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MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS 




PREFACE. 


Lord Macaulay always looked forward to a publication of his 
miscellaneous works, either by himself or by those who should 
represent him after his death. And latterly he expressly reserved, 
whenever the arrangements as to copyright made it necessary, 
the right of such publication. 

The collection which is now published comprehends some of 
the earliest and soix>e of the latest works which he composed. 
He was born on 25th October, 1800 ; commenced residence at 
Trinity College, Cambridge, in October, 1818; was elected 
Craven University Scholar in 1821 ; graduated as B.A. in 1822 ; 
was elected fellow of the college in October, 1824 ; was called to 
the bar in February, 1826, when he joined the Northern Circuit ; 
and was elected member for Caine in 1830. After this last 
event, he did not long continue to practise at the bar. He went 
to India in 1834, whence he returned in June, 1838. He was 
elected member for Edinburgh, in 1839, and lost this seat in July, 
1847 and this (though he was afterwards again elected for that 
city in July, 1852, without being a candidate) may be considered 
as the last instance of his taking an active part in the contests 
of public life. These few dates are mentioned for the purpose 
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of enabling the reader to assign the articles, now and previously 
published, to the principal periods into which the author’s life 
may be divided. 

The admirers of his later works will probably be interested by 
watching the gradual formation of his style, and will notice in 
his earlier productions, vigorous and clear as their language 
always was, the occurrence of faults against which he afterwards 
most anxiously guarded himself. A much greater interest will 
undoubtedly be felt in tracing the date and development of his 
opinions. 

The articles published in Knight’s Quarterly Magazine were 
composed during the author’s residence at college, as B.A. It 
may be remarked that the first two of these* exhibit the earnest- 
ness with which he already endeavoured to represent to himself 
and to others the scenes and persons of past times as in actual 
existence. Of the Dialogue between Milton and Cowley he 
spoke, many years after its publication, as that one of his works 
which he remembered with most satisfaction. The article on 
Mitford’s Greece he did not himself value so highly as others 
thought it deserved. This article, at any rate, contains the first 
distinct enunciation of his views, as to the office of an historian, 
views afterwards more fully set forth in his Essay, upon History, 
in the Edinburgh Review (p. 133 of this collection). From the 
protest, in the last mentioned essay (p. 155), against the conven- 
tional notions respecting the m.ajesty of history might perhaps 
have been anticipated something like the third chapter of the 
History of England. It may be amusing to notice that in the 
article on Mitford (pp. loi, 102) appears the first sketch of the New 
Zealander, afterwards filled up in a passage in the review of Mrs 
Austin’s translation of Ranke, a passage which at one time was 
thfe subject of allusion, two or three times a week, in speeches 
and leading articles. In this, too, appear, perhaps for the first 
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time, the author’s views on the representative system.* These 
he retained to the very last ; they are brought forward repeatedly 
in the articles published in this collectiont and elsewhere, and 
in his speeches in parliament ; and they coincide with the 
opinions expressed in the letter to an American correspondent, 
which was so often cited in the late debate on the Reform Bill. 

Some explanation appears to be necessary as to the publica- 
tion of the three articles which form pages i6o to 225 of this 
volume. 

In 1828 Mr James Mill, the author of the History of British 
India, reprinted some essays which he had contributed to the 
Supplement to the Encyclopaedia Britannica ; and among these 
was an Essay on Government. The method of inquiry and 
reasoning adopted in this essay appeared to Macaulay to be 
essentially wrong. He entertained a very strong conviction 
that the only sound foundation for a theory of Government must 
be laid in careful and copious historical induction ; and he 
believed that Mr Mill’s work rested upon a vicious reasoning a 
priori. Upon this point he felt the more earnestly, Owing to his 
own passion for historical research, and to his devout admiration 
of Bacon, whose works he w^as at that time studying with intense 
attention. There can, however, be little doubt that he was also 
provoked by the pretensions of some members of a sect which 
then commonly went by the name of Benthamites, or Utilitarians. 
This sect included many of his contemporaries, who had quitted 
Cambridge at about the same time with him. It had succeeded, 
in some measure, to the sect of the Byronians, whom he has 
described in the review of Moore’s Life of Lord Byron, who 
discarded their neckcloths, and fixed little models of skulls on 
the sand-glasses by which they regulated the boiling of their eggs 
for breakfast. The members of these sects, and of many others 

* See p gC 


f As at 177, 224. 
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that have succeeded, have probably long ago learned to smile 
at the temporary humours. But Macaulay, himself a sincere 
admirer of Bentham, was irritated by what he considered the 
unwarranted tone assumed by several of the class of Utilitarians. 

“ We apprehend, he said, “ that many of them are persons who, 
having read little or nothing, are delighted to be rescued from 
the sense of their own inferiority by some teacher who assures 
them that the studies which they have neglected are of no value, 
puts five or six phrases into their mouths, lends them an odd 
number of the Westminster Review, and in a month transforms 
them into philosophers ; ” and he spoke of them as “ smatterers, 
whose attainments just suffice to elevate them from the insignift 
cance of dunces to the dignity of bores, and to spread dismay 
among their pious aunts and grandmothers.” The sect, of 
course, like other sects, comprehended some pretenders, and 
these the most arrogant and intolerant among its members. He, 
however, went so far as to apply the following language to the 
majority : — “ As to the greater part of the sect, it is, we appre- 
hend, of little consequence what they study or under whom. It 
would be more amusing, to be sure, and more reputable, if they 
would take up the old republican cant and declaim about Brutus 
and Timoleon, the duty of killing tyrants and the blessedness of 
dying for liberty. But, on the whole, they might have chosen 
worse. They may as well be Utilitarians as jockeys or dandies. 
And, though quibbling about self-interest and motives, and ob- 
jects of desire, and the greatest happiness of the greatest number, 
is but a poor employment for a grown man, it certainly hurts the 
health less than hard drinking and the fortune less than high 
play ; it is not much more laughable than phrenology, and is 
immeasurably more humane than cock-fighting ” 

Macaulay inserted in the Edinburgh Review of March, 1829, 

% 

an article upon Mr Mill’s Essay. He attacked the method with 
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much vehemence ; and, to the end of his life, he never saw any 
ground for believing that in this he had gone too far. But before 
long he felt that he had not spoken of the author of the Essay 
with the respect due to so eminent a man. In 1833, he described 
Mr Mill, during the debate on the India Bill of that year, as a 
“gentleman extremely well acquainted with the affairs of our 
Eastern Empire, a most valuable servant of the Company, and 
the author of a history of India, which, though certainly not 
free from faults, is, I think, on the whole, the greatest historical 
work which has appeared in our language since that of Gibbon.’' 

Almost immediately upon the appearance of the article in the 
Edinburgh Review, an answer was published in the Westminster 
Review. It was untruly attributed, in the newspapers of the day, 
to Mr Bentham himself. Macaulay's answer to this appeared in 
the Edinburgh Review, June, 1829. He wrote the answer under 
the belief that he was answering Mr Bentham, and was unde- 
ceived in time only to add the postscript. The author of the article 
ill the Westminster Review had not perceived that the question 
raised was not as to the truth or falsehood of the result at which 
Mr Mill had arrived, but as to the soundness or unsoundness of 
the method which he pursued ; a misunderstanding at which 
Macaulay, while he supposed the article to be the work of Mr 
Bentham, expressed much surprise. The controversy soon be- 
came principally a dispute as to the theoiy which was commonly 
known by the name of The Greatest Happiness Principle. 
Another article in the Westminster Review followed ; and a sur- 
rejoinder by Macaulay in the Edinburgh Review of October, 
1829. Macaulay was irritated at what he conceived to be either 
extreme dulness or gross unfairness on the part of his unknown 
antagonist, and struck as hard as he could ; and he struck very 
hard indeed. 

The ethical question thus raised was afterwards discussed by 
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Sir James Mackintosh, in the Dissertation contributed by him 
to the seventh edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, p. 284- 
315 (Whewell’s Edition). Sir James Mackintosh notices the 
part taken in the controversy by Macaulay, in the following 
words : “ A writer of consummate ability, who has failed in little 
but the respect due to the abilities and character of his 
opponents, has given too much countenance to the abuse and 
confusion of language exemplified in the well known verse of 
Pope, 

' Modes of self*iove the Passions we may calL* 

‘We know,^ says he, ‘ no universal proposition respecting human 
nature which is true but one— that men always act from self- 
interest.’” “ It is manifest from the sequel, that the writer is 
not the dupe of the confusion ; but many of his readers may be 
sa If, indeed, the word self-interest could with propriety be 
used for the gratification of every prevalent desire, he has clearly 
shown that this change in the signification of terms would be of 
no advantage to the doctrine which he controverts. It wduld 
make as many sorts of self-interest as there are appetites, and 
it is irreconcilably at variance with the system of association 
proposed by Mr Mill/' “The admirable writer whose language 
has occasioned this illustration, who at an early age has mas 
tcred every species of composition, will doubtless hold fast to 
simplicity, which survives all the fashions of deviation from 
it, and which a man of genius so fertile has few temptations to 
forsake.^ — Note W, p. 296 (p. 430). 

When Macaulay selected for publication certain articles of 
the ^Edinburgh Review, he re^^olved not to publish any of the 
three essays in question ; for which he assigned the following 
reason : — 

“ The author has been strongly urged to insert three papers 
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on the Utilitarian Philosophy^ which, when they first appeared, 
attracted some notice, but which are not in the American edi* 
tions. He has however determined to omit these papers, not 
because he is disposed to retract a single doctrine which they 
contain, but because he is unwilling to offer what might be 
regarded as an affront to the memory of one from whose opin- 
ions he still widely dissents, but to whose talents and virtues he 
admits that he formerly did not do justice. Serious as are the 
faults of the Essay on Government, a critic, while noticing ihose 
faults, should have abstained from using contemptuous language 
respecting the historian of British India. It ought to be known 
that Mr Mill had the generosity, not only to forgive, but to for- 
get the unbecoming acrimony with which he had been assailed, 
and was, when his valuable life closed, on terms of cordial 
friendship with his assailant.'’ 

Under these circumstances, considerable doubt has been felt 
as to the propriety of republishing the three Essays in the pre- 
sent collection. But it has been determined, not without much 
hesitation, that they should appear. It is felt that no disrespect 
is shown to the memory of Mr Mill, when the publication is 
accompanied by so full an apology for the tone adopted towards 
him ; and Mr Mill himself would have been the last to wish for 
the suppression of opinions on the ground that they were in 
express antagonism to his own. The grave has now closed upon 
the assailant as well as the assailed. the other hand, it 
cannot but be desirable that opinions which the author retained 
to the last, on important questions in politics and morals, should 
be before the public. 

Some of the poems now collected have already appeared in 
print j others are supplied by the recollection of friends. The 
first two are published on account of their having been com- 
Qpsed in the author’s childhood. In the poems, as well as 
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in the prose works, will be occasionally found thoughts and 
expressions which have afterwards been adopted in later 
productions. 

No alteration whatever has been made from the form in which 
the author left the several articles, with the exception of some 
changes in punctuation, and the correction of one or two obvious 
misprints. 


London, June 1860. 


T. F. E. 



MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS 


OF 

LORD MACAULAY. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO KNIGHT'S QUARTERLY 
MAGAZINE. 


FRAGMENTS OF A ROMAN TALE. 

(June 1823.) 


It was an hour after noon. Ligarius was returning from the Campus 
Martius. He strolled through one of the streets which led to the 
Forum, settling his gown, and calculating the odds on the gladiators who 
were to fence at the approaching Saturnalia. While thus occupied, he 
overtook Flaminius, who, with a heavy step and a raelanOholy face, was 
sauntering in the same direction. The light-hearted young man plucked 
him by the sleeve. 

** Good-day, Flaminius. Are you to be of Catiline's party this 
evening?” 

“ Not I.” 


Why so ? Your little Tarentine girl will break her heart.” 

** No matter. Catiline has the best cooks and the finest wine in 
Rome. There are charming women at his parties. But the twelve-line 
board and the dice-box pay for all. The Gods confound me if I did not 
lose two millions of sesterces last night. My villa at Tibur, and all the 
statues that my father the prsetor brought from Ephesus, must go to the 
auctioneer. That is a high price, you will acknowledge, even for 
Phoenicopters, Chian, and Callinice.” 

.“Hi^ indeed, by Pollux.” 

Atw that is not the worst. I saw several of the leading senatofs 
this njip rn jy ^.^ Strange things are whispered in the higher political^ 
eirtlesL” 

“The Gods confound the political circles. I have hated the naime of 
politician ever ‘since Sylla’s proscription, ^hen. 1 was within a moment 
in leaving my'throat cut by a politician, who took me for anihlier poll- 
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tician. While there is a cask of Falernian in Campania, or a girl in the 
Suburra,- 1 shall be too well employed to think on the subject,^” 

“ You will do well,'* said Flaminius gravely, to bestow some little 
consideration upon it at present. Otherwise, I fear, you will soon renew 
your acquaintance with politicians, in a manner quite as unpleasant as 
that to which you allude." 

** Averting Gods ! what do you mean?” 

“ I will tell you. There are rumours of conspiracy. The order of 
things established by Lucius Sylla has excited the disgust of the people, 
and of a large party of the nobles. Some violent convulsion is expected.’* 

“ What is that to me ? I suppose that they will hardly proscribe the 
vintner s and gladiators, or pass a law compelling every citizen to take a 

“ You do not understand. Catiline is supposed to be the author of 
the revolutionary schemes. You must have neard bold opinions at his 
table repeatedly.” 

“ I never listen to any opinions upon such subjects, bold or timid.” 

“ Look to it. Your name has been mentioned.” 

“ Mine ! good Gods ! ^ call JJeaven to witness th^t J nev^^r so mucji 
as mentioned Senate, ConsfiT,""of Comitia, in Catiline’s house.” 

** Nobody suspects you of any participation in the inmost counsels of 
the partv. But our great men surmise that you are among those whom 
he has oribed so high with beauty, or entangled so deeply in distress, 
that they are no longer their own masters. \ I ,§ball neyer set foot within 
his threshold ^ain. a I have been solemnlywarned by men who under- 
stand public afmirs ; and 1 advise you to be cautious. ” 

The friends had now turned into the Forum, which was thronged with 
the gay and elegant youth of Rome. “ I can tell you more,” continued 
Flaminius; “somebody was remarking to the Consul yesterday how 
loosely a certain acquaintance of ours tied his girdle. * Let him look to 
himself,’ said Cicero, ‘or the state may find a tighter girdle for his 
neck.’ ” 

“ Good Gods ! who is it ? You cannot surely mean ” 

“ There he is.” 

Flaminius pointed to a man who was pacing up and down the Forum 
at a little distance from them. He was in the prime of manhood. His 
personal advantages were extremely striking, and were displayed with an 
extravagant but not ungraceful foppeiy. His gown waved in loose folds ; 
his long dark curls were dressed with and shone and 

steamed with odours ; his step and gesture exhibited an eiegatat and 
commanding figure in every posture of polite languor. But his counten- 
ance formed a singular contrast to the general appearance of his person. 

i The high and imperial brow, the keen aquiline features, the compressed 
mouth, the penetrating eye, indicated the highest degree of ability and 
decision. He seemed absorbed in intense meditation. With eyes fixed 
bn the ground, ancLii p^ woi-kin g in thou ght he sauntered round the 
area, apparently unconscious how many of me young gallants of Rome 
were envying the taste of his dress, and the ease of hia fashionable 
stagger. 

“ Good Heaven !” said Ligarius, “ Caius Caesar is as unlikely to be in 
a plot as I am.” 

“Not at all.” 

“ He does nothing but game, feast, intrigue, read Greek, and write 

verse«.” 
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^‘You know nothing of Caesar. Though he rarely addresses the 
Senate, he is considered as the finest speaker there, after the Consul. 
His influence with the multitude is immense. He will serve his rivals in 
public life as he served me last night at Catiline’s. We were playing at 
the twelve lines.* — Immense stakes. He laughed all the time, chatted 
with Valeria over his shoulder, kissed her hand between every two 
moves, and scarcely looked at the l)oard. I thought that I had him. 
All at once I found my counters driven into the comer. Not a piece to 
move, by Hercules. It cost me two millions of sesterces. All the Gods 
and Goddesses confound him for it !” 

“As to Valeria,” said Ligarius, “I forgot to ask whether you have 
heard the news.” 

“Not a word. What?” 

“ I was told at the baths to-day that Caesar escorted the lady home. 
Unfortunately old Quintus Lutatius had come back from his villa in 
Campania, in a whim of jealousy. He was not expected for three days. 
There was a fine tumult. The old fool called for his sword and his 
slaves, cursed his wife, and swore that he would cut Caesar’s throat. ” 

“ And Caesar? ” 

‘ * He laughed, quoted Anacreon, trussed his gown round his left arm, 
closed with Quintus, flung him down, twisted his sword out of his hand, 
burst through the attendants, ran a freed-man through the shoulder, and 
was in the street in an instant” 

“ Well done ! Here he comes. Good-day, Caius.” 

Caesar lifted his head at the salutation. His air of deep abstraction 
vanished ; and he extended a hand to each of the frieitds. 

“ How are you after your last night’s exploit ? ” 

“ As well as possible,” said Caesar, laughing. 

“ In truth we should rather ask how Quintus Lutatius is.” 

“ He4 I understand, is as well as can be expected of a man with a 
tomess spouse and a broken head. V His freed-niartTs most seriously 
hurt." Poor fellow ! he shall have half of whatever I win to-night 
Flaminius, you shall have your revenge at Catiline’s.” 

“You are very kind. I do not intend to be at Catiline’s till I wish to 
part with my town-house. My villa is gone already.” 

“ Not at Catiline’s, base spirit ! You are not of his mind, my gallant 
Ligarius. Dice, Chian, ana the loveliest Greek singing girl that was 
ever seen. Think of that, Ligarius. By Venus, she almost made me 
adore her, by telling me that f talked Greek with the most Attic accent 
that she had heard in Italy.” 

“ I ^dl not s^ the same of mo,” replied Ligarius. “lam 

just as able to decipKeTanoTielw^ as to read a line of Homer.” 

“You barbarous Scythian, who had the care of ypur education ?” 

“ An old fool, — a Greek pedant, — a Stoic. He told me that pain was 
no evil, and flogged me as if he thought so. At last one day, in the middle 
of a lecture, I set fire to his enormous filthy beard, singed his face, and 
sent him roaring out of the house. There ended my studies. From 
that time to this I have had as little to do with Greece as the wine that 
your poor old friend Lutatius calls his delicious Samian.” ^ 

“Well done, Ligarius. I hate a Stoic. I wish Marcus Cato had a 
beard that you might singe it for him. The fool talked his two hours in 

* Duodecim sctipta^ a game of mixed chance and skill, which seems to have been 
very fashionable in the higher circles of Rome. The famous lawyer Mucius was re- 
nowned for his skill in it — (C*V. Orat, i. 5a) 
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the Senate yesterday, Without changing a muscle ofihis face. He looked 
as savage and as motionless as the mask in which Roscius acted Alecto. 
I detest everything connected with him.” 

*^ Exceg|t his sister, Servilia.” 

True. She is a lovely woman.” 

“They say that you have told her so, Caius.” 

“ So I have.” 

“ And that she was not angry.” 

“ What woman is?” 

“ Aye — but they say ” 

“ No matter what they say. Common ;farae lies like a Greek therr./ 
tqrician. You might know so much, Ligarius, without reading the phuo- 
sopHers. But come, I will introduce you to little dark-eyed &e.” ' 

“ I tell you I can speak no Greek.” 

“More shame for you. It is high time that you should begin. You 
will never have such a charming instructress. Of what was your father 
thinking when he sent for an old Stoic with a long beard to teach you ? 
There is no language-mistress like aTiandsome woman. When I was at 
Athens, I learnt more Greek from a pretty flower-girl in the Peirreus 
than from all the Portico and the Academy. She was no Stoic, Heaven 
knows. But come along to Zoe. I will be your interpreter. Woo her 
in honest Latin, and I will turn it into elegant Greek between the throws 
of dice. I can make love and mind my game at once, as Flnminius can 
tell you. 

“ Well, then, to be plain, Caesar, Flaminius has been talking to me 
about plots, and suspicions, and politicians. I never plagued myself with 
such things since Sylla’sand Marius’s days ; and then I never coulclsee much 
difference between the parties. jAll that I am sure of is, that those who 
meddle with such affairs are genmlly stabbed or strangleiL ], And, though 
I like Greek wine and handsome women, I do not wish fb risk my neck 
fpr,jthem.4 Now, tell me as a friend, Caius — is there no danger? ” 

■* “Danger!” repeated Caesar, with a short, fierce, disdainful laugh: 
“ what danger do you apprehend?” 

“ That you should best know,” said Flaminius ; “you are far more in- 
timate with Catiline than I. But I advise you to be cautious. The lead- 
ing poen entertain strong suspicions.” 

Caesar drew up his figure from its ordinary state of graceful re- 
laxation into an attitude of commanding dignity, and replied in a voice 
of which the deep and impassioned melody formed a strange contrast to 
the humorous and affected tone of his ordinary conversation. “ Let them 
suspect. They suspect because they know what they have deserved. 
What have they done for Rome ? — What for mankind ? Ask the citizens 
— ask the provinces I Have they had any other object than to perpet\>- 
ate their own exclusivtf'^ower, and to keep us under the yoke of an oli- 
garchical tyranny, which unites in itself the worst evils of every other 
system, and combi)t|s more than Athenian turbulence with more than 
f^ersian despotism ?^ 

Good Gods! C»sar. It is not safe for you to speak, or for us to 
. listen to, such things, at such a arisis.” 

Judge for yourselves what you will hear. I will jud^ for myself 
what I speak. I was not twenty years old when I defied Lucius 
Sylla, surrounded by the spears of legionaries and the daggers of assassins. 
Do you suppose that I stand in awe of his paltry successors, who have in- 
herited a power which they never coula have acquired ; who would 
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imitate his proscriptions, though they have never equalled his. oon^ 
quests ? ” 

“Pompey is almost as little to be trifled with as Sylla. I heard a 
consular senator say that, in consequence of the present alarming state 
of affairs, he would probably be recalled from the command assigned to 
him by the Manilian law.” 

“ Let him come, — the pupil of Sylla’s butcheries, — the gleaner of Lu- 
cullus’s trophies, — the diief- taker of the Senate.” 

“For Heaven’s sake, Caius ! — if you knew what the Consul said ” 

“ Something about himself, no doubt ^ity that suc h talen^ ^ould bg; 
c oupled with such cowardi ce an^ ^coxce ropgTpHeTrth^^nests^^ 
living, —inhnTlely" superior to ^aTHoftensius was, in his best days ; — 
a charming companion, except when he tells over (or the twentieth time 
all the jokes that he made at V erres’s trial. But he is the d^picable tool, 
of a despicabl^art)^’ " 

^^'^'¥twtr1iittj^a^‘^aius, convinces me that the reports which have been 
circulated are not without foundation. I will venture to prophesy that 
within a few months the republic will pass through A whole Odyssey of 
stranrcadventuresr” 

"‘^Tbelieve so ; an Odyssey, of which Pompey will be the Polyphemus, 
and Cicero the Siren. I would have the state imitate Ulysses : show no 
mercy to the former ; but contrive, if it can be done, to listen to the en* 
chanting voice of the other, without being seduced by it to destructionw” 

“But whom can your party produce as rivals to these two famous 
leaders ? ” 

“Time will show. I would hope that there may arise a man, whose 
genius to conquer, to conciliate, and to govern, may unite in one cause 
an oppressed and divided people; — mny^do all thji ijylla should have 
done, and exhibit the magnificent spectacle of a great nation directed' by 
a great mind.” 

“ And where is such a man to be found ? ” 

“ Pgxha^S^here-yQVi would expect to find-him. {Perhaps he may 
be one whose ^wers have hitherto been concealed in domestic or literary 
retirement! Perhaps he may be one, who, while waiting for some ade- 
quate excitement, for some worthy opportunity, squanders on trifles a 
genius before which may yet be humbled the sword of Pompey and the 
gown of Cicero. Perhaps he may now be disputing with a sophist ; per- 
haps prattling with a mistress ; perhaps ” and, as he spoke, he turned 

away, and resumed his loui^ge, “strolling in the Forum.” 


It was almost midnight. The party had semrated. Catiline and Cethc- 
gus were still conferring in the supper-room, which was, as usual, the highest 
apartment of the house. It formed a qupoja, from which windows opened 
on the flat roof that sunounded it. To this terrace Zoe had retired . \V ith eyes 
dimmed with fond and melancholy tears, she leaned over the balustrade, to 
catch the last glimpse of the departing form of Caesar, as it grew more and 
more indistinct in the moonlight. Had he any thought of her ? Any 
love for her ? He, tjie, favourite of the high’bornj^auries^^^ 
most jjpleprii.dj the most graceful, the most eloqu^t oF^Si^jafi bles ? It 
could not be. His voice had/, indeedi been loiicmngTy soft whenever he- 
addressed her. There had been a fascinating tenderness even in the 
vivacity of his look and conversation. But such were always* the man- 
ners of Caesar towards women. He had wreathed a sprig of mjfxtle in 
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h^r hair as she was sin^ng. She took it from her dark ringlets, and 
kissed it, and wept over it, and thought of the sweet legends of her own 
dear Greece, — of youths and girls, who, pining away in hopeless love, 
had been transformed into flowers by the compassion of the Gods ; and 
she wished to become a flower, which Caesar might sometimes touch, 
though he should touch it only to weave a crown for some prouder and 
happier mistress. 

She was roused from her musings by the loud step and voice of 
Cethegus, who was pacing furiously up and down the supper-room. 

“ May all the Gods confound me, if Caesar be not the deepest traitor, 
or the most miserable idiot, that ever intermeddled with a plot ! 

Zoe shuddered. She drew nearer to the window. She stood concealed 
from observation by the curtain of fine network which hung over the 
aperture, s tp exclud e thejmnoyi^ insects of the climate, 

“ And you too'f^ continued Cethegus, turning fiercely on his accom- 
plice ; “ you to take his part against me ! — you, who proposed the scheme 
yourself ! ” 

“ My dear Caius Cethegus, you will not understand me* I proposed 
the scheme ; and I will join in executing it. But policy is as necessary 
to our plans as boldness. I did not wish to startle Caesar — to lose his 
co-operation — perhaps to send him off with an information against us to 
Cicero and Catulus. He was so indignant at your suggestion that all my 
dissimulation was scarcely sufficient to prevent a total rupture.” 

** Indignant I The Gods confound him ! — He prated about humanity, 
and generosity, and moderation. By Hercules, I have not heard such a 
lecture since I was with Xenochares at Rhodes.” 

“ Caesar is made up of inconsistencies. iHfikl^as boundless ambitiOD» 
^questioned courage, admirable s^acity.* "^t^tj^e frequently pb- 
serv;ed'Th him a womanish weaknfe' at the sight of pain. I remembei 
that once one Pf his slaves was taken ill while carrying nis litter. He 
alighted, put the fellow in his place and walked home in a fall of snow. 
I wonder that you could be so ill-advised as to talk to him of massacre, 
and pillage, and conflagration. You might have foreseen that such pro- 
positions would disgust a man of his temper.” 

1 do not know. I have not your self-command, Lucius. I hate such 
conspirators. What is the use of them? We must have blood — blood,— 
hacking and tearing work — bloody work ! ” 

** Do not grind your teeth, my dear Caius ; and lay down the carving- 
knife. By Hercules, you have cut up all the stuffing of the couch.” 

“No matter; we shall have couches enough soon, — and down to 
stuff them with, — and purple to cover them, — and pretty women to loll 
on them, — unless this fool, and such as he, spoil our plans. I had some- 
thing else to say. The esseiiced fop wishes to seduce Zoe from n>e.” 

“ Impossible I You misconstrue the ordinary gallantries which he is 
in the habit of paying to every handsome face.” 

“ Curse on his ordinary gallantries, and his verses, and his compli- 
ments, and his sprigs of myrtle I If Caesar should dare— by Hercules, I 
will tear him to pieces in the middle of the Forum.” 

« “ Trust his destruction to me. We must use his talents and influence 

— thrust him upon every danger — make him our instrument while we are 
contending — our peace-offering to the Senate if we fail — our first victim 
if we succeed.” 

** Hark ! what noise was that ? ^ 

“ Somebody in the terrace I— lend me your dagger.” 
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Catiline rushed to the window. Zoe was standing in the shade. He 
stepped out. She darted into the room — passed like a flash of lightning 
by the startled Cethegus — flew down the stairs — through the court — ’ 
through the vestibule — through the street. Steps, voices, lights, came 
fast and confusedly behind her ; but with the speed of love and terror 
she gained upon her pursuers. She fled through the wilderness of un- 
known and dusky streets, till she found herself, breathless and exhausted, 
in the midst of a crowd of gallants, who, with chaplets on their heads 
and torches in their hands, were reeling from the portico of a stately 
mansion. 

The foremost of the throng was a youth whose slender figure and beau- 
tiful countenance seemed hardly consistent with his sex. But the femi- 
nine delicacy of his features rendered more frightful the mingled sen- 
suality and ferocity of their expression. The libertine audacity of his 
stare, and the grotesque foppery of his apparel, seemed to indicate at least 
a partial insanity. Flinging one arm round Zoe, and tearing away her 
veil with the other, he disclosed to the gaze of his thronging companions 
the re^lar features and large dark eyes which characterise Athenian beauty. 

“ Qodius has all the luck to-night,” crietl Ligarius. 

“ Not so, by flercules,” said Marcus Ccelius ; the girl is fairly our 
common prize : we will fling dice for her. The Venus* throw, as it 
ought to do, shall decide.” 

“ Let me go — let me go, for Heaven’s sake,” cried Zoe, struggling with 
Clodius. 

‘ ‘ What a charming Greek accent she has ! Come into the house, my 
little Athenian nightingale.” 

“Oh ! what will become of me? If you have mothers — if you have 
sisters ” 

“ Clodius has a sister,” muttered Ligarius, “ or be is much belied.” 

“ By Heaven, she is weeping,” said Clodius. 

“ If she were not evidently a Greek,” said Ccelius, I should take her 
for a vestal virgin.” 

“ And if she were a vestal virgin,” cried Clodius fiercely, “it should 
not deter me. This way ; — no stniggling — no screaming.” 

“ Struggling ! screaming ! ” exclaimed a gay and commanding voice ; 
“You are making very ungentle love, Clodius.” 

The whole party started. C.nesar had mingled with them unperceived. 

The sound of his voice thrilled through the very heart of Zoe. With a 
convulsive effort she burst from the grasp of her insolent admirer, flung 
herself at the feet of Csesar, and clasped his knees. The moon shone 
full on her agitated and imploring face : her lips moved ; but she uttered 
no sound. He gazed at her for an instant — raised her — clasped her to 
his bosom. “ Fear nothing, my sweet Zoe.” Then, with folded arms, 
and a smile of placid defiance, he placed himself between her and 
Clodius. 

Clodius staggered forward, flushed with wine and rage, and uttering 
alternately a curse and a hiccup. 

“ By Pollux, this passes a jest. Caesar, how dare you insult me thus ? ” 

“ A jest ! I am as serious as a Jew on the Sabbath. Insult you ; 
for such a pair of eyes I would insult the whole consular bench, or T 
should be as insensible as King Psammis’s mummy.” 

“ Good Gods, Caesar ! ” said Marcus Ccelius, interposing “you can- 
not think it worth while to get into a brawl for a little Greek girl ! ” 

* Venus was the Roman term for the highest throw on the dice. 
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** Why not ? The Greek girls have used me as well as those of Rome. 
Besides, the whole reputation of my gallantry is at stake. Give up such 
a lovely woman to that drunken boy ! My character would be gone for 
ever. No more perfumed tablets, full of vows and raptures. No more 
toying with fingers at the circus. No more evening walks along the 
Tiber. No more hiding in chests or jumping from windows. I, the 
favoured suitor of half the white stoles in Rome, could never again aspire 
above a freed- woman. You a man of gallantry, and think of such a 
thing ! For shame, my dear Coelius ! Do not let Clodia hear of it.” 

While Coesar spoke he had been engaged in keeping Clodius at arm’s- 
length. The rage of the frantic libertine increased as the struggle con- 
tinued. “ Stand back, as you value your life,” he cried ; “ I will pass.” 

“ Not this way, sweet Clodius. I have too much regard for you to 
suffer you to make love at such disadvantage. You smell too much of 
Falernian at present. Would you stifle your mistress? By Hercules, 
you are fit to kiss nobody now, except old Piso, when he is tumbling 
home in the morning from the vintners.” * 

Clodius plunged his hand into his bosom and drew a little ^jagger, the. 
faithful, companion of many desperate adyejutures. 

--It Gods ! he wtTI be 'rhhrdcred'T'’’ cried Zoe. 

The whole throng of revellers was in agitation. The street fluctuated 
with torches and lifted hands. It was but for a moment. Coesar watched 
with a steady eye the descending hand of Clodius, arrested the blow, 
seized his antagonist by the throat, and flung him against one of the 
pillars of the portico with such violence, that he rolled, stunned and 
senseless, on the ground. 

** He is killed,” cried several voices. 

“Fair self-defence, by Hercules !” said Marcus Ccelius. “Bear wit- 
ness, you all saw him draw his dagger.” 

“ He is not dead— he breathes,” said Ligarius. “ Carry him into the 
house ; he is dreadfully bruised.” 

The rest of the party retired with Clodius. Coelius turned to Coesar. 

“ By all the (iods, Cains ! you have won your lady fairly. A splendid 
victory ! You deserve a triumph.” 

“ What a madman Clodius has become ! ” 

“ Intolerable. But come and sup with me on the Nones. You have 
no objection to meet the Consul ? ” 

“ Cicero ? None at all. We need not talk politics. Our old dispute 
about Plato and Epicurus will furnish us with plenty of conversation. So 
reckon upon me, my dear Marcus, and farewell.” 

Cresar and Zoe turned away. As soon as they were beyond hearing, 
she began in great agitation : — 

“ Cresar, you are in danger. I know all. I overheard Catiline and 
Cethegus. You are engaged in a project which must lead to certain 
destruction.” 

“ My beautiful Zoe, I live only for glory and pleasure. For these I 
have never hesitated to hazard an existence which they alone render 
valuable to me. In the present case, I can assure you that our scheme 
presents the fairest hopes of success.” 

“ So much the worse. You do not know — you do not understand me. 
I speak not of open peril, but of secret treachery. Catiline hates you ; — 
Cethegus hates you ; — your destruction is resolved. If you suiwive the 


* Cic. in Pis. 
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contest, you perish in the first hour of victory. They detest you for your 
moderation ; they^g^xe esger^fot. blood . aud- piup to- \ have risked my 
life to bring you this warning ; but that is of little moment. Farewell ! 
— Be happy.” 

Caesar stopped her. “ Do you fly from my thanks, dear 
Zoe ? ” 

“ I wish not for your thanks, but for your safety ; — I desire not to 
defraud Valeria or Servilia of one caress, extorted from gratitude or pity. 
Be my feelings what they may, I have learnt in a fearful school to endure 
and to suppress them. I have been taught to abase a proud spirit to the 
claps and hisses of the vulgar ; — to smile on suitors wno united the in- 
sults of a despicable pride to the endearments of a loathsome fondness; — 
to affect sprightliness with an aching head, eye& from which 
were ready to gush ; — to feign love with curses on my lips, and madness 
in my brain. Who feels for me any esteem, — any tendemess? 
wiU s}iedj,.t^.,ov£r will soon shelter froni 

gmifelty and scorn the broken heart or the poor Athenian girl?^ But you," 
who alone have addressed her in her degradation with a voice of kind- 
ness and respect, farewell. Sometimes think of me, — not with 
sorrow ; — no ; I could bear your ingratitude, but not your distress. Yet, 
if it will not pain you too much, in distant days, wl^,.your lofty hopes 
and destinies are accomplished, — on the evening of some miglity victory, \ 
-^in the chariot of some magnificent triumph,— think on one who loved ; 
you with that exceeding love which only the miserable can feel. Think | 
that, wherever her exhausted frame may have sunk beneath the sensibili - ' 
ties of a tortured spirit, — in whatever hovel or whatever vault she may | 
have closed her eyes, — whatever strange scenes of horror and i>ollution \ 
may have surrounded her dying bed, your shape was the last that swam | 
before her sight — your voice the last sound that was ringing in her ears. ' 
Yet turn your face to me, Coesar. Let me carry away one last look of 

those features, and then” He turned round. He looked at her. 

He hid his face on her bosom, and burst into tears. With sobs Igng and 
loud, and convulsive as those of a terrified child, he poured forth on her 
bosom t he tribute of impetuous and uncomrojJgbJie.e^ He rai.sbd 

his'^iTeatTFruTne^n vanT^iiSggTecno restore composure to the brow 
which had confronted the frown of Sylla, and the lips which had rivalled 
the eloquence of Cicero. He several times attempted to speak, but in 
vain ; and his voice still faltered with tenderness, when, after a pause of 
several minutes, he thus addressed her : 

“ My own dear Zoe, your love has been bestowed on one who, if he 
cannot merit, can at least appreciate and adore you. Icings of sjmilar ^ 
loveliness, and similar devotedness of affection, mingled, Tn aTlTny boyish 
dreams of greatness, with visions of curule chairs and ivory cars, mar- ; 
slialled legions and laurelled fasoeS Saich I- have endeavoured to fimi-ia 
the wot^; and, in their stead, I have met with selfishness, with vanity, 
with frivolity, with falsehood. The life which you have preserved is a 
boon less valuable than the affection ” 

“ Oh ! Caesar,” interrupted the blushing Zoe, “think only on your own 
security at present. If you feel as you speak,— but you are only mocking* 
me, — or perhaps your compassion ” 

“ By Heaven ! — by every oath that is binding ” 

“ Alas ! alas I Caesar, were not all the .same oaths sworn yesterday to 
Valeria? but Tw ill tnist you, at least so far as to partake.ypur present 
dangers^ Flight may be necessary : — form your plans. Be they what 
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they may, there is one who, in exile, in poverty, in peril, asks only to 
wander, to beg, to die with you.” 

*‘My Zoe, I do not anticipate any such necessity. To renounce the 
conspiracy without renouncing the principles on which it was originally 
undertaken, — to elude the vengeance of the Senate without losing the 
confidence of the people, — is, indeed, an arduous, but not an impossible, 
task. owe it to myself and to my cpuntry to make the attenyg^; TJ]gre. 
iSu4iU,j|mpt0i^"l[br eoj^|yjil^^ in love 

to thinkw^inETro^^^ 

They had reached the door of a stately palace. Caesar struck it. It 
was instantly opened by a slave. Zoe found herself in a magnificent hall, 
surrounded by pillars of green marble, between which were ranged the 
statues of the long line of Julian nobles. 

“Call Endymion,” said Caesar. 

The confidential freed-man made his appearance, not without a slight 
smile, which his patron’s good nature emboldened him to hazard, at per- 
ceiving the beautiful Athenian. 

“ Arm my slaves, Endymion ; there are reasons for precaution. Let 
them relieve each other on guard during the night. Zoe, my love, my 
preserver, why are your cheeks so pale ? Let me kiss some bloom into 
them. How you tremble ! Endymion, a flask of Samian and some 
fruit. Bring them to my apartments. This way, my sweet Zoe. ” 


ON THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF LITERATURE. 

(June 1823.) 

This is the age of societies. 7’here is scarcely one Englishman in ten 
who has not belonged to some a.ssociation for distributing books, or for 
prosecuting them ; for sending invalids to the hospital, or beggars to the 
treadmill ; for giving plate to the rich, or blankets to the poor. To be 
the most absurd institution among so many institutions is no small dis- 
tinction ; it seems, however, to belong indisputably to the Royal Society 
of Literature. At the first establishment of that ridiculous academy, 
every sensible man predicted that, in spite of regal patronage and episco* 
pal management, it would do nothing, or do'Ifafiffr And it will scarcely 
be denied that those expectations have hitherto been fulfilled. 

I do not attack the founders of the association. Their characters are 
respectable ; their motives, I am willing to believe, were laudable. But 
I feel, and it is the duty of every literary man to feel, a strong jealousy 
of their proceedings. Their society can be innocent only while it con- 
tinues to be despic able. Should they ever possess the power to en- 
tourage meriCtliey must also possess the power to depress it. Which 
power will be ^more frequently exercised, let every one who has studied 
literary history, let every one who has studied human nature, declare. 

Envy and faction insinuate themselves into all communities. They 
often aisturb the peace, and pervert the decisions, of benevolent and 
scientific associations. But it is in literary academies that they exert the 
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most extensive and pernicious influence. In the first place, the principles 
of literary criticism, though equally fixed with those on which the 
chemist and the surgeon proceed, are by no means equally reco^ised. 
Men are rarely able to assign a reason for their approbation or dislike on, 
questions of taste ; and therefore they willingly submit to any guide who 
boldly asserts his claim to superior discernment. It is more difficult to 
ascertain and establish the merits of a poem than the powers of a 
machine or the benefits of a new remedy. Hence it is in literature, that 
quackery is most easily puffed, and excellence most easily decried. 

In some degree this argument applies to academies of the fine arts ; and 
it is fully confirmed by all that I have ever heard of that institution which 
annually disfigures the walls of Somerset House with an acre of spoiled 
canvas. But a literary tribunal is incomparably more dangerous. Other 
societies, at least, have no tendency to call forth any opinions on those 
subjects which most agitate and inflame the minds of men. The sceptic and 
the zealot, the revolutionist and the placeman, meet on common ground in 
a gallery of paintings or a laboratory of science. They can praise or 
censure without reference to the differences which exist between them. 
In a literary body this can never be the case. Literature iSj an d always 
must be, insepa rably blended with politics and it is the gr eat 

engine which move s" most ^nomeittous 

guestiohs! It is, therefore, impossible that any society can be formed so 
impaHial as to consider the literary character of an individual abstracted 
from the opinions which his writings inculcate. It is not to be hoped, 
perhaps it is not to be wished, that the feelings of the man should be so 
completely forgotten in the duties of the academician. The consequences 
are evident. The honours and censures of this Star Chamber of the 
Muses will be awarded according to the prejudices of the particular sect 
or faction which may at the time predominate. Whigs would canvass 
against a Southey, Tories against a Byron. Those who might at first 
protest against such conduct as unjust would soon adopt it on the plea of 
retaliation ; and the general good of literature, for which the society was 
professedly instituted, would be forgotten in the stronger claims of 
political and religious partiality. 

Yet even this is not the worst. Should the institution ever acquire 
any influence, it will afford most pernicious facilities to every malignant 
coward who may desire to blast a reputation which he envies. 1 1 will 
furnish a secure ambuscade, behind wmich the Maroons of literature may 
take a certain and deadly aim. The editorial we has often been fatal to 
rising genius ; though all the world know's that it is only a form of speech, 
very often employed by a single needy blockhead. The academic we 
would have a far greater and more ruinous influence. Numbers, while 
they increase the effect, would diminish the shame, of injustice. The 
advantages of an open and those of an anonymous attack would be com- 
bined ; and the authority of avowal would be united to the security of 
concealment. The serpents in Virgil, after they had destroyed Laocoon, 
found an asylum from the vengeance of the enraged people behind the 
shield of the statue of Minerva. And, in the same manner, everything 
that is grovelling and venomous, everything that can hiss, and everything 
that can sting, would take sanctuary in the recesses of this new temple of 
wisdom. 

The French aa)4emy was, of all such associations, the most widely 
and the most justlyff celebrated. It was founded by the greatest of 
ministers : it was patronised by successive kings ; it numbered in its 
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lists most of the eminent French writers. Yet what benefit has literature 
drived from its labours ? What is its history but an uninterrupted 
record of servile compliances — of paltry artifices — of deadly quarrels — of 
perfidious friendships ? Whether governed by the Court, by the Sor- 
bonne, or by the Philosophers, it was always equally powerful for evil, 
and equally impotent for good. I might speak of the attacks by which 
it attempted to depress the rising fame of Corneille ; I might speak of 
the reluctance with which it gave its tardy confirmation to the applauses 
which the whole civilised world had bestowed on the genius of Voltaire. 

I might prove by overwhelming evidence that, to the latest period of its 
existence, even under the superintendence of the all-accomplished 
D’Alembert, it continued to be a scene of the fiercest animosities and the 
basest intrigues. I might cite Piron’s epigrams, and Marmontel’s 
memoirs, and Montesquieu’s letters. But I hasten on to another topic. 

One of the modes by which our Society proposes to encourage merit 
is the distribution of prizes. The munificence of the king has enabled it 
to offer an annual premium of a hundred guineas for the best essay in 
prose, and another of fifty guineas for the best poem, which may be 
transmitted to it. This is very laughable. In the first place the judges 
may err. Those imperfections of human intellect to which, as the articles 
of the Church tell us, even general cou ncils are subject, may possibly be 
found even in the Royal Society of Xiterature. The French academy, 

’ as I have already said, was the most illustrious assembly of the Kind, and 
numbered among its associates men much more distinguished than ever 
will assemble at Mr Hatchard’s to rummage the box of the English 
Society. Yet this famous body gave a poetical prize, for which Voltaire 
was a candidate, to a fellow who wrote some verses about the frozen and 
the burning pole. 

Yet, granting that the prizes were always awarded to the be.st com- 
position, that composition, I say without hesitation, will always be bad. 
A prize poem is like aj^rize s heep._ . The object of the competitor for the 
agricultural preittlum is fo produ^ an animal fit, not to be eaten, but to 
be weighed. Accordingly he pampers his victim into morbid and un- 
natural fatness ; and, when it is in such a state that it would he sent 
away in disgust from any table, he offers it to the judges. The object of 
the poetical candidate, in like manner, is to produce, not a good poem, 
but a poem of that exact degree of frigidity or bombast which may 
appear to his censors to be correct or sublime. Compositions thus con- 
structed will always be worthless. The few excellences which they may 
contain will have an exotic aspect and flavour. In general, prize sheep 
are good for nothing but to make tallow candles, and prize poems are 
good for nothing but to light them. 

The first subject proposed by the Society to the poets of England was- 
Dartmoor. I thought that they intended a covert sarcasm at their own 
projects. Their institution was a literary Dartmoor scheme ; — a plan 
for forcing into cultivation the waste lands of intellect, — for raising 
poetical produce, by means of bounties, from soil too meagre to have 
yielded any returns in the natural course of things. The plan for the 
cultivation of Dartmoor has» I hear, been abandoned. I hope that this 
may be an onjen of the fete of the Society. 

In truth, this seems by no means improbable. They have been offeiv 
ing for several years the rewards which the king placed at their disposal, 
and have not, as far as I can learn, been able to find in their box owe 
composition which they have deemed worthy of publioation. At least 
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no publication has taken place. The associates may perhaps be aston- 
ished at this. But I will attempt to explain it, after the manner of 
ancient times, by means of an apologue. 

About four hundred years after the Deluge, King Corner Chephoraod 
reigned in Babylon. He united all the characteristics of an excellent 
sovereign. He made good laws, won great battles, and white- washed 
long streets. He was, in consequence, idolised by his people, and 
panegjpsed by many poets and orators. A book was then a serious un- 
dertaucing. Neither paper nor any similar material had been invented. 
Authors were therefore under the necessity of inscribing their composi- 
tions on massive bricks. Some of these Babylonian records are still 
preserved in European museums ; but the language in which they are 
written has never been deciphered. Comer Chephoraod was so popular 
that the clay of all the plains round the Euphrates could scarcely furnish 
brick-kilns enough for his eulogists. It is recorded in particular that 
Pharonezzar, the Assyrian Pindar, published a bridge and four walls in 
his praise. 

One day the king was going in state from his palace to the temple of 
Belus. During this procession it was lawful for any Babylonian to offer 
any petition or suggestion to his sovereign. As the chariot passed be- 
fore a vintner’s shop, a large company, apparently half-drunk, sallied 
forth into the street, and one of them thus addressed the king : 

** Comer Chephoraod, live for ever ! It appears to thy servants that 
of all the productions of the earth good wine is the best, and bad wine 
is the worst. Good wine makes the heart cheerful, the eyes bright, the 
speech ready. Bad wine confuses the head, disorders the stomach, 
makes us quarrelsome at night, and sick the next morning. Now there- 
fore let my lord the king take order that thy servants may drink good 
wine.” 

“ And how is this to be done? ” said the good-natured prince. 

“ O King,” said his monitor, “ this is most easy. Let' the king make 
a decree, and .seal it with his royal signet : and let it be proclaimed that 
the king will give ten she-asses, and ten slaves, and ten changes of rai- 
ment, every year, unto the man who shall make ten measures of the best 
wine. And whosoever wishes for the she-asses, and the slaves, and the 
raiment, let him send the ten measures of wine to thy servants, and we 
will drink thereof and judge. So shall there be much good wine in 
Assyria.” 

The project pleased Comer Chephoraod. “ Be it so,” said he. The 
people shouted. The j^etitioners prostrated themselves in gratitude. The 
same night heralds were despatched to bear the intelligence to the re- 
motest districts of Assyria. 

After a due interval the wines began to come in j and the examiners 
assembled to adjudge the prize. The first vessel was unsealed. Its 
odour was such that the judges, without tasting it, pronounced unanimous 
condemnation. The next was opened : it had a villainous taste of clay. 
The third was sour and vapid. They proceeded from one cask of exe- 
crable liquor to another, till at length, in absolute nausea, they gave up 
the investigation. 

The next morning they all assembled at the gate of the king, with pale* 
faces and aching heads. They owned that they could not recommend 
any competitor as worthy of the rewards. They swore that the wine was 
little better than poison, and entreated permission to resign the office of 
deciding between such detestable potions. 
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“ In the name of Belus, how can this have happened ? ” said the king. 

Merolchazzar, the high-priest, muttered sometning about the anger of 
the Gods at the toleration shown to a sect of impious heretics who ate 
pigeon4 broiled, “ whereas,*’ said he, “ our religion commands us to eat 
them roasted. Now therefore, O King,” continued this respectable 
divine, “give command to thy men of war, and let them smite the 
disobedient people with the sword, them, and their wives, and their 
children, and let their houses, and their flocks, and their herds, be given 
to thy servants the priests. Then shall the land yield its increase, and 
the fruits of the earth shall be no jnore blasted by the vengeance of 
Heaven.” 

“ Nay,” said the king, “ the ground lies under no general curse from 
Heaven. The season has been singularly good. The wine which thou 
didst thyself drink at the banquet a few nights ago, O venerable Merol- 
chazzar, was of this year’s vintage. Dost thou not remember how thou 
didst praise it ? It was the same night that thou wast inspired by Belus 
and didst reel to and fro, and discourse sacred mysteries. These things 
are too hard for me. I comprehend them not. The only wine which 
is bad is that which is sent to my judges. Who can expound this 
to us ? ” 

The king scratched his head. Upon which all the courtiers scratched 
their heads. 

He then ordered proclamation to be made that a purple robe and a 
golden chain should be given to the man who could solve this difficulty. 

An old philosopher, who had been observed to smile rather disdain- 
»fully when the prize had first been instituted, came forward and spoke 
thus : — 

“ Corner Chephoraod, live for ever ! Marvel not at that which has 
happened. It was no miracle, but a natural event. How could it l)e 
otherwise ? It is true that much good wine has been made tliis year. 
But who would send it in for thy rewards ? Thou knowest Ascobaruch 
who hath the great vineyards in the north, and Cohahiroth who sendeth 
wine every year from the south over the Persian Gulf, Their wines are 
.so delicious that ten measures thereof arc sold for an hundred talents of 
silver. Thinkest thou that they will exchange them for thy slaves and 
thine asses ? What would thy prize profit any who have vineyards in 
rich soils ? 

“ Who then,” said one of the judges, “are the wretches who sent us 
this poison ?” 

Blame them not,” said the sage, “ seeing that you have been the 
authors of the evil. They are men whose lands are poor, and have never 
yielded them any returns equal to the prizes which the king proposed. 
Wherefore, knowing that the lords of the fruitful vineyards would not 
enter into competition with them they planted vines, some on rocks, and 
some in light sandy soil, and some in deep clay. Hence their wines are 
bad. For no culture or reward will make barren land bear good vines. 
Know therefore, assuredly, that your prizes have increased the quantity 
of bad but not of good wine.” 

^ There was a long silence. At length the king spoke. “ Give him the 
purple robe and the chain of gold. Throw the wines into the Euphrates ; 
and proclaim that the Royal Society of Wines is dissolved.” 
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SCENES FROM « ATHENIAN REVELS.” 

(January 1824.) 

A DRAMA. 

I. 

Scene — A Street in Athens. 

Enter Callidemus and Speusippus. 

CALLIDEMUS. 

So, you young reprobate ! You must be a man of wit, forsooth, and a 
man of equality ! You must spend as if you were as rich as Nicias, and 
prate as if you were as wise as Pericles ! You must dangle after sophists 
and pretty women ! And I must pay for all ! I must sup on thyme and 
onions, while you are swallowing thrushes and hares ! I must drink 
water, that you may play the cottabus* with Chian wine ! I must wan- 
der about as ragged as Pauson,t that you may be as fine as Alcibiades ! 
I must lie on bare boards, with a stoned for my pillow, and a rotten mat 
for my coverlid, by the light of a wretched winking lamp, while you are 
marching in state, with as many torches as one sees at the feast of Ceres, 
to thunder with your hatchet§ at the doors of half the Ionian ladies in 
Peiroeus.il 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Why, thou unreasonable old man ! Thou most shameless of fathers ! 


CALLIDEMUS. 


Ungrateful wretch ; dare you talk so? Are you not afraid oCthe thun- 
ders of Jupiter? 


SPEUSIPPUS. 


Jupiter thunder ! nonsense ! Anaxagoras says, that thunder is only an 
explosion produced by 


CALLIDEMUS. 

He does ! Would that it had fallen on his head for his pains ! 


SPEUSIPPUS. 

Nay ; talk rationally. 

CALLIDEMUS. 

Rationally ! You audacious young sophist ! I will talk rationally. 
Do you know that I am your father? What quibble can you make 
upon that ? 

* This game consisted in projecting wine out of cups; it was a diversion extremely 
fashionable at Athenian entertainments. 

t Pauson was an Athenian painter, whose name was synonymous with beggary. 
See Aristophanes ; Plutus, 602. From his poverty, I am inclined to suppose that he 
painted historical pictures, 
t See Aristophanes ; Plutus, 542. 

$ See Theocritus ; Idyll ii. 128. 

I This was the most disreputable part of Athens. See Aristophanes ; Pax, 165. 
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SPEUSIPPUS. 

Do I know that you are my father? Let us take the question to 
pieces, as Melesigenes would say. First, dhen, we must inquire what is 
knowledge? Secondly, what is a father? Now, knowledge, as Socrates 
said the other day to These tetus * 

CALLIDEMUS. 

Socrates ! what ! the ragged flat-nosed old dotard, who walks about 
all day barefoot, and filches cloaks, and dissects gnats, and shoesf fleas 
with wax? 


SPEUSIPPUS. 

All fiction ! All trumped up by Aristophanes ! 

CALLIDEMUS. 

By Pallas, if he is in the habit of putting shoes on his fleas, he is kinder 
to them than to himself. But listen to me, boy ; if you go on in this 
way, you will be ruined. There is an argument for you. Go to your 
Socrates and your Melesigenes, and tell them to refute that. Ruined ! 
Do you hear ? 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Ruined ! 

CALLIDEMUS. 

Ay, by Jupiter ! Is such a show as you make to be supported on 
nothing ? During all the last war, I made not an obol from my farm ; 
the Peloponnesian locusts came almost as regularly as the Pleiades ; — 
corn burnt olives stripped; — fruit trees cut down; — wells stopped 
up ; — and, just when peace came, and I hoped that all would turn out 
well, you must begin to spend as if you had all the mines of Tliasus at 
command. 


SPEUSIPPUS. 

Now, by Neptune, who delights in horses 

CALLIDEMUS. 

If Neptune delights in horses, he does not resemble me. You must 
ride at the Panathenaca on a horse fit for the great king : four acres of 
my best vines went for that folly. You must retrench, or you will have 
nothing to eat. Does not Anaxagoras mention, among his other dis- 
coveries, that when a man has nothing to 5at he dies ? 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

You are deceived. My friends 

* See Plato’s Thcaetetus. 
t See Aristophanes ; Nubes, ijic. 
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CALLIDEMUS. 

Oh, yes ! your friends will notice you, doubtless, when you are squeeze 
ing through the crowd, on a winter^s day, to warm yourself at the fire of 
the baths ; — or when you are fighting with beggars and beggars’ dogs for 
the scraps of a sacrifice ; — or when you are glad to earn three wretched 
obols* by listening all day to lying speeches and crying children. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

There are other means of support. 

CALLIDEMUS. 

What ! I suppose you will wander from house to house, like that 
wretched bufifoon PhilLppus,+ and beg everybody who has asked a sup- 
per-party to be so kind as to feed you and laugh at you ; or you will turn 
sycophant ; you will get a bunch of grapes, or a pair of shoes, now-and 
then, by frigntening some rich coward with a mock prosecution. Well ! 
that is a task for which your studies under the sophists may have fitted 
you. 


SPEUSIPPUS. 


You are wide of the mark. 


CALLIDEMUS. 

Then what, in the name of Juno, is your scheme ? Do you intend to 
join Orestes, t and rob on the highway? Take care; beware of the 
eleven ; § beware of the hemlock. It may be very pleasant to live at 
other people’s expense ; but not very pleasant, I should think, to hear 
the pestle give its last bang against the mortar, when the cold dose is 
ready. Pah ! 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Hemlock ? Orestes I folly !— 1 aim at nobler objects. What say you 
to politics,— the general assembly ? 

CALLIDEMUS. 

You an orator ! — oh no ! no ! Cleon was worth twenty such fools as 
you. You have succeeded, I grant, to his impudence, for M^hich, if there 
oe justice in Q'artarus, he is now soaking up to the eyes in his own tan- 
pickle, But the Paphlagonian had parts. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

And you mean to imply 

* Tlie stipend of an Athenian juryman, 

t Xenophon ; Convivium. 

i A celebrated highwayman of Attica. See Aristophanes; Aves, 7x1; and in 
several other passages. 

I The police offi^nrs of Athens, 
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CALLIDEMUS. 

Not 1. You are a Pericles in embryo, doubtless. Well ; and when are 
you to make your first speech ? O Pallas ! 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

I thought of speaking, the other day, on the Sicilian expedition ; but 
Nicias* got up before me. 


CALLIDEMUS. 

Nicias, poor honest man, might just as well have sate still ; his speak- 
ing did but little good. The loss of your oration is, doubtless, an irrepar- 
able public calamity. 


SPEUSIPPUS. 

Why, not so ; I intend to introduce it at the next assembly ; it will 
suit any subject. 

CALLIDEMUS. 

That is to say, it will suit none. But pray, if it be not too presump- 
tuous a request, indulge me with a specimen. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Well ; su|Tpose the agora crowded an important subject under discus- 
sion ; — an ambassador from Argos, or from the great king ; — the tributes 
from the islands ; — an impeachment ; — in short, anything you please. 
The crier makes proclamation. — “ Any citizen above fifty years old may 
speak — any citizen not disqualified may speak.” Then I rise; — a great 
murmur of curiosity while 1 am mounting the stand. 

CALLIDEMU.S. 

Of cusiosity ! yes, and of something else too. You will infallibly be 
dragged down by main force, like iX)or Glauconf last year. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Never fear. I shall begin in this style : 

“ When I consider, Athenians, the importance of our city -when I 
consider the extent of its power, the wisdom of its laws, the elegance of 
its decorations ; — when I consider by what names and by what exploits 
its annals are adorned ; when I think on Harmodius and Aristogiton, on 
Themistocles and Miltiades, on Cimon and Pericles ; — when I contem- 
plate our pre-eminence in arts and letters ; — when I observe so many 
flourishing states and islands compelled to own the dominion, and pur- 
chase the protection of the City of the Violet Crown ” J 

* See Thucydides,, vi. 8. 

t See Xenophon ; Memorabilia, lii. 

i A favourite epithet of Athens. See Aristophanes ; Acharn. 637. 
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CALLIDEMUS. 

I shall choke with rage. Oh, all ye gods and goddesses, what sacri- 
lege, what perjury have I ever committed, that I should be singled out 
from among all the citizens of Athens to be the father of this fool ? 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

What now ? By Bacchus, old man, I would not advise you to give 
way to such fits of passion in the streets. If Aristophanes were to see 
you, you would infallibly be in a comedy next spring. 

CALLIDEMUS. 

You have more reason to fear Aristophanes than any fool living. Oh, 
that he could but hear you trying to imitate the slang of Straton * and 
the lisp of Alcibiades ! t You would be an inexhaustible subject. You 
would console him for the loss of Cleon. 

SPEUSIPPUS. . 

No, no. I may perhaps figure at the dramatic representations before 
long j but in a very different way. 

CALLIDEMUS. 

What do you mean? 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

What say you to a tragedy ? 

CALLIDEMUS. 

A tragedy of yours ? 

SPEUSIPPUS. 


Even so. 

CALLIDEMUS. 

Oh Hercules ! Oh Bacchus ! This is too much. Here is an universal 
genius; sophist, — orator, — poet. To what a three-headed monster 
have I given birth ! a perfect Cerbems of intellect ! And pray what 
may your piece be about ? Or will your tragedy, like your speech, serve 
equally for any subject ? 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

I thought of several plots CEdipus, — Eteocles and Polynices, — the 

war of Troy, — the murder of Agamemnon. 

CALLIDEMUS. 

And what have you chosen ? 


See Aristophanes I Equites, 1375. 


t See Aristophanes ; VcspaB.44 
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SPEUSIPPVS. 

You know there is a law which permits any modern poet to retouch a 
play of ^schylus, and bring it forward as his own composition. And, 
as there is an absutd prejudice, among the vulgar, in favour of his 
extravagant pieces, I have selected one of them, and altered it. 

CALUDEMUS. 


Which of them ? 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Oh ! that mass of barbarous absurdities, the Prometheus. But 1 have 
framed it anew upon tlie model of Euripides. By Bacchus, 1 shall 
make Sophocles and Agathon look about them. You would not know 
the play again, 

CALLIDEMUS. 


By Jupiter, I believe not. 


SPEUSIPPUS. 

I have omitted the whole of the absurd dialogue between Vulcan and 
Strength, at the beginning. 

CALUDEMUS. 

That may be, on the whole, an improvement. The play will then 
open with that grand soliloquy of Prometheus, when he is chained to the 
rock. 


Oh ! ye eternal heavens ! ye rushing winds ! 

Ye fountains of great streams ! Ye ocean waves, 

That in ten thousand sparkling dimples wreathe 
Your azure smiles ! All-generating earth ! 

All-seeing sun I On you, on you, I call.’’* 

Well, I allow that will be striking j I did not think you capable of 
that idea. Why do you laugh ? 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Do you seriously suppose that one who has studied the plays of that 
great man, Euripides, would ever begin a tragedy in such a ranting 
style ? 


CALLIDEMUS. 

What, does not your play open with the speech of Prometheus? 
SPEUSIPPUS. 


No doubt. 


9ee ^schylus ; PrometlMUS, 88. 



SCENES FROM A THENIAN REVELS. 


21 


CALLIDEMUS. 

Then what, in the name of Bacchus, do you make him say ? 
SPEUSIPPUS. 

You shall hear ; and, if it be not in the very style of Euripides, call 
me a fool. 


CALLIDEMUS. 


That is a liberty which I shall venture to take, whether it be or no. 
But go on. 


SPEUSIPPUS. 


Prometheus begins thus : — 

“ Coeliis begat Saturn and Briareus 
Cottus and Creius and lapetus, 

(jyges and Hyperion, Phoebe, Tethys, 
Thca and Rhea and Mnemosyne. 

Then Saturn w’edded Rhea, and begat 
Pluto and Neptune, Jupiter and Juno.” 


CALLIDEMUS. 


Very beautiful, and very natural ; and, as you say, very like Euri- 
pides. 


SPEUSIPPUS. 


You are sneering. Really, father, you do not understand these 
things. You had not those advantages in your youth — — 


CALLIDEMUS. 

Which I have been fool enough to let you have. No ; in my 
early days, lying had not been dignified into a science, nor ix)litics 
degraded into a trade. I wrestled, and read Homer’s battles, instead of 
dressing my hair, and reciting lectures in verse out of Euripides. But I 
have some notion of what a play should be ; I have seen Phrynichus, 
and lived with iEschylus. I saw the representation of the Persians. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

A wretched play ; it may amuse the fools who row the triremes ; but 
it is utterly unworthy to be read by any man of taste. 


CALLIDEMUS. 

If you had seen it acted ; — the whole theatre frantic with joy, stamp- 
ing, shouting, laughing, crying. There was Cynaegeirus, the brother of 
Aischylus, who lost both his arms at Maratlwn, beating the stumps 
against his sides with rapture. When the crowd remarked him — But 
where are you going? 
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SPEUSIPPUS. 

To sup with Aicibiades ; he sails with the expedition for Sicily iri a 
few days ; this is his farewell entertainment. 

CALLIDEMUS. 

So much the better ; I should say, so much the worse. That cursed 
Sicilian expedition ! And you were one of the young fools * who stood 
clapping and shouting while he was gulling the rabble, and who drowned 
poor Nicias’s voice with your uproar. Look to it ; a day of reckoning 
will come. As to Aicibiades himself 


SPEUSIPPUS. 

What can you say against him ? His enemies themselves acknowledge 
his merit, 

CALLIDICMUS. 

They acknowledge that he is clever, and handsome, and that he was 
crowned at the Olympic games. And what other merits do his friends 
claim for him ? A precious assembly you will meet at his house, no 
doubt. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

The first men in Athens, probably, 

CALLIDEMUS. 

Whom do you mean by the first men in Athens ? 

SPEUSIPPUS. 


Callicles.+ 


CALLIDEMUS. 

A sacrilegious, impious, unfeeling ruffian ! 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Hippomachus. 

CALLIDEMUS. 

A fool, who can talk of nothing but his travels through Persia and 
Egypt. Go, go. The gods forbid that I should detain you from such 
choice society ! 

[Exeunt severally 


* See Thucydides, vi. 13. 

t wallicles plays a conspicuous part in the Gorgias of Plato. 
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Scene— >4 Hall in the house of Alcibiades. 

Alcibiades, Speusippus, Callicles, Hippomachus, Chariclea, 
and others^ seated round a table, feasting. 

ALCIBIADES. 

Bring larger cups. This shall be our gayest revel. It is probably the 
last — for some of us at least. 


SPEUSIPPUS. 

At all events, it will be long before you taste such wine again, 
Alcibiades. 


CALLICLES. 

Nay, there is excellent wine in Sicily. When I was there with Eury- 
medon’s s(juadron, I had many a long carouse. You never saw finer 
grapes than those of ^Etna. 


HIPPOMACHUS. 

The Greeks do not understand the art of making wine. Your Persian 
is the man. So rich, so fragrant, so sparkling ! I will tell you what 
the Satrap of Caria said to me about that when I supped with him. 

ALCIBIADES. 

Nay, sweet Hippomachus ; not a word to-night about satraps, or the 
great king, or the walls of Babylon, or the Pyramids, or the mummies, 
(v'hariclea, why do you look so sad ? 

CHARICLEA. 

Can I be cheerful when you are going to leave me, Alcibiades ? 

ALCIBIADES. 

My life, my sweet soul, it is but for a short time. In a year we con- 
quer Sicily. In another, we humble Carthage.* I will bring back such 
robes, such necklaces, elephants’ teeth by thousands, ay, and the elephants 
themselves, if you wish to see them. Nay, smile, my Chariclea, or I 
shall talk nonsense to no purpose. 

HIPPOMACHUS. 

The largest elephant that I ever saw' was in the grounds of Teribazus, 
near Susa. I wish that I had measured him. 


See Thucydides, vi. go, 
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ALCIBIADES. 

I wish that he had trod upon you. Come, come, Chariclea, we shall 
sOon return, and then 

CHARICLEA. 


Yes ; then indeed. 


ALCIBIADES. 


Yes, then — 

Then for revels ; then for dances, 

Tender whispers, melting glances. 

Peasants, pluck your richest fruits : 

Minstrels, sound your sweetest flutes : 

Come in laughing crowds to greet us, 

Dark-eyed daughters of Miletus ; 

Bring the myrtles, bring the dice, 

Floods of Chian, hills of spice. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Whose lines are those, Alcibiades ? 

ALCIBIADES. 

My own. Think you, because I do not shut myself up to meditate, 
and drink w'ater, and eat herbs, that I cannot write verses ? By Apollo, 
if I did not spend my days in politics, and my nights in revelry, I should 
have made Sophocles tremble. But now I never go beyond a little song 
like this, and never invoke any Muse but Chariclea. But come, Speu- 
sippus, sing. You are a professed poet. Let us have some of your 
verses. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

My verses ! How can you talk so ? la professed poet ! 

ALCIBIADES. 

Oh, content you, sweet Speusippus. We all know your designs upon 
the tragic honours. Come, sing. A chorus of your new play. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 


Nay, nay — ~ 

HIPPOMACHUS. 

« When a guest who is asked to sing at a Persian banquet refuses- 
SPEUSIPPUS. 


In the name of Bacchus 
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AXCIBIADES. 


I am absolute. Sing. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Well, then, I will sing you a chorus, which, I think, is a tolerable 
mitation of Euripides. 

CHARICLEA. 

Of Euripides? — Not a word. 

ALCIBIADES. 


Why so, sweet Chariclea ? 

CHARICLEA. 

Would you have me betray my sex ? Would you have me forget his 
Phicdras and Sthenoboeas? No : if I ever suffer any lines of that 
woman-hater, or his imitators, to be sung in my presence, may I sell 
herbs * like his mother, and wear rags like his Telcphus. t 


ALCIBIADES. 

Then, sweet Chariclea, since you have silenced Speusippus, you shall 
sing yourself. 


CHARICLEA. 


What shall I sing ? 

ALCIBIADES. 


Nay, choose for yourself. 

CHARICLEA. 

Then I will sing an old Ionian hymn, which is chanted every spring 
at the feast of Venus, near Miletus. I used to sing it in my own 
country when I was a child ; and — ah, Alcibiades ! 

ALCIBIADES. 

Dear Chariclea, you shall sing something else. This distresses you. 

CHARICLEA. 

No : hand me the lyre : — no matter. You will hear the song to dis- 
advantage. But if it were sung as I have heard it sung if this were a 
beautiful morning in spring, and if we were standing on a woody pro- 
montoiy, with the sea, and the white sails, and the blue Cyclades 
beneath us, — and the portico of a temple peeping through the trees on a 
huge peak above our heads, — and thousands of people, with myrtles in < 

• The mother of Euripides was a herb-woman. This was a favourite topic of 
Aristophane.s. 

t The hero of one of the lost plays of Euripides, who appears to have been brought 
upon the stage in the garb of a beggar. See Ari&tophanes ; Acharn. 430 ; and in other 
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their hands, thronging up the winding path, their gay dresses and gar- 
lands disappearing and emerging by turns as they passed round the 
angles of the rock, — then perhaps 

ALCIBIADES. 

Now, by Venus herself, sweet lady, where you are we shall lack 
neither sun, nor flowers, nor spring, nor temple, nor goddess. 

CHARICLEA. {Stn^S,) 

Let this sunny hour be given, 

Venus, unto love and mirth : 

Smiles like thine are in the heaven ; 

Bloom like thine is on the earth ; 

And the tinkling of the fountains, 

And the murmurs of the sea, 

And the echoes from the mountains, 

Speak of youth, and hope, and thee. 

By whate’er of soft expression 
Thou hast taught to lovers’ eyes. 

Faint denial, slow confession. 

Glowing cheeks and stifled sighs ; 

By the pleasure and the pain, 

By the follies and the wiles. 

Pouting fondness, sweet disdain. 

Happy tears and mournful smiles ; 

Come with music floating o’er thee ; 

Come with violets springing round : 

Let the Graces dance before thee, 

All their golden zones unbound ; 

Now in sport their faces hiding, 

Now, with slender fingers fair. 

From their laughing eyes dividing 
The long curls of rose-crowned hair. 

ALCIBIADES. 

Sweetly sung ; but mournfully, Chariclea ; for which I would chide 
you, but that I am sad myself. More wine there. I wish to all the 
gods that I had fairly sailed from Athens. 

CHARICLEA. 


And from me, Alcibiades? 


ALCIBIADES. 

Yes, from you, dear lady. The days which immediately precede 
separation are the most melancholy of our lives. 
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CHARICLEA. 

Except those which immediately follow it. 

ALCIBIADES. 

No ; when I cease to see you, other objects may compel my attention ; 
but can I be near you without thinking how lovely you are, and how 
soon 1 must leave you ? 


HIPPOMACHUS. 

Ay ; travelling soon puts such thoughts out of men’s heads. 


CALLICLES. 

A battle is the best remedy for them. 

CHARICLEA. 

A battle, I should think, might supply their place with others as un- 
pleasant. 

CALLICLES. 

No. The preparations are rather disagreeable to a novice. But as 
soon as the fighting begins, by Jupiter, it is a noble time ; — men tramp- 
ling, — shields clashing, — spears breaking, — and the pcean roaring louder 
than all. 

CHARICLEA. 

But what if you are killed ? 


CALLICLES. 

What indeed? You must ask Speusippus that question. He is a 
philosopher. 

ALCIBIADES. 

Yes, and the greatest of philosophers, if he can answer it. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Pythagoras is of opinion 

HIPPOMACHUS. 

Pythagoras stole that and all his other opinions from Asia and B^gypt. 
The transmigration of the soul and the vegetable diet are derived from 
India. 1 met' a Brachman in Sogdiana 

CALLICLES. 


All nonsense ! 
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CHARICLEA. 

What think you, Alcibiades ? 

ALCIBIADES. 

I think that, if the doctrine be true, your spirit will be transfused into 
one of the doves who carry * ambrosia to the gods or verses to the mis- 
tresses of poets. Do you remember Anacreon’s lines ? How should you 
like such an office? 

CHARICLEA. 

If I were to be your dove, Alcibiades, and you would treat me as 
Anacreon treated liis, and let me nestle in your breast and drink from 
your cup, I would submit even to carry your love-letters to other ladies. 

CALLICLES. 

What, in the name of Jupiter, is the use of all these speculations about 
death ? Socrates once f lectured me upon it the best part of a day. I 
have hated the sight of him ever since. Such things may suit an old 
sophist when he is fasting ; but in the midst of wine and music 

HIPPOMACHUS. 

I differ from you. The enlightened Egyptians bring skeletons into 
their banquets, in order to remind their guests to make the most of their 
life while they have it. 


CALLICLES. 

I want neither skeleton nor sophist to teach me that lesson. More 
wine, I pray you, and less wisdom. If you must believe something which 
you never can know, why not be contented with the long stories about 
the other world which are told us when we are initiated at the Eleusinian 
mysteries 

CHARICLEA. 


And what are those stories ? 


ALCIBIADES. 

Are not you initiated, Chariclea ? 


CHARICLEA. 

No ; my mother was a Lydian, a barbarian ; and therefore 

* Homer’s Odyssey, xii. 6r 

t See the close of Plato’s Gorgias. 

t The scene which follows is founded upon history. Thucydides tells us, in his sixth 
book, that about this time Alcibiades was suspected of having assisted at a mock cele- 
bration of these famous mysterie%, It was the opinion of the vulgar among the 
Athenians that ejctraordinary privileges were granted in the other world to all who 
had been initiated. 
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ALCIBIADES. 

I understand. Now the curse of Venus on the fools who made so hate- 
ful a law ! Speusippus, does not your friend Euripides * say 

“ The land where thou art prosperous is thy country? ” 

Surely we ought to say to every lady 

“ The land where thou art pretty is thy country.’^ 

Besides, to exclude foreign beauties from the chorus of the initiated in the 
Elysian fields is less cruel to them than to ourselves. Chariclea, you 
shall be initiated. 

CHARICLEA. 

When? 

ALCIBIADES. 

Now. 

CHARICLEA. 

Where ? 

ALCIBIADES. 

Here. 

CHARICLEA. 

Delightful ! 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

But there must be an interval of a year, between the purification and 
the initiation. 

ALCIBIADES. 

We will suppose all that. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

And nine days of rigid mortification of the senses. 

ALCIBIADES. 

We will suppose that loo. I am sure it was supposed, with as little 
reason, when 1 was initiated. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

But you are sworn to secrecy. 

ALCIBIADES. 

You a sophist, and talk of oaths ! You a pupil of Euripides, and forget 
his maxims ! 

** My lips have sworn it ; but my mind is free.” f ‘ 

* The right of Eurif^ides to this line is somewhat disputable. See Aristophanes ; 

t See Euripides ; Hippolytus, 608. For the Jesuitical morality of this line Euripides 
is bitterly attacked by the comic poet. 
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SPEUSIPPUS. 


But Alcibiades 

ALCIBIADES. 

What ! Are you afraid of Ceres and Proserpine ? 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

No— but — ^but — I— that is I — but it is best to be safe — I mean — 
Suppose there should be something in it. 

ALCIBIADES. 

Now, by Mercury, I shall die with laughing. O Speusippus, 
Speusippus ! Go back to your old father. Dig vineyards, and judge 
causes, and be a respectable citizen. But never, while you live, again 
dream of being a philosopher. 


SPEUSIPPUS. 

Nay, I was only 

ALCIBIADES. 

A pupil of Gorgias and Melesigenes afraid of Tartarus ! In what 
region of the infernal world do you expect your domicile to be fixed ? 
Shall you roll a stone like Sisyphus? Hard exercise, Speusippus ! 

•iSPEUSIPPUS. 

In the name of all the gods 

ALCIBIADES. 

Or shall you sit starved and thirsty in the midst of fruit and wine like 
Tantalus ? Poor fellow ? I think I see your face as you are springing 
up to the branches and missing your aim. Oh Bacchus ! Oh 
Mercury ! 

SPEUSIPPUS. 


Alcibiades ! 

ALCIBIADES. 

Or perhaps you will be food for a vulture, like the huge fellow who 
was rude to Latona. 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

Alcibiades ! 

ALCIBIADES. 

Never fear. Minos will not be so cruel. Your eloquence will triumph 
over all accusations. The Furies will skulk away like disappointed 
sycophants. Only address the judges of hell in the speech wnich you 
were prevented from speaking last assembly. When I consider" — 
is not that the beginning of it ? Come, man, do not be angry. Why do 
you pace up and down with such long steps? You are not in Tartarus 
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yet. You seem to think that you are already stalking like poor 
Achilles, 

“With stride 

Majestic through the plain of Asphodel.”* 

SPEUSIPPUS. 

How can you talk so, when you know that I believe all that foolery as 
little as you do ? 

ALCIBIADES. 

Then march. You shall be the crier, f Callicles, you shall carry the 
torch. Why do you stare ? 


CALLICLES. 

I do not much like the frolic. 

ALCIBIADES. 

Nay, surely you are not taken with a fit of piety. If all be true that 
is told of you, you have as little reason to think the gods vindictive as any 
man breathing. If you be not belied, a certain golden goblet which I 
have seen at your house was once in the temple of Juno at Corey ra. 
And men say that there was a priestess at Tarentum 

CALLICLES. 

A fig for the gods ! I was thinking about the Archons. You will 
have an accusation laid against you to-morrow. It is not very pleasant 
to be tried liefore the king.ij: 


ALCIBIADES. 

Never fear : there is not a sycophant in Attica who would dare to 
breathe a word against me, for the golden § plane-tree of the great king. 


HIPPOMACHUS. 


That plane-tree 


ALCIBIADES. 

Never mind the plane-tree. Come, Callicles, you were not so timid 
when you plundered the merchantman off Cape Malea. Take up the 
torch and move. Hippomachus, tell one of the slaves to bring asow.(| 

* See Homer’s Odyssey, xi. 538. 

t The crier and torchbearer were important functionaries at the celebratit)n of thi* 
Eleusinian mysteries. 

t The name of king was given in the Athenian democracy to the m.agistrate who 
exercised those spiritual functions which in the monarchical times had belonged to the 
sovereign. His court took cognisance of offences against the religion of the state. 

I See Herodotus, viii. 28. 

I A sow was sacrificed to Ceres at the admission to the greater mysteries 
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CALLICLES. 

And what part are you to play ? 

ALCIBIADES. 

I shall be hierophant. Herald, to your office. Torch bearer, advance 
with the lights. Come forward, lair novice. We will celebrate the rite 
within. \Exeunt.) 


CRITICISMS ON THE PRINCIPAL ITALIAN 
WRITERS. 

No. I. Dante. (January 1824.) 


" Fairest of stars, last in the train of night, 

If better thou belong not to the dawn, 

Sure pledge of day, that crown’ st the smiling mom 
With thy bright circlet.” Milton’. 

In a review of Italian literature, Dante has a double claim to precedency. 
He was the earliest and the greatest writer of his country. He was the 
first man who fully descried and exhibited the powers of his native 
dialect. The Latin tongue, which, under the most favourable circum- 
stances, and in the hands of the greatest masters, had still been poor, 
feeble, and singularly unpoetical, and which had, in the age of Dante, 
been debased by the admixture of innumerable barbarous w#rds and 
idioms, was still cultivated with superstitious veneration, and received, 
in the last stage of corruption, more honours than it had deserved in the 
period of its life and vigour. It was the language of the cabinet, of the 
university, of the church. It was employed by all who aspired to dis- 
tinction in the higher walks of poetry. In compassion to the ignorance 
of his mistress, a cavalier might now and then proclaim his passion in 
Tuscan or Proven9al rhymes. The vulgar might occasionally be edified 
by a pious allegoiy in the popular jargon. But no writer had conceived 
it possible that the dialect of peasants and market-women should possess 
sufficient energy and precision for a majestic and durable work. Dante 
adventured first. He detected the rich treasures of thought and diction 
which still lay latent in their ore. He refined them into purity. He 
burnished them into splendour. He fitted them for every purpose of use 
and magnificence. And he has thus acquired the glory, not only of pro- 
ducing the finest narrative poem of modern *times but also of creating a 
language, distinguished by unrivalled melody, and peculiarly capable of 
furnishing to lofty and passionate thoughts their appropriate garb of 
severe and concise expression. 
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To many this may appear a singular panegyric on the Italian tongue. 
Indeed the great majority of the young gentlemen and young ladies, who, 
when they are asked whether they read Italian, answer “yes,'’ never go 
beyond the stories at the end of their grammar, — The Pastor Fido, — or an 
act of Artaserse. They could as soon read a Babylonian brick as a canto 
of Dante, Hence it is a general opinion, among those who know little 
or nothing of the subject, that this admirable language is adapted only to 
the effeminate cant of sonnctteers, musicians, and connoisseurs. 

The fact is that Dante and Petrarch have been the Oromasdes and 
Arimanes of Italian literature. I wish not to detract from the merits of 
Petrarch. No one can doubt that his poems exhibit, amidst some imbe- 
cility and more affectation, much elegance, ingenuity, and tenderness. 
They present us with a mixture which can only be compared to the 
whimsical concert descubed by the humorous poet of Modena : 

“ S’ udian gli usignuoli, al primo albore, 

E gli asini cantar veisi d’amore.” * 

I am not, however, nt present speaking of the intrinsic excellencies of his 
writings, which I shall take another opportunity to examine, but of the 
effect which they produced on the literature of Italy. The florid and 
luxurious charms of his style enticed the poets and the public from the 
contemplation of nobler and sterner models. In truth, though a rude 
state of society is that in which great original works are most frequently 
produced, it is also that in which they are worst appreciated. This may 
appear paradoxical ; but it is proved by experience, and is consistent with 
reason. To be without any received canons of taste is good for the few 
who can create, but bad for the many who can only imitate and judge. 
Great and active minds cannot rema in at rejit. In a cultivated ac:e they 
are^oo oiten conientlid lu llluve on m the beaten path. But where no 
path exists they will make one. Thus the Iliad, the Odyssey, the Divine 
Comedy, appeared in dark and half barbarous times : and thus of the few 
original works which have been produced in more polished ages we owe 
a large proportion to men in low stations and of uninformed minds. I 
will instance, in our own language, the Pilgrim’s Progress and Robinson 
Crusoe. Of all the prose works of fiction which we possess, these are, I 
will not say the best, but the most peculiar, the most unprecedented, the 
most inimitable. Had Bunyan and Defoe been educated gentlemen, they 
would probably have published translations and imitations of French ro- 
mances “by a person of quality.” I am not sure that we should have 
had Lear if Shakspeare had been able to read Sophocles. 

But these circumstances, while they foster genius, are unfavourable to 
the science of criticism. Men judge by comparison. They are unable 
to estimate the grandeur of an object when there is no standard by which 
they can measure it. One of the French philosophers (I beg Gerard’s par- 
don), who accompanied Napoleon to Egypt, tells us that, when he first 
visited the great Pyramid, he was surprised to see it so diminutive. It 
stood alonedn a boundless plain. There was nothing near it from which 
he could calculate its magnitude. But when the camp was pitched beside 
it, and the tents appeared like diminutive specks around its base, he then 
perceived the immensity of this mightiest work of man. In the same 
manner, it is not till a crowd of petty writers has spnmg up that the 
merit of the great masterspirits of literature is understood. 

* Tassoni ; Secchia Rapita, c.anto i. stanza 6. 

C 
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We liave indeed ample proof that Dante was highly admired in his 
own and the following age. I wish that we had equal proof that he was 
admired for his excellencies. But it is a remarkable corroboration of 
what has been said, that this great man seems to have been utterly unable 
to appreciate himself. In his treatise De Vulgari Eloguentia he talks 
with satisfaction of what he has done for Italian literature, of the purity 
and correctness of his style. “ Cependani^^' says a favourite* writer of 
mine, “ il n'est ni ni correct^ mais il est createur^^ Considering the 
difficulties with which Dante had to struggle, we may perhaps be more 
inclined than the French critic to allow him this praise. Still it is by no 
means his highest or most peculiar title to applause. It is scarcely neces- 
sary to say that those qualities which escaped the notice of the poet him- 
self were not likely to attract the attention of the commentators. The 
fact is, that, while the public homage was paid tP some absurdities with 
which his works may be justly charged, and to many more which were 
falsely imputed to them, — while lecturers were paid to expound and 
eulogise his physics, his metaphysics, his theology, all bad of their kind, 
— while annotators laboured to detect allegorical meanings of which the 
author never dreamed, the great powers of his imagination, and the 
incomparable force of . his style, were neither admired nor imitated. 
Arimanes had prevailed. The Divine Comedy was to that age what St. 
Paul’s Cathedral was to Omai. The poor Otaheitean stared listlessly 
for a moment at the huge cupola, and ran into a toyshop to play with 
beads. Italy, too, was charmed with literary trinkets, and played with 
them for four centuries. 

From the time of Petrarch to the appearance of Alfieri’s tragedies, we 
may trace in almost every page of Italian literature the influence of those 
celebrated sonnets which, from the nature both of their Idealities and 
their faults, were peculiarly unfit to be models for general imitation. 
Almost all the poets of that period, however different in the degree and 
quality of their talents, are characterised by great exaggeration, and as a 
necessary consequence, great coldness of sentiment ; by a passion for 
frivolous and tawdry ornament ; and, above all, by an extreme feebleness 
and diffuseness of style. Tasso, Marino, Guarini, Metastasio, and a 
crowd of writers of inferior merit and celebrity, were spell-bound in the 
enchanted gardens of a gaudy and meretricious Alcina, who concealed 
debility and deformity beneath the deceitful semblance of loveliness and 
health. Ariosto, the great Ariosto himself, like hi.s own Ruggiero, 
stooped for a time to linger amidst the magic flowers and fountains, and 
to caress the gay and painted sorceress. But to him, as to his own 
Ruggiero, had been given the omnipotent ring and the winged counser, 
which bore him from the paradise of deception to the regions of light 
and nature. 

The evil of which I speak was not confined to the graver poets. It 
infected satire, comedy, burlesque. No person can admire more than I 
do the great masterpieces of wit and humour which Italy has procViced. 
Still I cannot but discern and lament a great deficiency, which is com- 
mon to them all. I find in them abundance of ingenuity, of droll nalvet^, 
>f profound and just reflection, of happy expression. Manners, charac- 
ers, opinions, are treated with “ a most learned spirit of human dealing.” 
But something is still wanting. We read, and we admire, and we yawn. 
We look in vain for the bacchanalian fury which inspired the comedy of 

* 

* Stsmondi, Litt^rature du Midi de I’Europc. 
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Athens, for the fierce and withering scorn which animates the invectives 
of Juvenal and Dryden, or even for the compact and pointed diction which 
adds zest to the verses of Pope and Boileau. There is no enthusiasm, 
no energy, no condensation, nothing which springs from strong feeling, 
nothing which tends to excite it. Many fine thoughts and fine expres- 
sions reward the toil of reading. Still it is a toil. The Secchia Rapita, 
in some points the best poem of its kind, is painfully diffuse and languid. 
The Animali Parlauti of Casti is perfectly intolerable. T admire the 
dexterity of the plot, and the liberality of the opinions. I admit that it 
is impossible to turn to a page which does not contain something that 
deserves to be remembered ; but it is at least six times as long as it ought 
to be. And the garrulous feebleness of the style is a still greater fault 
than the length of the work. 

It may be thought that I have gone too far in attributing these evils to 
the influence of the works and the fame of Petrarch. It cannot, however, 
be doubted that they have arisen, in a great measure, from a neglect of 
the style of Dante. This is not more proved by the decline of Italian 
poetry then by its resuscitation. After the lapse of four hundred and 
fifty years, there appeared a man capable of appreciating and imitating 
the father of Tuscan literature — Vittorio Alfieri. Like the prince in the 
nursery tale, he sought and found the sleeping beauty within the recesses 
which had so long concealed her from mankind. The portal was indeed 
rusted by time ; — the dust of ages had accumulated on the hangings ; — 
the furniture was of antique fashion ; — and the gorgeous colour of the 
embroidery had faded. But the living charms which were well worth 
all the rest remained in the bloom of eternal youth, and well rewarded 
the bold adventurer who roused them from their long slumber. In every 
line of the Philip and the Saul, the greatest poems, I think, of the 
eighteenth century, we may trace the influence of that mighty genius 
which has immortalised the ill-starred love of Francesca, and the paternal 
agonies of Ugolino. Alfieri bequeathed the sovereignty of Italian litera- 
ture to the author of the Aristodemus — a man of genius scarcely inferior 
to his own, and a still more devoted disciple of the great Florentine. It 
must be acknowledged that this eminent writer has sometimes pushed too 
far his idolatry of Dante. To borrow a sprightly illustration from Sir 
John Denham, he has not only imitated his garb, but borrowed his 
clothes. He often quotes his phrases ; and he has, not very judiciously 
as it appears to me, imitated his versification. Nevertheless, he has dis- 
played many of the higher excellencies of his master ; and his works may 
justly inspire us with a hope that the Italian language will long flourish 
under a new literary dynasty, or rather under the legitimate line, which has 
at length been restored to a throne long occupied by specious usurpers. 

The man to whom the literature of his country owes its origin and its 
revival was bom in times singularly adapted to call forth his extraordinary 
powers. Religious zeal, chivalrous love and honour, democratic liberty, 
are the three most powerful principles that have ever influenced the 
c haracter of large masses of men. Each of them singly has often excited 
the greatest enthusiasm, and produced the most important changes. In 
^ the time of Dante all the three, often in amalgamation, generally in con- 
flict, agitated the public mind. The preceding generation had witnessed 
the wrongs and the revenge of the brave, the accomplished, the unfor- 
tunate Emperor Frederic the Second, — apoet in 
a philosopuei w aii itgtl ' 5 r 'TOWlC?,‘^^ statesmatyj^aiT^^^^ 
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During the whole life of the poet, Italy was experiencing the conse- 
quences of the memorable stniggle which he had maintained against the 
Church. The finest works of imagination have always been produced in 
tin^^of j>qlitiQai CjQ^ as the richest vineyards and 'the swe^^ 

®wei£^alwaX5^. €10 w on the soil which has been fertilised by the fiery 
deiugg,j2|ja To look no further than the literary history of our 

own country, can we doubt that Shakspeare was in a great measure pro- 
duced by the Reformation, and Wordsworth by the French Revolution ? 
Poets often avoid political transactions ; they often affect to despise them. 
But, whether they perceive it or not, they must be influenced by them. 
As long as their minds have any point of contact with those of their 
fellow-men, the electric impulse, at whatever distance it may originate, 
will be circuitously communicated to them. 

This will be the case even in large societies, where the division of 
labour enables many .speculative men to observe the face of nature, or to 
analyse their own minds, at a distance from the seat of political trans- 
actions. In the little republic of which Dante was a member the state of 
things was very different. These small communities are most unmerci- 
fully abused by most of our modem professors of the science of govern- 
ment. In such states, they tell us, factions are always most violent : 
where both parties are cooped up within a narrow .space, political differ- 
ence necessarily produces personal malignity. Every man must be a 
soldier ; every moment may produce a war. No citizen can lie down 
secure that he shall not be roused by the alarum-bell, to repel or avenge 
an injury. In such petty quarrels Greece squandered the blood which 
might have purchased for her the permanent empire of the world, and 
Italy wasted the energy and the abilities which would have enabled her 
to defend her independence against the Pontiffs and the Cjesars. 

All this is true ; yet there is still a compensation. Mankind has not 
derived so much benefit from the empire of Rome as from the city of 
Athens, nor from the kingdom of France as from the city of Florence. 
The violence of party feeling may be an evil ; but it calls forth that 
activity of mind which in some states of society it is desirable to produce 
at any expense. U niversal soldiership may be an evil ; but where every 
man is a soldier there will be no standing army. And is it no evil that 
one man in every fifty should be bred to the trade of slaughter ; should 
live only by destroying and by exposing himself to be destroyed ; should 
fight without enthusiasm and conquer without glory ; be .sent to a 
hospital when wounded, and rot on a dunghill when old ? Such, over 
more than two-thirds of Europe, is the fate of soldiers. It was some- 
thing that the citizen of Milan or Florence fought, not merely in the 
vague and rhetorical sense in which the words are often usea, but in 
sober truth, for his parents, his children, his lands, his house, his altars. 
It was something that he marched forth to battle beneath the Carroccio, 
which had been the object of his childish veneration : that his aged 
father looked down from the battlements on his exploits ; that his friends 
and his rivals were the witnesses of his glory. If he fell, he was con- 
signed to no venal or heedless guardians. The same day saw him con- 
veyed within the walls which he had defended. His wounds were 
dressed by his mother ; his confession was whispered to the friendly priest 
who bad heard and absolved the folilbs of his youth ; his last sigh was 
breathed upon the lips of the lady of his love. Surely there is no sword 
like that which is l^aten otH of a ploughshare. Surely this state of 
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things was not unniixedly bad ; its evils were alleviated by enthusiasm 
and by tenderness ; and it will at least be acknowledged that it was well 
fitted to nurse poetical genius in an imaginative and observant mind. 

Nor did the religious spirit of the age tend less to this result than its 
political circumstances. Fanaticism is an evil, but it is not the greatest 
of evils. It is good that a people should be roused by any means from a 
state of utter torpor that their minds should be diverted from objects 
merely sensual, to meditations, however erroneous, on the mysteries of the 
moral and intellectual \vt)rld ; and from interests which are immediately 
selfish to those which relate to the past, the future, and the remote. 
These effects have sometimes been prc^uced by the worst superstitions 
that ever existed ; but the Catholic religion, even in the time of its ut- 
most extravagance and atrocity, never wholly lost the spirit of the Great 
Teacher, whose precepts form the noblest code, as His conduct furnished 
the purest example, of moral excellence. It is of all religions the most 
poetical. The ancient superstitions furnished the fancy with beautiful 
images, but took no hold on the heart. The doctrines of the Reformed 
Churches have most powerfully influenced the feelings and the conduct of 
men, but have not presented them with visions of sensible beauty and 
grandeur. The Roman Catholic Church has united to the awful doc- 
trines of the one what Mr Coleridge calls the “fair humanities” of the 
other. It has enriched sculpture and painting with the loveliest and 
most majestic forms. To the Phidian Jupiter it can oppose the Moses 
of Michael Angelo; and to the voluptuous beauty of the Queen of 
Cyprus, the serene and pensive loveliness of the Virgin Mother. I'he 
legends of its martyrs and its saints may vie in ingenuity and interest 
with the mythological fables of Greece ; its ceremonies and processions 
were the delight of the vulgar ; the huge fabric of secular power with 
which it Nvas connected attracted the admiration of the statesman. At 
the same time, it never lost sight of the most solemn and tremendous 
doctrines of Christianity, — the incarnate God, — the judgment, — the retri- 
bution, — the eternity of happiness or torment. I'hus, while, like the 
ancient religions, it received incalculable support from policy and cere- 
mony, it never wholly became, like those religions, a merely political 
and ceremonial institution. 

The beginning of the thirteenth century was, as Machiavelli has 
remarked, the era of a great revival of this extraordinary system. Tlie 
policy of Innocent, — the grow'th of the Inquisition and the mendicant 
orders, — the wars against the Albigenses, the Pagans of the East, and 
the unfortunate princes of the house of Swabia, agitated Italy during the 
two following generations. In this point Dante w^as completely under 
the influence of his age. He was a man of a turbid and melancholy 
spirit. In early youth he had entertained a strong and unfortunate 
passion, which, long after the death of her whom he loved, continued to 
haunt him. Dissipation, ambition, misfortunes had not effaced it. He 
was not only a sincere, but a passionate, believer. The crimes and 
abuses of the Church of Rome wei*e indeed loathsome to him ; but to all 
iU doctrines and all its rites he arlhered wdth enthusiastic fondness and 


veneration ; and, at length, driven from his native country, reduced to a 
situation the most painful to a man of his disposition, coiwleraned to learn 
by experience ihiit pn * ic bitter as brfiifltii nf 


* “Tu proverai si come sa di sale 
Lo pane altruif e come dduro c^le 
Lo scendere e’l sa'ir per T altrui scale.** 

ParadisOt canto xvii. 
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no ascent so painful as the staircase of a patron, — his wounded spirit took 

unforgotten object of his 
early tenderness, was invested by his imagination with glorious and 
mysterious attributes ; she was enthroned among the highest of the 
celestial hierarchy : Almighty Wisdom had assigned to her the care of 
the sinful and unhappy wanderer who had loved her with such a perfect 
love.* By a confusion, like that which often takes place in dreams, he 
has sometimes lost sight of her human nature, and even of her personal 
existence, and seems to consider her as one of the attributes of the 
Deity. 

But those religious hopes which had released the mind of the sublime 
enthusiast from the terrors of death had not rendered his speculations on 
human life more cheerful. This is an inconsistency which may often be 
observed in men of a similar temperament. He hoped for happiness be- 
yond the grave : but he felt none on earth. It is from this cause, more 
than from any other, that his description of Heaven is so far inferior to 
the Hell or the Purgatory. With the pavssions and miseries of the suffer- 
ing spirits he feels a strong sympathy. But among the beatified he 
appears as one who has nothing in common with them, — as one who is 
incapable of comprehending, not only the degree, but the nature of their 
enjoyment. We think that we see him standing amidst those smiling 
and radiant spirits with that scowl of unutterable misery on his brow, and 
that curl of bitter disdain on his lips, which all his portraits have pre- 
served, and which might furnish Chantrey with hints for the head of his 
projected Satan. 

There is no poet whose intellectual and moral character are so closely 
connected. The great source, as it appears to me, of the power of the 
Divine Comedy is the strong belief with which the story seems to be 
told. In this respect, the only books which approach to its excellence 
are Gulliver’s Travels and Robinson Crusoe. The solemnity of his 
asseverations, the consistency and minuteness of his details, the earnest- 
ness with which he labours to make the reader understand the exact 
shape and size of everything that he describes, give an air of reality to his 
wildest fictions. I should only weaken this statement by quoting 
instances of a feeling which pervades the whole work, and to which it 
owes much of its fascination. This is the real justification of the many 
passages in his poem which bad critics have condemned as grotesque. I 
am concerned to see that Mr Cary, to whom Dante owes more than ever 
poet owed to translator, has sanctioned an accusation utterly unworthy 
of his abilities. “ His solicitude,” says that gentleman, “ to define all 
his images in such a manner as to bring them within the circle of our 
vision, and to subject them to the power of the pencil, renders him little 
better than grotesque, where Milton has since taught us to expect 
sublimity.” It is true that Dante has never shrunk from embodying his 
conceptions in determinate words, that he has even given measures and 
numbers, where Milton would have left his images to float undefined in 
a gorgeous haze of language. Both were right. Milton did not profess 
to have l>een in heaven or hell. He might therefore reasonably confine 
himself to magnificent generalities. Far different W'as the office of the 
lonely traveller, who had wandered through the nations of the dead. 
Had he described the abode of the rejected spirits in language resembling 
the splendid lines of the English Poet, — had he told us of — 

* “ L’amico mic^ c non della ventnra.” 

In/tmot canto ii. 
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An universe of death, which God by curse 
Created evil, for evil only good, 

WJiere all life dies, death lives, and Nature breeds 
Perverse all monstrous, all prodigious things. 

Abominable, unutterable, and worse 

Than fables yet have feigned, or fear conceived, 

Gorgons, and hydras, and chimaeras dire 

this would doubtless have been noble writing. But where would have 
been that strong impression of reality, which, in accordance with his plan, 
it should have been his great object to produce ? It was absolutely 
necessary for him to delineate accurately ‘‘all monstrous, all prodigious 
things,” — to utter what might to others appear “ unutterable,” — to relate 
with the air of truth what fables had never feigned, — to embody what 
fear had never conceived. And I will frankly confess that the vague 
sublimity of Milton affects me less than these reviled details of Dante. 
We read Milton ; and we know that we are reading a great poet. 
When we read Dante, the poet vanishes. We are listening to the man 
who has returned from “ the valley of the dolorous abyss ; ” ^ — we seem 
to see the dilated eye of horror, to hear the shuddering accents with 
which he tells his fearful tale. Considered in this light, the narratives 
arc exactly what they should be, — definite in themselves, but suggesting 
to the mind ideas of awful and indefinite wonder. They are made up of 
the images of the earth : — they are told in the language of the earth.-- 
Yet the whole effect is, beyond expression, wild and unearthly. The 
fact is, that supernatural beings, as tong as they are considered merely ^ 
with reference to their own nature, excite our feelings very feebly. It is ' 
wlien the great gulf whicli separates them from us is passed, wlien we 
suspect some strange and undefinable relation between the laws of the > 
visible and the invisible world, that they rouse, perhaps, the strongest i 
emotions of which our nature is capable. How many children, and how; 
many men, are afraid of ghosts, who are not afraid of God ! And this,'- 
Ixjcause, though they entertain a much stronger conviction of the* 
existence of a Deity than of the reality of apparitions, they have no' 
apprehension that he will manifest himself to them in any sensible, 
manner. While this is the case, to descril)e superhuman lieings in the j 
language, and to attribute to them the actions, of humanity may be) 
grotesque, un philosophical, inconsistent ; but it will be the only mode of 
working upon the feelings of men, and, therefore, the only mode suited \ 
for poetry. Shakspeare understood this well, as he understood every- j 
thing that belonged to his art. Who does not sympathise with the ‘ 
rapture of Ariel, flying after sunset on the wings of the bat, or sucking 
in the cups of flowers with the bee ? Who does not shudder at the 
caldron of Macbeth ? Where is the philosopher who is not moved when 
he thinks of the strange connection between the infernal spirits and “ the 
sow’s blood that hath eaten her nine farrow ? ” But this difficult task of 
representing supernatural beings to our minds, in a manner which shall 
be neither unintelligible to our intellects nor wholly inconsistent with our 
ideas of their nature, has never been .so well performed as by Dante. I 
will refer to three instances, which are, perhaps, the most striking : — • 
the description of the transformations of the serpents and the robbers, in 
the twenty-fifth canto of the Inferno, — the passage concerning Nimrod, 

* “ La valle d’abtsso doloroso."— canto iv. 
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in the thirty-first canto of the same part, — and the magnificent procession 
in the twenty-ninth canto of the Purgatorio. 

The metaphors and comparisons of Dante harmonise admirably with 
that air of strong reality of which I have spoken. They have a very 
peculiar character. He is perhaps the only poet whose writings would 
become much less intelligible if all illustrations of this sort were ex- 
punged. His similes are frequently rather those of a traveller than of a 
poet. He employs them not to display his ingenuity by fanciful 
analogies, — not to delight the reader by affording him a distant and 
passing glimpse of beautiful images remote from the path in which he is 
proceeding, but to give an exact idea of the objects which he is describing, 
Dy comparing them with others generally known. The boiling pitch in 
Malebolge was like that in the Venetian arsenal : — the mound on which; 
he travelled along the banks of Phlegethon was like that between Ghent 
and Bruges, but not so large : — the cavities where the Simoniacal 
prelates are confined resemble the Pouts in the Church of John at 
Florence. h>ery reader of Dante will recall many other illustrations of 
this description, which add to the appearance of sincerity and earnest- 
ness from which the narrative derives so much of its interest. 

Many of his comparisons, again, are intended to give an exact idea of 
his feelings under particular circumstances. The delicate shades of grief, 
of fear, of anger, are rarely discriminated with sufficient accuracy in the 
language of the most refined nations. A mde dialect never abounds in 
nice distinctions of this kind. Dante therefore employs the most accurate 
and infinitely the most poetical mode of marking the precise state of his 
mind. Every person who has experienced the bewildering elTect of 
sudden bad tidings, — the stupefaction, — the vague doubt of the truth of 
our own perceptions which they produce,— will understand the following 
simile : — “ I was as he is who dreameth his own harm, — who, dreaming, 
wishes that it may be all a dream, so that he desires that which is as 
though it were not,” This is only one out of a hundred equally striking 
and expressive similitudes. The comparisons of Homer and Milton are 
magnificent digressions. It scarcely injures their effect to detach them 
from the work. 'I'hose of Dante are very different. They derive their 
beauty from the context, and reflect Ijeauty upon it. His embroidery 
cannot be taken out without spoiling the whole web. I cannot dismiss 
this part of the subject without advising every person who can muster 
sufficient Italian to read the simile of the sheep, in the third canto of the 
Purgatorio. I think it the most perfect passage of the kind in the world, 
the . most imaginative, the most picturesque, and the most sweetly 
expressed. 

No person can have attended to the Divine Comedy without observing 
how little impression the forms of the external w'orld appear to have 
made on the mind of Dante. His temper and his situation had led him 
to fix his observation almost jexclusively on human nature. The exquisite 
opening of the eighth* canto of the Purgatorio affords a strong instance 
of this. He leaves to others the earth, the ocean, and the sky. His 

, ♦ I cannot help obsci vitig that Gray’s imitation of tVat noble line 

“ Che paia Mgiorna piangcr che si muore/’ — 

is one of the mo«t striking instances of injudicious plagiarism with which T am .'ac- 
quainted. Dante did not put this strong personification at the beginning of his descrip- 
tion. The imagination of the reader i^so well prepared for it by the previous lines, 
diat it appears perfectly natural and pathetic. Haced as Gray has placed it, neither 
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business is with man. To other writers, evening may be the season of 
dews, and stars and radiant clouds. To Bante it is the hour of fond 
recollection and passionate devotipu, — the hour which melts the heart of 
the manner and kindles the love of the pilgrim, — the hour when the toll 
of the bell seems to mourn for anotlier day which is gone and will return 
no more. 

The feeling of the present age has taken a direction diametrically 
opposite. The magnificence of the physical world, and its influence 
upon the human iniud, have been the favourite themes of our most 
eminent poets. The herd of bluestocking ladies and sonneteering gen- 
tlemen seem to consider a strong sensibility to the “ splendour of the 
grass, the glory of the flov/er,” as an ingredient absolutely indispensable 
in the formation of a poetical mind. They treat with contempt all 
writers who are unfortunately 

nec ponere lucum 
Artifices, nec rus saturum lauclare. 

Tlie orthodox ]ioctical creed is more Catholic. The noblest earthly 
object of the contemplation of man is maji liimself. The universe, and 
all its fair and glorious forms, are indeed included in the wide empire of 
tlie imagination ; but she has placed her home and her sanctuary amidst 
the inexhaustible varieties and the impenetrable mysteries of the mind. 

In tutte parti impera, c quivi regge ; 

Quivi e la sua cittadc, e I’alto seggio.* 

Othello is perhaps the greatest work in the world. From what does it 
derive its power? From the clouds? From the ocean? From the 
mountains? Or from love strong as death, and jealousy cruel as the 
grave? Wliat is it that we go forth to see in Ilamlet? Is it a reed 
shaken witli the wind? A small celandine? A bed of dalTodils? Or is it 
to contemplate a mighty and wayward mind laid bare before us to the 
inmost recesses? It may perhaps be doubted whether the lakes and the 
hills are V)etter fitted for the education of a poet than the dusky streets of 
a huge capital. Indeed who is not tired to death with pure description 
of scenery? Is it not the fact, that external objects never strongly excite 
our feelings but when they are contemplated in reference toman, as illus- 
trating his destiny, or as influencing his character? The most l)eaulirul 
object in the world, it will be allowed, is a beautiful u^oman. But wlio 
that can analyse his feelings is not sensible that slie owes her fascination 
le.ss to grace of outline and delicacy of colour, than to a thousand asso- 
ciations which, often unperceived by ourselves, connect those qualities 
with the source of our existence, with the nourishment of our infancy, 
with the passions of our youtli, with the hopes of our age — with elegance, 
with vivacity, with tenderness, with the strongest of natural instincts, witlx 
the dearest of social ties ? 

To those who tliink thus, the insensibility of the Florentine poet to the 

preceded nor followed by anything that harmonises with it, it becomes a frigid con- 
ceit. Woe to the unskilful rider wlio ventures on the horses of Achilles ! 

ol d' dXeyfiPol 
dv8pd<xi ye 0vT}T6i(Ti daii'fiiJiepai 

y 'AxtXiJ* rdi' dOapdrij r^Ke 

* laftrno, canto x. 
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beauties of nature will not appear an unpardonable deficiency. On man- 
kind no writer, with the exception of Shakspeare, has looked with a 
more penetrating eye. I have said that his poetic'al character had derived 
a tinge from his peculiar temper. It is on the sterner and darker pas- 
sions that he delights to dwell. All love excepting the half-mystic pas.sion 
which he still felt for his buried Beatrice, nad palled on the fierce and 
restless exile. The sad story of Rimini is almost a single exception. I 
know not whether it has been remarked, that, in one point, misanthropy 
seems to have affected his mind, as it did that of Swift. Nauseous and 
revolting images seem to have had a fascination for his mind ; and he 
repeatedly places before his readers, with all the energy of his incom- 
parable style, the most loathsome objects of the sewer and the dissecting- 
room. 

There is another peculiarity in the poem of Dante, which, I think, 
deserves notice. Ancient mythology has hardly ever been successfully 
interwoven with modern poetry. One class of writers have introduced 
the fabulous deities merely as allegorical representatives of love, wine, or 
wisdom. ITiis necessarily renders their works tame and cold. We may 
sometimes admire their ingenuity ; but with what interest can we read 
of beings of whose personal existence the writer does not suffer us to 
entertain, for a moment, even a conventional belief? Even Spenser’s 
allegory is scarcely tolerable, till we contrive to forget that Una signifies 
innocence, and consider her merely as an oppressed lady under the pro- 
tection of a generous knight. 

Those writers who have, more judiciously, attempted to preserve the 
personality of the classical divinities have failed from a different cause. 
They have been imitators, and imitators at a disadvantage. Euripides 
and Catullus believed in Bacchus and Cybele as little as we do. But they 
lived among men who did. Their imaginations, if not their opinions, took 
the colour of the age. Hence the glorious inspiration of the Bacchoe and 
the Atys. Our minds are formed by circumstances : and I do not believe 
that it would be in the power of the greatest modern poet to lash himself 
up to a degree of enthusiasm adequate to the production of such works. 

Dante, alone among the poets of later times, has been, in this respect, 
neither an allegorist nor an imitator ; and, consequently, he alone has 
introduced the ancient fictions with effect. His Minos, his Charon, his 
Pluto, are absolutely terrific. Nothing can be more beautiful or original 
than the use which he has made of the River of Lethe. He has never 
assigned to his mythological characters any functions inconsistent with 
the creed of the Catholic Church. He has related nothing concerning 
them which a good Christian of that age might not believe possible. On 
this account there is nothing in these passages that appears puerile or 
pedantic. On the contrary, this singular use of classical names suggests 
to the mind a vague and awful idea of some mysterious revelation, anterior 
to all recorded history, of which the dispersed fragments might have been 
retained amidst the impostures and superstitions of later religions. In- 
deed the mythology of the Divine Comedy is of the elder and more 
colossal mould. It breathes the spirit of Ilomer and yEschylus, not of 
Dvid and Claudian. 

This is the more extraordinary, .since Dante seems to have been utterly 
ignorant of the Greek language ; and his favourite Latin models could 
only have served to mislead him. Indeed, it is impossible not to remark 
his admiration of writers far in%ior to himself ; and, in particular, his 
idolatry of Virgil, who, elegant and splendid as he is, has no pretensions 
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to the depth and originality of mind which characterise his Tuscan wor- 
shipper. In truth it may be laid down as an almost universal rule that 
good poets are bad critics. Their minds are under the tyranny of ten 
thousand associations imperceptible to others. The worst writer may 
easily happen to touch a spring which is connected in their minds with a 
long succession of beautiful images. 'J'hey are like the gigantic slaves of 
Aladdin, gifted with matchless power, but bound by spells so mighty 
that when a child whom they could have crusher! touched a talisman, of 
whose secret he was ignorant, they immediately became his vassals. It 
has more than once happened to me to see minds, graceful and majestic 
as the Titania of Shakspeare, bewitched by the charms of an ass’s head, 
bestowing on it the fondest caresses, and crowning it with the sweetest 
flowers. 1 need only mention the poems attributed to Ossian. They 
are utterly worthless, except as an edifying instance of the success of a 
story without evidence, and of a lx>ok without merit. They are a chaos 
of words which present no image, of images which have no archetype : — 
they arc without form and void ; and darkness is upon the face of them. 
Yet how many men of genius have panegyrised and imitated them ! 

The style of Dante is, if not his highest, perhaps his most peculiar ex- 
cellence. I know nothing with which it can be compared. The noblest 
models of Greek composition must yield to it. Ilis words are the 
fewest and the best which it is possible to use. The first expression in 
which he clothes his thoughts is always so energetic and comprehensive 
that amplification would only injure the effect. There is probably no 
writer in any language who has presented so many strong pictures to the 
mind. Yet there is probably no writer equally concise. This perfection 
of style is the principal merit of the Paradiso, which, as I have already 
remarked, is by no means equal in other respects to the two preceding 
parts of the poem. The force and felicity of the diction, however, 
irresistibly attract the reader through the theological lectures and the 
sketches of ecclesiastical biography, with which this division of the work 
too much abounds. It may seem almost absurd to quote particular 
specimens of an excellence which is diffused over all his hundred cantos. 
I will, liuwevcr, instance the third canto of the Inferno, and the sixth of 
the Purgatorio, as passages incomparable in their kind. The merit of 
the latter is, }>erhaps, rather oratorical than poetical ; nor can I reccdlect 
anything in the great Athenian speeches which equals it in force of 
invective and bitterness -of sarcasm. I have heard the most eloquent 
statesman of the age remark that, next to Demosthenes, Dante is the 
writer who ought to be most attentively studied by every man who 
desires to attain oratorical eminence. 

But it i.s time to close this feeble and rambling critique. I cannot re- 
frain, however, from saying a few words upon the translations of the 
Divine Comedy. Boyd’s is as tedious and languid as the original is 
rapid and forcible. The strange measure which he has chosen, and, for 
aught I know, invented, is most unfit for such a work. Translations 
ought never to be written in a verse which requires much command of 
rhyme. The stanza becomes a bed of Procrustes ; and the thoughts of 
the unfortunate author are alternately racked and curtailed to fit thei^ 
new receptacle. The abrupt and yet consecutive style of l^nte suffers 
more than that of any other poet by a version diffuse in style, and 
divided into paragraphs, for they deserve no other name, of equal 
length. 

Nothing can be said in favour of ilayley’s attempt, but that it is 
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])etter than Boyd’s. His mind was a tolerable specimen of filigree work, 
— rather elegant, and very feeble. All that can be said for his best 
works is that they are neat. All that can be said against his worst is 
that they are stupid. He might have translated Metastasio tolerably. 
But he was utterly unable to do justice to the 

rime e aspre e chiocce, 

*^Come si converrebbe al tristo buco.” * 

I turn with pleasure from these wretched performances to Mr Cary’s 
translation. It is a work which well deserves a separate discussion, 
and on which, if this article were not already too long, I could dwell 
with great pleasure. At present I will only say that there is no other 
version in the world, as far as I know, so faithful, yet that there is no 
other version which so fully proves that the translator is himself a man of 
poetical genius. Those who are ignorant of the Italian language should 
read it to become acquainted with the Divine Comedy. Those who arc 
most intimate with Italian literature should read it for its original merits : 
and I believe that they will find it difficult to detennine whether the 
author deserves most praise for his intimacy with the language of Dante, 
or for his extraordinary mastery over his own. 


CRITICISMS ON THE PRINCIPAL ITALIAN 
WRITERS. 

No. II. Petrarch. (Atril 1824.) 


Et VOS, o lauri, carpam, el te, proximo myrtp, 

Sic posits quoniam suaves mi.scetis odoies. Virgtl. 

It would not be easy to name a writer who.se* celebrity, when both its 
extent and its duration are taken into the account, can be considered as 
equal to that of Petrarch. Four centuries and a half have elapsed since 
his death. Yet still the inhabitants of every nation throughout the 
western world are as familiar with his character and his adventures as 
with the most illustrious name.s, and the most recent anecdotes, of their 
own literary history. This is indeed a rare distinction. His detractors 
must acknowledge that it could not have been acquired by a poet 
destitute of merit. His admirers will scarcely maintain that the unassisted 
merit of Petrarch could have raised him to that eminence which has not 
yet been attained by Shakspeare, Milton, or Dante, — that eminence, of 
^vhich perhaps no modem writer, excepting himself and Cervantes, has 
long retained possession, — an European reputation. 

It is not difficult to discover some of the causes to which this great man 
has owed a celebrity, which I cannot but think disproportioned to his 


*'Inferiio, canto xxxii. 
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real claiirttR on the admiration of mankind. In the first place, he is an 
egotist. Egotism in conversation is universally abhorred. Lovers, and, 

I believe, lovers alone, pardon it in each other. No services, no talents, 
no powers of pleasing, render it endurable. Gratitude, admiration, in- 
terest, fear, scarcely prevent those who are condemned to listen to it from 
indicating their disgust and fatigue. 'I'he childless uncle, the powerful 
patron can scarcely extort this compliance. We leave the inside of the 
mail in a storm, and mount the box, rather than hear the history of our 
companion. The chaplain bites his lips in the presence of the archbishop. 
The midshipman yawns at the table of the First Lord. Yet, from what- 
ever cause, this ])ractice, the pest of conversation, gives to writing a zest 
which nothing else can impart. Rousseau made the boldest experiment 
of this kind ; and it fully succeeded. In our own time Lord Byron, by a 
series of attempts of the same nature, made himself the object of general 
interest and admiration. Wordsworth wrote with egotism more intense, 
but less obvious ; and he has been rewarded with a sect of worshippers, 
comparatively small in number, but far more enthusiastic in their devo- 
tion. It is needless to multiply instances. F>en now all the walks of 
literature are infested with mendicants for fame, who attempt to ex- 
cite our interest by exhibiting all the distortions of their intellects, and 
stripping the covering from all the putrid sores of their feelings. Nor are 
there wanting many who push their imitation of the beggars whom they 
resemble a step further, and who find it easier to extort a pittance from 
the spectator, by simulating deformity and debility from which “they are 
exempt, than by such honest labour as their health and strength enable 
them to perform. In the meantime the credulous public pities and 
pampers a nuisance which requires only the treadmill and the whip. 
This art, often successful when employed by dunces, gives irresistible 
fascination to works which possess intrinsic merit. We are always 
desirous to know .something of the character and situation of those whose 
writings we have perused with pleasure. The passages in which Milton 
has alluded to his own circumstances are perhaps read more frequently, 
and with more interest, than any other lines in his poems. It is amusing 
to observe with what labour critics have attempted to glean from the 
poems of Homer, some hints as to his situation and feelings. According 
to one hypothesis, he intended to describe himself under the name of 
Demodocus. Others maintain that he was the identical Phemius who.se 
life Ulysses spared. This propensity of the human mind explains, I 
think, in a great degree, the extemsive popularity of a poet whose works 
are little else than the expression of his personal feelings. 

In the second place, Petrarch was not only an egotist, but an amatory 
egotist. The hopes and fears, the joys and sorrows, which he descriliecl, 
wei'e derived from the pas.sion wliich of all passions exerts the widest 
influence, and which of all passions borrows most from the imagination. 
He had also another immense advantage. He w^as fhe first eminent 
amatory poet who appeared after the great convulsion which had 
changed, not only the political, but the moral, state of the world. The 
Greeks, who, in their public institutions and their literary tastes, were 
diametrically opposed to the oriental nations, bore a considerable reseny 
blance to those nations in their domestic habits. Like them, they 
despised the intellects and immured the persons of their w omen ; and it 
was among the least of the frightful evils to which this pernicious system 
gave birth, that all the accomplishments of mind, and all the fascinations 
of manner, which, in a highly cultivated age, will generally be necessary 
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to attach men to their female associates, were monopolised by the 
Phrynes and the Lamais. The indispensable ingredients of honourable 
and chivalrous love were nowhere to be found united. The matrons and 
their daughters confined in the harem, — ^insipid, uneducated, ignorant of 
all but the mechanical arts, scarcely seen till they were married, — could 
rarely excite interest ; while their brilliant rivals, half Graces, half 
Haipies, elegant and informed, but fickle and mpacious, could never 
inspire respect. 

The state of society in Rome was, in this point, far happier ; and the 
Latin literature partook of the superiority. The Roman poets have 
decidedly surpassed those of Greece in the delineation of the passion of 
love. There is no subject which they have treated with so much success. 
Ovid, Catullus, Tibullus, Horace, and Propertius, in spite of all their 
faults, must be allowed to rank high in this department of the art. To 
these I would add my favourite Plautus ; who, though he took his plots 
from Greece, found, I suspect, the originals of his enchanting female 
characters at Rome. 

Still many evils remained : and, in the decline of the great empire, all 
that was pernicious in its domestic institutions appeared more strongly. 
Under the influence of governments at once dependent and tyrannical, 
which purchased, by cringing to their enemies, the power of trampling 
on their subjects, the Romans sunk into the lowest state of effeminacy 
and debasement. Falsehood, cowardice, sloth, conscious and unrepining 
degradation, formed the national character. Such a character is totally 
incompatible with the stronger passions. Love, in particular, which, in 
the modern sense of the word, implies protection and devotion on the 
one side, confidence on the other, respect and fidelity on both, could not 
exist among the sluggish and heartless slaves who cringed around the 
thrones of Honorius and Augustulus. At this period the great renova- 
tion commenced. The warriors of the north, destitute as they were of 
knowledge and humanity, brought with them, from their forests and 
marshes, those qualities without which humanity is a weakness and 
knowledge a curse, — energy — independence — the dread of shame — the 
contempt of danger. It would be most interesting to examine the 
manner in which the admixture of the savage conquerors and the effemi- 
nate slaves, after many generations of darkness and agitation, produced 
the modern European character to trace back, from the first conflict to 
the final amalgamation, the operation of that mysterious alchemy which, 
from hostile and w^orthless elements, has extracted the pure gold of 
human nature — to analyse the mass, and to determine the proportion in 
which the ingredients are mingled. But I will confine myself to the 
subject to which I have more particularly referred. The nature of the 
passion of love had undergone a complete change. It still retained, 
indeed, the fanciful and voluptuous character w&ch it had possessed 
among the soumem nations of antiquity. But it was tinged with the 
superstitious veneration with which the northern warriors had Ijeen 
accustomed to regard women. Devotion and war had imparted to it 
their most solemn and animating feelings. It was sanctified by the 
Jjlessings of the Church, and decorated with the wreaths of the tourna- 
ment. Venus, as in the ancient fable, was again rising above the dark 
and tempestuous waves which had so long covered her beauty. But she 
rose not now, as of old, in exposed and luxurious loveliness. She still 
wore the cestus of her ancient witchcraft ; but the diadem of Juno was on 
her brow, and the segis of Pallas in her hand. Love might, in fact, be 
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called a new passion ; and it is not astonishing that the first poet of 
eminence who wholly devoted his genius to this theme should have 
excited an extraordinary sensation. He may be compared to an 
adventurer who accidentally lands in a rich and unknown island ; and 
who, though he may only set up an ill-shaped cross upon the shore, 
acquires possession of its treasures, and gives it his name. The claim of 
Petrarch was indeed somewhat like that of Amerigo Vespucci to the con- 
tinent which should have derived its appellation from Columbus. The 
Proven9al poets were unquestionably the masters of the Florentine. 
But they wrote in an age which could not appreciate their merits ; and 
their imitator lived at the very period when composition in the vernacular 
language began to attract general attention. Petrarch was in literature 
what a Valentine is in love. The public preferred him, not because his 
merits were of a transcendent order, but because he was the first person 
whom they saw after they awoke from their long sleep. 

Nor did Petrarch gain less by comparison with his immediate successors 
than with those who had preceded him. Till more than a century after 
his death Italy produced no poet who could be compared to him. This 
decay of genius is doubtless to be ascribed, in a great measure, to the 
influence which his own works had exercised upon the literature of his 
country. Yet it has conduced much to his fame. Nothing is more 
favourable to the reputation of a writer than to be succeeded by a race 
inferior to himself ; and it is an advantage, from obvious causes, much 
more frequently enjoyed by those who cornipt the national taste than by 
those who improve it. 

Another cause has co-operated with those which I have mentioned to 
spread the renown of Petrarch. I mean the interest which is inspired by 
the events of his life — an interest which must have been strongly felt by 
his contemporaries, since, after an interval of five hundred years, no critic 
can be wholly exempt from its influence. Among the great men to 
whom we owe the resuscitation of science he deserves the foremost place ; 
and his enthusiastic attachment to this great cause constitutes his most 
just and splendid title to the gratitude of posterity. He w^as the votary 
of literature. He loved it with a perfect love. He worshipped it with an 
almost fanatical devotion. He was the missionary, who proclaimed its 
discoveries to distant countries — the pilgrim, who travelled far and wide 
to collect its reliques — the hermit, who retired to seclusion to meditate 
on its beauties — the champion, who fought its battles — the conqueror, 
who, in more than a metaphorical sense, led barbarism and ignorance in 
triumph, and received in the Capitol the laurel which his magnificent 
victory had earned. 

Nothing can be conceived more noble or affecting than that ceremony. 
The superb palaces and porticoes, by which had rolled the ivory chariots 
of Marius and Caesar, had long mouldered into dust. The laurelled 
fasces — the golden eagles — the shouting legions — the captives and the 
pictured cities — were indeed wanting to his victorious procession. The 
sceptre had passed away from Rome. But she still retained the mightier 
influence of an intellectual empire, and was now to confer the prouder 
reward of an intellectual triumph. To the man who had extended the 
dominion of her ancient language — who had erected the trophies of 
philosophy and imagination in the haunts of ignorance and ferocity — 
whose captives were the hearts of admiring nations enchained by the in- 
fluence of his song — whose spoils were the treasures of ancient genius 
rescued from obscurity and decay — the Eternal City offered the just and 
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glorious tribute of her grutitude. Amidst the ruined monuments of 
ancient and the infant erections of modem art, he who had restofed the 
broken link between the two ages of human civilisation was crowned 
with the wreath which he had deserved from the moderns who owed to 
him their refinement — from the ancients who owed to him their fame. 
Never was a coronation so august witnessed by Westminster or by 
Rheims. 

When we turn from this glorious spectacle to the private chamber of 
the poet, — when we contemplate the struggle of passion and virtue, — the 
eye dimmed, the cheek funowed, by the tears of sinful and hopeless 
desire, — when we the whole history of his attachment, from 

the gay fantasy of his youth to the lingering despair of his age, pity and 
affection mingle with our admiration. Even after death had placed the 
last seal on his misery, we see him devoting to the cause of the human 
mind all the strength and energy which love and sorrow had spared. 
He lived the apostle of literature ; — he fell its martyr : — he was found 
dead with his head reclined on a book. 

Those who have studied the life and writings of Petrarch with atten- 
tion, will perhaps be inclined to make som'e deductions from this 
panegyric. It cannot be denied that his merits were disfigured by a 
most unpleasant affectation. His zeal for literature communicated a 
tinge of pedantry to all his feelings and opinions. His love was the love 
of a sonnetteer : — his patriotism was the patriotism of an antiquarian. 
The interest with which we contemplate the works, and study the 
history, of those who, in former ages, have occupied our country, arises 
from the associations which connect them with the community in which 
are comprised all the objects of our affection and our liope. In the 
mind of Petrarch these feelings were reversed. He loved Italy, because 
it abounded with the monuments of the ancient masters of the world. 
His native city — the fair and glorious Florence — the modern Athens, 
then in all the bloom and strength of its youth, could not obtain, from 
the most distinguished of its citizens, any portion of that passionate 
homage which he paid to the decrepitude of Rome. 'I'hese and many 
other blemishes, though they must in candour be acknowledged, can but 
in a very slight degree diminish the glory of his career. For my own 
part, 1 look upon it witli so much fondness and pleasure tliat I feel re- 
luctant to turn from it to the consideration of his works, which I by no 
means contemplate with equal admiration. 

Nevertheless, I think highly of the poetical powers of Petrarch. He 
did not possess, indeed, the art of strongly presenting sensible objects to 
the imagination ; — and this is the more remarkable, because the talent of 
which I speak is that which peculiarly distinguishes the Italian jioets. 
In the Divine Comedy it is displayed in its highest perfection. It 
characterises almost every celebrated poem in the language. Perhaps 
this is to be attributed to the circumstance, that painting and sculpture 
had attained a high degree of excellence in Italy before poetry bad been 
extensively cultivated. Men were debaiTcd from books, but accustomed 
from childhood to contemplate the admirable works of art, which, even 
in the thirteenth century, Italy began to produce. Hence their imagina- 
tions received so strong a bias that, even in their writings, a taste for 
graphic delineation is discernible. I'he progress of things in Pmgland 
has been in all respects different. The consequence is, that Fnglish 
historical pictures are poems «on canvas ; while Italian poems are 
pictures painted to the mind by means of words. Of this national char- 
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acteristic the writings of Petrarch are almost totally destitute. His 
sonnets indeed, fipm their subject and nature, and his Latin poems, from 
the restraints which always shackle one who writes in a dead language, 
cannot fairly be received in evidence. But his Triumplis absolutely 
required the exercise of this talent, and exhibit no indications of it. 

Genius, however, he certainly possessed, and genius of a high order. 
His ardent, tender, and magnificent turn of thought, his brilliant fancy, 
his command of expression, at once forcible and elegant, must be 
acknowledged. Nature meant him for the prince of lyric writers. But 
by one fatal present she deprived her other gifts of half their value. He 
would have been a much greater poet had he been a less clever man. 
His ingenuity was the bane of his mind. He abandoned the noble and 
natural style, in which he might have excelled, for the conceits which he 
produced with a facility at once* admirable and disgusting. His muse, 
like the Roman lady in Livy, was tempted by gaudy ornaments to 
betray the fastnesses of her strength, and, like her, was crushed beneath 
the glittering bribes which had seduced her. 

The paucity of his thoughts is very remarkable. It is impossible to 
look without amazement on a mind so fertile in combinations, yet so 
barren of images. His amatory poetry is wliolly made up of a very few 
topics, disposed in so many orders, and exhibited in so many lights, that 
it reminds us of those arithmetical problems about permutations, which 
.so much astonish the unlearned. The French cook, who boasted that he 
could make fifteen different dishes out of a nettle-top, was not a greater 
master of his art. The mind of Petrarch was a kaleidoscope. At every 
turn it presents us with new forms, always fantastic, occasionally 
beautiful ; and we can scarcely believe tliat all these varieties have been 
])roduced by the same worthless fragments of glass. The sameness of 
his images is, indeed, in some degree, to be attributed to the sameness of 
his subject. It would be unreasonable to expect perpetual variety fmm 
so many hundred compositions, all of the same length, all in the same 
measure, and all addressed to the same insipid and heartless coquette. 
I cannot but suspect also that the perverted taste, which is the blemish 
of his amatory verses, was to be attributed to the influence of Laura, 
who, probably, like most critics of her sex, preferred a gaudy to a 
majestic style. Be this as it may, he no sooner changes his subject than 
he changes his manner. When he speaks of the wrongs and degradation 
of Italy, devastated by foreign invaders, and but feebly defended by her 
pusillanimous children, the effeminate lisp of the sonnetteer is exchanged 
for a cry, wild, and solemn, and piercing as that which proclaimed 
“ Sleep no more ” to the bloody house of Cawdor. “ Italy seems not to 
feel her sufferings,” exclaims her impassioned poet ; “decrepit, sluggish, 
and languid, will she sleep for ever? Will there be none to awake her? 
Gh that I had my hands twisted in her hair ! ” * 

Nor is it with less energy that he denounces against the Mahometan 
Babylon the vengeance of Plurope and of Christ. His magnificent 
enumeration of the ancient exploits of the Greeks must always excite 
admiration, and cannot be perused without the deepest interest, at a time 
when the wise and good, bitterly disappointed in so many other 

* Che suoi guai non par che senta ; 

Vecchia, oziosa, e lenta. 

DorniirJi senipre, e non fia chi la svegli? 

Lc man 1’ avess* io avvoltc entro c capegli." 

Canzone xi. 

D 
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countries, are looking with breathless anxiety towards the natal land of 
liberty, — the field of Marathon, — and the deadly pass ;ivhere the Lion of 
Lacedaemon turned to bay.* 

His poems on religious subjects also deserve the highest commendation. 
At the head of these must be placed the Ode to the Virgin. It is, per- 
haps, the finest hymn in the world. His devout veneration receives an 
exquisitely poetical character from the delicate perception of the sex and 
the loveliness of his idol, which we may easily trace throughout the whole 
composition. 

I could dwell with pleasure on these and similar parts of the writings 
of Petrarch ; but I must return to his amatory poetiy ; to that he en- 
trusted his fame ; and to that he has principally owed it. 

The prevailing defect of his best compositions on this subject is the 
universal brilliancy with which they are lighted up. The natural lan- 
guage of the passions is, indeed, often figurative and fantastic ; and with 
none is this more the case than with that of love. Still there is a limit. 
The feelings should, indeed, have their ornamental garb ; but, like an 
elegant woman, they should be neither muffled nor exposed. The drapery 
should be so arranged, as at once to answer the purposes of modest con- 
cealment and judicious display. The decorations should sometimes be 
imployed to hide a defect, and sometimes to heighten a beauty ; but 
never to conceal, much less to distort, the charms to which they are sub- 
sidiary. The love of Petrarch, on the contrary, arrays itself like a fop- 
pish savage, whose nose is bored with a golden ring, whose skin is j^ainted 
with grotesque forms and dazzling colours, and whose ears are drawn 
down his shoulders by the weight of jewels. It is a rule, without any 
exception, in all kinds of composition, that the principal idea, the pre- 
dominant feeling, should never be confounded with the accompanying 
decorations. It should generally l)e distinguished from them by greater 
simplicity of expression ; as we recognise Napoleon in the pictures of his 
battles, amidst a crowd of embroidered coats and plumes, by his grey 
cloak and his hat without a feather. In the verses of Petrarch it is gene- 
rally impossible to say what thought is meant to be prominent. All is 
equally elaborate. The chief w^ears the same gorgeous and degrading 
livery with his retinue, and obtains only his share of the indifferent stare 
which we bestow upon them in common. The poems have no strong 
lights and shades, no background, no foreground j — they are like the 
illuminated figures in an oriental manuscript, — plenty of rich tints and no 
l^rspective. Such are the faults of the most celebrated of these compo- 
sitions. Of those which are universally acknowledged to be bad it is 
scarcely possible to speak with patience. Yet they have much in com- 
mon with their splendid companions. They differ from them, as a May- 
day procession of chimneysweepers differs from the Field of Cloth of 
Gold. They have the gaudiness but not the wealth. His muse belongs 
to that numerous class of females who have no objection to be dirty, 
while they can be tawdry. When his brilliant conceits are exhausted, he 
supplies their place with metaphysical quibbles, forced antithevses, bad 
puns, and execrable charades. In his fifth sonnet he may, I think, be 
said to have sounded the lowest chasm of the Bathos. U pon the whole, 
that piece may be safely pronounced to be the worst attempt at poetry, and 
the worst attempt at wit, in the world. 

* “ Maratona, e le mortali strette 

Che difesc il Ijeon con poca gente.” 

Canzone v. 
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A strong proof of the truth of these criticisms is, that almost all the 
sonnets produce exactly the same effect on the mind of the reader. They 
relate to all the various moods of a lover, from joy to despair ; — yet they 
are pentsed, as far as my experience and observation have gone, with 
exactly the same feeling. The fact is, that in none of them are the pas- 
sion and the ingenuity mixed in just proportions. There is not enough 
sentiment to dilute the condiments which are employed to season it. The 
repast which be sets before us resembles the Spanish entertainment in 
Dryden’s Mock Astrologer ^ at which the relish of all the dishes and sauces 
was overpowered by the common flavour of spice. Fish,— flesh, — fowl, 
—everything at table tasted of nothing but red pepper. 

The writings of Petrarch may indeed suffer undeservedly from one cause 
to which I must allude. His imitators have so much familiarised the ear 
of Italy and of Europe to the favourite topics of amorous flattery and 
lamentation, that we can scarcely think them original when we find them 
in the first author ; and, even when our understandings have convinced 
us that they were new to him, they are still old to us. This has been the 
fate of many of the finest passages of the most eminent writers. It is 
melancholy to trace a noble thought from stage to stage of its profanation ; 
to see it transferred from the first illustrious wearer to his lacqueys, turned, 
and turned again, and at last hung on a scarecrow, l^etrarch has really 
suffered much from this cause. Yet that he should have so suffered is a 
sufficient proof that his excellences were not of the highest order. A line 
may be stolen ; but the pervading spirit of a great poet is not to be sur- 
reptitiously obtained l)y a plagiarist. The continued imitation of twenty- 
five centuries has left Homer as it found him. If every simile and every 
turn of Dante had l>een copied ten thousand times, the Divine Comedy 
would have retained all its freshness. It was easy for the j^orter in Far- 
(juhar to pass for Beau Clincher, by borrowing his lace and his pulvilio. 
It would have been more difficult to enact Sir Hariy Wildair. 

Before I quit this subject T must defend Petrarch from one accusation 
which is in the jiresent day frequently brought against him. His sonnets 
are iironotinccd by a large sect of critics not to possess certain qualities 
which they maintain to be indisjiensable to sonnets, with as much confi- 
dence, and as much reason, as their prototyjies of old insisted on the 
unities of the drama. I am an exoteric — utterly unable to explain the 
mysteries of this new poetical faith. I only know that it is a faith, which 
except a man do keep pure and undefiled, without doubt he shall be called 
a blockhead. I cannot, however, refrain from asking what is the parti- 
cular virtue which belongs to fourteen as distinguished from all other num- 
bers. Does it arise from it.s being a multiple of seven ? Has this prin- 
ciple any reference to the sabbatical ordinance ? Or is it to the order of 
rhymes that these singular properties are attached ? Unhappily the son- 
nets of Shakspeare differ as much in this respect from those of Petrarch, as 
from a Spenserian or an octave stanza. Away with this unmeaning jargon ! 
We have pulled down the old regime of criticism. I trust that we shall 
never tolerate the equally pedantic and irrational despotism, which some 
of the revolutionary leaders would erect upon its ruins. We have not 
dethroned Aristotle and Bossu for this. 

These sonnet-fanciers would do well to reflect that, though the style of 
Petrarch may not suit the standard of perfection which they have chosen, 
they lie under great obligations to these very poems, -^that, but for 
Petrarch the measure, concerning which they legislate so judiciously, 
would probably never have attracted notice ; and that to him they owe 
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the pleasure of admiring, and the glory of composing, pieces, which 
seem to have been produced by Master Slender, with the assistance of his 
man Simple. 

I caunot conclude these remarks without making a few observations on 
the Latin writings of Petrarch. It appears that, both by himself and by 
his contemporaries, these were far more highly valued than his composi- 
tions in the vernacular language. Posterity, the supreme court of literary 
appeal, has not only reversed the judgment, but, according to its general 
practice, reversed it with costs, and condemned the unfortunate works to 
pay, not only for their own inferiority, but also for the injustice of those who 
had given them an unmerited preference. And it must be owned that, 
without making large allowances for the circumstances under which they 
were produced, we cannot pronounce a very favourable judgment. They 
must be considered as exotics, transplanted to a foreign climate, and 
reared in an unfavourable situation ; and it would be unreasonable to 
expect from them the health and the vigour which we find in the 
indigenous plants around them, or which they might themselves have 
possessed in their native soil. He has but very imperfectly imitated the 
style of the Latin authors, and has not compensated for the deficiency 
by enriching the ancient language with the graces of modern poetry. 
The splendour and ingenuity, which we admire, even when we condemn 
it, in his Italian works, is almost totally wanting, and only illuminates 
with rare and occasional glimpses the dreary obscurity of the African. 
The eclogues have more animation ; hut they can only be called j>oems 
by courtesy. They have nothing in common with bis writings in bis 
native language, except the eternal pun aliout Laura and Daphne. 
None of these works would have placed him on a levcd with Vida or 
Buchanan. Yet, when we compare him with those who preceded him, 
when we consider that he went on the forlorn hope of literature, that he 
was the first who perceived, and the first who attempted to revive, the 
finer elegancies of the ancient language of the world, we shall perhaps 
think more highly of him than of those who could never have surpassed 
his beauties if they had not inherited them. 

He has aspired to emulate the philosophical elocpience of Cicero, as 
well as the poetical majesty of Virgil. His essay on the Remedies ot 
Good and Kvil Fortune is a singular work in a colloquial fonn, and a 
most scholastic style. It seems to be framed upon the model of the 
JTnsculan Questions, — with what success those who have read it may 
easily determine. It consists of a series of dialogues ; in each of these a 
person is introduced who has experienced some happy or some adverse 
event ; he gravely states his case ; and a reasoner, or rather Reason per- 
sonified, confutes him ; a task not very difficult, since the disciple defends 
his position only by pertinaciously repeating it, in almost the same words 
at the end of every argument of his antagonist. In this maimer Petrarch 
solves an immense variety of cases. Indeed, I doubt whether it would 
be possible to name any pleasure or any calamity which does not find a 
place in this dissertation. He gives excellent advice to a man who is in 
expectation of discovering the philosopher’s stone ; — to another, who has 
formed a fine aviary j—to a third, who is delighted with the tricks of a 
favourite monkey. His lectures to the unfortunate are equally singular. 
He seems to imt^ine that a precedent in point is a sufficient consolation 
for every form of suffering. “ Our town is taken,” says one complainant ; 

So was Troy,” replies his comforter. “ My wife has eloped,” says 
another ; “If it has happened to you once, it happened to Menelaus 
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twice.” One poor fellow is in great distress at having discovered that 
liis wife’s son is none of his. “ It is hard,” says he, “ that I should have 
had the expense of bringing up one who is indifferent to me.” “You 
are a man,” returns his monitor, quoting the famous line of Terence ; 

“ and nothing that belongs to any other man ought to be indifferent to 
you.” The physical calamities of life are not omitted ; and there is in 
particular a disquisition on the advantages of having the itch, which, if 
not convincing, is certainly very amusing. 

I'he invectives on an unfortunate physician, or rather upon the 
medical science, have more spirit. Petrarch was thoroughly in earnest on 
tliis subject. And the bitterness of his feelings occasionally produces, in 
the midst of his classical and scholastic pedantry, a sentence worthy of 
the second Philippic. Swift himself might have envied the chapter on 
the causes of the paleness of physicians. 

Of his Latin works the Epistles are the most generally known and 
admired. As compositions they are certainly superior to his essays. 
But their excellence is only comparative. From so large a collection of 
letters, written by so eminent a? man, during so varied and eventful a 
life, we should have expected a complete and spirited view of the 
literature, the manners, and the politics of the age. A traveller — a poet 
—a scholar— a lover — a courtier— a recluse— he might have perpetuated, 
in an imperishable record, the form and pressure of the age and body of 
the time. Those who read his correspondence, in the hope of finding 
such information as this, will be utterly disappointed. It contains no- 
thing characteristic of the period or of the individual. It is a series, not 
of letters, but of themes ; and, as it is not generally known, might be 
very safely employed at public schools as a magazine of commonplaces. 
Whether he write on politics to the Emperor and the Doge, or send 
advice and consolation to a private friend, every line is crowded with 
examples and quotations, and sounds big with Anaxagoras and Scipio. 
Such was the interest excited by the character of Petrarch, and such the 
admiration which was felt for his epistolary style, that it was with diffi- 
culty that his letters rcachetl the place of their destination. The poet 
describes, with pretended regret and real complacency, the importunity 
of the curious, who often opened, and sometimes stole, these favourite 
com|)osition.s. It is a remarkable fact that, of all his epistles, the least 
affected are those which are addressed (o the dead and the unborn. No- 
thing can be more absurd than his whim of composing grave letters of 
expostulation and commendation to Cicero and Seneca; yet these strange 
performances arc written in a far more natural manner than his com- 
munications to his living coiTespondents. But of all his Latin works the 
ju'cference must be given to the Epistle to Posterity ; a simple, noble, 
and pathetic composition, most honourable both to his taste and his 
heart. If we can make allowance for some of the affected humility of an 
author, we shall perhaps think that no literary man has left a more 
pleasing memorial of himself. 

In conclusion, we may pronounce that the works of Petrarch were be- 
low both his genius and his celebrity ; and that the circumstances under 
which he wrote were as adverse to the development of his powers us they 
were favourable to the extension of his fame. 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT LAWSUIT BE- 
TWEEN THE PARISHES OF ST DENNIS AND 
ST GEORGE IN THE WATER. (April 1824.) 

Part I. 

The parish of St Dennis is one of the most pleasant parts of the county 
in which it is situated. It is fertile, well wooded, well watered, and of 
an excellent air. For many generations the manor had been holden in 
tail-male by a worshipful family, who have always taken precedence of 
their neighbours at the races and the sessions. 

In ancient times the affairs of this parish were administered by a Court- 
Baron, in which the freeholders were judges ; and the rates were levied 
by select vestries of the inhabitant householders. But at length these 
good customs fell into disuse. The Lords of the Manor, indeed, still 
held courts for form’s sake ; but they or their stewards had the whole 
management of affairs. They demanded services, duties, and customs to 
which they had no just title. Nay, they would often bring actions against 
their neighbours for their own private advantage, and then send in the 
bill to the parish. No objection was made, during many years, to these 
proceedings, so that the rates became heavier and heavier : nor was any 
person exempted from these demands, except the footmen and game- 
keepers of the squire and the rector of the parish. They indeed were 
never checked in any excess. They would come to an honest labourer’s 
cottage, eat his pancakes, tuck his fowls into their pockets^ and cane the 
poor man himself. If he went up to the great house to complain, it was 
hard to get the speech of Sir Lewis ; and, indeed, his only chance of be- 
ing righted was to coax the squire’s pretty housekeeper, who could do 
what she pleased with her master. If he ventured to intrude up(.)n the 
Lord of the Manor without this precaution, he gained nothing by his 
pains. Sir Lewis, indeed, would at first receive him with a civil face ; 
for, to give him his due, he could be a fine gentleman when he pleased. 
“ Good day, my friend,” he would say, “ what situation have you in my 
family? ” “ Bless your honour ! ” says the poor fellow, “ I am not one 

of your honour’s servants ; I rent a small piece of ground, your honour.” 
“ Idien, you dog,” quoth the squire, “what do you mean by coming 
here? Has a gentleman nothing to do but to hear the complaints ot 
clowns ? Here ! Philip, James, Dick, toss this fellow in a blanket ; or 
duck him, and set him in the stocks to dry,” 

One of these precious Lords of the Manor enclosed a deer-park ; and, 
in order to stock it, he seized all the pretty pet fawns that his tenants 
had brought up, without paying them a farthing, or asking their leave. 
It was a sad day for the parish of St Dennis. Indeed, I do not believe 
that all his oppressive exactions and long bills enraged the poor tenants 
so much as this cruel measure. 

Yet for a long time, in spite of all these inconveniences, St Dennis’s 
was a very pleasant place. The people could not refrain from capering 
if they heard the sound of a fiddle. And, if they were inclined to be 
riotous, Sir Lewis had only to send for Punch, or the dancing dogs, and 
all was quiet again. But this could not last for ever ; they began to 
think more and more of their condition ; and, at last, a club of foul- 
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the purpose of abusing the squire and the 
truth, was old and indolent, extremely 
preached a tolerable sermon for a long til 
so that, partly by truth and partly by U 
parish against their superiors. 'I'he bo^ 

clergyman upon the church-door, and shot at the landlord with pop-guns 
as he rode a-hunting. It was even whispered about that the Lord of the 
Manor had no right to Ids estate, and that, if he were compelled to pro- 
duce the original title-deeds, it would be found that he only held the 
estate in trust for the inhabitants of the parish. 

In the meantime the squire was pressed more and more for money. 
The parish could pay no more. The rector refused to lend a farthing. 
The Jews were clamorous for their money ; and the landlord had no 
other resource than to call together the inhabitants of the parish, and 
to request their assistance. They now attacked him furiously about their 
grievances, and insisted that he should relinquish his oppressive powers. 
They insisted that his footmen should be kept in order, that the parson 
.should pay his share of the rates, that the children of the parish should 
be allowed to fish in the trout-stream, and to gather blackl:)erries in 
the hedges. They at last went so far as to demand that he should ac- 
knowledge that he held his estate only in trust for them. His distress 
compelled him to submit. They, in return, agreed to set him free from 
his pecuniary difficulties, and to suffer him to inhabit the manor-house ; 
and only annoyed him from time to time by singing impudent ballads 
under his window. 

The neighbouring gentlefolks did not look on these proceedings with 
much complacency. It is true that Sir Lewis and his ancestors had 
plagued them with law-suits, and affronted them at county meetings. 
Still they preferred the insolence of a gentleman to that of the rabble, and 
felt some uneasiness lest the example should infect tlieir own tenants. 

A large party of them met at the house of Lord C.esar Germain. Lord 
Ccesar was the proudest man in the county. His family was very ancient 
and illustrious, though not particularly opulent. He had invited most of 
his wealthy neighbours. There was Mrs Kitty North, the relict of poor 
Squire Peter, respecting whom the coroner’s jury had found a verdict 
01 [accidental death, but whose fate had nevertheless excited strange whispers 
in the neighbourhood. There was Squire Don, the owner of the great 
West Indian property, who was not so rich as he had formerly been, but 
still retained his pride, and kept up his customary pomp ; so that he had 
plenty of plate but no breeches. 'Fhere was Squire Von Blunderbussen, 
who had succeeded to the estates of his uncle, old Colonel Frederic Vot 
Blunderbussen, of the hussars. The colonel was a very singular ola 
fellow ; he used to learn a page of Chambaud’s grammar, and to trans- 
late Telemaque, every morning, and he kept six French masters to teach 
him to parleyvoo. Nevertheless he was a shrewd clever man, and im- 
proved his estate with so much care, sometimes by honest and sometimes 
by dishonest means, that he left a very pretty property to his nephew. 

Lord Caesar poured out a glass of Tokay for Mrs Kitty. “Your 
health, my dear madam, I never saw you look more rharming. Pray,* 
what think you of these doings at St Dennis’s ? ” 

“ Fine doings, indeed ! ” interrupted Von Blunderbussen ; “I wish 
that we had m u.dQld-qpde alive, he would have had some of them up to 
the halberts. mH go on in 
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this way, a gentleman will not be able to horsewhip an impudent 
farmer, or to say a civil word to a milk-maid.” 

** Indeed, it ’s very true, Sir,” said Mrs Kitty “ their insolence is in- 
tolerable. Look at me, for instance : — a poor lone woman ! — My dear 
Peter dead ! I loved him : — so I did ; and, when he died, I was so 
hysterical you cannot think. And now I cannot lean on the arm of a 
decent footman, or take a walk with a tall grenadier behind me, just to 
protect me from audacious vagabonds, but they must have their nauseous 
suspicions ; — odious creatures ! ” 

“ This must be stopped,” replied I.ord Caesar. “ We ought to con- 
tribute to support my poor brother-in-law against these rascals. I will 
write to Squire Guelf on this subject by this night’s post. His name is 
always at the head of our county subscriptions.” 

If the people of St Dennis’s had been angry before, they were well- 
nigh mad when they heard of this conversation. The whole parish ran 
to the manor-house. Sir Lewis’s Swiss porter shut the door against 
them ; but they broke in and knocked him on the head for his impudence. 
They then seized the Squire, hooted at him, pelted liim, ducked him, 
and carried him to the watch-house. They turned the rector into the 
street, burnt his wig and band, and sold the church-plate by auction. 
They put up a painted Jezebel in the pulpit to preach. They scratched 
out the texts which were written round the church, and scribbled profane 
scraps of songs and plays in their place. They set the organ playing 
to pot-house tunes. Instead of being decently asked in church, they were 
married over a broomstick. But, of all their whims, the use of the new 
patent steel-traps was the most remarkable. 

This tmpwas constructed on a comjpletely new principle. It consisted 
of a cleaver hung in a frame like a window ; when any poor wretch got 
in, down it came with a tremendous din, and took off his head in a 
twinkling. They got the squire into one of these machines. In order to 
prev-ent any of his partisans from getting footing in the parish, they 
placed traps at every corner. It was impossible to walk through the 
highway at broad noon without tumbling into one or other of them. 
No man could go about his business in security. Yet so great was the 
hatred which the inhabitants entertained for the old family, that a few 
decent, honest people, who begged them to take down the steel-traps, 
and to put up humane man-traps in their room, were very roughly 
handled for their good nature. 

in the meantime the neighbouring gentry undertook a suit against the 
parish on the behalf of Sir Lewis’s heir, and applied to Squire Guelf for 
his assistance. 

Everybody knows that Squire Guelf is more closely tied up than any 
gentleman in the shire. He could, therefore, lend them no help ; but 
he referred them to the Vestry of the Parish of St George in the Water. 
These good people had long borne a grudge against their neighbours on 
the other side of the stream ; ami some mutual trespasses had lately 
occurred which increased their hostility. 

There was an honest Irishman, a great favourite among them, who 
used to entertain them with raree-shows, and to exhibit a mngic lantern 
‘to the children on winter evenings. He had gone quite mad upon this 
subject. Sometimes he would call out in the middle of the street — 
“Take care of that comer, neighbours; for the love of Heaven, keep 
clear of that post, there is a patent steel- trap^concealed thereabouts.” 
Sometimes he would be disturbed by frightful dreams; then he would 
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get up at dead of night, open his window and ciy “ fire,” till the parish 
was roused, and the engines sent for. I'he pulpit of the Parish of St 
George seemed likely to fall ; 1 believe that the only reason was that the 
parson had grown too fat and heavy ; but nothing would persuade this 
honest man but that it was a scheme of the people at St Dennis’s, and 
that .they had sawed through the pillars in order to break tlie rector’s 
neck. Once he went about with a knife in his pocket, and told all the 
persons whom he met that it had been sharpened by the knife-grinder of 
the next parish to cut their throats. These extravagancies had a great 
effect on the people ; and the more so because they were espoused by 
Squire Guelf’s steward, who was the most influential person in the parish. 
He was a very fair-spoken man, very attentive to the main chance, and 
the idol of thfe old women, becau.se he never played at skittles or danced 
with the girls ; and, indeed, never took any recreation but that of drink- 
ing on Saturday nights with his friend Harry, the Scotch pedlar. His 
supporters called him Sweet William; his enemies the Bottomless 
Pit. 

The people of St Dennis’s, however, had their advocates. There was 
Frank, the richest farmer in the parish, whose great grandfather had been 
knocked on the head many years before, in a squabble between the parish 
and a former landlord. There was Dick, the merry-andrew, rather light- 
fingered and riotous, but a clever droll fellow. Above all. there was 
Charley, the publican, a jolly, fat, honest lad, a great favourite with the 
women, who, if he had not been rather too fond of ale and chuck- 
farthing, would have been the best fellow in the neighbourhood. 

“ My boys,” said Charley, “this is exceedingly well for Madam North ; 
— not that I would speak uncivilly of her ; she put u]> my picture in her 
best room, bless her for it ! But, 1 say, this is very well for her, and for 
I.ord Ciesar, and S(juire Don, and Colonel Von ; — but wlia I affair is it of 
yours or mine ? It is not to be wondered at, that gentlemen should wish 
to keep poor people out of their own. But it is strange indeed that 
they should ex])cct the poor themselves to combine against their own 
interests. If the folks at St Dennis’s shoidd attack us we have the law 
and our cudgels to protect us. But why, in the name of wonder, are we 
to attack them? When old Sir Charles, who was Lord of the Manor 
formerly, and the parson, who was presented by him to the living, tried 
to bully the vestry, did not we knock their heads together, and go to 
meeting to hear Jeremiah Ringletub preach ? And did the Squire Don, 
of the great Sir Lewis, that lived at that lime, or the Germains, say a 
word against us for it? Mind your own business, my lads : law is not 
to be had for nothing ; and we, you may be sure, shall have to pay the 
whole bill.” 

Nevertheless the people of St George’s were resolved on law. They 
cried out most lustily, “Squire Guclf for ever! Sweet William for 
ever ! No steel traps ! ” Squire Guelf took all the rascally footmen who 
had worn old Sir Lewis’s livery into his service. They were fed in the 
kitchen on the very best of eveiy thing, though they had no settlement. 
Many people, and the paupers in particular, gnimbled at these proceed- 
ings. The steward, however, devised a way to keep them quiet. 

There had lived in this parish for many years an old gentleman, 
named Sir Habeas Corpus. He was said by some to be of Saxon, by 
some of Norman, extraction. Some maintain that he was not born till 
after the time of Sir Charles, to whom we have before alluded. Others 
are of opinion that he was a legitimate son of old I^ady Magna Charta, 
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although he was long concealed and kept out of his birthright. Certain 
it is that he was a very benevolent person. Whenever any poor fellow 
was taken up on grounds which he thought insufficient, he used to attend 
on his behalf and bail him ; and thus he had become so popular, that to 
lake direct measures against him was out of the question. 

The steward, accordingly, brought a dozen physicians to examine Sir 
Habeas. After consultation, they reported that he was in a very bad 
way, and ought not, on any account, to be allowed to stir out for several 
months. Fortified with this authority, the parish officers put him to bed, 
closed his windows, and barred his doors. They paid him every atten- 
tion, and from time to time issued bulletins of his health. The steward 
never spoke of him without declaring that he was the best gentleman in 
the world ; but excellent care was taken that he should ne^r stir out of 
doors. 

When this obstacle was removed, the Squire and the steward kept the 
parish in excellent order ; flogged this man, sent that man to the stocks, 
and pushed forward the law-suit with a noble disregard of expense. 
They were, however, wanting either in skill or in fortune. And every- 
thing went against them after their antagonists had begun to employ 
Solicitor Nap. 

Who does not know the name of Solicitor Nap? At what alehouse is 
not his behaviour discussed ? In what print-shop is not his picture seen? 
Yet how little truth has been said about him ! Some people hold that 
he used to give laudanum by pints to his six clerks for his amusement. 
Others, whose number has very much increased since he was killed by 
the gaol distemper, conceive that he was the very model of honour and 
good-nature. I shall try to tell the truth about liim. 

He was assuredly an excellent solicitor. In his way he never was sur- 
passed. As soon as the parish began to employ him, their cause took a 
turn. In a very little time they were successful ; and Nap became rich. 
He now set up for a gentleman ; took possession of the old manor-house ; 
got into the commission of the peace, and affected to be on a par with 
the best of the county. He governed the vestries as absolutely as the 
old family had done. Yet, to give him his due, he managed things with 
far more discretion than either Sir Lewis or the rioters who had pulled 
the Lords of the Manor down. He kept his servants in tolerable order. 
He removed the steel traps from the highways and the corners of the 
streets. He still left a few indeed in che more exposed parts of his pre- 
mises ; and set up a board announcing that traps and spring guns were wt 
in his grounds. He brought the poor parson back to the parish ; and, 
though he did not enable him to keep a fine house and a coach as for- 
merly, he settled him in a snug little cottage, and allowed him a pleasant 
pad-nag. He whitewashed the church again ; and put the stocks, which 
had been much wanted of latQ, into good repair. 

With the neighbouring gentry, however, he was no favourite. He was 
crafty and litigious. He cared nothing for right, if he could raise a point 
of law against them. He pounded their cattle, broke their hedges, and 
seduced their tenants from them. He almost ruined Lord Caesar with 
actions, in every one of which he was successful. Von Blunderbussen 
went to law with him for an alleged trespass, but was cast, and almost 
ruined by the costs of suit. He next took a fancy to the seat of .Squire 
Don, who was, to say the truth, little better than an idiot. He asked 
the poor dupe to dinner, and then threatened to have him tossed in a 
blanket unless he would make over his estates to him. The poor Squire 
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signed and sealed a deed by which the property was assigned to Joe, a 
brother of Nap’s, in trust for and to the use of Nap himself. The tenants, 
however, stood out. .They maintained that the estate was entailed, and 
refused to pay rents to the new landlord ; and in this refusal they were 
stoutly supported by the people in St George’s. 

About the same time Nap took it into his head to match with quality, 
and nothing would serve him but one of the Miss Germains. Lord 
Caesar swore like a trooper ; but there was no help for it. Nap had 
twice put executions in his principal residence, and had refused to dis- 
charge the latter of the two till he had extorted a bond from his Lord- 
ship which compelled him to comply. 

THE END OF THE FIRST PART. 


A CONVERSATION BETWEEN MR ABRAHAM 
COWLEY AND MR JOHN MILTON, TOUCH- 
ING THE GREAT CIVIL WAR. 

SET DOWN BY A GENTLEMAN OF THE MIDDLE TEMPLE. 

(august 1824.) ^ 

** Referre sermones Deorum et / 

Magna modis tenuare parvis.” — H orace. 

I HAVE thought it good to set down in writing'ii memorable debate, 
wherein I was a listener, and two men of pregnant parts and great 
reputation discoursers ; hoping that my friends will not be displeased to 
have a record both of the strange times through which I have lived, and 
of the famous men with whom I have conversed. It chanced in the 
warm and beautiful spring of the year 1665, a little before the saddest 
summer that ever London saw, that I went to the Bowling Green at 
Piccadilly, whither, at that time, the best gentry made continual resorts. 
There I met Mr Cowley, who had lately left Barnelms. There was then 
a house preparing for him at Chertscy ; and till it should be finished, he 
had come up for a short time to London, that he might urge a suit to his 
Grace of Buckingham touching certain lands of her Majesty’s, whereof he 
requested a lease. I had the honour to be familiarly acquainted with 
that worthy gentleman and most excellent poet, whose death hath been 
deplored with as general a consent of all Powers that delight in the 
woods, or in verse, or in love, as was of old that of Daphnis or of 
Callus. 

After some talk, which it is not material to set down at large, concern- ^ 
ing his suit and his vexations at the court, where indeed his honesty did 
him more harm than his parts could do him good, I entreated him to 
dine with me at my lodging in the Temple, which he most courteously 
promised. And, that so eminent a guest might not lack a better enter- 
tainment than cooks or vintners can provide, I sent to the house of Mr 
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John Milton, in the Artillery Walk, to beg that he would also be my 
guest. For, though he had been secretary, first to the Council of State, 
and, after that, to the Protector, and Mr Cowley had held the same post 
under the Lord St Albans in his banishment, I hoped, notwithstanding, 
that they would think themselves i-ather united by their common art than 
divided by their different factions. And so indeed it proved. For, 
while we sat at table, they talked freely of many men and things, as well 
ancient as modem, with much civility. Nay, Mr Milton, who seldom 
tasted wine, both because of his singular temperance and because of his 
gout, did more than once pledge Mr Cowley, who was indeed no hermit 
in diet. At last, being heated, Mr Milton begged that I would open 
the windows. “Nay,” said I, “ if you desire fresh air and coolness, 
what should hinder us, as the evening is fair, from sailing for an hour on 
the river?” To this they both cheerfully consented ; and forth wc 
walked, Mr Cowley and I leading Mr Milton between us, to the 
Temple Stairs. There we took a boat ; and thence we were rowed uj) 
the river. 

The wind was pleasant ; the evening fine ; the sky, the earth, and 
the water beautiful to look upon. But Mr Cowley and I held our 
peace, and said nothing of the gay sights around us, lest we should too 
feelingly remind Mr Milton of his calamity ; whereof, however, he 
needed no monitor : for soon he said, sadly, “ Ah, Mr Cowley, you arc 
a happy man. What would I now give but for one more look at the 
sun, and the waters, and the gardens of this fair city !” 

“I know not,” said Mr Cowley, “whether we ought not rather to 
envy you for that which makes you to envy others ; and that specially 
in this place, where all eyes which are not closed in blindness ought to 
become fountains of tears. What can we look upon which is not a 
memorial of change and sorrow, of fair things vanished, and evil things 
done? When I see the gate of Whitehall, and the stately pillars of the 
Banqueting House, I cannot choose but think of what I have there seen 
ill former days, masques, and pageants, and dances, and smiles, and tlie 
waving of graceful heads, and the bounding of delicate feet. And then 1 
turn to thoughts of other things, which even to remember makes me to 
blush and weep ; — of the great black scaffold, and the axe and block, 
which were placed before those very windows ; and the voice seems to 
sound in mine ears, the lawless and terrible voice, which cried out that 
the head of a king was the head of a traitor. Tliere stands Westminster 
Hall, which who can look upon, and not tremble to think how time, and 
change, and death confound the councils of the wise, and beat down the 
weapons of the mighty? How have I seen it surrounded with tens of 
thousands of petitioners crying for justice and privilege ! How have I 
heard it shake with fierce and proud words, which made the hearts of the 
people burn within them ! Then it is lilockaded by dragoons, and 
cleared by pikemen. And they who have conquered their master go 
forth trembling at the word of their servant. And yet a little while, and 
the usurper comes forth from it, in his robe of ermine, with the golden 
staff in one hand and the Bible in the other, amidst the roaring of the 
tguns and the shouting of the people. And yet again a little while, and 
the doors are thronged with nniltitudes in black, and the hearse and the 
plumes come forth ; and the tyrant is borne, in more than royal pomp, 
to a royal sepulchre. A few days more, and his head is fixed to rot on 
the pinnacles of that very hall where he sat* on a throne in his life, awl 
lay in state after his death. When I think on all these things, to look 
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round me makes me sad at heart. True it is that God hath restored to 
us our old laws, and the rightful line of our kings. Yet, how I know not, 
but it seems to me that something is wanting — that our court hath not 
the old gravity, nor our people the old loyalty. These evil times, like 
the great deluge, have overwhelmed and confused all earthly things. 
And, even as those waters, though at last they abated, yet, as the 
learned write, destroyed all trace of the garden of Eden, so that its place 
hath never since been found, so hath this opening of all the flood-gates of 
political evil effaced all marks of the ancient political paradise.” 

“ Sir, by your favour,” said Mr Milton, ^‘though, from many circum- 
stances both of body and of fortune, I might plead fairer excuses for des- 
pondency than yourself, I yet look not so sadly either on the past or on 
the future. That a deluge hath passed over this our nation, I deny not. 
But I hold it not to be such a deluge as that of which you speak ; but 
rather a blessed flood, like those of the Nile, which in its overflow doth 
indeed wash away ancient landmarks, and confound boundaries, and 
sweep away dwellings, yea, doth give birth to many foul and dangerous 
reptiles. Yet hence is the fulness of the granary, the beauty of the 
garden, the nurture of all living things. 

“ I remember well, Mr Cowley, what you have said conceniing these 
things in your Discourse of the Government of Oliver Cromwell, which 
my friend Elwood read to me last year. Truly, for elegance and 
rhetoric, that essay is to be compared with the finest tractates of 
Isocrates and Cicero. But neither that nor any other book, nor any 
events, which with most men have, more than any book, weight and 
authority, Jiave altered my opinion, that, of all assemblies that ever w ere 
in this world, the best and the most useful w’as our Long Parliament. I 
speak notthi.s as wishing to provoke debate ; w’hichneillicryel do I decline.” 

Mr Cowley was, as T could see, a little nettled. Yet, as he w'as a man 
of a kind disposition and a most refined courtesy, he put a force upon 
himself, and answered with more vehemence and quickness indeed than 
was his wmnt, yet not uncivilly. “ Surely, Mr Milton, you speak not as 
you think. 1 am indeed one of those who believe that God hath reserved 
to himself the censure of kings, and that their crimes and oppressions are 
not to be resisted by the hands of their subjects. Yet can I easily find 
excuse for the violence of such as are stung to madness by grievous 
tyranny. ; But what shall we say for these men ? Which of their just de- 
mands was not granted? Which even of their cruel and unreasonable 
requisitions, so as it were not inconsistent with all law' and order, w’as 
refused ? Had they not sent Strafford to the block and Laud to the 
Towner ? Had they not destroyed the Courts of the High Commission 
and the Star Chamber? Had they not reversed the proceedings con- 
firmed by the voices of the judges of England, in the matter of ship- 
money ? Had they not taken from the king his ancient and most lawliil 
powder touching the order of knighthood ? Had they not provided that, 
after their dissolution, triennial parliaments should l)e holden, and that 
their own power should continue till of their great condescension they 
should be pleased to resign it themselves ? What more could they ask ? 
Was it not enough that they had taken from their king all his oppressive 
powers, and many that w^ere most salutary ? W^as it not enough that 
they had filled his council-board with his enemies, and his ]^risons with 
his adherents? Was it not enough that they had raised a furious multi- 
tude, to shout and swagger daily under the very windows of his royal 
palace ? Was it not enough that they had taken from him the most 
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blessed prerogative of princely mercy ; that, complaining of intolerance 
themselves, they had denied all toleration to others; that they had urged, 
against forms, scruples childish as those of any formalist ; that they had 
persecuted the least remnant of the popish rites with the fiercest bitter- 
ness of the popish spirit ? Must they besides all this have full power to 
command his armies, and to massacre his friends ? 

“ For military command, it was never known in any monarchy, nay, in 
any well ordered republic, that it was committed to the debates of a large 
and unsettled assembly. For their other requisition, that he should give 
up to their vengeance all who had defended the rights of his crown, his 
lionour must have been ruined if he had complied. Is it not therefore 
j^lain that they desired these things only in order that, by refusing, his 
Majesty might give them a pretence for war ? 

“ Men have often risen up against fraud, against cruelty, against ra])ine. 
But when before was it known that concessions were met with impor- 
tunities, graciousness with insults, the open palm of boupty with the 
clenched fist of malice ? Was it like trusty delegates of the Cfemmons of 
England, and faithful stewards of their liberty and their wealth, to en- 
gage them for such causes in civil war, which both to tiberty and to 
wealth is of all things the most hostile. Evil indeed must be the disease 
which is not more tolerable than such a medicine. Those who, even to 
save a nation from tyrants, excite it to civil war do in general but minis- 
ter to it the same miserable kind of relief wherewith the wizards of 
Pharaoh mocked the Egyptian. We read that, when Moses had turned 
their waters into blood, those impious magicians, intending, not benefit 
. to the thirsting people, but vain anti emulous ostentation of their own 
art, did themselves also change into blood the water which the plague 
had spared. Such sad comfort do those who stir up w'ar minister to the 
oppressed. But here where was the oppression ? What was the favour 
which had not been granted ? What was the evil whicli had not been 
removed ? What further could they desire ? ” 

“The.se questions,” said Mr Milton, austerely, “have indeed often 
deceived the ignorant ; but that Mr Cowley should have been so be- 
guiled, I marvel. You ask what more the Parliament could desire? I 
will answer you in one word, security. What are votes, and statutes, 
and resolutions? They have no eyes to see, no hands to strike and 
avenge. They must have some safeguard from without. Many things, 
therefore, which in themselves were peradventure hurtful, was this I'ar- 
liament constrained to ask, lest otherwise good laws and precious rights 
should be without defence. Nor did they want a great and signal ex- 
ample of this danger. I need not remind you that, many years before, 
the two Houses had presented to the king the Petition of Right, wherein 
were set down all the most valuable privileges of the people of this realm. 
Did not Charles accept it? Did he not declare it to be law? Was it 
not as fully enacted as ever were any of those bills of the Long Parlia- 
ment concerning which you spoke? And were those privileges there- 
fore enjoyed more fully by the people? No: the king did from that 
time redouble his oppressions as if to avenge himself for the shame of 
having been compelled to renounce them. Then were our estates laid 
under shameful impositions, our houses ransacked, our bodies imprisoned. 
Then was the steel of the hangman blunted with mangling the ears of 
harmless men. Then our very minds were fettered, and the iron entered 
into our souls. Then we were compelled hide our hatred, our sorrow, 
and our scorn, to laugh with hidden faces at the mummery of Laud, to 
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curse under our breath the tyranny of Wentworth. Of old time it was 
well and nobly said, by one of our kings, that an Englishman ought to 
be as free as his thoughts. Our prince reversed the maxim ; he strove to 
make our thoughts as much slaves as ourselves. To sneer at a Romish 
pageant, to miscall a lord’s crest, were crimes for which there was no 
mercy. These were all the fruits which we gathered from those excellent 
laws of the former Parliament, from these solemn promises of the king. 
Were we to be deceived again ? Were we again to give subsidies, and receive 
nothing but promises? Were we again to make wholesome statutes, and then 
leave them to be broken daily and hourly, until the oppressor should have 
squandered another supply, and should be ready for another perjury ? 
You^sk what they could desire which he had not already granted. Let 
me ask of you another question. Wliat pledge could he give which he 
had not already violated? From the first year of his reign, w'henever he 
had need of the purses of his Commons to support the revels of Bucking- 
ham or the processions of I.aud, he had assured them that, as he was a 
gentleman and a king, he w'ould sacredly preserve their rights. He had 
pawned those solemn pledges, and pawned them again and again ; but 
when had he redeemed them? ‘Upon my faith,’ — ‘Upon my sacred 
word,’ — ‘ Upon the honour of a prince,’ — came so easily from his lips, 
and dwelt so short a time on his mind that they were as little to be trusted 
as the ‘ By the hilts’ of an Alsatian dicer. 

“ Therefore it is that I praise this Parliament for what else I might 
have condemned. If what he had granted had been granted graciously 
and readily, if what he had before promised had been faithfully observed, 
they could not be defended. It was because he had never yielded the 
worst abuse without a long struggle, and seldom without a large bribe ; 
it was because he had no sooner disentangled himself from his troubles than 
he forgot his promises ; and, more like a villainous huckster than a great 
king, kept both the prerogative and the large price which had been paid 
to him to forego it ; it w^as because of these things that it was necessary 
and just to bind with forcible restraints one who could be bound neither 
by law nor honour. Nay, even w'hilc he w'as making those very conces- 
sions of which you speak, he betrayed his deadly hatred against the 
people and their friends. Not only did he, contrary to all that ever was 
deemed lawful in England, order that members of the Commons House 
of Parliament should be impeached of high treason at the bar of the 
Lords j thereby violating both the trial by jury and the privileges of the 
House ; but, not content with breaking the law by his ministers, he w ent 
himself armed to assail it. In the l)irth-place and sanctuary of freedom, 
in the House itself, nay in the very chair of the speaker, placed for the 
protection of free speech and privilege, he sat, rolling his eyes round the 
benches, searching for those whose blood he desired, and singling out his 
opposers to the slaughter. This most foul outrage fails. Then again for 
the old arts. Then come gracious messages. Then come courteous 
speeches. Then is again mortgaged his often forfeited honour. He will 
never again violate the laws. He will respect their rights as if they were 
his own. He pledges the dignity of his crown ; that crowm which had 
been committed to him for the weal of his people, and which he never 
named, but that he might the more easily delude and oppress them. 

“ The power of the sw'ord, I grant you, was not one to be permanently 
possessed by Parliament. Neither did that Parliament demand it as a 
permanent possession. They asked it only for temporary security. Nor 
can I see on what conditions they could safely make peace with that 
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false and wicked king, save such as would deprive him of all power to 
injure. 

“For civil war, that it is an evil I dispute not. But that it is the 
greatest of evils, that I stoutly deny. It doth indeed appear to the 
misjudging to be a worse calamity llian bad government, because its 
miseries are collected together within a short space and time, and may 
easily at one view he taken in and perceived. But the misfortunes of 
nations ruled by tyrants, being distributed over many centuries and 
many places, as they are of greater weight and number, so are they of 
less display. When the Devil of tyranny hath gone into the body politic 
he departs not but with struggles, and foaming, and great convulsions. 
Shall he, therefore, vex it for ever, lest, in going out, he for<i moment 
tear and rend it? Truly this argument touching the evils of war would 
'better become my friend Elwood, or some other of the people called 
•^Quakers, than a courtier and a cavalier. It applies no more to this war 
than to all others, as well foreign as domestic, and, in this war, no more 
to the Houses than to the king ; nay, not so much, since he by a little 
sincerity and moderation might have rendered that needless which their 
duty to God and man then enforced them to do.” 

“Pardon me, Mr Milton,” said Mr Cowley; ‘‘I grieve to hear you 
speak thus of that good king. Most unhappy indeed he was, in that he 
reigned at a time when the spirit of the then living generation was for 
freedom, and the precedents of former ages for prerogative. His case 
was like to that of Christopher Columbus, wlien he sailed forth on an 
unknown ocean, and found that the compass, whereby he shaped his 
course, had shifted from the north pole whereto before it had constantly 
pointed. So it was with Charles. His compass varied ; and therefore 
he could not tack aright. If he had been an absolute king he would 
doubtless, like 'ritus Vespasian, have been cnlled the delight of the 
human race. If he had been a Doge of Venice, or a Stadtholder of 
Holland, he would never have outstepped the laws. But he lived when 
our government had neither clear definitions nor strong sanctions. Let, 
therefore, his faults be ascribed to the time. Of bis virtues the praise is 
his own. 

“ Never was there a more gracious prince, or a more proper gentleman. 
In every pleasure he was temperate, in conversation mild and grave, in 
friendship constant, to his servants liberal, to his queen faithful and 
loving, in battle grave, in sorrow and captivity resolved, in death most 
Christian and forgiving. 

“ For his oppressions, let ns look at the former history of this realm. 
James was never accounted a tyrant. Elizabeth is esteemed to have 
been the mother of her people. Were they less arbitrary? Did they 
never lay bands on the purses of their subjects but by Act of Parliament ? 
Did they never confine insolent and disobedient men but in due course of 
law? Was the court of Star Chamber less active? Were the ears of 
libellers more safe ? I pray you, let not king Charles be thus dealt with. 
It was enough that in his life he was tried for an alleged breach of laws 
which none ever heard named till they were discovered for his destruction. 
Let not his fame be treated as was his sacred and anointed body. Let 
not his memoi 7 be tried by principles found out ex post facto. us 
not judge by the spirit of one generation a man whose disposition had 
been formed by the temper and fashion of another.” 

“Nay, but conceive me, Mr Cowley, said Mr Milton; “inasmuch 
as, at the beginning of his reign, he imitated those who had governed 
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before him, I blame him not. To expect that kings will, of their own 
free choice, abridge their prerogative, were argument of but slender 
wisdom. Whatever, therefore, lawless, unjust, or cruel, he either did 
or permitted during the first years of his reign, I pass by. But for 
what was done after that he had solemnly given his consent to the 
Petition of Right, where shall we find defence ? Let it be supposed, 
which yet I concede not, that the tyranny of his father and of Queen 
Elizabeth had been no less rigorous than was his. But had his father, 
had that queen, sworn like him, to abstain from those rigours ? Had 
they, like him, for good and valuable consideration, aliened their hurtful 
prerogatives ? Surely not : from whatever excuse you can plead for him 
lie had wholly excluded himself. The borders of countries, we know, 
are mostly the seats of perpetual wars and tumults. It was the same 
with the undefined frontiers, which of old separated privilege and pre- 
rogative. They were the debatable land of our polity. It was no marvel* 
if, both on the one side and on the other, inroads were often made. But, 
when treaties have been concluded, spaces measured, lines drawn, land- 
marks set up, that which before might pass for innocent error or just 
reprisal becomes robbery, perjury, deadly sin. He knew not, you say, 
which of his powers were founded on ancient law, and which only on 
vicious example. But had he not read the Petition of Right ? Had not 
proclamation been made from his throne, .Soli fait comme il est desire 1 

“For his private virtues they are beside the question. Remember 
you not,” and Mr Milton smiled, but somewhat sternly, “ what Dr Caius 
saith in the Merry Wives of Shakspeare ? * What shall the honest man 
do in my closet ? There is no honest man that shall come in my closet.' 
Even so say I. . There is no good man who shall make us his slaves. 
If he break his word to his people, is it a sufficient defence that he keeps 
it to his companions ? If he oppress and extort all day, shall he be held 
blameless because he prayeth at night and morning ? If he be insatiable 
in plunder and revenge, shall we pass it by because in meat and drink he 
is temperate? If he have lived like a tyrant, shall all be forgotten 
because he hath died like a martyr ? 

“ lie was a man, as I think, who had so much semblance of virtues as 
might make his vices most dangerous. He was not a tyrant after our 
wonted English model. The second Richard, the second and fourth 
Edwards, and the eighth Harry, were men profuse, gay, boisterous ; 
lovers of women and of wine, of no outward sanctity or gravity. Charles 
was a ruler after the Italian fashion ; grave, demure, of a solemn 
carriage, and a sober diet ; as constant at prayers as a priest, as heedless 
of oaths as an atheist.” 

Mr Cowley answered somewhat sharply : “ I am .sorry. Sir, to hear 
you speak thus. I had hoped that the vehemence of spirit which was 
caused by these violent times had now abated. Yet, sure, Mr Milton, 
whatever you may think of the character of King Charles, you will not 
still justify his murder ? ” 

“ Sir,” said Mr Milton, “ I must have been of a hard and strange 
nature, if the vehemence which was imputed to me in my younger days 
had not been diminished by the afflictions wherewith it hath pleas^ 
Almighty God to chasten my age. I will not now defend all that I may 
heretofore have written. But this I say, that I perceive not wherefore a 
king should be exempted from all punishment. Is it just that where 
most is given least should be required? Or politic that where there is 
the greatest power to iniure there should be no danger to restrain ? Itat, 

E 
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you will say, there is no such law. Such a law there is. There is the 
law of selfpreservation written by God himself on our hearts. There is 
the primal compact and bond of society, not graven on stone, or sealed 
with wax, nor put down on parchment, nor set forth in any express form 
of words by men when of old they came together ; but implied in the 
very act that they so came together, pre-supposed in all subsequent law, 
not to be repealed by any authority, nor invalidated by being omitted in 
any code ; inasmuch as from thence are all codes and all authority. , 

“ Neither do I well see wherefore you cavaliers, and, indeed, m^y of 
us whom you merrily call Roundheads, distinguish between those who 
fought against King Charles, and specially after the second commission 
given to Sir Thomas Fairfax, and those who condemned him to death. 
Sure, if his person were inviolable, it was as wicked to lift the swotd 
against it at Naseby as the axe at Whitehall. If his life might justly be 
taken, why not in course of trial as well as by right of war ? 

“ Thus much in general as touching the right. But, for the execution 
of King Charles in particular, 1 will not now undertake to defend it. 
Death is inflicted, not that the culprit may die, but that the state may be 
thereby advantaged. And, from all that I know, I think that the death 
of King Charles hath more hindered than advanced the liberties of 
England. 

“ First, he left an heir. He was in captivity. The heir was in free- 
dom. He was odious to the Scots. The heir was favoured by them. 
To kill the captive therefore, whereby the heir, in the apprehension of 
all royalists, became forthwith king — what was it, in truth, but to set 
their captive free, and to give him besides other great advantages? 

“ Next, it was a deed most odious to the people, and not only to your 
party, but to many among ourselves ; and, as it is perilous for any 
government to outrage the public opinion, so most was it perilous for a 
government which had from that opinion alone its birth, its nurture, and 
its defence. 

“Yet doth not this properly belong to our dispute; nor can these 
faults be justly charged upon that most renowned Parliament. For, as 
you know, the high court of justice was not established until the House 
had been purged of such members as were adverse to the army, and 
brought wholly under the control of the chief officers.” 

And who,” said Mr Cowley, “levied that army? Who commis- 
sioned those officers ? Was not the fate of the Commons as justly 
deserved as was that of Diomedes, who was devoured by those horses 
whom he had himself taught to feed on the flesh and blood of men? 
How could they hope that others would respect laws which they had 
themselves insulted ; that swords which had been drawn against the pre- 
rogatives of the king would be put up at an ordinance of the Commons ? 
It was believed, of old, that there were some devils easily raised but never 
to be laid ; insomuch that, if a magician called them up, he should be 
forced to find them always some employment ; for, though they would 
do all his bidding, yet, if he left them but for one moment without some 
work of evil to perform, they would turn their claws against himself. 
Such a fiend is an army. They who evoke it cannot dismiss it. They 
are at once its masters and its slaves. Let them not fail to find for it 
task after task of blood and rapine. Let them not leave it for a moment 
in re^se, lest it tear them in pieces. 

“ Thus was it with that famous assembly. They formed a force which 
they could neither govern nor resist. They made it powerful. They 
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made it fanatical. As if military insolence were not of itself sufficiently 
dangerous, they heightened it with spiritual pride, — they encouraged 
their soldiers to rave from the tops of tubs against the men of Belial, till 
every trooper thought himself a prophet. They taught them to abuse 
popery, till every drummer fancied that he was as infallible as a 
pope. 

** Then it was that religion changed her nature. She was no longer 
thd parent of arts and letters, of wholesome knowledge, of innocent 
pleasures, of blessed household smiles. In their place came sour faces, 
whining voices, the chattering of fools, the yells of madmen. Then men 
fasted from meat and drink, who fasted not from bribes and blood. 
Thibi men frowned at stage-plays, who smiled at massacres. Then men 
preached against painted faces, who felt no remorse for their own most 
painted lives. Religion had been a pole-star to light and to guide. It 
was now more like to that ominous star in the book of the Apocalypse, 
which fell from heaven upon the fountains and rivers and changed them 
into wormwood ; for even so did it descend from its high and celestial 
dwelling-place to plague this earth, and to turn into bitterness all that 
was sweet, and into poison all that was nourishing. 

Therefore it was not strange that such things should follow. They 
who had closed the barriers of London against the king could not defend 
them against their own creatures. They who had so stoutly cried for 
privilege, when that prince, most unadvisedly no doubt, came among 
them to demand their members, durst not wag their fingers when Oliver 
filled their hall with soldiers, gave their mace to a corporal, put their 
keys in his pocket, and drove them forth with base terms, borrowed half 
from the conventicle and half from the ale-house. Then were we, like 
the trees of the forest in holy writ, given over to the nile of the bramble ; 
then from tlie basest of the shrubs came forth the fire which devoured the 
cedars of Lebanon. We bowed down before a man of mean birth, of 
ungraceful demeanour, of stammering and most vulgar utterance, of scan- 
dalous and notorious hypocrisy. Our laws were made and unmade at 
his pleasure ; the constitution of our Parliaments changed by his writ and 
proclamation ; our persons imprisoned ; our property plundered ; our 
lands and houses overrun with soldiers ; and the great charter itself was 
but argument for a scurrilous jest ; and for all this we may thank that 
Parliament ; for never, unless they had so violently shaken the vessel, 
could such foul dregs have risen to the top.” 

Then answered Mr Milton : ‘‘ What you have now said comprehends 
so great a number of subjects, that it would require, not an evening’s sail 
on the Thames, but rather a voyage to the Indies, accurately to treat of all : 
yet, in as few words as I may, I will explain my sense of these matters. 

** First, as to the army. An army, as you have well set forth, is 
always a weapon dangerous to those who use it ; yet he who falls among 
thieves spares not to fire his nuisquetoon, because he may be slain if it 
burst in his hand. Nor must states refrain from defending themselves, 
lest their defenders should at last turn against them. Nevertheless, 
against this danger state.smen should carefully provide ; and, that they 
may do so, they should take especial care that neither the officers 
nor the soldiers do forget that they are also citizens. I do believe that 
the English army would have continued to obey the parliament with all 
duty, but for one act, which, as it was in intention, in seeming, and in 
immediate effect, worthy to be compared with the most famous in history, 
so w’as it, in its final consequence, most injurious, I speak of that 
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ordinance called the selff^denying^ and of the new model of the army. By 
those measures the Commons gave up the command of their forces into 
the hands of men who were not of themselves. Hence, doubtless, 
derived no small honour to that noble assembly, which sacrificed to the 
hope of public good the assurance of private advantage. And, as to the 
conduct of the war, the scheme prospered. Witness the battle of Naseby, 
and the memorable exploits ot Fairfax in the west. But thereby the 
Parliament lost that hold on the soldiers and that power to control them, 
.which they retained while every regiment was commanded by their own 
members. Politicians there be, who would wholly divide the legislative 
, from the executive power. In the golden age this may have succeeded ; 
in the millennium it may succeed again. But, where great armies and 
great taxes are required, there the executive government must always 
hold a great authority, which authority, that it may not oppress and 
destroy the legislature, must be in some manner blended with it. The 
leaders of foreign mercenaries have always been most dangerous to a 
country. The officers of native armies, deprived of the civil privileges 
of other men, are as much to be feared. This was the great error of that 
Parliament : and, thougli an error it were, it was an error generous, vir- 
tuous, and more to be deplored than censured. 

** Hence came the power Of the army and its leaders, and especially of 
that most famous leader, whom both in our conversation to-day, and in 
that discourse whereon I before touched, you have, in my poor opinion, 
far too roughly handled. Wherefore you speak contemptibly of his 
parts I know not ; but I suspect that you are not free from the error 
common to studious and speculative men. Because Oliver was an 
ungraceful orator, and never said, either in public or private, anything 
memorable, you will have it that he was of a mean capacity. Sure 
this is unjust. Many men have there been ignorant of letters, without 
wit, without eloquence, who yet had the wisdom to devise, and the 
courage to perform, that which they lacked language to explain. Such 
men often, in troubled times, have worked out the deliverance of nations 
and their own greatness, not by logic, not by rhetoric, but by wariness 
in success, by calmness in danger, by fierce and stubborn resolution in 
all adversity. The hearts of men are their books ; events are their 
tutors ; great actions are their eloquence : and such an one, in my Judg* 

, ment, was his late Highness, who, if none were to treat his name scorn- 
fully now shook not at the sound of it while he lived, would, by very 
few* be mentioned otherwise than with reverence. His own deeds shall 
avouch him for a great statesman, a great soldier, a true lover of his 
country, a merciful and generous conqueror. 

“ For his faults, let us reflect that they who seem to lead are oftentimes 
most constrained to follow. They who will mix with men, and especially 
they who will govern them, must in many things obey them. They who 
will yield to no such conditions may be hermits, but cannot be generals 
and statesmen. If a man will walk straight forward without turning to 
the right or the left, he must walk in a desert, and not in Cheapside. 
Thus was he enforced to do many things which jumped not with his 
inclination nor made for his honour ; because the army, on which alone 
he could depend for power and life, might not otherwise be contented. 
And I, for mine own part, marvel less that he sometimes was fain to 
indulge their violence than that he could so often restrain it. 

“ fii that he dissolved the Parliament, 1 praise him. It then was so 
diminished in numbers, as well by the d^th as by the exclusion of 
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members, that it was no longer the same assembly ; and, if at that time 
it had made itself perpetual, we should have been governed, not by an 
English House of Commons, but by a Venetian Council. 

“ If in his following rule he overstepped the laws, I pity rather than 
condemn him. He may be compared to that Masandrius of Samos, of 
whom Herodotus saith, in his Thalia, that, wishing to be of all men the 
most just, he was not able ; for after the death of Polycrates he offered 
freedom to the people ; and not till certain of them threatened to call 
him to a reckoning for what he had formerly done, did he change his 
purpose, and make himself a tyrant, lest he should be treated as a 
criminal. 

“ Such was the case of Oliver. He gave to his country a form of 
government so free and admirable that, in near six thousand years, 
human wisdom hath never devised any more excellent contrivance for 
human happiness. To himself he reserved so little power that it would 
scarcely have sufficed for his safety, and it is a marvel that it could 
suffice for his ambition. When, after that, he found that the members 
of his Parliament disputed his right even to that small authority which he 
had kept, when he might have kept all, then inde^ I own that he began 
to govern by the sword those who would not suffer him to govern by the 
law. 

“ But, for the rest, what sovereign was evermore princely in pardoning 
injuries, in conquering enemies, in extending the dominions and the 
renown of his people ? What sea, what shore did he not mark with 
imperishable memorials of his friendship or his vengeance ? The gold of 
Spain, the steel of Sweden, the ten thousand sails of Holland, availed 
nothing against him. While every foreign state trembled at our arms, 
we sat secure from all assault. War, which often so strangely troubles 
both husbandry and commerce, never silenced the song of our reapers, or 
the sound of our looms. Justice was equally administered j God was 
freely worshipped. 

“Now look at that which we have taken in exchange. With the re- 
stored king have come over to us vices of every sort, and most the basest 
and most shameful , -—lust without love — servitude without loyalty— foulness 
of speech — dishonesty of dealing — grinning contempt of all things good 
and generous. The throne is surrounded by men whom the former 
Charles would have spumed from his footstool. The altar is served by 
slaves whose knees are supple to every being but God. Rhymers, whose 
books the hangman should bum, pandars, actors, and buffoons, these 
drink a health and throw a main with the King ; these have stars on 
their breasts and gold sticks in their hands ; these shut out from his 
presence the best and bravest of those who bled for his house. Even so 
doth God visit those who know not how to value freedom. He gives 
them over to the tyranny which they have desired, Twi Tdyres iitai^ptayrai, 

“ I will not,” said Mr Cowley, “dispute with you on this argument. 
But, if it be as you say, how can you maintain that England hath been so 
greatly advantaged by the rebellion ? ” 

* “ Understand me rightly, Sir,” ^id Mr Milton. “ This nation is not 
given over to slavery and vice. We tasted indeed the fruits of liberty 
before they had well ripened. Their flavour was harsh and bitter ; and 
we turned from them with loathing to the sweeter poisons of servitude. 
This is but for a time. England is sleeping on the lap of Dalflah, 
traitorously chained, but not yet shorn of strength. Let the cry be once 
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heard — the Philistines be upon thee ; and at once that sleep will be 
broken, and those chains will be as flax in the fire. The great Parlia- 
ment hath left behind it in our hearts and minds a hatred of tyrants, a 
just knowledge of our rights, a scorn of vain and deluding names ; and 
that the revellers of Whitehall shall surely find. The sun is darkened ; 
but it is only for a moment : it is but an eclipse ; though all birds of evil 
omen have begun to scream, and all ravenous beasts have gone forth to 
prey, thinking it to be midnight. Woe to them if they be abroad when 
the rays again shine forth ! 

“ The king hath judged ill. Had he been wise he would have remem- 
bered that he owed his restoration only to confusions which had wearied 
us out, and made us eager for repose. He would have known that the 
folly and perfidy of a prince would restore to the good old cause many 
hearts which had been alienated thence by the turbulence of factions ; for, 
if I know aught of history, or of the heart of man, he will soon learn that 
the last champion of the people was not destroyed when he murdered 
Vane, nor seduced when he beguiled Fairfax.” 

Mr Cowley seemed to me not to take much amiss what Mr Milton had 
said touting that thankless court, which had indeed but poorly requited 
his own good service. He only said, therefore, “ Another rebellion ! 
Alas ! alas ! Mr Milton ! If there be no choice but between despotism 
and anarchy, I prefer despotism.” 

Many men,” said Mr Milton, ‘Miave floridly and ingeniously com- 
pared anarchy and despotism ; but they who so amuse themselves do but 
look at separate parts of that which is truly one great whole. Each is 
the cause and the effect of the other ; the evils of either are the evils of 
both. Thus do states move on in the same eternal cycle, which, from the 
remotest point, brings them back again to the same sad starting-post : 
and, till both those who govern and those who obey shall learn and mark 
this great truth, men can expect little through the future, as they have 
known little through the past, save vicissitudes of extreme evils, alter- 
nately producing and produced. 

“ When will rulers learn that, where liberty is not, security and order 
can never be? We talk of absolute power; but all power hath limits, 
which, if not fixed by the iiKxleration of the governors, will be fixed by 
the force of the governed. Sovereigns may send their opposers to dun. 
geons ; they may clear out a senate-house with soldiers ; they may enlist 
armies of spies ; they may hang scores of the disafiected in chains at every 
cross road ; but what power shall stand in that frightful time when rebel- 
lion hath become a less evil than endurance ? Who shall dissolve that 
terrible tribunal, which, in the hearts of the oppressed, denounces against 
the oppressor the doom of its wild justice ? Who shall repeal the law of 
selfdefence ? What arms or discipline shall resist the strength of famine 
and despair? How often were the ancient Caesars dragged from their 
golden palaces, stripped of their purple robes, mangled, stoned, defiled 
with filth, pierced with hooks, hurled into Tiber? How often have the 
Eastern Sultans perished by the sabres of their own janissaries, or the 
bow-strings of their own mutes ! For no power which is not limited by 
laws can ever be protected by them. Small, therefore, is the wisdom of 
those who would fly to servitude as if it were a refuge from commotion ; 
for anarchy is the sure consequence of tyranny. That governments may 
be safe, nations must be free. Their passions must have an outlet pro- 
vided, lest they make one. 

“ When I was at Naples, I went with Signor Manso, a gentleman of 
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excellent parts and breeding, who had been the familiar friend of that 
famous poet Torquato Tasso, to see the burning mountain Vesuvius. I 
wondered how the peasants could venture to dwell so fearlessly and 
cheerfully on its sides, when the lava was flowing from its summit ; but 
Manso smiled, and told me that when the fire descends freely they retreat 
before it without haste or fear. They can tell how fast it will move, and 
how far ; and they know, moreover, that, though it may work some little 
damage, it will soon cover the fields over which it hath passed with tich 
vineyards and sweet flowers. But, when the flames are pent up in the 
mountain, then it is that they have reason to fear ; then it is that the 
earth sinks and the sea swells ; then cities are swallowed up ; and their 
place knoweth them no more. .So it is in politics ; where the people is 
most closely restrained, there it gives the greatest shocks to peace and 
order ; therefore would I say to all kings, let your demagogues lead 
crowds, lest they lead armies ; let them bluster, lest they massacre ; a 
little turbulence is, as it were, the rainbow of the state ; it shows indeed 
that there is a passing shower ; but it is a pledge that there shall be no 
deluge.” 

“ This is true,” said Mr Cow’ley ; “ yet these admonitions arc not less 
needful to subjects than to sovereigns.” 

“ Surely,” said Mr Milton ; and, that I may end this long debate with 
a few words in which we shall both agree, I hold that, as freedom is the 
only safeguard of governments, so are order and moderation generally 
necessary to preserve freedom. Even the vainest opinions of men are 
not to be outraged by those who propose to themselves the happiness of 
men for their end, and who must work with the passions of men for their 
means. The blind reverence for things ancient is indeed so foolish that 
it might make a wise man laugh, if it were not also sometimes so mis- 
chievous that it would rather make a good man weep. Yeb since it may 
not be wholly cured it must be discreetly indulged ; aivi therefore those 
who would amend evil laws should consider rather how much it may be 
safe to spare, than how much it may be po.ssible to change. Have you 
not heard that men who have been shut up for many years in dungeons 
.shrink if they see the light, and fall down if their irons be struck off? 
And so, when nations have long been in the house of bondage, the chains 
which have crippled them are necessary to support them, the darkness 
which hath weakened their sight is necessary to preserve it. Therefore 
release them not too rashly, lest they curse their freedom and pine for 
their prison. 

“ 1 think indeed that the renowned Parliament, of which we have talked 
so much, did show, until it became subject to the soldiers, a singidarand 
admirable moderation, in slich times scarcely to be hoped, and most 
worthy fro be an example to all that shall come after. But on this 
argument I have said enough : and I will therefore only pray to Almighty 
God that those who shall, in future times stand forth in defence of our 
liberties, as well civil as religious, may adorn the good cause by mercy, 
prudence, and soberness, to the glory of his name and the happiness and 
honour of the English people. ” 

And so ended that discourse ; and not long after we were set on shore 
again at the Temple Gardens, and there parted company : and the same 
evening I took notes of what had been said, which I have here more fully 
set down, from regard both to the fame of the men, and the importance 
of the subject-matter. 
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ON THE ATHENIAN ORATORS. 

(August 1824.) 

** To the famous orators repair, 

Those ancient, whose resistless eloquence 
Wielded at will that fierce democratic, 

Shook the arsernl, and fulmined over Greece 
To Macedoii and Artaxerxes’ throne."-T-Mii.TON. 

The celebrity of the great classical writers is confined within no limits, 
except those which separate civilised from savage man. Their works are 
the common property of every polished nation. They have furnished 
subjects for the painter, and models for the poet. In the minds of the 
educated classes throughout Europe, their names are indissolubly 
associated with the endearing recollections of childhood, — the old school- 
room, — the dog-eared grammar, — the first prize, — the tears so often shed 
and so quickly dried. So great is the veneration with which they arc 
regarded, that even the editors and commentators who perform the lowest 
menial offices to their memory, are considered, like the equerries and 
chamberlains of sovereign princes, as entitled to a high rank in the table 
of literary precedence. It is, therefore, somewhat singular that their 
productions should so rarely have been examined on just and philosophi- 
cal principles of criticism. 

The ancient writers themselves afford us but little assistance. When 
they particularise, they are commonly trivial : when they would generalise, 
they oecome indistinct. An exception must, indeed, be made in favour 
of Aristotle. Both in analysis and in combination, that great man was 
without a rival. No philosopher has ever possessed, in an equal degree, 
the talent either of separating established systems into their primary 
elements, or of connecting detached phenomena in harmonious systems. 
He was the great fashioner of the intellectual chaos ; he changed its 
darkness into light, and its discord into order. He brought to literary 
researches the same vigour and amplitude of mind to which both physical 
and metaphysical science are so greatly indebted. His fundamental 
principles of criticism are excellent. To cite only a single instance : — the 
doctrine which he established, that poetry is an imitative art, when 
justly understood, is to the critic whariTie compass is to the navigator. 
With it he may venture upon the most extensive excursions. Without it 
he must creep cautiously along the coast, or lose himself in a trackless 
expanse, and trust, at best, to the guidance of an occa.sional star. It is 
a discovery which changes a caprice into a science. 

The general propositions of Aristotle are valuable. But the merit of 
the superstructure bears no proportion to that of the foundation. This 
is partly to be ascribed to the character of the philosopher, who, though 
qualified to do all that could be done by the resolving and combining 
powers of the understanding, seems not to have possessed much of 
sensibility or imagination. Partly, also, it may be attributed to the 
deficiency of materials. The great works of genius which then existed 
were not either sufficiently numerous or sufficiently varied to enable any 
man to form a perfect code of literature. To require that a critic should 
conceive classes of composition which had never existed, and then 



ON THE ATHENIAN ORATORS. 


n 

inv«stigate their principles, would be as unreasonable as the demand of 
Nebuchadnezzar, who expected his magicians first to tell him his dream 
and then to interpret it. 

With all his deficiencies, Aristotle was the most enlightened and pro- 
found critic of antiquity. Dionysius was far from possessing the same 
exquisite subtilty, or the same vast comprehension. But he had access 
to a much greater number of specimens ; and he had devoted himself, as 
it appears, more exclusively to the study of elegant literature. His 
peculiar judgments are of more value than his general principles. He is 
only the historian of literature. Aristotle is its philosopher. 

Quintilian applied to general literature the same principles by which he 
had been accustomed to judge of the declamations of his pupils. He 
looks for nothing but rhetoric, and rhetoric not of the highest order. He 
speaks coldly of the incomparable works of -^schylus. He admires, be- 
yond expression, those inexhaustible mines of common-places, the plays 
of Euripides, fie bestows a few vague words on the poetical character 
of Homer. He then proceeds to consider him merely as an orator. An 
orator Homer doubtless was, and a great orator. But surely nothing is 
more remarkable, in his admirable works, than the art with which his 
oratorical powers are made subservient to the puiposes of poetry. Nor 
can I think Quintilian a great critic in his own province. Just as are 
many of his remarks, beautiful as are many of his illustrations, we can 
perpetually detect in his thoughts that flavour which the soil of despotism 
generally communicates to all the fniits of genius. Eloquence was, in his 
time, little more than a condiment which served to stimulate in a despot 
the jaded appetite for panegyric, an amusement for the travelled nobles 
and the blue-stocking matrons of Rome. It is, therefore, with him, 
rather a sport than a war ; it is a contest of foils, not of swords. He 
appears to think more of the grace of the attitude than of the direction 
and vigour of the thrust. It must be acknowledged, in justice to Quin- 
tilian, that this is an error to which Cicero has too often given the 
sanction, both of his precept and of his example. 

Longinus seems to have had great sensibility, but little discrimination. 
He gives us eloquent sentences, but no principles. It was happily said 
that Montesquieu ought to have changed the name of his book from 
E Esprit dcs Lois to II Esprit sur Ics Lois. In the same manner the 
philosopher of Palmyra ought to have entitled his famous work, not 
“ Longinus on the Sublime,” but “The Sublimities of Longinus.” The 
origin of the sublime is one of the most curious and interesting subjects 
of inquiry that can occupy the attention of a critic. In our own country 
it has been discussed, with great ability, and, I think, with very little 
success, by Burke and Dugald Stuart. Longinus dispenses himself from 
all investigations of this nature, by telling his friend Terentianus that he 
alrejvdy knows everything that can be .said upon the question. It is to be 
regretted that Terentianus did not impart some of his knowledge to his 
instructor : for from Longinus we learn only that sublimity means height 
— or elevation.* This name, so commodiously vague, is applied indif- 
ferently to the noble prayer of Ajax in the Iliad, and to a passage of 
Plato about the human body, as full of conceits as an ode of Cowley. 
Having no fixed standard, Longinus is right only by accident. He is 
rather a fancier than a critic. 

Modem writers have been prevented by many causes from supplying 

* 'Axp^rrit Kal ii^oxh ifftl rb. 
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the deficiencies of their classical predecessors. At the time of the revival 
of literature, no man could, without great and painful labour, acquire an 
accurate and elegant knowledge of the ancient languages. And, unfor- 
tunately, those grammatical and philological studies, without which it was 
impossible to understand the great works of Athenian and Roman 
genius, have a tendency to contract the views and deaden the sensibility 
of those who follow them with extreme assiduity. A powerful mind, 
which has been long employed in such studies, may be compared to the 
gigantic spirit in the Arabian tale, who was persuaded to contract himself 
to small dimensions in order to enter within the , enchanted vessel, and, 
when his prison had been closed upon him, found himself unable to 
escape from the narrow boundaries to the measure of which he had re- 
duced his stature. When the means have long been the objects of 
application, they are naturally substituted for the end. It was said, by 
Eugene of Savoy, that* the greatest generals have commonly been those 
who have been at once raised to command, and introduced to the great 
operations of war, without being employed in the petty calculations and 
manoeuvres which employ the time of an inferior officer. In literature 
the principle is equally sound. The great tactics of criticism will, in 
general, be best understood by those who have not had much practice in 
drilling syllables and particles. 

I remember to have observed among the French Anas a ludicrous in- 
stance of this. A scholar, doubtless of great learning, recommends the 
study of some long I.atin treatise, of which I now forget the name, on 
the religion, manners, government, and language of the early Greeks. 
**For there,” says he, ‘‘you will learn everything of importance that is 
contained in the Iliad and Odyssey, without the trouble of reading two 
such tedious books. ” Alas ! it had not occurred to the poor gentleman 
that all the knowledge to which he attached so much value was useful 
only as it illustrated the great poems which he despised, and would be as 
worthless for any other purpose as the mythology of Caffraria, or the 
vocabulary of Otaheite. 

Of those scholars who have disdained to confine themselves to verbal 
criticism few have been successful. The ancient languages have, generally, 
a magical influence on their faculties. They were “fools called into a 
circle by Greek invocations.” The Iliad and /Eneid were to them not 
books but curiosities, or rather reliques. They no more admired those 
works for their merits than a good Catholic venerates the house of the 
Virgin at Loretto for its architecture. Whatever was classical was good. 
Homer was a great poet, and so was Callimachus. The epistles of Cicero 
were fine, and so were those of Phalaris. Even with respect to questions 
of evidence they fell into the same error. The authority of all narrations, 
written in Greek or Latin, was the same with them. It never crossed 
their minds that the lapse of five hundred years, or the distance of five 
hundred leagues, could affect the accuracy of a narration ; — that Livy 
could be a less veracious historian than Polybius ; — or that Plutarch could 
know less about the friends of Xenophon than Xenophon himself. De- 
ceived by the distance of time, they seem to consider all the Classics as 
contemporaries ; just as I have known people in England, deceived by 
the distance of place, take it for granted that all persons who live in India 
are neighbours, and ask an inhabitant of Bombay about the health of an 
acquaintance at Calcutta. It is to be hoped that no barbarian deluge 
will ever again pass over Europe. But should such a calamity happen, it 
seems not improbable that some future RoUin or Gillies will compile a 
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history of England from Miss Porter’s Scottish Chiefs, Miss Lee’s Recess, 
and Sir Nathaniel Wraxall’s Memoirs. 

It is surely time that ancient literature should be examined in a different 
manner, without pedantical prepossessions, but with a just allowance, at 
the same time, for the difference of circumstances and manners. I am far 
from pretending to the knowledge or ability which such a task would 
require. All that 1 mean to offer is a collection of desultory remarks 
upon a most interesting portion of Greek literature. 

It may be doubted whether any compositions which have ever been 
produced in the world are equally perfect in their kind with the great 
Athenian orations. Genius is subject to the same laws which regulate 
the production of cotton and molasses. The supply adjusts itself to the 
demand. The quantity may be diminished by restrictions, and multi- 
plied by bounties. The singular excellence to which eloquence attained 
at Athens is to be mainly attributed to the influence which it exerted 
there. In turbulent times, under a constitution purely democratic, among 
a people educated exactly to that point at which men are most suscept- 
ible of strong and sudden impressions, acute, but not sound reasoners, 
warm in their feelings, unfixed in their principles, and passionate ad- 
mirers of fine composition, oratory received such encouragement as it has 
never since obtained. 

The taste and knowledge of the Athenian people was a favourite 
object of the contemptuous derision of Samuel Johnson; a man who 
knew nothing of Greek literature beyond the common school-books, and 
who seems to have brought to what he had read scarcely more than the 
discernment of a common school-boy. lie used to assert, with that 
arrogant absurdity which, in spite of his great abilities and virtues, 
renders him, perhaps the most ridiculous character in literary history, 
that Demosthenes spoke to a people of brutes ; — to a barbarous people ; 
— that there could have been no civilisation before the invention of 
printing. Johnson was a keen but a very narrow-minded observer of 
mankind. lie perpetually confounded their general nature with their 
particular circumstances. He knew London intimately. The sagacity 
of his remarks on its society is perfectly astonishing. But Fleet Street 
was the world to him, lie saw that Londoners who did not read were 
profoundly ignorant ; and he inferred that a Greek, who had few or no 
books, must have been as uninformed as one of Mr Thrale’s draymen. 

There seems to be, on the contrary, every reason to believe, that, in 
general intelligence, the Athenian populace far surpassed the lower 
orders of any community that has ever existed. It must be considered, 
that to be a citizen was to be a legislator, — a soldier, — a judge, — one 
upon whose voice might depend the fate of the wealthiest tributary state, 
of the most eminent public man. The lowest offices, both of agriculture 
and of trade, were, in common, performed by slaves. The common- 
wealth supplied its meanest members with the support of life, the 
opportunity of leisure, and the means of amusement. Books were indeed 
few : but they were excellent ; and they were accurately known. It is 
not by turning over libraries, but by repeatedly perusing and intently 
contemplating a few great models, that the mind is best disciplined. A 
man of letters must now read much that he soon forgets, and much from 
which he learns nothing worthy to be remembered. The best works 
employ, in general, but a small portion of his time. Demosthenes is 
said to have transcribed six times the history of 'rhucydides. If he had 
been a young politician of the oresent age, he might in the same space 
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of time have skimmed innumerable newspapers and pamphlets. 1 do 
not condemn that desultory mode of study which the state of thin^, in 
our day, renders a matter of necessity. But I may be allowed to doubt 
whether the changes on which the admirers of modern institutions delight 
to dwell have improved our condition so much in reality as in appearance. 
Rumford, it is said, proposed to the Elector of Bavaria a scheme for 
feeding his soldiers at a much cheaper rate than formerly. His plan was 
simply to compel them to masticate their food thoroughly. A small 
quantity, thus eaten, would, according to that famous projector, afford 
naore sustenance than a large meal hastily devoured. I do not know how 
Rumford’s proposition was received ; but to the mind, I believe, it will 
be found more nutritious to digest a page than to devour a volume. 

Books, however, were the least part of the education of an Athenian 
citizen. Let us, for a moment, transport ourselves in thought, to that 
glorious city. Let us imagine that we are entering its gates, in the time 
of its power and glory. A crowd is assembled round a portico. All 
are gazing with delight at the entablature ; for Phidias is putting up the 
frieze. We turn into another street ; a rhapsodist is reciting there : 
men, women, children are thronging round him ; the tears are running 
down their cheeks : their eyes are fixed : their very breath is still ; for 
he is telling how Priam fell at the feet of Achilles, and kissed those 
hands, — the terrible — the murderous, — which had slain so many of his 
sons.* We enter the public place ; there is a ring of youths, all leaning 
forward, with sparkling eyes, and gestures of expectation. Socrates is 
pitted against the famous atheist, from Ionia, and has just brought him 
to a contradiction in terms. But we are interrupted. The herald is 
crying — “Room for the Prytanes.’’ The general assembly is to meet. 
The i^eople are swarming in on every side. Proclamation is made — 
“ Who wishes to speak ?” There is a shout, and a clapping of hands : 
Pericles is mounting the stand. Then for a play of Sophocles ; and 
away to sup with Aspasia. I know of no modem university which has 
so excellent a system of education. 

Knowledge thus acquired and opinions thus formed were, indeed, 
likely to be, in some respects, defective. Propositions which are ad- 
vanced in discourse generally result from a partial view of the question, 
and cannot be kept under examination long enough to be corrected. 
Men of great conversational powers almost universally practise a sort of 
lively sophistry and exaggeration, which deceives, for the moment, both 
themselves and their auditors. Thus we see doctrines, which cannot 
bear a close inspection, triumph perpetually in drawing-rooms, in debat- 
ing societies, and even in legislative or judicial assemblies. To the con- 
versational education of the Athenians I am inclined to attribute the great 
loc^ness of reasoning which is remarkable in most of their scientific 
writings. Even the most illogical of modem writers would stand per- 
fectly aghast at the puerile fallacies which seem to have deluded some of 
the greatest men of antiquity. Sir Thomas Lethbridge would stare at the 
political economy of Xenophon ; and the author of Soirees de Pttersbourg 
would be ashamed of some of the metaphysical aiguments of Plato. But 
the very circumstances which retarded the growth of science were pecu- 
liarly favourable to the cultivation of eloquence. From the early habit 
of taking a share in animated discussion the intelligent student would 
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derive that readiness of resource, that copiousness of language, and that 
knowledge of the temper and understanding of an audience, which are 
far more valuable to an orator than the greatest logical powers. 

Horace has prettily compared poems to those paintings of which the 
effect varies as the spectator changes his stand. The same remark 
applies with at least equal justice to speeches. They must be read with 
the tetnper of those to whom they were addressed, or they must neces- 
sarily appear to offend against the laws of taste and reason ; as the finest 
picture, seen in a light different from that for which it was designed, will 
appear fit only for a sign. This is perj^tually forgotten by those who 
criticise oratory. Because they are reading at leisure, pausing at every 
line, reconsidering every argument, they forget that the hearers were 
hurried from point to point too rapidly to detect the fallacies through 
which they were conducted ; that they had no time to disentangle 
sophisms, or to notice slight inaccuracies of expression ; that elaborate 
excellence, either of reasoning or of language, would have been absolutely 
thrown away. To recur to the analogy of the sister art, these connoisseurs 
examine a panorama through a microscope, and quarrel with a scene- 
painter because he does not give to his work the exquisite finish of 
Gerard Dow. 

Oratory is to be estimated on principles different from those which are 
applied to other productions. Truth is the object of philosophy and 
history. Truth is the object even of those works which are peculiarly 
called works of fiction, but which, in fact, bear the same relation to 
history which algebra bears to arithmetic. The merit of poetry, in its 
wildest forms, still consists in its truth, — truth conveyed to the understand- 
ing, not directly by the words, but circuitously by means of imaginative 
associations, which serve as its conductors. The object of oratory alone 
is not truth, but persuasion. The admiration of the multitude does not 
make Moore a greater poet than Coleridge, or Beattie a greater philoso- 
pher than Berkeley. But the criterion of eloquence is different. A 
speaker who exhausts the whole philosophy of a Question, who displays 
every grace of style, yet produces no effect on his audience, may be a 
great essayist, a great statesman, a great master of composition ; but he 
is not an orator. If he miss the mark, it makes no difference whether 
he have taken aim too high or too low. 

The effect of the great freedom of the press in England has been, in a 
great measure, to destroy this distinction, and to leave among us little of 
what I call Oratory Proper. Our legislators, our candidates, on great 
occasions even our advocates, addre.ss themselves less to the audience than 
to the reporters. They think less of the few hearers than of the 
innumerable readers. At Athens the case was different ; there the only 
object of the speaker was immediate conviction and persuasion. He, 
therefore, who would justly appreciate the merit of the Grecian orators 
should place himself, as nearly as possible, in the situation of their 
auditors : he should divest himself of his modern feelings and acquire- 
ments, and make the prejudices and interests of the Athenian citizen his 
own. He who studies their works in this spirit will find that many of 
those things which, to an English reader, appear to be blemishes, — the 
frequent violation of those excellent rules of evidence by which our courts 
of law are regulated, — the introduction of extraneous matter, — the refer- 
ence to considerations of political expediency in judicial investigations, — 
the assertions, without ^proof, — the passionate entreaties,— the furious 
ittvectives,-— are really proofs of. the prudence and address of the speakers. 
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He must not dwell maliciously on arguments or phrases, but acquiesce in 
his first impressions. It requires repeated perusal and reflection to 
decide rightly on any other portion of literature. But with respect to 
works of which the merit depends on their instantaneous effect the most 
hasty judgment is likely to be best. 

The history of eloquence at Athens is remarkable. From a very early 
period great speakers had flourished there. Pisistratus and Themistocles 
are said to have owed much of their influence to their talents for debate. 
We learn, with more certainty, that Pericles was distinguished by extra- 
ordinary oratorical powers. The substance of some of his speeches is 
transmitted to us by Thucydides ; and that excellent writer has doubtless 
faithfully reported the general line of his arguments. But the manner, 
which in oratory is of at least as much consequence as the matter, was of 
no importance to his narration. It is evident that he has not attempted 
to preserve it. Throughout his work, every speech on every subject, 
whatever may have been the character of the dialect of the speaker, is in 
exactly the same form. The grave king of Sparta, the furious demagogue 
of Athens, the general encouraging his army, the captive supplicating for 
his life, all are represented as speakers in one unvaried style, — a style 
moreover wholly unfit for oratorical purposes. His mode of reasoning is 
singularly elliptical, — in reality most consecutive, — yet in appearance 
often incoherent. His meaning, in itself sufficiently perplexing, is com- 
pressed into the fewest possible words. His great fondness for antitheti- 
cal expression has not a little conduced to this effect. Every one must 
have observed how much more the sense is condensed in the verses of 
Pope and his imitators, who never ventured to continue the same clause 
from couplet to couplet, than in those of poets who allow themselves that 
license. Every artificial division, which is strongly marked, and which 
frequently recurs, has the same tendency. The natural and perspicuous 
expression which spontaneously rises to the mind will often refuse to 
accommodate itself to such a form. It is necessary either to expand it 
into weakness, or to compress it into almost impenetrable density. The 
latter is generally the choice of an able man, and was assuredly the choice 
of Thucydides. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that such speeches could never have been 
delivered. They are perhaps among the most difficult passages in the 
Greek language, and would probably have been scarcely more intelligible 
to an Athenian auditor than to a modern reader. Their obscurity was 
acknowledged by Cicero, who was as intimate with the literature and 
language of Greece as the most accomplished of its natives, and who seems 
to have held a respect able rank among the Greek authors. Their difficulty 
to a modem reader lies, not in the words, but in the reasoning. A dic- 
tionary is of far less use in studying them than a clear head and a close 
attention to the context. They are valuable to the scholar as displaying, 
beyond almost any other compositions, the powers of the finest of lan- 
guages : they are valuable to the philosopher as illustrating the morals 
and manners of a most interesting age : they abound in just thought and 
energetic expression. But they do not enable us to forni any accurate 
opinion on the merits of the early Greek orators. 

Though it cannot be doubted that, before the Persian wars, Athens 
had produced eminent speakers, yet the period during which eloquence 
most flourished among her citizens was by no means that of her greatest 
power and glory. It commenced at the clbse of the Peloponnesian war. 
In fact, the steps by which Athenian oratory approached to its finished 
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excellence seem to have been almost contemporaneous with those by 
which the Athenian character and the Athenian empire sunk to degrada- 
tion.* At the time when the little commonwealth achieved those victories 
which twenty-five eventful centuries have left unequalled, eloquence was 
in its infancy. The deliverers of Greece became its plunderers and op- 
pressors. U nmeasured exaction, atrocious vengeance, the madness of the 
multitude, the tyranny of the great, filled the Cyclades with tears, and 
blood, and mourning. The sword unpeopled whole islands in a day. 
The plough passed over the ruins of famous cities. The imperial republic 
sent forth her children by thousands to pine in the quarries of Syracuse, 
or to feed the vultures of .(Egospotami. She was at length reduced by 
famine and slaughter to humble herself before her enemies, and to pur- 
chase existence by the sacrifice of her empire and her laws. During 
these disastrous and gloomy years, oratory was advancing towards its 
highest excellence. And it was when the moral, the political, and the 
military character of the people was most utterly degraded, it was when 
the viceroy of a Macedonian sovereign gave law to Greece, that the 
courts of Athens witnessed the most splendid contest of eloquence that 
the world has ever known. 

The causes of this phenomenon it is not, I think, difficult to assign. 
The division of labour operates on the productions of the orator as it does 
on those of the mechanic. It was remarked by the ancients that the 
Pentathlete, who divided his attention between several exercises, though 
he could not vie with a boxer in the use of the cestiis, or with one who 
had confined his attention to running in the contest of the stadium, yet 
enjoyed far greater general vigour and health than either. It is the same 
with the mind. The superiority in technical skill is often more than 
compensated by the inferiority in general intelligence. And this is pecu- 
liarly the case in politics. States have always been best governed by 
men who have taken a wide view of public affairs, and who have rather 
a general acquaintance with many sciences than a perfect mastery of one. 
The union of the political and military departments in Greece contributed 
not a little to the splendour of its early history. After their separation 
more skilful generals and greater speakers appeared ; but the breed of 
statesmen dwindled and became almost extinct. Themistocles or Pericles 
would have been no match for Demosthenes in the assembly; or for 
Iphicrates in the field. But surely they were incomparably better fitted 
than either for the supreme direction of affairs. 

There is indeed a remarkable coincidence between the progress of the 
art of war, and that of the art of oratory, among the Greeks. They 
both advanced to perfection by contemporaneous steps, and from similar 
causes. The early speakers, like the early warriors of Greece, were 
merely a militia. It was found that in both employments practice and 
discipline gave superiority.* Each pursuit therefore became first an art, 

* It has often occurred to me, that to the circumstances mentioned in the text is to 
be referred one of the most remarkable events in Grecian history ; I mean the silent 
but rapid downfall of the Lacedaemonian power. Soon after the termjnation of the 
Peloponnesian war, the strength of Lacedaemon began to decline. Its military dis- 
cipline, its social institutions, were the same. Agesilaus, during whose reign the 
change took place, was the ablest ©fits kings. Yet the Spartan armies were freciuently 
defeated in pitched battles, — an occurrence considered impossible in the earlier ages 
of Greece. They are allowed to have fought most bravely ; yet they were no longer 
attended by the success to which they had formerly been accustomed. No solution 
of these circumstances is offered, as far as I know, by any ancient author. 'Fhe real 
cause, I conceive, was this. The Lacedaemonians, alone among the Greeks, formed a 
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and then a trade. In proportion as the professors of each became more 
expert in their particular craft, they became less respectable in their 
general character. Their skill had been obtained at too great expense to 
be employed only from disinterested views. Thus, the soldiers fcH-got 
that they were citizens, and the orators that they were statesmen. I 
know not to what Demosthenes and his famous contemporaries can be so 
justly compared as to those mercenary troops who, in their time, overran 
Greece ; or those who, from similar causes, were some centuries ago the 
scourge of the Italian republics, — ^perfectly acquainted with every part of 
their profession, irresistible in the held, powerful to defend or to destroy, 
but defending without love, and destroying without hatred. We may 
despise the characters of these political Condottieri ; but it is impossible 
to examine the system of their tactics without being amazed at its 
perfection. 

I had intended to proceed to this examination, and to consider 
separately the remains of Lysias, of iEschines, of Demosthenes, and of 
Isocrates, who, though strictly speaking he was rather a pamphleteer 
than an orator, deserves, on many accounts, a place in such a disquisition. 
The length of my prolegomena and digressions compels me to postpone 
this part of the subject to another occasion. A Magazine is certainly a 
delightful invention for a very idle or a very busy man. He is not com- 
pelled to complete his plan or to adhere to his subject. He may ramble 
as far as he is inclined, and stop as soon as he is tired. No one takes 
the trouble to recollect his contradictory opinions or his unredeemed 
pledges. He may be as superficial, as inconsistent, and careless as he 
chooses. Magazines resemble those little angels, who, according to the 
pretty Rabbinical tradition, are generated every morning by the brook 
which rolls over the flowers of Paradise, — whose life is a song,—- who 
warble till sunset, and then sink back without regret into nothingness. 
Such spirits have nothing to do with the detecting spear of Ithuriel or 
the victorious sword of Michael. It is enough for them to please and be 
forgotten. 


A PROPHETIC ACCOUNT OF A GRAND NATIONAL 
EPIC POEM, TO BE ENTITLED ‘^THE WELLING- 
TONIAD,^^ AND TO BE PUBLISHED A.D. 2824. 

(November, 1824.) 

How I became a prophet it is not very important to the reader to know. 
Nevertheless I feel all the anxiety which, under similar circumstances, 

|>ennanent standing army. While the citizens of other commonwealths were engaged 
m agriculture and trade, they had no employment whatever but the study of military 
discipline. Hence, during the Persian and Peloponnesian wars, they had that advan- 
tage over their neighbours which regular troops always possess over militia. This 
advantage they lost, when other states began, at a later period, to employ mercenary 
forces, who were probably as superior to themTn the art of war as they hitherto 
been to their antagonists. 
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troubled the sensitive mind of Sidrophel ; and, like him, am eager to 
vindicate myself from the suspicion of having practised forbidden arts, or 
held intercourse with beings of another world. I solemnly declare, 
therefore, that 1 never saw a ghost, like Lord Lyttleton ; consulted a 
gipsy, like Josephine ; or heard my name pronounced by an absent 
person, like Dr Johnson. Though it is now almost as usual for gentle- 
men to appear at the moment of their death to their friends as to call on 
them during their life, none of my acquaintance have been so polite as to 
pay me that customary attention. I have derived my knowledge neither 
from the dead nor from the living ; neither from the lines of a hand, nor 
from the grounds of a tea-cup ; neither from the stars of the firmament, 
nor from the fiends of the abyss. 1 have never, like the Wesley family, 
heard “ that mightv leading angel,” who “drew after him the third part 
of heaven’s sons,’’ scratching in my cupboard. I have never been 
enticed to sign any of those delusive bonds which have been the ruin of 
so many poor creatures ; and, having always been an indifferent horse- 
man, I have been careful not to venture myself on a broomstick. 

My insight into futurity, like that of George Fox the quaker, and that 
of our great and philosophic poet, I.ord Byron, is derived from simple 
presentiment. This is a far less artificial process than those which are 
employed by some others. Yet my predictions will, I believe, be found 
more correct than theirs, or, at all events, as Sir Benjamin Backbite says 
in the play, “more circumstantial.” 

I prophesy then, that, in the year 2824, according to our present 
reckoning, a grand national Epic Poem, worthy to be compared with the 
Iliad, the .^Eneid, or the Jerusalem, will be published in London. 

Men naturally take an interest in the adventures of every eminent 
writer. I will, therefore, gratify the laudable curiosity, which, on this 
occasion, will doubtless be universal, by prefixing to my account of the 
poem a concise memoir of the poet. 

Richard Quongti will l)e born at Westminster on the ist of July, 27S6. 
He will be the younger son of the younger branch of one of the most re- 
spectable families in England. He will be lineally descended from 
Quongti, the famous Chinese liberal, who, after the failure of the heroic 
attempt of his party to obtain a constitution from the Emperor Fim«Fam, 
will take refuge in England, in the twenty-third century. Here hiS 
descendants will obtain considerable note ; and one branch of the family 
will be raised to the peerage, 

Richard, however, though destined to exalt his family to distinction far 
nobler than any which wealth or titles can bestow, will be born to a very 
scanty fortune. He will display in his early youth such striking talents 
as will attract the notice of Viscount Quongti, his third cousin, then 
secretary of state for the Steam Department. At the expense of this 
eminent nobleman, he will be sent to prosecute his studies at the 
university of Tombuctoo, To that illustrious seat of the muses all the 
ingenuous youth of every country will then be attracted by the high 
scientific character of Professor Quashaboo, and the eminent literary 
attainments of Professor Kissey Kickey. In spite of this formidable 
competition, however, Quongti will acquire the highest honours in every 
department of knowledge, and will obtain the esteem of his associates by 
his amiable and unaffected manners. The guardians of the young Duke 
of Carrington, premier peer of England, and the last remaining scion of 
the ancient and illustrious house of Smith, will be desirous to secure so 
able an instructor for their ward. With the Duke, Quongti will perform 

F 
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the grand tour, and visit the polished courts of Sydney and Capetown. 
After prevailing on his pupil, with great difficulty, to subdue a violent 
and imprudent passion which he had conceived for a Hottentot lady, of 
great beauty and accomplishments indeed, but of dubious character, he 
will travel with him to the United States of America. But that 
tremendous war which will be fatal to American liberty will, at that time, 
be raging through the whole federation. At New York the travellers 
will hear of the final defeat and death of the illustrious champion 
of freedom, Jonathan Higginbottom, and of the elevation of Ebenezer 
Hogsflesh to the perpetual Presidency. They will not choose to proceed 
in a journey which would expose them to the insults of that brutal 
soldiery, whose cruelty and rapacity will have devastated Mexico and 
Colombia, and now, at length, enslaved their own country. 

On their return to England, a.d. 2810, the death of the Duke will 
compel his preceptor to seek for a subsistence by literary labours. His 
fame will be raised by many small productions of considerable merit ; 
and he will at last obtain a permanent place in the highest class of writers 
by his great epic poem. 

The celebrated work will become, with unexampled rapidity, a popu- 
lar favourite. The sale will be so beneficial to the author that, instead 
of going about the dirty streets on his velocipede, he will be enabled to 
set up his balloon. 

The character of this noble poem will be so finely and justly given in 
the Tombuctoo Review for April 2825, that I cannot refrain from trans- 
lating the passage. The author will be our poet’s old preceptor. Pro- 
fessor Kissey Kickey. 

“ In pathos, in splendour of language, in sweetness of versification, 
Mr Quongti has long been considered as unrivalled. In his exquisite 
poem on the Ornithorhynchus Paradoxus all these cpialities are displayed 
in their greatest perfection. How exquisitely does that work arrest and 
embody the undefined and vague shadows which flit over an imaginative 
mind. The cold worldling may not comprehend it ; but it will find a 
response in the bosom of every youthful poet, of every enthusiastic lover, 
who has seen an Ornithorhynchus Paradoxus by moonlight. But we 
were yet to learn that he possessed the comprehension, the judgment, 
and the fertility of mind indispensable to the epic poet. 

It is difficult to conceive a plot more perfect than that of the ‘ Wel- 
lingtoniad.’ It is most faithful to the manners of the age to which it 
relates. It preserves exactly all the historical circumstances, and inter- 
weaves them most artfully with all the speciosa miracula of supernatural 
agency. ” 

Thus far the learned Professor of Humanity in the university of Tom- 
buctoo. I fear that the critics of our time will form an opinion diametri- 
cally opposite as to these very points. Some will, I fear, be disgusted 
by the machinery, which is derived from the mythology of ancient Greece. 
1 can only say that, in the twenty-ninth century, that machinery will be 
universally in use among poets ; and that Quongti will use it, partly in 
conformity with the general practice, and partly from a veneration, per- 
haps excessive, for the great remains of classical smtiquity, which will 
then, as now, be assiduously read by every man pf education ; though 
Tom Moore’s songs will be forgotten, and only three copies of Lord 
Byron’s works will exist : one in the possession of King George the Nine- 
teenth, one in the Duke of Carrington’s collection, and one in the library 
of the British Museum. Finally, sliould any good people be concerned 
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to hear that Pagan fictions will so long retain their influence over litera- 
ture, let them reflect that, as the Bishop of St David’s says, in his 
Proofs of the Inspiration of the Sibylline Verses,” read at the last 
meeting of the Royal Society of Literature, “at all events, a Pagan is 
not a Papist.” 

Some readers of the present day may think that Quongti is by no 
means entitled to the compliments which his Negro critic pays him on 
his adherence to the historical circumstances of the time in which he has 
chosen his subject ; that, where he introduces any trait of our manners, it 
is in the wrong place, and that he confounds the customs of our age with 
those of much more remote periods. I can only say that the charge is 
infinitely more applicable to Homer, Virgil, and Tasso. If, therefore, 
the reader should detect, in the following abstract of the plot, any little 
deviation from strict historical accuracy, let him reflect, for a moment, 
whether Agamemnon would not have found as much to censure in the 
Iliad, — Dido in the ^neid, — or Godfrey in the Jerusalem. Let him not 
suffer his opinions to depend on circumstances which cannot possibly 
affect the truth or falsehood of the representation. If it be impossible 
for a single man to kill hundreds in battle, the impossibility is not dimi- 
nished by distance of time. If it be as certain that Rinaldo never disen- 
chantetl a forest in Palestine as it is that the Duke of Wellington never 
disenchanted the forest of Soignies, can we, as rational men, tolerate the 
one story and ridicule the other ? Of this, at least, I am certain, that 
whatever excuse we have for admiring the plots of those famous poems 
our children will have for extolling that of the “ Wellingtoniad.” 

I shall proceed to give a sketch of the narrative. The subject is 
“The Reign of the Hundred Days.” 

BOOK I. 

The poem commences, in form, with a solemn proposition of the subject. 
Then the muse is invoked to give the poet accurate information as to the 
causes of so terriide a commotion. The answer to this question, being, 
it is to be supposed, the joint production of the poet and the muse, 
ascribes the event to circumstances which have hitherto eluded all the 
research of political writers, namely, the influence of the god Mars, who, 
we are told, had some forty years before usurped the conjugal rights of 
old Carlo Buonaparte, and given birth to Napoleon. By his incitement 
it was that the emperor with his devoted companions was now on the 
sea, returning to his ancient dominions. The gods were at present, 
fortunately for the adventurer, feasting with the Ethiopians, whose 
entertainments, according to the ancient custom described by Homer, 
they annually attended, with the same sort of condescending gluttony 
which now carries the cabinet to Guildhall on the 9th of November. 
Neptune was, in consequence, absent, and unable to prevent the enemy 
of his favourite island from crossing his element. Boreas, however, who 
had his abode on the banks of the Russian ocean, and who, like Thetis 
in the Iliad, was not of sufficient quality to have an invitation to Ethio- 
pia, resolves to destroy the armament which brings war and danger to 
his beloved Alexander. He accordingly raises a storm which is most 
powerfully described. Napoleon bewails the inglorious fate for which he 
seems to be reserved. “ Oh ! thrice happy,” says he, “ those who were 
frozen to death at Krasnoi, or slaughtered at Leipsic. Oh, Kutusoff, 
br«?vest of the Russians, wherefore was I not permitted to fall by thy 
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yic^rious sword ? ” He then offers a prayer to ^Eolus, and vows to him 
a sacrifice of a black ram. In consequence, the god recalls his turbulent 
subject ; the sea is calmed ; and the ship anchors in the port of Frejus. 
]D^^ppleon and Bertrand, who is always called the faithful Bertrand, land 
to explore the country ; Mars meets them disguised as a lancer of the 
guard, wearing the cross of the legion of honour. He advises them to 
apply for necessaries of all kinds to the governor, shows them the way, 
and disappears with a strong smell of gunpowder. Napoleon makes a 
pathetic speech, and enters the governor’s house. Here, he sees hanging 
up a fine print of the battle of Austerlitz, himself in the foreground 
giving his orders. This puts him in high spirits ; he advances and 
salutes the governor, who receives him most loyally, gives him an 
entertainment, and, according to the usage of all epic hosts, insists after 
dinner on a full narration of all .that has happened to him since the battle 
of Leipsic. 

BOOK II. 

Napoleon carries his narrative from the battle of I.cipsic to his abdica- 
tion. Bnt, as we shall have a great quantity of fighting on our hands, 

1 think it best to omit the details. 

book hi. 

Napoleon describes his sojourn at Elba, and his return ; how he was 
driven by stress of weather to Sardinia, and fought with the harpies 
there ; how he was then carried southward to Sicily, where he generously 
took on board an English sailor, whom a man-of-war had unhappily left 
there, and who was in imminent danger of being devoured by the Cyclops ; 
how he landed in the bay of Naples, saw the Sibyl, and descended to 
Tartarus ; how he held a long and pathetic conversation with Poniatowski, 
whom he found wandering unburied on the banks of Styx ; how he swore 
to give him a splendid funeral ; how he had also an affectionate interview 
with Desaix ; how Moreau and Sir Ralph Abercrombie fled at the sight 
of him. He relates that he then re-eni barked, and met with nothing of 
importance till the commencement of the storm with which the poem 
opens. 

BOOK IV. 

The scene changes to Paris. Fame, in the garb of an express, brings 
intelligence of the landing of Napoleon. The king performs a sacrifice : 
but the entrails are unfavourable ; and the victim is without a heart. 
He prepares to encounter the invader. A young captain of the guard, — 
tlie son of Maria Antoinette by Apollo, — in the shape of a fiddler, rushes 
in to tell him that Napoleon is approaching with a vast army. The 
royal forces are drawn out for battle. Full catalogues are given of the 
regiments on bpth sides ; their colonels, lieutenant-colonels, and uniform. 

BOOK V. 

The king comes, forward and defies Napoleon to single combat. 
Na}x>leon accepts it. Sacrifices are offered. The ground is measured 
by. Ney and Macdonald. The combatants advance. Louis snaps his 
pistol in vain. The bullet of Napoleon^ on the contrary, carries off the 
ftip of the Icjng’s car. Napoleon then rushes on him sword in hand. 
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But Louis snatches up a stone, such as ten men of those degenerate days 
will be unable to move, and hurls it at his antagonist. Mars averts it. 
Napoleon then seizes Louis, and is about to strike a fatal blow, when 
Bacchus intervenes, like Venus in the third book of the Iliad, bears off 
the king in a thick cloud, and seats him in an hotel at Lille, with a 
bottle of Maraschino and a basin of soup before him. Both armies 
instantly proclaim Napoleon emperor. 

BOOK VI. 

Neptune, returned from his Ethiopian revels, sees with rage the events 
which have taken place in Europe. He flies to the cave of Alecto, and 
drags out the fiend, commanding her to excite universal hostility against 
Napoleon. The Fury repairs to Lord Castlereagh ; and, as, when she 
visited Turnus, she assumed the form of an old woman, she here appears 
in the kindred shape of Mr Vansitlart, and in an impassioned address 
exhorts his lordship to war. His lordship, like 1'umus, treats this \m- 
wonted monitor with great disrespect, tells him that he is an old doting 
fool, and advises him to look after the ways and means, and leave 
questions of peace and war to his betters. The Fury then displays all 
her terrors. The neat powdered hair bristles up into snakes ; the black 
stockings appear clotted with blood ; and, brandishing a torch, she 
announces her name and mission. Lord Castlereagh, seized with fury, 
flies instantly to the Parliament, and recommends war with a torrent of 
eloquent invective. All the members instantly clamour for vengeance, 
seize their arms which are hanging round the walls of the house, and 
rush forth to prepare for instant hostilities. 

BOOK VII. 

In this book intelligence arrives at London of the flight of the Duchess 
d^Angoulemc from France. It is stated that this heroine, armed from 
head to foot, defended Bordeaux against the adherents of Napoleon, and 
that she fought hand to hand with Clausel, and beat him down with an 
enormous stone. Deserted by her followers, she at last, like Turnus, 
plunged, armed as she was, into the Caronne, and swam to an English 
ship which lay off the coast. This intelligence yet more inflames the 
English to war. 

A yet bolder flight than any which has been mentioned follows. The 
Duke of Wellington goes to take leave of the duchess ; and a scene 
passes quite equal to the famous interview of Hector and Andromache. 
Lord Douro is frightened at his father’s feather, but begs for his 
epaulette. 

BOOK VIII. 

Neptune, trembling for the event of the war, implores Venus, who, as 
the offspring of his element, naturally venerates him, to procure from 
Vulcan a deadly sword and a pair of unerring pistols for the Duke. They 
are accordingly made, and superbly decorated. The sheath of the sword, 
like the shield of Achilles, is carved, in exquisitely fine miniature, with 
scenes from the common life of the period ; a dance at Almack's, a box- 
ing match at the Fives-court, a lord mayor’s procession, and a man 
hanging. All these are fully and elegantly described. The Duke thus 
armed hastens to Brussels. 
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BOOK IX. 

The Duke is received at Brussels by the King of the Netherlands with 
great magnificence. He is informed of the approach of the armies of all 
the confederate kings. The poet, however, with a laudable zeal for the 
glory of his country, completely passes over the exploits of the Austrians 
in Italy, and the discussions of the congress. England and France, 
Wellington and Napoleon, almost exclusively occupy his attention. 
Several days are spent at Brussels in revelry. The English heroes 
astonish their allies by exhibiting splendid games, similar to those which 
draw the flower of the British aristocracy to Newmarket and Moulsey 
Hurst, and which will be considered by our descendants with as much 
veneration as the Olympian and Isthmian contests by classical students 
of the present time. In the combat of the cestus, Shaw, the life- 
guardsman, vanquishes the Prince of Orange, and obtains a bull as a 
prize. In the horse-race, the Duke of Wellington and Lord Uxbridge 
ride against each other ; the Duke is victorious, and is rewarded with 
twelve opera-girls. On the last day of the festivities, a splendid dance 
takes place, at which all the heroes attend. 

BOOK X. 

Mars, seeing the English army thus inactive, hastens to rouse Napoleon, 
who, conducted by Night and Silence, unexpectedly attacks the Prus- 
sians. The slaughter is immense. Napoleon kills many whose histories 
and families are happily particularised. He slays Herman, the cranio- 
logist, who dwelt by the linden-shadowed P>lbe, and measured with his 
eye the skulls of all who walked through the streets of Berlin. Alas ! 
his own skull is now cleft by the Corsican sword. Four pupils of the 
University of Jena advance together to encounter the Emperor ; at four 
blows he destroys them all. Blucher rushes to arrest the devastation ; 
Napoleon strikes him to the ground, and is on the point of killing him, 
but Cneisenau, Ziethen, Bulow, and all the other heroes of the Prussian 
army, gather round him, and bear the venerable cliief to a distance from 
the field. The slaughter is continued till night. In the meantime 
Neptune has despatched Fame to bear the intelligence to the Duke, who 
is dancing at Brussels. The whole army is put in motion. The Duke of 
Brunswick’s horse speaks to admonish him of his danger, but in vain. 

BOOK XI. 

PrcTON, the Duke of Brunswick, and the Prince of Orange, engage Ney 
at Quatre Bras, Ney kills the Duke of Brunswick, and strips him, 
.sending his belt to Napoleon. The English fall back on Waterloo. 
Jupiter calls a council of the gods, and commands that none shall inter- 
fere on either side. Mars and Neptune make very eloquent speeches. 
The battle of Waterloo commences. Napoleon kills Picton and 
Delaney. Ney engages Ponsonby and kills him. The Prince of Orange 
is wounded by Soult. Lord Uxbridge flies to check the carnage. He is 
severely wounded by Napoleon, and only saved by the assistance of Lord 
Hill. In the meantime the Duke makes a tremendous carnage among 
the French. He encounters General Duhesme and vanquishes him, but 
spares his life. He kills Toubert, who kept the gaming-house in the 
Palais Royal, and Maronet, who loved to spend whole nights in drinking 
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champagne. Clerval, who had been hooted from the stage, and had then 
become a captain in the Imperial Guard, wished that he had still con- 
tinued to face the more harmless enmity of the Parisian pit. But Larrey, 
the son of Esculapius, whom his father had instructed in all the secrets 
of his art, and who was surgeon-general of the P^rench army, embraced 
the knees of the destroyer, and conjured him not to give death to one 
whose office it was to give life. The Duke raised him, and bade him 
live. 

But we must hasten to the close. Napoleon rushes to encounter 
Wellington. Both armies stand in mute amaze. The heroes fire their 
pistols ; that of Napoleon misses, but that of Wellington, formed by the 
hand of Vulcan, anti primed by the Cyclops, wounds the Emperor in the 
thigh. He flies, and takes refuge among his troops. The flight becomes 
promiscuous. I'he arrival of the Prussians, from a motive of patriotism, 
the poet completely passes over. 

BOOK XII. 

Things are now hastening to the catastrophe. Napoleon flies to Lon- 
don, and, seating himself on the hearth of the Regent, embraces the 
household gods and conjures him, by the venerable age of George III., 
and by the opening perfections of the Princess Charlotte, to spare him. 
The Prince is inclined to do so ; when, looking on his breast, he sees there 
the belt of the Duke of Brunswick. He instantly draws his sword, and 
is about to stab the destroyer of his kinsman. Piety and hospitality, 
however, restrain his hand. He takes a middle course, and condemns 
Napoleon to be exposed on a desert island. The King of France re-en- 
ters Paris ; and the poem concludes. 


ON MITFORD’S HISTORY OF GREECE. 

(November 1824.) 

This is a book which enjoys a great and increasing popularity : but, 
while it has attracted a considerable share of the public attention, it has 
been little noticed by the critics. Mr Mitford has almost succeeded in 
mounting, unperceived by those whose office it is to watch such aspirants, 
to a high place among historians. He has taken a seat on the dais with- 
out being challenged by a single seneschal. To oppose the progress of 
his fame is now almost a hopeless enterprise. Had he been reviewed 
with candid severity, when he had published only his first volume, his 
work would either have deserved its reputation, or would never have 
obtained it. “ Then,” as Indra says of Kehama, “ then was the time to 
strike.” The time was neglected ; and the consequence is that Mr Mit- 
ford like Kehama, has laid his victorious hand on the literary Amrccta, 
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and seems about to taste the precious elixir of immortality. I shall ven« 
ture to emulate the courage of the honest Glendoveer — 

“ When now 

He saw the Amreeta in Kehama’s hand, 

An impulse that defied all self-command, 

In that extremity, 

Stung him, and he resolved to seize the cup, 

And dare the Rajah’s force in Sceva’s sight, 

Forward he sprung to tempt the unequal fray,” 

In plain words, I shall offer a few considerations, which may tend to 
reduce an overpraised writer to his proper level. 

The principal characteristic of this historian, the origin of his excellen- 
cies and his defects, is a love of singularity. lie has no notion of going 
with a multitude to do either good or evil. An exploded opinion, or an 
unpopular penson, has an irresistible charm for him. The same perverse- 
ness may oe traced in his diction. His style would never have been 
elegant ; but it might at least have been manly and perspicuous ; and 
nothing but the most elaborate care could possibly have made it so bad 
as it is. It is distinguished by harsh phrases, strange collocations, occa- 
sional solecisms, frequent obscurity, and, above all, by a peculiar oddity, 
which can no more be described than it can be overlooked. Nor is this 
all. Mr Mitford piques himself on spelling better than any of his neigh- 
bours j and this not only in ancient names, which he mangles in defiance 
both of custom and of reason, but in the most ordinary words of the 
English language. It is, in itself, a matter perfectly indifferent whether 
we call a foreigner by the name which he bears in his own language, or 
by that which corresponds to it in ours ; whether we say Lorenzo dc 
Medici, or I.awrence de Medici, Jean Chauvin, or John Calvin. In such 
cases established usage is considered as law by all writers except Mr 
Mitford. If he were always consistent with himself, he might be excused 
for sometimes disagreeing with his neighbours ; but he proceeds on no 
principle but that of being unlike the rest of the world. Every child has 
heard of Linnaeus ; therefore Mr Mitford calls him Linne : Rousseau is 
known all over Europe as Jean Jacques ; therefore Mr Mitford bestows 
on him the strange appellation of John James. 

Had Mr Mitford undertaken a History of any other country than 
Greece, this propensity would have rendered his work useless and 
absurd. His occasional remarks on the affairs of ancient Rome and of 
modern Europe are full of errors : but he writes of times with respect io 
which almost every other writer has been in the wrong ; and, therefore, 
by resolutely deviating from his predecessors, he is often in the right. 

Almost all the modem historians of Greece have shown the grossest 
ignorance of the most obvious phenomena of human nature. In their 
representations the generals and statesmen of antiquity are absolutely 
divested of all individuality. They are personifications ; they arc 
passions, talents, opinions, virtues, vices, but not men. Inconsistency 
IS a thing of which these writers have no notion. That a man may have 
befen liberal in his youth and avaricious in his age, cruel to one enemy 
and merciful to another, is to them utterly inconceivable. If the facts be 
undeniable, they suppose some strange and deep design, in order to 
explain what, as every one who has observed his own mind knows, needs 
no explanation at all. This is a mode of writing very acceptable to the 
multitude who have always been accustomed to make gods and daemons 
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out of men very little better or worse than themselves; but it appears 
contemptible to all who have watched the changes of human character — 
to all who have observed the influence of time, of circumstances, and of 
associates, on mankind — to all who have seen a hero in the gout, a 
democrat in the church, a pedant in love, or a philosopher in liquor. 
This practice of painting in nothing but black and white is unpardonable 
even in the drama. It Is the great fault of Alfieri ; and how much it 
injures the effect of his compositions will be obvious to every one who 
will compare his Rosmunda with the Lady Macbeth of Shakspeare. The 
one is a wicked woman; the other is a fiend. Her only feeling is 
hatred ; all her words are curses. We are at once shocked and fatigued 
by the spectacle of such raving cruelty, excited by no provocation, 
repeatedly changing its object, and constant in nothing but in its in- 
extinguishable thirst for blood. 

In history this error is far more disgraceful. Indeed, there is no fault 
which so completely mins a narrative in the opinion of a judicious reader. 
We know that the line of demarcation between good and bad men is so 
faintly marked as often to elude the most careful investigation of those 
who have the best opportunities for judging. Public men, above all, are 
surrounded with so many temptations and difficulties that some doubt must 
almost always hang over their real dispositions and intentions. "J'he lives 
of Pym, Cromwell, Monk, Clarendon, Marlborough, Burnet, Walpole, 
are well known to us. We are acquainted with their actions, their 
speeches, their writings ; we have abundance of letters and well-authen- 
ticated anecdotes relating to them : yet what candid man will venture 
very positively to say which of them were honest and which of them w'ere 
dishonest men ? It appears easier to pronounce decidedly upon the 
great characters of antiquity, not because we have greater means of dis- 
covering truth, but simply because we have less means of detecting error. 
The modem historians of Greece have forgotten this. Their heroes and 
villains are as consistent in all their sayings and doings as the cardinal 
virtues and the deadly sins in an allegory. We should as soon expect a 
good action from giant Slay-good in Bunyan as from Dionysius ; and a 
crime of Epaminondas would seem as incongruous as a faux-pas of the 
grave and comely damsel called Discretion, who answered the bell at the 
tloor of the house Beautiful, 

This error was partly the cause and partly the effect of the high 
estimation in which the later ancient writers have been held by modern 
scholars. 'Fhose French and English authors who have treated of the 
affairs of Greece have generally turned with contempt from the simple 
and natural narrations of Thucydides and Xenophon to the extravagant 
representations of Plutarch, Diodorus, Curtins, and other romancers of 
the same class, — men who described military operations without ever 
having handled a sword, and applied to the seditions of little republics 
speculations formed by observation on an empire which covered halt the 
known world. Of liberty they knew nothing. It was to them a great 
'mystery-t-a superhuman enjoyment. They ranterl about liberty and 
patriotism, from the same cause which leads monks to talk more ardently 
than other men about love and women. A wise man values political 
liberty, because it secures the persons and the possessions of citizens ; 
because it tends to prevent the extravagance of rulers, and the corruption 
of judges ; because it gives birth t® useful sciences and elegant arts ; 
because it excites the industry and increases the comforts of all classes 
of society. These theorists imagined that it possessed something 



90 ON MITFORD'S HISTORY OF GREECE, 

eternally and intrinsically good, distinct from the blessings which it 
generally produced. They considered it not as a means but as an end ; 
an end to be attained at any cost. Their favourite heroes are those who 
have sacrificed, for the mere name of freedom, the prosperity — the 
security — the justice — from which freedom derives its value. 

There is another remarkable characteristic of these writers, in which 
their modern ^vorshippers have carefully imitated tliem — a great fondness 
for good stories. The most established facts, dates, and characters are 
never suffered to come into competition with a splendid saying, or a 
romantic exploit. The early historians have left us natural and simple 
descriptions of the great events which they witnessed, and the great men 
with whom they associated. When we read the account which Plutarch 
and Rollin have given of the same period, we scarcely know our old 
acquaintance again ; we are utterly confounded by the melo-dramatic 
effect of the narration, and the sublime coxcombry of the characters. 

These are the principal errors into which the predecessors of Mr 
Mitford have fallen ; and from most of these he is free. His faults are 
of a completely different description. It is to be hoped that the students 
of history may now be saved, like Dorax in Dryden’s play, by swallowing 
two conflicting poisons, each of which may serve as an antidote to the 
other. 

The first and most important difference between Mr Mitford and those 
who have preceded him is in his narration. Here the advantage lies, for 
the most part, on his side. His principle is to follow the contemporary 
historians, to look with doubt on all statements which are not in some 
degree confirmed by them, and absolutely to reject all which are con- 
tradicted by them. While he retains the guidance of some writer in 
whom he can place confidence, he goes on excellently. When he loses 
it, he falls to the level, or perhaps below the level, of the writers whom 
he so much despises : he is as absurd as they, and very much duller. It 
is really amusing to observe how he proceeds with his narration when he 
has no better authority than poor Diodorus. He is compelled to relate 
something ; yet he believes nothing. He accompanies every fact with a 
long statement of objections. His account of the administration of 
Dionysius is in no sense a hi.story. It ought to be entitled — “ Historic 
doubts as to certain events, alleged to have taken place in Sicily.” 

This scepticism, however, like that of .some great legal characters 
almost as sceptical as himself, vanishes whenever his political partialities 
interfere. He is a vehement admirer of tyranny and oligarchy, and con- 
siders no evidence as feeble which can be brought forward in favour of 
those forms of government. Democracy he hates with a perfect hatred, 
a hatred which, in the first volume of his history, appears only in his 
episodes and reflections, but which, in those parts where he nas less 
reverence for his guides, and can venture to take his own way, completely 
distorts even his narration. 

In taking up these opinion.s, I have no doubt that Mr Mitford was in- 
fluenced by the same love of singularity which led him to spell island 
without an x, and to place two dots over the last letter of idea. In truth, 
preceding historians have erred so monstrously on the other side that even 
the worst parts of Mr Mitford’s book may be useful as a corrective. P'or 
a young gentleman who talks much about his country, tyrannicide, and 
Epaminondas, this work, diluted in a sufficient quantity of Rollin and 
Barthelemi, may be a very useful remedy. * 

The errors of both parties arise from an ignorance or a neglect of the 
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fundamental principles of political science. The writers on one side 
imagine popular government to be always a blessing ; Mr Mitford omits 
no opportunity of assuring us that it is always a curse. The fact is, that 
a good government, like a good coat, is that which fits the body for which 
it is designed. A man who, upon abstract principles, pronounces a con- 
stitution to be good, without an exact knowledge of the people who are 
to be governed by it, judges as absurdly as a tailor who should measure 
the Belvidere Apollo for the clothes of all his customers. The dema- 
gogues who wished to see Portugal a republic, and the wise critics who 
revile the Virginians for not having instituted a peerage, appear equally 
ridiculous to all men of sense and candour. 

That is the best government which desires to make the people happy, 
and knows how to make them happy. Neither the inclination nor the 
knowledge will suffice alone ; and it is difficult to find them together. 

Pure democracy, and pure democracy alone, satisfies the former condi- 
tion of this great problem. I'hat the governors may be solicitous only 
for the interests of the governed, it is necessary that the interests of the 
governors and the governed should be the same. This cannot be often 
the case where power is intrusted to one or to a few. The privileged 
part of the community will doubtless derive a certain degree of advantage 
nom the general prosperity of the state ; but tliey will derive a greater 
from oppression and exaction. The king will desire an useless war for 
his glory, or a parc-aux-cerf? for his pleasure. The nobles will demand 
monopolies and lettres-de-cachet. In proportion as the number of 
governors is increased the evil is diminished. There are fewer to contri- 
V)Ute, and more to receive. The dividend which each can obtain of the 
public plunder becomes less and less tempting. But the interests of the 
subjects and the rulers never absolutely coincide till the subjects them- 
selves become the rulers, that is, till the government be either immedi- 
ately or mediately democratical. 

But this is not enough. “Will without power,” said the sagacious 
Casimir to Milor Beefington, “is like children playing at soldiers.” 
The people will always be desirous to promote their own interests ; but 
it may be doubted, whether, in any community, they were ever suffi- 
ciently educated to understand them. Even in this island, where the 
multitude have long been better informed than in any other part of 
Europe, the rights of the many have generally been asserted against 
themselves by the patriotism of the few. Free trade, one of the greatest 
blessings which a government can confer on a people, is in almost every 
country unpopular. It may be well doubted, wdiether a liberal policy 
with regard to our commercial relations would find any support from a 
parliament elected by universal suffrage. The republicans on the other 
side of the Atlantic have recently adopted regulations of which the con- 
sequences will, before long, show us, 

“ How nations sink, by darling schemes oppressed. 

When vengeance listens to the fool’s request.” 

The people are to be governed for their own good ; and, that they 
may be governed for their own good, they must not be governed by 
their own ignorance. I'here are countries in which it would be as absurd 
to establish popular government as to abolish all the restraints in a school, 
or to untie all the strait-waistcoats in a madhouse. 

Hence it may be concluded that the happiest state of society is that in 
which supreme power resides in the whole body of a well informed people. 
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This is an imaginary, perhaps an unattainable, state of things. Vet, in 
some measure, we may approximate to it ; and he alone deserves the 
name of a great statesman, whose principle it is to extend the power of 
the people in proportion to the extent of their knowledge, and to give 
them every facility for obtaining such a degree of knowledge as may 
render it safe to trust them with absolute power. In the mean time, it 
is dangerous to praise or condemn constitutions in the abstract ; since, 
from the despotism of St Petersburg to the democracy of Washington, 
there is scarcely a form of government which might not, at least in some 
hypothetical case, be the best possible. 

If, however, there be any form of government which in all ages and all 
nations has always been, and must always be, pernicious, it is certainly 
that which Mr Mitford, on his usual principle of being wiser than all the 
rest of the world, has taken under his especial patronage — pure oligarchy. 
This is closely, and indeed inseparably, connected with another of his 
eccentric tastes, a marked partiality for Lacedaemon, and a dislike of 
Athens. Mr Milford’s book has, I suspect, rendered these sentiments 
ill some degree popular ; and I shall, tnerefore, examine them at some 
length. 

The shades in the Athenian character strike the eye more rapidly than 
those in the Lacedcemoniaii : not because they are darker, but because they 
are on a brighter ground. The law of ostracism is an instance of this. No* 
thing can be conceived more odious than the practice of punishing a citizen, 
simply and professedly, for his eminence ; — and nothing in the institutions 
of Athens is more frequently or more justly censured. Lacedsemon was free 
from this. And why ? Lacedaemon did not need it. Oligarchy is an ostra- 
cism of itself, — an ostracism not occasional, but permanent, — not dubious, 
but certain. Her laws prevented the development of merit instead of 
attacking its maturity. They did not cut down the plant in its high and 
palmy state, but cursed the soil wdth eternal sterility. In spite of the law 
of ostracism, Athens produced, within a hundred and fifty years, the 
greatest public men that ever existed. Whom had Sparta to ostracise? 
She produced, at most, four eminent men, Brasidas, Gylippus, Lysander, 
and Agesilaus. Of these, not one rose to distinction within her jurisdic- 
tion. It was only when they escaped from the region within which the 
influence of aristocracy withered everything good and noble, it was only 
when they ceased to be Lacedaemonians, that they became great men. 
Brasidas, among the cities of Thrace, was strictly a democratical leader, 
the favourite minister and general of the people. The same may be said 
of Gylippus, at Syracuse. Lysander, in the Hellespont, and Agesilaus, 
in Asia, were liberated for a time from the hateful restraints imposed by 
the constitution of Lycurgus. Both acquired fame abroad ; and both 
returned to be watched and depressed at home. This is not peculiar to 
Sparta. Oligarchy, wherever it has existed, has always stunted the 
growth of genius. Thus it was at Rome, till about a century before the 
Christian era : we read of abundance of consuls and dictators who won 
battles, and enjoyed triumphs ; but we look in vain for a single man of the 
first order of intellect, — for a Pericles, a Demosthenes, or a Hannibal. 
The Gracchi formed a strong democratical party j Marius revived it ; the 
foundations of the old aristocracy were shaken ; and two generations 
fertile in really great men appeared. 

Venice is a still more remarkable instance : in her histoiy we see no- 
thing but the state ; aristocracy had destroyed every seed of genius and 
virtue. Her dominion was like herself, lofty and magnificent, but 
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founded on filth and weeds. God forbid that there should ever again 
exist a powerful and civilised state, which, after existing through thirteen 
hundred eventful years, should not bequeath to mankind the memory of 
one great name or one generous action. 

Many writers, and Mr Mitford among the number, have admired the 
stability of the Spartan institutions ; in fact, there is little to admire, and 
less to approve. Oligarchy is the weakest and the most stable of govern- 
ments ; and it is stable because it is weak. It has a sort of valetudinarian 
longevity ; it lives in the balance of Sanctorius ; it takes no exercise ; it 
exposes itself to no accident ; it is seized with an hypochondriac alarm at 
every new sensation ; it trembles at every breath ; it lets blood for every 
inflammation ; and thus, without ever enjoying a day of health or 
pleasure, drags on its existence to a doting and debilitated old age. 

The Spartans purchased for their government a prolongation of its 
existence by the sacrifice of happiness at home and dignity abroad. They 
cringed to the powerful ; they trampled on the weak ; they massacred 
their helots ; they betray^ their allies ; they contrived to be a day too 
late for the battle of Marathon ; they attempted to avoid the battle of 
Salamis ; they suffered the Athenians, to whom they owed their lives and 
liberties, to a second time driven from their country by the Persians, 
that they might finish their own fortifications on the Isthmus ; they at- 
tempted to take advantage of the distress to which exertions in their cause 
had reduced their preservers, in order to make them their .slaves ; they 
strove to prevent those who had abandoned their walls to defend them, 
from rebuilding them to defend themselves ; they commenced tlie 
Peloponnesian war in violation of their engagements with Athens ; they 
abandoned it in violation of their engagements with their allies ; they gave 
up to the sword whole cities which had placed themselves under their 
protection ; they bartered, for advantages confined to themselves, the in- 
terest, the freedom, and the lives of those who had served them most 
faithfully ; they took with equal complacency, and equal infamy, the 
stripes of Elis and the bribes of Persia ; they never showed either re- 
sentment or gratitude ; they abstained from no injury, and they revenged 
none. Above all, they looked on a citizen who served them well as 
their deadliest enemy. These are the arts which protract the existence 
of government. 

Nor were the domestic institutions of Lacedaemon less hateful or less con- 
temptible than her foreign policy. A perpetual interference with every part 
of the system of human life, a constant struggle against nature and rea- 
son, characterised all her laws. To violate even prejudices which have 
taken deep root in the minds of a people is scarcely expedient ; to think 
of extirpating natural appetites and passions is frantic : the external 
symptoms may be occasionally repressed ; but the feeling still exists, and, 
debarred from its natural objects, preys on the disordered mind and body 
of its victim. Thus it is in convents — thus it is among ascetic sects — 
thus it was among the Lacedaemonians. Hence arose that madness, or 
violence approaching to madness, which, in spite of every external 
restraint, often appeared among the most distinguished citizens of Sparta. 
Cleomenes terminated his career of raving cruelty by cutting himself to 
pieces. Pausanias seems to have been absolutely in.sane ; he formed a 
hopeless and profligate scheme ; he betrayed it by the ostentation of his 
behaviour, and the imprudence of his measures ; and he alienated, by his 
insolence, all who might have served or protected him. Xenophon, a 
warm admirer of Lacedoemon, furnishes us with tUe strongest evidence 
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to this effect. It is impossible not to observe the brutal and sensekss 
fury which characterises almost every Spartan with whom he was 
connected. Clearchus nearly lost his life by his cruelty. Chirisophus 
deprived his army of the services of a faithful guide by his unreasonable 
and ferocious severity. But it is needless to multiply instances. Ly- 
curgus, Mr Mitford’s favourite legislator, founded his whole system on a 
mistaken principle. He never considered that governments were made 
for men, and not men for governments. Instead of adapting the consti- 
tution to the people, he distorted the minds of the people to suit the con- 
stitution, a scheme worthy of the Laputan Academy of Projectors. And 
this appears to Mr Mitford to constitute his peculiar title to admiration. 
Hear himself: “What to modern eyes most .strikingly sets that ex- 
traordinary man above all other legislators is, that in so many circum- 
stances, apparently out of the reach of law, he controlled and formed to 
his own mind the wills and habits of his people. ” I should .suppose that 
this gentleman had the advantage of receiving his education under the 
ferula of Dr Pangloss ; for his metaphysics are clearly those of the castle 
of Thunder-ten-tronckh : “ Remarquez bien que les nez out ete faits pour 
porter des lunettes, aussi avons nous des lunettes. Les jambes sont vis- 
iblement instituees pour etre chaussees, et nous avons des chaiisses. Les 
cochons etant faits pour etre manges, nous mangeons du pore toute 
Pannee.” 

At Athens the laws did not constantly interfere with the tastes of the 
people. The children were not taken from their parents by that universal 
step-mother, the state. They were not starved into thieves, or tortured 
into bullies ; there was no established table at which every one must dine, 
no established style in which every one must converse. An Athenian 
might eat whatever he could afford to buy, and talk as long as he could 
find people to listen. The government did not tell the people what 
opinions they were to hold, or what songs they were to sing. Freedom 
produced excellence. Thus philosophy took its origin. Thus were 
produced those models of poetry, of oratory, and of the arts, which 
scarcely fall short of the standard of ideal excellence. Nothing is more 
conducive to happiness than the free exercise of the mind in pursuits 
congenial to it. This happiness, assuredly, was enjoyed far more at 
Athens than at Sparta. The Athenians are acknowledged even by their 
enemies to have been distinguished, in private life, by their courteous 
and amiable demeanour. Their levity, at least, was better than Spartan 
sullenness, and their impertinence than Spartan insolence. Even in 
courage it may be questioned whether they were inferior to the Lacedaemo- 
nians. The great Athenian historian has reported a remarkable observa- 
tion of the great Athenian minister. Pericles maintained that his 
countrymen, without submitting to the hardships of a Spartan education, 
rivalled ail the achievements of Spartan valour, and that therefore the 
pleasures and amusements which they enjoyed were to be considered as 
so much clear gain. The infantr}' of Athens was certainly not equal to 
that of Lacediemon ; but this seems to have been caused merely by want 
of practice ; the attention of the Athenians was diverted from the disci- 
pline of the phalanx to that of the trireme. The Lacedoemonians, in 
spite of all their boasted valour, were, from the same cause, timid and 
disorderly in naval action. 

But we are told that crimes of great enormity were perpetrated by the 
Athenian government, and the democracies under its protection. It is 
true that Athens too often acted up to the full extent of the laws of war 
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in an age when those laws had not been mitigated by causes which have 
operated in later times. This accusation is, in fact, common to Athens, 
to Lacedaemon, to all the states of Greece, and to all states similarly 
situated. Where communities are very large, the heavier evils of war are 
felt but by few. The ploughboy sings, the spinning-wheel turns round, 
the wedding-day is fixed, whether the last battle were lost or won. In 
little states it cannot be thus ; every man feels in his own property and 
person the effect of a war. Every man is a soldier, and a soldier fighting 
for his nearest interests. His own trees have been cut down — his own 
corn has been burnt — his own house has been pillaged — his own relations 
have been killed. How can he entertain towards the enemies of his 
country the same feelings with one who has suffered nothing from them, 
except perhaps the addition of a small sum to the taxes which he pays? 
Men in such circumstances cannot be generous. They have too much at 
stake. It is when they are, if 1 may so express myself, playing for love, it is 
when war is a mere game at chess, it is when they are contending for a 
remote colony, a frontier town, the honours of a flag, a salute, or a title, 
that they can make fine speeches, and do good offices to their enemies, 
d'he Black Brince waited behind the chair of his captive ; Villars inter- 
changed repartees with luigene ; George II. sent congratulations to Louis 
XV., during a war, upon occasion of his escape from the attempt of 
Damien : and these things are fine and generous, and very gratifying to 
the author of the Broad Stone of Honour, and all the other wise men 
who think, like him, that God made the world only for the use of gentle- 
men. But they spring in general from utter heartlessness. No war 
ought ever to be undertaken but under circumstances which render all 
interchange of courtesy between the combatants impossible. It is a bad 
thing that men should hate each other ; but it is far worse that they 
should contract the habit of cutting one another’s throats without hatred. 
War is never lenient, but where it is wanton ; when men are compelled 
to fight in selfdefence, they must hate and avenge : this may be bad ; 
but it is human nature ; it is the clay as it came from the hand of the 
potter. 

It is true that among the dependencies of Athens seditions assumed a 
character more ferocious than even in France, during the reign of terror 
— the accursed Saturnalia of an accursed bondage. It is tme that in 
Athens itself, where such convulsions were scarcely known, the condition 
of the higher orders was disagreeable ; that they were compelled to con- 
tribute large sums for the service or the amusement of the public ; and 
that they were sometimes harassetl by vexatious informers. Whenever 
such cases occur, Mr Mitford’s scepticism vanishes. The if,” the 
“but,” the “it is said,” the “if we may believe,” with which he quali- 
fies every charge against a tyrant or an aristocracy, are at once aban- 
doned, The blacker the story, the firmer is his belief, and he never fails 
to inveigh with hearty bitterness against democracy as the source of every 
species of crime. 

The Athenians, I believe, possessed more liberty than was good for 
them. Yet I will, venture to assert that, while the splendour, the intelli- 
gence, and the energy of that great people were peculiar to themselves, 
the crimes with which they are charged arose from causes which were 
common to them with every other state which then existed. The violence 
of faction in that age sprung from a cause which has always been fertile 
in every political and moral evil, domestic slavery. 

The effect of slavery is completely to dissolve the connection which 
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naturally exists between the higher and lower classes of free citizens. The 
rich spend their wealth in purchasing and maintaining slaves. There is 
no demand for the labour of the poor ; the fable of Menenius ceases to be 
applicable ; the belly communicates no nutriment to the members ; there 
is an atrophy in the body politic. The two parties, therefore, proceed 
to extremities utterly unknown in countries where they have mutually 
need of each other. In Rome the oligarchy was too powerful to be sub- 
verted by force ; and neither the tribunes npr the popular assemblies, 
though constitutionally omnipotent, could maintain a successful contest 
against men who possessed the whole property of the state. Hence the 
necessity for measures tending to unsettle the whole frame of society, and 
to take away every motive of industry ; the abolition of debts, and the 
agrarian laws — propositions absurdly condemned by men who do not 
consider the circumstances from which they sprung. They were the des- 
perate remedies of a desperate disease. In Greece the oligarchical 
interest was not in general so deeply rooted as at Rome, The multitude, 
therefore, often redressed by force grievances which, at Rome, were com- 
monly attacked under the forms of the constitution. They drove out or 
massacred the rich, and divided their property. If the superior union or 
military skill of the rich rendered them victorious, they took measures 
equally violent, disarmed all in whom they could not confide, often 
slaughtered great numbers, and occasionally expelled the whole common- 
alty from the city, and remained, with their slaves, the sole inhabi- 
tants. 

From such calamities Athens and Lacedcemon alone were almost com- 
pletely free. At Athens the purses of the rich were laid under regular 
contribution for the support of the poor ; and this, rightly considered, 
was as much a favour to the givers as to the receivers, since no other 
measure could possibly have saved their houses from pillage and their 
persons from violence. It is singular that Mr Mitford should perpetually 
reprobate a policy which was the best that could be pursued in such a 
state of things, and which alone saved Athens from the frightful outrages 
which were perpetrated at Corcyra. 

Lacedaemon, cursed with a system of slavery more odious than has ever 
existed in any other country, avoided this evil by almost totally annihilat- 
ing private property. Lycurgus began by an agrarian law. He abolished 
all professions except that of arms j he made the whole of his community 
a standing array, every member of which had a common right to the 
services of a crowd of miserable bondmen ; he secured the state from 
sedition at the expense of the Helots. Of all the parts of his system this 
is the most creditable to his head, and the most disgraceful to his 
heart. 

These considerations, and many others of equal importance, Mr Mit- 
ford has neglected ; but he has yet a heavier charge to answer. He has 
made not only illogical inferences, but false statements. While he never 
states, without qualifications and objections, the charges which the 
earliest and best historians have brought against his favourite tyrants, 
Fisistratus, Hippias, and Gelon, he transcribes, without any hesitation, 
the grossest abuse of the least authoritative writers against every demo- 
cracy and every demagogue. Such an accusation should not be. made 
without being supported ; and I will therefore select one out of many 
passages which will fully substantiate the charge, and convict Mr Mitford 
of wilful misrepresentation, or of negligence scarcely less culpable. sMr 
Mitford is speaking of one of the greatest men that ever lived. Demos- 
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thenes, and comparing him with his rival, -^schines. Let him speak for 
himself. 

“In earliest youth Demosthenes earned an opprobrious nickname by 
ihe effeminacy of his dress and manner.” Does Mr Mitford know that 
Demosthenes denied this charge, and explained the nickname in a per- 
fectly different manner ? * And, if he knew it, should he not have stated 
it? He proceeds thus : ** On emerging from minority, by the Athenian 
law, at five-and- twenty, he earned another opprobrious nickname by a 
prosecution of his guarfians, which was considered as a dishonourable 
attempt to extort money from them.” In the first place Demosthenes 
was not five-and-twenty years of i^e. Mr Mitford might have learned, 
from so common a book as the Arclneologia of Archbishop Potter, that 
at twenty Athenian citizens were freed from the control of their guar- 
dians, and began to manage their own property. The very speech of 
Demosthenes against his guardians proves most satisfactorily that he was 
under twenty. In his speech against Midias, he says that when he under- 
took that prosecution he was quitef a boy. His youth might, therefore, 
excuse the step, even if it had been considered, as Mr Mitford says, a 
dishonourable attempt to extort money. But who considered it as such ? 
Not the judges w'ho condemned the guardians. The Athenian courts of 
justice w’ere not the purest in the world ; but their decisions were at least 
as likely to be just as the abuse of a deadly enemy. Mr Mitford refers 
for confirmation of his statement to yLschines and Plutarcli. ^^ischines 
by no means bears him out ; and Plutarch directly contradicts him. 
“ Not long after,” says Mr Mitford, “ he took blows publicly in the 
theater” (I preserve the orlhograpliy, if it can be so called, of this 
historian) “from a petulant youth of rank, named Meidias,” Here are 
two disgraceful mistakes. In the first place, it was long after ; eight 
years at the very least, probably much more. In the next place the 
petulant youth, of whom Mr Mitford speaks, was fifty years old.X Really 
Mr Mitford has less reason to censure the carelessness of his predecessors 
than to reform his own. After this monstrous inaccuracy, with regard to 
facts, we may be able to judge what degree of credit ought to be given 
to the vague abuse of such a writer. “'Hie cowardice of Demosthenes 
in the field afterwards became notorious.” Demosthenes was a civil 
character ; war was not his business. In his time the division be- 
tween military and political offices was beginning to be strongly 
marked ; yet the recollection of the days when every citizen was a solclier 
was still recent. In such states of society a certain degree of disrepute 
always attaches to sedentary men ; but that any leader of the Athenian 
democracy could have been, as Mr Mitford says of Demosthenes, a few 
lines before, remarkable for “an extraordinary deficiency of personal 
courage,” is absolutely impossible. What mercenary warrior of the time 
exposed his life to greater or more constant perils? Was there a single 
soldier at Chaeronea w'ho had more cause to tremble for his safety than 
the orator, who, in case of defeat, could scarcely hope for mercy from 
the people whom he had misled or the prince whom he had opposed ? 


* See the speech of Aeschines against Timarchus. 

t MctpaxiiWtoi/ (bv Ko/jnd^. 

t Whoever will read the speech of Demosthenes against Midias will find the state- 
ments in the text confirmed, and will have, moreover, the pleasure of becoming ac- 
quainted with one of the finest composit-ons in the world. 

G 
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Were not the ordinary fluctuations of popular feeling enough to deter 
any coward from engaging in political conflicts? Isocrates, whom Mr 
Mitford extols, because he constantly employed all the flowers of his 
school-boy rhetoric to decorate oligarchy and tyranny, avoided the judi- 
cial and political meetings of Athens from mere timidity, and seems to 
have hated democracy only because he durst not look a popular assembly 
in the face. Demosthenes was a man of a feeble constitution : his nerves 
were weak ; but his spirit was high ; and the energy and enthusiasm of 
his feelings supported him through life and in death. 

So much for Demosthenes. Now for the orator of aristocracy. I do 
not wish to abuse .^schines. He may have been an honest man. He 
was certainly a great man ; and I feel a reverence, of which Mr Mitford 
seems to have no notion, for great men of every party. But, when Mr 
Mitford says that the private character of ^schines was without stain, 
does he remember what iEschines has himself confessed in his speech 
against Timarchus ? I can make allowances, as well as Mr Mitford, for 
persons who lived under a different system of laws and morals ; but let 
them be made impartially. If Demosthenes is to be attacked on account 
of some childish improprieties, proved only by the assertion of an anta- 
gonist, what shall we say of those maturer vices which that antagonist has 
himself acknowledged ? “Against the private character of yEschines,” 
says Mr Mitford, “ Demosthenes seems not to have had an insinuation to 
oppose.’^ Has Mr Mitford ever read the speech of Demosthenes on the 
Embassy ? Or can he have forgotten, what was never forgotten by any- 
one else who ever read it, the story which Demosthenes relates with 
such terrible energy of language concerning the drunken brutality of his 
rival ? True or false, here is something more than an insinuation ; and 
nothing can vindicate the historian, who has overlooked it, from the 
charge of negligence or of partiality. But iEschines denied the story. 
And did not Demosthenes also deny the story respecting his childish 
nickname, which Mr Mitford has nevertheless told without any qualifica- 
tion ? But the judges, or some part of them, showed, by their clamour, 
tneir disbelief of the relation of Demosthenes. And did not the judges, 
who tried the cause l>e tween Demosthenes and his guardians, indicate, 
in a much clearer manner, their approbation of the prosecution ? But 
Demosthenes was a demagogue, and is to be slandered. iEschines was 
an aristocrat, and is to be panegyrised. Is this a history, or a party- 
pamphlet ? 

These passages, all selected from a single page of Mr Mitford’s work, 
may give some notion to those readers, who have not the means of com- 
paring his statements with the original authorities, of his extreme 
partialitv and carelessness. Indeed, whenever this historian mentions 
Demosthenes, he violates all the law^s of candour and even of decency ; 
he weighs no authorities ; he makes no allowances ; he forgets the best 
authenticated facts in the history of the times, and the most generally 
recognised principles of human nature. The opposition of the great 
orator to the policy of Philip he represents as neither more nor less than 
deliberate villany. I hold almost the same opinion with Mr Mitford 
respecting the character and the views of that great and accomplished 
prince. But am I, therefore, to pronounce Demosthenes profligate and 
insincere ? Surely not. Do we not perpetually see men of the greatest 
talents and the purest intentions misled by national or factious prejudices ? 
The most respectable people in England*were. little more than forty 
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years ago, in the habit of uttering the bitterest abuse against Washington 
and Franklin. It is certainly to be regretted that men should err so 
grossly in their estimate of character. But no person who knows any- 
thing of human nature will impute such errors to depravity. 

Mr Mitford is not more consistent with himself than with reason. 
I'hough he is the advocate of all oligarchies, he is also a warm admirer 
of all kings, and of all citizens who raised themselves to that species of 
sovereignty which the Greeks denominated tyranny. If monarchy, as 
Mr Mitford holds, be in itself a blessing, democracy must be a better 
form of government than aristocracy, which is always opposed to the 
supremacy, and even to the eminence, of individuals. On the other 
hand, it is but one step that separates the demagogue and the 
sovereign. 

If this article had not extended itself to so great a length, I should 
offer a few observations on some other peculiarities of this writer, — his 
general preference of the Barbarians to the Greeks, — his predilection for 
Persians, Carthaginians, 'I'hracians, for all nations, in short, except that 
great and enlightened nation of which he is the historian. But I will 
confine myself to a single topic. 

Mr Mitford has remarked, with truth and spirit, that “ any 
history perfectly written, but especially a Grecian history perfectly 
written, should be a political institute for all nations.” It has not 
occurred to him that a Grecian history, perfectly written, should also be 
a com})lete record of the rise and progress of poetry, philosophy, and the 
arts. Here his work is extremely deficient. Indeed, though it may seem 
a strange thing to say of a gentleman who has published so many quartos, 
Mr Mitford seems to entertain a feeling, bordering on contempt, for 
literary and speculative pursuits. The talents of action almost exclusively 
attract his notice ; and he talks with very complacent disdain of “ the 
idle learned.” Homer, indeed, he admires; but principally, I am afraid, 
because he is convinced that Homer could neither read nor write. He 
could not avoid speaking of Socrates ; but he has been far more solicitous 
to trace his death to political causes, and to deduce from it consequences 
unfavourable to Athens, and to popular governments, than to throw light 
on the character and doctrines of the wonderful man. 


** From wliose mouth issued forth 
Mellifluous streams that watered all the schools 
Of Academics, old and new, with those 
Surnamed Peripatetics, and the sect 
Kpicurean, and the Stoic severe.” 


He does not seem to l>e aware that Demosthenes was a great orator ; he 
represents him sometimes as an aspirant demagogue, sometimes as an 
adroit negotiator, and always as a great rogue. But that in which the 
Athenian excelled all men of all ages, that irresistible eloquence, which 
at the distance of more than two thousand years stirs our blood, and 
brings tears into our eyes, he passes by with a few phrases of common- 
place commendation. The origin of the drama, the doctrines of the 
sophists, the course of Athenian education, the state of the arts and 
sciences, the whole domestic system of the Greeks, he has almost com- 
pletely neglected. Yet these thines will appear, to a reflecting man, 
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scarcely less worthy of attention than the taking of Sphacteria or the 
discipline of the targeteers of Iphicrates. 

This, indeed, is a deficiency by no means peculiar to Mr Mitford. 
Most people seem to imagine that a detail of public occurrences— the 
operations of sieges— the changes of administrations — the treaties — the 
conspiracies — the rebellions — is a complete history. Differences of de- 
fijiitlon are logically unimportant ; but practically they sometimes pro- 
duce the most momentous effects. Thus it has been in the present case. 
Historians have, almost without exception, confined themselves to the 
public transactions of states, and have left to the negligent administration 
of writers of fiction a province at least equally extensive and valuable. 

All wise statesmen have agreed to consider the prosperity or adversity 
of nations as made up of the happiness or misery of individuals, and to 
reject as chimerical all notions of a public interest of the community, dis- 
tinct from the interest of the component parts. It is therefore strange 
that those whose office it is to supply statesmen with examples and warn- 
ings should omit, as too mean for the dignity of history, circumstances 
which exert the most extensive influence on the state of society. In 
general, the under current of human life flows steadily on, unruffled by 
the storms which agitate the surface. The happiness of the many com- 
monly depends on causes independent of victories or defeats, of revolu- 
tions or restorations, — causes which can l)e regulated by no laws, and 
which are recorded in no archives. These causes are the things which it 
is of main importance to us to know, not how the Lacedaemonian phalanx 
was broken at Leuctra, — not whether Alexander died of poison or by dis- 
ease. History, without these, is a shell w ithout a kernel ; and such is 
almost all the history which is extant in the world. Paltry skirmishes 
and plots are reported with absurd and useless minuteness ; but im- 
provements the most essential to the comfort of human life extend them- 
selves over the w'orld, and introduce themselves into every cottage, 
before any annalist can condescend, from the dignity ol writing about 
generals and ambassadors, to take tlie least notice of them, d'hus the 
progress of the most salutary inventions and discoveries is buried in im- 
penetrable mystery ; mankind are deprived of a most useful species of 
knowledge, and their benefactors of their honest fame. In the meantime 
every child knows by heart the dates and adventures of a long line of 
l)arbarian kings. The history of nations, in the sense in which I use the 
word, is often best studied in works not professedly historical. Thucy- 
dides, as far as he goes, is an excellent writer ; yet he affords us far less 
knowledge of the most important particulars relating to Athens than 
Plato or Aristophanes. The little treatise of Xenophon on Domestic 
Economy contains more historical information than all the seven books 
of his Hellenics. The same may be said of the Satires of Horace, of the 
Letters of Cicero, of the novels of Le Sage, of the memoirs of Marinuntel. 
Many others might be mentioned ; but these sufficiently illustrate my 
meaning. 

I would hope that there may yet appear a writer who may despise the 
pre.sent narrow limits, and assert the rights of history over every part of 
her natural domain. Should such a writer engage in that enterprise, in 
which I cannot but consider Mr Mitford as having failed, he will record , 
indeed, all that is interesting and important in military and political 
transactions ; but he will not think anything too trivial for the gravity of 
history which is not too trivial to promote or diminish the happiness of 



ON MITFORD^S HISTORY OF GREECE. loi 

man. He will portray in vivid colours the domestic society, the manners, 
the amusements, the conversation of the Greeks. He will not disdain to 
discuss the state of agriculture, of the mechanical arts, and of the con- 
veniences of life. The progress of painting, of sculpture, and of architec- 
ture, will form an important part of his plan. But, above all, his atten- 
tion will be given to the history of that splendid literature from which 
has sprung all the strength, the wisdom, the freedom, and the glory, of 
the western world. 

Of the indifference which Mr Mitford shows on this subject I will not 
speak ; for I cannot speak with fairness. It is a subject on which 1 love 
to forget the accuracy of a judge, in the veneration of a worshipper and 
the gratitude of a child. If we consider merely the subtlety of disquisi- 
tion, the force of imagination, the perfect energy and elegance of expres- 
sion which characterise the great works of Athenian genius, we must 
pronounce them intrinsically most valuable ; but what shall we say when 
vvc reflect that from hence have sprung directly or indirectly, all t^ie 
noblest creations of the human intellect ; that from hence were the vast 
accomplishments and the brilliant fancy of Cicero ; the withering fire of 
Juvenal ; the plastic imagination of Dante ; the humour of Cervantes ; 
the comprehension of Bacon ; the wit of Butler ; the supreme and 
universal excellence of Shakspeare? All the triumphs of truth and 
genius over prejudice and power, in every country and in every age, 
have been the triumphs of Athens. Wherever a few great minds have 
made a stand against violence and fraud, in the cause of liberty and 
reason, there has been her spirit in the midst of them ; inspiring, encour- 
aging, consoling ; — by the lonely lamp of Erasmus ; by the restless bed 
of Pascal ; in the tribune of Mirabeau ; in the cell of Galileo ; on the 
scaffold of Sidney. But who shall estimate her influence on private hap- 
piness? Who shall say how many thousands have been made wiser, 
happier, and better, by those pursuits in which she has taught mankiml 
to engage : to how rrtany the studies which took their rise from her have 
been wealth in poverty, — liberty in bondage, — health in sickness, — 
society in solitude ? Her power is indeed manifested at the bar, in the 
senate, in the field of battle, in the schools of philosophy. But these are 
not her glory. Wherever literature consoles sorrow, or assuages pain, — 
wherever it brings gladness to eyes which fail with wakefulness and tears, 
and ache for the dark house and the long sleep, — there is exhibited, in its 
noblest form, the immortal influence of Athens. 

The dervise, in the Arabian tale, did not hesitate to abandon to his 
comrade the camels with their load of jewels and gold, while he retained 
the casket of that mysterious juice which enabled him to behold at one 
glance all the hidden riches of the universe. .Surely it is no exaggeration 
to say that no external advantage is to be compared with that purification 
of the intellectual eye which gives us to contemplate the infinite wealth 
of the mental world, all the hoarded treasures of its primeval dynasties, 
all the shapeless ore of its yet unexplored mines. This is the gift of 
Athens to man. Pier freedom and her power have for more than twenty 
centuries been annihilated ; her people have degenerated into timid 
slaves ; her language into a barbarous jargon ; her temples have been 
given up to the successive depredations of Romans, Turks, and Scotch- 
men ; but her intellectual empire is imperishable. And when those who 
have rivalled her greatness shall have shared her fate ; when civilisation 
and knowledge shall have fixed their abode in distant continents ; when 
the sceptre shall have passed away from England ; when, perhaps, tra- 
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vellers from distant regions shall in vain labour to decipher on some 
mouldering pedestal the name of our proudest chief ; shall heai savage 
hymns chaunted to some misshapen idol over the ruined dome of our 
proudest temple ; and shall see a single naked fisherman wash his nets 
in the river of the ten thousand masts ; — her influence and her glory will 
still survive, — fresh in eternal youth, exempt from mutability and decay, 
immortal as the intellectual principle from which they derived their 
origin, and over which they exercise their control. 
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The Poetical IVorhs o/ John Drydkn. In 2 vols. University Edition. 

London, 1826. 

The public vtnce has assijrned to Dryden the first place in the second 
rank of our poets, — no mean station in a table of intellectual precedency 
so rich in illustrious names. It is allowed that, even of the few who 
were his superiors in genius, none has exercised a more extensive or 
permanent influence on the national habits of thought and expression. 
His life was commen.surate with the ])eriod during winch a great revolu- 
tion in the public taste was effected ; and in that revolution he played 
the part of Cromwell. By unscrupulously taking the lead in its wildest 
exccsse.s, he obtained the absolute guidance of it. By trampling on laws, 
he acquired the authority of a legislator. By signalising himself as the 
most daring and irreverenf of rebels, he mised himself to the dignity of 
a recognised prince, fie commenced his career by the most frantic out- 
rages. He terminated it in the repose of established sovereignty, — the 
author of a new code, the root of a new dynasty. 

Of Dryden, however, as of almost every man who has been dis- 
tinguished either in the literary or in the political world, it may be said 
that the course which he pursued, and the effect which he produced, 
depended less on his ]>ei*sonal qualities than on the circumstances in 
which he was placed. Those who have read history with discrimination 
know the fallacy of those panegyrics and invectives which represent 
individuals as effecting great moral attd intellectual revolutions, subverting 
established systems, and imprinting a new character on their age. The 
difference between one man and another is by no means so great as the 
su)>erstitious crowd supi)oses. But the same feelings which in ancient 
Rome produced the apotheosis of a popular emperor, anti in modern 
Rome the canonisation of a devout prelate, lead men to cherish an 
illusion which furnishes them with something to adore. By a law of 
association, from the operation of which even minds the most strictly 
regulated by reason are not wlmlly exempt, misery disposes us to hatred, 
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and happiness to love, although there may be no person to whom our 
misery or our happiness can be ascribed. The peevishness of an invalid 
vents itself even on those who alleviate his pain. The good humour of a 
man elated by success often displays itself towards enemies. In the 
same manner, the feelings of pleasure and admiration, to which the con- 
templation of great events gives birth, make an object where they do not 
find it. Thus, nations descend to the absurdities of Egyptian idolatry, 
and worship stocks and reptiles — Sacheverells and Wilkeses. They even 
fall^ostrat^ before a deity to which they have themselves given the 
form ^icE"commands their veneration, and which, unless fashioned 
by them, would have remained a shapeless block. They persuade them- 
selves that they are the creatures of what they have themselves created. 

it^ that forms the man, not the man that forms the 

age. Great minds do indeed re-act on the society which has made them 
wmat they are ; but they only pay with interest what they have received. 
We extol Bacon, and sneer at Aquinas. But, if their situations had been 
changed, Bacon might have been the Angelical Doctor, the most subtle 
Aristotelian of the schools; the Dominican might have led forth the 
sciences from their house of bondage. If Luther had been born in the 
tenth century, he would have effected no reformation. If he had never 
been bom at all, it is evident that the sixteenth century could not have 
elapsed without a great schism in the church. Voltaire, in the days of 
Louis the Fourteenth, would probably have been, like most of the liter- 
ary men of that time, a zealous Jansenist, eminent among the defenders 
of efficacious grace, a bitter assailant of the lax morality of the Jesuits 
and the unreasonable decisions of the Sorbonne. If Pascal had entered 
on his literary career when intelligence was more general, and abuses 
at the same time more flagrant, when the church was polluted by the 
Iscariot Dubois, the court disgraced by the orgies of Canillac, and the 
nation sacrificed to the juggles of Law, if he had lived to see a dynasty of 
harlots, an empty treasury and a crowded harem, an army formidable 
only to those whom it should have protected, a priesthood just religious 
enough to be intolerant, he might possibly, like every man of genius in 
France, have imbibed extravagant prejudices against monarchy and 
Christianity. The wit which blasted the sophisms of Escobar — the im- 
passioned eloquence which defended the sisters of Port Royal — the 
intellectual hardihood which was not beaten down even by Papal 
authority — might have raised him to the Patriarchate of the Philosophical 
Church. It was long disputed whether the honour of inventing the 
method of Fluxkpns belonged to Newton or to Leibnitz. It is now 
generally allowed that these great men made the same discovery at the 
same time. Mathematical science, indeed, had then reached such a point 
that, if neither of them had ever existed, the principle must inevitably 
have occurred to some person within a few years. So in our own time 
the doctrine of rent, now universally received by political economists, was 
propounded, almost at the same moment, by two writers unconnected 
with each other. Preceding speculators had long been blundering round 
about it ; and it could not possibly have been missed much longer by the 
most he^less inquirer. We are inclined to think that, with respect to 
every great addition which has been made to the stock of human know- 
ledge, the case has been similar ; that without Copernicus we should 
have been Copernicans, — that without Columbus America would have 
been discovered, — that without Locke we should have possessed a just 
theory of the origin of human ideas. Society ind eed ha a. its grjeat mw 
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and its little men, as the earth^lia^ Jt§ mpuntains and its valleys. But 
the ' iKequa1tttl5ri5f^ like the inequalities of the surface of our 

globe, bear so small a proportion to the mass, that, in calculating its 
great revolutions, they may safely be neglected. The sun illuminates the 
hills, while it is still below the horizon, and truth is discovered by the 
highest minds a little before it becomes manifest to the multitude. This 
is the extent of their superiority. They are the first to catch and reflect 
a light, which, without their assistance, must, in a short time, be visible 
to those who lie far beneath them. 

The same remark will apply equally to the fine arts. The laws on which 
depend the progress and decline of poetry, painting, and sculpture, 
operate with little less certainty than those which regulate the periodical 
returns of heat and cold, of fertility and barrenness. Those who seem to 
lead the public taste are, in general, merely outrunning it in the direction 
which it is spontaneously pursuing. Without a just apprehension of the 
laws to which we have alluded the merits and defects of Dryden can be 
but imperfectly understood. We will, therefore, state what we conceive 
them to be. 

The ages in which the master-pieces of imagination have been produced 
have by no means been those in which taste has been most correct. It 
seems that the creative faculty, and the critical faculty, cannot exist to- 
gether in their highest perfection. The causes of this phenomenon it is 
not difficult to assign. 

It is true that the man who is best able to take a machine to pieces, 
and who most clearly comprehends the manner in which all its wheels 
and springs conduce to its general effect, will be the man most competent 
to form another machine of similar power. In all the branches of 
physical and moral science which admit of perfect analysis, he who can 
resolve will be able to combine. But the analysis which criticism can 
effect of poetry is necessarily imperfect. One element must for ever elude 
its researches ; and that is the very element by which poetry is poetry. 
In the description of nature, for example, a judicious reader will easily 
detect an incongruous image. But he will find it impossible to explain 
in what consists the art of a writer who, in a few words, brings some 
spot before him so vividly that he shall know it as if he had lived there 
from childhood ; while another, employing the same materials, the same 
verdure, the same water, and the same flowers, committing no inaccuracy, 
introducing nothing which can be positively pronounced superfluous, 
omitting nothing which can be positively pronounced necessary, shall 
produce no more effect than an advertisement of a capital residence and 
a desirable pleasure-ground. To take another example : the great fea- 
tures of the character of Hotspur are obvious to the most superficial 
reader. We at once perceive that his courage is splendid, his thirst of 
glory intense, his animal spirits high, his temper careless, arbitrary, and 
petulant ; that he indulges his own Wmoiir without caring whose feelings 
tie may wound, or whose enmity he may provoke, by his levity. Thus 
far criticism will go. But something is still wanting. A man might 
have all those qualities, and every other quality which the most minute 
examiner can introduce into his catalogue of the virtues and faults of 
Hotspur, and yet he would not be Hotspur. Almost everything that we 
have said of him applies equally to Falconbridge. Yet in the mouth of 
Falconbridge most of his speeches would seem out of place. In real life 
this perpetually occurs. We are sensible of wide differences between 
men whom, if we were required to describe them, we should describe in 
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almost the same terms. If we were attempting to draw elaborate tharac- 
ters of them, we should scarcely be able to point out any strong distinc- 
tion ; yet we approach them with feelings altogether dissimilar. We 
cannot conceive of them as using the expressions or the gestures of eacli 
other. Let us suppose that a zoologist should attempt to give an account 
of some animal, a porcupine for instance, to people who had never seen 
it. The porcupine, he might say, is of the class mammalia, and the 
order glires. There are whiskers on its face ; it is two feet long ; it has 
four toes before, five behind, two fore teeth, and eight grinders. Its 
body is covered with hair and quills. And, when all this has been said, 
would any one of the auditors have formed a just idea of a porcupine ? 
Would any two of them have formed the same idea? Ttiere might 
exist innumerable races of animals, possessing all the characteristics 
which have been mentioned yet altogether unlike to each other. What 
the description of our naturalist is to a real porcupine, the remarks of 
criticism are to the images of poetry. What it so imt>erfectly decomposes 
it cannot perfectly reconstruct. It is evidently as impossible to produce 
an Othello or a Macbeth by reversing an analytical process so defective, 
as it would be for an anatomist to form a living man out of the fragments 
of his dissecting-room. In both cases the vital principle eludes the 
finest instruments, and vanishes in the very instant in which its seat is 
touched. Hence those who, trusting to their critical skill, attempt to 
write poems give us, not images of things, but catalogues of qualities. 
Their characters are allegories — not good men and bad men, but cardinal 
virtues and deadly sins. We seem to have fallen among the acquaint- 
ances of our old friend Christian : sometimes we meet Mistrust and 
Timorous ; sometimes Mr Hate-good and Mr Love-lust ; and then 
again Prudence, Piety, and Charity. 

That critical discernment is not sufficient to make men poets, is gene- 
rally allowed. Why it should keep them from becoming poets, is not 
perhaps equally evident ; but the fact is, that poetiy requires not an 
examining but a believing frame of mind. Those feel it most, and write 
it best, who forget that it is a work of art ; to whom its imitations, like 
the realities from which they are taken, are subjects, not for connoisseur- 
ship, but for tears and laughter, resentment and affection ; who are too 
much under the influence of the illu-sion to admire the genius which has 
produced it ; who are too much frightened for Ulysses in the cave of 
Polyphemus to care whether the pun about Outis be good or bad ; who 
forget that such a pereon as Shakspeare ever existed, while they weep 
and curse with Lear. It is by giving faith to the creations of the imagi- 
nation that a man becomes a poet. It is by treating those creations as 
deceptions, and by resolving them, as nearly as ix)ssible, into their 
elements, that he becomes a critic. In the moment in which the skill of 
the artist is perceived, the spell of the art is broken. 

These consklerations account for the al^surdities into which the greatest 
writers have fallen, when they have attempted to give general rules for 
composition, or to pronounce judgment on the works of others. They 
are unaccustomed to analyse what they feel ; they, therefore, peiq^etually 
refer their emotions to cau.ses which have not in the slightest degree 
tended to produce them. They feel pleasure in reading a book. They 
never consider that this pleasure may be the effect of ideas which some 
unmeaning expression, striking on the first link of a chain of a.ssociations, 
may have called up in their own min<ls — tlftit they have themselves fur- 
nished to the author the beauties which they admire. 
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Cervantes is the delight of all classes of readers. Every school-hoy 
thumbs to pieces the most wretched translations of his romance, and 
knows the lantern jaws of the Knight Errant, and the bi-oad cheeks of 
the Squire, as well as the faces of his own playfellows. The most ex- 
perienced and fastidious judges are amazed at the perfection of that art 
which extracts inextinguishable laughter from the greatest of human calami- 
ties without once violating the reverence due to it ; at that discriminating 
delicacy of touch which makes a character exquisitely ridiculous, without 
impairing its worth, its grace, or its dignity. In Don Quixote are several 
dissertations on the principles of poetic and dramatic writing. No pas- 
sages in the whole work exhibit stronger marks of labour and attention ; 
and no passages in any work with which we are acquainted are more 
worthless and puerile. In our time they would scarcely obtain admit- 
tance into the literary department of the Morning Post. Every reader 
of the Divine Comedy must be struck by the veneration which Dante 
•xpresses for writers far inferior to himself. He* will not lift up his eyes 
from the ground in the presence of Brunetto, all whose works are not 
worth the worst of his own hundred cantos. He does not venture to 
walk in the same line with the bombastic Statius. His admiration of 
Virgil is absolute idolatry. If, indeed, it had been excited by the elegant, 
splendid, and harmonious diction of the Roman poet, it would not have 
been altogether unreasonable ; but it is rather as an authority on all points 
of philosophy, than as a work of imagination, that he values the .^ineid. 
The most trivial passages he regards as oracles of the highest authority, 
and of the most recondite meaning. He describes his conductor as the 
sea of all wisdom — the sun which heals every disordered sight. As he 
judged of Virgil, the Italians of the fourteenth century judged of him ; 
they were proud of him ; they praised him ; they struck medals l>earing 
his head ; they quarrelled for the honour of possessing his remains ; they 
maintained professors to expound his waitings. But what they admired 
was not that mighty imagination which called a new world into existence, 
and made all its sights and sounds familiar to the eye and ear of the 
mind. They said little of those awful and lovely creations on which later 
critics delight to dwell — Farinata lifting his haughty and tranquil brow 
from his couch of everlasting fire — the lion-like repose of Sordcllo— or 
the light which shone from the celestial smile of Beatrice. They extolled 
their great poet for his smattering of ancient literature and history ; for 
his logic and his divinity ; for his absurd jdiysics, and his more absurd 
metaphysics ; for everything but that in which he pre-eminently excelled. 
Like the fool in the story, who ruined his dwelling by digging for gold, 
which, as he had dreamed, was concealed under its foundations, they 
laid waste one of the noblest works of human genius, by seeking in it 
for buried treasures of wisdom which existed only in their own wild 
reveries. The finest passages were little valued till they had been debased 
into some monstrous allegory. l.ouder applause was given to the lecture 
on fate and free-will, or to the ridiculous astronomical theories, than to 
those tremendous lines which disclose the secrets of the tower of hunger, 
or to that half-told tale of guilty love, so passionate and so full of tears. 

We do not mean to say that the contemporaries of Dante read with 
less emotion than their descendants of Ugolino groping among the wasted 
coi-pses of his children, or of Francesca starting at the tremulous kiss and 
dropping the fatal volume. Far from it. We believe that they admired 
these things less than ourselves, but that they felt them more. We 
should perhaps say that they felt them too much to admire them. The 
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progress of a nation from barbarism to civilisation produces a change 
similar to that which takes place during the progress of an individual 
from infancy to mature age. What man does not remember with regret 
the first time that he read Robinson Crusoe ? Then, indeed, he was 
unable to appreciate the powers of the writer ; or, rather, he neither 
knew nor cared whether the book had a writer at all. He probably 
thought it not half so fine as some rant of Macpherson about dark- 
browed Foldath, and white-bosomed Strinadona. He now values Fingal 
and Temora only as showing with how little evidence a story may be 
believed, and with how little merit a book may be popular. Of the 
romance of Defoe he entertains the highest opinion. He perceives the 
hand of a master in ten thousand touches which formerly he passed by 
without notice. But, though he understands the merits of the narrative 
better than formerly, he is far less interested by it. Xury, and Friday, 
and pretty Poll, the boat with the shoulder-of-mutton sail, and the 
canoe which could not be brought down to the water edge, the tent 
with its hedge and ladders, the preserve of kids, and the den where 
the old goat died, can never again be to him the realities which they 
were. The days when his favourite volume set him upon making wheel- 
barrows and chairs, upon digging caves and fencing huts in the garden, 
can never return. Such is the law of our nature. Our judgment ripens ; 
our imagination decays. We cannot at once enjoy the flowers of the 
spring of life and the fruits of its autumn, the pleasures of close investi- 
gation and those of agreeable error. We cannot sit at once in the front 
of the stage and behind the scenes. We cannot be under the illusion of 
the spectacle, while we are watching the movements of the ropes and 
pulleys which dispose it. 

The chapter in which Fielding describes the behaviour of Partridge at 
the theatre affords so complete an illustration of our proposition, that 
we cannot refrain from quoting some parts of it. 

** Partridge gave that credit to Mr Garrick which he had denied 
to Jones, and fell into so violent a trembling that his knees knocked 
against each other. Jones asked him what was the matter, and whether 
he was afraid of the warrior upon the stage? — ‘ O, la, sir,’ said he, ‘ 1 
perceive now it is what you told me. I am not afraid of anything, for I 
know it is but a play ; and if it was really a ghost, it could do one no 
harm at such a distance and in so much company ; and yet, if I was 
frightened, I am not the only person.’ — ‘ Why, who,’ cries Jones, ‘dost 
thou take to be such a coward here besides thyself?’ — ‘ Nay, you may 
call me a coward if you will ; but if that little man there upon the stage 
is not frightened, I never saw any man frightened in my life. ’ . . . He sat 
with his eyes fixed partly on the ghost and partly on Plamlet, and with 
his mouth open ; the same passions which succeeded each other in 
Hamlet, succeeding likewise in him. . . . 

“ Little more worth remembering occurred during the play, at the end 
of which Jones asked him which of the players he liked best ? To this 
he answered, with some appearance of indignation at the question, ‘ The 
King, without doubt.’ — ‘Indeed, Mr Partridge,’ says Mrs Miller, ‘you 
are not of the same opinion with the town ; for they are all agreed that 
Hamlet is acted by the best player who was ever on the stage.’ — ‘ He the 
best player ! ’ cries Partridge, with a contemptuous sneer ; ‘ why I could 
act as well as he myself. I am sure if I had seen a ghost, 1 should have 
looked in the very same manner, and done just as he did. And then to 
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be sure, m that scene, as you called it, between him and his mother, 
where you told me he Acted so fine, why any man, that is, any good 
man, that had such a mother, would have done exactly the same. I 
know you are only joking with me ; but indeed, madam, though I never 
was at a play in London, yet I have seen acting before in the country, 
and the King for my money ; he speaks all his words distinctly, and half 
as loud again as the other. Anybody may see he is an actor.' ” 

In this excellent passage Partridge is represented as a very bad 
theatrical critic. But none of those who laugh at him possess the tithe 
of his sensibility to theatrical excellence. He admires in the wrong 
place ; but he trembles in the right place. It is indeed because he is so 
much excited by the acting of Garrick, that he ranks him below the 
strutting, mouthing performer, who personates the King. So, we have 
heard it said that, in some parts of Spain and Portugal, an actor who 
should represent a depraved character finely, instead of calling down the 
applauses of the audience, is hissed and pelted without mercy. It would 
be the same in England, if we, for one moment, thought that Shylock or 
lago was standing before us. While the dramatic art was in its infancy 
at Athens, it produced similar effects on the ardent and imaginative 
spectators. It is said that they blamed ./Eschyliis for frightening them 
into fits with his Furies. Herodotus tells us that, when Phrynichus pro- 
duced his tragedy on the fall of Miletus, they fined him in a penalty of a 
thousand drachmas for torturing their feelings by so pathetic an exhibi- 
tion. They did not regard him as a great artist, but merely as a man 
who had given them pain. When they woke from the distressing illu- 
sion, they treated the author of it as they would have treated a messenger 
who should have brought them fatal and alarming tidings which turned 
out to be false. In the same manner, a child screams with terror at the 
sight of a person in an ugly mask. He has perhaps seen the mask put 
on. But his imagination is too strong for his reason ; and he entreats 
that it may be taken off. 

We should act in the same manner if the grief and horror produced in 
us by works of the imagination amounted to real torture. But in us 
these emotions are comparatively languid. They rarely affect our 
appetite or our sleep. ITiey leave us sufficiently at ease to trace them to 
their causes, and to estimate the powers which produce them. Our 
attention is speedily diverted from the images which call forth our tears 
to the art by which those images have been selected and combined. W'e 
applaud the genius of the writer. We applaud our own sagacity and 
sensibility ; and we are comforted. 

Yet, though we think that in the progress of nations towards refinement 
the reasoning powers are improved at the expense of the imagination, we 
acknowledge that to this rule there are many apparent exceptions. We 
are not, however, quite satisfied that they are more than apparent. Men 
reasoned better, for example, in the time of Elizabeth than in the time of 
Egbert ; and they also wrote better poetry. But we must distinguish 
between poetry as a mental act, and poetry as a species of composition. 
If we take it in the latter sense, its excellence depends not solely on the 
vigour of the imagination, but partly also on the instruments which the 
imagination employs. Within certain limits, therefore, poetry may be 
improving while the poetical faculty is decaying. The vividness of the 
picture presented to the reader is not necessarily proportioned to the 
vividness of the prototype which exists in the mind of the writer. In 
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the other arts we see this clearly. Should a man, gifted by nature with 
all the genius of Canova, attempt to carve a statue without instruction 
as to the management of his chisel, or attention to the anatomy of the 
human body, he would produce something compared with which the 
Highlander at the door of a snuff shop would deserve admiration. If an 
uninitiated Raphael were to attempt a painting, it would be a mere 
daub ; indeed, the connoisseurs say that the early works of Raphael are 
little better. Yet, who can attribute this to want of imagination? Who 
can doubt that the youth of that great artist was passed amidst an ideal 
world of beautiful and majestic forms? Or, who will attribute the differ- 
ence which appears between his first rude essays and his magnificent 
Transfiguration to a change in the constitution of his mind ? In poetry, 
as in painting and sculpture, it is necessary that the imitator should be 
well acquainted with that which he undertakes to imitate, and expert in 
the mechanical part of his art. Genius will not furnish him with a 
vocabulary : it will not teach him what word most exactly corresponds 
to his idea, and will most fully convey it to others : it will not make him 
a great descriptive poet, till he has looked with attention on the face of 
nature ; or a great dramatist, till he has felt and witnessed much of the 
influence of the passions. Information and experience are, therefore, 
necessary j not for the purpose of strengthening the imagination, which 
is never so strong as in j>eople incapable of reaspning — savages, children, 
madmen, and dreamers ; but for the purpose of enabling the artist to 
communicate his conceptions to others. 

In a barbarous age the imagination exercises a despotic power. So 
strong is the perception of what is unreal that it often overpowers all the 
passions of the mind and all the sensations of the body. At first, indeed, 
the phantasm remains undivulged, a hidden treasure, a wonlless poetry, 
an invisible painting, a silent music, a dream of which the pains and plea- 
sures exist to the dreamer alone, a bitterness which the heart only know- 
eth, a joy with which a stranger intermeddleth not. The machinery, 
by which ideas are to be conveyed from one person to another, is 
as yet rude and defective. Between mind and mind there is a 
great gulf. The imitative arts do not exist, or are in their lowest 
state. But the actions of men amply prove that the faculty which gives 
birth to those arts is morbidly active. It is not yet the inspiration of 
poets and sculptors ; but it is the amusement of the day, the terror of 
the night, the fertile source of wild superstitions. It turns the clouds 
into gigantic .shapes, and the winds into doleful voices. Tlie l)elief 
which springs from it is more absolute and undoubting than any which 
can be derived from evidence. It resembles the faith which we repose 
in our own sensations. Thus, the Arab> when covered with wounds, 
saw nothing but the dark eyes and the green kerchief of a beckoning 
Houri. The Northern warrior laughed in the pangs of death when he 
thought of the mead of Valhalla. 

The first works of the imagination are, as we have said, poor and rude, 
not from the want of genius, but from the want of materials. Phidias 
could have done nothing with an old tree and a fish-bone, or Homer with 
the language of New Holland. 

Yet the effect of these early performances, imperfect as they must 
necessarily be, is immense. All deficiencies are supplied by the suscepti- 
bility of tlxose to whom they are addressed. We all know what pleasure 
a wooden doll, which may be bought for sixpence, will afford to a little 
girl. She will require no other company. She will nurse it, dress it. 
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and talk to it all clay. No grown-up man takes half so much delight in 
one of the incomparable babies of Chantrey. In the same manaer, 
savage.s are more affected by the rude compositions of their bards man 
nations more advanced in civilisation by the greatest master-pieces of 
|X)etry. 

In process, of time, the instruments by which the imagination works 
are brought to perfection. Men have not more imagination than their 
rude ancestors. We strongly suspect that they have much less. But they 
produce better works of imagination. Thus, up to a certain period, the 
diminution of the poetical powers is far more than compensated by the 
improvement of all the appliances and means of which those powers 
stand in need. Then comes the short period of splendid and consum- 
mate excellence. And then, from causes against which it is vain to 
struggle, poetry begins to decline. The progress of language, which was 
at hrst favourable, becomes fatal to it, and, instead of compensating for 
the decay of the imagination, accelerates that decay, and renders it more 
obvious. When the adventurer in the Arabian tale anointed one of his 
eyes with the contents of the magical box, all the riches of the earth, how- 
ever widely dispersed, however sacredly concealed, became visible to 
him. 1 ut, when he tried the experiment on botli eyes, he was struck 
with blindness. What the enchanted elixir vvaslo the sight of the body, 
lUDgyage is to the sight of tlSc imagination. At first it calls up a world 
of glorious illusions ; hut, when it becomes too copious, it altogether 
destroys the visual power. 

As the development of the mind proceeds, symbols, instead of being 
employed to convey images, are substituted for them. Civilised men 
think as they trade, not in kind, but by means of a circulating medium. 
In these circumstances, the sciences improve rapidly, and criticism 
among the rest ; but poetry, in the highest sense of tne word, disappears. 
Then comes the dotage of the fine arts, a second childhood, as feeble as 
the former, and far more hopeless. This is the age of critical poetry, of 
poetry by courtesy, of poetry to which the memoiy, the judgment, and 
the wit contribute far more than the imagination. We readily allow that 
many works of this description are excellent : we will not contend with 
those who think them more valuable than the great poems of an earlier 
period. We only maintain that they belong to a different species of com- 
position, and are produced by a different faculty. 

It is some consolation to reflect that this critical scliool of poetry im 
proves as the science of criticism improves ; and that the science of 
criticism, like every other science, is constantly tending towards perfec- 
tion. As experiments are multiplied, principles are better understood. 

In some countries, in our own for example, there has l)een an interval 
between the downfall of the creative school and the rise of the critical, a 
period during which imagination has been in its decrepitude, arid taste in 
its infancy. Such a revolutionary interregnum as this will be deformed 
by every species of extravagance. 

The first victory of good taste is over the bombast and conceits which 
deform such times as these. But criticism is still in a very imperfect state. 
What is accidental is for a long time confounded with what is essential. 
General theories are drawn from detached facts. How many hours the 
action of a play may be allowed to occupy, — how many similes an Epic 
Poet may introduce into his first book, — whether a piece, which is 
acknowledged to have a beginning and an end, may not be without a 
middle, and other questions as puerile as these, formerly occupied the 
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attention of men of letters in France, and even in this country. Poets, in 
such circumstances as these, exhibit all the narrowness and feebleness of 
the criticism by which their manner has been fashioned. From out- 
rageous absurdity they are preserved indeed by their timidity. But they 
perpetually sacrifice nature and reason to arbitrary canons of taste. In 
their eagerness to avoid the mala prohibita of a foolish code, they are 
perpetually rushing on the mala in se. Their great predecessors, it is 
true, were as bad critics as themselves, or perhaps worse, but those pre- 
decessors, as we have attempted to show, were inspired by a faculty in- 
dependent of criticism, and, therefore, wrote well while they judged ill. 

In time men begin to take more rational and comprehensive views of 
literature. The analysis of poetry, which, as we have remarked, must at 
best be imperfect, approaches nearer and nearer to exactness. The 
merits of the wonderful models of former times are justly appreciated. 
The frigid productions of a later age are rated at no more than their 
proper value. Pleasing and ingenious imitations of the manner of the 
great masters appear. Poetry has a partial revival, a Saint Martin’s 
Summer, which, after a period of dreariness and decay, agreeably 
reminds us of the splendour of its June. A second harvest is gathered 
in ; though, growing on a spent soil, it has not the heart of the former. 
Thus, in the present age, Monti has successfully imitated the style of 
Dante ; and something of the Elizabethan inspiration has been caught by 
several eminent countrymen of our own. But never will Italy produce 
another Inferno, or England another Hamlet. We look on the beauties 
of the modern imitations with feelings similar to those with which we see 
flowers disposed in vases, to ornament the drawing-rooms of a capital. 
We doubtless regard them with pleasure, with greater pleasure, perhaps, 
because, in the midst of a place ungenial to them, they remind us of the 
distant spots on which they flourish in spontaneous exuberance. But we 
miss the sap, the freshness, and the bloom. Or, if we may borrow 
another illustration from Queen Scheherezade, we would compare the 
writers of this school to the jewellers who were employed to complete 
the unfinished window of the palace of Aladdin. Whatever skill or cost 
could do was done. Palace and bazaar were ransacked for precious 
stones. Yet the artists, with all their dexterity, with all their assiduity, 
and with all their vast means, were unable to pro<luce anything compar- 
able to the wonders which a spirit of a higher order had wrought in a 
single night. 

The history of every literature with which we are acquainted confirms, 
we think, the principles which we have laid down. In Greece we see 
the imaginative school of poetry gradually fading into the critical. 
/Ii)schylus and Pindar were succeeded by Sophocles, Sophocles by 
Euripides, Euripides by the Alexandrian versifiers. Of these last, 
Theocritus alone has left compositions which deserve to be read. The 
splendour and grotesque fairyland of the Old Comedy, rich with such 
gorgeous hues, peopled with such fantastic shapes, and vocal alternately 
with the sweetest peals of music and the loudest bursts of elvish laughter, 
disappeared for ever. The master- pieces of the New Comedy are known 
to us by Latin translations of extraordinary merit. From these transla- 
tions, and from the expressions of the ancient critics, it is clear that the 
original compositions were distinguished by grace and sweetness, that 
they sparkled with wit, and abounded with pleasing sentiment ; but that 
the creative power was gone. Julius Caesar called Terence a half Menan- 
der, — a sure proof that Menander was not a quarter Aristophanes. 
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The literature of the Romans was merely a continuation of the litera- 
ture of the Greeks. The pupils started from the point at which their 
masters had, in the course of many generations arrived. They thus 
almost wholly missed the period of original invention. The only Latin 
poets whose writings exhibit much vigour of imagination are Lucretius 
and Catullus. The Augustan age produced nothing equal to their finer 
passages. 

In France that licensed jester, whose jingling cap and motley coat 
concealed more genius than ever mustered in the saloon of Ninon or of 
Madame Geoffrin, was succeeded by writers as decorous and as tiresome 
as gentlemen ushers. 

'rhe poetry of Italy and of Spain has undergone the same change. But 
nowhere has the revolution been more complete and violent than in 
England. The same person who, when a boy, had clapped his thrilling 
hands at the first representation of the I'empest might, without attaining 
to a marvellous longevity, have lived to read the earlier works of Prior 
and Addison. The change, we believe, must, sooner or later, have taken 
place. But its progress was accelerated, and its character modified, by 
the political occurrences of the times, and particularly bv two events, 
the closing of the theatres under the ('ommon wealth, and the restoration 
of the House of Stuart. 

We have snid that the critical and poetical faculties are not only distinct, 
but almost incompatible. The state of our literature during the reigns of 
Elizabeth and James the First is a strong confirmation of this remark. 
The greatest works of imagination that the world has ever seen were 
produced at that period. 'Phe national taste, in the meantime, was to 
the last degree detestable. Alliterations, puns, antithetical forms of 
expression lavishly employed where no corresponding opposition existed 
between the thoughts expressed, strained allegories, pedantic allusions, 
everything, in short, quaint and affected, in matter and manner, made qp 
what was then considered as fine writing. The eloquence of the bar, the 
pulpit, and the council-board, was deformed by conceits which would 
have disgraced the rhyming shepherds of an Italian academy. Tlie king 
quibbled on the throne. We might, indeed, console ourselves by reflecting 
that his majesty was a fool. But the chancellor quibbled in concert from 
the wool-sack ; and the chancellor was Francis Bacon. It is needless 
to mention Sidney and the whole iril^e of Euphuists ; for Shakspeare 
himself, the greatest poet that ever lived, falls into the same fault when- 
ever he means to be particularly fine. While he abandons himself to the 
impulse of his imagination, his compositions are not only the sweetest and 
the most sublime, but also the most faultless, that the world has ever 
seen. But, as soon as his critical powers come into play, he sinks to the 
level of Cowley ; or rather he does ill what Cowley did well. All that is 
bad in his works is bad elaborately, and of malice aforethought. The 
only thing wanting to make them perfect was, that he should never have 
troubled himself with thinking whether they were good or not. Like the 
angels in Milton, he sinks “ with compulsion and laborious flight.” His 
natural tendency is upwards. That he may soar, it is only necessary 
that he should not struggle to fall. He resembles an American Cacique, ^ 
who, possessing in unmeasured abundance the metals which in polished 
societies are esteemed the most precious, was utterly unconscious of their 
value, and gave up treasures more valuable than the imperial crowns 0/ 
other countries, to secure some gaudy and far-fetched but worthless 
bauble, a plated button, or a necklace of coloured glass. 
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We have attempted to show that, as knowledge is extended and as the 
reason develops itself, the imitative arts decay. We should, therefore, 
expect that the corruption of poetry would commence in the educated 
classes of society. And this, in fact, is almost constantly the case. The 
few great works of imagination which appear in a critical age are, almost 
without exception, the works of uneducated men. Thus, at a time When 
persons of quality translated F rench romances, and when the universities 
celebrated royal deaths in verses about tritons and fauns, a preaching 
tinker produced the Pilgrim’s Progress. And thus a ploughman startled 
a generation which had thought Hayley and Beattie great poets, with the 
adventures of Tam O’Shanter. Even in the latter part of the reign of 
Elizabeth the fashionable poetry had degenerated. It retained few 
vestiges of the imagination of earlier times. It had not yet been subjected 
to the rules of good taste. Affectation had completely tainted madrigals 
and sonnets. The grotesque conceits and the tuneless numbers of Donne 
were, in the time of James, the favourite models of composition at 
Whitehall and at the Temple. But, though the literature of the Court 
was in its decay, the literature of the people was in its perfection. The 
Muses had taken sanctuary in the theatres, the haunts of a class whase 
taste was not better than that of the Right Ilonourables and singular 
good Lords who admired metaphysical love- verses, but whose imagination 
retained all its fresliness and vigour ; whose censure and approbation 
might be erroneously bestowed, but whose tears and laugliter was never 
in the wrong. The infection which had tainted lyric and didactic poetry 
had but slightly and partially touched the drama. While the noble and 
the learned were comparing eyes to burning-glasses, and tears to ter- 
restrial globes, coyness to an enthymeme, absence to a pair of compasses, 
and an unrequited passion to the fortieth remainder-man in an entail, 
Juliet leaning from the balcony, and Miranda smiling over the chess- 
bqard, sent home many spectators, as kind and simple-hearted as the 
ma.ster and mistress of Fletcher’s Ralpho, to cry then^selves lo sleep. 

No species of fiction is so delightful to us as the old English drama. 
Even its inferior productions possess a charm not to be found in any 
other kind of poetry. It is the most lucid mirror that ever was held up 
lo nature. The creations of the great dramatists of Athens produce the 
effect of magnificent sculptures, conceived by a mighty imagination, 
polished with the utmost delicacy, embodying ideas of ineffable majesty 
and beauty, but cold, pale, and rigid, with no bloom on the cheek, and 
no sj>eculation in the eye. In all the draperies, the figures, and the 
faces, in the lovers and the tyrants, the Bacchanals and the Furies, there 
is the same marble dullness and deadness. Most of the characters of the 
French stage resemble the waxen gentlemen and ladies in the window of 
a perfumer, rouged, curled, and bedizened, but fixed in such stiff attitudes, 
and staring with eyes expressive of such utter unmeaningness, that they 
cannot pr^uce an illusion for a single moment. In the English plays 
alone is to be found the warmth, the mellowness, and the reality of 
painting. We know the minds of the men and women, as we know the 
faces of the men and women of Vandyke. 

The excellence of these works is in a great measure the result of two 
peculiarities, which the critics of the French school consider as defects, — 
from the mixture of tragedy and comedy, and from the length and extent 
of the action. The former is necessary to render the drama a just repre- 
sentation of a world in which the laughers and the weepers are perpetually 
jostling each other, --in which every event has its serious and ludicrous 
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side. The latter enables us to form an intimate acquaintance with 
characters with which we could not possibly become familiar during the 
few hours to which the unities restrict the poet. In this respect, the 
works of Shakspeare, in particular, are miracles of art. In a piece, 
which may be read aloud in three hours, we see a character gradually 
unfold all its recesses to us. We see it chan^ with the diange of 
circumstances. The petulant youth rises into the politic and warlike 
sovereign. Tire profuse and courteous philanthropist sours into a hater 
and scorner of his kind. The tyrant is altered, by the chastening of 
affliction, into a pensive moralist. The veteran general, distinguished by 
coolness, sagacity, and self-command, sinks under a conflict between love 
strong as death, and jealousy cruel as the grave. The brave and loyal 
subject passes, step by step, to the extremities of human depravity. We 
trace his progrcss, from the first dawnings of unlawful amoition to the 
cynical melancholy of his impenitent remorse. Yet, in these pieces, 
there are no unnatural transitions. Nothing is omitted : nothing is 
crowded. Great as are the changes, narrow as is the compass within 
which they are exhibited, they shock us as little as the gradual alterations 
of those familiar faces which we see every evening and every morning. 
The magical skill of the poet resembles that of the Dervise in the 
Spectator, who condensed all the events of seven years into the single 
moment during which the king held his head under the water. 

It is deserving of remark, that, at the time of which we speak, 
the plays even of men not eminently distinguished by genius, — such, for 
example, as Jonson, — were far superior to the best works of imagination 
in other departments. 'I herefore, though we conceive that, from causes 
which we have already investigated, our poetry must necessarily have 
declined, we think that, unless its fate had been acc'clerated bv external 
attacks, it might have enjoyed an euthanasia, that genius might have been 
kept alive by the drama till its place could, in some degree, be supplied 
by taste, — that there would have been scarcely any interval between the 
age of sublime invention and that of agreeable imitation. The works of 
Shakspeare, which were not appreciated with any degree of justice before 
the middle of the eighteenth century, might then have been the recog- 
nised standards of excellence during the latter part of the seventeenth ; 
and he and the great Elizabethan writers might have been almost im- 
mediately succeeded by a generation of poets similar to those who adorn 
our own times. 

But the Puritans drove imagination from its last asylum. They 
prohibited theatrical representations, and stigmatised the whole race of 
dramatists as enemies of morality and religion. Much that is objection- 
able may be found in the writers whom they reprobated ; but whether 
they took the best measures for stopping the evil appears to us very 
doubtful, and must, we think, have appeared doubtful to themselves, 
when, after the lapse of a few years, they saw the unclean spirit whom 
they had cast out return to his old haunts, with seven others fouler than 
himself. 

By the extinction of the drama, the fashionable school of poetiy, — a 
school without truth of sentiment or harmony of versification, — without 
the powers of an earlier, or the correctness of a later age, — was left to 
enjoy undisputed ascendency. A vicious ingenuity, a morbid quickness 
to perceive resemblances and analogies between things apparently he^r- 
ogeneous, constituted almost its only claim to admiration. Suckling 
was dead. Milton wai|.absorb«d in political and theological controversy. 
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If Waller differed from the Cowleian sect of writers, he differed for the 
worse. He had as little poetry as they, and much less wit ; nor is the 
languor of his verses less offensive than the ruggedness of theirs. In 
Denham alone the faint dawn of a better manner was discernible. 

But, low as was the state of our poetry during the civil war and the 
Protectorate, a still deeper fall was at hand. Hitherto our literature had 
been idiomatic. In mind as in situation we had been islanders. The 
revolutions in our taste, like the revolutions in our government, had been 
settled without the interference of strangers. Had this state of things 
continued, the same just principles of reasoning which, about this time, 
were applied with unprecedented success to every part of philosophy 
would soon have conducted our ancestors to a sounder code of criticism. 
There were already strong signs of improvement. Our prose had at length 
worked itself clear from those quaint conceits which still deformed 
almost every metrical composition. The parliamentary debates, and the 
diplomatic correspondence of that eventful period, had contributed much 
to this reform. In such bustling times, it was absolutely necessary to 
speak and write to the purpose. The absurdities of Puritanism had, 
perhaps, done more. At the time when that odious style, which deforms 
the writings of Hall and of Lord Bacon, was almost universal, had 
appeared that stupendous work, the English Bible, — a book which, if 
everything else in our language should perish, would alone suffice to 
show the whole extent of its beauty and power. The respect which the 
translators felt for the original prevented them from adding any of the 
hideous decorations then in fashion. The groundwork of the version, 
indeed, was of an earlier age. The familiarity with which the Puritans, 
on almost every occasion, used the Scriptural phrases was no doubt very 
ridiculous ; but it produced good effects. It was a cant ; but it drove 
out a cant far more offensive. 

The highest kind of poetry is, in a great measure, independent of 
those circumstances which regulate the style of composition in prose. 
But with that inferior species of poetry which succeeds to it the case is 
widely different. In a few years, the good .sense and good taste which 
had weeded out affectation from moral and political treatises would, in 
the natural course of things, have effected a similar reform in the sonnet 
and the ode. The rigour of the victorious sectaries had relaxed. A 
dominant religion is never ascetic. The Government connived at 
theatrical representations, 'I he influence of Shakspeare was once more 
felt. But darker days were approaching. A foreign yoke was to be 
imposed on our literature. Charles, surrounded by the companions of 
his long exile, returned to govern a nation which ought never to have 
cast him out or never to have received him back. Every year which he 
had passed among strangers had rendered him more unfit to rule his 
countrymen. In France he had seen the refractory magistracy humbled, 
and royal prerogative, though exercised by a foreign priest in the name 
of a child, victorious over all opposition. This spectacle naturally 
gratified a prince to whose family Ihe opposition of Parliaments had 
been so fatal. Politeness was his solitary good quality. 1'he insults 
which he had suffered in Scotland had taught him to prize it. The 
effeminacy and apathy of his disposition fitted him to excel in it. The 
elegance and vivacity of the French manners fascinated him. With the 
political maxims and the social habits of his favourite people, he adopted 
their taste in composition, and, when seated on the throne, soon rendered 
it fashionable, partly by direct patronage, but still more by that con- 
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temptible policy, which, for a time, made England the last of the nations, 
and raised Louis the Fourteenth to a height of power and fame, such as 
no French sovereign had ever l>efore attained. 

It was to please Charles that rhyme was first introduced into our 
plays. Thus, a rising blow, which would at any time have been mortal, 
was dealt to the English Drama, then just recovering from its languishing 
condition. Two detestable manners, the indigenous and the imported, 
were now in a state of alternate conflict and amalgamation. The bom- 
bastic meanness of the new style was blended with the ingenious 
absurdity of the old ; and the mixture produced something which the 
world had never before seen, and which, we hope, it will never see 
again, — something, by the side of which the worst nonsense of all other 
ages appears to advantage — something, which those who have attempted 
to caricature it have, against their will, been forced to flatter — of whicli 
the tragedy of Bayes is a very favourable specimen. What Lord Dorset 
observed to Edward Howard might have been addressed to almost all 
his contemporaries — 

“ As skilful divers to the bottom fall 
Swifter than those who cannot swim at all ; 

So, in this way of writing without thinking, 

Thou hast a strange alacrity in sinking.” 

From this reproach some clever men of the world must be excepted, 
and among them Dorset himself. Though by no means great poets, or 
even good versifiers, they always wrote with meaning, and sometimes 
with wit. Nothing indeed more strongly .shows to what a mi.serable 
state literature had fallen, than the immense superiority which the 
occasional rhymes, carelessly thrown on paper by men of this class, 
posses.s over the elaborate productions of almo.st all the professed authors. 
The reigning taste was so bad, that the success of a writer was in inverse 
proportion to his labour, and to his desire of excellence. An exception 
must be made for Butler, who had as much wit and learning as Cowley, 
and who knew, what Cowley never knew, how to use them. A great 
command of good homely English distinguishes him still more from the 
other writers of the time. As for Gondibert, those may criticise it who 
can read it. Imagination was extinct. Taste was depraved. Poetry, 
driven from palaces, colleges, and theatres, had found an asylum in the 
obscure dwelling where a Great Man, born out of due season, in disgrace, 
penury, pain, and blindness, still kept uucontaminated a character and a 
genius worthy of a better age. 

Everything about Milton is wonderful ; but nothing is so wonderful as 
that, in an age so unfavourable to poetry, he should have produced the 
greatest of modern epic poems. We are not sure that this is not in some 
degree to be attributed to his want of sight. The imagination is notori- 
ously most active when the external world is shut out. In sleep its 
illusions are perfect.. They produce all the effect of realities. In dark- 
ness its visions are always more distinct than in the light. Every person 
who amuses himself with what is called building castles in the air must 
have experienced this. We know artists who, before they attempt to 
draw a face from memory, close their eyes, that they may recall a more 
perfect image of the features and the expression. We are therefore in- 
clined to believe that the genius of Milton may have been preserved from 
the influence of times so unfavourable to it by his infirmity. Be this as 
it may, his work.s at first enjoyed a very small share of popularity. To 
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be neglected by his contemporaries was the penalty which he paid for 
surpassing them. His great poem was not generally studied or admired 
till writers far inferior to him had, by obsequiously cringing to the public 
taste, acquired sufficient favour to reform it. 

Of these, Dryden was the most eminent. Amidst the crowd of authors 
who, during the earlier years of Charles the Second, courted notoriety 
by every species of absurdity and aifectation, he speedily became con- 
spicuous. No man exercised so much influence on the age. The reason 
is obvious. On no man did the age exercise so much influence. He was 
perhaps the greatest of those whom we have designated as the critical 
poets ; and his literary career exhibited, on a reduced scale, the whole 
history of the school to which he belonged, — the rudeness and extrava- 
gance of its infancy, — the propriety, the grace, the dignified good sense, 
the temperate splendour of its maturity, liis imagination was torpid, till 
it was awakened by his judgment. He began with quaint parallels and 
empty mouthing. He gradually acquired the energy of the satirist, the 
gravity of the moralist, the rapture of the lyric poet. The revolution 
through which English literature has been passing, from the time of 
Cowley to that of Scott, may l^e seen in miniature within the compass of 
his volumes. 

His life divides itself into two parts. There is some debatable ground 
on the common frontier ; but the line may be drawn with tolerable accu- 
racy. The year 1678 is that on which we should be inclineti to fix as the 
date of a great change in his manner. During the preceding period 
appeared some of his courtly panegyrics — his Annus Mirabilis, and most 
of his plays ; indeed, all his rhyming tragedies. 'I'o the subsequent 
period Wong his best dramas, — All for Love, The Spanish Friar, and 
Sebastian,— his satires, his translations, his didactic poems, his fables, 
and his odes. 

Of the small pieces which were presented to chancellors and princes it 
would scarcely be fair to speak. The greatest advantage which the Fine 
Arts derive from the extension of knowledge is, that the patronage of 
individuals l^ecomes unnecessary. Some writers still affect to regret the 
age of patronage. None but bad writers have reason to regret it. It is 
always an age of general ignorance. Where ten thousand readers are 
eager for the appearance of a Ixiok, a small contribution from each 
makes up a splendid remuneration for the author. Where literature is a 
luxury, confined to few, each of them must pay high. If the Empress 
Catherine, for example, wanted an epic poem, she must have wholly 
supported the poet ; — ^just as, in a remote country village, a man who 
wants a muttonchop is sometimes forced to take the whole sheep ; — a 
thing which never happens where the demand is large. But men who 
pay largely for the gratification of their taste, will expect to have it united 
with some gratification to their vanity. Flattery is carried to a shameless 
extent ; and the habit of flattery almost inevitably introduces a false taste 
into composition. Its language is made up of hyperbolical common- 
places, — offensive from their triteness, — still more offensive from their 
extravagance. In no school is the trick of overstepping the modesty of 
nature so speedily acquired. The writer, accustomed to find exaggera- 
tion acceptable and necessary on one subject, uses it on all. It is not 
strange, therefore, that the early pane^rical verse#Of Dryden should be 
made up of meanness and bombast. They abound with the conceits which 
his immediate predecessors had brought intq fashion. But his language 
and his versification Were already far superior to theirs. 



JOHN DRVDEN. lii 

The Annus Mirabilis shows great command of expression, and a fine 
ear for heroic rhyme. Here its merits end. Not only has it no claim lo 
be called poetry, but it seems to be the work of a man who could never, 
by a^ po.ssibility, write poetry. Its affected similes are the best part of 
it. Gaudy weeds present a more encouraging spectacle than utter 
barrenness. There is scarcely a single stanza in this long work to which 
the imagination seems to have contributed anything. It is produced, 
not by creation, but by construction. It is made up, not of pictures, but 
of inferences. We will give a single instance, and certainly a favourable 
instance, — a quatrain which Johnson has praised. Dryden is describing 
the sea-fight with the Dutch — 

‘‘Amidst whole heaps of spices lights a ball ; 

And now their odours armed against them fly. 

Sotne preciously by shattered prnxelain fall, 

And some by aromatic splinters die.” 

The poet should place his readers, as nearly as possible, in the situation 
of the sufferers or the spectators. His narration ouglit to produce feelings 
similar to tho.se which would be excited by the event itself. Is this the 
case here? Who, in a sea-fight, ever thouglit of the price of the china 
which beats out the brains of a sailor ; or of the odour of the splinter 
which shatters his leg? It is not by an act of the imagination, at once 
calling up the scene before tiie interior eye, but by painful meditation, — 
by turning the subject round and round, — by tracing out facts into remote 
consequences, — that these incongruous topics are introduced into the 
description. Homer, it is true, perpetually uses epithets which are not 
peculiarly appropriate. Achilles is the swift-footed, when he is .‘,itting 
still. Ulysses is the much-enduring, when he has nothing to endure. 
Every spear casts a long shadow, every ox has crooked horns, and every 
woman a high bosom, though these particulars may be quite beside the 
purpose. In our old ballads a similar practice prevails. The gold is 
always red, and the ladies always gay, thougl) nothing whatever may 
depend on the hue of the gold, or the temper of live ladies. Hut these 
adjectives are mere cu.^tomary additions. They merge in the substantives 
to which they are attached. If they at all colour the idea, it is witli a 
tinge so slight as in no respect to alter the general effect. In the passage 
which we have c[uoted from Dryden the case is very different. Preciously 
and aromatic divert our whole attention to iheinstdves, and dissolve the 
image of the battle in a moment. The whole poem reminds us of 
Lucan, and of the worst parts of Lucan,- -the sea-fight in llie Hay of 
Marseilles, for example. The description of the two fleets during the 
night is })erhaps the only passjige which ought to be exempted from this 
censure. If it was from the Annus Mirabilis that Milton formed his 
opinion, when he pronounced Dryden a good rliymer but no poet, he 
certainly judged correctly. But Dryden was, as we have said, one of 
those writers in whom the period of imagination does not precede, but 
follow, the period of observation and reflection. 

His plays, his rhyming plays in particular, are admirable subjects for 
those who wish to study the morbid anatomy of the drama. He was 
utterly destitute of thc.powcr of exhibiting real human beings. Even in 
the far inferior talent of composing characters out of those elements into 
which the imperfect process of our reason can resolve them, he was very 
deflcieut. His men are not even good personifications ; they are not 
well-assorted assemblages of qualities. Now and then, indeed, he seizes 
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a very coarse and marked distinction, and gives us, not a likeness, but a 
strong caricature, in which a single peculiarity is protruded, and every- 
thing else neglected ; like the Marquis of Granby at an inn-door, whom 
we know by nothing but his baldness ; or Wilkes, who is Wilkes only 
in his squint. These are the best specimens of his skill. For most of 
his pictures seem, like Turkey carpets, to have been expressly designed 
not to resemble anything in the heavens above, in the earth beneath, or 
in the waters under the earth. 

The latter manner he practises most frequently in his tragedies, the 
former in his comedies. The comic characters are, without mixture, 
loathsome and despicable. The men of Etherege and Vanbrugh are bad 
enough. Tliose of Smollett are perhaps worse. But they do not ap- 
proach to the Celadons, the Wildbloods, the Woodalls, and the Rho- 
dophils of Dryden. The vices of these last are set off by a certain fierce 
hard impudence, to which we know nothing comparable. Their love is 
the appetite of beasts ; their friendship the confederacy of knaves. The 
ladies seem to have been expressly created to form helps meet for such 
gentlemen. In deceiving and insulting their old fathers they do not 
perhaps exceed the license which, by immemorial prescription, has been 
allowed to heroines. But they also cheat at cards, rob strong boxes, put 
up their favours to auction, betray their friends, abuse their rivals in the 
style of Billingsgate, and invite their lovers in the language of the Piazza. 
These, it must be remembered, are not the valets and waiting-women, 
the Mascarilles and Nerines, but the recognised heroes and heroines who 
appear as the representatives of good society, and who, at the end of the 
fifth act, marry and live very happily ever after. The sensuality, base- 
ness, and malice of their natures is unredeemed by any quality of a dif- 
ferent description, — by any touch of kindness, — or even by any honest 
burst of hearty hatred and revenge. We are in a world where there is no 
humanity, no veracity, no sense of shame, — a world for which any good- 
natured man would gladly take in exchange the society of Milton’s devils. 
But as soon as we enter the regions of Tragedy, we find a great change. 
There is no lack of fine sentiment there. Metastasio is surpassed in his 
own department. Scuderi is out-scuderied. We are introduced to 
people whose proceedings we can trace to no motive,- -of whose feel- 
ings we can form no more idea than of a sixth sense. We have left a 
race of creatures, whose love is as delicate and affectionate as the pas- 
sion which an alderman feels for a turtle. We find ourselves among 
beings, whose love is a purely disinterested emotion, — a loyalty extend- 
ing to passive obedience, — a religion, like that of the Quietists, unsup- 
ported by any sanction of hope or fear. We see nothing but despotism 
w’ithout power, and sacrifices without compensation. 

We will give a few iiustances. In Aurengzebe, Arimant, governor of 
Agra, falls in love with his prisoner Indamora, She rejects his suit with 
scorn ; but assures him that she shall make great use of her power over 
him. He threatens to be angry. She answers, very coolly : 

“ Do not ; your auger, like your love, is vain : 

Whene’er I please, you must be pleased again. 

Knowing what power I have your will to bend, 

I ’ll use it ; for 1 need just such a friend.” 

This is no idle menace. She soon brings a letter addressed to his rival, 
—orders him to read it, — asks him wl^ether he thinks it sufficiently 
tender, — and finally commands him to carry it himself. Such tyranny as 
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tnis, it may be thought, would justify resistance. Arimant does indeed 
venture to remonstrate : — 

“This fatal paper rather let me tear, 

Than, like Bellerophon, my sentence bear.’* 

The answer of the lady is incomparable : — 

“You may ; but ’twill not be your best advice ; 

’Twill only give me pains of writing twice. 

You know you must obey me, soon or late. 

Why should you vainly struggle with your fate ? ” 

Poor Arimant seems to be of the same opinion. He mutters something 
about fate and free-will, and walks off with the billet-doux. 

In the Indian Emperor, Montezuma presents Almeria with a garland 
as a token of his love, and offers to make her his queen. She 
replies : — 

“ I take this garland, not as given by you ; 

But as my merit’s and my i:)eauty’s due ; 

As for the crown which you, my slave, possess. 

To share it with you would but make me less.” 

In return for such i)roofs of tenderness as these, her admirer consents 
to murder his two sons and a benefactor to whom he feels the warmest 
gratitude. Lyndaraxa, in the Conquest of Granada, assumes the same 
lofty tone with Abdelmelech. He complains that she smiles upon his 
rival. 


“ Lymi. And when did I my power so far resign, 

That you should regulate each look of mine ? 

Abdel, Then, when you gave your love, you gave that power. 

Lynd, ’Twas during pleasure — ’tis revoked this hour. 

AbdeL I ’ll hate you, and this visit is my last. 

Lynd. Do, if you can : you know I hold you fast.” 

That these passages violate all historical propriety, that sentiments to 
which nothing similar was ever even affected except by the cavaliers of 
Europe, are transferred to Mexico and Agra, is a light accusation. We 
have no objection to a conventional world, an Illyrian puritan, or a 
Bohemian seaport. While the faces are good, we care little about the 
back -ground. Sir Joshua Reynolds says that the curtains and hangings 
in an historical painting ought to be, not velvet or cotton, but merely 
drapery. The same principle should be applied to poetry and romance. 
The truth of character is the first object ; the truth of place and time is 
to be considered only in the second place. Puff himself could tell the 
actor to turn out his toes, and remind him that Keeper Hatton was a 
great dancer. We wish that, in our own time, a writer of a very dif- 
ferent order from Puff had not too often forgotten human nature in the 
niceties of upholstery, millinery, and cookery. 

We blame Dryden, not because the persons of his dramas are not 
Moors or Americans, but because they are not men and women -not 
because love, such as he represents it, could not exist in a harem or in a 
wigwam, but because it could not exist anywhere. As is the love of his 
heroes, such are all their other emotions. All their qualities, their 
courage, their generosity, their pride, are on the same colossal scale. 
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Justice and prudence are virtues which can exist only in a moderate 
degree, and which change their nature and their name if pushed to excess. 
Of justice and prudence, therefore, Dryden leaves his favourites destitute. 
He did not cave to give them what he could not give without measure. 
The tyrants and ruffians are merely the heroes altered by a few touches, 
similar to those which transformed the honest face of Sir Roger de 
Coverley into the Saracen’s head. Through the grin and frown the 
original features are still perceptible. 

It is in the tragi-comedies that these absurdities strike us most. The 
two races of men, or rather the angels and the baboons, are there 
prf ented to us together. We meet in one scene with nothing but gross, 
selfish, unblushing, lying libertines of both sexes, who, as a punishment 
we suppose, for their depravity, are condemned to talk nothing but prose. 
But, as soon as we meet with people who speak in verse, we know that 
we are in society which would have enraptured the Cathos and Madelon 
of Moliere, in society for which Oroondates would have too little of the 
lover, and Clelia too much of the coquette. 

As Dryden was unable to render his plays interesting by means of that 
which is the peculiar and appropriate excellence of the drama, it was 
necessary that he should find some substitute for it. In his comedies he 
supplied its place, sometimes by wit, but more frequently by intrigue, by 
disguises, mistakes of persons, dialogues at cross purposes, hair-breadth 
escapes, perplexing concealments, and surprising disclosures. He thus 
succeeded at least in making these jiieces very amusing. 

In his tragedies he trusted, and not altogether without reason, to his 
diction and his versification. It was on this account, in all probability, 
that he so eagerly adopted, and so reluctantly abandoned, the practice of 
rhyming in his plays. What is unnatural appears less unnatural in that 
species of verse than in lines which approach more nearly to common 
conversation ; and in the management of the heroic couplet Dryden has 
never been equalled. It Is unnecessary to urge any arguments against a 
fashion now universally condemned. But it is worthy of observation, 
that, though Dryden was deficient in that talent which blank verse ex- 
hibits to the greatest advantage, and was certainly the best writer of 
heroic rhyme in our language, yet the plays which have, from the time of 
their first appearance, been considered as his l)est, are in blank verse. 
No experiment can be more decisive. 

It must be allowed that the worst even of the rhyming tragedies con- 
tains good description and magnificent rhetoric. But, even when we 
forget that they are plays, and, passing by their dramatic improprieties, 
consider them with reference to the language, we are perpetually disgusted 
by passages which it is difficult to conceive how any author could have 
written, or any audience have tolerated, rants in which the raving 
violence of the manner forms a strange contrast with the abject tameness 
of the thought. The author laid the whole fault on the audience, and 
declared that, when he wrote them, he considere<l them bad enouL'h to 
please. This defence is unworthy of a man of genius, and, after all, is no 
defence. Otway pleased without rant ; and so might Dryden have done, 
if he had possessed the powers of Otway. The fact is, that he had a 
tendency to bombast, which, though subsequently corrected by time and 
thought, was never wliolly removed, and which showed itself in perform- 
ances not designed to please the rude mob of the theatre. 

Some indulgent critics have represented this failing as an indication of 
genius, as the profusion of unlimited wealth, the wantonness of exuberant 
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vigour. To us it seems to bear a nearer affinity to the tawdriness of 
poverty, or the spasms and convulsions of weakness. Dry den surely had 
not more imagination than Homer, Dante, or Milton, who never fall into 
this vice. 'I’he swelling diction of .dl^schylus and Isaiah resembles that of 
Almanzor and Maximin no more than the tumidity of a muscle resembles 
the tumidity of a boil. The former is .symptomatic of health and strength, 
the latter of debility and disease. If ever Shakspeare rants, it is not 
when hU imagination is hurrying him along, but when he is hurrying his 
imagination along, — when his mind is for a moment jaded, — when, as 
was said of Euripides, he resembles a lion, who excites his own fury by 
lashing himself with his tail. What happened to Shak.spcare from the 
occasional suspension of his powers happened to Dryden from constant 
impotence. He, like his confederate Lee, had judgment enough to 
appreciate the great poets of the preceding age, but not judgment enough 
to slum competition with them. He felt and admired their wild and 
daring sublimity. That it belonged to another age than that in wdiich he 
lived and required other talents than those which he possessed, that, in 
aspiring to emulate it, be was wasting, in a hopeless attempt, powers 
which might render him pre-eminent in a different career, was a lesson 
which he did not learn till late. As those knavish enthusiasts, the French 
prophets, courted inspiration by mimicking the wri things, swoonings, and 
gaspings which they considered as its symptoms, he attempted, by 
affected fits of poetical fury, to bring on a real paroxysm ; and, like 
them, he got nothing but his distortions for his pains. 

Horace very happily compares those who, in his time, imitated Pindar 
to the youth who attempted to fly to heaven on waxen wings, and who 
experienced so fatal and ignominious a fall. His own admirable good 
sense preserved him from this error, and taught him to cultivate a style 
in which excellence was within his reach. Dryden had not the same 
self-knowledge, lie saw' that the greatest poets w ere never so successful 
a.s when they ru.shed beyond the ordinary bounds, and that .some inex- 
plicable good fortune preserved them from tripping even when they 
staggered on the brink of nonsense. He did not perceive that they 
were guided and sustained by a power denied to himself. They wrote 
from the dictation of the imagination ; and they found a i-esponse in the 
imaginations of others. He, on the contrary, sat down to work himself, 
by reflection and argument, into a deliberate wdldness, a rational frenzy. 

In looking over the admirable designs w^hich accompany the Faust, w'e 
have always been much struck by one which represents the w'izard and 
the tempter riding at firil speed. The demon sits on his furious horse as 
heedlessly as if he were reposing on a chair. That he should keep his 
saddle in such a posture, would .seem impos.sible to any who did not know 
that he was secure in the privileges of a superhuman nature. The atti- 
tude of F aust, on the contrary, is the perfection of horsemanship. Poets 
of the first order might safely write as desperately as Mephistopheles 
rode. But Dryden, though admitted to communion with higher spirits, 
thoifgh armed with a portion of their power, and intrusted with some of 
their secrets, was of another race. What they might securely venture to 
do, it was madness in him to attempt. It was necessary that taste and 
critical science should supply his deficiencies. 

We will give a few examples. Nothing can be finer than the descrip- 
tion of Hector at the Grecian wall : — 

6 5 dp ^<r$op€ <paldip,ot 
Ni;xt1 00^ drdXavTf^ itwibwia' \ApLW€ 5^ 
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Xfi,€p!id\4(fi, rhv Uerro vepl xpot 8otd 5^ 

Aovp ix^v’ oi^K &v rlt fitu ipvKdKoi AvTi06\'fi(raSf 
Nocr^t deQv, 6 t iffaXro iri/Xas* irvpl 5’ 6it<T€ 
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N'^as dud yXatpvpds' 6pLados 5’ dXLacTos eTtJX^V' 

What daring expressions ! Yet how significant ! How picturesque ! 
Hector seems to rise up in his strength and fury. The gloom of night in 
his frown, — the fire burning in his eyes, — the javelins and the blazing 
armour, — the mighty rush through the gates and down the battlements, 
— the trampling and the infinite roar of the multitude, — everything is with 
us ; everything is real. 

Dryden has described a very similar event in Maximin, and has done 
his best to be sublime, as follows : — 

* ‘ There with a forest of their darts he strove, 

And stood like Capaneus defying Jove ; 

With his broad sword the boldest beating down, 

Till Fate grew pale, lest he should win the town, 

And turn’d the iron leaves of its dark book 
To make new dooms, or mend what it mistook.” 

How exquisite is the imagery of the fairy-songs in the Tempest and the 
Midsummer Night’s Dream ; Ariel riding through the twilight on the 
bat, or sucking in the bells of flowers with the bee ; or the little bower- 
women of Titania, driving the spiders from the couch of the Queen ! 
Dryden truly said, that 

** Shakspeare’s magic could not copied be ; 

Within that circle none durst walk but he.” 

It would have been well if he had not himself dared to step within the 
enchanted line, and drawn on himself a fate similar to that which, 
according to the old superstition, punished such j)resumptuous inter- 
ference. The following lines are parts of the song of his fairies : — 

“Merry, merry, merry, we sail from the East, 

Half-tippled at a rainbow feast. 

In the bright moonshine, while winds whistle loud, 

Tivy, tivy, tivy, we mount and we fly. 

All racking along in a downy white cloud ; 

And lest our leap from the sky prove .too far, 

We slide on the back of a new falling star. 

And drop from above 
In a jelly of love.” 

These are very favourable instances. Those who wish for a bad one may 
read the d 5 nng speeches of Maximin, and may compare them with the 
last scenes of Othello and Lear. 

If Dryden had died before the expiration of the first of the periods 
into which we have divided his literary life, he would have left a reputa- 
tion, at best, little higher than that of Lee or Davenant. He would have 
been known only to men of letters ; and by them he would have been 
mentioned as a writer who threw away, on subjects which he was incom- 
petent to treat, powers which, judiciously employed, might have raised 
him to eminence ; whose diction and whose mmi^rs had sometimes very 
high merit, but all whose works were blemished by a false taste, and by 
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errors or gross negligence. A few of his prologues and epilogues might 
perhaps still have been remembered and quoted. In these little pieces 
he early showed all the powers which afterwards rendered him the 
greatest of modern satirists. But, during the kaer part of his life, he 
gradually abandoned the drama. His plays ap^i^ared at longer intervals, 
lie renounced rfiyme in tragedy. His language .became less turgid — his 
characters less exaggerated. He did not indej 1 produce correct repre- 
sentations of human nature ; but he ceased daub such monstrous 
chimeras as those which abound in his earliei^pieces. Here and there 
passages occur worthy of the best ages of theH^ritish stage. The style 
which the drama requires changes with ever change of character and 
situation. He who can vary his manner to su» the variation is the great 
dramatist ; but he who excels in one mar er only will, when that 
manner happens to be appropriate, appear to 1 la great dramatist ; as the 
hands of a watch which does not go point rig Jronce in the twelve hours. 
Sometimes there is a scene of solemn deba'^'*/ d'his a mere rhetorician 
may write as well as the greatest tragedian l^/t|t ever lived. We confess 
that to us the speech of Sempronius in Cato ^}jms very nearly as good as 
Shakspeare could have made it. But when senate breaks up, and we 
find that the lovers and their mistresses, t^jhero, the villain, and the 
deputy-villain, nil continue to harangue ir same style, we perceive 
the difference between a man who can writh play and a man who can 
write a speech. In the same manner, wit, rtalent for description, or a 
talent for narration, may, for a time, pass fc dramatic genius. Dryden 
was an incomparable reasoner in verse. Heps conscious of his power ; 
he was proud of it ; and the authors of the Ipearsal justly charged him 
with abusing it. His warriors and princessesire fond of discussing points 
of amorous casuistry, such as would havJdelighted a Parliament of 
Love. They frequently go still deeper, ai( speculate on philosophical 
necessity and the origin of evil. j 

There were, however, some occasions wph absolutely required this 
peculiar talent. fhen Dryden was indeed i home. All his best scenes 
are of this description. 'I'hey are all be:een men ; for the heroes of 
Dryden, like many other gentlemen, can nej^r talk sense when ladies are 
in company. They are all intended to exh t the empire of reason over 
violent passion. 'We have two interlcKip, the one eager and im- 
passioned, the other high, cool, and judous. The composed and 
rational character gradually acquires the iendency. His fierce com- 
panion is first inflamed to rage by his repjiches, then overawed by his 
equanimity, convinced by his arguments, d soothed by his persuasions. 
This is the case in the scene between Hecjand Troilus, in that between 
Antony and Ventidius, and in that bejeen Sebastian and Dorax. 
Nothing of the same kind in Shakspears equal to them, except the 
quarrel between Brutus and Cassius, winds worth them all three. 

Some years before his death, Dryden a^^ether ceased to write for the 
stage. He had turned his powers in a iv direction, with success the 
most splendid and decisive. His tasttiad gradually awakened his 
creative faculties. The first rank in pa'j was beyond his reach ; but 
he challenged and secured the most hfurable place in the second. 
His imagination resembled the wings of ostrich; it enabled him to 
run, though not to soar. When he atfpted the highest flight.s, he 
became ridiculous ; but, while he remaii in a lower region, he out- 
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critical school of poetry. Indeed he carried his reforms too far for his 
age. After his death our literature retrograded ; and a century was 
necessary to bring it back to the point at which he left it. The general 
soundness and healthfuliiess of his mental constitution^ his information, of 
vast superficies, though cf small volume, his wit scarcely inferior to that 
of the most distinguished followers of Donne, his eloquence, grave, deli- 
berate, and commanding^ could not save him from disgraceful failure as 
a rival of Shakspeare, biv raised him far above the levcH of lloileau. His 
command of language wa immense. With him died the secret of the old 
poetical diction of Englaid, — the art of producing rich effects by familiar 
words. In the followingcentury it was as completely lost as the Gothic 
method of painting glass and was but poorly supplied by the laborious 
and tesselated imitations pf Mason and Gray. On the other hand, he 
was the first writer underjwhose skilful management the scientific voca- 
bulary fell into natural ind pleasing verse. In this department, he 
succeeded as completely his contemporary Giblions succeeded in the 
similar enterprise of carviij the most delicate flowers from heart of oak. 
The toughest and mast kptty parts of language became ductile at his 
touch. His versification, p the same manner, while it gave the first 
model of that neatness Jtd precision which the following generation 
esteemed so highly, exhibbd at the same time, the last examples of 
nobleness, freedom, varietlof pause, and cadence. Mis tragedies in 
rhyme, however worthless il themselves, had at least served the purpose 
of nonsense-verses ; they hi taught him all the arts of melody which the 
heroic couplet admits. For ;)mbast, his prevailing vice, his new subjects 
gave little opportunity ; his)etter taste gradually discarded it. 

He possessed, as we hay .aid, in a pre-eminent degree the power of 
reasoning in verse ; and this jwer was now peculiarly useful to him. Ilis 
logic is by no means unifony sound. On points of critici.sm, he always 
reasons ingeniously ; and ^fen he is disposed to be honest, correctly. 
But the theological and polinal questions which he undertook to treat 
in verse were precisely thosovhicn he understood least. His arguments, 
therefore, are often worthies But the manner in wliich they are stated 
is beyond all praise, d'he sie is transparent. The topics follow each 
other in the happiest ordei The objections are drawn up in such a 
manner that the whole fire qhe reply may be brought to bear on tliem. 
'rhe circumlocutions which substituted for technical phrases are clear, 
neat, and exact. The illustions at once adorn and elucidate the rea- 
soning. The sparkling epigns of Cowley, and the simple garrulity of 
the burlesque poets of Ital are alternately employed, in the happiest 
manner, to give effect to aat is obvious or de.arness to what is 
obscure. | 

His literary creed was ca'dic, even to latitudiuarianism ; not from 
any want of acuteness, but fri a disposition to be easily satisfied. He 
was quick to discern the smast glimpse of merit ; he was indulgent even 
to gross improprieties, wheaccompanied by any redeeming talent. 
When he said a severe thingi was to serve a temporary purpose, — to 
support an ar^ment, or t a rival. Never was so able a critic .so 
free from fastidiousness, .t^clived the old poets, especially Shakspeare. 
He admired the ingenui apich Donne and Cowley had so wildly 
abused. He did justice, .>^1, the general silence, to the memory of 
Milton. He praised to g, kies the school-boy lines of Addison. 
Always looking on the fair of every object, he admired extravagance 
on account of the invention he supposed it to indicate ; he excused 
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affectation in favour of wit ; he tolerated even tameness for the sake of 
the correctness which was its concomitant. 

It was probably to this turn of mind, rather than to the more disgraceful 
causes which Johnson has assigned, that we are to attribute the exaggera- 
tion which disfigures the panegyrics of Dryden. No writer, it must be 
owned, has carried the flattery of dedication to a greater length. But 
this was not, we siisj^ect, merely interested servility : it was the overflow- 
ing of a mind singularly disposed to admiration, — of a mind which 
diminished vices, and magnified virtues and obligations. The most 
adulatory of his addresses is that in which he dedicates the State of 
Innocence to Mary of Modena. Johnson thinks it strange that any man 
should use such language without self-detestation. But he has not 
remarked that to the very same work is prefixed an eulogium on Milton, 
which certainly could not have been acceptable at the Court of Charles 
the Second. Many years later, when Whig principles were in a great 
measure triumphant. Sprat refuserl to admit a monument of John Phillips 
into Westminster Abbey — because, in the epitaph, the name of Milton 
incidentally occurred. The walls of his church, he declared, should not 
lx; polluted by the name of a republican ! Dryden was attached, both by 
principle and interest, to the Court. But nothing could deaden his 
sensibility to excellence. We are unwilling to accuse him severely, 
because the same disposition, which pre mpted him to pay so generous a 
tribute to the memory of a poet whom his jiatrons detested, hunied him 
into extravagance when he descril)ed a princess distinguished by the 
splendour of her l>eauty and the graciousness of her manners. 

'Phis is an amiable temper ; but it is not the temj^er of great men. 
Where there is elevation of character, there will be fastidiousness. It is 
only in novels and on tombstones that we meet with people who are in- 
dulgent to the faults of others, and unmerciful to their own ; and 
Dryden, at all events, was not one of these paragons. His charity was 
extended most lil>erally to others ; but it certainly began at home. In 
taste he was by no means deficient. His critical works are, beyond all 
comparison, superior to any which had, till then, appeared in Ktugland. 
I'hey were generally intended as apologies for his own |X)ems, rather 
than as expositions of general principles ; he, therefore, often attempts to 
deceive the reader by sophistry which could .scarcely have deceived him- 
self. His dicta are the dicta, not of a judge, Init of an advocate : — often 
of an advocate in an unsound cause. Yet, in the very act of misrepre- 
senting the laws of composition, he shows how well he understands 
them. But he was perpetually acting against his better knowledge. 
His sins were sins against light. He Inisted that what was had W'ould be 
paixioned for the sake of what was good. What was good, he took no 
pains to make better. He was not, like most persons who rise to 
eminence, dissatisfied even with his best productions. He had set up 
no unattainable standard of perfection, the contemplation of w'hich might 
at once improve and mortify him. His path was not attended by an un- 
approachable miit^e of excellence, for ever receding, and for ever 
pursued. He was not disgusted by the negligence of others ; and he 
extended the same toleration to himself. Ills mind wcih of a slovenly 
character, — fond of splendour, but indifferent to neatness. Hence most 
of his writings exhibit the sluttish magnificence of a Russian noble, all 
vermin and diamonds, dirty linen and inestimable sables. Those faults 
which spring from affectation, lime an<l thought in a great measure 
removed fix)m his poems. Bui his carelessness he retained to the last. 

l 
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If towards the close of his life he less frequently went wrong from negli- 
gence, it was only because long habits of composition rendered it more 
easy to go right. In his best pieces we find false rhymes, — triplets, in 
which the third line appears to be a mere intruder, and, while it breaks 
the music, adds nothing to the meaning, — gigantic Alexandrines of 
fourteen and sixteen syllables, and truncated verses for which he never 
troubled himself to find a termination or a partner. 

Such are the beauties and the faults which may be found in profusion 
throughout the later works of Dry den. A more just and complete 
estimate of his natural and acquired powers, — of the merits of his style 
and of its blemishes, — may be formed from the Hind and Panther, than 
from any of his other writings. As a didactic poem, it is far superior to 
the Religio Laici. The satirical parts, particularly the character of 
Burnet, are scarcely inferior to the best passages in Absalom and 
Achitophel. There are, moreover, occasional touches of a tenderness 
which affects us more, because it is decent, rational, and manly, and re- 
minds us of the best scenes in his tragedies. His versification sinks and 
swells in happy unison with the subject ; and his wealth of language 
seems to be unlimited. Yet, the carelessness with which he has con- 
structed his plot, and the innumerable inconsistencies into which he is 
every moment falling, detract much from the pleasure which such various 
excellence affords. 

In Absalom and Achitophel he hit upon a new and rich vein, 
which he worked with signal .success. 'I'he ancient satirists were the 
subjects of a despotic government. They were compelled to abstain from 
political topics, and to confine their attention to the frailties of private 
life. They might, indeed, sometimes venture to take liberties with 
public men, 

“ Quorum Flaminia tegitur cinis atque Latina.” 

Thus Juvenal immortalised the obsequious senators who met to decide 
the fate of the memorable turbot. His fourth satire frequently reminds 
us of the great political poem of Dryden ; but it was not written till 
Domitian had fallen ; and it wants something of the peculiar flavour 
ivhich belongs to contemporary invective alone. His anger has stood so 
long that, though the body is not impaired, the effervescence, the first 
cream, is gone. Boileau lay under similar restraints ; and, if he had 
been free from all restraints, would have been no match for our country- 
man. 

The advantages which Dryden derived from the nature of his subject 
he improved to the very utmost. His manner is almost perfect. The 
style of Horace and Boileau is fit only for light subjects. The French- 
man did indeed attempt to turn the theological reasonings of the Pro- 
vincial Letters into verse, but with very indifferent success. The glitter 
of Pope is gold. The ardour of Persius is without brilliancy. Mag- 
nificent versification and ingenious conxbinations rarely harmonise with 
the expression of deep feeling. In Juvenal and Dryden alone we have 
the sparkle and the heat together. Those great satirists succeeded in 
communicating the fervour of their feelings to materials the most incom- 
bustible, and kindled the whole mass into a blaze, at once dazzling and 
destructive. We cannot, indeed, think, without regret, of the par^ 
which so eminent a writer as Dryden took in the disputes of iliat 
period. There was, no doubt, madness and wickedness on both sides. 
But there was liberty on the one, and despotism on the other. On this 
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point, however, we will not dwell. At Talavera the English and French 
troops for a moment suspended their conflict, to drink of a stream which 
flowed between them. The shells were passed across from enemy to 
enemy without apprehension or molestation. We, in the same manner, 
would rather assist om’ political adversaries to drink with us of that 
fountain of intellectual pleasure, which should l)e the common refresh- 
ment of both parties, than disturb and pollute it with the havoc of 
unseasonable hostilities. 

Macflecnoe is inferior to Absalom and Achitophel only in the subject. 
In the execution it is even superior. But the greatest work of Diyden 
was the last, the Ode on Saint Cecilia’s Day. It is the masterpiece of 
the second class of poetry, and ranks but just below the great models of 
the first. It reminds us of the Pedasus of Achilles — 

Us, Ktti dtnjrbs iwy, ^veO' tinroLi ddavdiTOicn. 

By comparing it with the impotent ravings of the heroic tragedies we 
may measure the progress which the mind of Dryden had made. He 
had learned to avoid a too audacious competition with higher natures, to 
keep at a distance from the verge of bombast or nonsense, to venture on 
no expression which did not convey a distinct idea to his own mind. 
There is none of tliat “ darkness visible ” of style which he had formerly 
affected, and in which the greatest poets only can succeed. Everything 
is definite, significant, and picUires(p»e. His early writings resembled 
the gigantic works of those Chinese gardeners udio attempt to rival 
nature lierself, to form cataracts of tcirific height and sound, to raise 
precipitous ridges of mountains, and to imitate in artificial plantations 
the vaslness and the gloom of some primeval forest. This manner he 
abandoned ; nor did he ever adopt the Dutch taste which Po|)e affected, 
the trim parterres, and the rectangular walks. He rather resembled our 
Kents and Browjis, who imitating tlie great features of landscape with- 
out emulating them, consulting the genius of the place, assisting nature 
and carefully dis-guising their art, produced, not a Chamouni or a Niagara, 
but a Stowe or a Hagley. 

We are, on the wliole, inclined to regret that Dryden did not accom- 
plish his purpose of writing an epic poem. It certainly would not have 
been a work of the highest rank. It would not have rivalled the Iliad, 
the Odyssey, or the Paradise Lost ; but it would have been superior to 
the productions of Apollonius, Lucan, or Statius, and not inferior to the 
Jerusalem Delivered. It would probably have been a vigorous narrative, 
animated with something of tlie spirit of the old romances, enriched with 
much splendid description, and interspervsed with fine declamations and 
disquisitions. The danger of Dryden would have been from aiming too 
high ; from dwelling too much, for example, on his angels of kingdoms, 
and attempting a competition with that great writer who in his own time 
had so incomparably succeeded in representing' to us the sights and 
.sounds of another world. I'o Milton, and to Milton alone, belonged the 
secrets of the great deep, the beach of sulphur, the ocean of fire, the 
palaces of the fallen dominations, glimmering through the everlasting 
shade, the silent wilderness of verdure and fragrance where armed angels 
kept watch over the sleep of the first lovers, the portico of diamond, the 
sea of jasper, the sapphire pavement empurpled with celestial roses, and 
the infinite ranks of the Cherubim, blazing with adamant and gold. The 
council, the tournament, the procession, the crowded cathedral, the camp, 
the guard-room, the chase, were the proper scenes for Dryden. 
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But we have not space to pass in review all the works which Dryden 
wrote. We, therefore, will not speculate longer on those which he might 
possibly have written. He may, on the whole, be pronounced to have 
been a man possessed of splendid talents, which he often abused, and of 
a sound judgment, the admonitions of which he often neglected ; a man 
who succeeded only in an inferior department of his art, but who, in that 
department, succeeded pre-eminently ; and who with a more independent 
spirit, a more anxious desite of excellence, and more respect for himself, 
would, in his own walk, have attained to absolute perfection. 
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(May 1828.) 

The Romance flj f{hto7‘y . England. By Henrv Nepi.r London, 1828. 

To write history respectably— that is, to abbreviate despatches, and make 
extracts from speeches, to intersperse in due pr >[X)rtion epithets of praise 
and abhorrence, to draw up antithetical characters of great men, setting 
forth how many contradictory virtues and vices they united, and “abound- 
ing in withs and withouts — all this is very easy. But to be a really great 
historian is perhaps the rarest of intellectual distinctions. Many scientific 
works are, in their kind, absolutely perfect. There are poems which we 
should be inclined to designate as faultless, or as disfigured only by 
blemishes which pass unnoticed in the general blaze of excellence. I'here 
are .speeches, some speeches of Demosthenes particularly, in which it 
would be imtx)ssible to alter a word without altering it for the worse. 
But we are acquainted with no history which approaches to our notion 
of what a history ought to be — with no history which does not widely 
depart, either on the right hand or on the left, from the exact line. 

'Phe cause may easily be assigned. This province of literature is a de- 
batable land. It lies on the confines of two distinct territories. It is 
under the jurisdiction of two hostile |x)wers ; and, like other districts 
similarly situated, it is ill defined, ill cultivated, and ill regulated. 
Instead of being equally shared l)etween its two rulers, the Reason and 
the Imagination, it falls alternately under the sole and absolute dominion 
of each. It is sometimes fiction. It is sometimes theory. 

History, it has been said, is philosophy teaching by examples. Un- 
happily, what the philosophy gains in soundness and depth the examples 
generally lose in vividness. A perfect historian must possess an 
imagination sufficiently powerful to make his narrative affecting and 
picturesque. Yet he must control it so absolutely as to content himself 
with the materials wdiich he finds, and to refrain from supplying de- 
ficiencies by additions of his own. lie must be a profound and ingenious 
rea.soner. Yet he must possess sufficient self-command to abstain from 
casting his facts in the mould of his hypothesis. Those who can justly 
estimate these almost insuperable difficulties will not think it strange 
that every writer should have failed, either in the narrative or in the 
speculative department of history. 

It may be laid down as a general rule, though subject to considerable 
qualifications and exceptions, that history begins in novel and ends in 
essay. Of the romantic historians Herodotus is the earliest and the 
best. Ilis animation, his simple-hearted tenderness, his womlerfuMalent 
for description and dialogue, and the pure sweet flow of his language^ 
place him at the heail of narrators. He reminds us of a delightful child. 
There is a grace beyoml the reach of affectation in his awkwardnes^ a 
malice in his innocence, an intelligence in his nonsense, an insinuating 
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eloquence in his lisp. We know of no writer who makes such interest 
for himself and his lx)ok in the heart of the reader. At the distance of 
three-and-twenty centuries, we feel for him the same sort of pitying fond- 
ness which Fontaine and Gay are .said to have inspired in society. He 
has written an incomparable book. He has written something better 
perhaps than the best history ; but he has not written a good history ; 
he is, from the first to the last chapter, an inventor. We do not here 
refer merely to those gross fictions with which he has been reproached by 
the critics of later times. We speak of that colouring which is equally 
diffused over his whole narrative, and which perpetually leaves the most 
sagacious reader in doubt what to reject and what to receive. The most 
authentic parts of his work bear the same relation to his wildest legends 
which Henry the Fifth bears to the Tem[)est. There was an expedition 
undertaken by Xerxes against Greece ; and there was' an invasion of 
France. There was a battle at Platcea; and there was a battle at 
Agincourt. Cambridge and Exeter, the Constable and the Dauphin, 
were persons as real as Deinaratus and Pausanias. The harangue of the 
Archbishop on the Salic Law and the Book of Numbers differs much 
less from the orations which have in all ages proceeded from the right 
reverend bench than the speeches of Mardonius and Artabanus from 
those which were delivered at the council-board of Susa. .Shakspeare 
gives us enumerations of armies, and returns of killed and wounded, 
which are not, we suspect, much less accurate than those of Herodotus. 
There are passages in Herodotus nearly as long as acts of Shakspeare, 
in which everything is told dramatically, and in which the narrative serves 
only the purpose of stage-directions. It is possible, no doubt, that the 
substance of some real conversations may have been reported to the 
historian. But events which, if they ever happened, happened in ages 
and nations so remote that the particulars could never have been known 
to him, are related with the greatest minuteness of detail. We have all 
that Candaules said to Gyges, and all that passed l>etween Astyages and 
Harpagus. Wc are, therefore, unable to judge whether, in the account 
which he gives of transactions respecting which he might possibly have 
been well informed, we can trust to anything beyond the naked outline i 
whether, for example, the answer of Gelon to the ambassadors of the 
Grecian confederacy, or the expressions which passed between Aristides 
and Themistocles at their famous interview, have been correctly trans- 
mitted to us. The great events are, no doubt, faithfully related. So, 
probably, are many of the slighter circumstances ; but which of them it 
is impossible to ascertain. The fictions are so much like the facts, and 
the facts so much like the fictions, that, wdth respect to many most 
interesting particulars, our belief is neither given nor withheld, but 
remains in an uneasy and interminable state of abeyance. We know 
that there is truth ; but we cannot exactly decide where it lies. 

The faults of Herodotus are the faults of a simple and imaginative 
mind. Children and servants are remarkably Hcrodotean in their style of 
narration. They tell everything dramatically. Their says hes and says 
shes are proverbial. Every person who has had to .settle their disputes 
knows that, even when they have no intention to deceive, their reports 
of conversation always require to be carefully sifted. If an educated man 
were giving an account of the late change of administration, he would 
say — “ Lord Goderich resigned ; and the King, in consequence, .sent for 
fhe Duke of Wellington.” A porter tells tlie story as if he had l>een hid 
behind the curtains of the royal bed at Windsor : “So Lord Goderich 
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says, * I cannot manage this business ; I must go out.’ So the King 
says, — says he, * Well, then, 1 must send for the Duke of Wellington — 
that ’s all.’ ” This is in the very manner of the father of history. 

Herodotus wrote as it was natural that he should write. He wrote for 
a nation susceptible, airious, lively, insatiably desirous of novelty and ex- 
citement ; for a nation in which the fine arts had attained their highest 
excellence, but in which philosophy was still in its infancy. His country- 
men had but recently begun to cultivate prose composition. Public 
transactions had generally been recorded in verse. I he first historians 
might, therefore, indulge without fear of censure in the license allowed 
to their predecessors the bards. Books were few. d'he events of former 
times were learned from tradition and from popular ballads ; the manneis 
of foreign countries from the reports of travellers. It is well known that 
the mystery which overhangs what is distant, either in space or time, fre- 
quently prevents us from censuring as unnatural what we i)eiceive to be 
impossible. We stare at a dragoon who has killed three French 
cuirassiers, as a prodigy ; yet we read, without the least disgust, how 
Godfrey slew his thousands, and Rinaldo his ten thousands. Within the 
last hundieu years, stories about China and Bantam, which ought not to 
have imposed on an old nurse, were gravely laid down as foundations of 
political theories by eminent philosophers. What the time of the 
Crusades is to us, the generation of Croesus and Solon was to the Greeks 
of the time of Herodotus. Babylon was to them what Pekin was to the 
French academicians of the last century. ✓ 

P'or such a people was the book of Herodotus composed ; and, if we 
may trust to a report, not sanctioned indeed by writers of high authority, 
but in itself not improbable, it was composed, not to be read, but to be 
heard. It was not to the slow circulation of a few copies, wliich the rich 
only could possess, that the aspiring author looked for his reward. The 
great Olympian festival, — the solemnity which collected multitudes, 
proud of the Grecian name, from the wildest mountains of Doris, and the 
remotest colonies of Italy and Libya, — was to witness his triumjdi. The 
interest of the narrative, and the beauty of the style, were aided by the 
imposing effect of recitation, — by the splendour of the spectacle, — by the 
powerful influence of sympathy. A critic who couhi have asked for 
authorities in the midst of such a scene must have been of a cold and 
sceptical nature ; and few such critics were there. As was the historian, 
such were the auditors, — inquisitive, credulous, easily moved by religious 
awe or patriotic enthusiasm. I'hcy were the very men to hear with 
delight of strange beasts, and birds, and trees, — of dwarfs, and giants, and 
cannibals — of gods, whose very names it was impiety to utter, — of ancient 
dynasties, which had left behind them monuments surpassing all the 
works of later limes, — of towns like provinces, — of rivers like seas,— of 
stupendous walls, and temples, and pyramids, — of the rites which the 
Magi performed at daybreak on the tops of the mountains, — of the 
secrets inscribed on the eternal obelisks of Memphis. With equal 
delight they would have listened to the graceful romances of their own 
country. They now heard of the exact accomplishment of obscure pre- 
dictions, of the punishment of crimes over which the justice of heaven 
had seemed to slumber, — of dreams, omens, warnings from the dead, — of 
princesses, for whom noble suitors contended in every generous exercise 
of strength and skill, — of infants, strangely preserved from the dagger of 
the assassin, to fulfil high destinies. 

As the narrative approached their own times, the interest became still 
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more absorbing. The chronicler had now to tell the story of that great 
conflict from which Europe dates its intellectual and political supremacy, 
— a story which, even at this distance of time, is the most maiwellous 
and the most touching in the annals of the human race, — a story abound' 
ing with all that is wild and wonderful, with all that is pathetic and 
animating ; with the gigantic caprices of infinite wealth and despotic 
power — with the mightier miracles of wisdom, of virtue, and of courage. 
He told them of rivers dried up in a day, — of provinces famished for a 
meal, — of a passage for ships hewn through the mountains, — of a road 
for armies spread upon the waves, — of monarchies and commonwealths 
swept away, — of anxiety, of ten or, of confusion, of despair ! — and then of 
proud and stubborn hearts tried in that extremity of evil, and not found 
wanting, — of resistance long maintained against desperate otids, — of lives 
dearly sold, when resistance could be maintained no more, — of signal 
deliverance, and of unsparing revenge. Whatever gave a stronger air of 
reality to a narrative so well calculated to inflame the passions, and to 
flatter national pride, was certain to be favourably received. 

Between the time at which Herodotus is said to have composed his 
history, and the close of the Peloponnesian war, about forty years 
elapsed, — forty yeai*s, crowded with great military and political events. 
The circumstances of that period produced a great effect on the Grecian 
character ; and nowhere was this effect $0 remarkable as in the illus- 
trious democracy of Athens. An Athenian, indeed, even in the time of 
Herodotus, would scarcely have written a book so romantic and garrulous 
as that of Herodotus. As civilisation advanced, the citizens of that 
famous republic became still less visionary, and still less simple-hearted. 
They aspired to know where their ancestoi*s had been content to doubt ; 
they began to doubt where their ancestors had thought it their duty to 
believe. Aristophanes is fond of alluding to this change in the temper 
of his countrymen. The father and son, in the Cloucls, are evidently 
representatives of the generations to which they respectively belonged. 
Nothing more clearly illustrates the nature of this moral revolution than 
the change which passed upon tragedy. Tlie wild sublimity of /Eschylus 
became the scoff of every young Phidippides. Lectures on abstruse points 
of philosophy, the fine distinctions of casuistry, and the dazzling fence of 
rhetoric, were substituted for poetry. The language lost something of 
that infantine sweetness which had characterised it. It l>ecame less like 
the ancient Tuscan, and more like the modern French. ^ 

The fashionable logic of the Greeks was, indeed, far from strict. 
Logic never can be strict where books are scarce, and where information 
is conveyed orally. We are all aware how frequently fallacies, which, 
when set down on paper, are at once detected, pass for unanswerable argu- 
ments when dexterously and volubly urged in Parliament, at the bar, or in 
private conversation. 'Fhe reason is evident. We cannot inspect them 
closely enough to perceive their inaccuracy. We cannot readily compare 
them with each other. We lose sight of one part of the subject before 
another, which ought to be received in connection with it, comes before 
us ; and as there is no immutable record of what has l)ecn admitted and 
of w’hat has been denied, direct contradictions pass muster with little 
difficulty. Almost all the education of a Cheek consisted in talking and 
listening. His opinions on government were picked up in the debates of 
the assembly. If he wished to study metaphysics, instead of shutting 
himself up with a book, he walked down to t]?e market-place to look for 
a sophist. So completely were men formed to these habits, that even 
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writing acquired a conversational air. The philosophers adopted the 
form of dialogue,^ as the most natural mode of communicating knowledge. 
Their reasonings have the merits and the defects which belong to that 
species of composition, and are characterised rather by quickness and 
subtilty than by depth and precision. Truth is exhibited in parts, and 
by glimpses. Innumerable clever hints are given ; but no sound and 
durable system is erected. The ar^umentum ad hominem, a kind of 
argument most efficacious in debate, but utterly useless for the investiga- 
tion of general principles, is among their favourite resources. Hence, 
though nothing can be more admirable than the skill which Socrates 
displays in the conversations which Plato has reported or invented, his 
victories, for the most part, seem to us unprofitable. A trophy is set up ; 
but no new province is added to the dominions of the human mind. 

Still, where thousands of keen and ready intellects were constantly 
employed in speculating on the qualities of actions and on the principles 
of government, it was impossible that history should retain its whole 
character. It became less gossiping and less picturesijue ; but much 
more accurate, and somewhat more scientific. 

The history of 'I'hucydides differs from that of Herodotus as a portrait 
differs from the representation of an imaginary scene ; as the Burke or 
Fox of Reynolds differs from his Ugolino or his Beaufort. In the former 
case, the archetype is given : in the latter it is created. The faculties 
which are required for the latter purpose are of a higher and rarer order 
than those which suffice for the former, and indeed necessarily comprise 
them. He who is able to paint what lie sees with the eye of the mind 
will surely be able to paint what he .sees with the eye of the body. He 
who can invent a story, and tell it well, will also be able to tell, in an 
interesting manner, a story w hich he has not invented. If, in practice, 
some of the best writers of fiction have l>een among the w'oi'st w riters of 
history, it has been because one of their talents had merged in another 
so completely that it could not be severed ; because, having long been 
habituated to invent and narrate at the same time, they found it impos- 
sible to narrate without inventing. 

Some capricious and discontented artists have affected to consider por- 
trait-painting as unworthy of a man of genius. Some critics have spoken 
in the same contemptuous manner of history. Johnson puls the case 
thus : The historian tells either what is false or what is true : in the former 
case he is no historian : in the latter ho has no opportunity for displaying 
his abilities : for truth is one : and all who tell the truth must tell it alike. 

It is not difficult to elude botli the horns of this dilemma. We wdll recur 
to the analogous art of portrait-painting. Any man with eyes and hands 
may be taught to take a likeness. The process, up to a certain point, is 
merely mechanical. If this w'ere all, a man of talents might justly 
despise the occupation. But we could mention portraits which are 
resemblances, — but not mere resemblances ; faithful, — but much more 
than faithful ; portraits which condense into one point of time, and 
exhibit, at a single glance, the whole history of tuibiil and eventful lives 
— in which the eye seems to scrutinise us, and the moiitli to command 
VIS — ill which the brow menaces, and the lip almost quivers with scorn — 
in which every wrinkle is a comment on some important transaction. 
The account which Thucydides has given of the retreat from Syracii.se is, 
among narratives, what Vandyke^s Lord Strafford is among paintings. 

Diversity, it is said, implies error ; truth is one, and admits of no 
degrees. We answer, that thi.s. principle holds good only in abstract 



mSTORY, 


reasonings. When we talk of the truth of imitation in the fine arts, we 
mean an imperfect and a graduated truth. No picture is exactly like the 
original ; nor is a picture good in proportion as it is like the original. 
When Sir Thomas Lawrence paints a handsome peeress, he does not 
contemplate her through a powerful microscope, and transfer to the can- 
vas the pores of the skin, the blood-vessels of the eye, and all the other 
beauties which Gulliver discovered in the Brobdignaggian maids of 
honour. If he were to do this, the effect would not merely be un- 
pleasant, but, unless the scale of the picture were proportionably enlarged, 
would be absolutely false. And, after all, a microscope of greater power 
than that which he had employed would convict him of innumerable 
omissions. The same may be said of history. Perfectly and absolutely 
true it cannot be : for, to be perfectly and absolutely true, it ought to 
record all the slightest particulars of the slightest transactions — all the 
things done and all the words uttered during the time of which it treats. 
The omission of any circumstance, however insignificant, would be a 
defect. If history were written thus, the Bodleian Library would not 
contain the occurrences of a week. What is told in the fullest and most 
accurate annals bears an infinitely small proportion to what is suppressed. 
The difference betw'een the copious work of Clarendon and the account 
of the civil wars in the abridgment of Goldsmith vanishes when compared 
with the immense mass of facts respecting which both are equally silent. 

No picture, then, and no history, can present us with the whole truth : 
but those are the best pictures and the best histories which exhibit such 
parts of the truth as most nearly produce the effect of the whole. He 
who is deficient in the art of ^election may, by showing nothing but the 
truth, produce all the effect of the grossest falsehood. It perpetually 
happens that one writer tells less truth than another, merely because he 
tells more truths. In the imitative arts we constantly see this. There are 
lines in the human face, and objects in landscape, which stand in sucli 
relations to each other, that they ought either to be all introduced into a 
painting together or all omitted together. A sketch into which none of 
them enters may be excellent ; but, if some are given and others left out, 
though there are more points of likeness, there is less likeness. An out- 
line scrawled with a pen, which seizes the marked features of a counten- 
ance, will give a much stronger idea of it than a bad painting in oils. 
Yet the worst painting in oils that ever hung at Somerset House re- 
sembles the original in many more particulars. A bust of white marble 
may give an excellent idea of a blooming face. Colour the lips and 
cheeks of the bust, leaving the hair and eyes unaltered, and the similarity, 
instead of being more striking, will be le.ss so. 

History has its foreground and its background : and it is principally in 
the management of its perspective that one artist differs from another. 
Some events must be represented on a large scale, others diminished ; the 
great majority will be lost in the dimness of the horizon ; and a general 
idea of their joint effect will l>e given by a few slight touches. 

In this respect no writer has ever equalled Thucydides. He was a per- 
fect master of the art of gradual diminution. His history is sometimes as 
concise as a chronological chart ; yet it is always perspicuous. It is 
sometimes as minute as one of Lovelace’s letters ; yet it is never prolix. 
He never fails to contract and to expand it in the rjght place. 

Thucydides borrowed from Herodotus the practice of putting speeches 
of his own into the mouths of his characters. * In Herodotus this usage is 
scarcely censurable. It is of a piece with his whole manner. But it is 
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altogether incongruous in the work of his successor, and violates, not only 
the accuracy of history, but the decencies of fiction. When once we 
enter into the spirit of Herodotus, we find no inconsistency. The con- 
ventional probability of his drama is preserved from the beginning to the 
end. The deliberate orations, and the familiar dialogues, are in strict 
keeping with each other. But the speeches of Thucydides are neither 
preceded nor followed by anything with which they harmonise. They 
give to the whole book something of the grotesque character of those 
Chinese pleasure-grounds in which perpendicular rocks of granite start up 
in the midst of a soft green plain. Invention is shocking where truth is 
in such close juxtaposition with it. 

Thucydides honestly tells us that some of these discourses are purely 
fictitious. He may have reported the substance of others correctly, 
but it is clear from the internal evidence that he has preserved no more 
than the substance. His own peculiar habits of thought and ex])ression 
are everywhere discernible. Individual and national peculiarities are 
seldom to be traced in the sentiments, and never in the diction. The 
oratory of the Corinthians and Thebans is not less Attic, either in matter 
or in manner, than that of tlic Athenians. 'I'he style of Cleon is as pure, 
as austere, as terse, and as significant, as that of Pericles. 

In spite of this great fault, it must he allowed that Thucydides has 
surpassed all his rivals in the art of historical narration, in the art of 
producing an effect on the imagination, by skilful selection and dis- 
position, without indulging in the license of invention. But narration, 
though an important part of the business of a historian, is not the 
whole. To append a moral to a work of fiction is either useless or 
superfluous. A fiction may give a more impressive effect to what is 
already known ; but it can teach nothing new. If it presents to us 
characters and trains of events to which our experience furnishes us with 
nothing similar, instead of deriving instruction from it, we pronounce it 
unnatural. We do not form our opinions from it ; but we try it by our 
preconceived opinions. Fiction, therefore, is essentially itnitative. Its 
merit consists in its resemblance to a model with which we are already 
familiar, or to which at least we can instantly refer. Hence it is that 
the anecdotes which interest us most strongly in authentic narrative are 
offensive when iniroduced into novels ; that what is called the romantic 
part of l)istory is in fact the least romantic. It is delightful as history, 
l)ecause it contradicts our previous notions of human nature, and of the 
connection of causes and effects. It is, on that very account, shocking 
and incongruous in fiction. In fiction, the principles are given, to find 
the facts : in history, the facts are given, to find the principles ; and the 
writer who does not explain the phenomena as well as state them, 
perforins only one half of nis office. Facts are the mere dross of history. 
It is from the abstract truth which interpenetmtes them, and lies latent 
among them like gold in the ore, that the mass derives its whole value : 
and the precious particles are generally combined with the baser in such 
a manner that the sejiaration is a task of the utmost difficulty. 

Here Thucydides is deficient : the deficiency, indeed, is not discredit- 
able to him. It was the inevitable effect of circumstances. It was in 
the nature of things neccs.sary that, in some part of its progress through 
political science, the human mind should reach that point which it 
attained in his time. Knowledge advances by steps, and not by leaps. 
The axioms of an English ‘ debating club would have l^een startling and 
mysterious paradoxes to the most enlightened statesmen of Athens. But 
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it would be as absurd to speak contemptuously of the Athenian on this 
account as to ridicule Strabo for not having given us an account of Chili, 
or to talk of Ptolemy as we talk of Sir Richard Phillips. Still, when we 
wish for solid geographical information, we must prefer the solemn 
coxcombry of Pinkerton to the noble work of Stralx>. If we wanted 
instruction respecting the solar system, we should consult the silliest girl 
from a boarding-school, rather than Ptolemy. 

Thucydides was undoubtedly a sagacious and reflecting man, Tliis 
clearly appears from the ability with which he discusses practical ques- 
tions. But the talent of deciding on the circumstances of a particular 
case is often possessed in the highest perfection by persons destitute of 
the power of generalisation. Men skilled in the military tactics of civil- 
ised nations have been amazed at the far-sightedness and penetration 
which a Mohawk displays in concerting his stratagems, or in discerning 
those of his enemies. In England, no class possesses so much of that 
peculiar ability which is requiral for consti:ucting ingenious schemes, and 
for obviating remote difficulties, as the thieves and the thief- takers. 
Women have more of this dexterity than men. Lawyers have more of it 
than statesmen : statesmen have more of it than philosophers. Monk 
had more of it than Harrington and all his club. Walpole had more 
it than Adam Smith or Beccaria. Indeed, the species of discipline by 
which this dexterity is acquired tends to contract the mind, and to render 
it incapable of abstract reasoning. 

The Grecian statesmen of the age of Thucydides were distinguished by 
their practical sagacity, their insight into motives, their skill in devising 
means for the attainment of their end.s. A state of society in which the 
rich were constantly planning the oppression of the poor, and the poor 
the spoliation of the rich, in which the ties of parly had superseded those 
of country, in which revolutions and counter-revolutions were events of 
daily occurrence, was naturally prolific in desperate and crafty political 
adventurers. This was the very .school in which men were likely to 
acquire the dissimulation of Mazarin, the judicious temerity of Richelieu, 
the penetration, the exquisite tact, the almost instinctive presentiment of 
approaching events which gave so much authority to the counsel of 
Shaftesbury, that “ it was as if a man had inquired of the oracle of God." 
In this school Thucydides studied ; and his wisdom is that which such a 
school would naturally afford. He judge.s better of circumstances than 
of principles. The more a question is narrowed, the better he reasons 
upon it. His work suggests many most important considerations re- 
specting the first principles of government and morals, the growth of 
factions, the organisation of armies, and the mutual relations of com- 
munities. Yet all his general observations on these subjects are very 
superficial. His most judicious remarks differ from the remarks of a 
really philosophical historian, as a sum correctly ca.st up by a bookkeeper 
from a general expression discovered by an algebraist. The former is 
useful only in a single transaction ; the laiter may be applied to an 
infinite number of cases. 

This opinion will, we fear, be considered as heterodox. For, not to 
speak of the illusion which tlie sight of a Greek type, or the sound of a 
(ireek diphthong, often pnxluces, there are some |>eculiarities in the 
manner of Thucydides which in no small degree have tended to secure to 
him the reputation of profundity. His book is evidently the book of a 
man and a statesman ; and in this respect presents a remarkable contrast 
to the . delightful childishness of Herodotus. Throughout it there is ar 
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air of matured power, of grave and melancholy reflection, of impartiality 
and habitual self-command. His feelings are rarely indulged, and 
speedily repressed. Vulgar prejudices of every kind, and particularly 
vulgar superstitions, he treats with a cold and sober disdain peculiar to 
himself. Mis style is weighty, condensed, antithetical, and not unfre- 
quenlly obscure. But, when we look at his political philosophy, without 
regard to these circumstances, we find him to have keen, what indeed it 
would have been a miracle if he had not been, simply an Athenian of the 
fifth century before Christ. 

Xenophon is commonly placed, but we think without much reason, in 
the same rank with Herodotus and 'I'hucydides. He resembles them, 
indeed, in the purity and sweetness of his style ; but in spirit, he rather 
resembles that later school of historians whose works seem to be fables 
composed for a moral, and who, in their eageniess to give us warnings 
and examples, forget to give us men and w'omen. The Life of Cyrus, 
whether we look upon it as a history or as a romance, seems to us a very 
wretched performance. The Exjxidition of the Ten Thousand, and the 
History of Grecian Affairs, are certainly pleasant reading ; but they indi- 
cate no gi*eat power of mind. In truth, Xenophon, though his taste was 
elegant, his disposition amiable, and his intercourse with the world exten- 
sive, had, we suspect, rather a weak head. Such was evidently the 
opinion of that extraordinary man to whom he early attached himself, 
and for wdiose memory he entertained an idolatrous veneration. He came 
ill only for the milk with which Socrates nourished his babes in philosophy. 
A few saws of morality, and a few of the simplest doctrines of natural 
religion, were enough for the good young man. The strong meat, the 
bold speculations on physical and metaphysical science, were reserved for 
auditors of a diflerent description. Even the lawless habits of a captain 
of mercenary troops could not change the tendency which the character 
of Xenophon early acquired. To the last, he seems to have retained a sort 
of heathen Puritanism. Hie sentiments of piety and virtue which abound 
in his works are those of a well-meaning man, somewhat timid and 
narrow-minded, devout from constitution rather than from rational con- 
viction. He was as superstitious as Herodotus, but in a way far more 
offensive. The very peculiarities which charm us in an infant, the tooth- 
less mumbling, the stammering, the tottering, the helplessness, the cause- 
less tears and laughter, are disgusting in old age. In the same manner, 
the absurdity which precedes a period of general intelligence is often 
pleasing ; that which follows it is contemptifie. The nonsense of Hero- 
dotus is that of a baby. The nonsense of Xenophon is that of a dotard. 
His stories about dreams, omens, and prophecies, present a strange con- 
trast to the passages in which the shrewd and incredulous Thucydides 
mentions the popular superstitions. It is not quite clear that Xenophon 
was honest in his credulity ; his fanaticism was in some degree politic. 
He would have made an excellent member of the Apostolic Camarilla. 
An alarmist by nature, an aristocrat by party, he carried to an unreason- 
able excess his horror of popular turbulence. The quiet atrocity of 
Sparta did not shock him in the same manner ; for he hated tumult 
more than crimes. He was desirous to find restraints which might curb 
the passions of the multitude ; and he absurdly fancied that he had found 
them in a religion without evidences or sanction, precepts or example, in 
a frigid system of Theophilanthropy, supported by nursery tales. 

Polybius and Arrian have given us authentic accounts of facts ; and 
here their merit ends. They were not men of comprehensive minds; 
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they had not the art of telling a story in an interesting manner. They 
have in consequence been thrown into the shade by writers who, though 
less studious of truth than themselves, understood far better the art of 
producing effect, — by Livy and Quintus Curtins. 

Yet Polybius and Arrian deserve high praise when compared with 
tlie writers of that school of which Plutarch may be considered as the 
head. For the historians of this class we must confess that we entertain 
a peculiar aversion. They seem to have been pedants, who, though 
destitute of those valuable qualities which are frequently found in con- 
junction with pedantry, thought themselves great philosophers and great 
politicians. They not only mislead their readers in every page, as to 
particular facts, but they appear to have altogether misconceived the whole 
character of the times of which they write. They were inhabitants of an em- 
pire bounded by the Atlantic Ocean and the Euphrates, by the ice of Scythia 
and the sands of Mauritania ; composed of nations whose manners, whose 
languages, whose religion, whose countenances and complexions, were 
widely different ; governed by one mighty tlespotism, which had risen on 
the mins of a thousand commonwealths and kingdoms. Of liberty, such 
as it is in small democracies, of patriotism, such as it is in small inde- 
pendent communities of any kind, they had, and they could have, no 
experimental knowledge. But they had read of men who exerted them- 
selves in the cause of their country with an energy unknown in later 
times, who had violated the dearest of domestic charities, or voluntarily 
devoted themselves to death for the public good ; and they wondered at 
the degeneracy of their contemporaries. It never occurred to them that 
the feelings which they so greatly admired sprung from local and occa- 
sional causes ; that they will always grow up spontaneously in small 
societies ; and that, in large empires, though they may be forced into 
existence for a short time by peculiar circumstances, they cannot be general 
qr permanent. It is impossible that any man should feel for a fortress 
on a remote frontier as he feels for his own house ; that he should grieve 
for a defeat in which ten thousand people whom he never saw have fallen 
as he. grieves for a defeat which has half unpeopled the street in which 
he lives ; that he should leave his home for a military expedition in order 
to preserve the balance of power, as cheerfully as he would leave it to 
repel invaders who had begim to burn all the corn fields in his neigh- 
bourhood. 

The writers of whom we speak should have considered this. They 
should have considered that in patriotism, such as it existed amongst the 
Greeks, there was nothing essentially and eternally good ; that an exclu- 
sive attachment to a particular society, though a natural, and, under 
certain restrictions, a most useful sentiment, implies no extraordinary 
attainments in wisdom or virtue ; that, where it has existed in an intense 
degree, it has turned states into gangs of robbers whom their mutual 
fidelity has rendered more dangerous, has given a character of peculiar 
atrocity to war, and has generated that worst of all political evils, the 
tyranny of nations over nations. 

Enthusiastically attached to the name of liberty, these historians 
troubled themselves little about its dehnition. The Spartans, tormented 
by ten thousand absurd restraints, unable to please themselves in the 
choice of their wives, their suppers, or their company, compelled to as- 
sume a peculiar mannei*, and to talk in a peculiar style, gloried in their 
liberty. The aristocracy of Rome repeatedly made liberty a plea for 
cutting off the favourites of the people. Jn almost all tjie little common- 
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wealths of antiquity, liberty was used as a pretext for measures directed 
against everything which makes liberty valuable, for measures which 
stifled discussion, cornipted the administration of justice, and discouraged 
the accumulation of property. The writers, whose works we are consi- 
dering, confounded the sound with the substance, and the means with the 
end. Their imaginations were inflamed by mystery. They conceived 
of liberty as monks conceive of love, as cockneys conceive of the happi- 
ness and innocence of rural life, as novel-reading sempstresses conceive 
of Almack’s and Grosvenor Square, accomplished Marquesses and hand- 
some Colonels of the Guards. In the relation of events, and the delinea- 
tion of characters, they have paid little attention to facts, to the costume 
of the times of which they pretend to treat, or to the general principles of 
human nature. They have been faithful only to their own puerile 
and extravagant doctrines. Generals and statesmen are metamorphosed 
into magnanimous coxcombs, from whose fulsome virtues we turn away 
with disgust. The fine sayings and exploits of their heroes remind us of 
the insuffemble perfections of Sir Charles Grandison, and affect us with 
a nausea similar to that which we feel when an actor, in one of Morton’s 
or Kotzebue’s plays, lays his hand on his heart, advances to the ground- 
lights, and mouths a moral sentence for the edification of the gods. 

These writers, men who knew not what it was to have a country, men 
who had never enjoyed political rights, brought into fashion an offensive 
cant about patriotism and zeal for freedom. What the English Puritans 
did for the language of Christianity, what Scuderi did for the language 
of love, they did for the language of public spirit. By habitual exaggera- 
tion they made it mean. By monotonous emphasis they made it feeble. 
They abused it till it became scarcely possible to use it with effect. 

Their ordinary rules of morality are deduced from extreme cases. The 
common regimen which they prescribe for society is made up of those 
desperate remedies which only its most desperate distempers require. 
They look with peculiar complacency on actions which even those who 
approve them consider as exceptions to laws of almost universal applica- 
tion — which bear so close an affinity to the most atrocious crimes that, 
even where it may be unjust to censure them, it is unsafe to praise them. 
It is not strange, therefore, that some flagitious instances of perfidy and 
cruelty should have been passed uncliallenged in such company, that 
grave moralists, with no personal interest at stake, should have extolled, 
in the highest terms, deeds of which the atrocity appalled even the infu- 
riated factions in whose cause they were perpetrate. The part which 
Timoleon took in the assassination of his brother shocked many of his 
own partisans. The recollection of it preyed long on his own mind. 
But it was reserved for historians who lived some centuries later to dis- 
cover that his conduct was a glorious display of virtue, and to lament 
that, from the frailty of human nature, a man who could perform so great 
an exploit could repent of it. 

The writings of these men, and of their modern imitators, have pro- 
duced effects which deserve some notice. The English have been so long 
accustomed to political speculation, and have enjoyed so large a measure 
of practical liberty, that such works have produced little effect on their 
minds. We have classical associations and great names of our own which 
we can confidently oppose to the most splendid of ancient times. Senate 
has not to our ears a sound so venerable as Parliament. We respect the 
Great Charter more than the laws of Solon. The Capitol and the Forum 
impress us with less awe than our own Westminster Hall and Westmin- 
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ster Abbey, the place where the great men of twenty generationf? have 
contended, the place where they sleep together ! The list of warriors 
and statesmen by whom our constitution was founded or preserved, from 
De Montfort down to Fox, may well stand a comparison with the Fasti 
of Rome. The dying thanksgiving of Sidney is as noble as the libation 
which Thrasea poured to Liberating Jove : and we think with far less plea- 
sui*e of Cato tearing out his entrails than of Russell saying, as he tunied 
away from his wife, that the bitterness of death was past. Even those 
parts of our history over which, on some accounts, we would gladly throw 
a veil may be proudly opposed to those on which the moralists of anti- 
quity loved most to dwell. The enemy of English lil)erty was not nuir- 
dered by men whom he had pardoned and leaded with benefits, fie 
was not stal)bed in the Imck by those who smiled and cringed before his 
face. He was vanquished on fields of stricken Ixittle ; he was arraigned, 
sentenced, and executed in the face of heaven and earth. Our lil)erty is 
neither Greek nor Roman ; but essentially English. It has a character 
of its own, — a character which has taken a tinge from the sentiments of 
the chivalrous ages, and which accords with the peculiarities of our man- 
ners and of our insular situation. It has a language, too, of its own, and 
a language singularly idiomatic, full of meaning to ourselves, scarcely 
intelligible to strangers. 

Here, therefore, the effect of bociks such as those which we have been 
considering has l3een harmless. They have, indeed, given currency to 
many very erroneous opinions with respect to ancient history. They 
have heated the imaginations of boys. They have misled the judgment 
and corrupted the taste of some men of letters, such as Akenside and 
Sir William Jones. But on persons engaged in public affairs they 
have had very little influence. The foundations of our constitution 
were laid by men who knew nothing of the Greeks but that they denied 
the orthodox procession and cheated the Crusaders ; and nothing of 
Rome, biit that the Pope lived there. Those who followed, contented 
themselves with improving on the original plan. They found models at 
home and therefore they did not look for them abroad. But, when en- 
lightened men on the Continent began to think about political reforma- 
tion, having no patterns before their eyes in their domestic history, they 
naturally had recourse to those remains of antiquity, the study of which 
is considered throughout Europe as an important part of education. 
The historians of whom we have been speaking had been members of 
large communities, and subjects of absolute sovereigns. Hence it is, as 
we have already said, that they commit such gross enors in speaking of 
the little republics of antiquity. Their works were now read in the spirit 
in which they had been written. They W’ere read by men placed in cir- 
cumstances closely resembling their own, unacquaintetl with the real 
nature of liberty, but inclined to believe everything good which could 
be told respecting it. How powerfully these books impressed these 
speculative reformers, is well known to all who have paid any attention 
to the French literature of the last century. But, perhaps, the writer on 
whom they produced the greatest effect was Vittorio Alfieri. In some 
of his plays, particularly in Virginia, Timoleon, and Brutus the Younger, 
lie has even caricatured the extravagance of his masters. 

It was not strange that the blind, thus led by the blind, should stumble. 
The transactions of the French Revolution, in some measure, took their 
character from these works. Without the ’assistance of these works, 
indeed, a revolution would have taken place, — a revolution productive 
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of much good and much evil, treniendous but shortlived, evil dearly 
purchased, but durable good. But it would not have been exactly such 
a revolution. The style, the accessories, would have been in many 
respects different. There would have been less of bombast in language, 
less of affectation in manner, less of solemn trifling and ostentatious sim- 
plicity. The acts of legislative assemblies, and the correspondence of 
diplomatists, would not have been disgraced by rants worthy only of a 
college declamation. The government of a great and polished nation 
would not have rendered itself ridiculous by attempting to revive the 
usages of a vorld which had long passed away, or rather of a world 
which had never existed except in the description of a fantastic school of 
writers. These second-hand imitations resembled the originals about as 
much as the classical feast with which the Doctor in Peregrine Pickle 
turned the stomachs of all his guests resembled one of the suppers of 
Lucullus in the Hall of Apollo. 

These were mere follies. But the spirit excited by these writers pro- 
duced more serious effects. The greater part of the crimes which dis- 
graced the revolution sprung indeed from the relaxation of law, from 
popular ignorance, from the remembrance of past oppression, from the 
fcar of foreign conquest, from rapacity, from ambition, from party-spirit. 
But many atrocious proceedings must, doubtless, be ascril)eci to heated 
imagination, to perverted principle, to a distaste for what was vulgar in 
morals, and a passion for what was startling and dubious. Mr Burke 
has touched on this subject with great felicity of expression: “ 'bhe 
gradation of their republic,” says he, “is laid in moral paradoxes. All 
those instances to l)e found in history, whether real or fabulous, of a 
doubtful public spirit, at which morality is per]>lcxed, reason is staggered, 
and from which affrighted nature recoils, are their chosen and almost 
sole examples for the instruction of their youth.” 'I'his evil, we hclieve, 
is to be directly ascribed to the influence of the historians whom we have 
mentioned, and their modern imitators. 

Livy had some faults in common with these writers. Ihit on the 
whole he must be considered as forming a class by himself : no historian 
with whom we are acquainted has shown so complete an indifference to 
truth. He seems to have cared only about the picturesque eflect of his 
book, and the honour of his country. On the other hand, we do not 
know, in the whole range of literature, an instance of a bad thing so well 
done. The ]')airrting of the narrative is beyorrd description vivid and 
graceful, d'he abundance of intere.sling sentiments and splendid imagery 
in the speeches is almost miraculous. His mind is a soil v\ hich is never 
over-teemed, a fountain which never seems to trickle. It pour's forth 
profusely ; yet it gives no sign of exhaustion. It was probably to this 
exuberance of thought and language, always fresh, always sweet, always 
yure, no sooner yielded than repaired, that the critics applied that 
jxpres.sion which has been so nruch discussed ladea jtbcrlas. 

All the merits and all the defects of Livy take a colouring from the 
character of his nation. He was a writer peculiarly Kornan ; the proud 
citizen of a commonwealth which had indeed lost the reality of liberty, 
but which still sacredly preserved its forms — in fact, the subject of an 
arbitrary prince, but in his own estimation one of the masters of the 
world, with a hundred kings l^elow him, and only the gods above him. 
He, therefore, looked back on former times with feelings far different 
from tho.se which were naturally entertained by his Greek contemporaries, 
and which at a later period became general among men of letters 
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throughout the Roman Empire. He contemplated the past with interest 
and delight, not because it furnished a contrast to the present, but 
because it had led to the present. He recurred to it, not to lose in proud 
recbllections the sense of national degradation, but to trace the progress 
of national glory. It is true that his veneration for antiquity produced 
on him some of the effects which it produced on those who arrived at it 
by a very different roa(\. He has something of their exaggeration, some* 
thing of their cant, something of their fondness for anomalies and lustti 
7nitura in morality. Yet even here we perceive a difference. They talk 
rapturously of patriotism and liberty in the abstract. He does not seem 
to think any country but Rome deserving of love ; nor is it for liberty 
as liberty, but for liberty as a part of the Roman institutions, that he is zealous. 

Of the concise and elegant accounts of the campaigns of Caesar little 
can be said. They are incomparable models for military despatches. 
But histories they are not, and do not pretend to be. 

The ancient critics placed .Sallust in the same rank with Livy ; and un- 
questionably the small portion of his works which has come down to us 
is calculated to give a high opinion of his talents. But his style is not very 
pleasant : and his most pow'erful work, the account of the Conspiracy of 
Catiline, has rather the air of a clever party pamphlet than that of a history. 
It abounds with strange inconsistencies, which, unexplained as they are, 
necessarily excite doubts as to the fairness of the narrative. It is true, that 
many circumstances now forgotten may have been familiar to his contempo- 
raries, and may have rendered pas.sages clear to them which to us apf>ear 
dubious and perplexing. But a great historian should remember that he 
writes for distant generations, for men who will perceive the a])parent con- 
tradictions, and will possess no means of reconciling them. We can only 
vindicate the fidelity of Sallust at the expense of his skill. But in fact all 
the information which we have from contemporaries respecting this famous 
plot is liable to the same objection, and is read by discerning men with 
the same incredulity. It is all on one side. No answer has reached our 
times. Yet on the showing of the accusers the accused seem entitled 
to acquittal. Catiline, we are told, intrigued with a Vestal virgin, 
and murdered his own son. His house was a den of gamblers and 
debauchees. No young man could cross his threshold without danger 
to his fortune and reputation. Yet this is the man with whom Cicero was 
willing to coalesce in a contest for the first magistracy of the republic ; 
and whom he described, long after the fatal termination of the conspiracy, 
as an accomplished hypocrite, by whom he had himself been deceived, 
and who had acted with consummate skill the character of a good citizen 
and a good friend. We are told that the plot was the most wicked and 
desperate ever known, and, almost in the .same breath, that the great 
lx)dy of the people, and many of the nobles, favoured it ; that the richest 
citizens of Rome were eager for the .spoliation of all property, and its 
highest functionaries for the destruction of all order ; that Crassus, Cae.sar, 
the Prsetor Lentulus, one of the consuls of the year, one of the consuls 
elect, were proved or suspected to be engaged in a scheme for subverting 
institutions to which they owed the highest honours, and introducing uni- 
versal anarchy. We are told that a government, which knew all this, 
suffered the conspirator, whose rank, talents, ami courage rendered him 
most d.angerous, to quit Rome without molestation. We are told that 
bondmen and gladiators were to l)e armed against the citizens. Yet we 
find that Catiline rejected the slaves who crowded to enlist in his army, 
lest, as Sallust him.self expresses it, “ he should seem to identify their 
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cause with that of the citizens.** Finally, we are told that the magistrate, 
who was universally allowed to have saved all classes of his countrymen 
from conflagration and massacre, rendered himself so unpopular by his 
conduct that a marked insult was offered to him at the expiration of his 
office, and a severe punisliment inflicted on him shortly after. 

Sallust tells us, what, indeed, the letters and speeches of Cicero suffi- 
ciently ju'ove, that some persons consider the shocking and atrocious 
parts of the plot as mere inventions of the government, designed to excuse 
its unconstitutional measures. We must confess ourselves to be of that 
opinion. There was, undoubtedly, a strong party desirous to change the 
administration. While Tompey held the command of an army, they 
could not effect their purpose without preparing means for repelling force, 
if necessary, by force. In all this there is nothing different from the ordi- 
nary practice of Roman factions, 'i'he other charges brought against the 
conspirators are so inconsistent and improbable, that we give no credit 
whatever to them. If onr readers think this scepticism unreasonable, 
let them turn to the contemporary accounts of the Popish plot. Let them 
look over the voles of Parliament, and the speeches of the king ; the 
charges of Scroggs, and the harangues of the managers employed against 
Stralford. A person who should form his judgment from tliese pieces 
alone would believe that London was set on (ire by the Papists, and that 
Sir Edmondbiiry Ciodfrey was murdered for his religion. Yet these stories 
are now altogether exploded. They have been abandoned by statesmen 
to aldermen, by aldermen to clergymen, by clergymen to old women, and 
by old women to Sir llarcourt Lees. 

Of the Latin historians, d'acitus was cert.ainly the gre.atest. Mis style, 
indeed, is not only faulty in itself, but is, in some respects, peculiarly 
unfit for historical composition. He carries his love of effect far beyond 
the limits of moderation. He tells a fine story finely, but he cannot tell 
a plain story plainly. Me stimulates till stimulants lose their power, 
'riuicydides, as u e'have already observed, relates ordinary transactions 
with the unpretending clearness and succinctness of a gazette. His great 
powers of painting he reserves for events of which the slightest details 
are interesting, 'bhe simplicity of the setting gives additional lustre to 
the brilliants. "I'here are passages in the narrative of Tacitus superior to 
the best which can be quoted from d'hucydides. Rut they arc not en- 
chased and relieved with the same skill, d'hey are far more striking 
when extracted from the body of the work to which they belong than 
when tliey occur in their place, and are read in connection with whai; 
precedes and follows. 

In the delineation of character, Tacitus is unrivalled among historians, 
and has very few superiors among dramatists and novelists. By the 
delineation of character, we do not mean the practice of drawing up epi- 
grammatic catalogues of good and bad qualities, and appending them to 
the names of eminent men. No writer, iiuleed, has done this more 
skilfully than Tacitus ; but this is not his peculiar glory. All the 
persons who occupy a large space in his works have an individuality of 
character which seems to pervade all their words and actions. We know 
them as if we had lived with them. Claudius, Nero, Otho, both the 
Agrippinas, are masterpieces. But Tiberius is a still higher miracle of 
art. 'Fhe historian uiKlertook to make us intimately acquainted with a 
man singularly dark and inscrutable, — with a man whose real disposition 
long remained swathed up in intricate folds of factitious virtues, and over 
whose actions the hypocrisy of his youth, and the seclusion of his old age, 
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thiiew a sing^ar mystery. He was to exhibit the specious qualities of the 
tyrant in a light which mij^t render them transparent, and enable ns at 
once to perceive the covering and the vices which it concealed. He was 
to trace the gradations by which the first magistrate of a republic, a 
senator mingling freely in debate, a noble associating willi his brother 
nobles, was transformed into an Asiatic sultan ; he was to exhibit a 
character, distinguished by courage, self-command, and profound policy, 
yet defiled by all 

“ th’ extravagancy 
And crazy ribaldry of fancy.” 

He was to mark the gradual effect of advancing age and approaching 
death on this strange compound of strength and weakness ; to exhibit the 
old sovereign of the world sinking into a dotage which, though it rendered 
his appetites eccentric, and his temper savage, never impaired the powers 
of his stern and penetrating mind — conscious of failing strength, raging 
with capricious sensuality, yet to the last the keenest of observers, the 
most artful of dissemblers, and the most terrible of masters. The task 
was one of extreme difficulty. The execution is almost perfect. 

The talent which is required to write history thus bears a considerable 
affinity to the talent of a great dramatist. There is one obvious distinc- 
tion. The dramatist creates ; the historian only disposes. The difference 
is not in the mode of execution, but in the mode of conception. Shak- 
speare is guided by a model which exists in his imagination ; Tacitus, by 
a model furnished from without. Hamlet is to Tiberius what the 
Laocoon is to the Newton of Roubilliac. 

In this part of his art Tacitus certainly had neither equal nor second 
among the ancient historians, Herodotus, though he wrote in a dramatic 
form, had little of dramatic genius. The frequent dialogues which he 
introduces give vivacity and movement to the jiarrative, but are not 
strikingly characteristic. Xenophon is fond of telling his readers, at 
considerable length, what he thought of the persons whose adventures he 
relates. But he does not show them the men, and enable them to judge 
for themselves. The heroes of Livy are the most insipid of all beings, 
real or imaginary, the heroes of Plutarch always excepted. Indeed, the 
manner of Plutarcli in this respect reminds us of the cookery of tho-e con- 
tinental inns, the horror of English travellers, in which a certain nonde- 
script broth is kept constantly boiling, and copiously poured, without 
distinction, over every dish as it comes up to table. Thucydides, 
though at a wide interval, comes next to Tacitus. His Pericles, his 
Nicias, his Cleon, his Brasidas, are happily discriminated. The lines are 
few, the colouring faint : but the general air and expression is caught. 

We begin, like the priest in Don Quixote’s library, to be tired with 
talcing down lx)oks one aCt^r another for separate judgment, and feel 
inclined to pass sentence on them in masses. We shall therefore, instead 
of pointing out the defects and merits of the different modern historians, 
state generally in what particulars they have surpassed their predecessors, 
and in what we conceive them to have failed. 

Tliey have certainly been, in one sense, far more strict in their ad- 
heronce to truth than most of the Greek and Roman writers. They do 
not think themselves entitled to render their narrative interesting by 
introducing descriptions, conversations, and liarangues which have no 
existence but in their own imagination. This improvement was gradually 
introduced. History commenced among the modem nations of Europe, 
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as it had commenced among the Greeks, in romance. Froissart was our 
Herodotus. Italy was to Euro|)e what Athens was to Greece. In Italy, 
therefore, a more accurate and manly mode of narration was early intro- 
duced. Machiavelli and Guicciardini, in imitation of Livy and Thucy- 
dides, composed speeches for their historical personages. But, as the 
classical enthusiasm which distinguished the age of Lorenzo and Leo 
gradually subsided, this absurd practice was abandoned. In France, we 
fear, it still, in some degree, keeps its ground. In our own country, a 
writer who should venture on it would be laughed to scorn. Whether 
the historians of the last two centuries tell more truth than those of 
antiquity, may perhaps be doubted. But it is quite certain that they tell 
fewer falsehoods. 

In the philosophy of history, the moderns have very far surpassed the 
ancients. It is not, indeed, strange that the Greeks and Romans should 
not have carried the science of government, or any other experimental 
science, so far as it has been carried in our time ; for the experimental 
sciences are generally in a state of progression. They were better understood 
in the seventeenth century than in the sixteenth, and in the eighteenth 
century than in the seventeenth. But this coastant improvement, this 
natural growth of knowledge, will not altogether account f^or the immense 
superiority of the modern writers. I'he difference is a difference not in 
degree, but of kind. It is not merely that new principles have been dis- 
covered, but that new faculties seem to be exerted. It is not that at one 
time the human intellect should have made but small progress, and at 
another time have advanced far : but that at one time it should have 
been stationary, and at another time constantly proceeding. In taste and 
imagination, in the graces of style, in the arts of persuasion, in the magni- 
ficence of public works, the ancients w'ere at least our equals. They 
reasoned as justly as ourselves on subjects which required ]mre demon- 
stration. But in the moral sciences they made scarcely any advance. 
During the long period which elapsed l^etween the fifth century before 
the Christian era and the fifth century after it little perceptible progress 
was made. All the metaphysical discoveries of all the philosophers, from 
the time of Socrates to the northern invasion, are not to be compared in 
importance with those which have been made in England every fifty years 
since the time of Elizabeth. There is not the least reason to believe 
that the principles of government, legislation, and political economy, 
were better understood in the time of Augustus Ccesar than in the time 
of Pericles. In our own country, the sound doctrines of trade and juris- 
prudence have been, within the lifetime of a single generation, dimly 
(linted, boldly propounded, defended, systematised, adopted by all reflect- 
ing men of all parties, quoted in legislative assemblies, incorporated into 
laws and treaties. 

To what is this change to be attributed ? .Partly, no doubt, to the dis- 
covery of printing, a discovery which has not only diffused know ledge 
widely, but, as we have already observed, hiis also introduced ^nto 
reasoning a precision unknown in those ancient communities, in which 
information, was, for the most part, conveyed orally. There was, we 
suspect, another cause, less obvious, but still more powerful. 

The spirit of the two most famous nations of antiquity was remarkably 
exclusive. In the time of Homer the Greeks had not begun to consider 
themselves as a distinct mce. They still looked with something of 
childish wonder and awe on the riches and wisdom of Sidon and Egypt. 
From what causes, and by what gra<lations, their feelings underwent a 
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change, it is not easy to determine. Their history, from the Trojan to 
the Persian war, is covered with an obscurity broken only by dim and 
scattered gleams of truth. But it is certain that a great alteration took 
place. They regarded themselves as a separate people. They had 
common religious rites, and common principles of public law, in which 
foreigners had no part. In all their political systems, monarchical, 
aristocratical, and democratical, there was a strong family likeness. 
After the retreat of Xerxes and the fall of Mardonius, national pride 
rendered the separation between the Greeks and the barbarians complete. 
The conquerors considered themselves men of a superior breed, men who, 
in their intercourse with neighbouring nations, were to teach, and not to 
learn. They looked for nothing out of themselves. They borrowed 
nothing. They translated nothing. We cannot call to mind a single 
expression of any Greek writer earlier than the age of Augustus, in- 
dicating an opinion that anything worth reading could be written in 
any language except his own. The feelings which sprung from national 
glory were not altogether extinguished by national degradation. They 
were fondly cherished through ages of slavery and shame. The literature 
of Rome herself was regarded with contempt by those who had fled 
before her arms, and who bowed beneath her fasces. Voltaire says, in 
one of his six thousand pamphlets, that he was the first person who told 
the French that England had produced eminent men besides the Duke 
of Marlborough. Down to a very late period, the Greeks seem to have 
stood in need of similar information with respect to their masters. With 
Paulus .^milius, Sylla, and Caesar, they were well aerjuainted. But the 
notions which they entertained respecting Cicero and Virgil were, pro- 
bably, not unlike those which Boileau may have formed about Shaks- 
peare. Dionysius lived in the most splendid age of Latin poetry and 
eloquence. He was a critic, and, after the manner of his age, an able 
critic. He studied the language of Rome, associated with its learned 
men, and compiled its history. Yet he seems to have thought its 
literature valuable only for the purpose of illustialing its anlicpiities. 
His reading appears to have been confined to its public records, and to 
a few old annalists. Once, and but once, if we remember rightly, he 
quotes Ennius, to solve a question of etymology. He has written much 
on the art of oratory : yet he has not mentioned the name of Cicero. 

The Romans submitted to the pretensions of a race which they 
despised. Their epic poet, while he claimed for them pre-eminence in 
the arts of government and war, acknowledged their inferiority in taste, 
eloquence, and science. Men of letters affected to understand the Greek 
language better than their own. Pomponius preferred the honour of 
becoming an Athenian, by intellectual naturalisation, to all the distinc- 
tions which were to be acquired in the political contests of Rome. His 
great friend composed Greek poems and memoirs. It is well known 
that Petrarch considered that beautiful language in which his sonnets are 
written, as a barbarous jargon, and intrusted his fame to those wretched 
Latin hexameters which, during the last four centuries, have scarcely 
found four readers. Many eminent Romans appear to have felt the 
same contempt for their native tongue as compared with the Greek. The 
prejudice continued to a very late period. Julian was as partial to the 
Greek language as Frederic the Great to the French : and it seems that 
he could not express himself with elegance in the dialect of the state 
which he ruled. 

Even those Latin writers who did not carry this affectation so far 



HISTORY, 


*51 

looked on Greece as the only fount of knowledge. From Greece they 
derived the measures of their poetry, and, indeed, all of poetry that can 
be imported. From Greece they borrowed the principles and the voc 
abulary of their philosophy. To the literature of other nations they 
do not seem , to nave paid the slightest attention. The sacred books 
of the Hebrews, for example, books which, considered merely as 
human compositions, are invaluable to the critic, the antiquarian, and 
the philosopher, seem to have been utterly unnoticed by them. The 
peculiarities of Judaism, and the rapid growth of Chri.stianity, attracted 
their notice. They made war against the Jews. They made laws against 
the Christians. But they never opened the books of Moses. Juvenal 
quotes the Pentateuch with censure. The author of the treatise on “ the 
Sublime ” quotes it with praise : but both of them quote it erroneously. 
When we consider what sublime poetry, what curious history, what 
striking and peculiar views of the Divine nature and of the social duties 
of men, are to be found in the Jewi.sh scriptures, when we consider that 
two sects on which the attention of the government was constantly fixed 
appealed to those scriptures as the rule of their faith and practice, this 
indifference is astonishing. The fact seems to be, that the Greeks admired 
only themselves, and that the Romans atlmired only themselves .and tlie 
Cireeks. Literary men turned away with disgust from modes of thought 
and expression so widely different from all that they had been accustomed 
to admire. The effect was narrowness and samene.ss of thought. I'heir 
minds, if we may so express ourselves, bred in and in, and were accord- 
ingly cursed with barrenness and degeneracy. No extraneous beauty or 
vigour was engrafted on the decaying stock. By an exclusive attention 
to one class of phenomena, by an exclusive taste for one species of 
excellence, the human intellect was stunted. Occasional coincidences 
were turned into general rules. Prejudices were confounded wdth 
instincts. On man, as he was found in a ])ariicular slate of society — on 
government, as it had existed in a particular corner of the world, many 
just observations were made ; but of man as man, or government as 
government, little was known. Philosophy remained stationary. .Slight 
changes, sometimes for the worse and sometimes for the better, were 
made in the siq)crslrueture. But nobody thought of examining the 
foundations. 

The vast despotism of the Caesars, gradually effacing all national 
peculiarities, and assimilating the remotest provinces of the empire to each 
other, augmented the evil. At the close of the third century after 
Christ, the prospects of mankind were fearfully dreary. A system of 
etiquette, as pompously frivolous as that of the Fscurial, had been 
established. A .sovereign almost invisible j a crowd of dignitaries 
minutely distinguished by badges and titles ; rhetoricians who said no- 
thing but what had been .said ten thousand times ; schools in which 
nothing was taught but what had been known for ages : such was the 
machinery provided for the government and instruction of the most 
enlightened part of the human race. That great community was then in 
danger of experiencing a calamity far more terrible than any of the 
quick, inflammatory, destroying maladies, to which nations are liable, — 
a tottering, drivelling, paralytic longevity, the immortality of the Strulcl- 
brugs, a Chinese civilisation. It would be easy to indicate many points 
of resemblance between the subjects of Diocletian and the people of that 
Celestial Empire, where, during many centuries, nothing has been learned 
or unlearned ; where government, where education, where the whole 
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system of life, is a ceremony ; where knowledge forgets to increase and 
multiply, and, like the talent buried in the earth, or the pound wrapped 
up in the napkin, experiences neither waste nor augmentation. 

The torp>or was broken by two great revolutions, the one moral, the 
other political, the one from within, the other from without. The victory 
of Christianity over Paganism, considered with relation to this subject 
only, was of great importance. It overthrew the old sy.stera of morals ; 
and with it much of the old system of metaphysics. It furnished the 
orator with new topics of declamation, and the logician with new points 
of controversy. Above all, it introduced a new principle, of which the 
operation was constantly felt in every part of society. It stirred the 
stagnant mass from the inmost depths, it excited all the passions of a 
stormy democracy in the quiet and listless population of an overgrown 
empire. The fear of heresy did what the sense of oppression could not 
do ; it changed men, accustomed to be- turned over like sheep from 
tyrant to tyrant, into devoted partisans and obstinate rebels. The loncs 
of an eloquence which had been silent forages resounded from the pulpit 
of Gregory. A spirit which had been extinguished on the plains of 
Philippi revived in Athanasius and Ambrose. 

Yet even this remedy was not sufficiently violent for the disease. It 
did not prevent the empire of Constantinople from relapsing, after a short 
paroxysm of excitement, into a state of stupefaction, to which history 
furnishes scarcely any parallel. We there find that a polished society, a 
society in which a most intricate and elaborate system of jurisprudence 
was established, in which the arts of luxury w'ere w'ell understood, in 
which the works of the great ancient writers were preserved and studied, 
existed for nearly a thousand years without making one great discovery 
in science, or producing one book which is read by any but curious in- 
quirers. There were tumults, loo, and controversies, and wars in abund- 
ance ; and these things, bad as they are in themselves, have generally 
been favourable to the progress of the intellect. But here they tor- 
mented w'ithout stimulating. The waters were troubled ; but no healing 
influence descended. The agitations resembled the grinnings and writli- 
ings of a galvanised corpse, not the struggles of an athletic man. 

From this miserable state the Western Empire was saved by the fiercest 
and most destroying visitation with which Cod has ever chastened his 
creatures — the invasion of the Northern nations. Such a cure was re- 
quired for such a distemper. The fire of l.ondon, it has been observed 
was a blessing. It burned down the city ; but it burned out the plague. 
The same may be said of the tremendous devastation of the Roman 
dominions. It annihilated the noisome recesses in wdiich lurked the 
seeds of great moral maladies ; it cleared an atmosphere fatal to the 
health and vigour of the human mind. It cost Europe a thousand years 
of barbarism to escape the fate of China. 

At length the terrible purification was accomplished ; and the second 
civilisation of mankind commenced, under circumstances which afforded 
a strong security that it would never retrograde and never pause. Europe 
was now a great federal community. Her numerous states w^ere united 
by the easy ties of international law and a common religion. Their insti- 
tutions, their languages, their manners, their tastes in literature, their 
modes of education, were widely different. Their connection was close 
enough to allow of mutual observation and improvement, yet not so close 
as to destroy the idioms of national opinion and feeling. 

The balance of moral and intellectual influence thus established l)e- 
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tween the nations of Europe is far more important than the balance of 
political power. Indeed, we are inclined to think that the latter is 
valuable principally because it tends to maintain the former. The civil- 
ised world has thus been preserved from a uniformity of character fatal 
to all improvement. Every part of it has l)een illuminated with light 
reflected from every other. Competition has produced activity where 
monopoly would have produced sluggishness. 1'he number of experi- 
ments in moral science which the speculator has an op|X)rtunity of 
witnessing has l:)een increased beyond all calculation. Society and 
human nature, instead of being seen in a single point of view, are pre- 
sented to him under ten thousand different aspects. By observing the 
niianners of surrounding nations, by studying their literature, by compar- 
ing it with that of his own country and of the ancient republics, he is 
enabled to correct those errors into which the most acute men must fall 
when they reason from a single species to a genus. He learns to dis- 
tinguish what is local from what is universal : what is transitory from 
what is eternal ; to discriminate between exceptions and rules ; to trace 
the operation of disturbing causes ; to separate those general principles 
which are always true and everywhere applicable from the accidental 
circumstances with whicli, in every community, they are blended, and 
with which, in an isolated community, they are confounded by the most 
philosophical mind. 

Hence it is that, in generalisation, the writers of modem times liave 
far surpassed those of antiquity. The historians of our own country are 
unequalled in depth and precision of reason ; and, even in tlie works of 
our mere compilers, we often meet with speculations Ijeyond the reach of 
Tlnicydides or Tacitus. 

But it must, at the same time, be admitted that they have character- 
istic faults, so closely connected with their characteristic merits, and of 
such magnitude, that it may well be doubted whether, on the whole, this 
department of literature has gained or lost during the last two-and- twenty 
centuries. 

The best historians of later times have Ix^en seduced from tnith, not 
by their imagination, but by their reason. I'hey far excel their predeces- 
sors in the art of deducing general principles from facts. But unhappily 
they have fallen into the error of distorting facts to suit general principles. 
They arrive at a theory from looking at some of the phenomena ; and 
the remaining phenomena they strain or curtail to suit the theory. For 
this purpose it is not neces.sary that they should assert what is absolutely 
false^ for all questions in morals and politics are questions of comparison 
and degree. Any proposition which does not involve a contradiction in 
terms may by possibility be true ; and. if all tlie circumstances whicli 
raise a f)robability in its favour, be stated and enforced, and those which 
lead to an opposite conclusion be omitted or ligl-tly passed over, it may 
appear to be demonstrated. In every human oharacter and transaction 
there is a mixture of good and evil ; a little exaggeration, a little sup- 
pression, a judicious use of epithet.s, a watchful and searching scepticism 
with respect to the evidence on one side, a convenient credulity with 
respect to every re|K)rt or tradition on the other, may easily make a saint 
of Laud, or a tyrant of Henry the Fourth. 

This species of misrepresentation abounds m the most valuable works 
of modem historians. Herodotus tells his story like a slovenly witness, 
who, heated by partialities and prejudices, unacquainted with the estaV 
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lished rules of evidence, and uninstructed as to the obligations of his 
oath, confounds what he imagines with what he has seen and heard, and 
brings out facts, reports, conjectures, and fancies, in one mass. Humo 
is an accomplished advocate. Without positively asserting much more 
than he can prove, he gives prominence to all the circumstances which 
support his case ; he glides lightly over those which are unfavourable to 
it ; his own witnesses are applauded and encouraged ; the statement.^ 
which seem to throw discredit on them are controverted ; the contradic- 
tions into which they fall are explained away ; a clear and connected 
abstract of their evidence is given. Everything that is offered on the 
other side is scrutinised with the utmost severity ; every suspicious cir- 
cumstance is a ground for comment and invective ; what cannot be denied 
IS extenuated, or passed by without notice ; concessions even are some- 
times made ; but this insidious candour only increases the effect of the 
vast mass of sophistry. 

We have mentioned Hume as the ablest and most popular writer of his 
class ; but the charge which we have brought against him is one to which 
all our most distinguished historians are in some degree obnoxious. 
Gibbon, in particular, deserves very severe censure. Of all the numerous 
culprits, however, none is more deeply guilty than Mr Mitford. We 
willingly acknowledge tlie obligations which are due to his talents and 
industry. The modern historians of Greece had been in the habit of 
writing as if the world had learned nothing new during the last sixteen 
hundred years. Instead of illustrating the events which they narrated by 
the philosophy of a more enlightened age, they judged of antiquity by it- 
self alone. They seemed to think that notions, long driven from eveiy other 
corner of literature, had a prescriptive right to occupy this last fastness. 
They considered all the ancient historians as equally authentic. 'I'hey 
scarcely made any distinction between him who related events at which 
he had himself been present and him who five hundred years after com- 
posed a philosophic romance for a society which had in the interval 
undergone a complete change. It was all Greek, and all true ! The 
centuries which separated Plutarch from Thucydides seemed as nothing 
to men who lived in an age so remote. The distance of time produced 
an error similar to that which is sometimes produced by distance of place. 
There are many good ladies who think that all the people in India live 
together, and who chame a friend setting out for Calcutta with kind 
messages to Bombay, To Rollin and Barthelemi, in the same maimer, 
all the classics were contemporaries. 

Mr Mitford certainly introduced great improvements ; he showed us 
that men who wrote in Greek and Latin sometimes told lies ; he slfbwed 
us that ancient history might be related in such a manner as to furnish not 
only allusions to schoolboys, but important lessons to statesmen. From 
that love of theatrical effect and high-flown sentiment which had poisoned 
almost every other work on the same subject his book is perfectly free. 
But his passion for a theory as false, and far more ungenerous, led him 
substantially to violate truth in every page. Statements unfavourable to 
democracy are made with unhesitating confidence, and with the utmost 
bitterness of language. Every charge brought against a monarch or an 
aristocracy is sifted with the utmost care. If it cannot be denied, some 
palliating supposition is suggested ; or we are at least reminded that 
some circumstances now unknown niay have justified what at present 
appears unjustifiable. Two events are reported by the same author in 
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the same sentence ; their truth rests on the same testimony ; but the one 
supports the darling hypothesis, and the other seems inconsistent with 
it. The one is taken and the other is left. 

The practice of distorting narrative into a conformity with theory is a 
vice not so unfavourable as at first sight it may appear to the interests of 
political science. We have compared the writers who indulge in it to 
advocates ; and we may add, that their conflicting fallacies, like those of 
advocates, correct each other. It has always been held, in the most 
enlightened nations, that a tribunal will decide a judicial question most 
fairly when it has heard two able men argue, as unfairly as possible, on 
the two opposite sides of it ; and we are inclined to think that this opi- 
nion is just. Sometimes, it is true, superior eloquence and dexterity will 
make the worse appear the better reason ; but it is at least certain that 
the judge will be compelled to contemplate the case under two different 
aspects. It is certain that no important consideration will altogether 
escape notice. 

This is at present the state of history. The poet laureate appears for 
the Church of England, Lingard fgr the Church of Rome. Hrodie has 
moved to set aside the verdicts obtained by Hume ; and the cause in 
which Mitford succeeded is, we understand, about to be reheard. In 
the midst of these disputes, however, history proper, if we may use the 
term, is disappearing. The high, grave, impartial summing up of Thucy- 
dides is nowliere to be found. 

While our historians are practising all the arts of controversy, they 
miserably neglect the art of narration, the art of interesting the affections 
and presenting pictures to the imagination. That a writer may produce 
these effects without violating truth is sufficiently proved by many excel- 
lent biographical works, d he immense popularity which well-written 
books of this kind have acquired deserves the serious consideration of 
historians. Voltaire’s Charles the Twelfth, Marmontcl’s Memoirs, Bos- 
well’s Life of Johnson, Southey’s account of Nelson, are peruserl with 
delight by the most frivolous and indolent. Whenever any tolerable 
book of the same description makes its appearance, the circulating libra- 
ries are mobbed ; the book societies are in commotion ; the new novel 
lies uncut ; the magazines and newspapers fill their columns with extracts. 
In the meantime histories of great empires, written by men of eminent 
ability, lie unread on the shelves of ostentatious libraries. 

'fhe writers of history seem to entertain an aristocratical contempt for 
the writers of memoirs, 'fhey think it l)eneath the dignity of men who 
describe the revolutions of nations to dwell on the details which consti 
tute the charm of biography, d'hey have imposed on themselves a code 
of conventional decencies as absurd as that which has been the banc of 
the French drama. 'I'he most characteristic and interesting circum- 
stances are omitted or softened down, because, as we are told, they are 
too trivial for the majesty of history. I'he majesty of history seems 
to resemble the majestv of the poor King of Spain, who died a martyr 
to ceremony because tne proper dignitaries were not at hand to render 
him assistance. 

That history would he more amusing if this etiquette were relaxed will, 
we suppose, be acknowledged. But would it be less dignified or less 
useful ? What do we mean when we say that one past event is important 
and another insignificant ? No past event has any intrinsic importance. 
The knowledge of it is vahiable only as it leads us to form just calcula- 
tions with respect to the future- A history which does not serve this 
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piiqi>ose, though it may be filled with battles, treaties, and commo- 
tions, is as useless as the series of turnpike tickets collected by Sir 
Matthew Mite. 

Let us suppose that Lord Clarendon, instead of filling hundreds of folio 
pages with copies of state papers, in which the same assertions and con- 
tradictions are repeated till the reader is overpowered with weariness, 
had condescended to ]>e the Boswell of the Long Parliament. Let us 
suppose that he had exhibited to us the wise and lofty self-government 
of Hampden, leading while he seemed to follow, and propounding 
unanswerable arguments in the strongest forms with the modest ait of an 
iwjuirer anxious for information ; the delusions which misled the noble 
spirit of Vane ; the coarse fanaticism which concealed the yet loftier 
genius of Cromwell, destined to control a mutinous army and a factious 
people, to abase the flag of Holland, to arrest the victorious arms of 
Sw^en, and to hold the balance firm between the rival monarchies of 
France and Spain. Let us sup{)Ose that he had made his Cavaliers and 
Roundheads talk in their own style ; that lie had reported some of the 
ribaldry of Rupert’s pages, and sonie of the cant of Harrison anti Fleet- 
wood. Would not his work in that case have been more interesting ? 
Would it not have been more accurate? 

A history in which every particular incident may be tme may on the 
whole be false. The circumstances which have most influence on the 
happiness of mankind, the changes of manners and morals, the transition 
of communities from poverty to wealth, from knowledge to ignorance, 
from ferocity to humanity — these are, for the most part, noiseless revolu- 
tions. Their progress is rarely indicated l)y what historians are pleased 
to call important events. They are not achieved by armies, or enacted 
by senates. They are sanctioned by no treaties, and recorded in no 
archives. They are carried on in every school, in every church, behind 
ten thousand counters, at ten thousand firesides. The upper current of 
society presents no certain criterion by which we can judge of the direc- 
tion in which the under current flows. We read of defeats and victories. 
But we know that nations may be miserable amidst victories and pros- 
perous amidst defeats. We read of the fall of wise ministers and of the 
rise of profligate favourites. But we must remember how small a pro- 
portion the good or evil effected by a single statesman can l>ear to the 
good or evil of a great social system. 

Bishop Watson compares a geologist to a gnat mounted on an elephant, 
and laying down theories as to the whole internal structure of the vast 
animal, from the phenomena of the hide. The comparison is unjust to 
the geologists ; but is very applicable to those historians who write as if 
the lx>dy politic were homogeneous, who look only on the .surface of 
affairs, and never think of the mighty and various organisation which lies 
deep below. 

In the works of such writers as these, England, at the close of the 
Seven Years’ War, is in the highest state of prosperity : at the close of the 
American war she is in a miserable and degraded condition ; as if the 
people were not on the whole as rich, as well governed, and as well 
educated at the latter period as at the former. We have read books 
called Histories of England, under the reign of George the Second, in 
which the rise of Methodism is not even mentioned. A hundred years 
hence this breed of authors will, we hope, be extinct. If it should still 
exist, the late ministerial interregnum will be«described in terms wluch 
will seem to imply that all government was at an end ; diat the social 
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contract was annulled ; and that the hand of every man was against his 
neighbour, until the wisdom and virtue of the new cabinet educed order 
out of the chaos of anarchy. We are quite certain that misconceptions as 
gross prevail at this moment respecting many important parts of our annals. 

The effect of historical reading is analogous, in many respects, to that 
produced by foreign travel. The student, like the tourist, is transported 
into a new state of society. He sees new fashions. He hears new modes 
of expression. His mind is enlarged by contemplating the wide diversities 
of laws, of morals, and of manners. But men may travel far, and return 
with minds as contracted as if they had never stirred from their own 
market-town. In the same manner, men may know the dates of many 
battles and the genealogies of many royal houses, and yet be no wiser. 
Most people look at past times as princes look at foreign countries. More 
than one illustrious stranger has landed on our island amidst the shouts of 
a mob, has dined with the king, has hunted with the master of the stag- 
hounds, has seen the guards reviewed, and a knight of the garter installed, 
has cantered along Regent Street, has visited Saint Paul’s, and noted down 
its dimensions ; and has then departed, thinking that he has seen England. 
He has, in fact, seen a few jniblic buildings, public men, and public cere- 
monies. But of the vast and complex system of society, of the fine shades 
of national character, of the practical operation of government and laws, 
he knows nothing. He who would understand these things rightly must 
not confine his observations to palaces and solemn days. He must see 
ordinary men as they appear in their ordinary business and in their ordi- 
nary pleasures. He must mingle in the crowds of the exchange and the 
coffee-house. He must obtain admittance to the convivial table and the 
domestic hearth. He must bear with vulgar expressions. He must not 
shrink from exploring even the retreats of miseiy. He who wishes to 
understand the condition of mankind in former ages must proceed on the 
same principle. If he attends only to public transactions, to wars, con- 
gresses, and debates, his studies will be as unprofitable as the travels of 
those imperial, royal, and serene sovereigns who form their judgment of 
our island from having gone in stale to a few fine sights, and from having 
held formal conferences with a few great officers. 

The perfect historian is he in whose work the character and spirit of an 
age is exhibited in miniature. He relates no fact, he attributes no 
expression to his characters, which is not authenticated by sufficient testi- 
mony. But, by judicious selection, rejection, and arrangement, he gives 
to truth those attractions which have been usurped ,by fiction. In his 
narrative a due subordination is observed : some transactions are pro- 
minent ; others retire. But the scale on which he represents tliem is 
increased or diminished, not according to the dignity of the persons con- 
cerned in them, but according to the degree in which they elucidate the 
condition of society and the nature of man. He .shows us the court, the 
camp, and the senate. But he shows us also the nation. He considers no 
anecdote, no peculiarity of manner, no familiar saying, as too insignificant 
for his notice which is not too insignificant to illustrate the operation of 
laws, of religion, and of education, and to mark the progress of the human 
mind. Men will not merely be described, but will be made intimately 
known to us. The changes of manners will be indicated, not merely by 
a few general phrases or a few extracts from statistical documents, but by 
appropriate images presented in every line. 

if a man, such as we are supposing, should write the history of Eng- 
land, he would assuredly not omit the battles, the sieges, the negoUatihns, 
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the seditions, the ministerial changes. But with these he would inter- 
sperse the details which are the charm of historical romances. At Lincoln 
Cathedral there is a beautiful painted window, which was made by an 
apprentice out of the pieces of glass which had been rejected by his 
master. It is so far superior to every other in the church, that, according 
to the tradition, the vanquished artist killed himself from mortification. 
Sir Walter Scott, in the same manner, has used those fragments of truth 
which historians have scornfully thrown behind them in a manner w'hich 
may well excite their envy. He has constnicted out of their gleanings 
works which, even considered as histories, are scarcely less valuable than 
theirs. But a truly great historian would reclaim those materials which 
the novelist has appropriated. The history of the government, and the 
history of the people, would be exhibited in that mode in which alone 
they can be exhibited justly, in inseparable conjunction and intermixture. 
We should not then have to look for the wars and votes of the Puritans 
in Clarendon, and for their phraseology in Old Mortality ; for one half 
of King James in Hume, and for the other half in the Fortunes of Nigel. 

The early part of our imaginary history would be rich with colouring 
from romance, ballad, and chronicle. We should find ourselves in the 
company of knights such as those of Froissart, and of pilgrims such as 
those who rode with Chaucer from the Tabard. Society would be shown 
from the highest to the lowest, — from the royal cloth of state to the den 
of the outlaw ; from the throne of the legate to the chimney-corner where 
the begging friar regaled himself. Palmers, minstrels, cru.saders, — the 
stately monastery, with the good cheer in its refectory and the high-mass 
in its chapel, — the manor-house, with its hunting and hawking, — the 
tournament, with the heralds and ladies, the trumpets and the cloth of 
gold, — would give truth and life to the representation. We should per- 
ceive, in a thousand slight touches, the importance of the privileged 
burgher, and the fierce and haughty spirit which swelled under the collar 
of the degraded villain. The revival of letters would not merely be de- 
scribed in a few magnificent periods. We should discern, in innumerable 
particulars, the fermentation of mind, the eager appetite for knowledge, 
which distinguished the sixteenth from the fifteenth century. In the 
Reformation we should see, not merely a schism which changed the 
ecclesiastical constitution of England and the mutual relations of the 
European powers, but a moral war which raged in every family, which 
set the father against the .son, and the .son against the father, the mother 
against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother. Henry would 
be painted with the skill of Tacitus. We should have the change of his 
character from his profuse and joyous youth to his savage and imperious 
old age. We .should perceive the gradual progress of selfish and 
tyrannical passions in a mind not naturally insensible or ungenerous ; 
and to the last we should detect some remains of that open and 
noble temper which endeared him to a people whom he o])pressed, 
struggling with the hardness of despotism and the irritability of disease. 
We should see Elizabeth in all her weakness and in all her strength, 
surrounded by the handsome favourites whom she never trusted, and 
the wi.se old statesmen whom she never dismissed, uniting in herself 
the most contradictory qualities of both her parents, — the coquetry, 
the caprice, the petty malice of Anne, — the haughty and resolute spirit 
of Henry. We have no hesitation in .saying that a great artist might 
produce a portrait of this remarkable woma« at least as striking as that 
in the novel of Kenilworth, without employing a single trait not authen- 



HISTORY. 


159 

ticated by ample testimony. In the meantime, we should see arts 
cultivated, wealth accumulated, the conveniences of life improved. We 
should see the keeps, where nobles, insecure themselves, spread insecurity 
.around them, gradually giving place to the halls of peaceful opulence, to 
the oriels of Ivongleat, and the stately pinnacles of Burleigh. We should 
see towns extended, deserts cultivated, the hamlets of fishermen turned 
into wealthy havens, the meal of the peasant improved, and his hut more 
commodiously furnished. We should see those opinions and feelings 
which produced the great struggle against the House of Stuart slowly 
growing up in the bosom of private families, before they manifested 
themselves in parliamentary delxates. Then would come the civil war. 
Those skirmishes on which Clarendon dwells so minutely would be told, 
as Thucydides would have told them, with perspicuous conciseness. 
They are merely connecting links. But the great characteristics of the 
age, the loyal enthusiasm of the brave English gentry, the fierce licen- 
tiousness of the swearing, dicing, drunken reprobates, whose excesses 
disgraced the royal cause, — the austerity of the Presbyterian Sabbaths in 
the city, the extravagance of the independent preachers in the camp, the 
precise garb, the severe countenance, the petty scruples, the affected 
accent, the absurd names and phrases which marked the Puritans, — the 
valour, the policy, the public spirit, which lurked beneath these ungrace- 
ful disguises, — the dreams of the raving Fifth - monarchy - man, the 
dreams, scarcely less wild, of the philosophic republican, all these would 
enter into the representation, and render it at once more exact and more 
striking. 

The instruction derived from history thus written would be of a vivid 
and practical character. It would be received by the imagination as well 
as by the reason. It would be not merely traced on the mind, but 
branded into it. Many truths, too, would be learned, which can be 
learned in no other manner. As the history of states is generally written, 
the greatest and most momentous revolutions seem to come upon them 
like supernatural inflictions, without warning or cause. But the fact is, 
that such revolutions are almost always the consequences of moral 
changes, which have gradually passed on the mass of the community, 
and which originally proceed far before their ]irogress is indicated by any 
public measure. An intimate knowledge of the domestic history of 
nations is therefore absolutely necessary to the prognosis of political 
events. A narrative, defective in this respect, is as useless as a medical 
treatise which should pass by all the symptoms attendant on the early 
stage of a disease and mention only what occurs when the patient is 
beyond the reach of remedies. 

A histori.an, such as we have been attempting to descril)e, would 
indeed be an intellectual prodigy. In his mind, powers scarcely com- 
patible with each other must be tempered into an exquisite harmony. 
We shall sooner see another Shakspeare or another Homer. The highest 
excellence to which any single faculty can be brought would be less 
surprising than such a happy and delicate combination of qualities. Yet 
the contemplation of imaginary models is not an unpleasant or useless 
employment of the mind. It cannot indeed produce perfection ; but it 
produces improvement and nourishes that generous and liberal fastidious- 
ness which is not inconsistent with the strongest sensibility to merit, and 
which, while it exalts our conceptions of the art, does not render us unjust 
to the artist. 
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Essays on Govtniment, Jurisprudence ^ the Liberty of the Press^ Prisons, and 
Prison Discipline, Colonies, the Law of Nations, and Education. Ky James 
Mill, Esq., author of the History of British India. Reprinted by permission 
from the Supplement lo the Encyclopaedia Britannica. (Not for sale.) London, 
1828. 

Of those philosophers who call themselves Utilitarians, and whom others 
generally call Benthamites, Mr Mill is, with the exception of the 
illustrious founder of the sect, by far the most distinguished. The little 
work now before us contains a summary of the opinions held by this 
gentleman and his brethren on several subjects most important to society. 
All the seven essays of which it consists abound in curious matter. But 
at present we intend to confine our remarks lo the Treatise on Govern- 
ment, which stands first in the volume. On some future occasion, we 
may perhaps attempt to do justice to the rest. 

It must be owned that to do justice to any composition of Mr Mill is 
not, in the opinion of his admirers, a very easy task. 'I'hey do not, 
indeed, place him in the same rank with Mr Bentham ; but the terms in 
which they extol the disciple, though feeble when compared with the 
hyperboles of adoration employed by them in speaking of the master, are 
as strong as any sober man would allow him.self to use concerning Locke 
or Bacon. 'Fhe essay before us is {perhaps the most remarkable of the works 
to which Mr Mill owes liis fame. By the members of his sect, it is con- 
sidered as perfect and unansw’erable. Every part of it is an article of 
their faith ; and the damnatory clauses, in which their creed abounds far 
beyond any theological symbol with which we are acquainted, are 
strong and full against all who reject any portion of what is so irrefrag- 
ably established. No man, they maintain, who has understanding 
sufficient to carry him through the first proposition of Euclid, can read 
this masterpiece of demonstration and honestly declare that he remains 
unconvinced. 

We have formed a very different opinion of this work. We think t^t 
the theory of Mr Mill rests altogether on false principles, and that even 
on those false principles he does not reason logically. Nevertheless, we 
do not think it strange that his speculations should have filled the 
Utilitarians with admiration. We have been for some time past inclined 
to suspect that these people, whom some regard as the lights of the world 
and others as incarnate demons, are in general ordinary men, with 
narrow understandings and little information. The contempt which they 
express for elegant literature is evidently the contempt of ignorance. We 
apprehend that many of them are persons who, naving read little or 
nothing, are delighted to be rescued from the sense of their own in- 
feriority by some teacher who as.su res them that the studies which they 
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have neglected are of no value, puts five or six phrases into their moutha, 
lends them anMd number of the Westminster Review, and in a month 
transforms them into philosophers. Mingled with these smatterers, 
whose a^ainments just suffice to elevate them from the insignificance' oi 
dunces to the dignity of bores, and to spread dismay among their pious 
aunts apd grandmothers, there are, we well know, many well-meaning 
men who have really read and thought much ; but whose reading and 
meditation have been almost exclusively confined to one class of subjects ; 
and who, consequently, though they possess much valuable knowledge 
respecting those subjects, are by no means so well qualified to judge of a 
great system as if they had taken a more enlarged view of literature and 
society. 

Nothing is more amusing or instructive than to observe the manner in 
which people who think themselves wiser than all the rest of the world 
fall into snares which the simple good sense of their neighbours detects 
and avoids. It is one of the principal tenets of the Utilitarians that 
sentiment and eloquence serve only to impede the pursuit of truth. 
They therefore affect a quakerly plainness, or rather a cynical negligence 
and impurity, of style. The strongest arguments, when clothed in 
brilliant language, seem to them so much wordy nonsense. In the mean- 
time they surrender their understandings, with a facility found in no 
other party, to the meanest and most abject sophisms, provided those 
sophisms come before them disguised with the externals of demonstration. 
They do not seem to know that logic has its illusions as well as rhetoric, 
— that a fallacy may lurk in a syllogism as well as in a metaphor. 

Mr Mill is exactly the writer to please people of this description. Hk 
arguments are stated with the utmost affectation of precision ; his 
divisions are awfully formal ; and his style is generally as dry as that of 
Euclid’s Elements. Whether this be a merit, we must be permitted to 
tloubt. Thus much is certain : that the ages in which the true principles 
of philosophy were least understood were those in which the ceremonial 
of logic was most strictly observed, and that the time from which wc 
<late the rapid progress of the experimental sciences was also the time at 
which a less exact and formal way of writing came into use. 

The style which the Utilitarians admire suits only those subjects on 
which it is possible to reason a friori. It grew up with the verbal 
.sophisti*y which flourished during the dark ages. With that sophistry it 
fell before the Baconian philosopher in the day of the great deliverance 
of the human mind. The inductive method not only endured but 
recpiired greater freedom of diction. It was impossible to reason from 
phenomena up to principles, to mark slight shades of difference in 
quality, or to estimate the comparative effect of two opposite considera- 
tions between which there was no common measure, by means of the 
naked and meagre jai*gon of the schoolmen. Of those schoolmen Mr 
Mill has inherited both the spirit anti the style. He is an Aristotelian 
of the fifteenth century, bom out of due season. We have here an 
elaborate treatise on Government, from which, but for two or three pass- 
ing allusions, it would not appear that the author was aware that any 
^governments actually existed among men. Certain propensities of human 
nature are assumed ; and from these premises the whole science of 
politics is synthetically deduced 1 We can scarcely persuade ourselves 
that we are not reading a book written before the time of Bacon and 
fkalilco, — a book written in those days in which physicians reasoned from 
the nature of heat to the treatment of fever, aiid astronomers proved 
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syllogistically that the planets could have no independent motion, — be- 
cause the heavens were incorruptible, and nature abhorred a vacuum ! 

The reason, too, which Mr Mill has assigned for taking this course 
strikes us as most extraordinary. 

“Experience,” says he, “if we look only at the outside of the facts, 
appears to be divided on this subject. Absolute monarchy, under Neros 
and Caligulas, under such men as the Emperors of Morocco and Sultans 
of Turkey, is the scourge of human nature. On the other side, the 
people of Denmark, tired out with the oppression of an aristocracy, re- 
solved that their king should be absolute ; and, under their absolute 
monarch, are as well governed as any people in Europe.” 

This Mr Mill actually gives as a reason for pursuing the a priori 
method. But, in our judgment, the very circumstances which he men- 
tions irresistibly prove that the a priori method is altogether unfit for in- 
vestigations of this kind, and that the only way to arrive at the truth is 
by induction. Experience can never be divided, or even appear to be 
divided, except with reference to some hypothesis. When we say that 
one fact is inconsistent with another fact, we mean only that it is incon- 
sistent with the theory which we have founded on that other fact. But, 
if the fact be certain, the unavoidable conclusion is that our theory is 
false ; and, in order to correct it, we must reason back from an enlarged 
collection of facts to principles. 

Now here we have two governments which, by Mr Mill’s own account, 
come under the same head in his theoretical classification. It is evident, 
therefore, that, by reasoning on that theoretical classification, we shall be 
brought to the conclusion that these two forms of government must pro- 
duce the same effects. But Mr Mill himself tells us that they do not 
produce the same effects. Hence he infers that the only way to get at 
truth is to place implicit confidence in that chain of proof a priori from 
which it appears that they must produce the same effects ! To believe 
at once in a theory and in a fact which contradicts it is an exercise of 
faith sufficiently hard : but to believe in a theory because a fact contradicts 
it is what neither philosopher nor pope ever before required. This, 
however, is what Mr Mill demands of us. He seems to think that, if all 
despots, without exception, governed ill, it would be unnecessary to 
prove, by a synthetical argument, what would then be sufficiently clear 
from experience. But, as some despots will be .so pervei*se as to govern 
well, he finds himself compelled to prove the impossibility of their 
governing well by that synthetical argument which would have been 
superfluous had not the facts contradicted it. He reasons a priori^ be- 
cause the phenomena are not what, by reasoning a priori^ he will prove 
them to be. In other words, he reasons a priori^ because, by so reason- 
ing, he is certain to arrive at a false conclusion ! 

In the course of the examination to which we propose to subject the 
speculations of Mr M; I we shall have to notice many other curious 
instances of that turn of mind which the passage above quoted indicates. 

. The first chapter of his Essay relates to the ends of government. The 
conception on this subject, he tells us, which exists in the minds of most men 
is vague and undistinguishing. He first as.sumes, justly enough, that the end 
of government is “to increase to the utmost the pleasures, and diminish 
to the utmost the pains, which men derive from each other.” He then pro- 
ceeds to show, with great form, that “ the greatest possible happiness of 
iwciety is attained by insuring to every man the greatest possible quantity 
of the produce of hU labour,” To effect this is, in his opinion, the end 
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of government. It is remarkable that Mr Mill, with all his affected dis- 
play of precision, has here given a description of the ends of government 
far less precise than that which is in the mouths of the vulgar. The first 
man with whom Mr Mill may travel in a stage coach will tell him that 
government exists for the protection of the persons and property of men. 
But Mr Mill seems to think that the preservation of property is the first 
and only object. It is true, doubtless, that many of the injuries which 
are offered to the persons of men proceed from a desire to possess their 
property. But the practice of vindictive assassination as it has existed in 
some parts of Europe — the practice of fighting wanton and sanguinary 
duels, like those of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, in which l)ands 
of seconds risked their lives as well as the principals ; — these practices, 
and many others which might be named, are evidently injurious to society; 
and we do not see how a government wdiich tolerated them could be said 
“ to diminish to the utmost the pains which men derive from each other.” 
Therefore, according to Mr Mill’s very correct assumption, such a govern- 
ment would not perfectly accomplish the end of its institution, Yet 
such a government might, as far as we can perceive, “insure to every 
man the greatest possible quantity of the produce of his labour.” There- 
fore such a government might, according to Mr Mill’s subsequent doc- 
trine, perfectly accomplish the end of its institution. The matter is not 
of much consequence, except as an instance of that slovenliness of 
thinking which is often concealed beneath a peculiar ostentation of 
logical neatness. 

Ilaving determined the ends, Mr Mill proceeds to consider the means. 
For the preservation of property some portion of the community must be 
intrusted with power. This is government; and the question is, how 
are those to whom the necessary power is intrusted to be prevented from 
abusing it ? 

Mr Mill first passes in review the simple forms of government. He 
allows that it would be inconvenient, if not physically impossible, that 
the whole community should meet in a mass ; it follows, therefore, that 
the powers of government cannot be directly exercised by the people. 
But he sees no objection to pure and direct l)emocracy, except the diffi- 
culty which we have mentioned. 

“The community,’’ says he, “cannot have an interest opposite to its 
interests. To affirm this would be a contradiction in terms. The com- 
munity within itself, and with respect to itself, can have no sinister 
interest. One community may intend the evil of another ; never its own. 
This is an indubitable proposition, and one of great importance.” 

Mr Mill then proceeds to demonstrate that a purely aristocratical form 
of government is necessarily bad. 

“ The reason for which government exists is, that one man, if stronger* 
than another, will take from him whatever that other possesses and he 
<icsiics. But if one man will do this, so wdll several. And if powers 
put into the liands of a comparatively small number, called an aristo- 
( racy, — powers which make them stronger than the rest of the com- 
’uunity, they will take from the rest of the community as much as they 
please of the objects of desire. 'I'hey will thus defeat the very end for 
vvliich government was instituted. The unfitness, therefore, of au 
aristocracy to be intrusted with the powers of government, rests on 
tlcmonstration. 
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Iiv exactly the same manner Mr Mill proves absolute monarchy to be a 
bad form of government. 

“ If government is founded upon this as a law of human Batmen that a 
man, if able, will take from others anything which they have and he de- 
sires, it is sufficiently evident, that when a man is called a king he does 
not change his nature ; so that when he has got power to enable him to 
take from every man what he pleases, he will take whatever he pleases. 
To suppose that he will not, is to affirm that government is unnecessary, 
and that human beings will abstain from injuring one another of their 
own accord. 

“ It is very evident that this reasoning extends to every modification of 
the smaller number. Whenever the powers of government are placed in 
any hands other than those of the community, whether those of one man, 
of a few, or of several, those principles of human nature which imply that 
government is at all necessary, imply that those persons will make use of 
them to defeat the very end for which government exists.*' 

But is it not possible that a king or an aristocracy may soon be satu- 
rated with the objects of their desires, and may then protect the com- 
munity in the enjoyment of the rest ? Mr Mill answers in the negative. 
He proves, with great pomp, that every man desires to have the actions 
of every other correspondent to his will. Others can be induced to con- 
form to our will only by motives derived from pleasure or from pain. 
The infliction of pain is of course direct injury ; and, even if it take the 
mildw** course, in order to produce obedience by motives derived from 
pleasure, the government must confer favours. But, as there is no limit 
to its desire of obedience, there will be no limit to its disposition to confer 
favours ; and, as it can confer favours only by plundering the people, there 
will be no limit to its disposition to plunder the people. It is therefore 
not true that there is in the mind of a king, or in the minds of an aristo- 
cracy, any point of saturation with the objects of desire, 

Mr Mill then proceeds to show that, as monarchical and oligarchical 
governments can influence men by motives drawn from painras' well as 
by motives drawn from pleasure, they will carry their cmelty, as well as 
their rapacity, to a frightful extent. As he seems greatly to admire his 
own reasonings on this subject, we think it but fair to let him speak for 
himself. 

“The chain of inf^gj{j<£§ in this case is close and strong to a most 
unusual degree. A man desires that the actions of other men shall be 
instantly and accurately correspondent to his will. He desires that the 
actions of the greatest possible number shall be so. Terror is the grand 
“instrument. Terror can work only through assurance that evil will follow 
any failure of conformity between the will and the actions willed. Every 
failure must therefore be punished. As there are no bounds to the mind’s 
desire of its pleasure, there are, of course, no bounds to its desire of per 
fection in the instruments of that pleasure. There are, therefore, no 
bounds to its desire of exactness in the conformity between its will and 
the actions willed ; and by consequence to the strength of that terror 
which is its procuring cause. Even the most minute failure must be 
visited with the heaviest infliction ; and as failure in extreme exactness 
must frequently happen, the occasions of cruelty must be incessant. 



MILVS ESSA Y ON GO VERNMENT. 16$ 

We have thus arrived at several conclusions of the highest possible 
importance. We have seen tliat the principle of human nature, upon 
which the necessity of government is founded, tlie propensity of one man 
to possess himself of the objects of desire at the cost of another, leads on, 
sequence, where power over a community is attained, and 
nothing cnecks, not only to that degree of plunder which leaves tlic 
members (excepting always the recipients and instruments of the plunder) 
the bare means of subsistence, but to that degree of cruelty which is 
necessary to keep in existence the most intense terrors.^’ 

Now, no man who has the least knowledge of the real state of the world, 
either in former ages or at the present moment, can possibly be convinced, 
though he may perhaps be bewildered, by arguments like these. During 
the last two centuries, some hundreds of absolute princes have reigned in 
Europe. Is it true, that their cruelty has kept in existence the most 
intense degree of terror ; that their rapacity has left no more than the 
bare means of subsistence to any of their subjects, their ministers and 
soldiers excepted? Is this true of all of them? Of one half of them? 
Of one tenth part of them ? Of a single one ? Is it true, in the full ex- 
tent, even of Philip the Second, of Louis the Fifteenth, or of the Emperor 
Paul ? But it is scarcely necessary to quote history. No mail of common 
sense^ Jiaweyer ignorant he may be of books, can be imposed on by Mr 
Miir§ argument ; because no man of common sense can live among his 
fellow-creaturesTor a day without seeing innumerable facts which contra- 
dict it. It is our business, however, to point out its fallacy ; and happily 
the fallacy is not very recondite. 

We grant that rulers will take as much as they can of the objects of 
their desires ; and that, when the agency of other men is necessary to that 
e nd, they will attempt by all means in their power to enforce the prompt 
obedience of such men. But what are the objects of human desire? 
riiysical pleasure, no doubt, in part. But the mere appetites which we 
liave in common with the animals would be gratified almost as cheaply 
and easily as those of the animals are gratified, if nothing were given to 
taste, to ostentation, or to the affections. How small a portion of the 
income of a gentleman in easy circumstances is laid out merely in giving 
l)lcasiirable sensations to the body of the possessor ! The greater part 
even of what is spent on his kitchen and his cella r goCvS, not to titillate 
his palate, but to keep up his character for hospiTftfity, to save him from 
the reproach of me.anness in housekeeping, and to cement the ties of good 
neighbourhood. It is clear that a king or an aristocracy may be supplied 
to satiety with mere corporal pleasures, at an expense which the mdest 
and poorest community would scarcely feel. 

Those tastes and^propenrities which belong to us as reasoning and 
imaginative beings are not indeed so easily gratified. There is, we admit, 
no point of saturation wdth objects of desire which come under this head. 
And therefore the argument of Mr Mill will be just, unless there be some- 
thing in the nature of the objects of desire themselves which is inconsistent 
'with it. Now, of these objects there is none which men in general seem 
to desire more than the good opinion of others. The hatred and contempt 
of the public are generally felt to l)e intolerable. It is probable that our 
regard for the sentiments of our fellow-creatures springs, by association, 
from a sense of their ability to hurt or to serve us. But, be this as it may, 
it is notorious that, when the habit of mind of which we speak has once 
been formed, men feel extremely solicitous about the opinions of those by 
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whom it h most improbable, nay, absolutely impossible, that they should 
ever be in the slightest degree injured or benefited. The. desire of 
posthumous fame and the dread of posthumous reproach and execration 
are feelings from the influence of which scarcely any man is penecUyTreeT* 
and which in many men are powerful and constant motives of action. 
As we are afraid that, if we handle this part of the argument after our 
own manner, we shall incur the reproach of sentimentality, a word which, 
in the sacred language of the Benthamites, is synonymous with idiocy, 
we will quote what Mr Mill himself says on the subject, iri his Treatise 
on Jurisprudence. 

“ Pains from the moral source are the pains derived from the unfavour- 
able sentiments of mankind. . . . These pains are capable of rising to 
a height wdth which hardly any other pains incident to our nature can 
be compared. There is a certain degree of unfavourableness in the senti- 
ments of his fellow-creatures, under which hardly any man, not below the 
standard of humanity, can endure to live. 

“ The importance of this powerful agency, for the prevention of injurious 
acts, is too obvious to need to be illustrated. If sufficiently at command, 
it would almost supersede tlie use of other means. . . . 

“ To know how to direct the unfavourable sentiments of mankind, it 
IS necessary to know in as complete, that is, in as comprehensive, a way 
as possible, what it is wdiich gives them birth. Without entering into the 
metaphysics of the question, it is a sufficient practical answer, for the pre- 
sent purpose, to say that the unfavourable sentiments of man are excited 
by everything which hurts them.’’ 

It is strange that a writer who considers the pain derived from the 
unfavourable sentiments of others as so acute that, if sufficiently at com- 
mand, it would supersede the use of the gallows and the tread-mill, should 
lake no notice of this most important restraint when discussing the ques- 
tion of government. We will attempt to deduce a theory of politics in 
the mathematical form, in which Mr Mill delights, from the premises 
with which he has himself furnished us. 

Proposition I, Theorem. 

No rulers will do anything which may hurt the people. 

This is the thesis to be maintained ; and the following we humbly offer 
to Mr Mill, as its syllogistic demonstration. 

No rulers will do that which produces pain to themselves. 

But the unfavourable sentiments of the people will give pain to them. 

Therefore no rulers will do anything which may excite the unfavourable 
sentiments of the people. 

But the unfavourable sentiments of the people are excited by everything 
which hurts them. 

Therefore no rulers will do^any thing which may hurt the people. Which 
was the thing to be proved. 

Ilaving thus, as we think, not unsuccessfully imitated Mr Mill’s logic, 
we do not see why we should not imitate, w'hat is at least equally perfect 
in its kind, its self-complacency, and proclaim our IRIipriKa in his own 
words : “ The chain of inference, in this case, is close and strong to a 
most unusual degree.” 

. The fact is, that, when men, in treating of things which cannot be 
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circumscribed by precise definitions, adopt this mode of reasoning, when 
once they begin to talk of power, happiness, misery, pain, pleasure, fno* 
tives, objects of desire, as they talk of lines and numbers, there is no end 
to the contradictions and absurdities into which they fall. There is no 
proposition so monstrously untrue in morals or politics that we will not 
undertake to prove it, by something which shall sound like a logical de- 
monstration from admitted principles. 

Mr Mill argues that, if men are not inclined to plunder each other, 
government is unnecessary and that, if they are so inclined, the powers 
of government, w'hen entrusted to a small number of them, will i^ecessarily 
be abused. Surely it is not by propounding dilemmas of this sort that 
we are likely to arrive at sound conclusions in any moral science. The 
whole question is a question of degree. If all men preferred the moderate 
approbation of their neighbours to any degree of wealth or grandeur, or 
sensual pleasure, government would be unnecessary. If all men desired 
wealth so intensely as to be willing to brave the hatred of their fellow- 
creatures for sixpence, Mr Mill’s argument against monarchies and aristo- 
cracies would be true to the full extent. But the fact is, that all men have 
some desires which impel them to injure their neighbours, and some desires 
which impel them to benefit their neighbours. Now, if there were a com- 
munity consisting of two classes of men, one of which should be principally 
influenced by the one set of motives and the other by the other, govern- 
ment would clearly be necessary to restrain the class which was eager for 
plunder and careless of reputation : and yet the powers of government 
might be safely intrusted to the class which was chiefly actuated by 
the love of approbation. Now, it might with no small plausibility be 
maintained that, in many countries, there are iwo classes which, in some 
degree, answer to this description ; that the poor compose the class which 
government is established to restrain, and the people of some property the 
class to which the powers of government may without danger be confided. 
It might be said that a man who can barely earn a livelihood by severe 
labour is under stronger temptations to pillage others than a man who 
enjoys many luxuries. It might be said that a man who is lost in the 
crowd is less likely to have the fear of public opinion before his eyes than 
a man whose station and mode of living render him conspicuous. We do 
not assert all this. We only say that it was Mr Mill’s business to prove 
the contrary ; and that, not having proved the contrary, he is not entitled 
to say, “that those principles which imply that government is at all 
necessary, imply that an aristocracy will make use of its power to defeat 
the end for which governments exist.” This is not true, unless it be true 
that a rich man is as likely to covet the goods of his neighbours as a poor 
man, and that a poor man is as likely to be solicitous about the opinions of 
his neighbours as a rich man. 

But we do not see that, by reasoning a priori on such subjects as these, 
it is possible to advance one single step. We know that every man has 
some desires which he can gratify only by hurting his neighbours, and 
some which he can gratify only by pleasing them. Mr Mill has chosen 
to look only at one-half of human nature, and to reason on the motives 
which impel men to oppress and despoil others, as if they were the only 
motives by which men could possibly be influenced. We have already 
sho^^m that, by taking the other half of the human character, and 
reasoning on it as if it were the whole, we can bring out a result diame*- 
trically opposite to that at which Mr Mill has arrived. We can, by such 



M MILL'S ESS A y dN OOVEKNMENT. 

a process, easily prove that any form of government is good, or that all 
government is superfluous. 

We must now accompany Mr Mill on the next stage of his argument. 

Does any combination of the three simple forms of government afford 
the requisite securities against the abuse of power ? Mr Mill complains 
that those who maintain the affirmative generally beg the question ; and 
proceeds to settle the point by proving, after his fashion, that no combi- 
nation of the three simple forms, or of any two of them, can possibly 
exist. 

From the principles which we have already laid down it follows 
that, of the objects of human desire, and, speaking more definitely, of the 
means to the ends of human desire, namely, wealth and power, each 
party will endeavour to obtain as much as possible. 

“ If any expedient presents itself to any of the supposed parties effectual 
to this end, and not opposed to any preferred object of pursuit, we may 
infer with certainty that it will be adopted. One effectual expedient is 
not more effectual than obvious. Any two of the parties, by combining, 
may swallow up the third. That such combination will take place ap- 
pears to be as certain as anything which depends upon human will ; 
because there are strong motives in favour of it, and none that can be 
conceived in opposition to it. . . . The mixture of three of the kinds of 
government, it is thus evident, cannot possibly exist. ... It may be proper 
to inquire whether an union may not be possible of two of them. . . , 

** Let us first suppose, that monarchy is united with aristocracy. Their 
power is equal or not equal. If it is not equal, it follows, as a necessary 
consequence, from the principles which we have already established, that 
the stronger will take from the weaker till it engrosses the whole. The 
only question therefore is, What will happen when the power is equal ? 

“ In the first place, it seems impossible that such equality should ever 
exist. How is it to be established? or, by what criterion is it to be 
ascertained ? If there is no such criterion, it must, in all cases, be the 
result of chance. If so, the chances against it are as infinity to one. 
The idea, therefore, is wholly chimerical and absurd. . . . 

“ In this doctrine of the mixture oT the simple forms of government is 
included the celebrated theory of the balance among the component parts 
of a government. By this it is supposed that, when a government is 
composed of monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy, they balance one 
another, and by mutual checks produce good government. A few words 
will suffice to show that, if any theory deserves the epithets of ‘ wild, 
visionary, and chimeiical, ’ it is that of the balance. If there are three 
powers, how is it possible to prevent two of them from combining to 
swallow up the third ? 

“ The analysis which we have already performed will enable us to 
trace rapidly the concatenation of causes and effects in this imagined 
case. 

We have already seen that the interests of the community, consi- 
dered in the aggregate, or in the democratical point of view, is, that 
each individual .should receive protection ; and that the powers which are 
constituted for that purpose should be employed exclusively for that 
purpose, .... We have also seen that the interest of the king and 
of the governing aristocracy is direclly the reverse. It is to have un- 
limited power over the rest of the community, and to use it for their own 
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^tdvanlage. In the supposed case of the balance of the monarchical, 
aristocratical, and democratical powers, it cannot be for the interest of 
either tlie monarchy or the aristocracy to combine with tlie democracy ; 
because it is the interest of the democracy, or community at large, that 
neither the king nor the aristocracy should have one particle of power, 
or one particle of the wealth of the community, for tlieir own advantage. 

“ The democracy or community have all possible motives to endeavour 
to prevent the monarchy and aristocracy from exercising power, or obtain- 
ing the wealth of the community for their own advantage. The 
monarchy and aristocracy have all possible motives for endeavouring to 
obtain unlimited power over the persons and property of the community. 
The consequence is inevitable : they have all possible motives for com- 
bining to obtain that power.” 

If any part of this passage be more eminently absurd than another, it 
is, we think, the argument by which Mr Mill proves that there cannot 
Ixj an union of monarchy and aristocracy. Their power, he says, must 
lie equal or not equal. But of equality there is no criterion. Therefore 
the chances against its existence are as infinity to one. If the power lx; 
not equal, then it follows, from the principles of human nature, that the 
stronger will take from the weaker, till it has engrossed the whole. 

Now, if there be no criterion of equality between two portions of 
power there can be no common measure of portions of power. There- 
fore it is utterly impossible to compare them together. But where two 
portions of power are of the same kind, there is no difficulty in ascertain- 
ing, sufficiently for all practical purposes, whether they are equal or 
unequal. It is easy to judge whether two men run equally fast, or can 
lift equal weights. Two arbitrators, whose joint decision is to be final, 
and neither of whom can do any thing without the assent of the other, 
possess equal power, dVo electors, each of whom has a vote for a 
borough, possess, in that resj^ect, equal powder. If not, all Mr Mill’s 
political tneories fall to the ground at once. For, if it be impossible to 
ascertain whether two portions of power are equal, he never can .show 
that even under a system of universal suffrage, a minority might not 
carry every thing their owm way, against the wishes and interests of 
the majority. 

Where there are two portions of power differing in kind, there is, we 
admit, no criterion of equality. But then, in such a case, it is absurd to 
talk, as Mr Mill does, about the stronger and the weaker. Popularly, 
indeed, and with reference to some particular objects, these words may 
very fairly be used. But to use them mathematically is altogether im- 
proper. If we are speaking of a boxing-match, we may say that some 
famous bruiser has greater bodily power than any man in England. If 
we are speaking of a pantomime, we may say the same of some very 
agile harlequin. But it would be. talking nonsense to say, in general, 
that the pow'^er of Harlequin either exceeded that of the pugilist or fell 
short of it. 

If Mr Mill’s argument be good as between different branches of a 
legislature, it is equally good as between sovereign powers. Every 
government, it may be said, will, if it can, take the objects of its desires 
from every other. If the French government can subdue England it will 
do so. If the English government can subdue France it will do so. But 
the power of England and France is either equal or not equal. The 
chance that it is not exactly equal is as infinity to one, and may safely be 
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left out of the account ; and then the stronger will infallibly take from 
the weaker till the weaker is altogether enslaved. 

Surely the answer to all this hubbub of unmeaning words is the plainest 
possible. For some purposes France is stronger than England. For 
some purposes England is stronger than France. For some, neither has 
any power at all. France has the greater population, England the 
greater capital ; France has the greater army, England the greater fleet. 
For an expedition to Rio Janeiro or the Philippines, England has the 
greater power. For a war on the Po or the Danube, France has the 
greater power. But neither has power sufficient to keep the other in 
quiet subjection for a month. Invasion would be very perilous ; the idea 
of complete conquest on either side utterly ridiculous. This is the manly 
and sensible way of discussing such questions. The ergo, or rather the 
argal, of Mr Mill cannot impose on a child. Yet we ought scarcely to 
say this ; for we remember to have heard a child ask whether Bonaparte 
was stronger tlian an elephant ! 

Mr Mill reminds us of those philosophers of the sixteenth century who, 
having satisfied themselves a priori that the rapidity with which bodies 
descended to the earth varied exactly as their weights, refused to believe 
the contrary on the evidence of their own eyes and ears. The British 
constitution, according to Mr Mill’s classification, is a mixture of 
monarchy and aristocracy ; one House of Parliament being composed of 
hereditary nobles, and the other almost entirely chosen by a privileged 
class who possess the elective frand^e on account of their property, or 
their connection with certain corporations. Mr Mill’s argument proves 
that, from the time that these two powers were mingled in our govern- 
ment, that is, from the very first dawn of our history, one or the other 
must have been constantly encroaching. According to him, moreover, 
all the encroachments must have been on one side. For the first en- 
croachment could only have been made by the stronger ; and that first 
encroachment would have made the stronger stronger still. It is, there- 
fore, matter of absolute demonstration, that either the Parliament was 
stronger than the Crown in the reign of Henry VlII., or that the Crown 
was stronger than the Parliament in 1641. “ Hippocrate dira ce que lui 

plaira,” says the girl in Molicre ; “ mais le cocher est mort.” Mr Mill 
may say what he pleases ; but the English constitution is still alive. 
That since the Revolution the Parliament has possessed great power 
in the State, is what nobody will dispute. The King, on the other hand, 
can create new peers, and can dissolve Parliaments. William sustained 
severe mortifications from the House of Commons, and was, indeed, 
unjustifiably oppressed. Anne was desirous to change a ministry which 
had a majority in both Houses. She watched her moment for a dissolu- 
tion, created twelve Tory peers, and succeeded. Thirty years later, the 
House of Commons drove Walpole from his seat. In 1784, George III. 
was able to keep Mr Pitt in office in the face of a majority of the House 
of Commons. In 1804, the apprehension of a defeat in Parliament com- 
pelled the same King to part from his mest favoured minister. But, in 1807, 
he was able to do exactly what Anne had done nearly a hundred years 
before. Now, had the power of the King increased during the intervening 
century, or had it remained stationary ? Is it possible tliat the one lot 
among the infinite number should have fallen to us ? If not, Mr Mill has 
proved that one of the two parties must have been constantly taking from 
the other. Many of the ablest men in England think that the influence of 
the Crown has, on -the whole, increased since the reign of Anne. Others 
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think that the Parliament has been growing in strength. But of this 
there is no doubt, that both sides possessed great power then, and possess 
great power now. Surely, if there were the least truth in the argument 
of Mr Mill, it could not possibly be a matter of doubt, at the end of a 
hundred and twenty years, whether the one side or the other had been 
the gainer. 

But we ask pardon. We forgot that a fact, irreconcilable with Mr 
Mill’s theory, furnishes, in his opinion, the strongest reason for adhering 
to the theory. To take up the question in another manner, is it not 
plain that there may be two bodies, each possessing a perfect and entire 
power, which cannot be taken from it without its own concurrence ? 
What is the meaning of the words stronger and weaker, when applied to 
such bodies as these ? The one may, ihdeed, by physical force, altogether 
destroy the other. But this is not the question. A third party, a 
general of their own, for example, may, by physical force, subjugate them 
both. Nor is there any form of government, Mr Mill’s utopian democracy 
not excepted, secure from such an occurrence. We are speaking of the 

f )owers with which the constitution invests the two branches of the legis- 
ature ; and we ask Mr Mill how, on his own principles, he can maintain 
that one of them will be able to encroach on the other, if the consent of 
the other be necessary to such encroachment ? 

Mr Mill tells us that, if a government be composed of the three simple 
forms, which he will not admit the British constitution to be, two of the 
component parts will inevitably join against the third. Now, if two of 
them combine and act as one, this case evidently resolves itself into the 
last : and all the observations which we have just made will fully apply 
to it. Mr Mill says, that “ any two of the parties, by combining, may 
swallow up the third and afterwards asks, “How is it possible to 
prevent two of them from combining to swallow up the third ? ” Surely 
Mr Mill must be aware that in politics two is not always the double of 
one. If the concurrence of all the three brandies of the legislature be 
necessary to every law, each branch will possess constitutional power 
sufficient to protect it against anything but that physical force from which 
no form of government is secure. Mr. Mill reminds us of the Irishman, 
w^ho could not be brought to understand how one juryman could possibly 
starve out eleven others. 

But is it certain that two of the branches of the legislature will com- 
bine against the third? *‘It appears to be as certain,” says Mr, Mill, 
“as anything which depends upon human will ; because there are strong 
motives in favour of it, and none that can be conceived in opposition to 
it.” lie subsequently sets forth what these motives are. The interest 
of the democracy is that each individual should receive protection. The 
interest of the King and the aristocracy is to have all the power that 
they can obtain, and to use it for their own ends. Therefore the King 
and the aristocracy have all possible motives for combining against the 
people. If our readers will look back to the passage quoted above, they 
will see that we represent Mr. Mill’s argument quite fairly. 

Now we should have thought that, without the help of either history 
or experience, Mr. Mill would have discovered, by the light of his own 
logic, the fallacy which lurks, and indeed scarcely lurks, under this 
pretended demonstration. The interest of the King may be opposed to 
that of the people. But is it identical with that of the aristocracy ? In 
the very page which contains this argument, intended to prove that the 
King and the aristocracy will coalesce against the people, Mr. Mill 



MILVS ESS A Y ON GOVERNMENT. 


tji 

attempts to show that there is so strong an opposition of interest between 
the King and the aristocracy that if the powers of government are 
divided between them the one will inevitably usurp the power of the 
other. If so, he is iKjt entitled to conclude that they will combine to 
destroy tlie power of the people merely because their interests may be 
at variance with those of the people. He is bound to show, not merely 
that in all communities the interest of a king must be opposed to that of 
the people, but also that, in all communities, it must be more directly 
opposed to the interest of the people than to the interest of the aristo- 
cracy. But he has not shown this. Therefore he has not proved his 
proposition on his own principles. To quote history would be a mere 
waste of time. Every schoolboy, whose studies have gone so far as the 
Abridgments of Goldsmith, can rffention instances in which sovereigns 
have allied themselves with the people against the aristocracy, and in 
which the nobles have allied themselves with the people against the 
sovereign. In general, when there are three parties, every one of which 
has much to fear from tlie others, it is not found that two of them com- 
bine to plunder the third. If such a combination be formed, it scarcely 
ever effects its purpose. It .soon becomes evident which member of the 
coalition is likely to be the greater gainer by the transaction. He 
becomes an object of jealousy to his ally, w'ho, in all probability, changes 
sides, and compels him to restore what he has taken. Everybody knows 
how Henry VIII. trimmed between Francis and the Emperor Charles. ' 
But it is idle to cite examples of the operation of a principle which is 
illustrated in almost every page of history, ancient or modern, and to 
which almost every state in Europe has, at one time or another, been 
indebted for its independence. 

Mr Mill has now, as he conceives, demonstrated that the simple forms 
of government arc bad, and that the mixed forms cannot possibly exist. 
There is still, however, it seems, a hope for mankind. 

In the grand discovery of modern times, the system of representation, 
the solution of all the difficulties, both speculative and practical, will 
perhaps be found. If it cannot, we seem to be forced upon the extraor- 
dinary conclusion, that good government is impossible. For, as there is 
no individual or combination of individuals, except the community itself, 
who would not have an interest in bad goveniment if intrusted with its 
powers, and as the community itself is incapable of exercising those 
powers, and must intrust them to certain individuals, the conclusion is 
obvious : the community itself must check tliose individuals ; else they 
will follow their interest, and produce bad government. But how is it 
the community can check ? The community can act only when as- 
sembled ; and when assembled, it is incapable of acting. The community, 
however, can choo.se representatives.” 

Tlie next question is — How must the representative body be consti- 
tuted? Mr Mill lays down two principles, about which, he says, “it is 
unlikely that there will he any dispute.” 

“ First, The checking body must have a degree of power sufficient for 
the business of checking. ” 

“Secondly, It must nave an identity of interest with the community. 
Otherwise, it will make a mischierous use of its power.” 

The first of these propositions certainly admits of no dispute. As to 
the second, we shall hereafter take occasion to make some remarks on 
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the sense in which Mr MUl undetstands the words interest ol the com* 
munitv/* 

It ooes not appear very easy, on Mr Mill’s principles, to find out any 
mode of making the interest of the representative body identical with that 
of the constituent body. The plan proposed by Mr Mill is simply that 
of very frequent election. As it appears,” says be, ‘‘ that limiting the 
duration of their power is a security against the sinister interest of the 
people’s representatives, so it appears that it is the only security of which 
the nature of the case admits.” But all the arguments by which Mr Mill 
has proved monarchy and aristocracy to be pernicious will, as it appears 
to us, equally prove this security to be no security at all. Is it not clear 
that the representatives, as soon as they are elected, are an aristocracy, 
with an interest opposed to the interest of the community ? Why should 
they not pass a law for extending the term of their power from one year 
to ten years, or declare themselves senators for life ? If the whole legis- 
lative power is given to them, they will be constitutionally competent to 
do this. If part of the legislative power is withheld from them, to whom 
is that part ^ven ? Is the people to retain it, and to express its assent 
or dissent in primary assemblies? Mr Mill himself tells us that the 
community can only act when assembled, and that, when assembled, it is 
incapable of acting. Or is it to be provided, as in some of the American 
republics, that no change in the fundamental laws shall be made without 
ihe consent of a convention, specially elected for the purpose ? Still the 
difficulty recurs : Why may not the members of the convention betray 
their trust, as well as the members of the ordinary legislature? When 
private men, they may have been zealous for the interests of the com- 
munity. When candidates, they may have pledged themselves to the 
cause of the constitution. But, as soon as they are a convention, as soon 
as they are separated from the people, as soon as the supreme power is 
put into their nands, commences that interest opposite to the interest of 
the comipunity which must, according to Mr Mill, produce measures 
opposite to the interests of the community. We must find some other 
means, therefore, of checking this check upon a check ; some other prop 
to carry the tortoise, that carries the elephant, that carries the world. 

We know well that there is no real danger in such a case. But there 
is no danger only because there is no truth in Mr Mill’s principles. If 
men were what he represents them to be, the letter of the very constitu- 
tion which he recommends would afford no safeguard against bad govern- 
ment. The real security is this, that legislators will be deterred by the 
fear of resistance and of infamy from acting in the manner which we have 
described. But restraints, exactly the same in kind, and differing only 
in degree, exist in all forms of government. That broad line of distinc- 
tion which Mr Mill tries to point out between monarchies and aristo- 
cracies on the one side, and democracies on the other, has in fact no 
existence. In no form of government is there an absolute identity of 
interest between the people aiwi their rulers. Iii every form of govern- 
ment, the rulers stand in some awe of the people. The fear of resistance 
^nd the sense of shame operate in a certain degree, on the most absolute 
kings and the most illiberal oligarchies. And nothing but the fear of 
resistance and the sense of shame preserves the freedom of the most 
democratic communities from the encroachments of their annual and 
biennial delegates. 

We have seen how Mr Mill proposes to render. the interest of the 
representative body identical with that of the constituent body. The 
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next question is, in what manner the interest of the constituent body is 
to be rendered identical with that of the community. Mr Mill shows 
that a minority of the community, consisting even of many thousands, 
would be a bad constituent body, and, indeed, merely a numerous 
aristocracy. 

“The benefits of the representative system,” says he, “ are lost in all 
cases in which the interests of the choosing body are not the same with 
those of the community. It is very evident, that if the community itself 
were the choosing body, the interests of the community and that of the 
choosing body would be the same.” 

On these grounds Mr Mill recommends that all males of mature age, 
rich and poor, educated and ignorant, shall have votes. But why not 
the women too ? This question has often been asked in parliamentary 
debate, and has never, to our knowledge, received a plausible answer. 
Mr Mill escapes from it as fast as he can. But we shall take the liberty 
to dwell a little on the words of the oracle. “ One thing,” says he, “ is 
pretty clear, that all those individuals whose interests are involved in 
those of other individuals, may be struck off without inconvenience. 

. ... In this light women may be regarded, the interest of almost 
all of whom is involved either in that of their fathers, or in that of their 
husbands.” 

If we were to content ourselves with saying, in answer to all the argu- 
ments in Mr Mill’s essay, that the interest of a king is involved in that of 
the community, we should be accused, and justly, of talking nonsense. 
Yet such an assertion would not, as far as we can perceive, be more 
unreasonable than that which Mr Mill has here ventured to make. 
Without adducing one fact, without taking the trouble to perplex the 
question by one sophism, he placidly dogmatises away the interest of one 
half of the human race. If there be a word of truth in history, women 
have always been, and still are, over the greater part of the globe, 
humble companions, playthings, captives, menials, beasts of burden. 
Except in a few happy and highly civilised communities, they are strictly 
in a state of personal slavery. Even in those countries where they are 
best treated, the laws are generally unfavourable to them, with respect 
to almost all the points in which they are most deeply interested, 

Mr Mill is not legislating for England or the United States, but for 
mankind. Is then the interest of a Turk the same with that of the girls 
who compose his harem ? Is the interest of a Chinese the same with that, 
of the woman whom he harnesses to his plough ? Is the interest of an 
Italian the same with that of the daughter whom he devotes to God ? 
The interest of a respectable Englishman may be said, without any im- 
propriety, to be identical with that of his wife. But why is it so ? Because 
human nature is not what Mr Mill conceives it to be ; because civilised 
men, pursuing their own happiness in a social state, are not Yahoos 
fighting for carrion ; because there is a pleasure in being loved and 
esteemed, as well as in being feared and servilely obeyed. Why does 
not a gentleman restrict his wife to the bare maintenance which the law 
would compel him to allow her, that he may have more to spend on his 
personal pleasures ? Because, if he loves her, he has pleasure in seeing 
her pleased ; and because, even if he dislikes her, he is unwilling that the 
whole neighbourhood should cry shame on his meanness and ill-nature. 
Why does not the legislature, altogether composed of males, pass a law 
to deprive women of all civil privileges whatever, and reduce them to 
the state of slav^a? By passing such a law, they would gratify what Mr 
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Mill tells us is an inseparable part of human nature, the desire to possess 
unlimited power of inflicting pain upon others. That they do not pass 
such a law, though they have the power to pass it, and that no man in 
England wishes to see such a law passed, proves that the desire to pos* 
sess unlimited power of inflicting pain is not inseparable from human 
nature. 

If there be in this country an identity of interest between the two sexes, 
it cannot possibly arise from anything but the pleasure of being loved, 
and of communicating happiness. For, that it does not spring from the 
mere instinct of sex, the treatment which women experience over the 
greater part of the world abundantly proves. And, if it be said that our 
laws of marriage have produced it, this only removes the argument a 
step further ; for those laws have been made by males. Now, if the 
kind feelings of one half of the species be a sufficient security for the 
happiness of the other, why may not the kind feelings of a monarch or 
an aristocracy be sufficient at least to prevent them from grinding the 
people to the very utmost of their power ? 

If Mr Mill will examine why it is that women are better treated in 
England than in Persia, he may perhaps find out, in the course of his 
inquiries, why it is that the Danes are better governed than the subjects 
of Caligula. 

We now come to the most important practical question in the whole 
essay. Is it desirable that all males arrived at years of discretion should 
vote for representatives, or should a pecuniary qualification be required ? 
Mr Mill’s opinion is, that the lower the qualification the better ; and 
that the best system is that in which there is none at all. 

The qualification,” says he, ‘‘ must either be such as to embrace the 
majority of the population, or something less than the majority. Su])pose, 
in the first place, that it embraces the majority, the question is, whether 
the majority would have an interest in oppressing those who, upon this 
supposition, would be deprived of political power ? If we reduce the 
calculation to its elements, we shall see that the interest which they would 
have of this deplorable kind, though it would be something, would not 
be very great. Each man of the majority, if the majority were consti* 
tuted the governing body, would have something less than the benefit of 
oppressing a single man. 1 f the majority were twice as great as the 
minority, each man of the majority would only have one half the benefit 
t>f oppressing a single man. . . . Suppose in the second place, that the 
qualification did not admit a body of electors so large as the majority, 
in that case, taking again the calculation in its elements, we shall see 
that each man would have a benefit equal to that derived from the 
oppression of more than one man ; and that, in proportion as the elective 
body constituted a smaller and smaller minority, the benefit of misrule 
to the elective body would be increased, and bad government would be 
insured.” 

The first remark which we have to make on this argument is, that, by 
Mr Mill’s own account, even a government in which every human being 
should vote would still be defective. For, under a system of universal 
suffrage, the majority of the electors return the representative, and the 
majority of the representatives make the law. The whole people may 
vote, therefore ; but only the majority govern. So that, by Mr Mill’s 
own confession, the most perfect system of government conceivable is 
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one in which the interest of the ruling body to oppress, though not great, 
is something. 

But is Mr Mill in the right when he says that such an interest could 
not be very great ? We think not. If, indeed, every man in the com-, 
munity possessed an equal share of what Mr Mill calls the objects of 
desire, the majority would probably abstain from plundering the minority, 
A large minority would offer a vigorous resistance ; and the property of 
a small minority would not repay the other members of the community 
for the trouble of dividing it. But it happens that in all civilised com^ 
munities there is a small minority of rich men, and a great majority of 
poor men. If there were a thousand men with ten pounds apiece, it would 
not be worth while for nine hundred and ninety of them to rob ten, and 
it would be a bold attempt for six hundred of them to rob four hundred. 
But, if ten of them had a hundred thousand pounds apiece, the case would 
be very different. There would then be much to be got, and nothing to 
be feared. 

“ That one human being will desire to render the person and property 
of another subservient to his pleasures, notwithstanding the pain or loss 
of pleasure which it may occasion to that other individual, is,” according 
to Mr Mill, “the foundation of government.” That the property of 
the rich minority can be made subservient to the pleasures of the poor 
majority will scarcely be denied. But Mr Mill proposes to give the poor 
majority power over the rich minority. Is it possible to doubt to what, 
on his own principles, such an arrangement must lead ? 

It may perhaps be said that, in the long run, it is for the interest of the 
people that property should be secure, and that therefore they will respect 
it. We answer thus : — It cannot be pretended that it is not for the imme- 
diate interest of the people to plunder the rich. Therefore, even if it 
were quite certain that, in the long run, the people would, as a body, 
lose by doing so, it would not necessarily follow that the fear of remote 
ill consequences would overcome the desire of immediate acquisitions. 
Every individual might flatter himself that the punishment would not fall 
on him. Mr Mill himself tells us, in his Essay on Jurisprudence, that 
no quantity of evil which is remote and uncertain will suffice to prevent 
crime. 

But we are rather inclined to think that it would, on the whole, be for 
the interest of the majority to plunder the rich. If so, the Utilitarians 
will say, that the rich ou^ht to be plundered. We deny the inference. 
For, in the first place, if the object of government be the greatest happi- 
ness of the greatest number, the intensity of the suffering which a mea.siire 
inflicts must be taken into consideration, as well as the number of the 
sufferers. In the next place, we have to notice one most important dis- 
tinction which Mr Mill has altogether overlooked. Throughout his essay, 
he confounds the community with the species. He talks of the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number : but, when we examine his reason- 
ings, we find that he think.s only of the greatest number of a single 
generation. 

Therefore, even if we were to concede that all those arguments of 
which we have exposed the fallacy are unanswerable, we might still deny 
the conclusion at which the essayist arrives. Even if we were to grant 
that he had found out the form of government which is best for the 
majority of the people now living on the face of the earth, we might still 
without inconsistency maintain that form of government to be pernicious 
to mankind It would still be tneumbenj on Mr Mill to prove that the 
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Interest of every generation is identical with the interest of all succeeding 
generations. And how on his own principles he could do this we are at 
a loss to conceive. 

The case, indeed, is strictly analogous to that of an aristocratic govem- 
jnent. In an aristocracy, says Mr Mill, the few being invested with the 
powers of government, can take the objects of their desires from the 
people. In the same manner, every generation in turn can gratify itself 
at tne expense of posterity, — priority of time, in the latter case, giving an 
advantage exactly corresponding to that which superiority of station gives 
in the former. That an aristocracy will abuse its advantage, is, according 
to Mr Mill, matter of demonstration. Is it not equally certain tliat the 
whole people will do the same ; that, if they have the power, they will 
commit waste of every sort on the estate of mankind, and transmit it to 
posterity impoverished and desolated ? 

How is it possible for any person who holds the doctrines of Mr Mill 
to doubt that the rich, in a democracy such as that which he recommends, 
would be pillaged as unmercifully as under a Turkish Pacha ? It is no 
doubt for the interest of the next generation, and it may be for the remote 
interest of the present generation, that property should be held sacred. 
And so no doubt it will be for the interest of the next Pacha, and even for 
that of the present Pacha, if he should hold office long, that the inhabit- 
ants of his Pachalik should be encouraged to accumulate wealth. Scarcely 
any despotic sovereign has plundered his subjects to a large extent with- 
out having reason before the end of his reign to regret it. Everybody 
knows how bitterly Louis the Fourteenth, towards the close of his life, 
lamented his former extravagance. If that magnificent prince had not 
expended millions on Marli and Versailles, and tens of millions on the 
aggrandisement of his grandson, he would not have been compelled at 
last to pay servile court to low-born money-lenders, to humble himself 
before men on whom, in the days of his pride, he would not have vouch- 
safed to look, for the means of supporting even his own household. Ex- 
amples to the same effect might easily be multiplied. But despots, we 
see, do plunder their subjects, though history and experience tell them 
that, by prematurely exacting the means of profusion, they are in fact 
devouring the seed-corn from which the future harvest of revenue is to 
spring. Why then should we suppose that the people will be deterred 
from procuring immediate relief and enjoyment by the fear of distant 
calamities, of calamities which perhaps may not be fully felt till the times 
of their grandchildren? 

These conclusions are strictly drawn from Mr Mill’s own principles : 
and, unlike most of the conclusions which he has himself drawn from 
those principles, they are not as far as we know contradioted by facts. 
The case tne IJnit^ States is not in point. In a country where the neces- 
saries of life are cheap and the wages of labour high, where a man who 
has no capital but his legs and arms may expect to become rich by indus- 
try and frugality, it is not very decidedly even for the immediate advan- 
tage of the poor to plunder the rich ; and the punishment of doing so 
would very speedily follow the offence. But in countries in which the 
great majority live from hand to mouth, and in which vast masses of wealth 
have been accumulated by a comparatively small number, the case is 
widely different. The immediate want is, at particular seasons, craving, 
imperious, irresistible. In our own time it has steeled men to the fear 
of the gallows, and urged them on the point of the bayonet And, if 
these men had at their command that gallows, and those bayonets which 
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now scarcely restrain them, what is to be expected? Nor is this state of 
things one which can exist only under a bad government. If there be 
the least truth in the doctrines of the school to which Mr Mill belongs, 
the increase of population will necessarily produce it everywhere. The 
increase of population is accelerated by good and cheap government. 
Therefore, the better the government, the greater is the inequality of 
conditions : and the greater the inequality of conditions, the stronger are 
the motives which impel the populace to spoliation. As for America, 
we appeal to the twentieth century. 

It is scarcely necessary to discuss the effects which a general spoliation 
of the rich would produce. It may indeed happen that, where a legal 
and political system full of abuses is inseparably bound up with the insti- 
tution of property, a nation may gain by a single convulsion, in which 
both perish together. The price is fearful. But if, when the shock 
is over, a new order of things should arise under which property may 
enjoy security, the industry of individuals will soon repair the devasta- 
tion. Thus we entertain no doubt that the Revolution was, on the whole, 
a most salutary event for France. But would France have gained if, 
ever since the year 1793, she had been governed by a democratic con- 
vention ? If Mr Mill’s principles be sound, we say that almost her whole 
capital would by this time have been annihilated. As soon as the first 
explosion was beginning to be forgotten, as soon as wealth again began 
to germinate, as soon as the poor again began to compare their cottages 
and salads with the hotels and banquets of the rich, there would have 
been another scramble for property, another maximum, another general 
confiscation, another reign of terror. Four or five such convulsions follow- 
ing each other, at intervals of ten or twelve years, would reduce the 
most flourishing countries of Europe to the state of Barbary or the 
Morea. 

The civilised part of the world has now nothing to fear from the 
ho.stility of savage nations. Once the deluge of barbarism has passed 
over it, to destroy and to fertilise ; and in the present state of mankind 
we enjoy a full security against that calamity. That flood will no more 
return to cover the earth. But is it possible that in the bosom of civilis- 
ation itself may be engendered the malady which shall destroy it ? Is it 
possible that institutions may be established wl>ich, without the help of 
earthquake, of famine, of pestilence, or of the foreign sword, may undo 
the work of so many ages of wisdom and glory, and gradually sweej) 
away taste, literature, science, commerce, manufactures, everything but 
the rude arts necessary to the support of animal life ? Is it possible that, 
in two or three hundred years, a few lean and half-naked fishermen may 
divide with owls and foxes the ruins of the greatest European cities — 
may wash their nets amidst the relics of her gigantic docks, and build 
their huts out of the capitals of her stately cathedrals ? If the principles 
of Mr Mill be sound, we say, without hesitation, that the form of govern- 
ment which he recommends will assuredly produce all this. But, if 
these principles be unsound, if the reasonings by which we have opposed 
them be just, the higher and middling orders are the natural representa- 
tives of the human race. Their interest may be opposed in some things 
to that of their poorer contemporaries ; but it is identical with that of 
the innumerable generations which are to follow. 

Mr Mill concludes his essay, by answering an objection often made to 
the project of universal suffrage — that the people do not understand their 
9wi| interests. We shall not go through his arguments on th}s subject, 
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because, till he has prove.d that it is for the interest of the people to 
respect property, he only makes matters worse by proving that they 
understand their interests. But we cannot refrain from treating our 
readers with a delicious bonne bouche of wisdom, which he has kept for 
the last moment. 

“ The opinions of that class of the people who are below the middle 
rank are formed, and their minds are directed, by that intelligent, that 
virtuous rank, who come the most immediately in contact with them, who 
are in the constant habit of intimate communication with them, to whom 
they fly for advice and assistance in all their numerous difficulties, upon 
whom they feel an immediate and daily dependence in health and in 
sickness, in infancy and in old age, to whom their children look up as 
models for their imitation, whose opinions^ they hear daily repeated, and 
account it their honour to adopt. There can be no doubt that the middle 
rank, which gives to science, to art, and to legislation itself their most 
distinguished ornaments, and is the chief source of all that has exalted 
and refined human nature, is that portion of the community, of which, if 
the basis of representation were ever so far extended, the opinion would 
ultimately decide. Of the people beneath them, a vast majority would 
be sure to be guided by their advice and example.’^ 

This single paragraph is sufficient to upset Mr Mill’s theory. Will 
the people act against their ovm interest ? Or will the middle rank act 
against its own interest ? Or is the interest of the middle rank identical 
with the interest of the people? If the people act according to the 
directions of the middle rank, as Mr Mill says that they assuredly will, one 
of these three questions must be answered in the affirmative. But, if any 
one of the three be answered in the affirmative, his whole system falls to 
the ground. If the interest of the middle rank be identical with that of 
the people, why should not the powers of government be intrusted to that 
rank ? If the powers of government were intmsted to that rank, there 
would evidently be an aristocracy of wealth ; and “ to constitute an aris- 
tocracy of wealth, though it were a very numerous one, would,” accord- 
ing to Mr Mill, ** leave the community without protection, and exposed 
to all the evils of unbridled power.” Will not the same motives which 
induce the middle classes to abuse one kind of power induce them to abuse 
another ? If their interest be the same with that of the people they will 
govern the people well. If it be opposite to that of the people they will 
advise the people ill. The system of universal suffrage, therefore, accord- 
ing to Mr Mill’s own account, is only a device fordoing circuitously what 
a representative system, with a pretty high qualification, would do directly. 

So ends this celebrated Essay. And such is this philosophy for which 
the experience of three thousand years is to be discarded ; this philosophy, 
the professors of which speak as if it had guided the world to the know- 
ledge of navigation and alphabetical writing ; as if, before its dawn, the 
inhabitants of Europe had lived in caverns and eaten each other ! We 
are sick, it seems, like the children of Israel, of the objects of our old and 
legitimate worship. We pine for a new idolatry. All that is costly and 
all that is ornamental in our intellectual treasures must be deliver^ up, 
and cast into the furnace — and there comes out this Calf ! 

Our readers can scarcely mistake our object in writing this article. 
They will not suspect us of any disposition to advocate the cause of 
absolute monarchy, or of any narrow form of oligarchy, or to exaggerate 
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the evils of popular government. Our object at present is, not so much 
to attack or defend any particular system of polity, as to expose the vices 
of a kind of reasoning utterly unfit for moral and political discussions ; of 
a kind of reasoning which may so readily be turned to purposes of false- 
hood that it ought to receive no quarter, even when by accident it may 
be employed on the side of truth. 

Our objection to the essay of Mr Mill is fundamental. We believe that 
it is utterly impossible to deduce the science of goveniment from the 
principles of human nature. 

What proposition is there respecting human nature which is absolutely 
and universally true ? We know of only one : and that is not only true, 
but identical ; that men always act from self-interest. This truism the 
Utilitarians proclaim with as much pride as if it were new, and as much 
aeal as if it were important. But in fact, when explained, it means only 
that men, if they can, will do ais they choose. When we see the actions 
of a man we know with certainty what he thinks his interest to be. But 
it is impossible to reason with certainty from what 2 ve take to be his in- 
terest to his actions. One man goes without a dinner that he may add a 
shilling to a hundred thousand pounds : another runs in debt to give balls 
and masquerades. One man cuts his father’s throat to get possession of 
his old clothes : another hazards his own life to save that of an enemy. 
One man volunteers on a forlorn hope : another is drummed out of a 
regiment for cowardice. Each of these men has, no doubt, acted from 
self-interest. But we gain nothing by knowing this, except the pleasure, 
if it be one, of multiplying useless words. In fact, this principle is just 
as recondite and just as important as the great truth that whatever is, is. 
If a philosopher were always to state facts in the following form — 
“There is a shower : but whatever is, is ; therefore, there is a shower,” 
—-his reasoning would be perfectly sound ; but we do not apprehend that 
it would materially enlarge the circle of human knowledge. And it is 
equally idle to attribute any importance to a proposition which, when 
interpreted means only that a man had rather do what he had rather do. 

If the doctrine, that men always act from self-interest, be laid down in 
any other sense than this — if the meaning of the word self-interest be 
narrowed so as to exclude any one of the motives which may by 
possibility act on any human being, the proposition ceases to be identical : 
but at the same time it ceases to be true. 

What we have said of the word “ self-interest ” applies to all the sy- 
nonymes and circumlocutions which are employed to convey the same 
meaning ; pain and pleasure, happiness and misery, objects of desire, and 
so forth. 

The whole art of Mr Mill’s essay consists in one simple trick of 
legerdemain. It consists in using words of the sort which we 
have been describing first in one sense and then in another. Men will 
take the objects of their desire if they can. Unquestionably : — but this 
is an identical proposition : for an object of desire means merely a thing 
which a man will procure if he can. Nothing can possibly be inferred 
from a maxim of this kind. When we see a man take something we 
shall know that it was an object of his desire. But till then we have no 
means of judging with certainty what he desires or what he will take. 
The general proposition, however, having been admitted, Mr Mill 
proceeds to reason as if men had no desires but those which can be 
gratified only by spoliation and oppression. It then becomes easy to 
deduce doctrines of vast importance from the original axiom. The only 
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misfortune is, that by thus narrowing the meaning of the word desire the 
axiom becomes false, and all the doctrines consequent upon it are false 
likewise. 

When we pass beyond those maxims which it is impossible to deny 
without a contradiction in terms, and which, therefore, do not enable us 
to advance a single step in practical knowledge, we do not believe that 
it is possible to lay down a single general rule respecting the motives 
which influence human actions. There is nothing which may not, by 
association or by comparison, become an object either of desire or of 
aversion. The fear of death is generally considered as one of the 
strongest of our feelings. It is the most formidable sanction which 
legislators have been able to devise. Yet it is notorious that, as Lord 
Bacon has observed, there is no passion by which that fear has not 
been often overcome. Physical pain is indisputably an evil ; yet it has 
been often endured and even welcomed. Innumerable martyrs have 
exulted in torments which made the spectators shudder : and to use a more 
homely illustration, there are few wives who do not long to be mothers. 

Is the love of approbation a stronger motive than the love of wealth ? 
It is impossible to answer this question generally even in the case of an 
individual with whom we are very intimate. We often say, indeed, that 
a man loves fame more than money, or money more than fame. But 
111 is is said in a loose and popular sense ; for there is scarcely a man who 
would not endure a few sneers for a great sum of money, if he were in 
pecuniary distress ; and scarcely a man, on the other hand, who, if he 
were in flourishing circumstances, would expose himself to the hatred 
and contempt of the public for a trifle. In order, therefore, to return a 
precise answer even aliout a single human being, we must know what is 
llic amount of the sacrifice of reputation demanded and of the pecuniary 
advantage offered, and in wliat situation the person to whom the tempta- 
tion is proposed stands at the time. But, when the (}uestion is pro- 
pounded generally about tlie whole species, the impossibility of answering 
IS still more evident. Man differs from man ; generation from genera- 
tion ; nation from nation. Education, station, sex, age, accidental 
associations, produce infinite shades of variety. 

Now, the only mode in which we can conceive it possible to deduce a 
llieory of government from the principles of human nature is this. We 
must find out wliat are the motives which, in a particular form of 
government, impel rulers to bad measures, and what are those which 
impel them to good measures. We must then compare the effect of the 
two classes of motives ; and according as we find the one or the other 
to prevail, we must pronounce the form of government in question good 
or had. 

Now let it be supposed tliat, in aristocratical and monarchical states, the 
, desire of wealth and other desires of the same class always tend to pro- 
duce misgovernment, and that the love of approbation and other kindred 
feelings Mways tend to produce good government. Then, if it be im- 
possible, as we have shown that it is, to pronounce generally which of 
the two cla.sses of motives is the more influential, it is impossible to find 
out, a priori^ whether a monarchical or aristocratical form of government 
l>e good or bad. 

Mr Mill has avoided the difficulty of making the comparison, by very 
coolly putting all the weights into one of the scales, — by reasoning as if 
00 human being had ever sympathised with the feelings, been gratified 
the thanks, or been galled by the execrations, of another. 
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The case, as we have put it, is decisive against Mr Mill, and yet we 
have put it in a manner far too favourable to him. For, in fact, it is im- 
possible to lay it down as a general rule that the love of wealth in a 
sovereign always produces misgovernment, or the love of api)robation 
good government. A patient and far-sighted ruler, for example, who is 
less desirous of raising a great sum immediately than of securing an unen- 
cumbered and progressive revenue, will, by taking off restraints from trade 
and giving perfect security to property, encourage accumulation and 
entice capital from foreign countries. The commercial policy of Prussia, 
which is perhaps superior to that of any country in the world, and which 
puts to shame the absurdities of our republican brethren on the other side 
of the Atlantic, has probably sprung from the desire of an absolute ruler 
to enrich himself. On the other hand, when the popular estimate of 
virtues and vices is erroneous, which is too often the case, the love of 
approbation leads sovereigns to spend the wealth of the nation on useless 
shows, or to engage in wanton and destnictive wars. If then we can 
neither compare the strength of two motives, nor determine with certainty 
to what description of actions either motive will lead, how can w'e pos- 
sibly deduce a theory of government from the nature of man ? 

How, then, are we to arrive at just conclusions on a subject so impor- 
tant to the ha])pincss of mankind? Surely by that method which, in 
every experimental science to which it has been applied, has signally 
increased the power and knowledge of our species, — by that method for 
which our new philosophers would substitute quibbles scarcely worthy of 
the barbarous respondents and opponents of the middle ages, — by the 
method of Induction ; — by observing the present state of the world, — by 
assiduously studying the history of past ages, — by sifting the evidence of 
facts, — by carefully combining and contrasting those which are authentic, 
— by generalising with judgment and diffidence, — by perpetually bringing 
the theory which we have constructed to the test of new facts, — by correct- 
ing, or altogether abandoning it, according as those new facts prove it to 
be partially or fundamentally unsound. Proceeding thus, — patiently, — 
diligently, — candidly, — we may hope to form a system as far inferior in 
pretension to that which we have been examining and as far superior to 
it in real utility as the prescriptions of a great physician, varying with 
every stage of every malady and with tlie constitution of every patient, to 
the pill of the advertising quack which is to cure all human beings, in all 
climates, of all diseases. 

This is that noble Science of Politics, which is equally removed from 
the barren theories of the Utilitarian sophists, and from the petty craft, 
so often mistaken for statesmanship by minds grown narrow in liabits of 
intrigue, jobbing, and official etiquette ; — which of all sciences is the 
most important to the welfare of nations, — which of all sciences most 
tends to expand and invigorate the mind, — which draws nutriment and 
ornament from every part of philosophy and literature, and dispenses in 
return nutriment and ornament to all. We are sorry and surprised when 
we see men of good intentions and good natural abilities abandon this 
healthful and generous study to pore over speculations like those which 
we have been examining. And we should heartily rejoice to find that 
our remarks had induced any person of this description to employ, in re- 
searches of real utility, the talents and industry which are now wasted on 
verbal sophisms, wrenched of their wretched kind. 

As to the greater part of the sect, it is, we apprehend, of little conse- 
quence what they study or under whom. It would be more amusing, to 
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be sure, and more reputable, if they would take up the old republican 
cant and declaim about Brutus and Timoleon, the duty of killing tyrants 
and the blessedness of dying for liberty. But, on the whole, they might 
have chosen worse. They may as well be Utilitarians as jockeys or 
dandies. And, though quibbling about self-interest and motives, and 
objects of desire, and the greatest happiness of the greatest number, is 
but a poor employment for a grown man, it certainly hurts the health 
less than hard drinking, and the fortune less than high play ; it is not 
much more laughable than phrenology, and is immeasurably more 
humane than cot^ -fighting. 
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WESTMINSTER REVIEWER’S DEFENCE OF MILL. 

(June 1829.) 

Westminster Review ^ No. NXT.^ Article XVI, Edinburgh Review 
No. XCVIl., Article on MilVs Essays on Government, &^c. 

We have had great reason, we think, to he gratified by the success of 
our late attack on the Utilitarians. We could publish a long list of the 
cures which it has wrought in cases previously considered as hopele.ss. 
Delicacy forbids us to divulge names ; but wc cannot refrain from allud- 
ing to two remarkable instances. A respectable lady writes to inform 
us that her son, who was plucked at Cambridge last January, has not 
been heard to call Sir James Mackintosh a poor ignorant fool more than 
twice since the appe<yance of our article. A distinguished political 
writer in the Westminster and Parliamentary Reviews has borrowed 
Hume’s History, and has actually got as far as the battle of Agincourt. 
He assures us that he takes great pleasure in his new study, and that he 
is very impatient to learn how Scotland and England became one king- 
dom. But the greatest compliment that we liave received is that Mr 
Bentham himself should have condescended to take the field in defence 
of Mr Mill. We have not been in the liabit of reviewing reviews ; but, 
as Mr Bentham is a truly great man, and as his parly have thought fit to 
announce in puffs and placards that this article is written by him, and 
contains not only an answer to our attacks, but a development of the 
‘‘greatest happiness principle,” with the latest improvements of llie 
author, we shall for once depart from our general rule. However the 
conflict may terminate, we shall at least not have been vanquished by 
an ignoble hand. 

Of Mr Bentham hiin.self we shall endeavour, even wliile defending 
ourselves against his reproaches, to speak with tire respect to which hi.> 
venerable age, his genius, and his public services entitle him. If any 
harsh expression should escape us, we trust that he will attribute it to 
inadvertence, to the momentary warmth of controversy, — to anything, in 
short, rather than to a design of affronting him. Though we have nothing 
in common with the crew of Hurds and Boswells, who, either from in- 
terested motives, or from the habit of intellectual servility and depend- 
ence, pamper and vitiate his appetite with the noxious sweetness of their 
undisceming praise, we are not perhaps less competent than they to 
appreciate his merit, or less sincerely disposed to acknowledge it. 
Though we may sometimes think his reasonings on moral and political 
question.s feeble and sophistical — though we may sometimes smile at his 
extraordinary language- — we can never be weary of admiring the amplitude 
of his cornprehension, the keenness of his penetration, the exuberant 
fertility witn which l^Js mind pours forth arguments and illustrations. 
However sharply he may speak of us, we can never cease to revere 
in him the father of the philosophy of Jurisprudence. He has a full 
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right to all the privileges of a great inventor : and, in our court of criti- 
cism, those privileges will never be pleaded in vain. But they are 
limited in the same manner in which, fortunately for the ends of 
justice, the privileges of the peerage are now limited. The advantage is 
personal and incommunicable. A nobleman can now no longer cover 
with his protection every lackey who follows his heels, or every bully 
who draws in his quarrel : and, highly as we respect the exalted rank 
w’hich Mr Bentham holds among the writers -of our time, yet when, for 
the due maintenance ot literary police, we shall think it necessary' to con- 
fute sophists, or to bring pretenders to shame, we shall not depart from 
the ordinary course of our proceedings because the offenders call them- 
selves Benthamites. 

Whether Mr Mill has much reason to thank Mr Bentham for under- 
taking his defence, our readers, when they have finished this article, will 
perhaps be inclined to doubt. Great as Mr Bentham ’s talents are, he 
has, we think, shown an undue confidence in them. He should have 
considered how dangerous it is for any man, however eloquent and in- 
genious he may be, to attack or defend a book without reading it : and 
we feel quite convinced that Mr Bentham would never have written the 
article before us if he had, before he began, perused our review with 
attention, and compared it with Mr Mill’s Essay. 

lie has utterly mistaken our object and meaning. He seems to think 
that we have undertaken to set uj) some theory of government in opposi- 
tion to that of Mr Mill. But we distinctly disclaimed any such design. 
From the beginning to the end of our article, there is not, as far as we 
remember, a single sentence which, when fairly constiiied, can be con- 
sidered as indicating any such design. If such an expression can be 
found, it has been dropped by inadvertence. Our object was to prove, 
not that monarchy and aristocracy arc good, but that Mr Mill had not 
proved them to be bad ; not that democracy is bad, but that Mr Mill 
had not proved it to be good. The points in issue are these : whether 
the famous Essay on Government be, as it has been called, a ^rfect 
solution of the great political problem, or a series of sophisms and 
blunders ; and whether the sect which, while it glories in the precision 
of its logic, extols this Essay as a masterpiece of demonstration be a sect 
deseiTing of the respect or of the derision of mankind. These, we say, 
are the issues ; and on these we with full confidence put ourselves on 
the country. 

It is not necessary, for the purposes of this investigation, that we 
should state what our political creed is, or whether we have any political 
creed at all. A man who cannot act the most trivial part in a farce has 
a right to hiss Romeo Coates : a man who does not know a vein 
from an artery may caution a simple neighbour against the advertisements 
of Dr Eady. A complete theory of government would indeed be a noble 
j^resent to mankind ; but it is a present which we do not hope and do 
not pretend that we can offer. If, however, we cannot lay the foundation, 
it is something to clear away the mbbish ; if we cannot set up truth, it is 
something to pull down error. Even if the subjects of which the Utili- 
tarians treat were subjects of less fearful importance, we should think it 
no small service to the cause of good sense and good taste to point out 
the contrast between their magnificent pretensions and their miserable 
perfoimances. Some of them have, however, thought fit to display their 
ingenuity on questions of the most momentous kind, and on questions 
concerning which men camiot reason ill with imounity. We think it, 
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under these circumstances, an absolute duty to expose the fallacy of their 
arguments. It is no matter of pride or of pleasure. To read their works 
is the most soporific employment that we know ; and a man ought no 
more to be proud of refuting them than of having two legs. We must 
now come to close quarters with Mr Bentham, whom, we need not say, 
we do not mean to include in this observation. He charges us with 
maintaining, — • 

First, ‘That it is not true that all despots govern ill — whereon 
the world is in a mistake, and the Whigs have the true light. And for 
proof, principally, — that the King of Denmark is not Caligula. To which 
the answer is, that the King of Denmark is not a despot. He was put 
in his present situation by the people turning the scale in his favour in a 
balanced contest between himself and the nobility. And it is quite clear 
that the same power would turn the scale the other way the moment a 
King of Denmark should take into his head to be Caligula. It is of 
little consequence by what congeries of letters the Majesty of Denmark 
is typified in the royal press of Copenhagen, while the real fact is that the 
sword of the people is suspended over his head, in case of ill-behaviour, 
as effectually as in other countries where more noise is made u[)on the 
subject, h'.verybody believes the sovereign of Denmark to be a good 
and virtuous gentleman ; but there is no more superhuman merit in his 
being so than in the case of a rural squire who does not shoot his land- 
steward or quarter his wife with his yeomanry sabre. 

“ It is true that there are partial exceptions to the rule, that all men 
use power as badly as they dare. There may have been such things as 
amiable negro-drivers and sentimental masters of press-gangs ; and here 
and there, among the odd freaks of human nature, there may have been 
specimens of men who were ‘No tyrants, though bred up to tyranny.’ 
But it would be as wise to recommend wolves for nurses at the Foundling 
on the credit of Romulus and Remus as to substitute the exception for 
the general fact, and advise mankind to take to trusting to arbitrary 
power on the credit of these specimens.” 

Now, in the first place, we never cited the case of Denmark to prove 
that all despots do not govern ill. We cited it to prove that Mr Mill did 
not know how to reason. Mr Mill gave it as a reason for deducing the 
theory of government from the general laws of human nature that the 
King of l3enmark was not Caligula. This we said, and we still say, 
was absurd. 

In the second place, it was not we, but Mr Mill, who said that the 
King of Denmark was a despot. His words are these : — “ 'Idle people of 
Denmark, tired out with the oppression of an aristocracy, resolved that 
their king should be absolute ; and under their absolute monarch are as 
well governed as any people in Europe.” We leave Mr Bentham to 
settle with Mr Mill the distinction between a despot and an absolute king. 

In the third place, Mr Bentham says that there was in Denmark a 
balanced contest between the king and the nobility. We find some diffi- 
culty in believing that Mr Bentham seriously means to say this, when we 
consider that Mr Mill has demonstrated the chance to be as infinity to 
one against the existence of such a balanced contest. 

Fourthly, Mr Bentham says that in this balanced contest the people 
turned the scale in favour of the king against the aristocracy. But Mr 
Mill has demonstrated that it cannot possibly be for the interest of the 
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monarchy and democracy to join against the aristocracy ; and that wliere- 
ever the three parties exist, the king and the aristocracy will combine 
against the people. This, Mr Mill assures us, is as certain as anything 
which depends upon human will. 

Fifthly, Mr Bentham says that, if the King of Denmark were to oppress 
his people, the j^eople and nobles would combine against the king. But 
Mr Mill has provea that it can never be for the interest of the aristocracy 
to combine with the democracy against the king. It is evidently Mr 
Bentham’s opinion, that “monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy may 
balance each other, and by mutual checks produce good government.’' 
But this is the very theory which Mr Mill pronounces to be the wildest, 
the most visionary, the most chimerical ever broached on the subject of 
government. 

We have no dispute on these heads with Mr Bentham. On the con- 
trary, we think his explanation true — or at least, true in part ; and we 
heartily thank him for lending us his assistance to demolish the essay of 
his follower. His wit and his sarcasm are sport to us ; but they are death 
to his unhappy disciple. 

Mr Bentham seems to imagine that we have said something implying 
an opinion favourable to despotism. We can scarcely suppose that, as 
he has not condescended to read that portion of our work whicli he 
undertook to answer, he can have bestowed much attention on its general 
character. Had he done so he would, we think, scarcely have entertained 
such a suspicion. Mr Mill asserts, and pretends to prove, that under no 
despotic government does any human being, except the tools of the 
sovereign, possess more than the necessaries of life, and that the most in- 
tense degree of terror is kept up by constant cruelty. This, we say, is 
untrue. It is not merely a rule to which there are exceptions : but it is 
not the rule. Despotism is bad ; but it is scarcely anywhere so bad ns 
Mr Mill says that ii; is everywhere. This W'e are ‘sure Mr Bentham will 
allow. If a man were to say that live hundred thousand people die cr'bry 
year in London of dram-drinking, he would not assert a proposition more 
monstrously false than Mr Mill’s. Would it be just to charge us with 
defending intoxication becau.se we might say that such a man was grossly 
in the wrong? 

We say with Mr Bentham that despotism is a bad thing. We say with 
Mr Bentham that the exceptions do not destroy the authority of the rule. 
But this we say — that a single exception overthrows an argument which 
cither does not prove the rule at all, or else proves the rule to be 
(rue without exceptious ; and such an argument is Mr Mill’s argument 
against despotism. In this resj>ect there is a great difference between 
rules drawn from experience and rules deduced a priori. We might be- 
lieve that there had been a fall of snow last August, and yet not think it 
likely that there would be snow next August. A single occurrence 
opposed to our general experience would tell for very little in our calcu- 
lation of the chances. But, if wx could once satisfy ourselves that in any 
single right-angled triangle the square of the hypothenuse might be less 
than the squares of the sides, we must reject the forty-seventh proposition 
of Euclid altogether. We willingly adopt Mr Bentham’ s lively illustra- 
tion about the wolf ; and we will .say in passing that it gives us real 
pleasure to see how little old age has diminished the gaiety of this eminent 
man. We can assure him that his merriment gives us far more pleasure 
on his account than pain on our own. We say with him, Keep the wolf 
out of the nursery, in spite of the story of Romulus and Remus. But, if 
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the shepherd who saw the wolf licking and suckling those famous twins 
were, after telling this story to his companions, to assert that it was an in- 
fallible rule that no wolf ever had spared, or ever would spare, any living 
thing which might fall in its way — that its nature was carnivorous — and 
that it could not possibly disobey its nature, we think that the hearers 
might have been excused for staring. It may be strange, but is not in- 
consistent, that a wolf which has eaten ninety-nine children should spare 
the hundredth. But the fact that a wolf has once spared a child is suffi- 
cient to show that there must be some flaw in the chain of reasoning 
purporting to prove that wolves cannot possibly spare children. 

Mr Bentham proceeds to attack another position which he conceives us 
to maintain : — 

“ Secondly, That a government not under the control of the com- 
munity (for there is no question upon any other) ‘ may soon he saturated.'' 
Tell it not in Bow Street, whisper it not in Hatton Garden, — that there 
is a plan for preventing injustice by ‘saturation.’ With what peals of 
unearthly merriment would Minos, yEacus, and Rhadamanthus be aroused 
upon their benches, if the ‘ light wings of saffron and of blue ' should bear 
this theory into their grim domains ! Why do not the owners of pocket- 
handkerchiefs try to ‘saturate?’ Why does not the cheated publican beg 
leave to check the giilosity of his defrauder with a repetatur haustus^ and 
the pummelled plaintiff neutralise the malice of his adversary, by recpiest- 
ing to have the rest of the beating in presence of the court, — if it is not 
that such conduct would run counter to .all the conclusions of experience, 
and be the procreation of the mischief it affected to destroy? Woful is 
the man whose wealth depends on his having more than somebody else 
can be persuaded to take from him ; and woful also is the people that is 
in such a case ! ” 

Now this is certainly very pleasant writing : but there is no great diffi- 
culty in answering the argument. The real reason which makes it absurd 
to think of preventing theft Vjy pensioning off thieves is this, that there is 
no limit to the number of thieves. If there were only a hundred thieves 
in a place, and we were quite sure that no person not already addicted to 
theft would take to it, it miglit become a question whether to keep the 
thieves from dishonesty by raising them above distress would not be a 
better course than to employ officers against them. But the actual cases are 
not parallel. Every man who chooses can become a thief ; 1 ml a man cannot 
become a king or a member of the aristocracy whenever he chooses. 
The number of the depredators is limited ; and therefore the amount of 
depredation, so far as physical plea.sures are concerned, must be limited 
also. Now, we made the remark which Mr Bentham censures with refer- 
ence to physical pleasures only. The pleasures of ostentation, of taste, of 
revenge, and other pleasures of the .same description, have, we distinctly 
allowed, no limit. Our words are these : — “ A king or an aristocracy 
may be supplied to satiety with corporal pleasures., at an expense which 
the rudest and poorest community would scarcely feel.” Does Mr 
Bentham deny this ? If he does, we leave him to Mr Mill. “What,” 
says that philosopher, in his Essay on Education, “ what are the ordinary 
pursuits of wealth and power, which kindle to such a height the ardour of 
mankind ? Not the mere love of eating and of drinking, or all the physical 
objects together which ujealth can purchase or power command. W ith these 
evei^y man is in the long run speedily satUffed,” What the difference is 
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between being speedily satisfied and being soon saturated, we leave Mr 
Bentham and Mr Mill to settle together. 

The word “saturation,” however, seems to provoke Mr Bentham’s 
mirth. It certainly did not strike us as very pure English ; but, as Mr 
Mill used it, we supposed it to be good Benthamese. With the latter 
language we are not critically acquainted, though, as it has many roots in 
common with our mother tongue, we can contrive, by the help of a con- 
verted Utilitarian, who attends us in the capacity of Moonshee, to make 
out a little. But Mr BenthanVs authoiity is of course decisive ; and we 
bow to it. 

Mr Bentham next represents us as maintaining ; — 

“ Thirdly, That ‘ though there may be some tastes and propensities that 
have no point of saturation, there exists a sufficient check in the desire of 
the good opinion of others.’ The misfortune of this argument is, tliat no 
man cares for the good opinion of those he has been accustomed to wrong. 
If oysters have opinions, it is probable they tliink very ill of those who 
eat them in August ; but small is the effect upon tlie autumnal glutton 
that engulfs their gentle substances within his own. 'fhe planter and the 
slave-driver care just as much about negro opinion, as the epicure about 
the .sentiments of oysters. M.'Ude throwing live eels into the fire as a 
kindly method of divesting them of the unsavoury oil that lodges beneath 
their skins, is not more convinced of the immense aggregate of good which 
arises to the lordlier parts of the creation, than is the gentle peer who 
strips his fellow man ot' country and of family for a wild fowl slain. The 
goodly landowner, who lives by morsels squeezed indiscriminately from 
the waxy hands of the cobbler and the ])cl luted ones of the nightman, is 
in no small degree the object of both hatred and conlem])t ; but it is to ht 
feared that he is a long way from feeling them to be intolerable, 'fhe 
principle of ‘ At mi/ti plaudo ipse domi, simul ac numnios contemplor in 
arcitf* is sufficient to make a wide interval between the opinions of the 
plaintiff and defendant in such cases. In short, to banish law and leave 
all plaintiffs to trust to the desire of reputation on the opposite side, 
would only be transporting the theory of the Whigs from the House of 
Common;^ to Westminster Hall.” 

Now, in the first place, we never maintained the proposition which Mr 
Bentham puts into our mouths. We said, and say, that there is certain 
check to the rapacity and cruelty of men, in their desire of the good 
opinion of others. We never said that it was sufficient. Let Mr Mill 
show it to be insufficient. It is enough for us to prove that there is a 
set-off against the principle from which Mr Mill deduces the whole theory 
of government. The balance may be, and, we believe, will be, against 
de.spotism and the narrower forms of aristocracy. But what is this to the 
correctness or incorrectness of Mr Mill’s accounts? The question is not, 
whether the motives which lead rulers to behave ill are stronger than 
those which lead them to behave well ; — but, whether we ought to form 
a theory of government by looking only at the motives which lead rulers 
to behave ill and never noticing those which lead them to behave well. 

Absolute rulers, says Mr Bentham, do not care for the good opinion of 
their subjects ; for no man cares for the good opinion of those whom he 
has been accustomed to wrong. By Mr Bentham’s leave, this is a plain 
begging of the question. The point at issue is this — ^Will kings and 
noblca wrong the people ? The argument in favour of kings and nobles 
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is this : — they will not wrong the people, because they care for the good 
opinion of the people. But this argument Mr Bentham meets thus : — 
they will not care for the good opinion of the people, because they are 
accustomed to wrong the people. 

Here Mr Mill differs, as usual, from Mr Bentham. “The greatest 
princes,” says he, in his Essay on Education, “the most despotical 
masters of human destiny, when asked what they aim at by their wars 
and conquests, would answer, if sincere, as Frederick of Prussia answered, 
pour faire parley de soi ; — to occupy a large space in the admiration of 
mankind.” Putting Mr Mill’s and Mr Bentham’s principles together, we 
might make out very easily that “ the greatest princes, the most despoti- 
cal masters of human destiny,” would never abuse their power. 

A man who has been long accustomed to injure people must also 
have been long accustomed to do without their love, and to endure their 
aversion. Such a man may not miss the pleasure of popularity ; for men 
seldom miss a pleasure which they have long denied themselves. An 
old tyrant does without popularity just as an old water-drinker does 
without wine. But, though it is perfectly true that men who for the 
good of their health have long abstained from wine feel the want of it 
very little, it would be absurd to infer that men will always abstain from 
wine when their health requires that they should do so. And it would 
be equally absurd to say, because men who have been accustomed to 
oppress care little for popularity, that men will therefore necessarily 
prefer the pleasures of oppression to those of popularity. 

Then, again, a man may be accustomed to wrong people in one point 
and not in another. He may care for their good opinion with regard to 
one point and not with regard to another. The Regent Orleans laughed 
at charges of impiety, libertinism, extravagance, idleness, disgraceful 
promotions. But the slightest allusion to the charge of poisoning threw 
him into convulsions. Louis the Fifteenth braved the hatred and 
contempt of his subjects during many years of the most odious and 
imbecile misgovernment. But, when a report was spread that he irsed 
human blood for his baths, he was almost driven mad by it. Surely Mr 
Bentham’s position “ that no man cares for the good opinion of those 
whom he has been accustomed to wrong ” would be objectionable, as 
far too sweeping and indiscriminate, even if it did not involve, as in the 
present case we have shown that it does, a direct begging of the question 
at issue. 

Mr Bentham proceeds ; — 

“Fourthly, The Edinburgh Reviewers are of opinion, that lit might, 
with no small plausibility, be maintained, that in many countries, there 
are two classes which, in some degree, answer to this description ; ’ 
[viz.] ‘that the poor compose the class which government is established 
to restrain ; and the people of some property the class to which the 
powers of government may without danger be confided.’ 

“They take great pains, it is true, to say this and not to say it. They 
shuffle and creep about, to secure a hole to escape at, if ‘ what they do 
not assert ’ should be found in any degree inconvenient. A man might 
waste his life in trying to find out whether the Misses of the Edinburgh 
mean to say Yes or No in their political coquetry. But whichever way 
the lovely spinsters may decide, it is diametrically opposed to history and 
the evidence of facts, tl^at the poor are the class whom there is any 
di^ulty in restraining. It is not the poor but the rich that have a 
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propensity to take the property of other people. There is no instance 
upon earth of the poor having combined to take away the property of 
the rich ; and all the instances habitually brought forward in support of 
it are gross misrepresentations, founded upon the most necessary acts of 
self-defence on the part of the most numerous classes. Such a mis- 
representation is the common one of the Agrarian law ; which was 
nothing but an attempt on the part of the Roman ])eople to get back 
some part of what had been taken from them by undisguised robbery. 
Such another is the stock example of the French Revolution, appealed to 
by the Edinburgh Revieio in the actual case. It is utterly untrue that 
the French Revolution took place because ‘ the poor began to compare 
their cottages and salads with the hotels and banquets of the rich ; ’ it 
took place because they were robbed of their cottages and salads to 
support the hotels and banquets of their oppressors. It is utterly untrue 
that there was either a scramble for property or a general confiscation; 
the classes who took part with the foreign invaders lost their property, 
as they would have done here, and ought to do everywhere. All these 
are the vulgar errors of the man on the lion’s back, — which the lion will 
set to rights when he can tell his own story. History is nothing but the 
relation of the sufferings of the poor from the rich ; except precisely so 
far as the numerous classes of the community have contrived to keep the 
virtual power in their hands, or, in other words, to establish free govern- 
ments. If a poor man injures the rich, the law is instantly at his heels j 
the injuries of the rich towards the poor are always inflicted by the law. 
And to enable the rich to do this to any extent that may be practicable 
or prudent, there is clearly one postulate required, which is, that the rich 
shall make the law.” 

This passage is alone sufficient to prove that Mr Bentham has not 
taken the trouble to read our article from beginning to end. We are 
(]uite sure that he would not stoop to misrepresent it. And, if he l^d 
read it with any attention, he woukl have perceived that all this cocpietry, 
this hesitation, this Yes and No, this saying and not saying, is simply an 
exercise of the undenialjle right which in controversy belongs to the 
defensive side — to the side which proposes to establish nothing. The 
aflirniative of the issue and the burden of the proof are u ith Mr Mill, not 
with us. We are not bound, perhaps we arc not able, to show that the 
form of government which he recommends is ])ad. It is quite enough if 
we can show that he does not prove it to be good. In his proof, among 
many other flaws, is this — He say.s, that if men are not inclined to 
plunder each other, government is unnecessary, and that, if men are so 
inclined, kings and aristocracies will plunder the people. Now, this we 
say, is a fallacy. That some men will plunder their neighbours if they 
can, is a sufficient reason for the existence of governments. But it is not 
demonstrated that kings and aristocracies will phmdei the people, unless 
it be true that all men will plunder their neighbours, if they can. Men 
are placed in very different situations. Some have all the bodily plea- 
sures that they desire, and many other pleasures ];)esides, without plunder- 
ing anybody. Others can scarcely obtain their daily bread without 
plundering. It may be true, but surely it is not self-evident, that the 
n)rmer class is under as strong temptations to plunder as the latter. Mr 
Mill was therefore bound to prove it. That he has not proved it is one 
of thirty or forty fatal errors in his argument. It is not necessary that 
we should express an opinion or even have an opinion on the subject. 
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Perhaps we are in a state of perfect scepticism ; but what then ? Are we 
the theorymakers ? When we bring before the world a theory of govern- 
ment, it will be time to call upon us to offer proof at every step. At 
present we stand on our undoubted logical right. We concede nothing ; 
and we deny nothing. We say to the Utilitarian theorists : — When you 
prove your doctrine, we will believe it ; and, till you prove it, we will 
not believe it. 

Mr Benthain has quite misunderstood what we said about the French 
Revolution. We never alluded to that event for the purpose of proving 
that the poor were inclined to rob the rich. Mr Mill’s principles of 
human nature furnished us with that part of our argument ready-made. 
We alluded to the P'rench Revolution for the purpose of illustrating the 
effects which general spoliation produces on society, not for the purpose of 
showing that general spoliation will take place under a democracy. We 
allowed distinctly that, in the peculiar circumstances of the French mon- 
archy, the Revolution, though accompanied by a great shock to the 
institution of property, was a blessing. .Surely Mr Bentham will not 
maintain that the injury produced by the deluge of assignats and by the 
maximum fell only on the emigi*ants, — or that there were not many 
emigrants who would have stayed and lived peaceably under any govern- 
ment if their persons and property had been secure. 

We never said that the French Revolution took place because the 
poor began to compare their cottages and salads with the hotels and ban- 
quets of the rich. We were not speaking about the causes of the Revo- 
lution, or thinking about them. This we said, and say, that, if a democratic 
government had been established in France, the poor, when they began 
to compare their cottages and salads with the hotels and banquets of the 
rich, would, on the supposition that Mr Mill’s principles are sound, have 
plundered the rich, and repeated without provocation all the severities 
and confiscations which at the time of the Revolution, were committed 
with provocation. We say that Mr Mill’s favourite form of government 
would, if his own views of human nature be. just, make those violent 
convulsions and transfers of property which now rarely happen, except, 
as in the case of the French Revolution, when the people are maddened 
by oppression, events of annual or biennial occurrence. We gave no 
opinion of our own. We give none now. We say that this proposition 
may be proved from Mr Mill’s own premises, by steps strictly analogous 
to those by which he proves monarchy and aristocracy to be bad forms 
of government. To say this, is not to say that the proposition is true. 
For we bold both Mr Mill’s premises and his deduction to be unsound 
throughout. 

Mr Bentham challenges us to prove from history that the people will 
plunder the rich. What does history say to Mr Mill’s doctrine, that 
absolute kings will always plunder their subjects so unmercifully as to 
leave nothing but a bare subsistence to any except their own creatures? 
If experience is to be the test, Mr Mill’s theory is unsound. If Mr Mill’s 
reasoning a priori be sound, the people in a democracy will plunder the 
rich. Let us use one weight and one measure. Let us not throw history 
aside when we are proving a theory, and take it up again when we have 
to refute an objection founded on the principles of that theory. 

We have not done, however, with Mr Bentham’s charges against us. 

“ Among other speciitjens of their ingenuity, they think they embarrass 
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the subject by asking why, on the principles in question, women should 
not have votes as well as men. And why not 9 

* Gentle shepherd, tell me why ? ’ — 

If the mode of election was what it ought to be, there would be no more 
difficulty in women voting for a representative in Parliament than for a 
director at the India House. The world will find out at some time that 
the readiest way to secure justice on some points is to be just on all : — 
that the whole is easier to accomplish than the part ; and that, whenever 
the camel is driven through the eye of the needle, it would be simple folly 
and debility that would leave a hoof behind.” 

Why, says or sings Mr Bentham, should not women vote? It may 
seem uncivil in us to turn a deaf ear to his Arcadian warblings. But we 
submit, with great deference, that it is not our business to tell him why. 
We fully agree with him that the principle of female suffrage is not so 
palpably absurd that a chain of reasoning ought to be pronounced 
unsound merely because it leads to female suffrage. We say that every 
argument which tells in favour of the universal suffrage of the males tells 
equally in favour of female suffrage. Mr Mill, however, wishes to see all 
men vote, but says that it is unnecessary that women should vote ; and 
for making this distinction he gives as a reason an assertion which, in the 
first place, is not true, and which, in the next place, would, if true, 
overset his whole theory of human nature ; namely, that the interest of 
the women is identical with that of the men. We side with Mr Bentham, 
30 far, at least, as this : that, when we join to drive the camel through 
the needle, he shall go through hoof and all. We at present desire to 
be excused from driving the camel. It is Mr Mill who leaves the hoof 
behind. But we should think it uncourteous to reproach him in the 
language which Mr Bentham, in the exercise of his paternal authority 
over the sect, thinks himself entitled to employ. 

*• Another of their perverted ingenuities is, that ‘they are rather 
inclined to think,’ that it would, on the whole, be for the interest of the 
majority to plunder the rich ; and if so, the Utilitarians will say that the 
rich ought to be plundered. On which it is sufficient to reply, that for 
the majority to plunder the rich would amount to a declaration that 
uolxxly should be rich ; which, as all men wish to be rich, would involve 
a suicide of hope. And as nobody has shown a fragment of reason why 
such a proceeding should be for the general happiness, it does not follow 
that the ‘Utilitarians’ would recommend it. The Edinburgh Reviewers 
have awaiting gentlewoman’s ideas of ‘Utilitarianism.’ It is unsup- 
ported by anything but the pitiable * We are rather inclined to think ’ — and 
is utterly contradicted by the whole course of history and human experience 
besides, — that there is either danger or possibility of such a consumma- 
tion as the majority agreeing on the plunder of the rich. There have 
been instances in human memory, of their agreeing to plunder rich op- 
pressors, rich traitors, rich enemies, — but the rich simpUciter never. It 
IS as true now as in the days of Harrington that ‘ a people never will, 
nor ever can, never did, nor ever shall, take up arms for levelling.* All 
die commotions in the world have been for something else ; and ‘ level- 
ling’ is brought forward as the blind to conceal what the other was.” 

We say, again and again, that we arc on the defensive. We do not 
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think it necessary to prove that a quack medicine is poison. Let the 
vendor prove it to be sanative. We do not pretend to show that universal 
suffrage is an evil. Let its advocates show it to be a good. Mr Mill 
tells us that, if power be given for short terms to representatives elected 
by all the males of mature age, it will then be for the interest of those 
representatives to promote the greatest happiness of the greatest numiber. 
To prove this, it is necessary that he should prove three propositions : 
first, that the interest of such a representative body will be identical with 
the interest of the constituent body ; secondly, that the interest of the 
constituent body will be identical with that of the community ; thirdly, 
that the interest of one generation of a community is identical with that 
of all succeeding generations. The two first propositions Mr Mill attempts 
to prove and fails. The last he does not even attempt to prove. We 
therefore refuse our assent to his conclusions. Is this unreasonable ? 

We never even dreamed, what Mr Bentham conceives us to have 
maintained, that it could be for the greatest happiness of viankind to 
plunder the rich. But we are “ rather inclined to think,” though doubt- 
ingly and with a disposition to yield to conviction, that it may be for the 
pecuniary interest of the majority of a single generation in a thickly- 
peopled country to plunder the rich. Why we are inclined to think .so 
we will explain, whenever we .send a theory of government to an Ency- 
clopaedia. At pre.sent we are bound to say only that we think .so, and 
shall think so till somebody shows us a reason for thinking otherwise. 

Mr Bentham’s answer to us is simple assertion. He must not think 
that we mean any discourtesy by meeting it with a simple denial. The 
fact is, that almost all the governments that have ever existed in the civi 
Used world have been, in part at least, monarchical and aristocratical. 
The first government constituted on princijdes approaching to those which 
/he Utilitarians hold was, we think, that of the United States. That 
the poor have never combined to plunder the rich in the governments 
of the old world, no more proves that they might not combine to 
plunder the rich under a system of universal suffrage, than the fact 
that the English kings of the House of Brunswick have not been 
Neros and Domitians proves that sovereigns may safely be intrusted 
with absolute power. Of what the people would do in a state of perfect 
sovereignty we can judge only by indications, which, though rarely of 
much moment in themselves, and though always supprcs.sed with little 
difficulty, are yet of great significance, and resemble tho.se by which our 
domestic animals sometimes remind us that they are of kin with the 
fiercest monsters of the forest. It would not be wise to reason from the 
behaviour of a dog crouching under the lash, which is the case of the 
Italian people, or from the behaviour of a dog pampered with the best 
morsels of a plentiful kitchen, which is the case oHhe people of America, 
to the behaviour of a wolf, which is nothing but a dog run wild, after a 
week^s fast among the snows of the Pyrenees. No commotion, says 
Mr Bentham, was ever really produced by the wish of levelling ; the 
wish has been put forward as a blind ; but something else has been the 
real object. Grant all this. But why has levelling been put forward as 
a blind in times of commotion to conceal the real objects of the agitators ? 
Is it with declarations which involve ‘*a suicide of hope” that mer 
attempt to allure others ? Was famine, pestilence, slavery, ever held ou( 
to attract the people? If levelling has been made a pretence for dis 
turbances, the argument against Mr Bentham’s doctrine is as strong as 
if it had been the real object of disturbances. 
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But the great objection which Mr Bentham makes to our review, still 
remains to be noticed ; — 

“ The pith of the charge against the author of the Essays is, that he 
has written ‘ an elaborate Treatise on Government, ’ and ‘ deduced the 
whole science from the assumption of certain propensities of human nature.’ 
Now, in the name of Sir Richard Birnie and all saints, from what else 
should it be deduced? What did ever anybody imagine to be the end, 
object, and design of government as it ought to be but the same operation, 
on an extended scale, which that meritorious chief magistrate conducts 
on a limited one at Bow Street ; to wit, the preventing one man from 
injuring another ? Imagine, then, that the Whiggery of Bow Street were 
to rise up against the proposition that their science was to be deduced 
from ‘ certain propensities of human nature,’ and thereon were to ratio- 
cinate as follows : — 

“ ‘ How then are we to arrive at just conclusions on a subject so im- 
portant to the happiness of mankind ? Surely by that method, which, in 
every experimental science to which it has been applied, has signally 
increasecl the power and knowledge of our species, — by that method for 
which our new philosophers would substitute quibbles scarcely worthy of 
tlie barbarous respondents and opponents of the middle ages, — by the 
method of induction, — by observing the present state of the world, — by 
assiduously studying the history of past ages, — by sifting the evidence of 
facts, — by carefully combining and contrasting those which are authentic, 
—by generalising with judgment and diffidence, — by perpetually bringing 
the theory which we have constmeted to the test of new facts, — by correct- 
ing, or altogether abandoning it, according as those new facts prove it to 
be partially or fundamentally unsound. Proceeding thus, — patiently, dili- 
gently, candidly, we may hope to form a system as fiir inferior in pretension 
to that which we have been examining, and as far superior to it in real utility, 
as the prescriptions of a great physician, varying with every stage of every 
malady, and with the consrlitution of every patient, to the pill of the advertis- 
ing quack, which is to cure all human beings, in all climates, of all diseases. ’ ” 

“ Fancy now, — only fancy, — the delivery of these wise words at Bow 
Street ; and think how speedily the practical catchpolls would reply, that 
all this might be very fine, but, as far as they had studied history, the 
naked story was, after all, that numbers of men had a propensity to 
thieving, and their business was to catch them ; that they, too, had been 
sifters of facts ; and, to say the truth, their simple opinion was, that their 
Inethren of the red waistcoat — though they should be sorry to think ill 
of any man — had somehow contracted a leaning to the other side, and 
were more bent on puzzling the case for the benefit of the defendants, than 
on doing the duty of good officers and true. Such would, beyond all 
doubt, be the sentence passed on such trimmers in the microcosm of Bow 
Street. It might not absolutely follow that they were in a plot to rob the 
goldsmiths’ .shops, or to set fire to the House of Commons ; but it would 
qe quite clear that they had got a feelings — that they were in process of 
siding with the thieves, — and that it was not to them that any man must 
look who was anxious that pantries should be safe.” 

This is all very witty ; but it does not touch us. On the present occa- 
sion, we cannot but flatter ourselves that we bear a much greater resem- 
blance to a practical catchpoll than either Mr Mill or Mr Bentham. It 
Would, to be sure, be very absurd in a magistrate discussing the arrange- 
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ments of a police-office, to spout in the style either of our article or Mr 
Bentham’s ; but, in substance, he would proceed, if he were a man of 
sense, exactly as we recommend. He would, on being appointed to pro- 
vide for the security of property in a town, study attentively the state of 
the town. He would learn at what places, at what times, and under what 
circumstances, theft and outrage were most frequent. xVre the streets, 
he would ask, most infested with thieves at sunset or at midnight? Are 
there any public places of resort which give peculiar facilities to pickpockets? 
Are there any districts completely inhabited by a lawless population ? 
Which are the flash houses, and which the shops of receivers ? Having made 
himself master of the facts, he would act accordingly. A strong detach- 
ment of officers might be necessary for Petticoat Lane ; another for the 
pit entrance of Covent Garden Theatre. Grosvenor Square and Hamil- 
ton Place would require little or no protection. Exactly thus should we 
reason about government. Lombardy is oppressed by tyrants ; and 
constitutional checks, such as may produce security to the people, are 
required. It is, so to speak, one of the resorts of thieves ; and there is 
great need of police-officers. Denmark resembles one of those respectable 
streets in which it is scarcely necessary to station a catchpoll, because the 
inhabitants would at once join to seize a thief. Yet, even in such a street, 
we should wish to see an officer appearnowand then, as his occasional super 
intendence would render the security more complete. And even Denmark, 
we think, would be better off under a constitutional form of government 

Mr Mill proceeds like a director of police, who, without asking a 
single question about the state of his district, should give his orders thus : 
— “ My maxim is, that every man wdll take what he can. Every man in 
London would be a thief, but for the thieftakers. This is an undeniable 
principle of human nature. Some of my predece.ssors have wasted their 
time in inquiring about particular pawnbrokers, and partiadar aleliouses. 
Experience is altogether divided. Of people placed in exactly the same 
situation, I see that one steals, and that another would sooner burn his 
hand off. Therefore I trust to the laws of human nature alone, and pro- 
nounce all men thieves alike. Let everybody, high and low, be watched. 
Let Townsend take particular care that the Duke of Wellington does not 
steal the silk handkerchief of the lord in waiting at the levee. A person 
has lost a watch. Go to Lord Fitzwilliam and search him for it ; he is 
as great a receiver of stolen goods as Ikey Solomons himself. Don’t tell 
me about his rank, and character, and fortune. He is a man ; and a man 
does not change his nature when he is called a lord.* Either men will 
steal or they will not steal. If they will not, why do I sit here ? If they 
will, his lordship must be a thief.” The Whiggery of Bow Street would 
perhaps rise up against this wisdom. Would Mr Bentham think that the 
Whiggery of Bow Street was in the wrong ? 

blamed Mr Mill for deducing his theory of government from the 
principles of human nature. “ In the name of Sir Richard Birnie and 
all saints,” cries Mr Bentham, “ from what else should it be deduced ? ” 
In spite of this solemn adjuration, we shall venture to answer Mr 
Bentham’s question by another. How does he arrive at those principles 
of human nature from which he proposes to deduce the science of 

* “If Government is founded upon this, as a law of human nature, that a man, if 
able, will take from others anything which they have and he desires, it is .sufficiently 
evident that when a man is called a king, hie does not change his nature so that, 
when he has power to tak% what he pleases, he will take what he pleases. To suppose 
that he will not, is to affirm that government is unnecessary and that human being:* 
will abstain from injuring one another of their ow n acoord.^’— Mill on Government. 
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government ? We think that we may venture to put an answer into his 
mouth ; for in truth there is but one possible answer. He will say — By 
experience. But what is the extent of this experience? Is it an 
experience which includes experience of the conduct of men intrusted 
with the powers of government ; or is it exclusive of that experience ? If 
it includes experience of the manner in wliich men act when intrusWd 
with the powers of government, then those principles of human nature 
from which the science of government is to Ise deduced can only be 
known after going through that inductive process by which we propose 
to arrive at the science of government. Our knowledge of human nature, 
instead of being prior in order to our knowledge of the science of govwn- 
ment, will be posterior to it. And it would be correct to say, that by 
means of the science of government, and of other kindred sciences — the 
science of education, for example, which falls under exactly the same 
principle — we arrive at the science of human nature. 

If, on the other hand, we are to deduce the theory of government from 
principles of human nature, in arriving at which principles we have not 
taken into the account the manner in w'hich men act when invested with 
the powers of government, then those principles must be defective. They 
have not been formed by a sufficiently copious induction. We are 
reasoning, from what a man does in one situation, to what he will do in 
another. Sometimes we may be quite justified in reasoning thus. When 
we have no means of acquiring information about the particular case be- 
fore us, we are compelled to resort to cases which bear some resemblance 
to it. But the more satisfactory course is to obtain information about the 
particular case ; and, whenever this can be obtained, it ought to be 
obtained. When first the yellow fever broke out, a physician might be 
justified in treating it as he had been accustomed to treat those complaints 
which, on the whole, had the most symptoms in common with it. But 
what should we think of a physician who should now tell us that he 
deduced his treatment of yellow fever from the general theory of psttho- 
logy? Surely we should ask him. Whether, in constructing his theory 
of pathology, he had or had not taken into the account the facts which 
had been ascertained respecting the yellow fever ? If he had, then it 
would be more correct to say that he had arrived at the principles of 
pathology pai tly by his experience of cases of yellow fever than that he 
had deduced his treatment of yellow fever from the principles of patho- 
logy. If he had not, he should not prescribe for us. If we had the 
yellow fever, we should prefer a man who had never treated any cases 
but cases of yellow fever to a man who had walked the hospitals of London 
and Paris for years, but who knew nothing of our particular disease. 

Let Lord Bacon speak for us : Inductionem censemus earn esse 

demonstrandi formam, quas sensum tuetur, et naturam premit, et operibus 
imminet, ac fere immiscetur. Itaque ordo quoque demonstrandi plane 
invertitur. Adhuc enim res ita geri consiievit, ut a sensu et particu- 
laribus prime loco ad maxime generalia advoletur, tanquam ad polos 
fixes, circa quos disputationes vertantur ; ab illis caetera, per media, 
deriventur ; vii certe compendiarii, sed pnecipiti, et ad naturam 
impervii, ad disputatiofnes proclivi et accommodate. At, secundum 
iios, axiomata continehter et gradatim excitantur, ut non, nisi pos- 
tremo loco, ad maxime generalia veniatur.” Can any words more 
exactly describe the political reasonings of Mr Mill than those in which 
Lord Bacon thus describes the logomachies of the schoolmen? Mr Mill 
springs at once to a general principle of the widest extent, and from that 
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general principle deduces syllogis'tically every thing which is included 
in it. We say with Bacon — “non, nisi postremo loco, ad maxitne 
generalia veniatur." In the present inquiry, the science of human nature 
is the “ maxime generate.** To this the Utilitarian rushes at once, and 
from this he deduces a hundred sciences. But the true philosopher, the 
iAductive reasoner, travels up to it slowly, through those hundred 
sciences, of which the science of government is one. 

As we have lying before us that incomparable volume, the noblest and 
most useful of all the works of the human reason, the Novum Orgamim, 
we will transcribe a few lines, in which the Utilitarian philosophy is 
portrayed to the life. 

“ Syllogismus ad Principia scientiarum non adhibetur, ad media 
axiomata fmstra adhibetur, cum sit subtilitati naturae longe impar. 
Assensum itaque constringit, non res. Syllogismus ex propositionibus 
constat, propositiones ex verbis, verba notionum tesserae sunt. Itaque 
si notiones ipsae, id quod basis rei est, confusae sint, et tenere a rebus 
abstractae, nihil in iis quae superstruuntur est firmitudinis. Itaque spes 
est una in Inductione vera. In notionibus nil sani est, nec in Logicis 
nec in physicis. Non substantia, non qualitas, agere, pati, ipsum esse, 
bonae notiones sunt ; multo minus grave, leve, densum, tenue, humidum, 
siccum, generatio, corruptio, attrahere, fugare, elementuin, materia, 
forma, et id genus, sed omnes phantasticae et male terminatae.*’ 

Substitute for the substantia,” the “generatio,” the “ corruptio,” the 
“elementum,” the “materia,” of the old schoolmen, Mr Mill's pain, 
pleasure, interest, power, objects of desire, — and the words of Bacon will 
seem to suit the current year as well as the beginning of the seventeenth 
century. 

We have now gone through the objections that Mr Benthnm makes to 
our article : and we submit ourselves on all the charges to the judgment 
of the public. 

The rest of Mr Bentham’s article consists of an exposition of the Utili- 
tarian principle, or, as he decrees that it shall be called, the “greatest 
happiness principle.” He seems to think that we have been assailing it. 
We never said a syllable against it. We spoke slightingly of the Utilita- 
rian sect, as we thought of them, and think of them ; but it was not for 
holding this doctrine that we blamed them. In attacking them we no 
more meant to attack the “ greatest happiness principle ” than when we 
say that Mahometanism is a false religion we mean to deny the unity of 
God, which is the first article of the Mahometan creed ; — no more than 
Mr Bentham, when he sneers at the Whigs means to blame them for 
denying the divine right of kings. We reasoned throughout our article 
on the supposition that the end of government was to produce the greatest 
happiness to mankind. 

Mr Bentham gives an account of the manner in which he arrived at 
the discovery of the “greatest happiness principle.** He then proceeds 
to describe the effects which, as he conceives, that discovery is producing 
in language so rhetorical and ardent that, if it had been written by any 
other person, a genuine Utilitarian would certainly have thrown down the 
book m disgust. 

“ The only rivals of any note to the new principle which were brought 
forward, were those known by the names of the ‘ moral .sense,* and the 
' original contract.* The new principle superseded the first of these, by 
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presenting it with a guide for its decisions ; and the other, by making it 
unnecessary to resort to a remote and imaginary contract for what was 
clearly the business of every man and every hour. Throughout the 
whole horizon of morals and of politics, the consequences were glorious 
and vast. It might be said without danger of exaggeration, that they 
who sat in darkness liad seen a great light. The mists in which man- 
kind had jousted against each other were swept away, as when the sun 
of astronomical science arose in the full development of the principle of 
gravitation. If the object of legislation was the greatest happiness, 
morality was the promotion of the same end by the conduct of the indi- 
vidual ; and by analogy, the happiness of the world was the morality of 
nations. 

** All the sublime obscurities, which had haunted the mind of 

man from the first formation of society, — the phantoms whose steps had 
been on earth, and their heads among the clouds — marshalled themselves 
at the sound of this new principle of connection and of union, and stood 
a regulated band, where all was order, symmetry, and force. What men 
had struggled for and bled, while they saw it but as through a glass 
darkly, was made the object of substantial knowledge and lively appre- 
hension. The bones of sages and of patriots stiiTed w'ithin their tombs, 
that what they dimly saw and followed had become the world’s common 
heritage. And the great result was wrought by no supernatural means, 
nor produced by any unparallelablc concatenation of events. It was 
foretold by no oracles, and ushered by no portents ; but was brought 
about by the quiet and reiterated exercise of God’s first gift of common 
sense.” 


Mr Bentham’s discovery does not, as we think we shall be able to 
show, approach in importance to that of gravitation, to which he com- 
pares it. At all events, Mr Bentham seems to us to act much as Sir 
Isaac Newton would have done if he had gone about boasting that he 
was the first person w'ho taught bricklayers not lo jump off scaffolds and 
break their legs. 

Does Mr Bentham profess to hold out any new motive which may 
induce men to promote the happiness of the species to which they 
belong ? Not at all. He distinctly admits that, if he is asked why 
government should attempt to produce the greatest possible happiness, 
he can give no answer. 

“The real answer,” says he, “appeared to be, that men at large 
oa^/it not to allow a government to afflict them with more evil or less 
good than they can help. What a government ought to do is a mys- 
terious and searching (juestion, which those may answer who know what 
it means ; but what other men ought to do is a question of no mystery at 
all. The word ought^ if it means anything, must have reference to some 
kind of interest or motives ; and what interest a government has in doing 
right, when it happens to be interested in doing wrong, is a question for 
the schoolmen. The fact appears to be, that ought is not predicable of 
governments. The question is not why governments are bound not to do 
this or that, but why other men should let them if they can help it. The 
point is not to determine why the lion should not eat sheep, but why 
men should not eat their own mutton if they can.” 

The principle of Mr Bentham, if we understand it, is this, that man* 
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kind ought to act so as to produce their greatest happiness. The word 
ought^ he tells us, has no meaning, unless it be used with reference to 
some interest. But the interest of a man is synonymous with his greatest 
happiness : — and therefore to say that a man ought to do a thing, is to 
say that it is for his greatest happiness to do it. And to say that man- 
kind ought to act so as to produce their greatest happiness, is to say that 
the greatest happiness is the greatest happiness — ^and this is all I 

Does Mr Bentham’s principle tend to make any man wish for anything 
for which he would not have wished, or do anything which he would 
not have done, if the principle had never been heard of? If not, it is an 
utterly useless principle. Now, every man pursues his own happiness 
or interest — call it which you will. If his happiness coincides with the 
happiness of the species, then, whether he ever heard of the “ greatest 
happiness principle ” or not, he will, to the best of his knowledge and 
ability, attempt to produce the greatest happiness of the species. But, 
if what he thinks his happiness be inconsistent with the greatest happi- 
ness of mankind, will this new principle convert him to another frame of 
mind ? Mr Bentham himself allows, as we have seen, that he can give 
no reason why a man should promote the greatest happiness of others if 
their greatest happiness be inconsistent with what he thinks his own. 
We should very much like to know how the Utilitarian principle would 
run when reduced to one plain imperative proposition ? Will it run thus 
—pursue your own happiness ? This is superfluous. Every man pur- 
sues it, according to his light, and always has pursued it, and always 
must pursue it. To say that a man has done anything, is to say that he 
thought it for his happiness to do it. Will the principle run thus — 
pursue the greatest happiness of mankind, whether it be your own 
greatest happiness or not ? This is absurd and impossible ; and Bentham 
himself allows it to be so. But, if the principle be not stated in one of 
these two ways, we cannot imagine how it is to be stated at all. Stated 
in one of these ways, it is an identical proposition, — true, but utterly 
barren of consequences. Stated in the other way, it is a contradiction in 
terms. Mr Bentham has distinctly declined the absurdity. Are we 
then to suppose that he adopts the truism ? 

There are thus, it seems, two great tinths which the Utilitarian philo- 
sophy is to communicate to mankind — two truths which are to proiluce 
a revolution in morals, in laws, in governments, in literature, in the 
whole system of life. The first of these is speculative ; the second is 
practical. The speculative truth is, that the greatest happiness is the 
greatest happiness. The practical nile is very simple ; for it imports 
merely that men should never omit, when they wish for anything, to 
wish for it, or when they do anything, to do it ! It is a great comfort to 
us to think that we readily assented to the former of these great doctrines 
as soon as it was stated to us ; and that we have long endeavoured, as 
far as human frailty would permit, to conform to the latter in our 
practice. We are, however, inclined to suspect that the calamities of 
the human race have l>een owing, less to their not knowing that happi- 
ness was happiness, than to their not knowing how to obtain it — less to 
their neglecting to do what they did, than to their not being able to do 
what they wished, or not wishing to do what they ought. 

Thus frivolous, thus usele.ss is this philosophy, — “ controversiarum 
ferax, operum effoeta, ad garriendum prompta, ad generandum invalida.” * 
The humble mechanic who discovers some slight improvement in the 
* Bacon, Novum OrguHum. 
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construction of safety lamps or steam- vessels does more for the happiness 
of mankind than the magnificent principle,” as Mr Bentham calls it, 
will do in ten thousand years. The mechanic teaches us how we may in 
a small degree be better off than we were. The Utilitarian advises us 
with great pomp to be as well off as we can. 

The doctrine of a moral sense may be very imphilosophical ; but 
we do not think that it can be proved to be pernicious. Men did 
not entertain certain desires and aversions because they believed in 
a moral sense, but they gave the name of moral sense to a feeling 
which they found in their minds, however it came there. If they 
had given it no name at all it w'ould still have influenced their actions ; 
and it will not be very easy to demonstrate that it has influenced their 
actions the more because they have called it the moral sense. The 
theory of the original contract is a fiction, and a very absurd fiction ; 
but in practice it meant, what the “greatest happiness principle,” 
if ever it becomes a w^atchword of political warfare, will mean — that is to 
say, whatever served the turn of those who used it. Both the one ex- 
pression and the other sound very w'ell in debating clubs ; but in the real 
conflicts of life our passions and interests bid them stand aside and know 
their place. The “ greatest happiness principle ” has always been latent 
\inder the words, social contract, justice, benevolence, patriotism, liberty, 
and so forth, just as far as it was for the happiness, real or imagined, of 
those who used these w'ords to promote the greatest happiness of man- 
kind. And of this we may be sure, that the words “ greatest happiness ” 
will never, in any man’s mouth, mean more than the greatest happiness 
of others which is consistent with what he thinks his own. The project 
of mending a bad world by teaching people to give new names to old 
things reminds us of Walter Shandy’s scheme for compensating the loss 
of his son’s nose by christening him Trismegistus. What society wants 
is a new motive — not a new cant. If Mr Bentham can find out any 
argument yet undiscovered which may induce men to pursue the general 
liappiness, he will indeed be a great benefactor to our species. But those 
whose happiness is identical with the general happiness are even now 
promoting the general happiness to the very best of their power and 
knowledge ; and Mr Bentham himself confesses that he has no means of 
l>ersuading those whose happiness is not identical with the general happi- 
ness to act upon his principle. Is not this, then, darkening counsel oy 
words without knowle^lge ? If the only fniit of the “ magnificent prin- 
ciple ” is to be, that the oppressors and pilferers of the next generation 
are to talk of seeking the greatest happiness of the greatest number, just 
as the same class of men have talked in our time of seeking to uphold the 
Protestant constitution — just as they talked under Anne of seeking the 
good of the Church, and under Cromwell of seeking the Lord — where is 
the gain ? Is not every great question already enveloped in a sufficiently 
dark cloud of unmeaning words? Is it so difficult for a man to cant some 
one or more of the good old English cants which his father and grand- 
father canted before him, that he must learn, in the schools of the Utili- 
tarians, a new sleight of tongue, to make fools clap and wise men sneer ? 
Let our countrymen keep their eyes on the neophytes of this sect, and see 
whether we turn out to be mistaken in the prediction which we now 
harard. It will before long be found, we prophesy, that, as the corrup- 
tion of a dunce is the generation of an Utilitarian, so is the corruption of 
an Utilitarian the generation of a jobber. 

The most elevated station that the greatest Imppiness principle is 
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ever likely to attain is this, that it may be a fashionable phrase among 
newspaper writers and members of parliament — that it may succeed to the 
dignity which has been enjoyed by the “ original contract,” by the “ con- 
stitution of 1688,” and other expressions of the same kind. We do not 
apprehend that it is a less flexible cant than those which have preceded 
it, or that it will less easily furnish a pretext for any design for which a 
pretext may be required. The “ original contract ” meant in the Con- 
vention Parliament the co-ordinate authority of the Three Estates. If 
there were to be a radical insurrection to-morrow, the original con- 
tract” would stand just as well for annual parliaments and universal 
suffrage. The “Glorious Constitution,” again, has meant everything 
in turn : the Habeas Corpus Act, the Suspension of the Habeas Corpus 
Act, the Test Act, the Repeal of the Test Act. There has not been for 
many years a single important measure which has not been unconstitutional 
with its opponents, and which its supporters have not maintained to be 
agreeable to the true spirit of the constitution. Is it easier to ascertain 
what is for the greatest happiness of the human race than what is the 
constitution of England? If not, the “greatest happiness principle” will 
be what the “ principles of the constitution” are, a thing to be appealed 
to by everybody, and understood by everybody in the sense which 
suits him best. It will mean cheap bread, dear bread, free trade, protect- 
ing duties, annual parliaments, septennial parliaments, universal suffrage, 
Old Sarum, trial by jury, martial law — everything, in short, good, bad, 
or indifferent, of which any person, from rapacity or from l>enevolence, 
chooses to undertake the defence. It will mean six-and-eightpence with 
the attorney, tithes at the rectory, and game-laws at the manor-house. 
The Statute of Uses, in appearance the most sweeping legislative reform 
in our history, was said to have produced no other effect than that of 
adding three words to a conveyance. The universal admission of Mr 
Bentham’s great principle would, as far as we can see, produce no other 
effect than that those orators who, while waiting for a meaning, gain time 
(like bankers paying in sixpences during a run) by uttering words that 
mean nothing would substitute “ the greatest happiness,” or rather, as 
the longer phrase, “the greatest happiness of the greatest number,” for 
“ under existing circumstances,” — “now that I am on my legs,” — and 
“ Mr Speaker, I, for one, am free to say.” In fact, principles of this sort 
resemble those forms which are sold by law-stationers, with blanks for the 
names of parties, and for the special circumstances of every case— mere 
customary headings and conclusions, which are equally at the command 
of the most honest and of the most unrighteous claimant. It is on the 
filling up that everything depends. 

The “ greatest happiness principle ” of Mr Bentham is included in the 
Christian morality ; and, to our thinking, it is there exhibited in an 
infinitely more sound and philosophical form than in the Utilitarian 
speculations. For in the New Testament it is neither an identical pro- 
position, nor a contradiction in terms ; and, as laid down by Mr Bentham, 
It must be either the one or the other. “ Do as you would be done by : 
Love your neighbour as yourself ; ” these are the precepts of Jesus Christ. 
Understood in an enlarged .sense, the.se precepts are, in fact, a direction to 
every man to promote the greatest happiness of the greatest number. 
But this direction would be utterly unmeaning, as it actually is in Mr 
Bentham^s philosophy, unless it were accompanied by a sanction. In the 
Christian scheme, accordingly, it is accompanied by a sanction ol immense 
force. To a man whose greatest happiness in this world is inconsistent 
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with the greatest happiness of the greatest number is held out the prospect 
of an infinite happiness hereafter, from which he excludes himself by 
wronging his fellow-creatures here. 

This is practical philosophy, as practical as that on which penal legis- 
lation is founded. A man is told to do something which otherwise he 
would not do, and is furnished with a new motive for doing it. Mr 
Bentham has no new motive to furnish his disciples with. He has talents 
sufficient to effect anything that can be effected. But to induce men to 
act without an inducement is too much, even for him. He should reflect 
that the whole vast world of morals cannot be moved unless the mover 
can obtain some stand for his engines beyond it. He acts as Archimedes 
would have done, if he had attempted to move the earth by a lever fixed 
on the earth. The action and reaction neutralise each other. The artist 
labours, and the world remains at rest. Mr Bentham can only tell us to 
do something which we have always been doing, and should still have 
continued to do, if we had never heard of the “ greatest happiness prin- 
ciple ’’ — or else to do something which we have no conceivable motive 
for doing, and therefore shall not do. Mr Bentham’s principle is at best 
no more than the golden rule of the Gospel without its sanction. Whatever 
evils, therefore, have existed in societies in which the authority of the 
Gospel is recognised may, a fortiori, as it appears to us, exist in societies 
in which the Utilitarian principle is recognised. We do not apprehend 
that it is more difficult for a tyrant or a persecutor to persuade himself 
and others that in putting to death those who oppose his power or differ 
from his opinions he is pursuing the greatest happiness,’’ than that he 
is doing as he would be done by. But religion gives him a motive for 
doing as he would be done by : and Mr Bentham furnishes him no motive 
to induce him to promote the general happiness. If, on the other hand, 
Mr Bentham’s principle mean only that every man should pursue his own 
greatest happiness, he merely asserts what everybody knows, and recom- 
mends what everybody does. 

It is not upon this “ greatest happiness principle” that the fame of Mr 
Bentham will rest. He has not taught people to pursue their owm happi- 
ness ; for that they always did. He has not taught them to promote the 
happiness of others, at the expense of their own ; for that they will not 
and cannot do. But he has taught them honu, in some most important 
points, to promote their own happiness ; and, if his school had emulated 
him as successfully in this respect as in the trick of passing off truisms 
for discoveries, the name of Benthamite would have been no word for 
the scoffer. But few of those who consider themselves as in a more espe- 
cial manner his followers have anything in common with him but nis 
faults. The whole science of Jurisprudence is his. He has done much 
for political economy ; but we are not aware that in either department 
any improvement has been made by members of his sect. He discovered 
truths ; all that th^ have done has been to make those truths unpopular. 
He investigated tne philosophy of law ; he could teach them only to 
snarl at lawyers. 

We entertain no apprehensions of danger to the institutions of this 
country from the Utilitarians. Our fears are of a different kind. We 
dread the odium and discredit of their alliance. We wish to see a broad 
and clear line drawn between the judicious friends of practical reform and 
a sect which, having derived all its inflnence from the countenance which 
they have imprudently bestowed upon it, hates them with the deadly 
hatred of ingratitude. There is not, and we firmly believe that there 
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never was, in this countiy a party so unpopular. They have already 
made the science of political economy — science of vast importance to 
the welfare of nations — an object of disgust to the majority of the com- 
munity. The question of parliamentary reform will share the same fate 
if once an association be formed in the public mind between Reform and 
Utilitarianism. 

We bear no enmity to any member of the sect ; and for Mr Bentham 
we entertain very high admiration. We know that among his followers 
there are some welMntentioned men, and some men of talents ; but we 
cannot say that we think the logic on which they pride themselves likely 
to improve their heads, or the scheme of morality which they have 
adopted likely to improve their hearts. Their theory of morals, how- 
ever, well deserves an article to itself ; and perhaps, on some future occa- 
sion, we may discuss it more fully than time and space at present allow. 

The preceding article was written, and was actually in types, when a 
letter from Mr Bentham appeared in the newspapers, importing that, 
“ though he had furnished the Westminster Review with some memoranda 
respecting * the greatest happiness principle,’ he had nothing to do with 
the remarks on our former article.’’ We are truly happy to find that 
this illustrious man had so small a share in a performance which, for hi.s 
sake, we have treated with far greater lenity than it deserved. The miy 
take, however, does not in the least affect any part of our arguments \ 
and we have therefore thought it unnecessary to cancel or cast anew any 
of the foregoing pages. Indeed, we are not sorry that the world should 
see how respectfully we were disposed to treat a great man, even when 
we considered him as the author of a very weak and very unfair attack on 
ourselves. We wish, however, to intimate to the actual writer of that 
attack that our civilities were intended for the author of the “ Preuves 
Judiciaires,” and the “ Defence of Usury” — and not for him. We can- 
not conclude, indeed, without expressing a wish — though we fear it has 
but little chance of reaching Mr Bentham — that he would endeavour to 
find better editors for his compositions. If M. Dumont had not been 
a rfdacteur of a different description from some of his successors, Mr 
Bentham would never have attained the distinction of even giving his 
name to a sect. 



UTILITARIAN THEORY OF GOVERNMENT 


205 


UTILITARIAN THEORY OF GOVERNMENT. 

(October 1829.) 

Westminster Review (XA'//., Art. i6), on the Strictures of the Ectinhurgh 
Revtew{XCVIII. Art. i), on the Utilitarian Theory of Government, and ike 
“ Greatest Happiness Principle." 

We have long been of opinion that the Utilitarians have owed all their 
influence to a mere delusion — that, while professing to have submitted 
their minds to an intellectual discipline of peculiar severity, to have dis- 
carded all sentimentality, and to have acquired consummate skill in the 
art of reasoning, they are decidedly inferior to the mass of educated men 
in the very qualities in which they conceive themselves to excel. They 
have undoubtedly freed themselves from the dominion of some absurd 
notions. But their struggle for intellectual emancipation has ended, as 
injudicious and violent struggles for political emancipation too often end, 
in a mere change of tyrants. Indeed, we are not sure that we do not 
prefer the venerable nonsense which holds prescriptive sway over the 
ultra-Tory to the upstart dynasty of prejudices and sophisms by which 
the revolutionists of the moral world liave suffered themselves to be 
enslaved. 

The Utilitarians have sometimes been abused as intolerant, arrogant, 
irreligious, — as enemies of literature, of the fine arts, and of the domestic 
charities. They have been reviled for some things of which they were 
guilty, and for some of which they were innocent. But scarcely anybody 
seems to have perceived that almost all their peculiar faults arise from 
the utter want both of comprehensiveness and of precision in their mode 
of reasoning. We have, for some time past, been convinced that this was 
really the case ; and that, whenever their philosophy should be boldly 
and unsparingly scrutinised, the world would see that it had been under 
a mistake respecting them. 

We have made the experiment ; and it has succeeded far beyond our 
most sanguine expectations. A chosen champion of the School has come 
forth against us. A specimen of his logical abilities now lies before us ; 
and we pledge ourselves to show that no prebendary at an anti-Catholic 
meeting, no tnie blue baronet after the third bottle at a Pitt Club, ever 
displayed such utter incapacity of comprehending or answering an argu- 
ment as appears in the speculations of this Utilitarian apostle ; that he 
does not understand our meaning, or Mr MilPs meaning, or Mr Bentham’s 
meaning, or his own meaning ; and that the various parts of his system 
-if the name of S3rstem can be so misapplied— directly contradict each 
<>ther. 

Having shown this, we intend to leave him in undisputed possession of 
whatever advantage he may derive from the last word. We propose only 
to convince the public that there is nothing in the far-famed logic of the 
Utilitarians of which any plain man has reason to be afraid ; that this 
logic will impose on no man who dares to look it in the face. 
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The Westminster Reviewer begins by charging us with having misre- 
presented an important part of Mr Mill’s argument. 

“ The first extract given by the Edinburgh Reviewers from the Essay 
was an insulated passage, purposely despoiled of what had preceded and 
what followed. The author had been observing, that * some profound 
and benevolent investigators of human affairs had adopted the conclusion 
that, of all the possible forms of government, absolute monarchy is the 
best.’ This is what the reviewers have omitted at the beginning. He 
then adds, as in the extract, that * Experience, if we look only at the 
outside^of the facts, appears to be divided on this subject ; ’ there are 
Caligulas in one place, and kings of Denmark in another. ‘ As the 
surface of history affords, therefore, no certain principle of decision, we 
must go beyond the surface, and penetrate to the springs within. ’ This is 
what the reviewers have omitted at the end.” 

It is perfectly true that our quotation from Mr Mill’s essay was, like 
most other quotations, preceded and followed by something which we 
did not quote. But, if the Westminster Reviewer means to say that 
either what preceded or what followed would, if quoted, have shown that 
we put a wrong interpretation on the passage which was extracted, he 
does not understand Mr Mill rightly. 

Mr Mill undoubtedly says that, “ as the surface of history affords no 
certain principle of decision, we must go beyond the surface, and pene- 
trate to the springs within.” But these expressions will admit of several 
interpretations. In what sense, then, does Mr Mill use them ? If he 
means that we ought to inspect the facts with close attention, he means 
what is rational. But, if he means that we ought to leave the facts, with 
all their apparent inconsistencies, unexplained — to lay down a general 
principle of the widest extent, and to deduce doctrines from that prin- 
ciple by syllogistic argument, without pausing to consider whether those 
doctrines be or be not consistent with the facts, — then he means what is 
irrational ; and this is clearly what he does mean ; for he immediately 
begins, without offering the least explanation of the contradictory ap- 
pearances which he has himself described, to go beyond the surface in 
the following manner : — “That one human being will desire to render 
the person and property of another subservient to his pleasures, notwith* 
standing the pain or loss of pleasure which it may occasion to that other 
individual, is the foundation of goveniment. The desire of the object 
implies the desire of the power necessary to accomplish the object.” 
And thus he proceeds to deduce consequences directly inconsistent 
with what he has himself stated respecting the situation of the Danish 
people. 

If we assume that the object of government is the preservation of the 
persons and property of men, then we must hold thaf, wherever that 
object is attained, there the principle of good government exists. If that 
object be attained both in Denmark and in the United States of America, 
then that which makes government good must exist, under whatevei 
disguise of title or name, both in Denmark and in the United States. If 
men lived in fear for their lives and their possessions under Nero and 
under the National Convention, it follows that the causes from which 
misgovemment proceeds existed both in the despotism of Rome and in 
the democracy of Fr^tnce. What, then, is that which, being found in 
Denmark and in the United States, and not being found in the Roman 
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Empire or under the administration of Robespierre, renders governments, 
widely differing in their external form, practically good ? Be it what it 
may, it certainly is not that which Mr Mill proves a priori that it must 
be,— *a democratic representative assembly. For the Danes have no such 
assembly. 

The latent principle of good government ought to be tracked, as it 
appears to us, in the same manner in which Lord Bacon proposed to 
track the principle of Heat. Make as large a list as possible, said that 
great man, of those bodies in which, however widely they differ from 
each other in appearance, we perceive heat ; and as large a list as possible 
of those which, while they bear a general resemblance to hot bodies, are 
nevertheless not hot. Observe the different degrees of heat in different 
hot bodies ; and then, if there be something which is found in all hot 
bodies, and of which the increase or diminution is always accompanied by 
an increase or diminution of heat, we may hope that we have really 
discovered the object of our search. In the same manner we ought to 
examine the constitution of all those communities in which, under what- 
ever form, the blessings of good government are enjoyed ; and to discover, 
if possible, in what they resemble each other, and in what they all differ 
from those societies in which the object of government is not attained 
By proceeding thus we shall arrive, not indeed at a perfect theory of 
government, but at a theory which will be of great practical use, and 
which the experience of every successive generation will probably bring 
nearer and nearer to perfection. 

The inconsistencies into which Mr Mill has been betrayed by taking a 
different course ought to serve as a warning to all speculators. Because 
Denmark is well governed by a monarch who, in appearance at least, is 
absolute, Mr Mill thinks that the only mode of arriving at the true prin- 
ciples of government is to deduce them a priori from the laws of human, 
nature. And what conclusion does he bring out by this deduction? We 
will give it in his own words ; — “In the grand discovery of modem times, 
the system of representation, the solution of all the difficulties, both 
speculative and practical, will perhaps be found. If it cannot, we seem 
to be forced upon the extraordinary conclusion that good government is 
impossible.” That the Danes are well governed withoi\); a representation 
is a reason for deducing the theory of government from a general principle 
from which it necessarily follows that good government is imjiossible with- 
out a representation ! \Ve have done our best to put this question plainly ; 
and we think that, if the Westminster Reviewer will read over what we 
have written twice or thrice with patience and attention, some glimpse of 
our meaning will break in even on his mind. 

Some objoctions follow, so frivolous and unfair, that we are almost 
ashamed to notice them. 

“ When it was said that there was in Denmark a balanced contest 
between the king and the nobility, what was said was, that there was a 
balanced contest, but it did not last. It was balanced till something put 
an end to the balance ; and .so is everything else. That such a balance 
'vill not last, is precisely what Mr Mill had demonstrated.” 

Mr Mill, we positively aflirm, pretends to demonstrate, not merely that 
a balanced contest between tire king and the aristocracy will not last,* 
but that the chances are as infinity to one against the existence of 
^uch a balanced contest. This ia a mere question of fact. We auote the 
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words of the essay^ and defy the Westminster Reviewer to impeach our 
accuracy 

** It seems impossible that such equality should ever exist. How is it 
to be established ? Or by what criterion is it to be ascertained ? If there 
is no such criterion, it must, in all cases, be the result of chance. If so, 
the chances against it are as infinity to one.” 

The Reviewer has confounded the division of power with the balance 
or equal division of power. Mr Mill says that the division of power can 
never exist long, because it is next to impossible that the equal division 
of power should ever exist at all. 

** When Mr Mill asserted that it cannot be for the interest of either the 
monarchy or the aristocracy to combine with the democracy, it is plain 
he did not assert that if the monarchy and aristocracy were in doubtful 
contest with cacli other, they would not, either ot them, accept, of 
the assistance of the democracy. He spoke of their taking the side of 
the democracy ; not of their allowing the democracy to take side with 
themselves.” 

If Mr Mill meant anything, he must have meant this — that the monarchy 
and the aristocracy will never forget their enmity to the democracy in 
their enmity to each other, 

“ The monarchy and aristocracy,” says he, “ have all possible motives 
for endeavouring to obtain unlimited power over the persons and pro- 
perty of the community. The consequence is inevitable. They have 
all possible motives for combining to obtain that power, and unless the 
people have power enough to be a match for both they have no protection. 
The balance, therefore, is a thing the existence of which upon the best 
possible evidence is to be regarded as impossible. ” 

If Mr Mill meant only what the Westminster Reviewer conceives him 
to have meant, hi§ argument would leave the popular theory of the balance 
quite untouched. For it is the very theory of the balance that the help 
of the people will be solicited by the nobles when hard pressed by the 
king, and by the king when hard pressed by the nobles ; and that, as the 
price of giving alternate support to the crown and the aristocracy, they 
will obtain something for themselves, as the Reviewer admits that they 
have done in Denmark. If Mr Mill admits this, he admits the only theory 
of the balance of which we ever heard — that very theory which he has 
declared to be wild and chimerical. If he denies it, he is at issue 
with the Westminster Reviewer as to the phenomena of the Danish 
government. 

We now come to a more important passage. Our opponent has dis- 
covered, as he conceives, a radical error which runs through our whole 
argument, and vitiates every part of it. We suspect that we shall spoil 
his triumph. 

** Mr Mill never asserted * that unde*' no despotic government does any 
human being, except phe tools of the sovereign, possess more than the neces- 
sarits of life, and that the most intense degree of terror is kept up by con- 
stant cruelty I He said that absolute power leads to such results ‘by 
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infallible sequence, where power over a community is attained, and nothing 
checks.'^ The critic on the Mount never made a more palpable misquotation. 

“ The ^irit of this misquotation runs through every part of the reply 
of the' Edinburgh Review that relates to the Essay on Government ; and 
is repeated in as many shapes as the Roman pork. The whole descrip- 
tion of ‘ Mr Mill’s argument against despotism,’— including the illustration 
from right-angled triangldfe and the square of the hypothenuse, — is 
founded on this invention of saying what an author has not said, and 
leaving unsaid what he has.” 

We thought, and still think, for reasons which our readers will soon 
understand, that we represented Mr Mill’s principle quite fairly, and 
according to the rule of law and common sense, ut res 7 nagis valeat quam 
pereat. Let us, however, give him all the advantage of the explanation 
tendered by his advocate, and see what he will gain by it. 

The Utilitarian doctrine then is, not that despots and aristocracies will 
always plunder and oppress the people to the last point, but that they 
will do so if nothing checks them. 

In the first place, it is quite clear that the doctrine thus stated is of no 
use at all, unless the force of the checks be estimated. The first law of 
motion is, that a ball once projected will fly on to all eternity with undi- 
minished velocity, unless something checks. The fact is, that a ball stops 
in a few seconds after proceeding a few yards with very variable motion. 
Iwery man w'ould wring his child’s neck and pick his friend’s pocket if 
nothing checked him. In fact, the principle thus stated means only that 
governments will opp»-ess unless they abstain from oppressing. This is 
(juite true, we own. But we might with equal propriety turn the maxim 
round, and lay it down, as the fundamental principle of government, that 
all rulers will govern w'ell, unless some motive interferes to keep them 
from doing so. 

If there be, as the Westminster Reviewer acknowledges, certain checks 
which, under political institutions the most arbitrary in seeming, some- 
times produce good government, and almost always place some re- 
straint on the rapacity and cruelty of the powerful, surely the knowledge of 
those checks, of their nature, and of their effect, must be a most impor- 
tant part of the science of government. Does Mr Mill say anything 
upon this part of the subject ? Not one word. 

The line of defence now taken by the Utilitarians evidently degrades 
Mr Mill’s theory of government from the rank which, till within the last 
few months, was claimed for it by the whole sect. It is no longer a 
practical system, fit to guide statesmen, but merely a barren exercise of 
the intellect, like those propositions in mechanics in which the effect of 
friction and of the resistance of the air is left out of the question ; and 
which, therefore, though correctly deduced from the premises, are in 
jn actice utterly false. For, if Mr Mill professes to prove only that abso- 
lute monarchy and aristocracy are pernicious without checks, — if he 
allows that there are checks which produce goo<l government even 
under absolute monarchs and aristoci’acies, — and if he omits to tell us 
'rhat those checks are, and what effects they produce under different cir- 
< umstances, — he surely gives us no information which can be of real utility. 

But the fact is, — and it is most extraordinary that the Westminster 
Reviewer should not have perceived it- -that if once the existence of 
ehecks on the abuse of power in monarchies and aristocracies be admitted, 
the whole of Mr Mill’s theory falls to the ground at once. This is so 

o 
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palpable, that in spite of the opinion of the Westminster Reviewer, we 
must acquit Mr Mill of having intended to make such an admission. 
We still think that the words, “ where power over a community is 
attained, and nothing checks,” must not be understood to meafi that 
under a monarchical or aristocratical form of government there can really 
be any check which can in any degree mitigate the wretchedness of the 
people. * 

For all possible checks may be classed under two general heads, — want 
of will, and want of power. Now, if a king or an aristocracy, having the 
power to plunder and oppress the people, can want the will, all Mr 
Mill’s principles of human nature must be pronounced unsound. He 
tells us, ** that the desire to possess unlimited power of inflicting pain 
upon others, is an inseparable part of human nature and that “a chain 
of inference, close and strong to a most unusual degree,” leads to the 
conclusion that those who possess this power will always desire to use it. 
It is plain, therefore, that, if Mr Mill’s principles be sound, the check on 
a monarchical or an aristocratical government will not be the want of 
will to oppress. 

If a king or an aristocracy, having, as Mr Mill tells us that they always 
must have, the will to oppress the people with the utmost severity, want 
the power, then the government, by whatever name it may be called, 
must be virtually a mixed government or a pure democracy : for it is 
quite clear that the people possess some power in the state — some means 
of influencing the nominal rulers. But Mr Mill has demonstrated that 
no mixed government can possibly exist, or at least that such a govern- 
ment must come to a very speedy end : therefore, every country in which 
people not in the service of the government have, for any length of time, 
been permitted to accumulate more than tlie bare means of subsistence 
must be a pure democracy. That is to say, France before the revolu- 
tion, and Ireland during the last century, were pure democracies, 
Prussia, Austria, Russia, all the governments of the civilised world, are 
pure denjocracies. If this be not a rcductio ad absurdum^ we do not 
know what is. 

The errors of Mr Mill proceed principally from that radical vice in his 
reasoning which, in our last number we described in the words of Lord 
Bacon. The Westminster Reviewer is unable to discover the meaning of 
our extracts from the Novum Organum^ and expresses himself as 
follows : 

“ The quotations from Lord Bacon are misapplications, such as any- 
body may make to anything he dislikes. There is no more resemblance 
between pain, pleasure, motives, &c,, and substantia^ generation cor'rupiw, 
elementuntn fuateria between lines, angle.s, magnitudes, <Scc., and 
the same. ” 

It would perhaps be unreasonable to expect that a writer who cannot 
understand his own English should understand Lord Bacon’s Latin. Wc 
will therefore attempt to make our meaning clearer. 

What Lord Bacon blames in the schoolmen of his time is this, — that 
they reasoned syllogistically on words which had not been defined with 
precision ; such as moist, dry, generation, corniption, and so forth. Mr 
Mill’s error is exa(;tly of the same kind. He reasons syllogistically 
about power, pleasure, and pain, without attaching any definite notion to 
any one of those words. There is no more resemblance, says the 
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Westminster Reviewer, between pain and substantia than between pain 
and a line or an angle. By his permission, in the very point to which 
Lord Bacon’s observation applies, Mr Mill’s subjects do resemble the 
substantia and eletnentum of the schoolmen and differ from the lines and 
magnitudes of Euclid. We can reason a priori on mathematics, because 
we can define with an exactitude which precludes all possibility of con- 
fusion. If a mathematician were to admit the least laxity into his 
notions, if he were to allow himself to be deluded by the vague sense 
which words bear in popular use, or by the aspect of an ill drawn dia- 
gram, if he were to forget in his reasonings that a point was indivisible, 
or that the definition of a line excluded breadth, there would be no end 
to his blunders. The schoolmen tried to reason mathematically about 
things which had not been, and perhaps could not be, defined with 
mathematical accuracy. We know the result. Mr Mill has in our 
time attempted to do the same. He talks of power, for example, as if 
the meaning of the word power were as determinate as the meaning of 
the word circle. But, when we analyse his speculations, we find that his 
notion of power is, in the words of Bacon, phantastica et male ter- 
minata, ’* 

There are two senses m which we may use the word po7ver^ and those 
words which denote the various distributions of power, as, for example, 
monarchy; — the one sense popular and superficial, the other more 
•icientific and accurate. Mr Mill, since he chose to reason a priori^ 
ought to have clearly pointed out in which sense he intended to use 
words of this kind, and to have adhered inflexibly to the sense on which 
he fixed. Instead of doing this, he flies backwards and forwards from 
the one sense to the other, and brings out conclusions at last which suit 
neither. 

The state of those two communities to which he has himself referred 
— the kingdom of Denmark and the empire of Rome — may serve to 
illustrate our meaning. Looking merely at the surface of things, we 
sliould call Denmark a despotic monarchy, and the Roman w'orld, in the 
first century after Christ, an aristocralical republic. Caligula was, in 
theory, nothing more than a magistrate elected by the senate, and subject 
to the senate. That irresponsible dignity which, in the most limited 
monarchies of our time, is ascribed to the person of the sovereign never 
lielonged to the earlier Caesars. The sentence of death which the great 
council of the commonwealth passed on Nero was strictly according to 
the theory of the constitution. Yet, in fact, the power of the Roman 
emperors approached nearer to absolute dominion than that of any prince 
in modem Europe. On the other hand, the King of Denmark, in theory 
the most despotic of princes, would in practice find it most perilous to 
indulge in cruelty and licentiousness. Nor is there, we believe, at the 
[jresent moment a single sovereign in our part of the world who has so 
much real power over the lives of his subjects as Robespierre, while 
he lodggji at a chandler’s and dined at a restaurateur’s, exercised over 
the lives of those whom he called his fellow citizens. 

Mr Mill and the Westminster Reviewer seem to agree that there can- 
not long exist in any society a division of power between a monarch, an 
aristocracy, and the people, or between any two of them. However the 
power be distributed, one of the three parties will, according to them, 
inevitably monopolise the whole. Now, what is here meant by power? 
If Mr Si ill speaks of the external semblance of power,— of power 
recognised by the theory of the constitution, — he is palpably wrong. In 
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England, for example, we have had for ages the name and Jform of a 
mixed government, if nothing more. Indeed, Mr Mill himself owns that 
there are appearances which have given colour to the the^ of the 
balance, though he maintains that these appearances are delusive. But, 
if he uses the word power in a deeper and philosophical sense, he is, if 
possible, still more in the wrong than on the former supposition. For, 
if he had considered in what the power of one human being over other 
human beings must ultimately consist, he would have perceived, not only 
that there are mixed governments in the world, but that all the govern- 
ments in the world, and all the governments which can even be conceived 
as existing in the world, are virtually mixed. 

If a king possessed the lamp of Aladdin, — if he governed by the help 
of a genius who canied away the daughters and wives of his subjects 
through the air to the royal Parc’auX'cerfs^ and turned into stone every 
man who wagged a finger against his majesty’s government, there would 
indeed be an unniixed despotism. But, fortunately, a ruler can be 
gratified only by means of his subjects. His power depends on their 
obedience ; and, as any three or four of them are more than a match for 
him by himself, he can only enforce the unwilling obedience of some by 
means of the willing obedience of others. 

Take any of those who are popularly called absolute princes — Napoleon 
for example. Could Napoleon have walked through Paris, cutting off 
the head of one person in every house which he passed ? Certainly not 
without the assistance of an army. If not, why not? Because the 
people had sufficient physical power to resist him, and would have put 
forth that power in defence of their lives and of the lives of their children. 
In other words, there was a portion of power in the democracy under 
Napoleon. Napoleon might probably have indulged himself in such an 
atrocious freak of power if his army would have seconded him. But, if 
his army had taken part with the people, he would have found himself 
utterly helpless ; and, even if they had obeyed his orders against the 
people, they would not have suffered him to decimate their own body. 
In other words, there was a portion of power in the hands of a minority 
of the people, that is to say, in the hands of an aristocracy, under the 
reij^ of Napoleon. 

To come nearer home, — Mr Mill tells us that it is a mistake to imagine 
that the English government is mixed. He holds, we suppose, with all 
the politicians of the Utilitarian school, that it is purely aristocratical 
There certainly is an aristocracy in England ; and we are afraid that their 
power is greater than it ought to be. They have power enough to keep 
up the game-laws and corn-laws ; but they have not power enough to 
subject the bodies of men of the lowest class to wanton outrage at their 
pleasure. Suppose that they were to make a law that any gentleman ol 
two thousand a-year might have a day-labourer or a pauper flogged with 
a cat-of-nine-tails whenever the whim might take him. It is quite clear 
that the first day on which such fl^ellation should be administer^ would 
be the last day of the English aristocracy. In this point, and in many 
other points which might be named, the commonalty in our island enjoy 
a security miite as complete as if they exercised the right of universal 
suffrage. We say, therefore, that the English people have in their own 
hands a sufficient guarantee that in some points the aristocracy will con- 
form to their wishes ; — in other words, they have a certain fKirtion of 
power over the aristocracy. Therefore the English government is mixed 

Wherever a king or an oligarchy refrains from the last extremity oi 
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rapacity and tyranny through fear of the resistance of the people, there 
the constitution, whatever it may be called, is in some measure democra- 
tical. The admixture of democratic power may be slight. It may be 
much slighter than it ought to be ; but some admixture there is. 
Wherever a numerical minority, by means of superior wealth or intelli- 
gence, of political concert, or of military discipline, exercises a greater 
influence on the society than any other equal number of persons, — therCj 
whatever the form of government may be calledi a mixture of aristocracy 
does in fact exist. And, wherever a single man, from whatever cause, is 
so necessary to the community, or to any portion of it, that he possesses 
more power than any other man, there is a mixture of monarchy, lliis 
is the philosophical classification of governments : and if we use this 
classification we shall find, not only that there are mixed governments, 
but that all governments are, and must always be, mixed. But we may 
safely challenge Mr Mill to give any definition of power, or to make any 
classification of governments, which shall bear him out in his assertion 
that a lasting division of authority is impracticable. 

It is evidently on the real distribution of power, and not on names and 
badges, that the happiness of nations must depend. The representative 
system, though doubtless a great and precious discovery in politics, is only 
one of the many modes in which the democratic part of the community 
can efficiently check the governing few. That certain men have been 
chosen as deputies of the people, — that there is a piece of paper stating 
such deputies to possess certain powers, — these circumstances in them- 
selves constitute no security for good government. Such a constitution 
nominally existed in France ; while, in fact, an oligarchy of committees 
and clubs trampled at once on the electors and the elected. Representa- 
tion is a very happy contrivance for enabling large bodies of men to exert 
their power with less risk of disorder than there would otherwise be. 
But, assuredly, it does not of itself give power. Unless a representative 
assembly is sure of being supported in the last resort by the physical 
strength of large masses who have spirit to defend the constitution and 
sense to defend it in concert, the mob of the town in which it meets may 
overawe it ; — the howls of the listeners in its gallery may silence its 
deliberations ; — an able and daring individual may dissolve it. And, if 
that sense and that spirit of which we speak be diffused through a 
society, then, even without a representative assembly, that society will 
enjoy many of the blessings of good government. 

Which is the better able to defend himself ; — a strong man with nothing 
but his fists, or a paralytic cripple encumbered with a sword which he 
cannot lift ? Such, we believe, is the difference between Denmark and 
some new republics in which the constitutional forms of the United States 
have been most sedulously imitated. 

Look at the Long Parliament on the day on which Charles came to 
seize the five members : and look at it again on the day when Cromwell 
stamped with his foot on its floor. On which day was its apparent power 
the greater ? On which day was its real power the less ? Nominally 
J^ubject, it was able to defy the sovereign. Nominally sovereign, it was 
tumed out of doors by its servant. 

Constitutions are in politics what paper money is in commerce. They 
afford ^eat facilities and conveniences. But we must not attribute to 
tliem that value which really belongs to what they represent. They are 
'lot power, but symbols of power, and will, in an emergency, prove alto- 
gether ttselese unless the power for which they stand l>e forthcoming, The 



214 UTILITARIAN THEORY OF GOVERNMENT 

real power by which the community is governed is piade up of all the 
means which all its members possess of giving pleasure or pain to each 
other. 

Great light may be thrown on the nature of a circulating medium by 
the phenomena of a state of barter. And in the same manner it may be 
useful to those who wish to comprehend the nature and operation of the 
outward signs of power to look at communities in which no such signs exist ; 
for example, at the great community of nations. There we find nothing 
analogous to a constitution ; but do we not find a government? We do 
in fact find government in its purest, and simplest, and most intelligible 
form. We see one portion of power acting directly on another portion of 
power. We see a certain police kept up ; the weak to a certain degree 
protected ; the strong to a certain degree restrained. We see the principle 
of the balance in constant operation. We see the whole system sometimes 
undisturbed by any attempt at encroachment for twenty or thirty years at 
a time ; and all this is produced without a legislative assembly, or an 
executive magistracy — without tribunals — without any code which deserves 
the name ; solely by the mutual hopes and fears of the various members 
of the federation. In the community of nations, the first appeal is to 
physical force. In communities of men, forms of government serve to 
put off that appeal, and often render it unnecessary. But it is still open 
to the oppressed or the ambitious. 

Of course, we do not mean to deny that a form of government will, 
after it has existed for a long time, materially affect the real distribution 
of power throughout the community. This is because those who admini- 
ster a government, with their dependants, form a compact and disciplined 
body, which, acting methodically and in concert, is more powerful than 
any other equally numerous body which is inferior in organisation. The 
power of rulers is not, as superficial observers sometimes seem to think, n 
thing sui generis. It is exactly similar in kind, though generally superior 
in amount, to that of any set of conspiratori who plot to overthrow it 
We have seen in our time the most extensive and the best organised con- 
spiracy that ever existed — a conspiracy which possessed all the elements 
of real power in so great a degree that it was able to cope with a stronjj 

f ovemment, and to triumph over it — the Catholic Association. An 
Itilitarian would tell us, we suppose, that the Irish Catholics had no 
portion of political power whatever on the first day of the late Session of 
Parliament. 

Let us really go beyond the surface of facts : let us, in the sound sense 
of the words, penetrate to the springs within ; and the deeper we go the 
more reason shall we find to smile at those theorists who hold that the 
Bole hope of the human race is in a rule-of-three sum and a ballot-box. 

We must now return to the Westminster Reviewer. The following 
paragraph is an excellent specimen of his peculiar mode of understanding 
and answering arguments. 

“The reply to the argument against ‘saturation,* supplies its own 
answer. The reason why it is of no use to try to ‘ saturate' is precisely 
what the Edinburgh Reviewers have suggested, — ‘ that there is no limit 
to the number of thieves. ’ There are the thieves, and the thieves* cousins, 
^with their men-servants, their maid-servants, and their little ones, to 
the fortieth generation. It is true, that * a man cannot l>ecome a king or a 
member of the aristocracy whenever he chooses ; ’ but if there is to be no 
limit to the depredators except their own inclination to increase and 
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multiply, the situation of those who are to suffer is as wretched as it 
needs be. It is impossible to define what are ‘ corporal pleasures.’ A 
Duchess of Cleveland was ‘ a corporal pleasure.’ The most disgraceful 
period in the history of any nation — that of the Restoration-presents an 
instance of the length to which . it is possible to go in an attempt to 
‘saturate’ with pleasures of this kind.” 

To reason with such a writer is like talking to a deaf man who catches 
at a stray word, makes answer beside the mark, and is led further and 
further into error by every attempt to explain. Yet, that our readers 
may fully appreciate the abilities of the new philosophers, we shall take 
the trouble to go over some of our ground again, 

Mr Mill attempts to prove that there is no point of saturation with the 
objects of human desire, l ie then takes it for granted that men have no 
objects of desire but those which can be obtained only at the expense of 
the happiness of others. Hence he infers that absolute monarchs and 
aristocracies will necessarily oppress and pillage the people to a frightful 
extent. 

We answered in substance thus, d'here are two kinds of objects of 
desire ; those which give mere bodily pleasure, and those which please 
though the medium of associations. Objects of the former class, it is tme, 
a man cannot obtain without depriving somebody else of a share. Hut 
then with these every man is soon satisfied. A king or an aristocracy 
cannot spend any very large portion of the national wealth on the mere 
pleasures of sense. With the pleasures which belong to us as reasoning 
and imaginative beings we are never satiated, it is true ; but then, on 
the other hand, many of those pleasures can be o])taincd without injury 
to any person, and some of them can be obtained only by doing good 
to others. 

'rhe Westminster Reviewer, in his former attack on us, laughed at 
us for saying that a king or an aristocracy could not be easily satiated 
with the pleasures of sense, aivl asked why the same course was not tried 
with thieves. We were not a little surprised at so silly an objection 
from the pen, as we imagined, of Mr Hentham. We returned, however, 
a very simple answer. 'I'here is no limit to the number of thieves. Any 
man who chooses can steal : but a man cannot become a member ol 
the aristocracy or a king whenever he chooses. To satiate one thief, is 
to tempt twenty other people to steal. Hut by satiating one king or five 
hundred nobles with bodily pleasures we do not produce more kings 
or more nobles. The answer of the Westminster Reviewer we have 
quoted above ; and it will amply repay our readers for the trouble of 
examining it. We never read any passage which indicated notions so 
vague and confused. The number of the thieves, says our Utilitarian, 
is not limited. For there are the dependants and friends of the king 
and of the nobles. Is it possible that he should not perceive that this 
comes under a different head ? The bodily pleasures which a man in 
power dispenses among his creatures are bodily pleasures as respects his 
creatures, no doubt. But the pleasure which he derives from bestowing 
them is not a bodily pleasure. It is one of those pleasures which l>elong 
to him as a reasoning and imaginative being. No man of common under- 
standing can liave failed to perceive that, when we said that a king or an 
aristocracy might easily be supplie;^ to satiety with sensual pleasures, we 
were speaking of sensual pleasures directly enjoyed by themselves. But “ it 
is impossible,”’ savs the Reviewer, “ to define what are corporal pleasures.” 
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Our brother would indeed, we suspect, find it a difficult task ; nor, if we 
are to judge of his genius for classification from the specimen which im- 
mediately follows, w'ould we advise him to make the attempt. ‘ ‘ A 
Duchess of Cleveland was a corporal pleasure.’^ And to this wise 
remark is appended a note, setting forth that Charles the Second gave to 
the Duchess of Cleveland the money which he ought to have spent on 
the war with Holland. We scarcely know how to answer a man who 
unites so much pretension to so much ignorance. There are, among the 
many Utilitarians who talk about Hume, Condillac, and Hartley, a few 
who have read those writers. Let the Reviewer ask one of these what 
he thinks on the subject. We shall not undertake to whip a pupil of so 
little promise through his first course of metaphysics. We shall, therefoit?, 
only say — leaving him to guess and wonder what we can mean — that, in 
our opinion, the Duchess of Cleveland was not a merely corporal pleasure, 
— that the feeling which leads a prince to prefer one woman to all others, 
and to lavish the wealth of kingdoms on her, is a feeling which can only 
be explained by the law of association. 

But we are.tired, and even more ashamed than tired, of exposing these 
blunders. The whole article is of a piece. One passage, however, we 
must select, because it contains a very gross misrepresentation. 

“ * They never alluded to the French Revolution for the purpose of proving 
that the poor were inclined to rob the rich.^ They only said, ‘ as soon as 
the poor again began to compare their cottages and salads with the hotels 
and banquets of the rich, there would have been another scramble for 
property, another general confiscation/ &c.’’ 

We said that, if Mr Mill's principles of human nature were correct^ 
there would have been another scramble for property, and another con- 
fiscation, We particularly pointed this out in our last article. We 
showed the Westminster Reviewer that he had misunderstood us. We 
dwelt particularly on the condition which was introduced into our state- 
ment. We said that we had not given, and did not mean to give, any 
ojunton of our own. And, after this, the Westminster Reviewer thinks 
proper to repeat his former misrepresentation, without taking the least 
notice of that qualification to whicli we, in the most marked manner, 
called his attention. 

We hasten on to the most ciirioits part of the article under our con- 
sideration — the defence of the “greatest happiness principle.” The 
Reviewer charges us with having quite mistaken its nature. 

“ All that they have established is, that they do not understand it. 
Instead of the truism of the Whigs, ‘ that the greatest happiness is the 
greatest happiness,’ what Mr Bentham had demonstrated, or at all events 
had laid sudi foundations that there was no trouble in demonstrating, 
was, that the greatest happiness of the individual was in the long run to 
be obtained by pursuing the greatest happiness of the aggregate. ” 

It was distinctly admitted by the We.stminster Reviewer, as we re- 
marked in our last article, that he could give no answer to the question, 
— why governments should attempt to produce the greatest possible 
happiness? The Reviewer replies thus 

^ Nothing of the kind will be admitted at all. In the passage tlius 
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selected to be tacked to the other, the question started was, concerning 
* the object of government ; ^ in which government was spoken of as an 
operation, not as anything that is capable of feeling pleasure or pain. 
In this sense it is true enough, that ought is not predicable of governments.'' 

We will quote, once again, the passage which we quoted in our last 
Number ; and we really hope that our brother critic will feel something 
like shame while he peruses it. 

“ The real answer appeared to be, that men at large ought not to allow 
a government to afflict them with more evil or less good, than they can 
help. What a government ought to do is a mysterious and searching 
question which those may answer who know what it means ; but what 
other men ought to do is a que.stion of no mystery at all, The word 
ought^ if it means anything, must have reference to some kind of interest 
or motives ; and what interest a government has in doing right, when it 
happens to be interested in doing wrong,* is a question for the schoolmen. 
The fact appears to be that ought is not predicable of governments. The 
question is not, why governments are bound not to do this or that, but 
why other men should let them if they can help it. The point is not to 
determine why the lion should not eat sheep, but why men should not 
eat their own mutton if they can." 

We defy the Westminster Reviewer to reconcile this passage with the 
“ general happiness principle " as he now states it. He tells us that he 
meant by government, not the people invested witli the powers of govern- 
ment, but a mere operation incapable of feeling pleasure or pain. We 
say, that he meant the people invested witli the powers of government, 
and nothing else. It is true that ought is not predicable of an operation. 
But who would ever dream of raising any question about the duties of 
an operation? What did the Reviewer mean by saying, that a govern- 
ment could not be interested in doing right because it was interested in 
doing wrong? Can an operation be interested in either? And what did 
he mean by his comparison alxmt the lion ? Is a lion an operation incap- 
able of pain or pleasure? And what did he mean by the expression, 
“ other men," so obviously opposed to the woixl “government? " But 
let the public judge between u.s. It is superfluous to argue a point so clear. 

The Reviewer does indeeil seem to feel that his expressions cannot be 
explained away, and attempts to sliuffle out of the difficulty by owning, 
that “the double meaning of the word government was not got clear 
without confusion." He has now, at all events, he assures us, made him- 
self master of Mr Bentham’s philosophy. The real and genuine “ greatest 
happiness principle " is, that the greatest happiness of every individual 
is identical with the greatest happiness of society ; and’ all other “greatest 
happiness principles" whatever are counterfeits. “This," says he, is 
the spirit of Mr Bentham's principle ; and if there is anything opposed to 
it in any former statement it may be corrected by the present," 

Assuredly, if a fair and honourable opponent had, in discussing a 
question so abstnise as that concerning the origin of moral obligation, 
made some unguarded admission inconsistent with the spirit of his doc- 
trines, we should not be inclined to triumpli over him. But no tenderness, 
is due to a writer who, in the very act of confessing his blunders, insults 
those by whom his blunders have been detected, and accuses them of 
mUunderstanding what, in fact, he has himself mis-stated. 
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The whole of this transaction illustrates excellently the real character 
of this sect. A paper comes forth, professing to contain a full develop- 
ment of the “greatest happiness principle, *’ with the latest improvements 
of Mr Bentham. The writer boasts that his article has the honour of 
being the announcement and the organ of this wonderful discovery, which 
is to make “ the bones of s^es and patriots stir within their tombs.” 

This “rnagnificent principle ” is then stated thus : Mankind ought to 
pursue their greatest happiness. But there are persons whose interest is 
opposed to the greatest happiness of mankind. Ought is not predicable 
of such persons. For the word ought has no meaning unless it be used 
with reference to some interest. 

We answered, with much more lenity than we should have shown to 
such nonsense, had it not proceeded, as we supposed, from Mr Bentham, 
that interest was synonymous with greatest happiness ; and that, there- 
fore, if the word ought has no meaning, unless used with reference to in- 
terest, then, to say that mankind ought to pursue their greatest happiness, 
is simply to say, that the greatest happiness is the greatest happiness ; 
that eveiy individual pursues his own happiness ; that either what he 
thinks his happiness must coincide with the greatest happiness of society 
or not ; that, if what he thinks liis happiness coincides with the greatest 
happiness of society, he will attempt to promote the greatest happiness 
of society whether he ever heard of the “ greatest happiness principle ” or 
not ; and that, by the admission of the Westminster Reviewer, if his hap- 
piness is inconsistent with the greatest happiness of society, there is no 
reason why he should promote the greatest happiness of society. Now, 
that there are individuals who think that for their happiness which is not 
for the greatest happiness of society is evident. The Westminster Re- 
viewer allowed that some of these individuals were in the right ; and did 
not pretend to give any reason which could induce any one of them to 
think himself in the wrong. So that the “ magnificent principle ” turned 
out to be, either a truism or a contradiction in terms ; either this maxim 
— “ Do what you do or this maxim, “ Do what you cannot do.” 

The Westminster Reviewer had the wit to see that he could not defend 
this palpable nonsense ; but, instead of manfully owning that he had 
misunderstood the whole nature of the “ greatest happiness principle ” in 
the summer, and had obtained new light during the autumn, he attempts 
to withdraw the former principle unobserved, and to substitute another, 
directly opposed to it, in its place ; clamouring all the time against our 
unfairness, like one who, while changing the cards, diverts the attention 
of the table from his sleight of hand by vociferating charges of foul play 
against other people. 

The “greatest happiness principle” for the present quarter is then 
this, — that every individual will best promote his own happiness in this 
world, religious considerations being left out of the question, by promot- 
ing the greatest happiness of the whole species. And this principle, we 
are told, holds good with respect to kings and aristocracies as well as 
with other people. 

“It is certain that the individual operators in any government, if the) 
were thoroughly intelligent and entered into a perfect calculation of all 
existing chances, would seek for their own happiness in the promotion of 
the general ; which brings them, if they knew it, under Mr Bentham’s 
rule. The mistake of supposing the contrary, lies in confounding 
criminals who have had the luck to escape punishment with those who 
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have the risk still before them. Suppose, for instance, a member of the 
House of Commons were at this moment to debate within himself, 
whether it would be for his ultimate happiness to begin, according to his 
ability, to misgovern. If he could be sure of being as lucky as some that 
are dead and gone, there might be difficulty in finding him an answer. 
But he is not sure ; and never can be, till he is dead. He does not know 
that he is not close upon the moment when misgovemment such as he is 
tempted to contemplate, will be made a terrible example of. It is not 
fair to pick out the instance of the thief that has died unhanged. The 
question is, whether thieving is at this moment an advisable trade to begin 
with all the possibilities of hanging not got over? This is the spirit of 
Mr Bentham’s principle ; and if there is anything opposed to it in any 
former statement, it may be corrected by the present.” 

We hope that we have now at last got to the real “magnificent 
principle,” — to the principle which is really to make “ the bones of the 
sages and patriots stir. ” What effect it may produce on the bones of the 
dead we shall not pretend to decide ; but we are sure that it will do very 
little for the happiness of the living. 

In the first place, nothing is more certain than this, that the Utilitarian 
theory of government, as developed in Mr Mill’s Essay and in all the 
other works on the subject which have been put forth by the sect, rests 
on these two principles, — that men follow their interest, and that the 
interest of individuals may be, and in fact perpetually is, opposed to the 
interest of society. Unless these two principles be granted, Mr Mill’s 
Essay does not contain one sound sentence. All his arguments against 
monarchy and aristocracy, all his arguments in favour of democracy, nay, 
the very argument by which he shows that there is any necessity for 
having government at all, must be rejected as utterly worthless. 

This 13 so palpable that even the Westminster Reviewer, though not 
the most clear-sighted of men, could not help seeing it. Accordingly, he 
attempts to guard himself against the objection, after the manner of such 
reasoners, by committing two blunders instead of one. “ All this,” says 
he, “ only shows that the members of a government would do well if 
they were all- wise,” and he proceeds to tells us that, as rulers are not 
all- wise, they will invariably act against this principle wherever they can, 
so that the democratical checks will still be necessary to produce good 
government. 

No form which human folly takes is so richly and ext juisitely laughable 
as the spectacle of an Utilitarian in a dilemma. What earthly good can 
there be in a principle upon which no man will act until he is all-wise ? 
A certain most important doctrine, we are told, has been demonstrated 
so clearly that it ought to be the foundation of the science of government. 
And yet the whole frame of government is to be constituted exactly as if 
this fundamental doctrine were false, and on the supposition that no 
human being will ever act as if he believed it to be true ! 

The whole argument of the Utilitarians in favour of universal suffrage 
proceeds on the supposition that even the rudest and most uneducated 
men cannot, for any length of time, be deluded into acting against their 
own true interest. Yet now they tell us that, in all aristocratical com- 
munities, the higher and more educated class will, not occasionally, but 
invariably, act against its own interest. Now, the only use of proving 
anything, as far as we can see, is that people may believe it. To say that 
a man does what he believes to be against his happiness is a contradiction 
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in terms. If, therefore, government and laws are to be constituted on 
the supposition on which Mr Mill’s Essay is founded, that all individuals 
will, whenever they hflve power over others put into their hands, act in 
opposition to the general happiness, then government and laws must be 
constituted on the supposition that no individual believes, or ever will 
believe, his own ha])pme8s to be identical with the happiness of society. 
That is to say, government and laws are to be constituted on the supposi- 
tion that no human being will ever be satisfied by Mr Bcntham’s proof of 
his “greatest happiness principle,”— a supposition which may be true 
enough, but which says little, we think, for the principle in question. 

But where has this principle been demonstrated ? We are curious, we 
confess, to see this demonstration which is to change the face of the 
world and yet is to convince nobody. The most amusing circumstance 
is that the Westminster Reviewer himself does not seem to know whether 
the principle has been demonstrated or not. “ Mr Bentham,” he says, 
“ has demonstrated it, or at all events has laid such foundations that there 
is no trouble in demonstrating it. ” Surely it is rather strange that such 
a matter should be left in doubt. The Reviewer proposed, in his former 
article, a slight verbal emendation in the statement of the principle ; he 
then announced that the principle had received its last improvement ; and 
gloried in the circumstance that the Westminster Review had been selected 
as the ofgan of that improvement. Dkl it never occur to him that one 
slight improvement to a doctrine is to prove it ? 

Mr Bentham has not demonstrated the “greatest happiness principle,” 
as now stated. He is far loo wise a man to ihink of demonstrating any 
such thing. In those sections of his IntroHuction to the Principles oj 
Morals and Legislation^ to which the Reviewer refers us in his note, there 
is not a word of the kind. Mr Bentham says, most truly, that there are 
no occasions in which a man has not some motives for consulting the 
happiness of other men ; and he proceeds to set forth what those motives 
are — sypipathy on all occasions, and the love of reputation on mc»t occa- 
sions. This is the very doctrine which we have been maintaining against 
Mr Mill and the Westminster Reviewer. The principal charge which we 
brought agaiast Mr Mill was, that those motives to which Mr Bentham 
ascribes so much influence were quite left out of consideration in his 
theory. The Westminster Reviewer, in the very article now before us, 
abuses us for saying, in the spirit, and almost in the words of Mr Bentham, 
that “ there is a certain check to the rapacity and cruelty of men in their 
desire of the good opinion of others.” But does tliis principle, in which 
we fully agree with Mr Bentham, go the length of the new “greatest 
happiness principle?” The question is, not whether men have some 
motives for promoting the greatest happiness, but whether the stronger 
motives be those which im|>el them to promote the greatest happiness. 
That this would always l>e the case if men knew their own worldly 
interests is the assertion of the Reviewer. As he expresses some doubt 
whether Mr Bentham has demonstrated this or not, we would advise him 
to set the point at rest by giving his own demonstration. 

The Reviewer has not attempted to give a general confirmation of the 
“ greatest happiness principle ; ” but he has tried to prove that it holds 
good in one or two particular cases. And even in those particular cases 
he hjui utterly failm. A man, says he, who calculated the chances 
fairly would perceive that it would be for his greatest happiness to 
abstain fiom stealing ; for a thief runs a greater risk of being hanged 
than an honest man.. * 
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It would have been wise, we think, in the Westminster Reviewer, 
before he entered on a discussion of this sort, to settle in what human 
happiness consists. Each of the ancient sects of philosophy held some 
tenet on this subject which served for a distinguishing badge. The sum- 
ptum bmum of the Utilitarians, as far as we can judge from the passage 
which we are now considering, is the not being hanged. 

That it is an unpleasant thing to be hanged, we most willingly concede 
to our brother. But that the whole question of happiness or misery 
resolves itself into this single point, we cannot so easily admit. We must 
look at the thing purchased as well as the price paid for it. A thief, 
assuredly, runs a greater risk of being hanged than a labourer ; and so 
an officer in the army runs a greater risk of being shot than a banker^s 
clerk j and a governor of India runs a greater risk of dying of cholera 
than a lord of the bedchamber. But does it therefore follow that every 
man, whatever his habits or feelings may be, would, if he knew his own 
happiness, become a clerk rather than a comet, or goldstick in waiting 
rather than governor of India ? 

Nothing can be more absurd than to suppose, like the Westminster 
Reviewer, that thieves steal only because they do not calculate the 
chances of being hanged as correctly as honest men. It never seems to 
have occurred to him as possible that a man may so greatly prefer the 
life of a thief to the life of a labourer that he may determine to brave the 
risk of detection and punishment, though he may even think that risk 
greater than it really is. And how, on Utilitarian principles, is such a 
man to be convinced that lie is in the wrong? “You will be found out.” 
— “ Undoubtedly.” — “ Voii will be hanged within two years.” — “ I 
expect to be hanged within one year.” — “ Then why do you pursue this 
lawless mode of life ?” — “ Because I would rather live for one year with 
plenty of money, dressed like a gentleman, eating and drinking of the 
best, frequenting public places, and visiting a dashing mistress, than 
break stones on the road, or sit down to the loom, with the certainty of 
attaining a good old age. It is my humour. Are you answered ? ” 

A king, says the Reviewer again, would govern well, if he were wise, 
for fear of provoking his subjects to insurrection. Therefore the true hap- 
piness of a king is identical with the greatest happiness of society. Tell 
Charles II. that, if he will be constant to his queen, sober at table, 
regular at prayers, frugal in his expenses, active in the transaction of 
business, if he will drive the herd of slaves, buffoons, and procurers 
from Whitehall, and make the happiness of his people the rule of his 
conduct, he will have a much greater chance of reigning in comfort to an 
advanced age ; that his profusion and tyranny have exasperated his sub- 
jects, and may, perhaps, bring him to an end as terrible as his father’s. 
He might answer, that he saw the danger, but that life was not worth 
having without ease and vicious pleasures. And what has our philoso- 
pher to say ? Does he not see that it is no more possible to reason a 
man out of liking a short life and a merry one more than a long life and a 
dull one than to reason a Greenlander out of his train oil ? We may say 
that the tastes of the thief and the tyrant differ from ours ; but what right 
have we to say, looking at this world alone, that they do not pursue their 
greatest happiness very judiciously ? 

It is the grossest ignorance of human nature to suppose that another 
man calculates the chances differently from us, merely because he does 
what, in his place, we should not do. Every man has tastes and pro- 
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pensities, which he is disposed to gratify at a risk and expense which 
people of different temperaments and habits think extravagant, “ Why,’* 
says Horace, * * does one brother like to lounge in the forum, to play in 
the Campus, and to anoint himself in the baths, so well, that he would not 
put himself out of his way for all the wealth of the richest plantations of 
the East ; while the other toils from sunrise to sunset for the purpose of 
increasing his fortune ?” Horace attributes the diversity to the influence 
of the Genius and the natal star : and eighteen hundred years have taught 
us only to disguise our ignorance beneath a more philosophical language. 

We think, therefore, that the Westminster Reviewer, even if we admit 
his calculation of the chances to he right, does not make out his case. 
But he appears to us to miscalculate chances more grossly than any person 
who ever acted or speculated in this world. “ It is for the happiness,” 
says he, “ of a member of the House of Commons to govern well ; for 
he never can tell that he is not close on the moment when misgovernment 
will be terribly punished : if he was sure that he should be as lucky as his 
predecessors, it might be for his happiness to misgovern ; but he is not 
sure.” Certainly a member of Parliament is not sure that he shall not be 
torn in pieces by a mob, or guillotined by a revolutionary tribunal for his 
opposition to reform. Nor is the Westminster Reviewer sure that he 
shall not be hanged for writing in favour of universal suffrage. We may 
have democratical massacres. We may also have aristocratical proscrip- 
tions. It is not very likely, thank God, that we should see either. But 
the radical, we think, runs as much danger as the aristocrat. As to our 
friend the Westminster Reviewer, he, it must be owned, has as good a 
right as any man on his side, An/om gladios contemn But take 
the man whose votes, ever since he has sate in Parliament, have been the 
most uniformly bad, and oppose him to the man whose votes have been 
the most uniformly good. The Westminster Reviewer would probably 
select Mr Sadler and Mr Plume. Now, docs any rational man think, — 
will the Westnnnster Reviewer himself say, — that Mr Sadler runs more 
risk of coming to a miserable end on account of his public conduct than 
Mr Hume ? Mr Sadler does not know that he is not close on the moment 
when he will be made an example of ; for Mr Sadler knows, if possible, 
less about the future than about the past. But he has no more reason to 
expect that he shall be made an example of than to expect that London 
will be swallowed up by an earthquake next spring ; and it would be as 
foolish in him to act on the former supposition as on the latter. There is 
a risk ; for there is a risk of everything which does not involve a contra- 
diction ; but it is a risk from which no man in his wits would give a shil- 
ling to be insured. Yet our Westminster Reviewer tells us that this risk 
alone, apart from all considerations of religion, honour or benevolence, 
would, as a matter ofmere calculation, induce a wise member of the House 
of Commons to refuse any emoluments which might be offered him ns 
the price of his support to pernicious measures. 

We have hitherto been examining cases proposed by our opponent. It 
is now our turn to propose one ; and we beg that he will spare no wisdom 
in solving it. 

A thief is condemned to be hanged. On the eve of the day fixed for 
the execution a turakey enters his cell and tells him that all is safe, that 
he has only to slip out, that his friends are waiting in the neighbourhood 
with disguises, and that a passage is taken for him in an American packet. 
Now, it is clearly for the greatest happiness of society that the thief shouM 
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be hanged and the corrupt turnkey exposed and punished. Will the 
Westminster Reviewer tell us that it is for the greatest happiness of the 
thief to summon the head jailer and tell the whole story ? Now, either 
it is for the greatest happiness of a thief to be hanged or it is not. If it 
is, then the argument, by which the Westminster Reviewer attempts to 
prove that men do not promote their own happiness by thieving, falls to 
the ground. If it is not, tlien there are men whose greatest happiness is 
at variance with the greatest happiness of the community. 

To sum up our arguments shortly, we say that the “ greatest happiness 
principle,’* as now stated, is diametrically opposed to the principle 
stated in the Westminster Review three months ago. 

We say that, if the “greatest happiness principle,” as now stated, be 
sound, Mr Mill’s Essay, and all other works concerning Government 
which, like that Essay, proceed on the supposition that individuals may 
have an interest opposed to the greatest happiness of society, are funda- 
mentally erroneous. 

We say that those who hold this principle to be sound must ])e prepared 
to maintain, either that monarchs and aristocracies may be trusted to 
govern the community, or else that men cannot be trusted to follow their 
own interest when that interest is demonstrated to them. 

We say that, if men cannot be trusted to follow their own interest 
when that interest has been demonstrated to them, then the Utilitarian 
arguments in favour of universal suffrage are good for nothing. 

We say that the “ greatest happiness principle ” has not been proved ; 
that it cannot be generally proved ; that even in the particular cases 
selected by the Reviewer it is not clear that the principle is true ; and 
that many cases might be stated in which the common sense of mankind 
would at once pronounce it to be false. 

We now leave the Westminster Reviewer to alter and amend his 
“ magnificent principle” as he thinks best. Unlimited, it is false. 
Properly limited, it will be barren. 'Phe “greatest ha])piness princijde” 
of the 1st of July, as far as w'e could discern its meaning through a cloud 
of rodomontade, was an idle truism. The “greatest happiness prin- 
ei})le ” of the 1st of October is, in the phrase of the American news- 
l'a])crs, “important if true.” Rut unhappily it is not true. It is not our 
Inisiness to conjecture what new maxim is to make the bones of sages and 
patriots stir on the 1st of December. We cq^ only say that, unless it be 
something infinitely more ingenious than its two predecessors, we shall 
leave it unmolested. The Westminster Reviewer may, if he pleases, in- 
dulge himself like Sultan .Schahriar with espousing a rapid succession of 
virgin theories. But we must beg to be excused from playing the part of 
the vizier who regularly attended on the day after the wedding to strangle 
the new Sultana. 

The Westminster Reviewer charges us with urging it as an objection to 
the “greatest happiness principle” that “it is included in the Christian 
morality.” This is a mere fiction of his own. We never attacked the 
morality of the Gospel. We blamed the Utilitarians for claiming the 
credit of a discovery, when they had merely stolen that morality, and 
spoiled it in the stealing. They have taken the precept of Christ and 
left the motive ; and they demand the praise of a most wonderful and 
beneficial invention, when all that they have done has been to make a 
uu)st useful maxim useless by separating it from its sanction. On religious 
principles it is true that every individual will best promote his own 
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happiness by promoting the happiness of others. But if religious con- 
siderations be left out of the question it is not true. If we do not reason 
on the supposition of a future state, where is the motive ? If we do 
reason on that supposition, where is the discovery ? 

The Westminster Reviewer tells us that “ we wish to see the science 
of Government unsettled because we see no prospect of a settlement 
which accords with our interests.” His angry eagerness to have questions 
settled resembles that of a judge in one of Dryden^s plays — the Amphi- 
tryon, we think — who wishes to decide a cause after hearing only one 
party, and, when he has been at last compelled to listen to the statement 
of the defendant, flies into a passion, and exclaims, “ There now, sir ! 
See what you have done. The case was quite clear a minute ago ; and 
you must come and puzzle it ! ” He is the zealot of a sect. We are 
searchers after truth. He wishes to have the question settled. We wish 
to have it sifted first. The quenilous manner in which we have been 
blamed for attacking Mr Mill’s system, and propounding no system of 
our own, reminds us of the horror with which that shallow dogmatist, 
Epicurus, the worst parts of whose nonsense the Utilitarians have 
attempted to revive, shrank from the keen and searching scepticism of 
the second Academy. 

It is not our fault that an experimental science of vast extent docs not 
admit of being settled by a short demonstration ; that the subtilty of na- 
ture, in the moral as in the physical world, triumphs over the subtilty of 
syllogism. The quack, who declares on affidavit that, by using his pills 
and attending to his printed directions, hundreds who had been dismissed 
incurable from the hospitals have renewed their youth like the eagles, 
may, perhaps, think that Sir Henry Halford, when he feels the pulses of 
patients, inquires about their symptoms, and prescribes a different remedy 
to each, is unsettling the science of medicine for the sake of a fee. 

If, in the course of this controversy, we have refrained from expressing 
any opinion respecting the political institutions of England, it is not 
because we ha.ve not an opinion, or because we shrink from avowing it. 
The Utilitarians, indeed, conscious that their boasted theory of govern- 
ment would not bear investigation, were desirous to turn the dispute 
about Mr Mill’s Essay into a dispute about the Whig party, rotten 
boroughs, unpaid magistrates, and ex-officio informations. When we 
blamed them for talking nejnsense, they cried out that they were insulted 
for being reformers,— just as poor Ancient Pistol swore that the scars 
which he had received from the cudgel of Fluellen were got in the 
Gallia wars. We, however, did not think it desirable to mix up political 
questions, about which the public mind is violently agitated, with a great 
problem in moral philosophy. 

Our notions about Government are not, however, altogether unsettled. 
We have an opinion about parliamentary reform, though we have n<»t 
arrived at that opinion by the royal road which Mr Mill has opened fi>t 
the explorers of political science. As we are taking leave, probably fei 
the last time, of this controversy, we will state very concisely what otu 
doctrines are. On some future occasion we may, perhaps, explain and 
defend them at length. 

Our fervent wish, and we will add our sanguine hope, is that we may 
see such a reform of the House of Commons as may render its votes tlu' 
express image of the opinion of the -middle orders of Britain. A pecuniary 
qualification we thinjt absolutely necessary ; and in settling its amount 
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our object would be to draw the line in such a manner that every decent 
farmer and shopkeeper might possess the elective franchise. We should 
wish to see an end put to all the advantages which particular forms of 
property possess over other forms, and particular portions of property 
over other equal portions. And this would content us. Such a reform 
would, according to Mr Mill, establish an aristocracy of wealth, and leave 
the community without protection and exposed to all the evils of unbridled 
power. Most willingly would we stake the whole controversy between 
ns on the success of the experiment which we propose. 
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SADLER’S LAW OF POPULATION. 

(July 1830.) 

The Law of Population : a Treatise in Six Books, tn Disproof of the Suferfecundity 
of Human Beings, and developing the real Principle of their Increase. By 
Michael Thomas Sadler, M.P. 2 vols. 8vo. London : 1830. 

We did not expect a good book from Mr Sadler : and it is well that we 
did not ; for he has given us a very bad one. The matter of his treatise 
is extraordinary ; the manner more extraordinary still. His arrangement 
is confused, his repetitions endless, his style everything which it ought not 
to be. Instead of saying what he has to say with the perspicuity, the 
precision, and the .simplicity in which consists the eloquence proper to 
scientific writing, he indulges without measure in vague, bombastic de- 
clamation, made up of those fine things which boys of fifteen admire, and 
which everybody, who is not destined to be a boy all his life, weeds 
vigorously out of his compositions after five-and-twenty. That portion 
of his two thick volumes which is not made up of statistical tables, con- 
sists principally of ejaculations, apostrophes, metaphors, .similes, — all the 
worst of their respective kinds. His thoughts are dressed up in this 
shabby finery with so much profusion and so little discrimination, that 
they remind us of a company of wretched strolling players, who have 
huddled on suits of ragged and faded tinsel, taken from a common ward- 
robe, and fitting neither their persons nor their parts ; and who then 
exhibit themselves to the laughing and pitying spectators, in a state of 
strutting, ranting, painted, gilded beggary. “ Oh, rare Daniels ! 

“ Political economi.st, go and do thou likewise ! “ Hear, ye political 
economists and anti-populatiunists ! ” Population, if not proscribed 
and worried down by the Cerberean dogs of this wretched and cruel 
system, really does press against the level of the means of subsistence, 
and still elevating tliat level, it continues thus to urge society through 
advancing stages, till at length the strong and resistles.s hand ot necessity 
presses the secret spring of human prosperity, and the portals of Provi- 
dence fly open, and disclose to the enraptured gaze the promised land ot 
contented and rewarded labour.’^ These are specimens, taken at random, 
of Mr Sadler’s eloquence. We could easily multiply them ; but 0111 
readers, we fear, are already inclined to cry for mercy. 

Much blank verse and much rhyme is also scattered through the.se 
volumes, sometimes rightly quoted, sometimes wrongly, — sometime^ 
good, sometimes insufferable, — sometimes taken from Shakspeare, an<l 
sometimes, for aught we know, Mr Sadler’s own. “Let man,” cries 
the philosopher, ‘‘ take heed how he rashly violates his trust ; ” and 
thereupon he breaks forth into singing as follows : 

“ What myriads wait in destiny’s dark womb, 

Doubtful of life or an eternal tomb ! 

’Tis hft to blot them from the book of fate, 

Or, like a .second Deity, create ; 
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To dry the stream of being in its source, 

Or bid it, widening, win its restless course ; 

While, earth and heaven replenishing, the flood 
Rolls to its Ocean fount, and rests in God.” 

If these lines are not Mr Sadler’s, we heartily beg his pardon for our 
suspicion — a suspicion which, we acknowledge, ought not to be lightly 
entertained of any human being. We can only say that we never met 
with them before, and that we do not much care how long it may be 
before we meet with them, or with any others like them, again. 

The spirit of this work is as bad as its style. We never met with a 
book which so strongly indicated that the writer was in a good humour 
with himself, and in a bad humour with everybody else ; which contained 
so much of that kind of reproach which is vulgarly said to be no slander, 
and of that kind of praise which is vulgarly said to be no commendation. 
Mr Malthiis is attacked in language which it would be scarcely decent to 
employ respecting Titus Oates. “Atrocious,” “execrable,” “blas- 
phemous,” and other epithets of the same kind, are poured forth against 
that able, excellent, and honourable man, with a profusion which in the 
early part of the work excites indignation, but, after the first hundred 
pages, produces mere weariness and nausea. In the preface, Mr Sadler 
excuses himself on the plea of haste. Two-thirds of his book, he tells us, 
were written in a few months. If any terms have esc£\ped him which 
can be construed into personal disrespect, he shall deeply regret that he 
had not more time to revise them. We must inform him that the tone 
of his book required a very different apology ; and that a quarter of a 
year, though it is a short time for a man to be engaged in writing a book, 
is a very long time for a man to he in a passion. 

The imputation of being in a passion Mr Sadler will not disclaim. His 
is a theme, he tells us, on which “ it were impious to be calm ; ” and he 
boasts that, “instead of conforming to the candour of the present age, 
he has imitated the honesty of preceding ones, in expressing himself 
with the utmost plainness and freedom throughout.” If Mr Sadler 
really wishes that the controversy about his new principle of population 
should be carried on with all the license of the seventeenth century, we 
can have no personal objections. We are quite as little afraid of a 
contest in which quarter shall be neither given nor taken as he can be. 
but we would advise him seriously to consider, before he publishes the 
promised continuation of his work, whether he be not one of that class 
of writers who stand peculiarly in need of the candour which he insults, 
and who would have most to fear from that unsparing severity which he 
practises and recommends. 

There is only one excuse for the extreme acrimony with which this 
book is written ; and that excuse is but a bad one. Mr Sadler imagines 
that the theory of Mr Malthus is inconsistent with Christianity, and even 
with the purer forms of Deism. Now, even had this been the case, a 
greater degree of mildness and self-command than Mr Sadler has shown 
would have been becoming in a writer who had undertaken to defend the 
religion of charity. But, in fact, the imputation which has been thrown 
on Mr Malthus and his followers is so absurd as scarcely to deserve an 
answer. As it appears, however, in almost every page of Mr Sadler’s 
book, we will say a few words respecting it. 

Mr Sadler descril>es Mr Malthus’s principle in the following words : — 
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It pronounces that there exists an evil in the principle of population ; 
an evil, not accidental, but inherent ; not of occasional occurrence, but 
in perpetual operation ; not light, transient, or mitigated, but productive 
of miseries, compared with which all those inflicted by human institutions, 
that is to say, by the weakness and wickedness of man, however instigated, 
are ‘ light ; ’ an evil, finally, for which there is no remedy save one, which 
had been long overlooked, and which is now eminciate<l in terms whicli 
evince anything rather than confidence. It is a principle, moreover, pre- 
eminently bold, as well as ‘clear.’ With a presumption, to call it by no 
fitter name, of which it may be doubted whether literature, heathen oi 
Christian, furnishes a parallel, it professes to trace this supposed evil to 
its source, ‘ the laws of nature, which are those of God ; ’ thereby imply- 
ing, and indeed asserting, that the law by which the Deity multiplies his 
offspring, and that by which he makes provision for their sustentation, 
are different, and, indeed, irreconcilable.” 

“This theory,” he adds, “in the plain apprehension of the many, 
lowers the character of the Deity in that attribute, which, as Rousseau 
has well observed, is the most essential to him, his goodness ; or other- 
wise, impugns his wisdom.” 

Now nothing is more certain than that there is physical and moral evil 
in the world. Whoever, therefore, believes, as we do most firmly believe, 
in the goodness of God, must believe that there is no incompatibility be- 
tween the goodness of God and the existence of physical and moral evil. 
If, then, the goodness of God be not incompatible with the existence of 
physical and moral evil, on what grounds does Mr Sadler maintain that 
the goodness of God is incompatible with the law of population laid down 
by Mr Malthus ? 

Is there any difference between the particular form of evil whicli would 
be produced by over-population, and other forms of evil which we know 
to exist in the world ? It is, says Mr Sadler, not a light or transient 
evil, but a great and permanent evil. What then ? The question of the 
origin of evil is a question of ay or no, — not a question of more or less. 
If any explanation can be found by which the slightest inconvenience ever 
sustained by any sentient being can be reconciled with the divine attribute 
of benevolence, that explanation will eqiially apply to the most dreadful 
and extensive calamities that can ever afflict the human race. The diffi 
culty arises from an apparent contradiction in terms; and that difficulty i 
as complete in the case of a headache which lasts for an hour as in the 
case of a pestilence which unpeoples an empire, — in the case of the gusi 
which makes us shiver for a moment as in the case of the hurricane in 
which an Armada is cast away. 

It is, according to Mr Sadler, an instance of presumption unparalleled in 
literature, heathen or Christian, to trace an evil to “ the laws of nature, 
which are those of God,” as its source. Is not hydrophobia an evil ? An<l 
is it not a law of nature that hydrophobia should be communicated by tin; 
bite of a mad dog ? Is not malaria an evil ? And is it not a law of nature 
that in particular situations the human frame should ht liable to malaria ? 
We know that there is evil in the world. It it is not to be traced to the 
laws of nature, how did it come into the world ? Is it supematural ? 
And, if we suppose it to be supematural, is not the difficulty of reconcil 
ing it with the divine attributes as great as if we suppose it to be natural ? 
Or, rather, what do the words natural and supernatural mean when ap 
plied to the operations of the Supreme Mind ? 
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Mr Sadler has attempted, in another part of his work, to meet these 
obvious arguments, by a distinction without a difference. 

“The scourges of human existence, as necessary regulators of the 
numbers of mankind, it is also agreed by some, are not inconsistent with 
the wisdom or benevolence of the Governor of the universe ; though such 
think that it is a mere after-concern to ‘ reconcile the undeniable state of 
the fact to the attributes we assign to the Deity.’ ‘ The purpose of the 
earthquake,’ say they, * the hurricane, the drought, or the famine, by 
which thousands, and sometimes almost millions, of the human race, are 
at once overwhelmed, or left the victims of lingering want, is certainly 
inscrutable.’ How singular is it that a sophism like this, so false, as a 
mere illustration, should pass for an argument, as it has long done ! The 
principle of population is declared to be naturally productive of evils to 
mankind, and as having that constant and manifest tendency to increase 
their numl)ers beyond the means of their subsistence, which has produced 
the unhappy and disgusting consequences so often enumerated. This is, 
then. Its universal tendency or rule. But is there in Mature the same con- 
stant tendency to these earthquakes, hurricanes, droughts, and famines, 
by which so many myriads, if not millions, are overwhelmed or reduced 
at once to i*uin ? No ; these awful events are strange exceptions to the 
ordinary course of things ; their visitations are partial, and they occur at 
distant intervals of time. While Religion has assigned to them a very 
solemn office. Philosophy readily refers them to those great and benevo- 
lent principles of Nature by which the universe is regulated. But were 
there a constantly operating tendency to these calamitous occurrences ; 
did we feel the earth beneath us tremulous, and giving ceaseless and cer- 
tain tokens of the coming catastrophe of Nature ; were the hurricane 
heard mustering its devastating powers, and perpetually muttering around 
us ; were the skies * like brass,’ without a cloud to produce one genial 
drop to refresh the thirsty earth, and famine, consequently, visibly on the 
approach ; T say, would such a state of things, as resulting from the con- 
stant laws of Nature, be * reconcilable with the attributes we assign to 
the Deity,’ or with any attributes which in these inventive days could be 
assigned to him, so as to represent him as anything but the tormentor, 
rather than the kind benefactor, of his creatures ? Life, in such a condi- 
tion, would be like the unceasingly threatened and miserable existence of 
Damocles at the table of Dionysius, and the tyrant himself the worthy 
image of the Deity of the anti-populationists.” 

Surely this is wretched trifling. Is it on the number of bad harvests, 
or of volcanic eniptions, that this great question depends? Mr Sadler’s 
piety, it seems, would be proof against one rainy summer, but would be 
overcome by three or four in succession. On the coasts of the Mediter 
ranean, where earthquakes are rare, he would be an optimist. South 
America would make him a sceptic, and Java a decided Manichean. do 
say that religion assigns a solemn office to these visitations is nothing to 
the purpose. Why was man so constituted as to need such warnings? 
It is equally unmeaning to say that philosophy refers these events to bene- 
volent general laws of nature. In so far as the laws of nature produce 
evil, they are clearly not benevolent. They may produce much good. 
But why is this good mixed with evil? The most subtle and powerful 
intellects have been labouring for centuries to solve these difficulties. 
The true solution, we are inclined to think, is that which has been rather 
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suggested, than developed, by Paley and Butler. But there is not one 
solution which will not apply quite as well to the evils of over- population 
as to any other evil. Many excellent people think that it is presumptuous 
to meddle with such high q^uestions at all, and that, though there doubt- 
less is an explanation, our faculties are not sufficiently enlarged to com- 
prehend that explanation. This mode of getting rid of the difficulty, again, 
will apply quite as well to the evils of over-population as to any other 
evils. We are sure that those who humbly confess their inability to 
expound the great enigma act more rationally and more decorously than 
Mr Sadler, who tells us, with the utmost confidence, which are the means 
and which the ends, — which the exceptions and which the rules, in the 
government of the universe ; — who consents to bear a little evil without 
denying the divine benevolence, but distinctly announces that a certain 
quantity of dry weather er stormy weather would force him to regard the 
Deity as the tyrant of his creatures. 

The great discovery by which Mr Sadler has, as he conceives, vindi- 
cated the ways of Providence is enounced with all the i)omp of capital 
letters. We must particularly beg that our readers will peruse it with 
attention. 

“ No one fact relative to the human species is more clearly ascertained, 
whether by general observation or actual proof, than that their fecundity 
varies in different communities and countries. The principle which 
effects this variation, without the necessity of those cruel and unnatural 
expedients so frequently adverted to, constitutes what I presume to call 
The Law ok Population ; and that law may be thus briefly enun- 
ciated : — 

“The Prolificness of human beings, otherwise similarly 

CIRCUMSTANCED, VARIES INVERSELY AS THEIR NUMBERS. 

“ The preceding definition may be thus amplified and explained. 
Premising, as a mere truism, that marriages under precisely similar cir- 
cumstances will, on the average, Ixj equally fruitful everywhere, I proceed 
to state, first, that the prolificness of a given number of marriages will, 
all other circumstances being the same, vary in pro})ortion to the conden- 
sation of the population, so that that prolificness shall be greatest where the 
numbers on an equal space are the fewest, and, on the contrary, the 
smallest where those numbers are the largest.” 

Mr Sadler, at setting out, abuses Mr Malthus for enouncing his theory 
in terms taken from the exact sciences. “ Applied to the mensuration 
of human fecundity,” he tells us, “the most fallacious of all things is 
geometrical demonstration and he again informs us that those “ act an 
irrational and irreverent part who affect to measure the mighty depth of 
God’s mercies by their arithmetic, and to demonstrate, by their geometri- 
cal ratios, that it is inadequate to receive and contain the efflux of that 
fountain of life which is in Him.” 

It appears, however, that it is not to the use of mathematical words, 
but only to the use of those words in their right senses that Mr Sadler 
objects. The law of inverse variation, or inverse proportion, is as much 
a part of mathematical science as the law of geometric progression. The 
only difference in this respect between Mr Malthus and Mr Sadler is, that 
Mr Malthus knows what is meant by geometric progression, and that Mr 
vSadler has not the faintest notion of what is meant by inverse variation. 
Had he understood the proposition which he has enounced with so much 
pomp, its ludicrous absurdity^ must at once have flashed on his mind. 
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Let it be sup|X)sed that there is a tract in the back settlements of 
America, or in New South Wales, equal in size to London, with only a 
single couple, a man and his wife, living upon it. "Lhe population of 
London, with its immediate suburbs, is now probably about a million and 
a half. The average fecundity of a marriage in London is, as Mr Sadler 
tells us, 2*35. How many children will tlie woman in the back settle- 
ments bear according to Mr Sadler’s theory ? 'i'he solution of the problem 
is easy. As the population in this tract in the back settlements is to the 
population of London, so will be the number of children born from a 
marriage in London to the number of children born from the marriage of 
this couple in the back settlements. That is to say— 

2 : 1,500,000 : : 2*35 : 1,762,500. 

The lady will have 1,762,500 children : a large “efflux of tlie fountain of 
life,’' to borrow Mr Sadler’s sonorous rhetoric, as the most [ihiloprogeni- 
tive parent could possibly desire. 

But let us, instead of putting cases of our own, look at some of those 
which Mr Sadler has brought forward in support of his theory. The fol- 
lowing table, he tells us, exhibits a striking proof of the trulh of his main 
position. It seems to us to prove only that Mr Sadler does not know 
what invei*se proportion means. 


Countries. 

Inhabitants on a 
Square Mile, 
about 

Children 
to a 

Marriage. 

Cape of Good lIo|>e 

I 

5-48 

North America 

1 4 

5-22 

Russia in Europe 

( 23 

4'94 

Denmark 

1 ^3 

1 4-89 

Prussia 

! 100 

! 4 "o 

Fiance 

140 

4*22 

England 


1 3 '66 


Is I to x6o as 3*66 to 5*48? If Mr Sadler’s principle were just, the 
number of chiklrcn produced by a marriage at the Cape wouhl be, not 
5 48, but very near 600. Or take America and France. Ts 4 to 140 as 
4'22 to 5‘22? The number of births to a marriage in North America 
ought, according to this proportion, to he about 150. 

Mr Sadler states the law of popiilaiion in England thus 


** Where the inhabitants are found to be on the square mile, 

From 50 to 100 (2 counties) the births to 100 marriages are 420 

100 to 150 (9 counties) ... 39 ^ 

150 to 200 (1 6 counties) ... 39^ 

-- 200 to 250 (4 counties) 388 

— 250 to 300 (5 counties) 37 ^ 

— 300 to 350 (3 counties) 353 

~ - 500 to 600 (2 counties) 33 * 

-4000 and upwards ( I county) ... - ^ 4 ^ 

“ Now, I think it quite reasonable to conclude, that, were there not 
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another document in existence relative to this subject, the facts thus 
deduced from the census of England are fully sufficient to demonstrate 
the position, that the fecundity of human beings varies invei-sely as their 
numoers. How, I ask, can it be evaded ? ” 

What, we ask, is there to evade? Is 246 to 420 as 50 to 40CX)? Is 
331 to 396 as 100 to 500? H the law propounded by Mr Sadler were 
correct, the births to a hundred marriages in the least populous part of 
2^6 X ilOOO 

England, would be , that is 19,680,— nearly two hundred 

children to every mother. But we will not cariy^ on these calculations. 
The absurdity of Mr Sadler’s proposition is so palpable that it is unneces- 
sary to select particular instances. Let us see what are the extremes of 
population and fecundity in well-known countries. The space which Mr 
Sadler generally takes is a square mile. The population at the Cape of 
Good Hope is, according to him, one to the square mile. That of Lon- 
don is two hundred thousand to the square mile. The number of chil- 
dren at the Cape, Mr Sadler informs us, is 5 ’48 to a marriage. In Lon- 
don, he states it at 2 35 to a marriage. Now how can that of which all 
the variations lie between 2*35 and 5*48 vary, either directly or inversely, 
as that which admits of all the variations l^etween one and two hundred 
thousand ? Mr Sadler evidently does not know the meaning of the word 
proportion. A million is a larger quantity than ten. A hundred is a 
larger quantity than five. Mr Sadler thinks, therefore, that there is no 
impropriety in saying that a hundred is to five as a million is to ten, or 
in the inverse ratio of ten to a million. He proposes to prove that the 
fecundity of marriages varies in inverse proportion to the density of the 
population. But all that he attempts to prove is that, while the popula- 
tion increases from one to a hundred and sixty on the square mile, the 
fecundity will diminish from 5*48 to 3*66 ; and that again, while the 
population increases from one hundred and sixty to two hundred 
thousand on the square mile, the fecundity will diminish from 3 ’66 
to 2*35. 

The proposition which Mr Sadler enounces, without understanding 
the words which he uses, would indeed, if it could be proved, set us at 
ease as to the dangers of over-population. But it is, as we have shown, 
a proposition so grossly absurd that it is difficult for any man to keep his 
countenance while he repeats it. The utmost that Mr Sadler has ever 
attempted to prove is this. — that the fecundity of the human race dimin- 
ishes as population becomes more condensed, — but that the diminution 
of fecundity bears a very small ratio to the increase of population, — so 
that, while the population on a square mile is multiplied two hundred- 
thousand -fold, the fecundity decreases by little more than one half. 

Does this principle vindicate the honour of God ? Does it hold out 
any new hope or comfort to man? Not at all. We pledge ourselves to 
show, with the utmost .strictness of reasoning, from Mr Sadler’s own 
principles, and from facts of the most notorious description, that every 
consequence which follows from the law of geometrical progression, laiil 
down oy Mr Malthus, will follow from the law, miscalled a law of in- 
verse variation, which has been laid down by Mr Sadler. 

London is the most thickly peopled spot of its size in the known world 
Therefore the fecundity of the population of I^ondon must, according to 
Mr Sadler, be less than th§ fecundity of human beings living on any other 
spot of equal size. Mr Sadler tells us, that “the ratios of mortality are 
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influenced by the different degrees in which the population is con- 
densated ; and that, other circumstances being similar, the relative 
number of deaths in a thinly-populated, or country district, is less than 
that which takes place in towns, and in towns of a moderate size less 
again than that which exists in large and populous cities/’ Therefore 
the mortality in I^ondon must, according to him, be greater than in other 
places. But, though, according to Mr Sadler, the fecundity is less in 
I.ondon than elsewhere, and though the mortality is greater there than 
elsewhere, we find that even in l^ndon the number of l)irths greatly 
exceeds the number of deaths. During the ten years which ended with 
1820, there n^re fifty thousand more baptisms than burials within the 
bills of mortality. It follows, therefore, that, even within London itself, 
an increase of the jx)piilation is taking place by internal propagation. 

Now, if the population of a place in which the fecundity is less and the 
mortality greater than in other places still goes on increasing by propaga- 
tion, it follows that in other places the population will increase, and in- 
crease still faster. There is clearly nothing in Mr Sadler’s boasted law' 
of fecundity which will keep the population from multiplying till the 
w'hole earth is as thick with human beings as St Giles’s parish. If Mr 
Sadler denies this, he must hold that, in places less thickly peopled than 
London, mat riages may be less fruitful than in London, which is directly 
contrary to his own principles ; or that in places less thickly peopled 
than London, and similarly situated, people will die faster than in 
London, which is again directly contrary to his own principles. Now', if 
it follows, as it clearly does follow, from Mr Sadlers own doctrines, that 
the human race might be stowed together by three or four hundred to the 
acre, and might still, as far as the principle of propagation is concerned, 
go on increasing, what advantage, in a religious or moral point of view, 
has his theory over that of Mr Malthus? The principle of Mr Malthiis, 
says Mr Sadler, leads to consequences of the most frightful description. 
Se it so. But do not all these consequences .spring equally from his owm 
principle? Revealed religion condemns Mr Malthus. Be it so. But 
Mr Sadler must share in the reproach of heresy. The theory of Mr 
Malthus represents the Deity as a Dionysius hanging the sw'ord over the 
heads of his trembling slaves. Be it so. But under W'hat rhetorical 
figure are we to represent the Deity of Mr Sadler ? 

A man who wishes to serve the cause of religion ought to hesitate long 
before he stakes the truth of religion on the event of a controversy re- 
specting facts in the physical world. For a time he may succeed in 
making a theory which he dislikes unpopular by persuading the public 
that it contradicts the Scriptures and is inconsistent wdth the attributes of 
(he Deity. But, if at last an overwhelming force of cvi<1ence proves 
this maligned theory to be true, wdiat is the effect of the arguments by 
which the objector has attempted to prove that it is irreconcilable with 
natural and revealed religion ? Merely this, to make men infidels. Like 
the Israelites, in their battle wMth the Philistines, he has pi'esumptuously 
niul without warrant brought down the ark of God into the camp as a 
means of ensuring victory ; — and the consequence of this profanation is 
that, when the battle is lost, the ark is taken. 

In every age the Church has been cautioned against this fatal and 
impious rashness by its most illustrious members, — by the fervid Augustin, 
by the subtle Aquinas, by the all-accomplished Pascal. The warning has 
been given in vain. That close alliance which, under the disguise of the 
most deadly enmity, has always subsisted between fanaticism and atheism 
is still unbroken. At one time, the cty was,— “ If you hold that the 
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earth moves round the sun, you deny the truth of the Bible.” Popes, 
conclaves, and religious orders, rose up against the Copernican heresy. 
But, as Pascal said, they could not prevent the earth from moving, or 
themselves from moving along with it. One thing, however, they could 
do, and they did. They could teach numbers to consider the Bible as a 
collection of old women’s stories which the progress of civilisation and 
knowledge was refuting one by one. They had attempted to show that 
the Ptolemaic system was as much a part of Christianity as the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. Was it strange, then, that, when the Ptolemaic system 
became an object of ridicule to every man of education in Catholic coun- 
tries, the doctrine of the resurrection should be in peril ? In the present 
generation, and in our own country, the prevailing system of geology has 
been, with equal folly, attacked on the ground that it is inconsistent with 
the Mosaic dates. And here we have Mr Sadler, out of his especial zeal 
for religion, first proving that the doctrine of superfecundity is irreconcil- 
able with the goodness of God, and then laying down principles, and 
stating facts, from which the doctrine of superfecundity necessarily follows. 
This blundering piety reminds us of the adventures of a certain missionary 
who went to convert the inhabitants of Madagascar. The good father 
had an audience of the king, and began to instruct his majesty in the his- 
tory of the human race as given in the Scriptures. “ Thus, sir,” said he, 
** was woman made out of the rib of man, and ever since that time a 
woman has had one rib more than a man.” “ Surely, father, you must 
be mistaken there,” said the king. ** Mistaken ! ” said the missionary. 

It is an indisputable fact. My faith upon it ! My life upon it ! ” The 
good man had heard the fact asserted by his nurse when he was a child, 
— had always considered it as a strong confirmation of the Scriptures, and 
fully believed it without having ever thought of verifying it. The king 
ordered a man and woman, the leanest that could be found, to be brought 
before him, and desired his spiritual instructor to count their ribs. The 
father counted over and over, upward and downward, and still found the 
same number in both. He then cleared his throat, stammered, stuttered, 
and began to assure the king that though he had committed a little error 
in saying that a woman had more ribs than a man, he was quite right in 
saying that the first woman was made out of the rib of the first man. 
“How can I tell that?” .said the king. “You come to me with a 
strange story which you say is revealed to you from heaven. I have 
already made you confess that one half of it is a lie : and how can you 
have the face to expect that 1 shall believe the other half?” 

We have shown that Mr Sadler’s theory, if it be true, is as much a 
theory of superfecundity as that of Mr Malthus. But it is not true. And 
from Mr Sadler’s own tables we will prove that it is not true. 

The fecundity of the human race in England Mr Sadler rates as 
follows*. — 

“ Where the inhabitants are found to be on the square mile — 

From 50 to 100 (2 counties) the births to 


100 marriages are 


420 

- - 100 to 150 (9 counties) 


396 

— 150 to 200 (16 counties) 


390 

- 200 to 250 (4 counties) 


388 

— 250 to 300 (5 counties) 


378 

— 300 to 350 (3 counties) 


353 

— 500 to 600 (2 counties) 


33J 

— 4000 and upwards (i county) 

... 

... 246 
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Having given this table, he begins, as usual, to boast and triumph. 

Were there not another document on the subject in existence,” says 
he, “ the facts thus deduced from the census of England are sufficient to 
demonstrate the position, that the fecundity of human beings varies 
inversely as their numbers. ” In no case would these facts demonstrate 
that the fecundity of human beings varies inversely as their numbers in 
the right sense of the words inverse variation. But certainly they would, 
“if there were no other document in existence,” appear to indicate 
something like what Mr Sadler means by inverse variation. Unhappily 
for him, however, there are other documents in existence ; and he has 
himself furnished us with them. We will extract another of his tables : — 


TABLE LXIV. 

Showing the Operation of the Law of Population in the different Hundreds 
of the County of Lancaster. 


Hundreds. 

Popula- 
tion on 
each 
Square 
Mile. 

Square 

Miles. 

Population 
ill 1821, 
exclusive of 
Towns of 
separate 
Jurisdiction. 

Marriages 
from 
i8ii to 
1821. 

} 3 aptisni.s 
Aoin 
1811 to 
1821. 

Baptisms to 
100 Marriages. 

Lonsdale 

96 

441 

42,486 

3 . 65 « 

16,129 

442 

Almond ness. 

267 

228 

60,930 

3.670 

15,228 

415 

1 .eyland 

354 

126 

44,583 

2,858 

11,182 

391 

West Derby. 

409 

377 1 

154,040 

24,182 

86,407 

357 

Blackburn ... 

513 

286 

146,608 i 

10,814 

31.463 

291 

Salford 

869 

1 373 

322,592 ^ 

40,143 

114,941 

286 


Mr Sadler rejoices much over this table. The results, he says, have 
surprised himself ; and, indeed, as we shall show, they might well have 
dune so. 

'riie result of his inquiries with respect to France he presents in the 
fvdlowing table : - 

“ The legitimate births are, in those departments where there are to 
each inhabitant — 

From 4 to 5 hects. (2 dej)arts.) to every icx» marriages 5130 

3104 ... (3 do.) 4372 

2 to 3 ... (30 do.) ... ... .. ... 4250 

I to 2 ... (44 do.) 4234 

•obtoi ... (5 do.) ... ... ... ... 4146 

and *06 ... (i do.) 2557 

I'hen comes the shout of exultation as regularly as the Gloria Patn at the 
<^>h 1 of a Psalm. “ Is there any possibility of gainsaying the conclusions 
'hose facts force upon us ; namely that the fecundity of marriages is regu- 
lated by the density of the population, and inversely to it ? ” 

Certainly these tables, taken separately, look well for Mr Sadler’s 
theory. He must be a bungling gamester who cannot win when he is 
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suffered to pack the cards his own way. We must beg leave to shuffle 
them a little ; and we will venture to promise our readers that some 
airious results will follow from the operation. In nine counties of 
England, says Mr Sadler, in which the population is from 100 to 150 on 
the square mile, the births to 100 marriages are 396. He afterwards 
expresses some doubt as to the accuracy of the documents from which 
this estimate has been formed, and rates the number of births as high as 
414. Let him take his choice. We will allow him every advantage. 

In the table which we have quoted, numbered Ixiv., he tells us that in 
Almondness, where the population is 267 to the square mile, there are 
415 births to ICX5 marriages. The population of Almondness is twice as 
thick as the population of the nine counties referred to in the other table. 
Yet the number of births to a marriage is greater in Almondness than in 
those counties. 

Once more, he tells us that in three counties, in which the population 
was from 300 to 350 on the square mile, the births to too marriages 
were 353. He afterwards rates them at 375. Again we say, let him 
take his choice. But from his table of the population of Lancashire it 
appears that, in the hundred of Leyland, where the population is 354 to 
the square mile, the number of births to 100 marriages is 391. Here 
again we have the marriages becoming more fruitful as the population 
becomes denser. 

Let us now shuffle the censuses of England and France together. In two 
English counties which contain from 50 to 100 inhabitants on the square 
mile, the births to 100 marriages are, according to Mr Sadler, 420. But 
in forty-four departments of France, in which there are from one to two 
hecatares to each inhabitant, that is to say, in which the population is from 
125 to 250 or rather more, to the square mile, the number of births to 
100 marriages is 423 and a fraction. 

Again, in five departments of France in which there is less than one 
hecatare to each inhabitant, that is to say, in which the population is 
more than 250 to the square mile, the number of births to 100 marriages 
is 414 and a fraction. But in the four counties of F.ngland in which tiic 
population is from 200 to 250 on the square mile, the number of births to 
100 marriages is, according to one of Mr Sadler’s tables, only 388, and 
by his very highest estimate no more than 402. 

Mr Sadler gives us a long table of all the towns of England and Ire- 
land, which, he tells us, iirefragably demonstrates his principle. Wc 
assert, and will prove, that these tables are alone sufficient to upset his 
whole theory. 

It is very true that, in the great towns the number of births to a mar 
riage appears to be smaller than in the less populous towns. But we learn 
some other facts from these tables which we should be glad to know how 
Mr Sadler will explain. We find that the fecundity in towns of fewer 
than 3000 inhabitants is actually much greater than the average fecundity 
of the kingdom, and that the fecundity in towns of between 3cxx> and 
4000 inhabitants is at lea.st as great as the average fecundity of the king- 
dom. The average fecundity of a marriage in towns of fewer than 30CX) 
inhabitants is about four ; in towns of between 3CO0 and 4000 inhabi- 
tants it is 360. Now, the average fecundity of England, when it con- 
tained only 160 inhabitants to a square mile, and when, therefore, 
according to the new law of population, the fecundity must have been 
greater than it now is, was only, according to Mr Sadler, 3*66 to a mar- 
riage. To proceed, — the fecundity of a marriage in the EngU.sh towns 
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of between 4000 and 5000 inhabitants is stated at 3 56. But, when we 
turn to Mr Sadler’s table of the counties, we find the fecundity of a mar- 
riage in Warwickshire and Staffordshire rated at only 3*48, and in 
Lancashire and Surrey at only 3*41. 

These facts disprove Mr Sadler’s principle ; and the fact on which he 
lays so much stress — that the fecundity is less in the great towns than in 
the small towns — does not tend in any degree to prove his principle. 
There is not the least reason to believe that the population is more dense, 
on a given space, in London or Manchester than in a town of 4000 inha- 
bitants. But it is quite certain that the population is more dense in a 
town of 4CX» inhabitants than in Warwickshire or Lancashire. That 
the fecundity of Manchester is less than the fecundity of Sandwich or 
Guildford is a circumstance which has nothing whatever to do with Mr 
Sadler’s theory. But that the fecundity of Sandwich is greater than the 
average fecundity of Kent, — that the fecundity of Guildford is greater 
than the average fecundity of Surrey, — as from his own tables appears to 
be the case, — these are facts utterly inconsistent with his theory. 

We need not here examine why it is that the human race is less fruit- 
ful in great cities than in small towns or in the open country. The fact 
has long been notorious. We are inclined to attribute it to the same 
causes which tend to abridge human life in great cities, — to general sick- 
liness and want of tone, produced by clo.se air and sedentary employ- 
ments. Thus far, and thus far only, we agree with Mr Sadler, that, 
when population is crowded together in .such masses that the general 
health and energy of the frame are impaired by the condensation, and by 
the habits attending on the condemsation, then the fecundity of the race 
diminishes. But this is evidently a check of the same class with war, 
j)estilence, and famine. It is a check for the operation of which Mr 
Malthus has allowed. 

That any condensation which does not affect the general health will 
affect fecundity, is not only not proved — it is disproved — by Mr Sadler’s 
own tables. 

Mr Sadler passes on to Prussia, and sums up his information respecting 
that country as follows : — 


j Inhabitants on a .Square 
Mile, German. 

i 

Number 

of 

Provinces. 

Births to 

100 

Marriage.s, 

* 754 - 

Births to 

too 

Marriages, 

1 i 7 « 4 - 

1 

Births to 
too 

Marriages, 

Busching 

1 Under 1000 

2 

434 

472 

503 

i icxx) to 2000 

4 

414 

455 

454 

2000 to 30CX) 

6 

384 

424 

426 j 

1 3000 to 4.000 

2 

365 

408 

394 


After the table comes the boast as usual : 

“ Thus is the law of population deduced from the registers of Frus'^ia 
also : and were the argument to pause here, it is conclusive. The 
‘esults obtained from the registers 01 this and the preceding countries, ex- 
hibiting, as they do most clearly, the principle of human increase, it is 
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utterly impossible should have been the work of chance ; on the contrary, 
the regularity with which the facts class themselves in conformity with 
that principle, and the striking analogy which the whole of them bear to 
each other, demonstrate equally the design of Nature, and the certainty 
of its accomplishment.’’ 

We are sorry to disturb Mr Sadler's complacency. But, in our opinion, 
this table completely disproves his whole principle. If we read the 
columns perpendicularly, indeed, they seem to be in his favour. But how 
stands the case if we read horizontally ? Does Mr Sadler believe that, 
during the thirty years which elapsed between 1754 and 1784, the 
population of Prussia had been diminishing ? No fact in history is better 
ascertained than that, during the long peace which followed the seven 
years’ war, it increased with great rapidity. Indeed, if the fecundity 
were what Mr Sadler states it to have been, it must liave increased with 
great rapidity. Yet, the ratio of births to marriages is greater in 1784 
than in 1 754, and that in every province. It is, therefore, perfectly clear 
that the fecundity does not diminish whenever the density of the popula- 
tion increases. 

We will try another of Mr Sadler’s tables : 

TABLE LXXXI. 


Showing the Estimated P7‘oliJicness of Marriages in England at the close 
of the Seventeenth Century, 


Places. 

Number 

of 

Inhabitants. 

One An- 
nual Mar- 
riage, to 

Number 

of 

Marriages 

Children 
to one 
Marriage. 

Total 
Number 
of Births 

London 

530,000 

106 

5,000 

4 ' 

20,000 

Large Towns 

870,000 

128 

6,800 

4‘5 

30,000 

Small Towns and) 
Country Places) 

4,100,000 

I41 

29,200 

I 

; 4-8 

140,160 


5,500,000 

134 

1 

1 41,000 

1 

465 

190,760 j 


Standing by itself, this table, like most of the others, seems to support 
Mr Sadler’s theory. But surely London, at the close of the seventeentli 
century, was far more thickly peopled than the kingdom of England now 
is. Yet the fecundity in London at the close of the seventeenth century 
was 4 ; and the average fecundity of the whole kingdom now is not more, 
according to Mr Sadler, than 3^. Then again, the large towns in 1700 
were far more thickly peopled than Westmoreland and the North Riding 
of Yorkshire now are. Yet the fecundity in those large towns was then 
4*5. And Mr Sadler tells us that it is now only 4*2 in Westmoreland and 
the North Riding. 

It is scarcely necessary to say anything about the censuses of the 
Netherlands, as Mr Sadler himself confesses that there is some difficulty 
in reconciling them with his theory, and helps out his awkward explana- 
tion by supposing, quit^ gratuitously, as it seems to us, that the official 
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documents are inaccurate. The argument which he has drawn from the 
United States will detain us but for a very short time. He has not told 
us, — perhaps he had not the means of telling us, -what proportion the 
number of births in the different parts of that country bears to the num- 
ber of marriages. * He shows that in the thinly peopled states the number 
of children bears a greater proportion to the number of grown-up people 
than in the old states ; and this, he conceives, is a sufficient proof that 
the condensation of the population is unfavourable to fecundity. We 
deny the inference altogether. Nothing can be more obvious than the 
explanation of the phenomenon. The back settlements are for the most 
part peopled by emigration from the old states ; and emigrants are 
almost alv/ays breeders. They are almost always vigorous people in the 
prime of life. Mr Sadler himself, in another part of his book, in which 
he tries very unsuccessfully to show that the rapid multiplication of the 
people of America is principally owing to emigration from Europe, states 
this fact in the plainest manner ; 

** Nothing is more certain, than that emigration is almost universally 
supplied by ‘ single persons in the beginning of mature life ; * nor, 
secondly, that such persons, as Dr. Franklin long ago asserted, ‘ marry 
and raise families.’ 

“ Nor is this all. It is not more true, that emigrants, generally speak- 
ing, consist of individuals in the prime of life, than that ‘ they are the 
most active and vigorous’ of that age, as Dr Seybert describes them to 
be. They are, as it respects the principle at issue, a select class, even 
compared with that of tneir own age, generally considered. Their very 
object in leaving their native countries is to settle in life, a phrase that 
needs no explanation ; and they do .so. No equal number of human 
beings, therefore, have ever given so large or rapid an increase to a com- 
munity as ‘settlers’ have invariably done.” 

It is perfectly clear that children are more numerous in the back settle- 
ments of America than in the maritime states, not because unoccupied 
land makes people prolific, but becau.se the most prolific people go to the 
unoccupied land. 

Mr Sadler having, as he conceives, fully established his theory of popu- 
lation by statistical evidence, proceeds to prove, “that it is in unison, 
or rather required by the principles of physiology.” I'he difference 
between himself and his opponents he states as follows 

“ In pursuing this part of my subject, I must begin by reminding the 
reader of the difference between those w'ho hold the superfecundity of 
mankind and myself, in regard to those principles which will form the 
basis of the present argument. They contend, that production precedes 
population ; I, on tire contrary, maintain that population precedes, and 
is indeed the cause of, production. They teach that man breeds up to the 
capital, or in proportion to the abundance of the food, he possesses : I 
assert, that he is comparatively sterile when he is w’ealthy, and that he 
breeds in proportion to his poverty ; not meaning, however, by that- 
poverty, a state of privation approaching to actual starvation, any more 
fhan, I suppose, they would contend, that extreme and culpable exce.ss is 
the grand patron of population. In a word, they hold that a state of 
ease and affluence is the great promoter of prolificness. I maintain that 
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a considerable degree of labour, and even privation, is a more efficient 
cause of an increased degree of human fecundity/* 

To prove this point, lie quotes Aristotle, Hippocrates, Dr Short, Dr 
Gregory, Dr Perceval, M. Villermi, Lord Bacon, and Rousseau. We 
will not dispute about it ; for it seems quite clear to us that if he suc- 
ceeds in establishing it he overturns his own theory. If men breed in 
proportion to their poverty, as he tells us here, — and at the same time 
breed in inverse proportion to their numbers, as he told us before, — it 
necessarily follows that the poverty of men must be in inverse proportion 
to their numbers. Inverse proportion, indeed, as we have shown, is not 
the phrase which expresses Mr Sadler's meaning. To speak more 
correctly, it follows, from his own positions, that, if one population be 
thinner than another, it will also be poorer. Is this the fact? Mr 
Sadler tells us, in one of those tables which we have already quoted, that 
ill the United States the population is four to a square mile, and the 
fecundity 5’22 to a marriage, and that in Russia the population is 
twenty-three to a square mile, and the fecundity 4*94 to a marriage. Is 
the North American labourer poorer than the Russian boor? If not, 
what becomes of Mr Sadler’s argument ? 

The most decisive proof of Mr Sadler’s theory, according to him, is 
that which he has kept for the last. It is derived from the registers of 
the English Peerage. The peers, he says, and says truly, are the class 
with respect to whom we possess the most accurate statistical information. 

“ Touching their number^ this has been accurately known and recorded 
ever since the order has existed in the country. For several centuries 
past, the addition to it of a single individual has been a matter of public 
interest and notoriety : this hereditary honour conferring not personal 
dignity merely, but important privileges, and being almost always 
identified W'ith great wealth and influence. The records relating to it are 
kept with the most scrupulous attention, not only by heirs and expect- 
ants, but they are appealed to by more distant connections, as conferring 
distinction on all who can claim such affinity. Hence there are few dis- 
putes concerning successions to this rank, but such as go back to very 
remote periods. In later times, the marriages, births, and deaths, of the 
nobility, have not only been registered by and known to those personally 
interested, but have been published periodically, and, consequently, 
subject to perpetual correction and revision ; while many of the most 
powerful motives which can influence the human mind conspire to preserve 
these records from the slightest falsification. Compared with these, 
therefore, all other registers, or reports, whether of sworn searchers or 
others, are incorrectness itsellf. ” 

Mr Sadler goes on to tell us that the peers are a marrying class, and 
that their general longevity proves them to be a healthy class. Still peer- 
ages often liecome extinct ; — and from this fact he infers that they are a 
sterile class. So'far, says he, from increasing in geometrical progression, 
they do not even keep up their numbers. “ Nature interdicts their 
increase.” 

“ Thus,” says he, ** in all ages of the world, and in every nation of 
have the highest ranks qf the community been the most sterile, and the 
lowest the most prolific. As it respects our own country, from the lowest 
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grade of society, the Irish peasant, to tl>e highest, the British peer, this 
remains a conspicuous truth ; and the regulation of the degree of 
fecundity conformably to this principle, through ihe intermediate grada- 
tions of society, constitutes one of tlie features of llie system developed in 
these pages.” 

We take the issue which Mr Sadler has himself oflferetl. We agree 
with him, that the registers of the English Peerage are of far higher 
authority than any other statistical documents. We are content that by 
those registers his principle should be judged. And we meet him by 
positively denying his facts. We assert that the English nobles are not 
only not a sterile, but an eminently pix)lific, part of the community. Mr 
Sadler concludes that they are sterile, merely because peerages often be- 
come extinct. Is this the j)roper way of ascertaining the point ? Is it 
thus that he avails himself of those registers on the accuracy and fulness 
of which he descants so largely ? Surely his right course would have been 
to count the marriages, and the number of births in the Peerage. "I'his 
he has not done ; — -but we have d^he it. And what is the result ? 

It appears from the last edition of Debrett’s Peerage^ published in 
1828, tnat there were at that time 287 peers of the United Kingdom, who 
had been married once or oftener. 'Phe whole number of marriages con- 
tacted by these 287 peers was 333. 'I'he number of children by these 
marriages was 1437, — more than five to a peer,— more than 4 3 to a 
marriage, — more, that is to say, than the average number in those 
counties of England in which, according to Mr Sadler’s own statement, 
the fecundity is the greatest. 

But this is not all. These marriages had not, in 1828, produced their 
full effect. Some of them had been very lately contracted. In a very 
large proportion of them there was every probability of additional issue. 
I'o allow for this probability, we may safely add one to ihe average 
which we have already obtained, and rate the fecundity of a noble mar- 
riage in England at 5*3 ; — higher than the fecundity which Mr Sadler 
assigns to the people of the United States. Even if we do not make this 
allowance, the average fecundity of the marriages of t^eers is higher by 
one-fifth than the average fecundity of marriages throughout the kingdom. 
And this is the .sterile class ! This is the class which “ Nature has in- 
terdicted from increasing ! ” The evidence to wliich Mr vSadler has 
himself appealed proves tliat his principle is false, — utterly false,— wildly 
and extravagantly false. It proves that a class, living during half of 
every year in the most crowded population in the world, breeds faster 
than those who live in the country ; —that the class which enjoys the 
greatest degree of luxury and ease breeds faster than the class which un- 
dergoes lal^ur and privation. To talk a little in Mr Sadler’s style, wa 
must own that we are ourselves surprised at the results which our exami 
nation of the peerage has brought out. We certainly should have thoughl 
that the habits of fashionable life, and long residence even in the most 
airy parts of so great a city as lx>ndon, would have been more unfavour- 
able to the fecundity of the higher ordera than they appear to be. 

Peerages, it is true, often become extinct. But it is quite clear, from 
what we have stated, that this is not because peeresses are barren. There 
is no difficulty in discovering what the causes really are. In the first 
place, most of the titles of our nobles are limited to heirs male ; so that, 
though the average fecundity of a noble marriage is upwaids of five, yet, 
lor the purpose of keeping up a peerage, it cannot be reckoned at much 

Q 
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more than two and a half. Secondly, though the peers are, as Mr Sadler 
says, a marrying class, the younger sons of peers are decidedly not a 
marrying class ; so that a peer, though he has at least as great a chance 
of having a son as his neighbours, has less chance than they of having a 
collateral heir. 

We have now disposed, we think, of Mr Sadler’s principle of popula* 
tion. Our readers must, by this time, be pretty well satisfied as to his 
qualifications for setting up theories of his own. We will, therefore, 
present them with a few instances of the skill and fairness which he shows 
when he undertakes to pull down the theories of other men. The doc- 
trine of Mr Malthus, that population, if not checked by want, by vice, by 
excessive mortality, or by the prudent self-denial of individuals, would 
increase in a geometric progression, is, in Mr Sadler’s opinion, at once 
false and atrocious. 

It may at once be denied,” says he, “ that human increase proceeds 
geometrically ; and for this simple but decisive reason, that the existence 
of a geometrical ratio of increase in the works of nature is neither true 
nor possible. It would fling into utSlr confusion all order, time, magni- 
tude, and space.” 

This is as curious a specimen of reasoning as any that has been offered 
to the world since the days when theories were founded on the principle 
that nature abhors a vacuum. We proceed a few pages farther, however ; 
and we then find that geometric progression is unnatural only in those 
cases in which Mr Malthus conceives that it exists ; and that, in all cases 
in which Mr Malthus denies the existence of a geometric ratio, nature 
changes sides, and adopts that ratio as the rule of increase. 

Mr Malthus ho’ds that subsistence will increase only in an arithmetical 
ratio. “ As far as nature has to do with the question,” says Mr Sadler, 
“men might, for instance, plant twice the number of peas, and breed 
from a double number of the same animals, with equal prospect of their 
multiplication.” Now, if Mr Sadler thinks that, as far as nature is con- 
cerned, four sheep will double as fast as two, and eight as fast as four, 
how can he deny that the geometrical ratio of increase does exist in the 
works of nature ? Or has he a definition of his own for geometrical pro- 
gression, as well as for inverse proportion ? 

Mr Malthus, and those who agree with him, have generally referred to 
the United States, as a country in which the human race increases in a 
geometrical ratio, and have fixed on thirty- five years as the term in whicli 
the population of that country doubles itself. Mr Sadler contends that 
it is physically impossible for a people to double in twenty- five years ; 
nay, that thirty-five years is far too short a period, — that the Americans 
do not double by procreation in less than forty-seven years, — and that 
the rapid increase of their numbers is produced by emigration from 
Europe. 

Emigration has certainly had some effect in increasing the population 
of the United States. But so great has the rate of that increase been 
that, after making full allowance for the effect of emigration, there will 
be a residue, attributable to procreation alone, amply sufficient to double 
the population in twenty-five years. 

Mr Sadler states the results of the four censuses as follows : — 

“There were, of white inhabitants, in the whole of the United States 
in 1790, 3,093,111 ; in 1800, 4,309,656; in 1810, 5,862,093 ; and in 
1820, 7,861,710. The increase, in the first term, being 39 per cent. ; 
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that in the second, 36 per cent. ; and that in the tlnrd and last, 33 per 
cent. It is superfluous to say, that it is utterly impossible to deduce the 
geometric theory of human increase, whatever be the period of duplica 
tion, from such terms as these. ” 

Mr Sadler is a bad arithmetician. The increase in the last term is 
not as he states it, 33 per cent., but more than 34 per cent. Now, an 
increase of 32 per cent, in ten years, is more than sufficient to double the 
population in ♦wenty-five years. And there is, we think, very strong 
reason to believe that the white ixjpulation of the United States does 
increase by 32 per cent, every ten years. 

Our reason is this. There is in the United States a class of persons 
whose numbers are not increased by emigration, — the negro slaves. 
During the interval which elapsed between the census of 1810 and the 
census of 1820, the change in their numbers must have been produced by 
procreation, and by procreation alone. Their situation, though much 
happier than that of the wretched l>eings who cultivate the sugar planta- 
tions of IVinidad and Demerara, cannot be supposed to be more favour- 
able to health and fecundity than that of free labourers. In 1810, the 
slave-trade had been but recently abolished ; and there were in conse- 
quence many more male than female slaves, — a circumstance, of course, 
very unfavourable to procreation. Slaves are perpetually pas.sing into 
tlie class of freemen ; but no freeman ever descends into servitude ; so 
that the census will not exhibit the whole effect of the procreation which 
really takes place. 

VVe find, by the census of 1810, that the number of slaves in the Union 
was then 1,191,000. In 1820, they had increased to 1,538,000. That 
is lo say, in ten years, they had increased 29 per cent.— within three per 
cent, of that rate of increase which would double their numbers in 
twenty-five years. We may, we think, fairly calculate that, if the 
female slaves had been as numerous as the males, and if no manumis- 
sions had taken place, the census of the slave population would have 
exhibited an increase of 32 per cent, in ten years. 

If we are right in fixing on 32 per cent, as the rate at which the white 
population of America increases by procreation in ten years, it will 
follow that, during the last ten years of the eighteenth century, nearly 
one-sixth of the increase was the effect of emigration ; from 1800 to l8lO, 
about one-ninth ; and from 1810 to 1820, about one-seventeenth. This 
is what we should have expected ; for it is clear that, unless the number 
of emigrants be constantly increasing, it must, as compared with the 
resident population, be relatively decreasing. The number of persons 
added to the population of the United Slates by emigration, between 
I H 10 and 1820, would be nearly 120,000. From the data furnished by 
Mr Sadler himself, we should be inclined to think that this would be a 
fair estimate. 

“ Dr Seyberf says, that the passengers to ten of the principal ports of 
the United States, in the year 1817, amounted lo 22,235 ; of whom 
1 1,977 were from Great Britain and Ireland ; 4164 from Germany and 
Holland; 1245 from France; 58 from Italy; 2901 from the British 
possessions in North America ; 1569 from the West Indies ; and from all 
'>ther countries, 321. These, however, we may conclude, with the editor 
of Styles’s Register, were far short of the number that arrived.” 
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We have not the honour of knowing either Dr Seybert or the editor of 
Styles’s Register. We canno^ therefore, decide on their respective claims 
to our confidence so peremptorily as Mr Sadler thinks fit to do. Nor can we 
agree to what Mr Sadler very gravely assigns as a reason for disl>elieviiig 
Dr Seybert’s testimony. “ Such accounts,” he says, “ if not wilfully 
exaggeratetl, must always fall short of the truth.” It would be a curious 
question of casuistry to determine what a man ought to do in a case in 
which he cannot tell the truth except by being guilty of wilful exaggera- 
tion. We will, however, suppose, with Mr Sadler, thnt Dr Seybert, 
finding himself compelled to choose between two sins, preferred telling a 
falsehood to exaggerating ; and that he has consequently underrated the 
number of emigrants. We will take it at double of the Doctor’s estimate, 
and suppose that, in 1817, 45,000 Europeans crossed to the United 
States. Now, it must be remembered that the year 1817 was a year of 
the severest and most general distress over all Europe, — a year of scarcity 
everywhere, and of cniel famine in some places. There can, therefore, 
be no doubt that the emigration of 1817 was very far above the average, 
probably more than three times that of an ordinary year. Till the year 
1815, the war rendered it almost impossible to emigrate to the United 
States either from England or from the Continent. If we sup^wse the 
average emigration of the remaining years to have been 16,000, we shall 
probably not be much mistaken. In 1818 and 1819, the number was 
certainly much beyond that average ; in 1815 and 1816, probably much 
below it. But, even if we were to suppose that, in every year from the 
peace to 1820, the number of emigrants had been as high as we have sup- 
posed it to l)e in 1817, the increase by procreation among the white 
inhabitants of the United States would still appear to be about 30 per 
cent, in ten years. 

Mr Sadler acknowledges that Cobbett exaggemtes the number of emi- 
grants when he states it at 150,000 a year. Yet even this estimate, 
absurdly great as it is, would not be sufficient to explain the increase of 
the population of the United States on Mr Sadler’s principles. He is, 
he tells us, “ convinced that doubling in 35 years is a far more rapid 
duplication than ever has taken place in that country from procreation 
only.” An increase of 20 per cent, in ten years, by procreation, would 
therefore be the very utmost that he would allow to be possible. Wc 
have already shown, by reference to the census of the slave population, 
that this doctrine is quite absurd. And, if we suppose it to l)e sound, \vc 
shall be driven to the conclusion that above eight hundred thousand 
people emigrated from Europe to the United States in a space of little 
more than five years. The whole increase of the white population from 
1810 to 1820 was within a few hundreds of 2,000,000. If we are to attri- 
bute to procreation only 20 per cent, on the number returned by the 
census of 1810, we shall have about 830,000 persons to accoimt for in 
some other way ; — and to suppose that the emigrants who went to America 
between the peace of 1815 and the census of 1820, with the children who 
were bom to them there, would make up that number, would be iln 
height of absurdity. 

We could say much more ; but we think it quite unnecessary at present. 
We have shown that Mr Sadler is careless in the collection of facts, - 
that he is incapable of reasoning on facts when he has collected them 
that he does not understand the simplest terms of science, — that he has 
enounced a proposition of which he does not know the meaning, — that 
the proposition which he^means to enounce, and which he tries to prove. 
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leads directly t« all these consequences which he represents as impious 
<ind immoral, — and that, from the very documents to which he has 
himself appealed, it may be demonstrated that his theory is false. We 
may, perhaps, resume the subject when his next volume appears. 
Meanwhile, we hope that he will delay its publication until he has 
learned a little arithmetic, and unlearned a great deal of eloquence. 



246 


SADLERS S REFUTATION REFUTED. 


SAPLER^S REFUTATION REFUTED. 

(January 1831.) 

A Refutation of an Article in the Edinburgh Review (No. CII.) entitled, 
** Sadler's Law of Population, and disprooj of Human Superfecundiiy : " con- 
taining also Additional Proofs of the Principle enunciated in that Treatise, 
founded on the Censuses of different Countries recently published. By Michaei. 
Thomas Sadler, M.P, 8vo. London: 1830. 

Before anything came out atiainst my Essay, I was told I must prepare myself 
for a storin coming against it, it being resolved oy some men that it was necessary that 
book of mine should, as it is phrased, be run down.” — John Locke. 

We have, in violation of our usual practice, transcribed Mr Sadler’s title- 
page from top to bottom, motto and all. The parallel implied between 
the Essay on the Human Understanding and the Essay on Superfecimdity 
is exquisitely laughable. We can match it, however, with mottoes as 
ludicrous. We remember to have heard of a dramatic piece, entitled 
“ News from Camperdown,” written soon after Lord Duncan’s victory, 
by a man once as much in his own good graces as Mr Sadler is, and nt)w 
as much forgotten as Mr Sadler will soon be, Robert Heron. His piece 
was brought upon the stage, and damned, *‘as it is phrased,” in the 
second act ; but the author, thinking that it had been unfairly and 
unjustly “ run down,” published it, in order to put his critics to shame, 
with this motto from Swift : “ When a true genius appears in the world, 
you may know him by this mark — that the dunces are all in confederacy 
against him.” We remember another anecdote, which may j^)erhaps be 
acceptable to so zealous a churchman as Mr Sadler. A certain Antinu- 
mian preacher, the oracle of a barn, in a county of w hich we do not think 
it proper to mention the name, finding that divinity was not by itself a 
sufficiently lucrative profession, resolved to combine with it that of dog- 
stealing. He was, by ill-fortune, detected in several offences of this 
description, and was in consequence brought before two justices, who, in 
virtue of the powders given them by an act of parliament, sentenced liim 
to a whipping for each theft. The degrading punishment inflicted on 
the pastor naturally thinned the flock ; and the poor man was in danger 
of wanting bread. He accordingly put forth a handbill solemnly lao- 
testing his innocence, describing his sufferings, and appealing to ike 
Christian charity of the public ; and to his pathetic adoress he prefixed 
this most appropriate text : “ Thrice was I beaten with rods. — St Paul's 
Epistle to the Corinthians.^^ He did not perceive that, though St Tkml 
had been scourged, no number of whippings, however severe, will ot 
themselves entitle a man to be considered as an apostle. Mr Sadler .seem^ 
to us to have fallen into a somewhat similar error. He should rememl'^ ' 
that, though Locke may have been laughed at, so has Sir Claudius 
Hunter ; and that it takes something more than the laughter of all the 
world to make a Locke* 

The body of this pamphlet by no means justifies the parallel so nio- 
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destly insinuated on the title-page. Yet we must own that, though Mr 
Sadler has not risen to the level of Locke, he has done what was almost 
as difficult, if not as honourable — he has fallen below his own. He is at 
best a bad writer. His arrangement is an elaborate confusion. His style 
has been constructed, with great care, in such a manner as to produce 
the least possible effect by means of the greatest possible number of 
words. Aspiring to the exalted character of a Christian philosopher, he 
can never preserve through a single paragraph either the calmness of a 
philosopher or the meekness of a Christian. His ill-nature would make 
a very little wit formidable. But, happily, his efforts to wound resemble 
those of a juggler’s snake. The bags of poison are full, but the fang is 
wanting. In this foolish pamphlet, all the unpleasant peculiarities of his 
style and temper are brought out in the strongest manner. He is from 
the beginning to the end in a paroxysm of rage, and would certainly do us 
some mischief if he knew how. We will give a single instance for the 
present. Others will present themselves as we proceed. We laughed at 
some doggerel verses which he cited, and which we, never having seen 
them before, suspected to be his own. We are now sure that if the 
principle on which Solomon decided a famous case of filiation were correct, 
there can be no doubt as to the justice of our suspicion. Mr Sadler, who, 
whatever elements of the poetical character he may lack, possesses the 
poetical irritability in an abundance which might have sufficed for Homer 
himself, resolved to retaliate on the person, who, as he supposed, had 
reviewed him. He has, accoixlingly, ransacked some collection of college 
verses, in the hope of finding, among the performances of his supposed 
antagonist, something as bad as his own. And we must in fairness admit 
that he has succeeded pretty well. We must admit that the gentleman 
in question sometimes put into his exercises, at seventeen, almost as great 
nonsense as Mr Sadler is in the habit of putting into his books at sixty. 

Mr Sadler complains that we have devoted whole pages to mere abuse 
of him. We deny the charge. We have, indeed, cliaracterised, in terms 
of just reprehension, that spirit which sliows itself in eveiy part of his 
prolix work. Those terms of reprehension we are by no means inclined 
to retract ; and we conceive that we might have used much stronger 
expressions, without the least offence either to truth or to decorum. There 
is a limit pi*escribed to us by our sense of what is due to ourselves. But 
we think that no indulgence is due to Mr Sadler. A writer who distinctly 
announces that he has not conformed to the candour of the age — who 
makes it his boast that he expresses himself throughout with the greatest 
plainness and freedom — ana whose constant practice proves that by 
plainness and freedom he means coai*seness and rancour— has no right to 
expect that others shall remember courtesies which he has forgotten, or 
shall respect one who has ceased to respect himself. 

Mr Sadler declares that he has never vilified Mr Malthas personally, 
and has confined himself to attacking the doctrines which that gentleman 
maintains. We should wish to leave that point to the decision of all who 
have read Mr Sadler’s book, or any twenty pages of it. To quote parti- 
cular instances of a temper which i>enetrates and inspires the whole work, 
is to weaken our charge. Yet, that we may not be suspected of flinching 
We will give two specimens, — the two first which occur to our recollection 
“ Whose minister is it that speaks thus?” says Mr Sadler, after misrepre 
senting in a most extraordinary manner, though, we are willing to believe, 
miintentionally, one of the positions of Mr Malthus, “ Whose ministei 
is it that speaks thus ? That of the lover and avenger of little children ?” 
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Again, Mr Malthus recommends, erroneotisly perhaps, but assuredly from 
humane motives, that alms, when given, should be given very sparingly. 
Mr Sadler quotes the recommendation, and adds the following courteous 
comment ; — **The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.” We cannot 
think that a writer who indulges in these indecent and unjust attacks on 
professional and personal character has any right to complain of our 
sarcasms on his metaphors and rhymes. 

We will now proceed to examine the reply wliich Mr Sadler has thought 
fit to make to our arguments. He begins by attacking our remarks on the 
origin of evil. They are, says he, too profound for common apprehen- 
sion ; and he hopes that they are too profound for our own. That they 
seem profound to him we can well believe. Profundity, in its secondary 
as in its primary sense, is a relative term. When Grildrig was nearly 
drowned in the Brobdignagian cream-jug he doubtless thought it very 
deep. But to common apprehension our reasoning would, we are per- 
suaded, appear perfectly simple. 

The theory of Mr Malthus, says Mr Sadler, cannot be true, because it 
asserts the existence of a great and terrible evil, and is therefore incon- 
sistent with the goodness of God. We answer thus. We know that 
there are in the world great and terrible evils. In spite of these evils, we 
believe in the goodness of God. Why may we not then continue to be- 
lieve in his goodness, though another evil should be added to the list ? 

How does Mr .Sadler answer this? Merely by telling us, that we are too 
wicked to be reasoned with. He completely shrinks from the question ; 
a question, be it remembered, not raised by us — a question which wc 
should have felt strong objections to raising unnecessarily — a question put 
forward by himself, as intimately connected with the subject of his two 
poiKlerous volumes. He attempts to carp at detached parts of our rea 
soning on the subject. With what success he carries on this guerilla war 
after declining a general action with the main body of our argument our 
readers shall see. 

‘'‘The Reviewer sends me to Paley, who is, I confess, rather more in- 
telligible on the subject, and who, fortunately, has decided the very point 
in dispute. I will first give the words of the Reviewer, who, when speaking 
of my general argument regarding the magnitude of the evils, moral and 
physical, implied in the theory 1 oppose, sums up his ideas thus t — ‘Mr 
Sadler says, that it is not^ light or transient evil, but a great and perma- 
nent evil. What then ? The question of the oridn of evil is a question 
of ay or no, — not a question of MORE or l.Ess.^ But what says Paley? 
His express rule is this, that * when we cannot resolve all appearances 
into benevolence of design, we make the few give place to the many, the 
LITTLE to the GREAT ; that we take our judgment from a large and decided 
prepondemney.^ Now in weighing these two authorities, directly at issue 
on this point, I think there will be little trouble in determining which wc 
shall make ‘to give place or, if we ‘ look to a large and decided pre- 
ponderancy* of either talent, learning, .or benevolence, from whom wc 
s.iall ‘take our judgment.' The effrontery, or, to speak more charitably, 
the ignorance of a reference to Paley on tnis subject, and in this instance, 
is really marvellous.” 

Now, does not Mr Sadler see that the very words which he quotes from 
Paley contain in themselves a refutation of nis whole argument ? Paley 
says, indeed, as every ilian in his senses would say, that in a certain case, 
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which he has specified, the more and the less come into question. But 
in what case ? “ When we cannot resolve all appearances into the bene- 

volence of design/’ It is better that there should be a little evil than a 
great deal of evil. This is self-evident. But it is also self-evident, that no 
evil is better than a little evil. Why, then, is there any evil? It is 
a mystery which we canm>t solve. It is a mystery which Paley, by the 
very words which Mr Sadler has quoted, acknowledges himself unable to 
solve ; and it is because he cannot solve that mystery that he proceeds 
to take into consideration the more and the less. Believing in the divine 
goodness, we must necessarily believe that the evils which exist are neces- 
sary to avert greater evils. But what those greater evils are, V^e do not 
Tenow. How the happiness of any part of the sentient creation would 
be in any respect diminished if, for example, children cut their teeth 
without pain, we cannot understand. The case is exactly the same with 
the principle of Mr Malthus. If superfecundity exists, it exists, no doubt, 
because it is a less evil than some other evil which otherwise would exist. 
Can Mr Sadler prove that this ip an impossibility ? 

One single expression which Mr Sadler employs on this subject is 
sufficient to show how utterly incompetent he is to discuss it. “ On 
the Christian hypothesis,” says he, “no doubt exists as to the origin 
of evil.” He does not, we think, underetand what is meant by the 
origin of evil. The Christian Scriptures profess to give no solution of 
that mystery. They relate facts : but they leave the metaphysical ques- 
tion undetermined. They tell us that man fell ; but why he was not so 
constituted as to be incapable of falling, or why the Supreme Being has 
not mitigated the conse<^uences of the Fall more than they actually have 
been mitigated, the Scriptures did not tell us, and, it may without pre- 
sumption be said, could not tell us, unless we had been creatures 
different from what we are. There is something, either in the nature of 
our faculties or in the nature of the machinery employed by us for the 
purpose of reasoning, which condemns us, on this and similar subjects, to 
hopeless ignorance. Man can understand these high matters only by 
ceasing to w man, just as a fly can understand a lemma of Newton only 
by ceasing to be a flv. To make it an objection to the Christian system 
that it gives us no solution of these difficulties, is to make it an objection to 
the Christian system that it is a system form^ for human beings. Of the 
puzzles of the Academy, there is not one which does not apply as strongly 
to Deism as to Christianity, and to Atheism as to Deism. There are 
difficulties in everything. Yet w^e are sure that something must be true. 

If revelation speaks on the subject of the origin of evil it speaks only to 
discourse dogmatism and temerity. In the most ancient, the most 
l>cautiful, and the most profound of all works on the subject, the Book 
of Job, both the sufferer who complains of the divine government, and 
the injudicious advisers who attempt to defend it on wrong principles, are 
silenced by the voice of supreme wisdom, and reminded that the question 
is Ijeyond the reach of the human intellect. St Paul silences the 
supposed objector, who strives to force him into controversy, in the same 
manner. The church has been, ever since the apostolic times, agitated 
by this question, and by a question which is inseparable from it, the 
question of fate and free-will. The greatest theologians and philosophers 
have acknowledgerl that these things were too high for them, and have 
contented themselves with hinting at what seemed to be the most prob- 
able solution. What says Johnson ? “ All our effort ends in belief that 
for the evils of life there is some good reason, and in confession that the 
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reason cannot be found.” What says Paley ? “ Of the origin of evil no 

universal solution has been discovered. I mean no solution which 
reaches to all cases of complaint. — The consideration of general laws, 
although it may concern the (question of the origin of evil very nearly, 
which I think it does, rests in views disproportionate to our faculties, and 
in a knowledge which we do not possess. It serves rather to account for 
the obscurity of the subject, than to supply us with distinct answers to 
our difficulties.^^ What says presumptuous ignorance? “No doubt 
whatever exists as to the origin of evil.” It is remarkable that Mr Sadler 
does not tell us what his solution is. The world, we suspect, will lose 
little by his silence. 

He falls on the reviewer again. 

“Though I have shown,” says he, “and on authorities from which 
none can lightly differ, not only the cruelty and immorality which this 
system necessarily involves, but its most revolting feature, its gross par- 
tiality, he has wholly suppressed this, the most important part of my 
argument; as even the bare notice of it would have instantly exposed the 
sophistry to which he has had recourse. If, however, he would fairly 
meet the whole question, let him show me that ‘ hydrophobia,’ which he 
gives as aii example of the laws of God and nature, is a calamity to which 
the poor alone are liable ; or that ‘ malaria,’ which, with singular in- 
felicity, he has chosen as an illustration of the fancietl evils of population, 
is a respecter of persons.” 

We said nothing about this argument, as Mr Sadler calls it, merely 
because we did not think it worth while ; and we are half ashamed to say 
anything about it now. But, since Mr Sadler is so urgent for an answer, 
he shall have one. If there is evil, it must be either partial or universal. 
Which is the better of the two? Hydrophobia, says this great philo- 
sopher, is no argument against the divine goodness, because mad dogs 
bite rich and poor alike ; but if the rich were exempted, and only nine 
people suffered for ten who suffer now, hydrophobia would forthwith, 
simply because it would produce less evil than at present, become an 
argument against the divine goodness ! To state such a proposition, is 
to refute it. And is not the malaria a respecter of persons ? It infests 
Rome. Does it infest London? There are complaints peculiar to 
the tropical countries. There are others which are found only in moun- 
tainous districts ; others which are confined to marshy regions ; others 
again which run in particular families. Is not this partiality ? Why i?- 
it more inconsistent with the divine goodness that poor men should 
suffer an evil from which rich men are exempt, than that a particular 
portion of the community should inherit gout, scrofula, insanity, and 
other maladies? And are there no miseries under which, in fact, the 
poor alone are suffering ? Mr Sadler himself acknowledges, in this very 
paragraph, that there are such ; but he tells us that these calamities arc 
the effects of misgovemment, and that this misgovemment is the effect of 
political economy. Be it so. But does he not see that he is only remov- 
ing the difficulty one step further? Why does Providence suffer men, 
whose minds are filled with false and pernicious notions, to have power 
in the state ? For good ends, we doubt not, if the fact be so ; but for 
ends inscrutable to u.s, who see only a small part of the vast scheme, and 
who see that small part only for a short period. Does Mr Badler doubt 
that the Supreme Being has j^wer as absolute over the revolutions of 
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political as over the organisation of natural bodies? Surely not : and, if 
not, we do not see th?it he vindicates the w'ays of Providence by attribut- 
ing the distresses, which the poor, as he confesses, endure, to an error in 
legislation rather than to a law of plwsiology. Turn the question as we 
may, disguise it as we may, we shall find that it at last resolves itself into 
the same great enigma, — the origin of physical and moral evil : an enigma 
which the highest human intellects have given up in despair, but which 
Mr Sadler thinks himself perfectly able to solve. 

He next accuses us of having paused long on verbal criticism. We 
certainly did object to his improper use of the words “ inverse variation.” 
Mr Sadler complains of this with his usual bitterness. 

**Now what is the Reviewer’s quarrel with me on this occasion? 
That he does not understand the meaning of my terms? No. lie 
acknowledges the contrary. That I have not fully explained the sense 
in which I have used them? No. An explanation, he knows, is im- 
mediately subjoined, though he has carefully suppressed it. That I have 
varied the sense in which I have applied them? No. I challenge him 
to show it. But he nevertheless goes on for many pages together in 
arguing against what he knows, and, in fact, acknowledges, I did not 
mean ; and then turns round and argues again, though much more feebly, 
indeed, against what he says I did mean I Now, even had I been in 
error as to the use of a word, I appeal to the reader w'hether such an 
unworthy and disingenuous course would not, if generally pursued, make 
controversy on all subjects, however important, that into which, in such 
hands, it always degenerates— a dispute about words.” 

The best way to avoid controversies about words is to use words in 
their proper senses. Mr Sadler may think our objection captious ; but 
how he can think it disingenuous we do not w'cll understand. If we had 
represented him as meaning what w'e knew that he did not mean, we 
should have acted in a disgraceful manner. But we did not represent 
him, and he allows that we did not represent him, as meaning what he 
did not mean. We blamed him, and with i>erfect justice and propriety, 
for saying what he did not mean. Every man has in one sense a right 
to define his own terms ; that is to say, if he chooses to call one two, 
and two seven, it woukl be absuixl to charge him with false arithmetic 
for saying that seven is the double of one. But it would be perfectly fair 
to blame him for changing the established sense of words. The words, 
“inverse variation,” in matters not purely scientific, have often been 
used in the loose way in which Mr Sadler has used them. But we shall 
be surprised if he can find a single instance of their having been so used 
in a matter of pure arithmetic. 

We will illustrate our meaning thus. I.ord Thurlow, in one of his 
speeches about Indian alTairs, said that one Hastings was worth twenty 
Macartneys. He might, with equal propriety, have said ten Macartneys, 
or a hundred Macartneys. Nor would there have been the least incon- 
sistency in his using all the three expressions in one speech. But would 
this be an excuse for a financier who, in a matter of account, should reason 
as if ten, twenty, and a hundred were the same number ? 

Mr Sadler tells us that he pur|)osely avoided the use of the word pro- 
portion in stating his principle. He seems, therefore, to allow that the 
word proportion would have been improper. Yet he did in fact employ 
it in explaining his principle, accompanieel with an awkward explanation 
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intended to signify that, though he said proportion, he meant something 
quite different from proportion. We should not have said so much on 
this subject either in our former article, or at present, but that there is 
in all Mr Sadler’s writings an air of scientific pedantry, which renders his 
errors fair game. We will now let the matter rest ; and, instead of 
assailing Mr Sadler with our verbal criticism, proceed to defend ourselves 
against his literal criticism. 

** The Reviewer promised his readers that some curious results should 
follow from his shuffling. We will enable him to keep his word. 

“ ‘In two English counties,^ says he, ‘ which contain from 50 to 100 
inhabftants on the square mile, the births to 100 marriages are, according 
to Mr Sadler, 420 ; but in 44 departments of France, in which there 
are from one to two hecatares [Afr/tfm] to each inhabitant, that is to 
say, in which the population is from 125 to 250, or rather more, to the 
square mile, the number of births to one hundred marriages is 423 and a 
fraction. * 

“ The first curious result is, that our Reviewer is ignorant, not only of 
the name, but of the extent, of a French hectare ; otherwise he is guilty 
of a practice which, even if transferred to the gambling-table, would, I pre- 
sume, prevent him from being allowed ever to shuffle, even there, again. 
He was most ready to pronounce upon a mistake of one cent, in a 
calculation of mine, the difference in no wise affecting tlie argument in 
hand ; but here I must inform him, that his erroi*, whether wilfully or 
ignorantly put forth, involves his entire argument. 

“The French hectare I had calculated to contain 107.7081^ English 
square feet, or acres ; Dr Kelly takes it, on authority which he 

mves, at i 07 , 644 ^^JyVVTr English square feet, or acres. The 

last French Annuaires^ however, state it, I perceive, as being equal to 
acres. The difference is very trifling, and will not in the 
slightest degree cover our critic’s error. The first calculation gives 
about 258,^ hectares to an English square mile ; the second, 258 jVV > 
the last, or French calculation 2581^. When, therefore, the Reviewer 
calculates the population of the departments of France thus ; ‘ from one 
to two hectares to each inhabitant, that is to say, in which the population 
is from 125 to 250, or rather more, to the square mile ; his ^ that is to 
say^* is that which he ought not to have said — no rare case with him, as 
we shall show throughout.’* 

We must inform Mr Sadler, in the first place, that we inserted the 
vowel which amuses him so much, not from ignorance or from careless- 
ness, but advisedly, and in conformity with the practice of several respect- 
able writers. He will find the word hecatare in Rce’s Cyclopaedia. He 
will find it also in Dr Young. We prefer the form which we have 
employed, because it is etymowgically correct. Mr Sadler seems not to 
know that a hecatare is so called, because it contains a hundred ares. 

We were perfectly acquainted with the extent as well as with the 
name of a hecatare. Is it at all stran^ that we should use the words 
“ 25P, or rather more,” in speaking of 258 and a fraction ? Do not 
people constantly employ round numbers with still greater looseness, in 
translating foreign distances and foreign money? If indeed, as Mr 
Sadler says, the difference which he chooses to call an error involved the 
entire argument, or any part of the argument, we should have been guilty 
of gross unfairness. But it Ls not so. The di^rence between 258 and 
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250, as even Mr Sadler would see if he were not blind with fury, was a 
difference to his advantage. Our point was this. The feamdity of a 
dense population in certain departments of France is greater than that of 
a thinly scattered population in certain counties of England. The more 
dense, therefore, the population in those departments of France, the 
stronger was our case. By putting 250, instead of 258, we understated 
our case. Mr Sadler’s correction of our orthography leads us to suspect 
that he knows very little of Greek ; and his correction of our calculation 
quite satisfies us that he knows very little of logic. 

But, to come to the gist of the controversy. Our argument, drawn 
from Mr Sadler’s own tables, remains absolutely untouched. He makes 
excuses indeed ; for an excuse is the last thing that Mr Sadler will ever 
want. There is something half laughable and half provoking in the 
facility with which he asserts and retracts, says and unsays, exactly as suits 
his argument. Sometimes the register of baptisms is imperfect, and 
sometimes the register of burials. Then again these registers become all 
at once exact almost to an unit. He brings forward a census of Pnissia in 
proof of his theory. We show that it directly confutes his theory ; and it 
forthwith becomes “ notoriously and grossly defective.” The census of 
the Netherlands is not to be easily dealt with ; and the census of the 
Netherlands is therefore pronounced inaccurate. In his book on the Law 
of Population, he tells us that “in the slave-holding States of America, 
the male slaves constitute a decided majority of that unfortunate class.” 
This fact we turned against him ; and, forgetting that he had him.self 
stated it, he tells us that “it is as erroneous as many other ideas which 
we entertain,” and that “ he will venture to assert that the female slaves 
were, at the nubile age, as numerous as the males.” The increase of the 
negroes in the United States puzzles him ; and he creates a vast slave- 
trade to solve it. He confounds together things perfectly different ; the 
slave-trade carried on under the American flag, and the slave-trade carried 
on for the supply of the American soil, — the slave-trade with Africa, and 
the internal slave-trade between the different States. He exaggerates a 
few occasional acts of smuggling into an immense and regular importation, 
and makes his escape as well as he can under cover of this hubbub of 
words. Documents are authentic and facts tnie precisely in proportion 
to the support which they afford to his theory. This is one w'ay, un- 
doubtedly, of making books ; but we question much whether it be the 
way to make discoveries. 

As to the inconsistencies which w'e pointed out between his theory and 
his own tables, he finds no difficulty in explaining them away or facing 
them out. In one case there would have been no contradiction if, instead 
of taking one of his tables, we had multiplied the number of three tables 
together, and taken the average. Another would never have existed if there 
had not l)een a great migration of people into Lancashire. Another is 
not to be got over by any device. But then it is very small, and of no 
consequence to the argument. 

Here, indeed, he is perhaps right. The incon istencies which we 
noticed, were, in themselves, of little moment. We give them as samples, 
— as mei'e hints, to caution those of our readers who might also happen 
to be readers of Mr Sadler against being deceived by his packing. He 
complains of the word packing. We repeat it ; and, since he has defied 
ICS to the proof, we will go fully into the question which, in our last article, 
we only glanced at, and prove, in such a manner as shall not leave even 
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to Mr Sadler any shadow of excuse, that his theory owes its speciousness 
to packing, and to packing alone. 

That our readers may fully understand our reasoning, we will again 
state what Mr Sadler’s proposition is. He asserts that, on a given space, 
the number of children to a marriage becomes less and less as the popula- 
tion becomes more and more numerous. 

We will begin with the census of France given by Mr Sadler. By join- 
ing the departments together in combinations which suit his purpose, he 
has contrived to produce three tables, which he presents as decisive 
proofs of his theory. 

The first is as follows : — 


“ The legitimate births 
each inhabitant — 

are, in those departments where 

there are to 

From 4 to 5 hects. (2 departs.) to every 


icxx) marriages 

130 

3 to 4 ... 

(3 do.) 

4372 

2 to 3 

(30 do.) 

4250 

I to 2 

(44 do.) 

4234 

•o6toi 

(5 do.) 

4146 

and *06 ... 

(I do.) 

2657 

The two other computations he has given in one table. We subjoin it. 


Heel, to each 
Inhabitant. 

N umber of 
Departnieuts. 

Legit. Births to 

100 Marriages. 

Legit. Births to 

100 Mar. (1826). 

4 to 5 

2 

497 

397 

3 to 4 

3 

439 

389 

2 to 3 1 

30 

424 

379 

I to 2 

44 

420 

375 

under i 

5 

415 

372 

and *06 

I 

263 

253 


These tables, as we said in our former article, certainly look well for 
Mr Sadler’s theory. “ Do they ? ” says he. Assuredly they do ; and in 
admitting this, the Reviewer has admitted the theory to be proved.” We 
cannot absolutely agree to this. A theory is not proved, we must tell Mr 
Sadler, merely because the evidence in its favour looks well at first sight. 
There is an old proverb, very homely in expression, but well deserving to 
be had in constant remembrance by all men, engaged either in action or 
in speculation — “ One story is good till another is told ! ” 

We affirm, then, that the results which these tables present, and which 
seem so favourable to Mr Sadler’s theory, are produced by packing, and 
by packing alone. 

In the first place, if we look at the departments singly, the whole is in 
disorder. About the department in which Paris is situated there is no 
dispute : Mr Malthus distinctly admits that great cities prevent propaga- 
tion. There remain eighty-four departments ; and of these there is not, 
we believe, a single one in the place which, according to Mr Sadler's 
principle, it ought to occupy. 
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That which ought to be highest in fecundity is tenth in one table, four- 
teenth in another, and only thirty-first according to the third. That which 
ought to be third is twenty-second by the table, which places it highest. 
That which ought to be fourth is fortieth by the table, which places it 
highest. That which ought to be eighth is fiftieth or sixtieth. That 
which ought to be tenth from the top is at about the same distance from 
the bottom. On the other hand, that which, according to Mr Sadler’s 
principle, ought to be last but two of all the eighty-four is third in two 
of the tables, and seventh in that which places it lowest ; and that which 
ought to be last is, in one of Mr Sadler’s tables, above that which ought 
to be first, in two of them, above that which ought to be third, and, in all 
of them, above that which ought to be fourth. 

By dividing the departments in a particular manner, Mr Sadler has 
produced results which he contemplates with great satisfaction. But, if 
we draw the lines a little higher up or a little lower down, we shall find 
that all his calculations are thrown into utter confusion ; and that the 
phenomena, if they indicate anything, indicate a law the very reverse of 
that which he has propounded. 

Let us take, for example, the thirty-two departments, as they stand in 
Mr Sadler’s table, from Lozere to Meuse inclusive, and divide them into 
two sets of sixteen departments each. The set from Lozere and Loiret 
inclusive consists of those departments in which the space to each inhabi- 
tant is from 3*8 hecatares to 2*42. The set from Cantal to Meuse 
inclusive consists of those departments in which the space to each 
inhabitant is from 2*42 hecatares to 2*07. That is to say, in the former 
set the inhalntants are from 68 to 107 on the square mile, or thereabouts. 
In the latter they are from 107 to 125. Therefore, on Mr Sadler’s 
principle, the fecundity ought to be smaller in the latter set than in the 
former. It is, however, greater, and that in every one of Mr Sadler’s 
three tables. 

Let us now go a little lower down, and take another set of sixteen 
departments — those which lie together in Mr Sadler’s tables, from 
Herault to Jura inclusive. Here the population is still thicker than in 
the second of those sets which we before compared. The fecundity, 
therefore, ought, on Mr Sadler’s principle, to be less than in that set. 
But it is again greater, and that in all Mr Sadler’s three tables. We 
have a regularly ascending series, where, if his theory had any truth in it, 
we ought to have a regularly descending series. We will give the results 
of our calculation. 

The number of children to looo marriages is — 


In the sixteen departments where 
there are from 68 to 107 people 

First Table. 

Second Table 

Third Table. 

on a square mile 

In the sixteen departments where 
there are from 107 to 125 people 

4188 

1 

4226 

3780 

on a square mile 

In the sixteen departments where 
there are from 134 to 1 55 people 

4374 

4332 

3855 

j on a square mile 

4484 



4416 

3914 

1 
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We will give another instance, if possible still more decisive. We will 
take the three departments of France which ought, on Mr Sadler’s prin- 
ciple, to be the lowest in fecundity of all the eighty- five, saving only that 
in which Paris stands ; and we will compare them with the three depart- 
ments in which the fecundity ought, according to him, to be greater than 
in any other department of France, two onl^ excepted. We will compare 
Bas Rhin, Rhone, and Nord, with Lozere, Landes, and Indre. In 
Lozere, Landes, and Indre, the population is from 68 to 84 on the square 
mile or nearly so. In Bas Rhin, Rhone, and Nord, it is from 300 to 417 
on the square mile. There cannot be a more overwhelming answer to 
Mr Sadler’s theory than the table which we subjoin : 

The number of births to 1000 marriages is — 



First Table. 

Second Table. 

Third Table. 

In the three departments in which 
there are from 68 to 84 people 
on the square mile 

4372 

4390 

3890 

In the three departments in which ! 
there are from 300 to 41 7 j>eople 
on the square mile j 

1 

i 

4510 

4060 1 

1 


These are strong cases. But we have a still stronger case. Take the 
whole of the third, fourth, and fifth divisions into which Mr Sadler has 
portioned out the French departments. These three divisions make up 
almost the whole kingdom of France. They contain seventy-nine out o( 
the eighty-five departments. Mr Sadler has contrived to divide them in 
such a manner that, to a person who looks merely at his averages, the 
fecundity seems to diminish as the population thickens. We will separate 
them into two parts instead of three. We will draw the line between the 
department of Gironde and that of Herault. On the one side are the 
thirty-two departments from Cher to Gironde inclusive. On the other side 
are the forty-six departments from Herault to Nord inclusive. In all the 
departments of the former set, the population is under 132 on the square 
mile. In all the departments of the latter set, it is above 132 on the square 
mile. It is clear that, if there be one word of truth in Mr Sadler’s theory, 
the fecundity in the latter of these divisions must be very decidedly 
smaller than in the former. Is it so? It is, on the contrary, greater in 
all the three tables. We give ibe result. 

The number of births to 1000 marriages is — 



First Tabic. 

Second Table. 

Third Table. 

In the thirty-two departments in 
which there are from 86 to 132 
people on the square mile 

4210 

4199 

3760 

In the forty -seven departments in 
w hich there are from 132 to 41 7 
people on the square mile 

4250 

4224 

3766 

1 
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This fact Ls alone enough to decide the question. Yet it is only one 
of a crowd of similar facts. If the line between Mr Sadler’s second and 
third division be drawn six departments lower down, the third and fourth 
divisions will, in all the tables, be above the second. If the line between 
the third and fourth divisions be drawn two departments lower down, the 
fourth division will be above the third in all the tables. If the line 
between the fourth and fifth division be drawn two departments lower 
down, the fifth will, in all the tables, be above the fourth, above the 
third, and even above the second. How, then, has Mr Sadler obtained his 
results? By packing solely. By placing in one compartment a district 
no larger than the Isle of Wight ; in another, a district somewhat less 
than Yorkshire ; in a third, a territory much larger than the island of 
Great Britain. 

By the same artifice it is that he has obtained from the census of 
England those delusive averages which he brings forward with the utmost 
ostentation in proof of his principle. We will examine the facts relating 
to England, as we have examined those relating to France. 

If we look at the counties one by one, Mr Sadler’s principle utterly 
fails. Hertfordshire wdth 251 on the square mile ; Worcester with 258 ; 
and Kent with 282, exhibit a far greater fecundity than the East Riding 
of York, wliich has 1 51 on the square mile ; Monmouthshire, which lias 
145 j or Northumberland, which has 108. The fecundity of Stafford- 
shire, which has more than 300 on the square mile, is as high as the 
average fecundity of the counties which have from 150 to 200 on the 
square mile. But, instead of confining ourselves to particular instances, 
we will try masses. 

Take the eight counties of England which stand together in Ivir Sadler’s 
list, from Cumberland to Dorset inclusive. In these the population is 
from 107 to 150 on the square mile. Compare with these the eight 
counties from Berks to Durham inclusive, in which the population is 
from 175 to 2 CX) on the square mile. Is the fecundity in the latter coun- 
ties smaller than in the former? On the contrary, the result stands thus : 

The number of children to 100 marriages is — 

In the eight counties of England, in which there are from 
107 to 146 people on the square mile ... ... 388 

In the eight counties of England, in which there are from 
1 75 to 2 CX) people on the square mile ... ... 402 

Take the six districts from the East Riding of York to the County of 

Norfolk inclusive. Here the population is from 150 to 170011 the square 

niiie. To these oppose the six counties from Derby to Worcester inclusive. 
Ihe population is from 200 to 260. Here again we find that a law, 
directly the reverse of that which Mr Sadler has laid dowii, appears to 
re^^ilate the fecundity of the inhabitants. 

'Hie number of children to 100 marriages is — 

In the six counties in which there .arc from 150 to 170 
people on the square mile ... ... ... 39^ 

In the six counties in which there are from 200 to 260 
people on the square mile ... ... ... 399 

but we will make another experiment on Mr Sadler’s tables, if possible 
uiore decisive than any of those which we have hitherto made. We will 
’ ike the four largest divisions into which he has distributed the English 
counties, and which follow each other in regular order. That our 
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readers may fully comprehend the nature of that packing by which his 
theory is supported, we will set before them this part of his table. 



N 

d 4] 
o.-d 

c 

d 

d 

6 . 

**- 0 d 
0^ « 

•ois 


Counties. 

iS 

IS 

d a 

0 . 

3 J 

3 « 

§• 

M d 

2 u 

J'i 2 

JSgo 

il 2 

|2| 





S " 

« ■ 


Lincoln 

105 

288,800 

2748 

20,892 

87,620 


Cumberland 

107 

* 59 . 300 

1478 

10,299 

45.085 


Northumberland ... 

108 

203,000 

1871 

12,997 

45,87* 


Hereford 

122 

105,300 

860 

6, 202 

27,909 


Rutland 

127 

18,900 

149 

1,286 

5,125 


Huntingdon 

134 

49,800 

370 

3.766 

*3,633 


Cambridge 

145 

124,400 

858 

9,894 

37.49* 


Monmouth 

X 4 S 

72,300 

498 

4.586 

*3.4** 


Dorset 

146 

147.400 

1005 

9.554 

39,060 


From 100 to 150. 




79.476 

3 * 5,205 

396 

York, East Riding 

151 

194,300 

1280 

* 5 . 3*3 

55.606 


Salop 

156 

210,300 

*341 

13.613 

58,543 


Sussex 

162 

237,700 

*463 

* 5,779 

68,700 


Northampton 

163 

165,800 

1017 

12,346 

42.336 


Wilts 

164 

226,600 

*379 

*5.654 

58,845 


Norfolk 

i 63 

35 *. 300 

2092 

25.752 

102,259 


Devon 

173 

447,900 

2579 

35.264 

*30,758 


Southampton ... 

177 

289,000 

1628 

24.561 

88,170 


Berks 

178 

134,700 

756 

9.301 

38,841 


Suffolk 

182 

276,000 

1512 

19.885 

76,327 


Bedford 

184 

85,400 

463 

6,536 

I 22,871 


Buckingham 

185 

136.800 

740 

9.505 

37 - 5*8 


Oxford 

186 

139,800 

752 

9,13* 

39,633 


Essex 

193 

; 295,300 

*532 

19.726 

79,792 


Cornwall 

198 

262,600 

1 * 3«7 

*7,363 

74.611 


Durham 

*99 

211,900 

; Io6l 

*4,787 

58,222 


From 150 to 200. 



1 

! 

264,516 

*,033,039 


Derby 

212 

217,600 

1026 

14,226 

58,804 ; 

i 

Somerset 

220 

362.500 

1642 

24.356 

95,802 

: ; 

Leicester 

221 

178, 100 

804 1 

13. 366 

47,013 

i 1 

Nottingham 

228 

190,700 

837 

14,296 

55,5*7 

I 

From 200 to 250. 



1 

66,244 

i 

257.136 

388 1 

Hertford 

25 * 

132,400 

528 

7.386 i 

35 , 74 * 1 

i 

Worcester 

Chester 

258 

188.200 

729 1 

13.178 

53,838 ' 

' 

262 

275.500 

1052 1 

20,305 

75,012 I 

i 

Gloucester 

272 

342,600 

1256 

28,884 

90,671 

1 

Kent 

282 

4 g 4 . 6 oo 

*537 

33,502 

135,060 

1 

1 From 250 to 300. 


1 


*03,255 

390,32a 

378 j 


These averages look well, undoubtedly, for Mr Sadler’s theory. 
numbers 396, 390, 388, 378, follow each other very speciously in 
descending order. But let our readers divide these thirty-four counlk ’ 
mto two equal sets of seventeen counties each, and try whether the prin 
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ciple will then hold good. We have made this calculation, and we 
present them with the following result. 

The number of children to 100 marriages is — 

In the seventeen counties of England in which there are 
from 100 to 177 people on the square mile, ... 387 

In the seventeen counties in which there are from 177 to 
282 people on the square mile, ... ... 389 

The difference is small, but not smaller thaii differences which Mr 
Sadler has brought forward as proofs of his theory. We say that these 
English tables no more prove that fecundity increases with the population 
than that it diminishes with the population, d'he thirty-four counties which 
we have taken make up, at least, four-fjfths of the kingdom : and we 
see that, through those thirty-four counties, the phenomena are directly 
opposed to Mr Sadler’s principle. That in tlie capital, and in great 
manufacturing towns, marriages are less prolific than in the open country, 
we admit, and Mr MaUlius admits. But that any condensation of the 
]io})ulation, short of that which injures all physical energies, will dimini.sh 
the prolific powers of man, is, from lhe.sc very tables of Mr Sadler, com- 
pletely disproved. 

It is scarcely worth while to proceed with instances, after proofs so 
overwhelming as those which wc have given. Yet we will show that Mr 
Sadler has formed his averages on the census of Prussia by an artifice 
exactly similar to that which wc have already e.xposed. 

Demonstrating^ the Law of Population from the Censuses of Prussia 
at two sraeral Periods. 


Provinces- 
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Of the census of 1756 we will say nothing, as Mr Sadler, findii^ him- 
self hard pressed by the argument which we drew from it, now declares 
it to be grossly defective. We confine ourselves to the census of 17 ^ 4 * 
and we will draw our lines at points somewhat different from those at 
which Mr Sadler has drawn his. Let the first compartment remain as it 
stands. Let East Prussia, w'hich contains a much larger population than 
his last compartment, stand alone in the second division. Let the third 
consist of the New Mark, the Mark of Brandenburg, East Friesland and 
Guelderland, and the fourth of the remaining provinces. Our readers will 
yind that, on this arrangement, the division which, on Mr Sadler’s prin- 
ciple, ought to be second in fecundity stands higher than that which ought 
to be first ; and that the division which ought to be fourth stands higher 
than that which ought to be third. We will give the result in one view. 

The number of births to a marriage is — 


In those provinces of Prussia where there are fewer than 
1000 people on the square league ... ... 4*72 

In the province in which there are I175 People on the 
square league ... ... •• ... 

In the provinces in which there are from 1190 to 2083 
people on the square league ... ... ... 4*10 

In the provinces in which there are from 2314 to 3461 
people on the square league ... ... ... 4*27 


We will go no farther with this examination. In fact, w'e have nothing 
more to examine. The tables which we have scrutinised constitute the 
whole strength of Mr Sadler’s case ; and we confidently leave it to our 
readers to say, whether we have not .shown that the strength of his case 
is weakness. 

Be it remembered too that we are reasoning on data furnished by 
Sadler himself. We have not made collections of facts to set against his, 
as we easily might have done. It is on his own .showing, it is out of his 
own mouth, that his theory .stands condemned. 

That packing which wc have expo.sed is not the only .sort of packing 
which Mr Sadler lias practi.sed. We mentioned in our review .some 
facts relating to the towns of England, which appeaV from Mr Sadler’s 
tables, and which it seems impossible to explain if his principles be 
sound. The average fecundity of a marriage in towns of fewer than 3000 
inhabitants is greater than the average fecundity of the kingdom. The 
average fecundity in towns of from 4(X)o to 5cxx> inhabitants is greater 
than the average fecundity of Warwickshire, Lancashire, or Surrey. 
How is it, we asked, if Mr Sadler’s principle be correct, that the 
fecundity of Guildford should be greater than the average fecundity of 
the county in which it stands? 

Mr Sadler, in reply, talks about ‘‘ tlie absurdity of comparing the 
fecundity in the small towns alluded to with that in the counties of 
Warwick and Stafford, or in those of Lancaster and Surrey.” He pro- 
ceeds thus — 

“ In Warwickshire, far above half the population is comprised in large 
towns, including, of course, the immense metropolis of one great branch 
of our manufactures, Birmingham. In the county of Su^d, besides 
the large and populous towns in its iron districts, jutuated so close together 
as almost to form, for considerable distances, a continuous street ; there 
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is, in its potteries, a great population, recently accumulated, not included, 
indeed, in the towns distinctly enumerated in the censuses, but vastly 
exceeding in its condensation that found in the places to which the 
Reviewer alludes. In Lancashire, again, to which he also appeals, one- 
fourth of the entire population is made up of the inhabitants of two only 
of the towns of that county ; far above half of it is contained in towns, 
compared with which those he refers to are villages : even the hamlets of 
the manufacturing parts of Lancashire are often far more populous than 
the places he mentions. But he presents us with a climax of absurdity in 
appealing lastly to the |X)pulation of Surrey as quite rural compared with 
that of the twelve towns having less than 5000 inhabitants in their re- 
spective jurisdictions, such os Saffron-Walden, Monmouth, &c. Now, 
in the last census, Surrey numbered 398,658 inhabitants, and to say not 
a word about the other towns of the county, much above two hundred 
thousands of these are within the Bills of Mo tality ! ‘ We should, there- 
fore, be glad to know ’ how it is utterly inconsistent with my principle 
that the fecundity of Guildford, which numbers about 3000 inhabitants, 
should be greater than the average fecundity of Surrey, made up, as 
the bulk of the population of vSurrey is, of the inhabitants of some of the 
worst parts of the metropolis? Or why the fecundity of a given number 
of marriages in the eleven little rural towns he alludes to, being somewhat 
higher than that of an equal number, half taken, for instance, from the 
heart of Birmingham or Manchester, and half from the populous districts 
by which they are surrounded, is inconsistent with my theory? 

*‘Had the Reviewer’s object, in this instance, l)een to discover the 
tnith, or had he known how to piu'sue it, it is perfectly clear, at first 
sight, that he would not have instituted a comparison between the pro- 
lificncss which exists in the small towns he has alluded to, and that in 
certain districts, the population of which is made up, partly of rural in- 
habitants and partly of accumulations of people in immense masses, the 
prolificness of which, if he will allow me still the use of the phrase, is 
inversely as their magnitude ; but he would have compared these small 
towns with the country places properly so called, and then again the 
different classes of towns with each other; this method would have led 
him to certain conclusions on the subject.” 

Now, this reply shows that Mr Sadler does not in the least understand 
the principle which he has himself laid down. Wliat is that principle? 
It is this, that tlie fecundity of human beings on yiveu spaces^ varies 
inversely as their numbers. We know" wdiat he means by inverse varia- 
tion. But we must suppose that he uses the words, “given spaces,” in 
the proper sense, (iiven spaces arc equal spaces. Is there any reason 
to believe, that in those parts of Surrey which lie w ithin the bills of 
mortality, there is any space equal in area to the space on wdiich (iuildford 
stands, which is more tfiickly peopled than tlie space on wdiich Guildford 
stands ? We do not know that thei>2 is any such. We are sure that there 
not many. Why, therefore, on Mr Sadler’s principle, should the 
l^ople of Guildford be more prolific than the people who live within the 
bills of mortality? And, if the people of Guildford ought, as on Mr 
Sadler’s principle they unquestionably ought, to stand as low in the scale 
^f fecunaity as the people of Southwark itself, it follows, most clearly, 
that they ought to stand far lower than the avci-age obtained by taking 
ail the people of Surrey togedier. 

The same r^nark applies to the case of Biiminghaui, and to all the 
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other cases which Mr Sadler mentions. Towns of 5000 inhabitants may 
be, and often are, as thickly peopled “on a given space,’’ as Birming- 
ham. They are, in other words, as thickly peopled as a portion of 
Birmingham, equal to them in area. If so, on Mr Sadler’s principle, they 
ought to be as low in the scale of fecundity as Birmingham. But they 
are not so. On the contrary, they stand higher than the average obtained 
by taking the fecundity of Birmingham in combination with the fecundity 
of the rural districts of Warwickshire. 

The plain fact is, that Mr Sadler has confounded the population of a 
city with its population “on a given space,” — a mistake which, in a 
gentleman who assures us that mathematical science was one of his early 
and favourite studies, is somewhat curious. It is as absurd, on his 
principle, to say that the fecundity of I^ndon ought to be less than the 
fecundity of Edinburgh, because London has a greater population than 
Edinburgh, as to say that the fecundity of Russia ought to be greater 
than that of England, because Russia has a greater population than 
England. He cannot say that the spaces on which towns stand are too 
small to exemplify the truth of his principle. For he has himself brought 
forward the scale of fecundity in towns, as a proof of his principle. And, 
in the very passage which we quoted above, he tells us that, if we knew 
how to pursue truth or wished to find it, we “ should have compared 
these small towns with country places, and the different classes of towns 
with each other.” That is to say, we ought to compare together such 
unequal spaces as give results favourable to his theory, and never to com- 
pare such equal spaces as give results opposed to it. Does he mean 
anything by “a given space ? ” Or does he mean merely such a space 
as suits his argument ? It is perfectly clear that, if he is allowed to take 
this course, he may prove anything. No fact can come amiss to him. 
Suppose, fbr example, that the fecundity of New York should prove to 
be smaller than the fecundity of Liverpool. “That,” says Mr Sadler, 
“makes for my theory. For there are more people within two miles of 
the Broadway of New York, than within two miles of the Exchange of 
Liverpool.” Suppose, on the other hand, that the fecundity of New 
York should be greater than the fecundity of Liverpool. “ This,” says 
Mr Sadler again, “is an unanswerable proof of my theory. For there 
are many more people within forty miles of Liverpool than within forty 
miles of New York.” In order to obtain his numbers, he takes spaces 
in any combinations which may suit him. In order to obtain his 
averages, he takes numbers in any combinations which may suit him. 
And then he tells us that, because his tables, at the first glance, look well 
for his theory, his theory is irrefragably proved. 

\Ve will add a few words respecting the argument which we drew from 
the peerage. Mr Sadler asserted that the peers were a class condemned 
by nature to sterility. We denied this, and showed from the last edition 
of Debrett, that the peers of the United Kingdom have considerably more 
than the average number of children to a marriage. Mr Sadler’s answer 
has amused us much. He denies the accuracy of our counting, and, by 
reckoning all the Scotch and Irish peers as peers of the United Kingdom, 
certainly makes very different numbers from those which we gave. A 
member of the Parliament of the United Kingdom might have been 
expected, we think, to know better what a peer of the United Kingdom is. 

By taking the Scotch and Irish peers, Mr Sadler has altered the average. 
But it is considerably higher than the average fecundity of England, and 
still, therefore, constitutes an unanswerable argument against his theory. 
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The shifts to which, in this difficulty, he has recourse, are exceedingly 
diverting. “ The average fecundity of the marriages of peers, said we, 

is higher by one-fifth than the average fecundity of marriages throughout 
the kingdom.” 

“ Where, or by whom did the Reviewer find it supposed,” answers Mr 
Sadler, “that the registered baptisms expressed the full fecundity of 
the marriages of England?” 

Assuredly, if the registers of England are so defective as to explain 
the difference which, on our calculation, exists between the fecun- 
dity of the peers and the fecundity of the people, no argument against 
Mr Sadler’s theory can be drawn from that difference. But what 
becomes of all the other arguments which Mr Sadler has founded on 
these very registers? Above all, what becomes of his comparison 
between the censuses of England and France ? In the pamphlet before 
us, he dwells with great complacency on a coincidence which seems 
to him to support his theory, and which to us seems, of itself, sufficient 
to overthrow it. 

“ In my table of the population of France in the forty-four departments 
in which there are from one to two hectares to each inhabitant, the 
fecundity of 100 marriages, calculated on the average of the results of 
the three computations relating to different periods given in my table, 
is 4061^^. In the twenty-two counties of England in which there is from 
one to two hectares to each inhabitant, or from 129 to 259 on the square 
mile, — beginning, therefore, with Huntingdonshire, and ending with 
Worcestershire, — the whole number of marriages during ten years will 
be found to amount to 379,624, and the whole number of the births 
during the same term to 1,545,549 — or 407 jV hirths to ico marriages I 
A difference of one in one thousand only, compared with the French 
proportion I ” 

Does not Mr Sadler see that, if the registers of England^ which are 
notoriously very defective, give a result exactly corresponding almost to 
an unit with that obtained from the registers of France, which are 
notoriously very full and accurate, this proves the very reverse of what 
he employs it to prove ? The cotrespondence of the registers proves that 
there is no correspondence in the facts. In order to raise the average 
fecundity of England even to the level of the average fecundity of tKe 
peers of the three kingdoms, which is 3*81 to a marriage, it is necessary to 
add nearly six per cent, to the number of births given in the English re- 
gisters. But, if this addition be made, we shall have, in the counties of 
khigland, from Huntingdonshire to Worcestershire inclusive, 4*30 births 
to a marriage or thereabouts ; and the boasted coincidence between the 
phenomena of propagation in France and England disappears at once. 
This is a curious specimen of Mr Sadler’s proficiency in the art of making 
excuses. In the same pamphlet he reasons as if the same registers w'ere 
accurate to one in a thousand, and as if they were wrong at the very least 
by one in eighteen. 

He tries to show that we have not taken a fair criterion of the fecundity 
of the peers. We ai-e not quite sure that we understand his reasoning on 
this suDject. The order of his observations is more than usually confused, 
and the cloud of words more than usually thick. We will give the argu- 
ment on which he seems to lay most stress in his own words - 

“ But I shall first notice a far more obvious and important blunder 
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into which the Reviewer has fallen ; or into which, I rather fea*v he 
knowingly wishes to precipitate his readers, sint^ I have distinctly pointed 
out what ought to have preserved him from it in the veiy chapter he is 
criticising and contradicting. It is this : — he has entirely omitted 
‘counting’ the sterile marriages of all those peerages which have become 
extinct during the very period his counting embraces. He counts, 
for instance, Earl Fitzwilliam, his marriages, and heir ; but has he not 
omitted to enumerate the marriages of those branches of the same noble 
house, which have become extinct since that venerable individual pos- 
sessed his title ? He talks of my having appealed merely to the extinction 
of peerages in my argument ; but, on his plan of computation, extinctions 
are perpetually and wholly lost sight of. In computing the average prolific- 
ness of the marriages of the nobles, he positively counts from a select 
class of them only, one from which the unprolific are constantly weeded, 
and regularly disappear ; and he thus comes to the conclusion, that the 
peers are ‘an eminently prolific class ! * Just as though a farmer should 
compute the rate of increase ; not from the quantity of seed sown, but 
from that part of it only which comes to perfection, entirely omitting all 
which had failed to spring up or come to maturity. Upon this principle 
the most scanty crop ever obtained, in which the husbandman should 
fail to receive ‘ seed again,’ as the phrase is, might be so ‘ counted’ as to 
appear ‘ eminently prolific’ indeed.” 

If we understand this passage rightly, it decisively proves that Mr 
Sadler is incompetent to perform even the lowest offices of statistical 
research. What shadow of re«.son is there to believe that the peers who 
were alive in the year 1828 differed as to their prolificness from any other 
equally numerous set of peers taken at random ? In what sense were 
the peers who were alive in 1828 analogous to that part of the seed 
which comes to perfection ? Did wc entirely omit all tliat failed ? On 
the contrary, we counted the sterile as well as the fruitful marriages of all 
the peers of the United Kingdom living at one time. In what way were 
the peers who were alive in 1828 a select class? In what way were the 
sterile weeded from among them ? Did every peer who had been mar- 
ried without having issue die in 1827 ? What shadow of reason is there 
to suppose that there was not the ordinary proportion of barren marriages 
among the marriages contracted by the noblemen whose names are in 
Debrett’s last edition? But we ought, says Mr Sadler, to have counted 
all the sterile marriages of all the peers “ whose titles hail become extinct 
during the period M^hich our counting embraced ; ” that is to say, since 
the earliest marriage contracted by any })eer living in 1828. Was such 
a proposition ever heard of before ? Surely we were bound to do no such 
thijig, unless at the same time we had counted also the children born 
from all the fruitful marriages contracted by peers during the same period. 
Mr Sadler would have us divide the number of children born to peers 
living in 1828, not by the number of marriages which those peers con- 
tracted, but by the number of marriages which those peers contracted 
added to a crowd of marriages selected, on account of their sterility, from 
amoi^ the noble marriages which have taken place during the last fifty 
years. Is this the way to obtain fair averages? We might as well 
require that all the noble marriages which during the last fifty years have 
produced ten children apiece should be added to those of the peers living 
in 1828. The proper way to ascertain whether a set of people be prolific 
or sterile is, not to take marriages selected from the mass eitWr on 
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accotint of their fruitfulness or on account of their sterility, but to take a 
collection of marriages which there is no** reason to think either more 
or less fruitful than others. What reason is there to think that the 
marriages contracted by the peers who were alive in 1828 were more 
fruitful than those contracted by the peers who were alive in 1800 or 
in 1750? 

We will add another passage from Mr Sadler’s pamphlet on this sub- 
ject. We attributed the extinction of ^^eerages imrtly to the fact that 
those honours are for the most part limited to heirs male. 

This is a discovery indeed ! Peeresses ‘ eminently prolific,’ do not, 
as Macbeth conjured his spouse, ‘ bring forth men-children only ; ’ they 
actually produce daughters as well as sons ! ! Why, does not the 
Reviewer see, that so l(3ng as the rule of nature, which proportions the 
sexes so accurately to each other, continues to exist, a tendency to a 
diminution in one sex proves, as certainly as the demonstration of any 
mathematical problem, a tendency to a diminution in both ; but to talk 
of ‘ eminently prolific’ peeresses, and still maintain that the rapid extinc- 
tion in peerages is owing to their not bearing male children exclusively, 
is arrant nonsense.” 

Now, if there be any proposition on the face of the earth which we 
should not have expected to hear characterised as arrant nonsense, it is 
this, — that an honour limited to males alone is more likely to become 
extinct than an honour which, like the crown of England, descends in- 
differently to sons and daughters. We have heard, nay, we actually 
know families, in which, much as Mr Sadler may marvel at it, there are 
daughters and no sons. Nay, we know many such families. We are as 
much inclined as Mr Sadler to trace the benevolent and wise an-ange- 
ments of Providence in the physical world, when once wc are satisfied 
as to the facts on which we proceed. And we have always considered 
it as an arrangement deserving of the highest admiration, that, though in 
families the number of males and females differs widely, yet in great col- 
lections of human beings the disparity almost disappears. The chance 
undoubtedly is, that in a thousand marriages the numl^er of daughters 
will not very much exceed the number of sons. Put the chance also is, 
that several of those marriages will produce daughters, and daughters 
only. In every generation of the peerage there are several such cases. 
When a peer whose title is limited to male heirs dies, leaving only 
daughters, his peerage must expire, unless he have, not only a collateral 
heir, but a collateral heir descended through an uninterrupted line of 
males from the first possessor of the honour. If the deceased peer was 
the first nobleman of his family, then, by the supposition, his peerage 
will become extinct. If he was the second, it will become extinct, unless 
he leaves a brother or a brother’s son. If the second peer had a brother, 
the first peer must have had at least two sons ; and this is more than the 
average number of sons to a marriage in England. When, therefore, it 
is considered how many [)eerages are in the first and secoml genera- 
tion, it will not appear strange that extinctions should frequently take 
place. There are peerages which iescend to females as well as males. 
But, in such cases, if a peer dies, leaving only daughters, the very 
fecundity of the marriage is a cause of the extinction of the peerage. If 
there were only one daughter, the honour would descend. If there are 
several, it falls into abeyance. 
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But it is needless to multiply If 

is needless to say anythmg more about Mr calculations on 

we do not deceive ""selves completely 

which his theory rests ; and ^ . .(• g^g jg rebut in succession 

our readers or serve the cause Jott Sot spirit against our- 

a series of futile charges Lf^ir complaints of 

selves ; ignorant imputations ’^"^"^f^„ations, so prolix that we 
“iTnmfindl^rTo quote ?hfm, and'so confused that we cannot venture 

‘°There is mu“h indeed in this foolish pamphlet to laugh at. from^the 

^nfp|‘;f^Unfdtsto^^^^ 

Mr ? ‘,°"?^'"®j>gtgr Quince’s playbill has it ; and we would not 

r rL^^nidmirEhe only'pam o^hU ff 

nerfect gravity. His blunders are diverting, his excuses exquisite y 
comic. But his anger is the most grotesque exhibition ^g®^. i g 
oams at the mSuth with the love of truth and vmd.cates the U^^"® 
Lnevolence with a most edifying heartiness of haUed. On this subject 
we will give him one word of parting advice. If he ’"‘‘'jf " 5 ‘r 

sarr-r. ns :s "5rs’c?",i ^ ^ 

r!!istlken “ and that he would do well in future to give us his arguments, 
if he has any, and to keep his anger for those who fear it. 
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MIRABEAU. 

(July 1832.) 

Souvenirs stir Mirnbeau, et sur les deux Premibres Assemblies Legislatives. Par 
Etienne Dumont, de Geneve : ouvrage ix)sthume public par M. J. L. Duval, 
Membre du Conseil Representatif du Canton du Geneve. 8vo. Paris : 1832. 

This is a very amusing and a very instructive book : but even if it were 
less amusing and less instructive, it would still be interesting as a relic of 
a wise and virtuous man. M. Dumont was one of those persons, the care 
of whose fame belongs in an especial manner to mankind. For he was 
one of those persons who have, for the sake of mankind, neglected the 
care of their own fame. In his walk through life there was no obtrusive- 
ness, no pushing, no elbowing, none of the little arts which bring forward 
little men. With every right to the head of the board, he took the 
lowest room, and well deserved to be greeted w ith — Friend, go up higher. 
Though no man was more capable of achieving for himself a separate and 
independent renown, he attached himself to others ; he laboured to raise 
their fame ; he was content to receive as his share of the reward the mere 
overflowings which redounded from the full measure of their glory. Not 
that he was of a servile and idolatrous habit of mind : — not that he was 
one of the tribe of Boswells, - those literary (libeonites, born to be hewers 
of wood and draw'ers of water to the higher intellectual castes. Possessed 
of talents and acquirements wdiich made him great, he wishtTd only to be 
useful. In the prime of manhood, at the veiy time of life at which 
ambitious men are most ambitious, he was not solicitous to proclaim that 
he furnished information, arguments, and eloquence to Mirabeau. In his 
later years he was perfectly willing that his renown should merge in that 
of Mr Bentham. 

The services w^hich M. Dumont has rendered to society can be fully 
appreciated only by those who have studied Mr Bentham’s works, both in 
their rude and in their finished state. The difference both for show and 
for use is as great as the difference between a lump of golden ore and a 
rouleau of sovereigns fresh from the mint. Df Mr Bentham we would at 
all tildes speak with the reverence which is due to a great original thinker, 
and to a sincere and ardent friend of the human race. If a few weak- 
nesses were mingled with his eminent virtues, — if a few en'ors insinuated 
themselves among the many valuable tmths which he taught, — this is 
assuredly no time for noticing those weaknesses or those errors in an 
unkind or sarcastic spirit. A great man has gone from among us, full of 
years, of good works, and of deserved honours. In some of the highest 
departments in which the human intellect can exert itself he has not left 
his equal or his second behind him. From his contemporaries he has had, 
according to the usual lot, more or less than justice. He has had blind 
flatterers and blind detractors— flatterers who could see nothing but per- 
fection in his style, detractors who could see nothing but nonsense in his 
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matter. He will now have judges. Posterity will pronounce its calm 
and impartial decision ; and that decision will, we firmly believe, place in 
the same rank with Galileo, and with Locke, the man who found juris- 
prudence a gibberish and left it a science. Never was there a literary 
partnership so fortunate as that of Mr Bentham and M. Dumont. The 
raw material which Mr Bentham furnished was most precious ; but it was 
unmarketable. He was, assuredly, at once a great logician and a great 
rhetorician. But the effect of his logic was injured by a vicious arrange- 
ment, and the effect of his rhetoric by a vicious style. His mind was 
vigorous, comprehensive, subtile, fertile of arguments, fertile of illustra- 
tions. But he spoke in an unknown tongue ; and, that the congrega- 
tion might be edifie<l, it was necessary that some brother having the gift 
of interpretation should expound the invaluable jargon. His oracles were 
of high import ; but they were traced on leaves and flung loose to the 
wind. So negligent was he of the arts of selection, distribution, and com- 
pression, that to persons who formed their judgment of him from his works 
in their undigested state he seemed to be the least systematic of all philo- 
sophers. The truth is, that his opinions formed a system, which, whether 
sound or unsound, is more exact, more entire, and more consistent with 
itself than any other. Yet to superficial readers of his works in their 
original form, and indeed to all readers of those works who did not bring 
great industry and great acuteness to the study, he seemed to be a man of 
a quick and ingenious but ill-regulated mind, — who saw truth only by 
glimpses, — who threw out many striking hints, but who had never thought 
of combining his doctrines in one harmonious whole. 

M. Dumont was admirably qualified to supply what was wanting in 
Mr Bentham. In the qualities in which the French writers surpass those 
of all other nations — neatness, clearness, precision, condensation — he sur- 
passed all French writers. If M. Dumont had never been born, Mr 
Bentham would still have been a very great man. But he would have 
been great to himself alone. The fertility of his mind would have 
resembled the fertility of those vast American wildernesses in which 
blossoms and decays a rich but unprofitable vegetation, “ wberewith the 
reaper,. fiUeJth not hand, sheaves his 

bosom.” It would have been with his discoveries as uTlTcT^eirMth 
the “Century of Inventions.” His speculations on laws would have 
been of no more practical use than Lord Worcester’s speculations on 
steam-engines. Some generations hence, perhaps, when legislation had 
found its Watt, an antiquarian might have published to the world the 
curious fact tliat, in the reign of George the Third, there had been a man 
called Bentham, who had given hints of many discoveries made since his 
time, and who had really, fot his age, taken a most philosophical view of 
the principles of jurisprudence. 

Many persons have attempted to interpret between this powerful mind 
and the public. But, in our opinion, M. Dumont alone has succeeded. 
It is remarkable that, in foreign countries, where Mr Bentham’s works 
are known solely through the medium of the French version, his merit is 
almost universally acknowledged. Even those who are most decidedly 
opposed to his political opinions — the very chiefs of the Holy Alliance- 
have publicly testified their respect for him. In England, on the con- 
trary, many persons who certainly entertained no prejudice against him 
on political grounds were long in the habit of mentioning him contemp- 
tuously. Indeed, what was said of Bacon’s philosophy may be said of 
Bentham’s. It was in little repute among us, till judgments in its favour 
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came from beyond sea, and convinced us, to our shame, that had 
been abusing and laughing at one of the greatest men of the age. 

M. Dumont might easily have found employments more gratifying to 
personal vanity than that of arranging works not his own. But he couM 
have found no employment more useful or more truly honourable. The 
book before us, hastily written as it is, contains abundant proof, if 
proof were needed, that he did not become an editor because he wanted 
the talents which would have made him-eminent as a writer. 

Persons who hold democratical opinions, and who have been accus- 
tomed to consider M. Dumont as one of their party, have been surprised 
and mortified to leam that he speaks with veiy little respect of the French 
Revolution and of its authors. Some zealous Tories have naturally 
expressed great satisfaction at finding their doctrines, in some respects, 
confirmed by the testimony of an unwilling witness. The date of the 
work, we think, explains everything. If it had been written ten years 
earlier, or twenty years later, it would have been very different from what 
it is. It was written, neither during the first excitement of the Revolu- 
tion, nor at that later period when the practical good produced by the 
Revolution had become manifest to the most prejudiced observers ; but 
in those wretched times when the enthusiasm had abated, and the solid 
advantages were not yet fully seen. It was written in the year 1799, — a 
year in whicli the most sanguine friend of liberty might well feel some 
misgivings a.s to the effects of what the National Assembly had done, 
d'he evils which attend every great change had been severely felt. The 
l>enefit was still to come. 'I'he price — a heavy^price — had been paid. 
The thing purchased had not yet been delivered. Europe was swanning 
with French exiles. The fleets and armies of the second coalition were 
victorious. Within France, the reign of terror was over ; but the reign 
of law had not commenced. There had been, indeed, during three o! 
four years, a written Constitution, by which rights were defined and 
checks provided. But these rights had been repeatedly violated ; and 
those checks had proved utterly inefficient. The laws which had been 
framed to secure the distinct authority of the executive magistrates and of 
the legislative assemblies — the freedom of election — the freedom of 
debate — the freedom of the press — the personal freedom of citizens — were 
a dead letter. The ordinary mode in which the Republic was governed 
was by coups d'etat. On one occasion, the legislative councils were 
placed under military restraint by the directors. Then, again, directors 
were deposed by the legislative councils. Elections were set askle by the 
executive authority. Sliip-loads of writers and speakers were sent, with- 
out a legal trial, to die of fever in Guiana. France, in short, was in that 
state in which revolutions, effected by violence, almost always leave a 
nation. The habit of obedience had b^n lost. The spell of prescription 
had been brnken. Those associations on which, far more than on any 
arguments about property and order, the authority of magistrates rests, 
had completely passed away. The power of the government consisted 
merely in the physical force which it could bring to its support. Moral 
force it had none. It was itself a government spnmg from a recent con- 
vulsion. Its own fundamental maxim was, that rebellion might be 
justifiable. Its own existence proved that rebellion might be successful. 
The people had been accustomed, during several years, to offer resistance 
to the constituted authoritie.s on the sl^htest provocation, and to see the 
constituted authorities yield to tliat resi.stance. 'fhe whole political world 
was “ witiiout form and void an incessant whirl of hostile atoms, 
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which, every moment, formed some new combination. The only man 
who could fix the agitated elements of society in a stable form was 
following a wild vision of glory and empire through the Syrian deserts. 
The time was not yet come, when 

“Confusion heard his voice ; and wild uproar 
Stood ruled : ” 

when, out of the chaos into which the old society had been resolved, 
were to rise a new dynasty, a new peerage, a new church, and a new code. 

The dying words of Madame Roland, “Oh Liberty! how many] 
crimes are committed in thy name ! ” were at that time echoed by many * 
of the most upright and benevolent of mankind. M. Guizot has, in one 
of his admirable pamphlets, happily and justly described M, Laine as 
“an honest and liberal man, discouraged by the Revolution.” This 
description, at the time when M. Dumont’s Memoirs were written, would 
have applied to almost every honest and liberal man in Europe ; and 
would, beyond all doubt, have applied to M. Dumont himself. To that 
fanatical worship of the all-wise and all-good people, which had Vjeen 
cornmon a few years before, had succeede<l an uneasy suspicion that the 
follies and vices of the people would frustrate all attempts to serve them. 
The wild and joyous exultation, with which the meeting of the States- 
General and the fall of the Bastile had been hailed, had passed away. 
In its place was dejec^on, and a gloomy distrust of suspicious appear- 
ances. The philosophers and philanthropists had reigned. And what 
had their reign produced ? Philosophy had brought with it mummeries as 
absurd as any which had been practised by the most superstitious zealot 
of the darkest age. Philanthropy had brought with it crimes as horrible 
as the massacre of Saint Bartholomew. This was the emancipation of 
the human mind. These were the fruits of the great victory of reason 
over prejudice. France had rejected the faith of Pascal and Descartes as 
a nursery fable, that a courtezan might be her idol, and a madman her 
priest. She had asserted her freedom against Louis, that she might bow 
down before Robespierre. P'or a time men thought that all the boasted 
wisdom of the eighteenth century was folly ; and that those hopes of 
great political and social ameliorations which had been cherished by 
Voltaire and Condorcet were utterly delusive. 

Under the influence of these feelings, M. Dumont has gone so far as to 
say that the writings of Mr Burke on the French Revolution, thoirgh dis- 
figured l)y exaggeration, and though containing doctrines subversive of 
all public liberty, had been, on the whole, justified by events, and had 
probably saved Europe from great disasters. That such a man as the 
friend and fellow-labourer of Mr Bentham should have expressed such an 
opinion is a circumstance which well deserves the consideration of un- 
charitable politicians. These Memoirs have not convinced us that the 
French Revolution was not a great blessing to mankind. But they have 
convinced us that very great indulgence is due to those who, while the 
was actually taking place, regarded it with unmixed aversion 
and horror. We can perceive where their error lay. We can perceive 
that the evil was temporary, and the good durable. But we cannot be 
sure that, if our lot had been cast in their times, we should not, like them, 
nave been discouraged and disgusted — that we should not, like them, have 
seen, in that great victory of the French people, only insanity and ciimc. 

It IS curious to observe how some men are applauded, and others 
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reviled, for merely being what all their neighbours are, — for merely going 
passively down the stream of events, — for merely representing the opinions 
and passions of a whole generation. The friends of popular government 
ordinarily speak with extreme severity of Mr Pitt, and with respect and 
tenderness of Mr Canning. Yet the whole difference, we suspect, con- 
sisted merely in this, — that Mr Pitt died in 1806, and Mr Canning in 
1827. During the years which were common to the public life of both, 
Mr Canning was assuredly not a more fiberal statesman than his patron. 
The truth is that Mr Pitt began his political life at the end of the Ameri- 
can War, when the nation was suffering from the effects of corruption. 
He closed it in the midst of the calamities j^roduced l)y the French Revo- 
lution, when the nation was still strongly impressed with the horrors of 
anarchy. He changed, undoubtedly. In his youth he had brought in 
reform bills. In his manhood he brought in gagging bills. But the 
change, though lamentable, was, in our opinion, perfectly natural, and 
might have been perfectly honest. He changed with the great body of 
his countrymen. Mr Canning, on the other hand, entered into public 
life when Europe was in dread of the Jacobins. He closed his public 
life when Europe was suffering under the tyranny of the Holy Alliance. 
He, too, changed with the nation. As the crimes of the Jacobins had 
turned the master into something very like a Tory, the events which 
followed the Congress of Vienna turned the pupil into something very 
like a Whig. 

So much are men the creatures of circumstances. We see that, if M. 
Dumont had died in 1799, would have died, to use the new cant word, 
a decided “Conservative.” If Mr Pitt had lived in 1832, it is our firm 
belief that he would have been a decided Reformer. 

The judgment passed by M. Dumont in this work on the French 
Revolution must be taken with considerable allowances. It resembles a 
criticism on a play of which only the first act has been performed, or on 
a building from which the scaffolding has not yet been takeft down. We 
have no doubt that, if the excellent author had revised these Memoirs 
thirty years after the time at which they were written, he would have seen 
reason to omit a few passages, and to add many qualifications and 
explanations. 

He would not probably have been inclined to retract the censures, just, 
though severe, which he has passed on the ignorance, the presumption, and 
the pedantry, of the National Assembly. But he would have admitted 
that, in spite of those faults, perhaps even by reason of those faults, that 
Assembly had conferred inestimable benefits on mankind. It is clear that, 
among the French of that day, political knowledge was absolutely in its in- 
fancy. It would indeed have been strange if it had attained maturity in the 
time of censors, of letires-de-cachety and of beds of justice. The electors did 
not know how to elect. The repre.sentatives did not know how to deliberate. 
M. Dumont taught the constituent body of Montreuil how to perform their 
functions, and found them apt to learn. He afterwards tried, in concert with 
Mirabeau, to instruct the National Assembly in that admirable system of 
Parliamentary tactics which has been long established in the English 
House of Commons, and which has made the House of Commons, in 
spite of all the defects in its composition, the best and fairest debating 
society in the world. But these accomplished legislators, though quite 
as ignorant as the mob of Montreuil, proved much less docile, and cried 
out that they did not want to go to school to the English. Their debates 
consisted of endless successions of tra.shy pamphlet.s, all beginning with 
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something about the original compact of society, man in the hunting state, 
and other such foolery. They sometimes diversified and enlivened these 
long readings by a little rioting. They bawled ; they hooted j they shook 
their fists. They kept no order among themselves. They were insulted 
with impunity by the crowed w^hich filled their galleries. They gave long 
and solemn consideration to trifles. They hurried through the most 
important resolutions with fearful expedition. They wasted months in 
quibbling about the words of that false and childish Declaration of Rights 
on which they professed to found their new constitution, and w^hich was 
at irreconcilable variance with every clause of that constitution. They 
annihilated in a single night privileges, many of which partook of the 
nature of property, and ought therefore to have been most delicately 
handled. 

They are called the Constituent Assembly. Never was a name less 
appropriate. They were not constituent, but the very reverse of consti- 
tuent. They constituted nothing that stood or that deserved to last. 
They had not, and they could not possibly have, the information or the 
habits of mind which are necessary for the framing of that most exquisite 
of all machines — a government. The metaphysical cant with which they 
prefaced their constitution has long been the scoff of all parties. Their 
constitution itself, —that constitution which they described as absolutely 
perfect, and to which they predicted immortality, — disappeared in a few 
months, and left no trace behind it. They were great only in the work 
of destniction. 

The gloiy of the National Assembly is this, that they w’ere in truth, 
what Mr Burke called them in austere irony, t he ablest architects of ruin 
that ever They were utterly incompetent to p^rfornrany 

'work which required a discriminating eye and a skilful hand. Hut the 
work which was then to be done was a work of devastation. They had 
to deal with abuses so horrible and so deeply rooted that the highest 
political wisdom could scarcely have produced greater good to mankind 
than was produced by their fierce and senseless temerity. Demolition is 
undoubtedly a vulgar task ; the highest glory of the statesman is to con- 
struct. But there is a time for everything, — a time to set up, and a time 
to pull down. The talents of revolutionary leaders and those of the legis- 
lator have equally their use and their sea.son. It is the natural, the 
almo.st universal, law, that the age of insurrections and proscriptions 
shall precede the age of good government, of temperate liberty, and 
liberal order. 

And how should it be otherwise ? It is not in swaddling-bands that we 
learn to walk. It is not in the dark that we learn to distinguish colours. 
It is not under oppression that we learn how to use freedom. The 
ordinary sophism by which misrule is defended Is, when truly stated, 
this The people must continue in slavery, because slavery has gene- 
rated in them all the vices of slaves. Because they are ignorant, they 
must remain under a power which has made and which keeps them 
ignorant. Because they have been made ferocious by misgovernment, 
they must be misgoverned for ever. If the system under which they live 
were so mild and liberal that under its operation they had become 
humane and enlightened, it would be safe to venture on a change. But, 
as this system has destroyed morality, and prevented the development of 
the intellect, — as it has turned men, who might under different training 
have formed a virtuous and happy community, into savage and stupid 
wild l^easts, — therefore it ought to last for ever. The Ei^Hsh Kevolu- 
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'tion, it is said, was traly a glofious Revolution. Practical evils were 
redressed j no excesses were committed ; no sweeping confiscations took 
place ; the authority of the laws was scarcely for a moment suspended ; 
the fullest and freest discussion was tolerated in Parliament j the nation 
showed, by the calm and temperate manner in which it asserted its 
liberty, that it was fit to enjoy liberty. The French Revolution was, on 
the other hand, the most horrible event recorded in history, — all madness 
and wickedness, — absurdity in theory, and atrocity in practice. What 
folly and injustice in the revolutionary laws I What grotesque affectation 
in the revolutionary ceremonies ! What fanaticism I What licentious- 
ness ! What cruelty ! Anacharsis Clootz and Marat, — feasts of the 
Supreme Being, and marriages of the Loire — trees of liberty, and heads 
dancing on pikes — the whole forms a kind of infernal farce, made up of i 
everything ridiailous, and everything frightful. This it is to give free- 
dom to those who have neither wisdom nor virtue. 

It is not only by bad men interested in the defence of abuses that 
arguments like these have been urged against all schemes of political 
improvement. Some of the highest and purest of human beings con- 
ceived such scorn and aversion for the follies and crimes of the French 
Revohitioii that they recanted, in the moment of triumph, those liberal 
opinions to which they had clung in defiance of persecution. And, 
if we inquire why it was that they h^an to doubt whether liberty were a 
blessing, we shall find that it was only because events had proved, in the 
clearest manner, that liberty is the parent of virtue and of order. They 
ceased to abhor tyranny merely because it had been signally shoN^m that 
the effect of tyranny on the hearts and understandings of men is more 
demoralising and more stupifying than had ever been imagined by the 
most zealous friend of popular rights. The truth is, that a stronger argu- 
ment against the old monarchy of France may be drawn from the noymies 
and the fusillades than from the Bastile and the Parc-aiix-cerfs. We 
believe it to be a rule without an exception, that the violence .of a revo- 
lution corresponds to the degree of misgovernmeni which has produced 
that revolution. Why was the French Revolution so bloody and destnic 
tive? Why was our revolution of 1641 comparatively mild? Why was 
our revolution of 1688 milder still? Why was the American Revolution, 
considered as an intemal movement, the mildest of all ? There is an 
obvious and complete solution of tlie problem. Tlie English under James 
the First and Charles the First were less oppressed than the French 
under Louis the Fifteenth and Ix>uis the Sixteenth. The English were 
less oppressed after the Restoration than before the great Rebellion. 
And America under George the Third was less oppressed than England 
under the Stuarts. The reaction was exactly proportioned to the pres- 
sure, — the vengeance to the provocation. 

When Mr Burke was reminded in his later years of the zeal which he 
had displayed in the cause of the Americans, he vindicated himself from 
the charge of inconsistency, by contrasting the wisdom and moderation of 
the Colonial insurgents of 1776 with the fanaticism and wickedness of 
the Jacobins of 1 792, He was in fact bringing an argument a fortiori 
against himself. The circumstances on which he rested his vindication 
fully proved that the old government of France stood in far more need of 
a complete change than the old government of America. The difference 
lictween Washington and Robespierre,— the difference l>etween Franklin 
and Barire, — the difference between the destruction of a few Ixirrels of 
tea and the confiscation of thousands of square miles, — the difference be- 
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tween the tarring and feathering of a tax-gatherer and the massacres of 
September, — measure the difference between the government of America 
under the nile of England and the government of France under the rule 
of the Bourbons. 

Louis the Sixteenth made great voluntaiy concessions to his people ; 
and they sent him to the scaffold. Charles the Tenth violated the 
fundamental laws of the state, established a despotism, and butchered his 
subjects for not submitting quietly to that despotism. He failed in his 
wicked attempt. He was at the mercy of those whom he had injured. 
The pavements of Paris were still heaped up in barricades ; — the hospitals 
were still full of the wounded ; — the dead were still unburied ; — a thou- 
sand families were in mourning ; — ^a hundred thousand citizens were in 
arms. The crime was recent ; — the life of the criminal was in the hands 
of the sufferers ; — and they touched not one hair of his head. In the first 
revolution, victims were sent to death by scores for the most trifling acts 
proved by the lowest testimony, before the most partial tribunals. After 
the second revolution, those ministers who had signed the ordinances, 
those ministers, whose guilt, as it was of the foulest kind, was proved by 
the clearest evidence, — were punished only with imprisonment. In the 
first revolution, property was attacked. In the second, it was held 
sacred. Both rev9lutions, it is true, left the public mind of France in an 
unsettled state. Both revolutions were followed by insurrectionary 
movements. But, after the first revolution, the insurgents were almost 
always stronger than the law ; and, since the second revolution, the law 
has invariably been found stronger than the insurgents. There is, 
indeed, much in the present state of France which may well excite the 
uneasiness of those who desire to see her free, happy, powerful, and 
secure. Yet, if we compare the present state of France with the state in 
which she was forty years ago, how vast a change for tlie better has 
taken place ! How little effect, for example, during the first revolution, 
would the sentence of a judicial body have produced on an armed and 
victorious party ! If, after the lOth of August, or after the pro- 
scription of the Gironde, or after the 9th of Thermidor, or after 
the carnage of Vendemiaire, or after the arrests of Fructidor, any 
tribunal had decided against the conquerors in favour of the con- 
quered, with what contempt, with what derision, would its award have 
been received ! The judges would have lost their heads, or would 
have been sent to die in some unwholesome colony. The fate of the 
victim whom they had endeavoured to save would only have been made 
darker and more hopeless by their interference. We have lately seen a 
signal proof that, in France, the law is now stronger than the sword. 
We have seen a government, in the very moment of triumph and revenge, 
submitting itself to the authority of a court of law, A just and indepen- 
dent sentence has been pronounced — a sentence worthy of the ancient 
renown of that magistracy to which belong the noblest recollections of 
French history — which, in an age of persecutors, produced 1/H6pital, — 
which, in an age of courtiers, produced D’Aguesseau, — which, in an age 
of wickedness and madness, exhibited to mankind a pattern of every 
virtue in the life and in the death of Malesherbes. The respectful manner 
in which that sentence has been receivetj, is alone sufficient to show how 
widely the French of this generation differ from their fathers. And how 
is the difference to be explained ? The race, the soil, the climate, are 
the same. If those dull, honest Englishmen, who explain the events of 
1793 and 1 794 by saying that the French are naturally frivolous and cruel, 
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were in the right, why is the guillotine now standing idle ? Not surely 
for want of Carlists, of aristocrats, of people guilty of incivism, of people 
suspected of being suspicious characters. Is not the true explanation 
this, that the Frenchman of 1832 has been far better governed than the 
Frenchman of 1789, — that his soul has never been galled by the oppressive 
privileges of a separate caste, — that he has been in some degree accus- 
tomed to discuss political questions, and to perform political functions, — 
that he has lived for seventeen or eighteen years under institutions which, 
however defective, have yet been far superior to any institutions that had 
before existed in France? 

As the second French Revolution has l)een far milder than the first, so 
that great change which has just been effected in England has been milder 
even than the second French Revolution, — milder than any revolution 
recorded in history. Some orators have described the reform of the House 
of Commons as a revolution. Others have denied the propriety of the 
term. The question, though in seeming merely a question of definition, 
suggests much curious and interesting matter for reflection. If we look 
at the magnitude of the reform, it may well be called a revolution. If we 
look at the means by wdiich it has been effected, it is merely an Act of 
Parliament, regularly brought in, read, committed, and passed. In the 
whole history of England, there is no prouder circumstance than this, — 
that a change, which could not, in any other age, or in any other country, 
have been effected without physical violence, should here have been ef- 
fected by the force of reason, and under the forms of law. The work of 
three civil wars has been accomplished by three sessions of Parliament. 
An ancient and deeply rooted system of abuses has been fiercely attacked 
and stubbornly defended. It has fallen ; and not one sword has been 
drawn ; not one estate has been confiscated ; not one family has been 
forced to emigrate. The bank has kept its credit. The funds have kept 
their price. Every man has gone forth to his work and to his labour till 
the evening. During the fiercest excitement of the contest, — during the 
first fortnight of that immortal May, — there was not one monient at which 
any sanguinary act committed on the person of any of the most unpopular 
men in England would not have filled the country with horror and 
indignation. 

And now that the victory is w^on, has it been abused ? An immense 
mass of power has been transferred from an oligarchy to the nation. Are 
the members of the vanquished oligarchy insecure ? Does the nation 
seem disposed to play the tyrant ? Are not those who, in any other 
slate of society, would have been visited with the severest vengeance of 
the triumphant party, — would have been pining in dungeons, or flying 
to foreign countries, — still enjoying their possessions and their honours, 
still taking part as freely as ever in pul)lic affairs ? Tw^o years ago they 
were dominant. They are now vanquished. Yet the whole people would 
regard with horror any man w'ho should dare to propose any vindictive 
measure. So common is this feeling, — so much is it a matter of course 
among us, — that many of our readei*s will scarcely understand what we 
see to admire in it. 

To what are we to attribute the unparalleled moderation and humanity 
which the English people had displayed at this gieat conjuncture ? I'he 
answer is plain. This moderation, this humanity, are the fruits of a 
hundred and fifty years of liberty. During many generations we have 
held legislative assemblies which, however defective their constitution 
might be, liave always contained many members chosen by the people, 
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and many others eager to obtain the approbation of the people : — assem- 
blies in which perfect freedom of debate was allowed ; — assemblies in 
which the smallest minority had a fair hearing ; assemblies in which 
abuses, even when they were not redressed, were at least exposed. For 
many generations we have had the trial by jury, the Habeas Corpus Act, 
the freedom of the press, the right of meeting to discuss public affairs, 
the right of petitioning the legislature. A vast |X)rtion of tne population 
has long been accustomed to the exercise of political functions, and has 
been thoroughly seasoned to political excitement. In most other countries 
there is no middle course between absolute submission and open rebel- 
lion. In England there has always l:>een for centuries a constitutional 
opposition. Thus our institutions had been so good that they had 
educated us into a capacityfor better institutions. There is not a large 
town in the kingdom which does not contain better materials for a 
legislature than all France could furnish in 1789. There is not a spout- 
ing-club at any pot-house in London in which the rules of debate are 
not better understood, and more strictly observed, than in the Consti- 
tuent Assembly. There is scarcely a Political Union which could not 
frame in half an hour a declaration of rights superior to that which occu- 
pied the collective wisdom of France for several months. 

It would be impossible even to glance at all the causes of the French 
Revolution within the limits to which we must confine ourselves. One 
thing is clear. The government, the aristocracy, and the church were 
rewarded after their works. They reaped that which they had sown. 
They found the nation such as they had made it. That the people had 
become possessed of irresistible power before they had attained the 
slightest knowledge of the art of government — that practical questions of 
vast moment were left to l>; solved by men to whom politics had been 
only matter of theory — that a legislature was composed of persons who 
were scarcely fit to compose a debating society — that the whole nation was 
ready to lend an ear to any flatterer who appealed to its cupidity, to its 
fears, or to its thirst for vengeance — all this was the effect of misrule, 
obstinately continued in defiance of solemn warnings, and of the visible 
signs of an approaching retribution. 

Even while the monarchy seemed to be in its highest and most palmy 
state, the causes of that great destruction had already begun to operate. 
They maybe distinctly traced even under the reign of Louis the Fourteenth. 
That reign is the time to which the Ultra- Royalists refer as the Clolden Age 
of France. It was in truth one of those periods which shine with an 
unnatural and delusive splendour, and which are rapidly followed by 
gloom and decay. 

Concerning Louis the Fourteenth himself, the w^orld seems at last to 
have formed a correct judgment. lie was not a great general ; he was 
not a great statesman ; but he was, in one sense of the words, a great 
king. Never was there so consummate a master of what our James the 
First would have called kingcraft, — of all those arts which most advantage- 
ously display the merits of a prince, and most completely hide his defects. 
Though his internal administration was had, — though the military triumphs 
which gave splendour to the early part of his reign were not achieved 
by himself, — though his later years were crowded with defeats and humili- 
ations, — ^though he was so ignorant that he scarcely understood the Latin 
of his mass-book, — though he fell under the control of a cunning Jesuit and 
of a more cunning old woman, — he succeeded in passing himself off on 
bis people as a being above humanity. And this is the more extraordinary 
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because be did not seclude himself from the public gaze like those 
Oriental desjx>is whose faces are never seen, and whose very names it is a 
crime to pronounce lightly. It has been said that no man is a hero to his 
valet ; — and all the world saw as much of I.ouis the Fourteenth as his 
valet could see. Five hundred people asseml^led to see him shave and 
put on his breeches in the morning. He then kneeled down at the side 
of his bed, and said his prayer while the whole assembly awaited the end 
in solemn silence — the ecclesiastics on their knees, and the laymen with 
their hats before their faces. He walked about his gardens with a train 
of two hundred courtiers at his heels. All Versailles came to see him 
dine and sup. He was put to bed at night in the midst of a crowd as 
great as that w'hich had met to see him rise in the morning. He look 
his very emetics in state, and vomited majestically in the presence of all 
the gi'andes and petites entrees. Yet, though he constantly exposed himself 
to the public gaze in situations in which it is scarcely possible for any man 
to preserve much personal dignity, he to the last impressed those who 
surrounded him with the deepest awe and reverence. The illusion which 
he produced on his worshi[)pers can l)e compared only to those illusions 
to which lovers are proverbially subject during the season of courtship. 
It was an illusion which affected even the senses, 'blie contemporaries of 
Louis thought him tall. Voltaire, who might have seen him, and who 
had lived with some of the most distinguished members of his court, speaks 
repeatedly of his majestic stature. Vet it is as certain as any fact can l^, 
that he was rather below than above the middle size. He had, it seems, 
a way of holding himself, a w'ay of walking, a way of swelling his chest 
.and rearing his head, which deceived the eyes of the multitude. Kighty 
years after his death, the royal cemetery was violated by the revolutionists, 
his coffin was opened ; his body was dragged out ; and it appeared that 
the prince, whose majestic figure had been so long and loudly extolled, 
w'as in truth a little man.* That fine expression of Juvenal is singularly 
applicable, both in its literal and in its metaphorical sense, to Louis the 
Fourteenth ; 

“ Mors sola fatetur 
Quantula sint hominiim corpusciila. ” 

ITis i:>erson and his government have had the same fate. He had the 
art of making Ixith appear grand and august, in spite of the clearest 
evidence that both w^ere below the ordinary standard. Death and time 
have exposed both the deceptions. The body of the great king has been 
mea.sured more justly than it was measured by the courtiers wdio w^ere 
afraid to look al>ove his shoe-tie. His public character has been scinti- 
nized by men free from the lio^Xis and fears of Boileau and Molieie. In the 
grave, the most majestic of princes is only five feet eight. In history, the 
hero and the politician dwdndles into a vain and feeble tyrant, — the slave 
of priests and women — little in war, — ^little in government, — little in 
everything but the art of simulating greatness. 

He left to his infant successor a famishetl and miserable people, a 
beaten and humbled army, provinces turned into deserts by misgovem- 
ment and persecution, factions dividing the court, a schism raging in the 

* Even M. de Chateaubriand, to whom we should have thought all the Boturbona 
would have seemed at least six feet high, admits this fncr. C. est une erreup” says 
h'J in his strange memoirs of the Duke of Berri, “ de croire que Louis XIV. dtoit tfune 
haute stature. Une cuirasse qtti nous restc de lui, et Ics exhumations de St I>e]iy% 
n’om laissd sur ce point aucun doute.” 
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church, an immense debt, an empty treasury, immeasurable palaces, 
an innumerable household, inestimable jewels and furniture. All the 
sap and nutriment of the state seemed to have been drawn to feed one 
bloated and unwholesome excrescence. The nation was withered. The 
court was morbidly flourishing. Yet it does not appear that the associa- 
tions which attached the people to the monarchy had lost strength during 
his reign. He had neglected or sacrificed their dearest interests ; but he 
had struck their imaginations. The very things which ought to have 
made him most unpopular, — the prodigies of luxury and magnificence 
with which his person was surrounded, while, beyond the inclosure of his 
parks, nothing was to be seen but starvation and despair, — seemed to 
increase the respectful attachment which his subjects felt for him. That 
governments exist only for the good of the people, appears to be the most 
obvious and simple of all truths. Yet history proves that it is one of the 
most recondite. We can scarcely wonder that it should be so seldom 
present to the minds of rulers, when we see how slowly, and through how 
much suffering, nations arrive at the knowledge of it. 

There was indeed one Frenchman who had discovered those principles 
which it now seems impossible to miss, — that the many are not made for 
the use of one, — that the tmly good government is not that which con- 
centrates magnificence in a court, but that which diffuses happiness 
among a people, — that a king who gains victory after victory, and adds 
province to province, may deseiwe, not the admiration, but the abhorrence 
and contempt of mankind. I'hese were the doctrines which Fenelon 
taught. Considered as an epic poem, Telemachus can scarcely be placed 
above Glover’s Leonidas or Wilkie’s Epigoniad. Considered as a 
treatise on politics and morals, it abounds with errors of detail ; and the 
truths which it inculcates seem trite to a modern reader. But, if we 
compare the spirit in which it is written with the spirit which pervades 
the rest of the French literature of that age, we shall perceive that, 
though in appearance trite, it v'as in truth one of the most original works 
that have ever appeared. 'I'hc fundamental principles of Fenelon’s 
political morality, the tests by which he judged of institutions and of 
men, were absolutely new to his countrymen. He had taught them in- 
deed, with the happiest effect, to his royal pupil. But how incompre- 
hensible they were to most people, we learn from Saint Simon. That 
amusing writer tells us, as a thing almost incredible, that the Duke of 
Burgundy declared it to be his opinion that kings existed for the good of 
the people, and not the people for the good of kings. Saint Simon is 
delighted with the benevolence of this saying ; but startled by its novelty 
and terrified by its boldness. Indeed he distinctly says that it was not 
safe to repeat the sentiment in the court of Louis. Saint Simon was, of 
all the members of that court, the least courtly. He was as nearly an 
oppositionist as any man of his time. His disposition was proud, bitter, 
and cynical. In religion he was a Jansenist ; in politics, a less hearty 
royalist than most of his neighbours. His opinions and his temper had 
preserved him from the illusions which the demeanour of Louis produced 
on others. He neither loved nor respected the king. Yet even this man, 
— one of the most liberal men in France, — was struck dumb with astonish- 
ment at hearing the fundamental axiom of all government propounded, — 
an axiom which, in our time, nobody in England or France would (lis- 
pute, — which the stoniest Tory takes for ^jranted as much as the fiercest 
Radical, and concerning which the Carlist would agree with the most 
republican deputy of the “ extreme left.’* No person will do justice to 
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Fenelon, who does not constantly keep in mind that Telemachns was 
written in an age and nation in whicri bold and independent thinkers 
stared to hear that twenty millions of human beings did not exist for the 
gratificatwn of one. That work is commonly considered as a school- 
book, very fit for children, because its style is easy and its morality 
blameless, but unworthy of the attention of statesmen and philosophers* 
We can distinguish in it, if we are not greatly mistaken, the first faint 
dawn of a long and splendid day of intellectual light, — the dim promise 
of a great deliverance, — the undeveloped germ of the charter and of 
the code. 

What mighty interests were staked on the life of the Duke of 
Burgundy ! and how different an aspect might the history of France have 
borne if he had attained the age of his grandfather or of his son ; — if he 
had been permitted to show how much could be done for humanity by 
the highest virtue in the highest fortune ! There is scarcely anything in 
history more remarkable than the descriptions which remain to us of that 
extraordinary man. The fierce and impetuous temper which he showed 
in early youth, — the complete change which a judicious education pro- 
duced in his character, — his fervid piety, — his large benevolence, — the 
strictness with which he judged himself, — the liberality with which he 
judged others, — the fortitude with which alone, in the whole court, he 
stood up against the commands of I.ouis, when a religious scruple was 
concerned, — the charity with which alone, in the whole court, he defended 
the profligate Orleans against calumniators, — his great projects for the 
good of the people, — his activity in business, — his taste for letters, — his 
strong domestic attachments, —even the ungraceful person and the shy 
and awkward manner which concealed from the eyes of the sneering 
courtiers of his grandfather so many rare endowments, — make his charac- 
ter the most interesting that is to be found in the annals of his house. 
He had resolved, if he came to the throne, to disperse that ostentatious 
court, which was supported at an expense ruinous to the na^tion, — to pre- 
serve peace, — to correct the abuses which were found in every part of the 
system of revenue, — to abolish or modify oppressive privileges, — to re- 
form the administration of justice, — to revive the institution of the States- 
Geiieral. If he had ruled over France during forty or fifty years, that 
great movement of the human mind, which no government could have 
arrested, which bad government only rendered more violent, w’ould, we 
are inclined to think, have been conducted, by peaceable means to a 
happy termination. 

Disease and sorrow removed from the world that wisdom and virtue of 
which it was not worthy. During two generations France was ruled by 
men who, with all the vices of Louis the Fourteenth, had none of the art 
by which that magnificent prince passed off his vices for virtues. The 
people had now to see tyranny naked. That foul Duessa was stripped 
of her gorgeous ornaments. She had always been hideous ; but a strange 
enchantment had made her seem fair and glorious in the eyes of her 
willing slaves. The spell was now broken ; the deformity was made 
manifest ; and the lovers, lately so happy and so proud, turned away 
loathing and horror-struck. 

First came the Regency. The strictness with which Louis had, towards 
the close of his life, exacted from those around him an outward attention 
to religious duties, produced an effect similar to that which the rigour of 
the Puritans had produced in England. It w’as the boast of Madame de 
Maintenon, in the time of her greatness, that devotion had become the 
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fashion. A fashion indeed it was; and, like a fashion, it passed away, 
The austerity of the tyrant’s old age had injured the morality of tlie higher 
orders more than even the licentiousness of his youth. only had he 

not reformed their vices, but, by forcing them to be hypocrites, he had 
shaken their belief in virtue. They had found it so easy to perform the 
grimace of piety, that it was natural for them to consider all piety as 
grimace. The times were changed. Pen.sions, regiments, and abbeys, were 
no longer to be obtained by regular confession and severe penance : and 
the obsequious courtiers, who had kept Lent like monks of La Trappe, and 
who had turned up the whites of their eyes at the edifying parts of sermons 
preached before the king, aspired to the title of roui as ardently as ihey 
had aspired to that of devot ; and went, during Passion Week, to the revels 
of the Palais Royal as readily as they had formerly repaired to the 
sermons of Massillon. 

Tlie Regent was in many res|>ects the fac-simile,of our Charles the 
Second. Like Charles, he was a good-natured man, utterly destitute 
of sensibility. Like Charles, he had good natural talents, which a 
deplorable indolence rendered useless to the state. Like Charles, he 
thought all men cornipted and interested, and yet did not dislike them 
for being so. Plis opinion of human nature was CJulliver’s ; but he 
did not regard human nature with Gulliver’s horror. He thought that he 
and his fellow-crealures were Yahoos ; and he thought a Yahoo a^peijy 
agreeable kind of animal. No princes were ever more social than Charles 
and Philip of Orleans : yet no princes ever liad less capacity for friendship. 
The tempers of these clever cynics were so easy, and their minds so lan- 
guid, that habit supplied in them the place of affection, and made them 
the tools of people for whom they cared not one straw. In love, both 
were mere sensualists without delicacy or tenderness. In politics, both 
were utterly careless of faith and of national honour. Charles shut up 
the Exchequer, Philip patronised the System. 'I'he councils of Charles 
were swayed bv the gold of Barillon ; the councils of Philip by the gold 
of Walpole, tharles for private objects made war on Holland, the na- 
tural ally of England. Philip for private objects made war on the Spa- 
nish branch of the house of Bourbon, the natural ally, indeed the creature 
of P’rance. Even in trifling circumstances the parallel miglit be carried on. 
Both these princes were fond of experimental philosophy, and passed in 
the laboratory much time which would have been more advantageously 
passed at the council-table. Both were more strongly attached to their 
female relatives than to any other human being ; and in Ixith cases it was 
su.spected that this attachment was not perfectly innocent. In personal 
courage, and in all the virtues which are connected with personal courage, 
the Regent was indisputably superior to Charles. Indeed Cliarles^ but 
narrowly escaped the stain of cowardice. Philip was eminently brave, 
and, like most brave men, was generally open and sincere. Charles added 
dissimulation to his other vices. 

The administration of the Regent was scarcely less pernicious, and in- 
finitely more scandalous, than that of the deceased monarch. It was by 
ma^ific^nt public works, and by wars conducted on a gigantic scale, that 
Louis had brought distress on his people. The Regent aggravated that 
distress by frauds of which a lame duck on the stock -exchange would have 
been ashamed. France, even while suffering under the most severe cala- 
mities, had reverenced the conqueror. She despised the swindler. 

When Orleans and the wretched Dubois had disappeared, the power 
passed to the Duke of Bourbon ; a prince degraded in the public eye by 
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the infamouslf lucrative part which he had taken in the juggles of the 
System, and by the humility with which he bore the caprices of a loose 
and imperious woman. It seemed to be decreed that every branch of the 
royal family should successively incur the abhorrence and contempt of 
the nation. 

Between the fall of the Duke of Bourbon and the death of Fleury, a 
few years of frugal and moderate government intervened. Then recom- 
menced the downward progress of the’ monarchy. Profligacy in the court, 
extravagance in the finances, schism in the church, faction in the Parlia- 
ments, unjust war terminated by ignominious peace, — all that indicates and 
all that produces the ruin of great empires, make up the history of that 
miserable period. Abroad, the I'rench were beaten and humbled every- 
where, by land and by sea, on the Elbe and on the Rhine, in Asia and 
in America. At home, they were turned over from vizier to vizier, and 
from sultana to sultana, till they had reached that point l)cneath which 
there was no lower abyss of infamy .— till the yoke of Maupeon had made 
them pine ror i^hoiseul, — till ^laclame du Barri had taught them to regret 
Madame dc Pompadour, 

But unpopular as the monarchy liad become, the aristocracy was more 
unpopular still ; and not witliout reason. The tyranny of an individual is 
far more .supportable than the tyranny of a caste, d he old privileges were 
galling and hateful to the new wealth and the new knowledge. Every- 
thing indicated the approach of no common revolution, — of a revolution 
destined to change, not merely the form of government, but the dis- 
tribution of property and the whole social system, — of a revolution 
the effects of which were to l>e felt at every fireside in France, — of 
a new Jaquerie, in which the victory was to remain with Jaques bonJwmme. 
In the van of the nrovcment were the moneyed men and the men of 
letters, — the wounded pride of wealth, and tlie wounded pride of intellect. 
An immense multitude, made ignorant and cruel by oppression, was 
ramng in the rear. 

\Ve greatly doubt whether any course which could have been pursued 
by lx)uis the Sixteenth could have averted a great convulsion. But we 
are sure that, if there was such a course, it was the course recommended 
by M. Tuigot. The church and the aristocracy, with that blindness to 
danger, that incapacity of believing that anything can be except what 
has been, which the long possession of power seldom fails to generate, 
mocked at the counsel which might have saved them. They would not 
have reform ; and they had revolution. They would not pay a small 
contribution in place of the odious corvees ; and they lived to see their 
castles demolished, and their lands sold to strangers. They would not 
endiire Turgot ; and they were forced to endure Robespierre. 

Then the rulers of France, as if smitten with judicial blindness, 
plunged headlong into the American war. They thus committed at once 
two great errors. They encouraged the spirit of revolution. They 
augmented at the same time those public burdens, the pressure of which 
is generally the immediate cause of revolutions, d'he event of the war 
carried to the height the enthusiasm of speculative democrats. The 
financial difficulties produced by the war carried to the height the dis- 
content of that larger body of people wlio cared little about theories, and 
j(juch about taxes. 

The meeting of the States-General was the signal for the explosion of 
all the hoarded passions of a century In that assembly, there were um 
dottbtedly very able men. But they had no practical knowledge of the 
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art of government. All the great English revolutions have been con- 
ducted by practical statesmen. The French Revolution was conducted 
by mere speculators. Our constitution has never been so far behind the 
age as to have become an object of aversion to the people. The English 
revolutions have therefore been undertaken for the purpose of defending, 
correcting, and restoring, — ^never for the mere pur])ose of destroying. 
Our countrymen have always, even in times of the greatest excitement, 
spoken reverently of the form of government under which they lived, 
and attacked only what they regarded as its corruptions. In the very act 
of innovating they have constantly appealed to ancient prescription ; they 
have seldom looked abroad for models ; they have seldom troubled them- 
selves with Utopian theories ; they have not been anxious to prove that 
liberty is a natural right of men ; they have been content to regard it as 
the lawful birthright of Englishmen. Their social contract is no fiction. 
It is still extant on the original parchment, sealed with wax which was 
affixed at Runnymede, and attested by the lordly names of the Marischals 
and Fitzherberts. No general arguments about the original equality of 
men, no fine stories out of Plutarch and Cornelius Nepos, have ever 
affected them so much as their own familiar wortls, — Magna Charta, — 
Habeas Corpus, — Trial by Jury, — Bill of Rights. This part of our 
national character has undoubtedly its disadvantages. An Englishman 
too often reasons on politics in the spirit rather of a lawyer than of a 
philosopher. There is too often something narrow, st)mething exclusive, 
something Jewish, if we may use the word, in his love of freedom. 
He is disposed to consider popular rights as the special heritage of 
the chosen race to which he belongs. He is inclined rather to repel 
than to encourage the alien proselyte who aspires to a share of his 
privileges. Very different was the spirit of the Constituent Assembly, 
riiey had none of our narrowness ; but they had none of our practical 
skill ill the management of affairs. They did not understand how 
to regulate the order of their own debates ; and they thought them- 
selves able to legislate for the whole world. All the past was loath- 
some to them. All their agreeable associations were connected with the 
future. Hopes were to them all that recollections are to us. In the in- 
stitutions of their country they found nothing to love or to admire. As far 
back as they could look, they saw only the tyranny of one class and the de- 
gradation of another, — Frank and Gaul, knight and villein, gentleman and 
roturicr. They hated the monarchy, the church, the nobility. 'They cared 
nothing for the States or the Parliament. It was long the fashion to ascribe 
all the follies which they committed to the writings of the philosophers. 
We believe that it was misrule, and nothing but misrule, that put the sting 
into those writings. It is not time that the P'rench abandoned experience 
for theories. They took up with theories because they had no experience 
of good government. It wms because they had no charter that they ranted 
about the original contract. As soon as tolerable institutions were given 
to them, they began to look to those institutions. In 1830 their rallying 
cry was Vive la Charte. In 1789 they had nothing but theories round 
which to rally. They had .seen social distinctions only in a bad form ; 
and it was therefore natural that they should be deluded by sophisms about 
the equality of men. They had experienced so much evil from the 
sovereignty of kings that they might be excused for lending a ready eai' 
to those who preached, in an exaggerated form, the doctrine of tlie sove- 
reignty of the people. 

The English, content with their own national recollections and names, 
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have never sought for models in the institutions of Greece or Rome. The 
French, having nothing in their own history to which they could lookback 
with pleasure, had recourse to the history of the great ancient common- 
wealths : they drew their notions of those commonwealths, not from con- 
temporary writers, but from romances written by pedantic moralists long 
after the extinction of public liberty. They neglected Thucydides for 
Plutarch. Blind themselves, they took blind guides. They had no ex- 
perience of freedom ; and they took their opinions concerning it from 
men who had no more experience of it than themselves, and whose imagin- 
ations, inflamed by mystery and privation, exaggerated the unknown en- 
joyment ; — from men who raved about patriotism without having ever 
nad a country, and eulogised tyrannicide while crouching before tyrants. 
The maxim which the French legislators learned in this school was, that 
political liberty is an end, and not a means ; that it is not merely valuable 
as' the great safeguard of order, of property, and of morality, but that it is 
in itself a high and exquisite happiness to which order, ])roperty, and 
morality ought without one scruple to be j^aerificed. The lessons which 
may be learned from ancient history are indeed most useful and important; 
but they were not likely to l>e leanied by men wdio, in all their rhajisodies 
about the Athenian democracy, seemed utterly to forget that in that de- 
mocracy there were ten slaves to one citizen ; and who constantly decor- 
ated their invectives against the aristocrats with panegyrics on Brutus and 
Cato, — two aristocrats, fiercer, prouder, and more exclusive, than any that 
emigrated with the Count of Artois. 

We have never met with so vivid and interesting a picture of the Na- 
tional Assembly as that which M. Dumont has set before us. His Mira- 
beau, in particular, is incomparable. All the former Mirabeaus were 
daubs in comparison. Some were ir ,'rely painted from the imagination — 
others were gross caricatures : this is the very individual, neither god nor 
demon, but a man — a Frenchman — a Frenchman of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, with great talents, with strong jiassions, depraved by-bad education, 
surrounded by temptations of every kind,-— made desperate at one time 
by disgrace, and then again intoxicated by fame. All his opposite and 
seemingly inconsistent qualities are in this representation so lilended to- 
gether as to make up a harmonious and natural whole. Till now, Mirabeau 
was to us, and, we believe, to most readers of histoiy, not a man, but a 
string of antitheses. llencefortli he will be a real human being, a 
remarkable and eccentric being indeed, but perfectly conceivable. 

He was fond, M. Dumont tells us, of giving odd compound nicknames. 
Thus, M. de Lafayette was Grandison-Cromwell ; the King of Prussia 
was Alaric-Cottin ; D’Fspremenil was Crispin-Catiline. We think that 
Mirabeau himself might be described, after his own fashion, as a Wilkes- 
Chatham. He had Wilkeses .sensuality, Wilkes’s levity, Wilkes’s in- 
sensibility to shame. Like Wilkes, he had brought on himself the 
censure even of men of pleasure by the peculiar grossness of his immor- 
ality, and by the obscenity of his writings. Like Wilkes, he was heed- 
less, not only of the laws of morality, but of the laws of honour. Y et he 
affected, like Wilkes, to unite the character of the demagogue to that of 
the fine gentleman. Like Wilkes, he conciliated, by his good-humour 
and his high spirits, the regard of many who despised his character. 
Like Wilkes, be was hideously ugly ; like Wilkes, he made a jest of his 
own ugliness ; and, like Whlke.s, he was, in spite of his ugliness, very 
attentive to his dress, and very successful in affairs of gallantry. 

Resembling Wilkes in the lower and grosser parts of his character, he 
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had, in his higher qualities, some affinity to Chadum* His eloqu^ce, as 
far as we can judge of it, bore no inconsiderable resemblance to that 
the great English minister, He was not eminently successful in long set 
speeches. He was not, on the other hand, a close and ready debater. 
Sudden bursts, which seemed to be the effect of inspiration-short sen- 
tences which came like lightning, dazzling, buming, striking down 
everything before them— sentences which, spoken at critical moments, 
decided the fate of great questions — sentences which at once became 
proverbs— sentences which everybody still knows by heart— in these 
chiefly lay the oratorical power both of Chatham and of Mirabeau, 
There have been far greater speakers, and far greater statesmen, than 
either of them ; but we doubt whether any men have, in modem times, 
exercised such vast personal influence over stormy and divided assemblies. 
The power of both was as much moral as intellectual. In true dignity 
of character, in private and public virtue, it may seem absurd to institilte 
any comparison between them ; but they had the same haughtiness and 
vehemence of temper. In their language and manner there was a dis« 
(lainful self-confidence, an imperiousness, a fierceness of passion, before 
which all common minds quailed. Even Murray and Charles Townshend, 
though intellectually not inferior to Chatham, were always cowed by him. 
Barnave, in the same manner, though the best debater in the National 
Assembly, flinched before the energy of Mirabeau. Men, except in bad 
novels, are not all good or all evil. It can scarcely be denied that the 
virtue of Lord Chatham was a little theatrical. On the other hand there 
was in Mirabeau, not indeed anything deserving the name of virtue, but 
that imperfect substitute for virtue which is found in almost all superior 
minds,— a sensibility to the beautiful and the good, which sometimes 
amounted to sincere enthusiasm ; and which, mingled with the desire of 
admiration, sometimes gave to his character a lustre resembling the lustre 
of true goodness, —as the “ faded splendour wan which lingered round 
the fallen archangel resembled the exceeding brightness of those spirits 
w^o had kept their first estate. 

There are several other admirable portraits of eminent men in these 
Memoirs. That of Sieyes in particular, and that of Talleyrand, are 
master-pieces, full of life and expression. But nothing in the book has 
interested us more than the view which M. Dumont has presented to us, 
unostentatiously, and, we may say, unconsciously, of his own character. 
The sturdy rectitude, the large charity, the good-nature, the modesty, the 
independent spirit, the ardent philanthropy, the unaffected indifference to 
money and to fame, make up a character which, while it has nothing un- 
natural, seems to us to approach nearer to |)erfection than any of the 
Grandisons and Allworthys of fiction. The work is not indeed precisely 
^ch a work as we had anticipated— it is more lively, more picturesque, 
more amusing than we had promised ourselves ; and it is, on the other 
liand, less profound and philosophic. But, if it is not, in all respects, 
sucli as might have* been expected from the intellect of M. Dumont, it is 
assuredly such as might have been expected from his heart 
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Mtftfmres de Bertrand Barhv : public par MM. Hippolyte Carnot, Membre de 
la Chambre cks I>^put^s» et David d’ Angers, Membre <ie I’lnstitut : prdc^des 
d'une Notice HLstorlque par H. Carnot. 4 tomes. Paris ; 1843. 

This book has more than one title to our serious attention. It is an appeal, 
solemnly made to posterity by a man who played a conspicuous part in 
great events, and who represents himself as deeply aggrieved by the rash 
and malevolent censure of his contemporaries. To such an appeal we 
shall always give ready audience. We can perform no duty more useful to 
society, or more agreeable to our own feelings, than that of making, as 
far as our power extends, reparation to the slandered and j^ersecuted 
benefactors of mankind. We therefore promptly took into our consider- 
ation this copious apology for the life of Bertrand Barere. We have made 
up our minds ; and we now purpose to do him, by the blessing of God, 
full and signal justice. It is to be observed that the appellant in this 
case does not come into court alone. He is attended to the bar of public 
opinion by two compurgators who occupy highly honourable stations. 
One of these is M. David of Angers, member of the institute, an eminent 
sculptor, and, if we have been rightly informed, a favourite pupil, though 
not a kinsman, of the painter who bore the same name. The other, to 
whom we owe the biograjdiical preface, is M. Hippolyte Carnot, member 
of the Chamber of Deputies, and son of the celebrated Director. In the 
judgment, of M. David and of M. Hippolyte Carnot, Barere was a deserv- 
ing and an ill-used man — a man who, though by no means faultless, m^t 
yet, when due allowance is made for the force of circumstances and the 
infirmity of human nature, be considered as on the whole entitled to our 
esteem. It will be for the public to determine, after a full hearing, 
whether the editors have, by thus connecting their names with that of 
Barere, raised his character or lowered their own. 

We are not conscious that, when we opened this book, we were under 
the influence of any feeling likely to pervert our judgment. Undoubtedly 
we had long entertained a most unfavourable opinion of Barere : but to 
this opinion we were not tied by any passion or by any interest. Our 
dislike was a reasonable dislike, and might have been removed by reason. 
Indeed our expectation was, that these Memoirs would in some measure 
clear Harare's fame. That he could vindicate himself from all the charges 
which had been brought against him, we knew to l)e impossible ; and his 
editors admit that he has not done so. But we thought it highly prob- 
able that some grave accusations would be refuted, and that many 
offences to which he would have been forced to plead guilty would be 
greatly extenuated. We were not disposed to be severe. We were fully 
aware that temptations such as those to which the members of the Con- 
vention and of the Committee of Public Safety were exposed must try 
severely the strength of the firmest virtue. Indeed our inclination has 
always been to regard with an indu^nce, which to some rigid moralists 
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Appear^ excessive, those faults into which gentle and noble spirits are 
sometimes hurried by the excitement of conflict, by the maddening influ- 
ence of sympathy, and by ill-regulated zeal for a public cause. 

With such feelings we read this book, and compared it with other 
accounts of the events in which Bar^re bore a part. It is now our duty 
to express the opinion to which this investigation has led us. 

Our opinion then is this : that Harare approached nearer than any 
person mentioned in history or fiction, whether man or devil, to the idea 
of consummate and universal depravity. In him the qualities which are 
the proper objects of hatred, and the qualities which are the proper 
objects of contempt, preserve an exquisite and absolute harmony. In 
almost every particular sort of wickedness he has had rivals. His sen- 
suality was immoderate ; but this was a failing common to him with many 
great and amiable mefT. There have been many men as cowardly as he, 
some as cruel, a few as mean, a few as impudent. There may also have 
been as great liars, though we never met with them or read of them. 
But when we put everything together, sensuality, poltroonery, baseness, 
effrontery, mendacity, barbarity, the result is something which in a novel 
we should condemn as caricature, and to which, we venture to say, no 
parallel can be found in history. 

It would be grossly unjust, we acknowledge, to try a man situated as 
Barere was by a severe standard. Nor have we done so. We have 
formed our opinion of him, by comparing him, not with politicians of 
stainless character, not with Chancellor D’Aguesseau, or General Wash- 
ington, or Mr Wilberforce, or Earl Grey, -but with his own colleagues of 
the Mountain. That party included a considerable number of the worst 
men that ever lived \ but we see in it nothing like Bart^e. Compared 
with him, Fouche seems honest ; Billaud seems Immane ; Hebert seems 
to rise into dignity. Every other chief of a party, says M. Hippolyte 
Carnot, has found apologists : one set of men exalts the Girondists ; 
another set justifies Danton ; a third deifies Robespierre : but Harare has 
remained without a defender. We venture to suggest a very simple solu- 
tion of this phenomenon. All the other chiefs of parties had some good 
qualities ; and Barere had none. The genius, courage, patriotism, and 
humanity of the (jirondist statesmen more than atoned for what was culp- 
able in their conduct, and should have protected them from the insult 
of being compared with such a thing as Barere. Danton and Robespierre 
were indeed bad men ; but in both of them some important parts of the 
mind remained sound, Danton was brave and resolute, fond of pleasure, 
of power, and of distinction, with vehement passions, with lax principles, 
but with some kind and manly feelings, capable of great crimes, but capable 
also of friendship and of compassion. He, therefore, naturally finds ad- 
mirers among persons of bold and sanguine dispositions. Robespierre 
was a vain, envious, and suspicious man, with a hard heart, weak nerves, 
and a gloomy temper. But we cannot with tnith deny that he was, in 
the vulgar sense of the word, disinterested, that his private life was cor- 
rect, or that he was sincerely zealous for his own system of politics and 
morals. He, therefore, naturally finds admirers among honest but 
moody and bitter democrats. If no class has taken the reputation of 
Barere under its patronage, the reason is plain : Barere had not a single 
virtue, nor even the semblance of one. 

It is true that he was not, as far 2 & we are able to judge, originally 
of a savage disposition ; but this circumstance seems to us only to 
aggravate his guilt. There are some unhappy men constitutionally prone 



to the darker passions^ men all whose blood is gall, and 
bitter words and harsh actions are as natural as snarling and Biting to 
a ferocious dog. To come into the world with this wretched mental 
disease is a greater calamity than to be bom blind or deaf. A man 
who, having such a temper, keeps it in subjection, and constrains him- 
self to behave habitually with justice and humanity towards those who 
are in his power, seems to us worthy of the highest admiration. There 
have been instances of this self-command ; and they are among the 
most signal triumphs of philosophy and religion. On the other hand, 
a man who, having been blessed by nature with a bland disposition, 
gradually brings himself to inflict misery on his fellow-creatures with in- 
difftrence, with satisfaction, and at length with a hideous rapture, deserves 
to be regarded as a portent of wickedness ; and such a man was Barere. 
The history of his downward progress is full of instruction. Weakness, 
cowardice, and fickleness were born with him ; the best quality which he 
received from nature was a good temper. These, it is true, are not very 
promising materials ; yet, out of materials as unpromising, high senti- 
ments of piety and of honour have sometimes made martyrs and heroes. 
Rigid principles often do for feeble minds what stays do for feeble bodies. 
But Barere had no principles at all. His cliaracter was equally destitute 
of natural and of acquired strength. Neither in the commerce of life, nor 
in books, did we ever become acquainted with any mind so unstable, so 
utterly destitute of tone, so incapable of independent thought and earnest 
preference, so ready to take impressions and so ready to lose them. He 
resembled those creepers which must lean on something, and which, as 
soon as their prop is removed, fall down in utter helplessness. He could 
no more stand up, erect and self-supported, in any cause, than the ivy 
can rear itself like the oak, or the wild vine shoot to heaven like the 
cedar of Lebanon. It is barely possible that, under good guidance and 
in favourable circumstances, such a man might have slipped through life 
without discredit. But the unseaworthy craft, wliich even in still water 
would have been in danger of going down from its own rottenness, 
v;as launched on a raging ocean, amidst a storm in which a whole 
armada of gallant ships was cast away. The weakest and most servile 
of human beings found himself on a sudden an actor in a Revolution 
which convulsed the whole civilised world. At fii'st he fell under the 
influence of humane and moderate men, and talked the language of 
humanity and moderation. But he soon found himself surrounded by 
fierce and resolute spirits, scared by no danger and restrained by no 
scruple. He had to choose whether he would be their victim or their 
accomplice. His choice was soon made. He tasted blood, and felt no 
loathing ; he tasted it again, and liked it Avell. Cruelty became with him, 
first a habit, then a passion, at last a madness. So complete and rapid 
was the degeneracy of his nature, that within a very few months after the 
time when he had passed for a good-natured man, he had brought himself 
to look on the despair and misery of his fellow' creatures with a glee 
resembling that of the fiends w’hom Dante saw watching the pool of seeth- 
ing pitch in Malebolge. He had many associates in guilt ; but he 
distinguished himself from them all by the Bacchanalian exultation w’hich 
he seemed to feel in the work of death. He was drunk with innocent 
and noble blood, laughed and shouted as he butchered, and howled 
strange songs and reeled in strange dances amidst the carnage. Then 
came a sudden and violent turn of fortune. The miserable man ^as 
hurled down from the height of pow'cr to hopeless ruin and infamy. The 
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sobered him at once, The fumes of his horrible intoxicatkm 
passed away. But he was now so irrecovtind)ly depraved that the disci- 
pline of adversity only drove him further into wickedness. Ferocious 
vices, of which he had never been suspected, had been developed in him 
by power. Another class of vices, less hateful perhaps, but more despic- 
able, was now developed in him by poverty and disgrace. Having 
appalled the whole world by great crimes perpetrated under the pretence 
of zeal for liberty, he became the meanest of all the tools of despotism. 
It is not easy to settle the order of precedence among his vices, but we 
are inclined to think that his baseness was, on the whole, a rarer and 
more marvellous thing than his cmelty. 

This is the view which we have long taken of Bar^re’s character ; but, 
till we read these Memoirs, we held our opinion with the diffidence 
which becomes a judge who has only heard one side. The case seemed 
strong, and in parts unanswerable : yet we did not know what the accused 
party might have to say for himself ; and, not being much inclined to take 
our fellow-creatures either for angels of light or for angels of darkness, we 
could not but feel some suspicion tliat his offences had been exaggerated. 
That suspicion is now at an end. The vindication is before us. It 
occupies four volumes. It was the work of forty years. It would be 
absurd to .suppose that it does not refute every serious charge which 
admitted of refutation. How many serious charges, then, are here 
refuted ? Not a single one. Most of the imputations which have been 
thrown on Barere he does not even notice. In such cases, of course, 
judgment must go against him by default. The fact is, that nothing can 
be more meagre and uninteresting than his account of the great public 
transactions in which he was engaged. He gives us hardly a word of 
new information respecting the proceedings of the Committee of Public 
Safety ; and, by way of compensation, tells us long stories about things 
which happened before he emerged from obscurity, and after he had 
again sunk into it. Nor is this the worst. As soon as he ceases to write 
trifles, he l)egins to write lies ; and such lies ! A man who has never 
been within the tropics does not know what a thunderstorm means ; a 
man who has never looked on Niagara has but a faint idea of a cataract ; 
and he who has not read Barere’s Memoirs may be said not to know 
what it is to lie. Among the numerous classes which make up the great 
genus Mendacium^ the Meiidacmm Vasconicumy or (lascon lie, has, during 
some centuries, been highly esteemed as peculiarly circumstantial and 
peculiarly impudent ; and, among the Mendacia Vasconicay the Men- 
daciuvi Barerianum is, without doubt, the fine.st .species. It is indeed a 
superb variety, and quite throws into the shatle some Mendacia which we 
were used to regard with admiration. The Mendacium Wraxallianumy 
for example, though by no means to be despised, will not sustain the 
comparison for a moment. Seriously, we think that M. Hippolyte 
Carnot is much to blame in this matter. We can hafdly suppose him to be 
worse read than ourselves in the history of the Convention, a history which 
must interest him deeply, not only as a Frenchman, but also as a son. 
He must, therefore, be perfectly aware that many of the most important 
statements which these volumes contain are falsehoods, such as Corneille’s 
Dorante, or Molifere’s Scapin, or Colin d’Harleville’s Monsieur de Crac 
would have been ashamed to utter. We are far, indeed, from holding 
M. Hippolyte Carnot answerable for Bar^re’s want of veracity ; but M. 
Hippolyte Carnot has arranged these Memoirs, has introduced them to 
the world by a laudatory preface, has described them as documents of 
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great histbrical value, and has illustrated them by notesv We cannot but 
think that, by acting thus» he contmeted some obligations of which he 
does not seem to have been at all aware ; and that he ought not to have 
suffered any monstrous fiction to go forth under the sanction of his name, 
without adding a line at the foot of the page for the purpose of cautioning 
the reader. 

We will content ourselves at present with pointing out two instances of 
Barere’s wilful and deliberate mendacity ; namely, his account of the 
death of Marie Antoinette, and his account of the death of the Girondists. 
His account of the death of Marie Antoinette is as follows : — “ Robes- 
pierre in his turn proposed that the members of the Capet family should 
be banishe<i, and that Marie Antoinette should be brought to trial before 
the Revolutionary TribunaL He would have been better employed in 
concerting military measures which might have repaired our disasters in 
Belgium, and might have arrested the progress of the enemies of the 
Revolution in the west.” — (Vol. ii. p. 312.) 

Now, it is notorious that Marie Antoinette was sent before the Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal, not at Rol)espierre’s instance, but in direct opposition to 
Robespierre’s wishes. We will cite a single authority, which is quite deci- 
sive. Bonaparte, who had no conceivable motive to disguise the truth, who 
had the best opportunities of knowing the truth, and who, after his marriage 
with the Archduchess, naturally felt an interest in the fate of his wife’s 
kinswomen, distinctly affirmed that Rol^espierre opposed the trying of the 
Queen.* Wlio, then, was the person who really did propose that the Capet 
family should be banished, and that Marie Antoinette should be tried ? 
Full information will Vm found in the Monilmr.f From that valuable 
record it appears that, on the first of August 1793, an orator, deputed by 
the Committee of Pul»lic Safety, addressed the Convention in a long and 
elaborate discourse. He asked, in passionate language, how it happened 
that the enemies of the Republic still continued to hope for success. “ Is 
it,” he cried, “because we have too long forgotten the, crimes of the 
Austrian woman? Is it because we have shown so strange an indulgence 
to the race of our ancient tyrants? It is time that this unwise apathy 
should cease ; it is time to extii*pate from the soil of the Republic the 
last roots of royalty. As for the children of Louis the conspirator, they 
are hostages for the Republic. 'Phe charge of their maintenance shall 
he reduced to what is necessary for the food and keep of two individuals. 
The public treasure shall no longer be lavished on creatures who have 
too long been considered as privileged. But behind them lurks a woman 
who has been the cause of all the disasters of France, and whose share hi 
every project a<lverse to the revolution has long l)een known. National 
justice claims its rights over her. It i.s to the tribunal appointed for the 
trial of conspirators that she ought to be sent. It is only by striking the 
Austrian woman that you can make Francis and George, Charles and 
William, sensible of the crimes which their ministers and their armies 
have committed.” The speaker concluded by moving that Marie An- 
toinette should l>e brought to judgment, and should, for that end, be forth- 
with transferred to the Conciergerie ; and that all the members of the 
house of Capet, with the exception of those who were under the sword of 
the law, and of the two children of Louis, should be banished from the 
French territory. The motion wa.s carried without debate. 

Now, who was the person who made this speech and this motion? It 

* O’Meara’s Voice from St Helena^ ii. 170. 
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was Barere himself. It is clear, then, that Bar^re attributed his own 
mean insolence and barbarity to one who, whatever his crimes may have 
been, was in this matter innocent. The only question remaining is, 
whether Barere was misled by his memory, or wrote a deliberate felse- 
hood. 

We are convinced that he wrote a deliberate falsehood. His memory 
is described by his editors as remarkably good, and must have been bad 
indeed if he could not remember such a fact as this. It is true that the 
number of murders in which he subsequently bore a part was so great that 
he might well confound one with another, that he might well forget what 
part of the daily hecatomb was consigned to death by himself, and what 
part by his colleagues. But two circumstances make it quite incredible 
that the share which he took in the death of Marie Antoinette should 
have escaped his recollection. She was one of his earliest victims. She 
was one of his most illustrious victims. The most hardened assassin 
remembers the first time that he shed blood ; and the widow of Louis 
was no ordinary sufferer. If the question had been about some milliner, 
butchered for hiding in her garret her brother who had let drop a word 
against the Jacobin Club — if the question had been about some old nun, 
dragged to death for having mumbled what were called fanatical words 
over her beads — Barere’s memory might well have deceived him. It 
^would be as unreasonable to expect him to remember all the wretches 
whom he slew as all the pinches of snuff that he took. But, though 
Barere murdered many hundreds of human beings, he muidered only one 
Queen. That he, a small country lawyer, who, a few years l^efore, 
would have thought himself honoured by a glance or a word from the 
daughter of so many Caesars, should call her the Austrian woman, should 
send her from jail to jail, should deliver her over to the executioner, was 
surely a great event in his life. Whether he had reason to be proud of 
it or ashamed of it, is a question on which we may perhaps differ from 
his editors ; but they will admit, we think, that he could not have 
forgotten it. 

We, therefore, confidently charge Barere with having written a delibe- 
rate falsehood ; and we have no hesitation in saying that we never, in the 
course of any historical researches that we have happened to make, fell 
in with a falsehood so audacious, except only the falsehood which we are 
about to expose. 

Of the proceeding against the Oirondists, Barere speaks with just seve 
rity. He calls it an atrocious injustice perpetrated against the legislator 
of the republic. He complains that distinguished deputies, who ough 
to have been readmitted to their seats in the Convention, were .sent to th< 
scaffold as conspirators. The day, he exclaims, was a day of mourninj 
for France. It mutilated the national representation ; it weakened th 
sacred principle, that the delegates of the people were inviolable. H 
protests that he had no share in the guilt. “ I have had,'’ he says, “ th 
patience to go through the Moniteur, extracting all the charges brough 
against deputies, and all the decrees for arresting and impeaching depi 
ties. Nowhere will you find ray name. I never brought a charge againj 
any of my colleagues, or made a report against any, or drew up an in 
peach ment against any.”* 

Now, we affirm that this is a lie. We affirm that Barere himself too 
the lead in the proceedings of the Convention against the Girondists. 


* Vol. ii. 407. 
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affirm that he, on the twenty-eighth of July 1793, proposed a decree for 
bringing nine Girondist deputies to trial, and for putting to death sixteen 
other Girondist deputies without any trial at all. We affirm that, when 
the accused deputies had been brought to trial, and when some apprehen- 
sion arose that their eloquence might produce an effect even on the 
Revolutionary Tribunal, Barere did, on the 8th of Bruinaire, second a 
motion for a decree authorising the tribunal to decide without hearing out 
the defence ; and, for the truth of every one of these things so affirmed 
by us, we appeal to the very Moniteur to which Barere has dared to 
appeal.* 

What M. Hippolyte Ca»*not, knowing, as he must know, that this book 
contains such falsehoods as those which we have exposed, can have 
meant, when he described it as a valuable addition to our stock of histo- 
rical information, passes our comprehension. When a man is not ashamed 
to tell lies about events which took place before hundreds of witnesses, 
and which are recorded in well-known and accessible lx)oks, what credit 
can we give to his account of things done in corners ? No historian who 
does not wish to be laughed at will ever cite the unsupported authority 
of Barere as sufficient to prove any fact whatever. The only thing, as 
far as we can see, on which these volumes throw any light, is the exceed- 
ing baseness of the author. 

So much for the veracity of the Memoirs. In a literary point of view, 
they are beneath criticism, 'hhey are as shallow, flippant, and affected, 
as Bargee’s oratory in the Convention. They are also, what his oratory 
in the Convention was not, utterly insipid. In fact, they are the mere 
dregs and rinsings of a bottle of which even the first froth was but of very 
questionable flavour. 

We will now try to present our readers with a sketch of this man’s life. 
We .shall, of course, make very sparing use indeed of his own Memoirs ; 
and never without distrust, except where they are confirmed by other 
evidence. 

Bertrand Barere was born in the year 1755, at Tarbes in Gascony. 
His father was the proprietor of a small estate at Vieuzac, in the beauti- 
ful vale of Argel^s. Bertrand always loved to be called Barere de 
Vieuzac, and flattered himself with the hope that, by the help of this feudal 
addition to his name, he might pass for a gentleman. He was educated 
for the bar at 'foulouse, the seat of one of tlie most celebrated parliaments 
of the kingdom, practised as an advocate with considerable success, and 
wrote some small pieces, w'hich he sent to the principal literaiy societies 
in the south of France. Among provincial towns, Toulouse seems to 
have been remarkably rich in indifferent versifiers and critics. It gloried 
especially in one venerable institution, called the Academy of the Floral 
Games. This body held every year a grand meeting which was a subject 
of intense interest to the whole city, and at which flowers of gold and 
silver were given as prizes for otles, for idyls, and for something that was 
called eloquence. These bounties produced of course the ordinary effect 
of bounties, and turned people who might have been thriving attorneys 
and useful ajxithecaries into small wits and bad poets. Barere does not 
appear to have been so lucky as to obtain any of these precious flowers ; 
hut one of his performances was mentioned with honour. At Montauban 
he was more fortunate. I'he academy of that town bestowed on him 
several prizes, one for a panegyric on l.ouis the Tw^elfth, in which the 
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blessings of monarchy and the loyalty of the ‘French nation were set 
forth ; and another for a panegyric on poor Franc de Pompignan, in 
which, as may easily be supposed, the philosophy of the eighteenth 
century was sharply assailed. Then Bar^re found an old stone inscribed 
with three Latin words, and wrote a dissertation upon it, which procured 
him a seat in a learned Assembly, called the Toulouse Academy of 
Sciences, Inscriptions, and Polite Literature. At length the doors of 
the Academy of the Floral Games were opened to so much merit. 
Barere, in his thirty-third year, took his seat as one of that illustrious 
brotherhood, and made an inaugural oration which was greatly admired. 
He apologises for recounting these triumphs of his youthful genius. We 
own that we cannot blame him for tlwelling long on the least disgraceful 
portion of his existence. To send in declamations for prizes offered by 
provincial academies is indeed no very useful or dignified employment 
for a bearded man ; but it would have been well if Barere had always 
been so employed. 

In 1 785 he married a young lady of considerable fortune. Wliether she 
was in other respects (jualified to make a home happy, is a point respect- 
ing which vve are imperfectly informed. In a little work, entitled 
Melancholy Pages, which was written in 1 797, Barere avers that his 
marriage was one of mere convenience, that at the altar his heart was 
heavy with sorrowful forebodings, that he turned pale as he pronounced 
the solemn “Yes,” that unbidden tears rolled down his cheeks, that his 
mother shared his presentiment, and that the evil omen was accom- 
plished. “My marriage,” he says, “was one of the most unhappy of 
marriages.” So romantic a tale, told by so noted a liar, did not command 
our belief. We were, therefore, not much surprisc<l to discover that, in 
his Memoirs, he calls his wife a most amiable woman, and declares that, 
after he had been united to her six years, he found her as amiable as ever. 
He complains, indeed, that she was too much attached to royalty and to 
^he old superstition ; but he assures us that his respect for her virtues in- 
duced him to tolerate her prejudices. Now Barere, at the time of his 
marriage, was himself a Royalist and a Catholic. He had gained one 
prize by flattering the Throne, and another by defending the Church. It 
is hardly possible, therefore, that disputes about politics or religion should 
have embittered his domestic life till some time after he became a husband. 
Our own guess is, that his wife was, as he says, a virtuous and amiable 
woman, and that she did her best to make him hapj^y during some years. 
It seems clear that, when circumstances developed the latent atrocity of 
his character, she could no longer endure him, refused to see him, mid 
sent back his letters unopened. Then it was, we imagine, that he in- 
vented the fable about his distress on his wedding day. 

In 1 788 Barere paid his first visit to Baris, attended reviews, heard Laharpe 
at the Lycaeum, and Condorcet at the Academy of Sciences, stared at tne 
envoys ofTippoo Sahib, saw the Royal Family dine at Versailles, and kept a 
journal in which he noted down adventures and speculations. Some parts of 
this journal are printed in the first volume of the work before us, and are 
certainly mo.st characteristic. The worst vices of the writer had not yet 
shown themselves ; but the weakness which was the parent of those vices 
appears in every line. Hl« levity, his inconsistency, his servility, were 
already what they were to the last. All his opinions, all his feelings, spin 
round and round like a weathercock in a whirlwind. Nay, the very im- 
jnessions which he receives through his senses are not the same two days 
together. He secs Ixmis the Sixteenth, and is so much blinded by loyalty 
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as to find his Majesty handsome. “ 1 fixed my eyes/* he says, ** with a 
lively curiosity on his fine countenance, which I thought open and noble.’* 
The next time that the king appears all is altered. II is Majesty’s eyes 
are without the smallest expre.ssion ; he has a vulgar laugh which seems 
like idiocy, an ignoble figure, an awkward gait, and the look of a big boy 
ill brought up. It is the same with more important questions. Bar6rc 
is for the parliaments on the Monday and against the parliaments on the 
Tuesday, for feitdality in the morning and against feuitility in the after- 
noon. One day he admires the English constitution ; then he shudders 
to think that, in the struggles by which that constitution had l)een obtained, 
the barbarous islanders had murdered a king, and gives the preference to 
the constitution of Beam. Bearn, he says, has a sublime constitution, a 
lieautiful constitution. There the nobility and clergy meet in one house, 
and the Commons in another. If the houses differ, the King has the 
casting vote. A few weeks later we find him raving against the prin- 
ciples of this sublime and beautiful constitution. To admit deputies of the 
nobility and clergy into the legislature is, he says, neither more nor les^s 
than to admit enemies of the nation into the legislature. 

In this stale of mind, without one settled puiqx>se or opinion, the slave 
of the last word, royalist, aristocrat, democrat, according to the prevailing 
sentiment of the coffee-house or drawing-room into which he had just 
looked, did Baiere enter into public life. The States-Geneial had been 
summoned. Barere went down to his own province, was there elected 
one of the representatives of the 'rhiixl Estate, and returned to Paris 
in May 1789. 

A great crisis, often predicted, had at last arrived. In no country, we 
conceive, have intellectual freedom and political servitude existed together 
so long as in France, during the seventy or eighty years which j)receded 
the last convocation of the Cnlei*s. Ancient abuses an<l new theories 
nourished in equal vigour side by side. The {people, having no constitu- 
tional means of checking even the most flagitious misgovernment, were 
indemnified for oppression by being suffered to luxuriate in anarchical 
speculation, and to deny or ri<licule every principle on wliich the institu- 
tions of tlie State reposed. Neither those who attribute the downfall of 
the old French institutions to the public grievances, nor those who attri- 
bute it to the cloctrinoo of the philosophers, appear to us to have taken 
into their view more than one half of the subject. Grievances as heavy have 
often been endured without producinga I'evolution ; doctrines as bold have 
often been propounded without producing a revolution. The question, 
wlietlier the French nation was alienated from its old }x>lity by the follies 
and vices of the Viziers and Sultanas who piilagc<l and disgraced it, or Ijy 
the writings of Voltaire and Rousseau, seems to us as idle as the question/ 
whether it was fire or gunpowder that blew up tlie mills at Hounslow. 
Neither cause would have sufficed alone. I'yranny may last through ages 
where discussion is suppressed. Discussion may safely lx; left free by rulers 
who act on popular principles. But combine a press like that of London 
with a government like that of St Tetersburg ; and the inevitable effect 
will be an explosion that will shake the wond. So it was in France. 

1 lespotism and License, mingling in unblessed union, engendered that 
mighty Revolution in which the lineaments of both parents were strangely 
blended. I'he long gestation was accomplished ; and Europe saw, with 
mixed hope and terror, that agonising travail and that portentous birth. 

Among the crowd oflcgislators which at this conjuncture poured from 
all the pix>vinces of France into Paris, Barere made no contemptible 
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figure. The opinions which he for the moment professed were popular, 
yet not extreme, llis character was fair ; his personal advantages are 
said to have been considerable ; a^, from the portrait which is prefixed 
to these Memoirs, and which reprints him as he appeared in the Con- 
vention, we should judge that his features must have been strikingly 
handsome, though we think that we can read in them cowardice and 
meanness very legibly written by the hand of God. His conversation 
was lively and easy ; his manners remarkably good for a country lawyer. 
Women of rank and wit said that he was the only man who, on his first 
arrival from a remote province, had that indescribable air which it was 
supposed that Paris alone could give. His eloquence, indeed, was by no 
means so much admired in the capital as it had been by the ingenious 
academicians of Montauban and Toulouse. His style was thought very 
bad ; and very bad, if a foreigner may venture to judge, it continued to 
the last. It would, however, be unjust to deny that he had some talents 
for speaking and writing. His rhetoric, though deformed by every 
imaginable fault of taste, from bombast down to buffoonery, was not 
wholly without force and vivacity. He had also one quality which, in 
active life, often gives fourth-rate men an advantage over first rate men. 
Whatever he could do, he could do without effort, at any moment, in any 
abundance, and on any side of any question. There was, indeed, a perfect 
harmony between his moral character and his intellectual character. His 
temper was that of a slave ; his abilities were exactly those which qualified 
him to be a useful slave. Of thinking to purpose, he was utterly incap- 
able ; but he had wonderful readiness in arranging and expressing 
thoughts furnished by others. 

In the National Assembly he had no opportunity of displaying the full 
extent either of his talents or of his vices. He was iiKleed eclipsed by much 
abler men. He went, as was his habit, with the stream, spoke occasionally 
with some success, and edited a journal called the Point du Jonr^ in 
which the debates of the Assembly were reported. 

He at first ranked by no means among the violent reformci's. He was 
not friendly to that new division of the Prench territory wliich was among 
the most important changes introduced by the Revolution, and was 
especially unwilling to see his native province dismembered. He was 
entrusted with the task of framing Reiwrts on the Woods and Forests. 
Louis was exceedingly anxious about this matter *, for his majesty was a 
keen S|>ortsman, and would much rather have gone without the Veto, or 
the prerogative of making peace and war, than without his hunting and 
.shooting. Gentlemen of the royal household were sent to Barere, in order 
to intercede for the deer and pheasants. Nor was tins intercession 
unsuccessful. 'Phe reports were .so drawn that Barere was afterwards 
accused of having dishonestly .sacrificed the interests of the public to the 
tastes of the court. To one of these reports he had the inconceivable 
folly and bad taste to prefix a punning motto from Virgil, fit only for such 
essays as he had been in the habit of composing for the Floral Games — 

“ Si canimus sylvas, sylvcc sint Consule dignm.” 

This literary foppery was one of the few things in which he was consistent. 
Royalist or Girondist, Jacobin or Imperialist, he was always a 'Piissotin. 

As the monarchical party l)ecamc weaker and weaker, Barei-e gradually 
estranged himself more and more from it, and drew closer and closer to 
the republicans. It would seem that, during this transition, he was for a 
time closely connected with the family of Orleans. It is certain that he 
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was entrusted with the guardianship of the celebrated Pamela, afterwards 
Lady Edward Fitzgerald ; and it was asserted that he received during 
some years a pension of twelve thousand francs from the Palais Royal. 

At the end of September 1791, the lalx)urs of the National Assembly 
terminated, and those of the first and last Legislative Assembly com- 
menced. 

It had been enacted that no member of the National Assembly should 
sit in the l^egislative Assembly ; a preposterous and mischievous regula- 
tion, to which the disasters which followed must in part be ascribed. In 
England, what would be thought of a Parliament which did not contain one 
single person who had ever sat in parliament before ? Yet it may safely be 
affirmed that the number of Englishmen who, never having taken any 
share in public affairs, are yet well qualified, by knowledge and observa- 
tion, to be members of the legislature is at least a hundred times as great 
as the number of Frenchmen who were so qualified in 1791. How, in- 
deed, should it have been otherwise ? In England, centuries of representa- 
tive government have made all educated people in some measure statesmen. 
In France tlie National Assembly had probably been composed of as good 
materials as were then to be found. It had undoubtedly removed a vast 
mass of abuses ; some of its memliers had read and thought much about 
theories of government ; and others had shown great oratorical talents. 
But that kind of skill which is required for the constructing, launching, 
and steering of a polity was lamentably wanting ; for it is a kind of skill 
to which practice contributes more than books. Books are indeed useful 
to the politician, as they are useful to the navigator and to the surgeon. 
But the real navigator is formed on the waves ; the real surgeon is formed 
at bedsides ; and the conflicts of free states are the real school of consti- 
tutional statesmen. The National Assembly had, however, now served 
an apprenticeship of two laborious and eventful years. It had, indeed, 
by no means finished its education ; but it was no longer, as on the day 
when it met, altogether rude to political functions. Its later proceedings 
contain abundant proof that the members had profited by their experi- 
ence. Beyond all doubt there was not in France any equal number ol 
persons possessing in an equal degree the qualities necessary for the judi- 
cious direction of public affairs ; and, just at this moment, these legisla- 
tors, misled by a childish wish to display their own disinterestedness, 
deserted the duties wdiich they had half learned, and which nobody else 
had learned at all, and left their hall to a second crowd of novices, who 
had still to master the first rudiments of jx)litical business. When Barere 
wrote his Memoirs, the absurdity of this self-denying ordinance had been 
proved by events, and was, w^e believe, acknowledged by all parties. He 
accordingly, with his usual mendacity, speaks of it in terms implying that 
he had opposed it. 'Fhere was, he tells us, no good citizen who did not 
regret this fatal vote. Nay, all wise men, he says, wished the National 
Assembly to continue its sittings as the first Legislative Assembly. But 
no attention was paid to the wishes of the enlightened friends of liberty ; 
and the generous but fatal suicide was perj)ctrated. Now the fact is, 
that Barere, far from opposing this ill-advised measure, w^as^one of those 
wlio most eagerly supported it ; that he described it from tlie tribune as 
wi.se and magnanimous ; that he assigned, as his reasons for taking this 
view, some of those phrases in which orators of his class delight, and 
which, on all men who have the smallest insight into politics, pro- 
duce an effect very similar to that of ipecacuanha. “ Those,” he said, 
“ who have framed a constitution for their country are, so to speak, out 
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of ihe pale of that social state of which they are the authors ; for creative 
power is not in the same sphere with that which it has created.’^ 

M. Hippolyte Carnot has noticed this untruth, and attributes it to mere 
forgetfulness. We leave it to him to reconcile his very charitable sup- 
position with what he elsewhere says of the remarkable excellence of 
Barere’s memory. 

Many members of the National Assembly were indemnified for the sacri- 
fice of legislative power by appointments in various departments of the 
public service. Of these fortunate persons Barere was one. A high 
Court of Appeal had just been instituted. This court was to sit at Paris ; 
but its jurisdiction was to extend over the whole realm \ and the depart- 
ments were to choose the judges. Barere was nominated by the depart- 
ment of the Upper Pyrenees, and took his seat in the Palace of Justice 
He asserts, and our readers may, if they choose, believe, that it was 
about this time in contemplation to make him Minister of the Interior, 
and that in order to avoid so grave a responsibility, he obtained permis- 
sion to pay a visit to his native place. It is certain that he left Paris 
early in the year 1792, and passed some months in the south of France. 

In the mean time, it became clear that the constitution of 1791 would 
not work. It was, indeed, not to be expected that a constitution new 
both in its principles and its details would at first work easily. Had the 
chief magistrate enjoyed the entire confidence of the people, had he |icr- 
formed his part with the utmost zeal, fidelity, and ability — had the repre- 
sentative body included all the wisest statesmen of France, the difficulties 
might still have been found insuj>ercd)le. But, in fact, the experiment 
was made under every disadvantage. The King, very naturally, hated 
the constitution. In the Legislative A.ssembly were men of genius ami 
men of good intentions, but not a single man of exi>erience. Neverthe- 
less, if h" ranee had been suffered to settle her own affairs without foreign 
interference, it is possible that the calamities which followed might have 
been averted. The King, who, with many good qualities, was sluggisli 
and sensual, n ight have found compensation for his lost prerogatives in 
his immense civil list, in his palaces and hunting grounds, in soups, 
Perigord pies, and champagne. The people, finding themselves secure 
in the enjoyment of the valuable reforms whicli the National Assembly 
had, in the midst of all its erroi*s, effected, would not have been easily 
excited by demagogues to acts of atrocity ; or, if acts of atrocity had 
been committed, those acts would probably have produced a speedy and 
violent reaction. Had tolerable quiet been preserved during a few years, 
the constitution of 1791 might ]>erhaps have taken root, migiit have 
gradually acquired the strength which time alone can give, and might, 
with some modifications which were undoubtedly needed, have la.sted 
down to the present time. The European coalition against the Revolu- 
tion extinguished all hope of such a result. 7 'he deposition of Louis 
was, in our opinion, the necessary consequence of that coalition. The 
question was now no longer, whether the King should have an absolute 
Veto or a susjjensive Veto, wbefh#»r there should be one chamber or two 
chambers, whether the memlx;rs of the representative body should he re 
eligible or not ; but whether France should belong to the French. The 
independence of the nation, the integrity of the territory, were at stake ; 
and we must say plainly that we cordially approve of the conduct of 
those Frenchmen who, at that conjuncture, resolved, like our own Blake, 
to play the men for their country, under whatever form of government 
their countiy might fall. 





It seems to us clear that the war with the Continental coalition was, 
3n the side of France, at first a defensive war, and therefore a Just war. 
It was not a war for small objects, or against despicable enemies. On 
the event were staked all the dearest interests of the French people. 
Foremost among the threatening powers appeared two great and martial 
monarchies, either of which, situated as France then was, might be 
regarded as a formidable assailant. It is evident that, under such cir- 
cumstances, the French could not, without extreme imprudence, entrust 
the supreme administration of their afiairs to any person whose attach- 
ment to the national cause admitted of doubt. Now, it is no reproach to 
the memory of Louis to say that he was not attached to the national 
cause. Had he been so, he would have l^een something more than man. 
He had held absolute | 30 wer, not by usurpation, but by the accident of 
birth, and by the ancient polity of the kingdom. That power he had, on 
the whole, used with lenity. He had meant well by his people. He had 
been willing to make to them, of his own mere motion, concessions such 
as scarcely any other sovereign has ever made except under duress. He 
had paid the penalty of faults not his own, of the haughtiness and ambi- 
tion of some of his predecessors, of the dissoluteness and baseness of 
others. He had been vanquished, taken captive, led in triumph, put in 
ward. He had esca\>ed ; he had been caught ; he had been dragged back 
like a runaway galley-slave to the oar. He was still a state prisoner. 
His quiet was broken by daily affronts and lampoons. Accustomed from 
the cradle to l^e treated with profound reverence, he was now forced to 
command his feelings, while men who, a few months l>efore, had been 
hackney writera or country attorneys, sat in his presence with covered 
heads, and addressed him in the easy tone of equality. Conscious of fait 
intentions, sensible of hard usage, he doubtless detested the Revolution *, 
and, while charged with the conduct of the war against the confederates, 
pined in secret for the sight of the Cerman eagles and the sound of the 
German drums. We do not blame him for this. But can we blame 
those who, being resolved to defend the work of the National Assembly 
against the interference of strangers, were not disposed to have him at 
their head in the fearful struggle which was approaching? We have 
nothing to say in defence or extenuation of the insolence, injustice, and 
cruelty with which, after the victory of the republicans, he and his 
family were treated. But this we say, that the French had only one 
alternative, to deprive him of the powers of first magistrate, or to ground 
their arms and submit patiently to foreign dictation. The events of the 
tenth of August sprang inevitably from the league of Pilnitz. The King’s 
palace was stormed ; his guards were slaughtered. He was suspended 
bom his regal functions ; and the Legislative Assembly invited the nation 
to elect an extraordinary Convention, with the full power.® which the 
conjuncture required. To this Convention the members of the National 
Assembly were eligilde ; and Harare was chosen by his own department. 

The Convention met on the 2ist of September 1 792. The first pro- 
ceedings were unanimous. Royalty was abolished by acclamation. No 
objections w’ere made to this great change ; and no reasons were assigned 
for it. For certainly we cannot honour with the name of reasons such 
apophthegms, as that kings are in the moral world wliat monstei*s are in 
the physical world ; and that the history of kings is the martyrology of 
nations. But, though the discussion was worthy only of a debating club 
of schoolboys, the resolution to which the Convention came seems to 
have been that which sound policy dictated. In saying this, we do not 
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mean to express an opinion that a republic is, either in the abstract the 
best form of government, or is, under ordinary circumstances, the form 
of government best suited to the French people. Our own opinion is, 
that the best governments which have ever existed in the world have 
been limited monarchies ; and that France, in particular, has never en- 
joyed so much prosperity and freedom as under a limited monarchy. 
Nevertheless, we approve of the vote of the Convention which abolished 
kingly government. The interference of foreign powers had brought on 
a crisis which made extraordinary measures necessary. Hereditary 
monarchy may be, and we believe that it is, a very useful institution in 
a country like France. And masts are very useful parts of a ship. But, 
if the ship is on her beam-ends, it may be necessary to cut the masts 
away. When once she has righted, she may come safe into port under 
jury rigging, and there be completely repaired. But, in the meantime, 
she must be hacked with unsparing hand, lest that which, under ordinary 
circumstances, is an essential part of her fabric should, in her extreme 
distress, sink her to the bottom. Even so there are political emer- 
gencies in which it is necessary that governments should mutilated of 
their fair proportions for a time, lest they be cast away for ever ; and with 
such an emergency the Convention had to deal. The first object of a 
good Frencliman should have been to save France from the fate of 
Poland. 'I'he first requisite of a government was entire devotion to the 
national cause. That requisite was wanting in Louis ; and such a want, 
at such a moment, could not be supplied by any public or private virtues. 
If the king were set aside, the abolition of kingship necessarily followed. 
In the state in which the public mind then was, it would have been idle 
to think of doing what our ancestors did in 1688, and what the French 
Chamber of Deputies did in 1830. Such an attempt would have failed 
amidst universal derision and execration. It would have disgusted all 
zealous men of all opinions ; and there were then few men who were not 
zealous. Parties fatigued by long conflict, and instructed by the severe 
discipline of that school in which alone mankind will learn, are disposed 
to listen to the voice of a mediator. But when they are in their first 
heady youth, devoid of exjxjrience, fresh for exertion, flushed with hope, 
burning with animosity, they agree only in spurning out of their way the 
daysman who strives to take his stand between them and to lay his hand 
upon them both. Such was in 1792 the .state of France. On one side 
was the great name of the heir of Hugh Catiet, the thirty-third king of 
the third race ; on the other .side was the great name of the republic. 
There was no rallying point save these two. It w'as necessary to make 
a choice ; and those, in our opinion, judged well who, waving for the 
moment all subordinate questions, preferred indejxindence to subjugation, 
and the natal soil to the emigrant camp. 

As to the abolition of royalty, and as to the vigorous prosecution of the 
war, the whole Convention seemed to be united as one man. But a deep 
and broad gulf separated the representative body into two great parties. 

On one side were those .statesmen who are called, from the name of 
the department which some of them represented, the Girondists, and, 
from the name of one of their most conspicuous leaders, the Brissotines. 
In activity and practical ability, Brissot and Gensonne were the most 
conspicuous among them. In parliamentary eloquence, no F renchman 
of that time can be considered as equal to Vergniaud. In a foreign 
country, and after the lapse of half a century, some parts of his speeches 
are still read with mournful admiration. No man, we are inclined to 
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believe, ever rose so rapidly to such a height of oratorical excellence. 
His whole public life lasted barely two years. This is a circumstance 
which distinguishes him from our own greatest speakers, Fox, Burke, 
Pitt, Sheridan, Windham, Canning. Which of these celebrated men 
would now be remembered as an orator, if he had died two years after he 
first took his seat in the House of Commons ? Condorcet lirought to the 
Girondist party a different kind of strength. The public regarded him 
with justice as an eminent mathematician, and, with less reason, as a 
great master of ethical and political science ; the philosophers considered 
him as their chief, as the rightful heir, by intellectual descent and by 
solemn adoption, of their deceased sovereign D’Alembert. In the same 
ranks were found Guadet, Isnard, Barbaroiix, Buzot, Louvet, too well 
known as the author of a very ingenious and very licentious romance, 
and more honourably distinguished by the generosity with which he 
pleaded for the unfortunate, and by the intrepidity with wdiich he defied 
the wicked and powerful. Two persons whose talents were not brilliant, 
Init who enjoyed a high reputation for probity and public spirit, Petion 
and Roland, lent the whole weight of their names to the Girondist con- 
nection. The wife of Roland brought to the deliberations of her husband’s 
friends masculine courage and force of thought, tempered by womanly 
grace and vivacity. Nor was the splendour of a great military reputation 
wanting to this celebrated party. Dumourier, then victorious over the 
foreign invaders, and at the height of popular favour, must be reckoned 
among the allies of the Gironde. 

'Phe errors of the Brissotines were undoubtedly neither few nor small ; 
but, when we fairly compare their conduct with the conduct of any other 
party which acted or suffered during the P'rench Revolution, we are forced 
to admit their superiority in every quality except that single quality which 
in such times prevails over every other, decision. They were zealous for 
the great social reform which had been effected by the National As- 
sembly ; and they were right. P'or, though that reform was, in some 
respects, carried too far, it was a ble.ssing well worth even the fearful 
jwice which has been paid for it. They were resolved to maintain the 
independence of their country against foreign invaders ; and they were 
right. P'or the heaviest of all yokes is the yoke of the stranger. They 
thought that, if Louis remained at their head, they could not carry on with 
the requisite energy the conflict against the European coalition. 'Phey 
therefore concurrecl in establishing a rcpul)lican government ; and here, 
again, they were right. Por, in tliat struggle for life and death, it would 
have been madness to trust a hostile or even a half hearted leader. 

Thus far they went along with the revolutionary movement. At tliis 
point they stopi^ed ; and, in our judgment, they were right in stopping, 
as they had been right in moving. P'or great ends, and under extra 
ordinary circumstances, they had concurred in measures which, together 
with much good, had necessarily produced much evil ; which liad un- 
settled the public mind ; which had taken away from government the 
sanction of prescription ; which had loosened tlie very foundations of 
property and law. I'hey thought that it was now their duty to prop 
what it had recently been their duty to batter. 'Phey loved liberty, but 
liberty associated with order, with justice, with mercy, and with civilisa- 
tion. 'Phey were republicans; but they were desirous to adorn their 
republic with all that had given grace and dignity to the fallen monarchy. 
They hoped that the humanity, the courtesy, the taste, which had done 
much in old times to mitigate the slavery of P' ranee, would now lend 
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additional charms to her freedom. They saw with horror crimes exceed- 
ing in atrocity those which had disgraced the infuriated religious factions 
of the sixteenth century, perpetrated in the name of reason and philan- 
thropy. They demanded, with eloquent vehemence, that the authors of 
the lawless massacre, which, just before the meeting of the Convention, 
had been committed in the prisons of Paris, should be brought to con- 
dign punishment. They treated with just contempt the pleas which have 
been set up for that great crime. They admitted that the public danger 
was pressing ; but they denied that it justified a violation of those prin- 
ciples of morality on which all society rests. I'he independence and 
honour of France were indeed to be vindicated, but to be vindicated by 
triumphs and not by murders. 

Opposed to the Girondists was a party which, having l)een long exe- 
crated throughout the civilised worla, has of late — such is the ebb and 
flow of opinion— found not only apologists, but even eulogists. We are 
not disposed to deny that some members of the Mountain were sincere 
and public spirited men. But even the best of them, Carnot, for example, 
and Gambon, were far too unscrupulous as to the means which they em- 
ployed for the purpose of attaining great ends. In the train of these 
enthusiasts followed a crowd, composed of all who, from sensual, sordid, 
or malignant motives, wished for a period of boundless license. 

When the Convention met, the majority was with the Girondists, and 
Barere was with the majority. On the King’s trial, indeed, he quitted 
the party with which he ordinarily acted, voted with the Mountain, and 
spoke against the prisoner with a violence such as few members even of 
the Mountain showed. 

The conduct of the leading Girondists on that occasion was little to 
their honour. Of cruelty, indeed, we fully acquit them ; but it is im])o.s- 
sible to acquit them of criminal irresolution and disingeniiousness. 'I'hey 
were far, indeed, from thirsting for the blood of l.ouis : on the contrary, 
they were most desirous to protect him. But they were afraid that, if 
they went straight forward to their object, the sincerity of their attach- 
ment to republican institutions would be suspected. They wished to save 
the King’s life, and yet to obtain all the credit of having been regicides. 
Accordingly, they traced out for them.selvcs a crooked course, by which 
they hoped to attain both their objects. 'I’hey first voted the King guilty. 
They then voted for referring the question respecting his fate to the whole 
body of the people. Defeated in this attempt to rescue him, they 
reluctantly, and with ill-suppressed shame arwl concern, voted for the 
capital sentence. Then they made a last attempt in his favour, and vote<l 
for respiting the execution. I’hese zigzag politics produce<l the effect 
which any man conversant with public affairs might have foreseen. The 
Girondists, instead of attaining Ix^th their ends, failed of Ix)th. The 
Mountain justly charged them with having attempte<l to save the King 
by underhand means. Their own consciences told them, with equal 
justice, that their hands had been dipped in the blood of the most in- 
offensive >and n)o.st unfortunate of men. 'I'he direct path was here, as 
usual, the path not only of honour, but of safety. I'he principle on whi( b 
the Girondists stood as a party was, that the sea.son for revolutionary 
violence was over, and that the reign of law and order ought now to com- 
mence. But the proceeding against the King was clearly revolutionary 
in its nature. It was not in conformity with the laws. The only plea for 
it was, that all ordinary rules of jurisprudence and morality were sus- 
pended by the extreme public danger. This was the very plea which the 
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Moutttain urged in defence of the massacre of September, and to which, 
when so urged, the Girondists refused to listen. They therefore, by 
voting for the death of the King, conceded to the Mountain the chief 
point at issue between the two parties. Had they given a manful vote 
against the capital sentence, the regicides would have Ijeen in a minority. 
It is probable that there would have been an immediate appeal to force. 
I'he Girondists might have been victorious. In the worst event, they 
would have fallen with unblemished honour. Tlius much is certain, that 
their boldness and honesty could not possibly have produced a worse effect 
than W'as actually produced by their timidity and their stratagems. 

Barere, as we have said, sided with the Mountain on this occasion. He 
voted against the appeal to the people and against the respite. His 
demeanour and his language also were widely different from those of the 
Girondists. Their hearts were heavy, and their deportment was that of 
men oppressed by sorrow. It was Vergniaud’sduty to proclaim the result 
of the roll-call. His face was pale, and he trembled with emotion, as in 
a low and broken voice he announced that Louis was condemned to death. 
Harere had not, it is true, yet attained to full perfection in the art of 
mingling jests and conceits with words of death ; but he already gave 
promise of his future excellence in this high department of Jacobin 
oratory. He concluded his speech with a sentence worthy of his head 
and heart. “The tree of lilierty,” he said, “as an ancient author re- 
marks, flourishes when it is watered witli the blood of all classes of 
tyrants.” M. Hippolyte Carnot has quoted this passage in order, as we 
suppose, to do honour to his hero. We wish that a note had been added 
to inform us from what ancient author Barere quoted. In the course of 
ijur own small reading among the Greek and Latin writers, we have not 
happened to fall in with trees of liberty and watering-pots full of blood ; 
nor can we, such is our ignorance of classical antiquity, even imagine an 
Attic or Roman orator employing imagery of that sort. In plain words, 
when Barere talked about an ancient author, he was lying, as he generally 
was when he asserted any fact, great or small. Why he lied on this 
occasion we cannot guess, unless indeed it was to keep his hand in. 

It is not improbable that, but for the one circumstance, Barere would, 
like most of those with whom lie ordinarily acted, have voted for the appeal 
to the people and for the respite. But, just before the commencement of 
the trial, papers had been discovered which proved that, while a member 
of the National Assembly, he had been in communication with the Court 
respecting his Reports on the Woods and Forests. He was acquitted of 
all criminality by the Convention ; but the fiercer Republicans considered 
him as a tool of tlie fallen monarch ; and tliis reproach was long repeated 
in the journal of Marat, and in the speeches at the Jacobin club. It was 
natural that a man like Barere should, under mich circumstances, try to 
distinguish himself among the crowd of regicides by peculiar ferocity. 
It was because he had been a royalist that he was one of the foremost in 
J^hedding blood. 

The King was no more. The leading Girondists had, by their con- 
duct towards him, lowered their character in the eyes both of friends and 
foes. They still, however, maintained the contest against the Mountain, 
called for vengeance on the a.ssassins of Septeml>er, and protested against 
the anarchical and sanguinary doctrines of Marat. For a time they seemed 
likely to prevail. As publicists and orators, they had no rivals in the 
Convention. They had with them, beyond all doubt, the great majority 
both of the deputies and of the Frenoh nation. I'hese advantages, it 
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should seem, ought to have decided the event of the struggle. But the 
opposite party had compensating advantages of a different kind. The 
chiefs of the Mountain, though not eminently distinguished by eloquence 
or knowledge, had great audacity, activity, and determination. The Con- 
vention and France were against them ; but the mob of Paris, the clubs 
of Paris, and the municipal government of Paris, were on their side. 

The policy of the Jacobins, in this situation, was to subject France to 
an aristocracy infinitely worse than that aristocracy which had emigrated 
with the Count of Artois — to an aristocracy not of birth, not of wealth, not 
of education, but of mere locality. They would not hear of privileged 
orders ; but they wished to have a privileged city. That twenty-five 
millions of Frenchmen should be ruled by a hundred thousand gentlemen 
and clergymen was insufferable ; but that twenty-five millions of French- 
men should be ruled by a hundred thousand Parisians was as it should be. 
The qualification of a member of the new oligarchy was simply that he 
should live near the hall where the Convention met, and should be able 
to squeeze himself daily into the gallery during a debate, and now and 
then to attend with a pike for the purpose of blockading the doors. It 
was quite agreeable to the maxims of the Mountain that a score of dray- 
men from Santerre’s brewery, or of devils from Hebert’s printing-house, 
should be permitted to drown the voices of men commissioned to speak 
the sense of such cities as Marseilles, Bordeaux, and Lyons ; and that a 
rabble of half-naked porters from the Faubourg St Antoine should have 
power to annul decrees for which the representatives of fifty or sixty de- 
partments had voted. It was necessary to find some pretext for so odious 
and absurd a tyranny. Such a pretext was found. To the old phrases of 
liberty and equality were added the sonorous watchwords, unity and in- 
divisability. A. new crime w'as invented, and called by the name of 
federalism. The object of the Girondists, it was asserted, was to break 
up the great nation into little independent commonwealths, bound together 
only by a league like that which connects the Swiss Cantons or the Unitetl 
States of America. The great obstacle in the way of this pernicious 
design was the influence of Paris. To strengthen the influence of Paris 
ought therefore to be the chief object of every patriot. 

The accusation brought against the leaders of the Girondist parly was a 
mere calumny. They were undoubtedly desirous to prevent the capital 
from domineering over the republic, and would gladly have seen the Con- 
vention removed lor a time to some provincial town, or placed under the 
protection of a trusty guard, which might have overawed the Parisian 
mob ; but there is not the slightest reason to suspect them of any design 
against the unity of the state. Barere, however, really was a federalist, 
and, we are inclined to believe, the only federalist in the Convention. As 
far as a man so unstable anid servile can be said to have felt any prefer- 
ence for any ' form of government, he felt a preference for federal 
government. He was bom under the Pyrenees ; he was a Gascon of the 
Gascons, one of a people strongly distinguished by intellectual and moral 
character, by manners, by modes of speech, by accent, and by phy- 
siognomy, from the French of the Seine and of the I.oire ; and he had 
many of the peculiarities of the race to which he belonged. When he 
first left his own province he had attained his thirty-fourth year, and had 
acquired a high local reputation for eloquence and literature. He had 
then visited Paris for the first time. He had found him.self in a new 
world. His feelings were those of a banished man. It is clear also that 
he had been by no means without his share of the small disappointments 
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and humiliations so often experienced by men of letters who, elated by 
provincial applause, venture to display their powers before the fastidious 
critics of a capital. On the other hand, whenever he revisited the 
mountains among w'hich he had been born, he found himself an object of 
general admiration. Mis dislike of Paris, and his partiality to his native 
district, were therefore as strong and durable as any sentiments of a mind 
like his could be. lie long continued to maintain that the ascendency 
of one great city was the bane of France ; that the superiority of taste 
and intelligence which it was the fashion to ascribe to the inhabitants of 
that city were wholly imaginary ; and. that the nation would never enjoy 
a really good government till the Alsatian people, the Breton people, the 
people of Beam, the people of Provence, should have each an independent 
existence, and laws suited to its own tastes and habits. I'hese communi- 
ties he proposed to unite by a tie similar to that which binds together the 
grave Puritans of Connecticut and the dissolute slave-drivers of New 
Orleans. To Paris he was unwilling to grant even the rank which 
Washington holds in the United States. He thought it desirable that 
the congress of the French federation should have no fixed place of 
meeting, but should sit sometimes at Rouen, sometimes at Bordeaux, 
sometimes at his own Toulouse. 

Animated by such feelings, he was, till the cIo.se of May 1793, ^ 
Girondist, if not an ultra- Girondist. He exclaimed against those impure 
and bloodthirsty men who wished to make the public danger a pretext for 
sruelty and rapine. “ Peril,” he said, “could he no excuse for crime. 
It is when the wind blows hard, and the waves run high, that the anchor 
is most needed ; it is when a revolution is raging, that the great laws of 
morality are most necessary to the .safety of a stale.” Of Marat he spoke 
with abhorrence and contempt ; of the municipal authorities of Paris with 
just severity. He loudly complained tliat there were Frenchmen who 
j)aid to the Mountain tliat homage which was due to the Convention 
alone. When the establishment of the Revolutionary Tribunal was first 
proposed, he joined himself to Vergniaud and Buzot, who strongly 
objected to that odious measure. “ It cannot be,” exclaimed Bavere, 
“ that men really attached to liberty will imitate the mo.st frightful 
excesses of despotism!” He proved to the Convention, after his 
fashion, out of Sallust, that such arbitrary courts may indeed, for a time, 
be severe only on real criminals, but must inevitably degenerate into in- 
struments of private cupidity and revenge. When, on the tenth of 
March, the worst part of the population of Paris made the first unsuccess- 
ful attempt to destroy the Girondists, Barere eagerly called for vigorous 
measures of repression and punishment. On the second of April, another 
attempt of the Jacobins of Paris to usurp supreme dominion over the 
republic was brought to the knowledge of the Convention ; and again 
Barere spoke with warmth against the new tyranny which aftlicted 
France, and declared that the people of the departments would never 
crouch beneath the tyranny of one ambitious city. He even proposed a 
resolution to the effect tliat the Convention would exert against the 
demagogues of the capital the same energy which had been exerted 
against the tyrant Louis. We are assured that, in private as in public, 
he at this time uniformly spoke with strong aversion of the Mountain. 

His apparent zeal for the cause of humanity and order had its reward. 
Rarly in April came the tidings of Dumourier’s defection. This was a 
heavy blow to the Girondists. Dmnourier was their general. His vic- 
tories had thrown a lustre on the whole party ; his army, it had been 
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hoped, would, in the worst event, protect the deputies of the nation 
against the ragged pikemen of the garrets of Paris. He was now a de- 
serter and an exile ; and those who had lately placed their chief reliance 
on his support were compelled to join with their deadliest enemies in 
execrating his treason. At this perilous conjuncture, it was resolved to 
appoint a Committee of Public Safety, and to arm that committee with 
powers, small indeed when compared with those which it afterwards drew 
to itself, but still great and formidable. The moderate party, regarding 
Barere as a representative of their feelings and opinions, elected him a 
member. In his new situation be soon began to make himself useful. 
He brought to the deliberations of the Committee, not indeed the know- 
ledge or the ability of a great statesman, but a tongue and a pen which, 
if others would only supply ideas, never paused for want of words. His 
mind was a mere organ of communication between other minds. It ori- 
ginated nothing ; it retained nothing ; but it transmitted everything. 
The post assigned to him by his colleagues was not really of the highest 
importance ; but it was prominent, and drew the attention of all Europe. 
When a great measure was to be brought forward, when an account was 
to be rendered of an important event, he was generally the mouthpiece of 
the administration. He was therefore not unnaturally considered, by 
persons who lived at a distance from the seat of government, and alxjve 
all by foreigners, who, while the war raged, knew France only from 
journals, as the head of that administration of which, in tnith, he was 
only the secretary and the spokesman. The author of the History of 
Europe, in our own Annual Registers, appears to have been completely 
under this delusion. 

I’he conflict between the hostile parties was meanwhile fast approach- 
ing to a crisis. The temper of Paris grew daily fiercer and fiercer. De- 
legates appointed by thirty-five of the forty-eight wards of the city ap- 
peared at the bar of the Convention, and demanded that Vei^iaud, 
Brissot, Guadet, Gensonne, Barbaroux, Buzot, Petion, Louvet, and many 
other deputies, should be expelled. This demand was disapproved by at 
least three-fourths of the Assembly, and, when known in the departments, 
called forth a general cry of indignation. Bordeaux declared that it 
would stand by its representatives, and would, if necessary, defend them 
by the sword against the tyranny of Paris, l.yons and Marseilles were 
animated by a similar spirit. 'I'hese manifestations of public opinion 
gave courage to llie majoiity of the Convention. Thanks were voted to 
the people of Bordennx for their patriotic declaration ; and a commission 
consisting of twelve members was appointed for the purpose of investigat 
ing the conduct of the municipal authorities of Paris, and was empowered 
to place under arrest such pei*sons as should appear to have been con- 
cerned in any plot against the authority of the Convention. This measure 
was adopted on the motion of Bar^rc. 

A few days of stormy excitement and profound anxiety followed ; and 
ilien came the crash. On the thirty-first of May the mob of Paris rose , 
the palace of the Tuileries was besieged by a vast array of pikes ; the 
majority of the dg)utic8, after vain struggles and remonstrances, yielded to 
violence, and suffered the Mountain to carry a decree for the suspension 
and arrest of the deputies whom the wards of the capital had accused. 

During this contest, Barere had been tossed backwards and forwards 
between the two raging factions. His feelings, languid and unsteady as 
they always were, drew him to the Girondists ; but he was awed by the 
vigour and determination of the Mountain. At one moment he held high 
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Knd firm language, complained that the Convention was not free, and 
protested against the validity of any vote passed under coercion. At 
another moment he proposed to conciliate the Parisians by abolishing 
that commission of twelve which he had himself proposed only a few days 
before ; and himself drew up a paper ^condemning the very measures 
which had been adopted at his own instance, and eulogising the public 
spirit of the insurgents. To do him justice, it was not without some 
symptoms of shame that he read this document from the tribune, where 
he had so often expressed very different sentiments. It is said that, at 
some passages, he was even seen to blush. It may have been so ; he was 
still in his novitiate of infamy. 

Some days later he pro|.x)sed that hostages for the personal safety of 
the accused deputies should be sent to the departments, and offered to be 
himself one of those hostages. Nor do w-e in the least doubt that the 
offer was sincere. He would, we firmly believe, have thought himself 
far safer at Bordeaux or Marseilles than at Paris. His proposition, how- 
ever, was not carried into effect ; and he remained in the power of the 
victorious Mountain. 

This was the great crisis of his life. Hitherto he had done nothing 
inexpiable, nothing which marked him out as a much w^orse man than 
most of his colleagues in the Convention. His voice had generally been 
on the side of moderate measures. Had he bravely cast in his lot w ith 
the Girondists, and suffered with them, he would, like them, have had a 
not dishonourable place in history. Had he, like the great body of 
deputies who meant well, but who had not the courage to expose them- 
selves to martyrdom, crouched quietly under the dominion of the triumphant 
minority, and suffered every motion of l<ol>espierie and Billaud to pass 
unopposed, he would have incurretl no peculiar ignominy. But it is prob- 
able that this course was not open to him. He had lieen too prominent 
among the adversaries of the Mountain to be admitted to quarter without 
making some atonement. It was necessary that, if he hoped to find 
pardon from his new lords, he should not be merely a silent and passive 
slave. What passed in private between him and them cannot be accurately 
related ; but the insult was soon apparent. The Committee of Public 
Safety was renewed. Seveml of the fiercest of the dominant faction, 
Couthon for example, and Saint Just, were substituted for mote moderate 
{M)liticians ; but Barere w^as suffered to retain his seat at the Board. 

'fhe indulgence with which he was treated excited the miUTnurs of 
some stern and aixlent zealots. Marat, in the very last words that he 
wrote, words not published till the dagger of Charlotte Corday had 
avenged P' ranee and mankind, complained that a man who had no 
principles, who was always on the side of the strongest, wdio had been a 
royalist, and w ho was ready, in case of a turn of fortune, to be a royalist 
again, should be entrusted with an important share in the administration.* 
But the chiefs of the Mountain judged more correctly. They knew', indeed, 
as well as Marat, that Barbie was a man utterly without faith or steadi- 
ness ; that, if he could be said to have any political leaning, his leaning 
was not towards them ; that he felt for the Girondist party that faint and 
wavering sort of preference of which alone his nature was susceptible ; 
and that, if he had been at liberty to make his choice, he would rather 
have murdered Rol>espierre and Danton than Vergniaud and Gensonn^. 
But they justly appreciated that levity wdiich made him inca])able alike 
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of earnest love and of earnest hatred, and that meanness which made it 
necessary to him to have a master. In truth, what the planters of 
Carolina and Louisiana say of black men with flat noses and woolly hair 
was strictly true of Barere. The curse of Canaan was upon him. He 
was born a slave. Baseness waft an instinct in him. The impulse which 
drove him from a party in adversity to a party in prosperity was as irre- 
sistible as that which drives the cuckoo and the swallow towards the sun 
when the dark and cold months are approaching. The law which doomed 
him to be the humble attendant of stronger spirits resembled the law 
which binds the pilot fish to the shark. “ Ken ye,” said a shrewd Scotch 
lord, who was asked his opinion of James the First — “ Ken ye a John 
Ape ? If I have Jacko by the collar, I can make him l)ite you ; but, if 
you have Jacko, you can make him bite me.” Just such a creature was 
Barere. In the hands of the Girondists he would have been eager to pro- 
scribe the Jacobins ; he was just as ready, in the gripe of the Jacobins, to 
proscribe the Girondists. On the fidelity of such a man the heads of the 
Mountain could not, of course, reckon ; but they valued their conquest as 
the very easy and not very delicate lover in Congreve’s lively song valued 
the conquest of a prostitute of a different kind. Barere was, like Chloe, 
false and common ; but he was, like Chloe, constant while possessed ; 
and they asked no more. They needed a service which he was perfectly 
competent to perform. Destitute a.s he was of all tlie talents both of an 
active and of a speculative statesman, he could with great facility draw 
up a report, or make a speech on any subject and on any side. If other 
people would furnish facts and thoughts, he could always furnish phrases; 
and this talent was absolutely at the command of his ownei-s for the time 
being. Nor had he excited any angry passion among those to whom he 
had hitherto been opposed. They felt no more hatred to him than they 
felt to the horses which dragged the cannon of the Duke of Brunswick 
and of the Prince of Saxe-Coburg. The horses had only done according 
to their kind, and would, if they fell into the hands of the French, drag 
with equal vigour and equal docility the guns of the republic, and there- 
fore ought not merely to be spared, but to be well fed and curried. So 
was it with Barere. He was of a nature so low, that it might be doubted 
whether he could properly be an object of the hostility of reasonable 
beings. He had not l^en an enemy ; he was not now a friend. But he 
had been an annoyance ; and he would now be a help. 

But, though the heads of the Mountain pardoned this man, and admitted 
him into partnership with themselves, it was not without exacting pledges 
such as made it impossible for him, false and fickle as he was, ever again 
to find admission into the ranks which he had de.se rted. That was truly 
a terrilde sacrament by which they admitted the apostate into their com 
munion. They demanded of him that he should him.self take the most pro- 
minent part in murdering his old friends. To refuse was as much as his life 
was worth. But what is life worth when it is only one long agony of re- 
morse and shame ? 'I'hese, however, are feelings of which it is idle to 
talk, when we are considering the conduct of such a man as Barere. He 
undertook the task, mounted the tribune, and told the Convention that 
the time was come for taking the stern attitude of justice, and for striking 
at all conspirators without distinction. He then moved that Buzot, Bar- 
baroux, Petion, and thirteen other deputies, should l>e placed out of the 
pale of the law, or, in other words, beheaded without a trial ; and that 
Vergniaud, Guadet, Gensonne, and six others, should be impeached. The 
motion was carried without debate. 



barB^re. 307 

We have already seen with what effrontery Barere has deniea, in these 
Memoirs, that he took any part against the Girondists. This denial, we 
think, was the only thing wanting to make his infamy complete. The 
most impudent of all lies was a fit companion for the foulest of all 
murders. 

Barere, however, had not yet earned his pardon. I'he Jacobin party 
contained one gang which, even in that party, was pre-eminent in every 
mean and every savage vice ; a gang so low-minded and so inhuman that, 
compared with them, Robespierre might be called magnanimous and 
merciful. Of these wretches Hebert was perhaps the best representative. 
His favourite amusement was to torment and insult the miserable remains 
of that great family which, having ruled France during eight hundred 
years, had now become an object of pity to the humblest artisan or 
peasant. The influence of this man, and of men like him, induced the 
Committee of Public Safety to determine that Marie Antoinette should 
be sent to the scaffold. Barere was again summoned to his duty. Only 
four days after he had proposed the decrees against the Girondist depu- 
ties he again mounted the tribune, in order to move that the Queen 
should be brought before the Revolutionary Tribunal. He was improv- 
ing fast in the society of his new allies. When he asked for the heads 
of Vergniaud and Pelion he had spoken like a man who had some slight 
sense of his own guilt and degradation : he had said little ; and that 
little had not been violent. The office of expatiating on the guilt of his 
old friends he had left to Saint Just. Very different was Barere’s second 
appearance in the character of an accuser. He now cried out for blood 
m the eager tones of the true and burning thirst, and raved against the 
Austrian woman with the virulence natural to a coward who finds him- 
Aelf at liberty to outrage that which he has feared and envied. We 
have already exposed the shameless mendacity with which, in these 
Memoirs, he attempts to throw the blame of his own guilt on the guilt- 
less. 

On the day on which the fallen Queen was dragged, already more 
than half dead, to her doom, Barere regaled Robespierre and some other 
jacobins at a tavern. Robespierre’s acceptance of the invitation caused 
some surprise to those w ho knew how long and how bitterly it was his 
nature to hate. “Robespierre of the parly!” muttered Saint Just. 
“ Barere is the only man whom Robespierre has forgiven.” We have 
nn account of this singular repast from one of the guests. Rol^espierre 
condemned the senseless brutality with which Hebert had conducted the 
proceedings against the Austrian woman, .and, in talking on that subject, 
became so much excited that he broke his plate in the violence of his 
gesticulation. Barere exclaimed that the guillotine had cut a diplomatic 
knot which it might have been difficult to untie. In the intervals between 
I he Beaune and the Champagne, l^etween the ragout of thrushes and the 
partridge with truffles, he fervently preached his new political creed 
“ rhe vessel of the revolution,” he said, “ can float into port only on 
agaves of blood. We must begin with the members of the National 
Assembly and of the legislative Assembly. That rubbish must be 
^^wept away.” 

As he talked at table he talked in the Convention. His peculiar style 
of oratory was now formed. It was not altogether without ingenuity and 
liveliness. But in any other age or country it would h.ave been thought 
unfit for the deliberations of a grave assembly, and still more unfit for 
^tate papers. It might, perhaps, succeed at a meeting of a Protestant 
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Association in Exeter Hall, at a Rejwal dinner in Ireland, idler men liad 
well drunk, or in an American oration on the fourth of July. No legis* 
lative body would now endure it. But in France, during the i*eign of 
the Convention, the old laws of composition were held in as much con- 
tempt as the old government or the old creed. Correct and noble 
diction belonged, like the etiquette of Vei'saillcs and the solemnities of 
Notre Dame, to an age which had passed away. Just as a swarm of 
ephemeral constitutions, democratic, directorial, and consular, sprang from 
tlie decay of the ancient monarchy ; just as a swarm of new siq^ersti- 
tions, the worship of the Goddess of Reason, and the fooleries of the 
Theo-philanthropists, sprang from the decay of the ancient Church ; even 
so, out of the decay of the ancient French eloquence sprang new fashions 
of eloquence, for the understanding of which new grammars and dic- 
tionaries were necessary. The same innovating spirit which altered the 
common phrases of salutation, which turned hundreds of Johns and 
Peters into Scocvolas and Aristogitons, and which expelled Sunday 
and Monday, January and February, Lady-day and Christinas, from the 
calendar, in order to substitute Decadi and Primidi, Nivose and Pluviose, 
Feasts of Opinion and Feasts of the Supreme Being, changed all the fonns 
of official correspondence. For the calm, guarded, and sternly courteous 
language which govemments had long been acaistomed to employ, were 
substituted puns, interjectionsi, Ossianic rants, rhetoric worthy only of a 
schoolboy, scunility worthy only of a fishwife. Of the phmseology 
which was now thought to be peculiarly well suited to a report or a mani- 
festo Barere had a greater command than any man of his time, and, dur- 
ing the short and sharp paroxysm of the revolutionary delirium, passed 
for a great orator. When the fit was over, he was considereil as what be 
really was, a man of quick apprehension and fluent elocution, with no 
originality, with little information, and with a taste as bad as his heart. 
His Reports were popularly called Carmagnoles. A few months ago we 
should have had some difficulty in conveying to an Lnglish reader an 
exact notion of the state papers to which this appellation was given. 
Fortunately a noble and distinguished person, w^hom her Maje.sty’s Minis- 
ters have thought qualified to fill the most important post in the empire, 
has made our task easy. Whoever has read Lord EUenborough's pro- 
clamations is able to form a complete idea of a Carmagnole. 

The effect which Barere’s discourses at one time produced is not to be 
wholly attributed to the |>erversion of the national taste. The occasions 
on which he rose were frequently .such as would have .secured to the worst 
speaker a favourable hearing. When any military advantage had been 
gained, he was generally deputed by the Committee of Public Safety u> 
announce the good news. The hall resounded with applause as In' 
mounted the tribune, holding the despatches in his hand. Deputies ainl 
stmngers listened with delight while he to* them that victory was the 
order of the day ; that the guineas of Pitt had lx?en vainly lavished to 
hire machines six feet high, carrying guns ; that the flight of the English 
leopard deserved to be celebrated by Tyrtseiis ; and that the saltpetre 
dug out of the cellars of Paris had been turned into thunder, which would 
crush the Titan brethren, George and Francis. 

Meanwhile the trial of the accused Girondists, who were under arrest in 
Paris, came on. They flattered themselves with a vain hope of escape. 
They placed some reliance on their innocence, and some reliance on their 
eloquence. They thought that shame would suffice to restrain any mnn, 
however violent and cruel, from publicly committing the flagrant iniquity 



BAREKE. 


309 

of condemning them to deaths The Revolutionary Tribunal was new to 
its functions. No member of the Convention had yet been executed ; and 
it was probable that the boldest Jacobin would shrink from being the first 
to violate the sanctity which was supposed to belong to the representatives 
of the people. 

The proceedings lasted some days. Gensonne and Brissot defended 
tliemselves with great ability and presence of mind against the vile Hebert 
and Chaumette, who appeared as accusers. I'he eloquent voice of 
Vergniaud was heard for the last time. He pleaded his own cause and 
that of his friends, with such force of reason and elevation of sentiment 
that a murmur of pity and admiration rose from the audience. Nay, the 
court itself, not yet accustomed to riot in daily carnage, showed signs of 
emotion. The sitting was adjourned ; and a rumour went forth that there 
would be an acquittal. The Jacobins met, breathing vengeance. Robes- 
pierre undertook to be their organ. He rose on the following day in the 
Convention, and proposed a decree of such atrocity that even among the 
acts of that year it can hardly be paralleled. By this decree the tribunal 
was empowered to cut short the defence of the prisoners, to pronounce 
the case clear, and to pass immediate judgment. One deputy made a 
faint opposition. Barere instantly sprang up to supjiort Roliespierrc — 
Barere, the federalist ; Barcae, the author of tliat C ommission of Twelve 
which was among the chief causes of the haired borne by Paris to the 
Girondists ; Barere, who in these Memoii-s denies that he ever took any 
part against the Girondists ; Barere, who has tlie efirontcry to declare 
that he greatly loved and esteemed Vergniaud. The decree was passed ; 
and the tribunal, without sulfering the prisoners to conclude what they had 
to say, pronounced them guilty. 

I'he following day was the saddest in the sad history of the Revolution. 
The sufTerers were so innocent, so brave, so eloquent, so accomplished, 
so young. Some of them were graceful and handsome youths of six or 
seven and twenty. Vergniaud and Gensonne were little more than thirty. 
I'hey had l>een only a few months engaged in public affairs. In a few 
months the fame of their genius had filled Europe ; and they were to die 
for no crime but this, that they had wished to combine order, justice, and 
mercy with freedom. Their great fault was want of courage. \Vc mean 
want of political coui-age — of that courage which is proof to clamour and 
fibloquy, and which meets great emergencies by daring and decisive 
measures. Alas ! they had but too good an opportunity of proving that 
they did not want courage to endure with manly cheerfulness the worst that 
could be inflicted by such tyrants as Saint Just, and such slaves as 
Barere. 

They were not the only victims of the noble cause. Madame Roland 
followed them to the scaffold with a spirit as heroic as their own. Her 
husband was in a safe hiding-place, but could not bear to survive her. 
His body was found on the high road near Rouen. He had fallen on his 
sword. Condorcet swallowed opium. At Bordeaux the steel fell on tlie 
necks of the lK)ld and quick-witted Guadet and of Barbaroux, the chief 
of those enthusiasts from the Rhone whose valour, in the great crisis of 
the tenth of Augitst, had turned back the tide of battle from the Louvre 
to the Tuileries. In a field near the Garonne was found all that the 
wolves had left of Potion, once honoured, greatly indeed beyond his 
deserts, as the model of republican virtue. We are far from regarding 
even the best of the Girondists with unmixed admiration ; but history 
owes to them this honourable tesumony, that, being free to choose 
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whether they would be oppi*essors or victims, they deliberately and firmly 
resolved rather to sufifer injustice than to inflict it. 

And now began that strange period known by the name of the Reign 
of Terror. The Jacobins had prevailed. This was their hour, and the 
power of darkness. The Convention was subjugated and reduced to pro- 
found silence on the highest questions of state. The sovereignty passed 
to the Committee of Public Safety. To the edicts framed by that Com- 
mittee the representative assembly did not venture to offer even the 
species of opposition which the ancient parliament had frequently offered 
to the mandates of the ancient kings. Six persons held the chief power 
in the small cabinet which now domineered over Fiance — Robespierre, 
Saint Just, Couthon, Collot, Billaud, and Barere. 

To some of these men, and of those who adhered to them, it is due to 
say that the fanaticism which had emancipated them from the restraints 
of justice and compassion had emancipated them also from the dominion 
of vulgar cupidity and of vulgar fear ; that, while hardly knowing where 
to find an assignat of a few francs to pay for a dinner, they expended 
with strict integrity the immense revenue which they collected by every 
art of rapine ; and that they were ready, in support of their cause, to 
mount the scaffold with as much indifference as they showed when they 
signed the death-warrants of aristocrats and priests. But no great party 
can be composed of such materials as these. It is the inevitable law that 
such zealots as we have described shall collect around llicma multitude of 
slaves, of cowards, and of libertines, wlmse savage tempers and licentious 
appetites, withheld only by the dread of law and magistracy from the 
worst excesses, are called into full activity by the hope of immunity. A 
facj.ion which, from whatever motive, relaxes the great laws of morality 
is certain to be joined by the most immoral part of the community. This 
has been repeatedly proved in religious wars. The war of the Holy 
Sepulchre, the Albigensian war, the Iluguenot war, the Thirty Years’ war, 
all originated in pious zeal. 'I'hat zeal inflamed the champions of the 
Church to such a point that they regarded all generosity to the vanquished 
as a sinful weakness. The infidel, the heretic, was to he run down like 
a mad dog. No outrage committed by the Catliolic warrior on the mis- 
creant enemy could deserve punishment. As soon as it w^as known that 
boundless license was thus given to barbarity and dissoluteness, thousands 
of wretches who cared nothing for the sacred cause, but who were eager 
to l)e exempted from the police of peaceful cities, and the discipline of 
well-governed camps, flocked to the standard of the faith. The men 
who had set up that standard were sincere, chaste, regardless of lucre, 
and perhaps, where only themselves were concerned, not unforgiving ; 
hut round that standard were assembled such gangs of rogues, ravishers, 
plunderers, and ferocious bravoes, as were scarcely ever found under the 
flag of any state engaged in a mere temporal quarrel. In a very similar 
way was the Jacobin party composed. There was a small nucleus of en- 
thusiasts ; round that nucleus was gathered a vast mass of ignoble de- 
pravity ; and in all that mass there was nothing so depraved and so 
ignoble as Barere. 

Then came those days when the most barliarous of all codes was ad- 
ministered by the most barbarous of all tribunals ; when no man could 
greet his neighbours, or say his prayers, or dress his hair, without danger 
of committing a capital crime ; when spies lurked in every corner ; when 
the guillotine was long and hard at work every morning ; when the jails 
were filled as' close as the hold of a slave-ship ; when the gutters ran 
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foaming with blood into the Seine ; when it was death to be great-niece 
of a captain of the royal guards, or half-brother of a doctor of the Sor- 
bonne, to express a doubt whether assignats would not fall, to hint that 
the English had been victorious in the action of the first of June, to have 
a copy of one of Burke’s pamphlets locked up in a desk, to laugh at a 
Jacobin for taking the name of Cassius or Timoleon, or to call the Fifth 
SansculoLtide by its old superstitious name of St Matthew’s Day. While 
the daily waggon-loads of victims were carried to their doom through 
the streets of Paris, the Proconsuls whom the sovereign Committee had 
sent forth to the departments revelled in an extravagance of cruelty un- 
known even in the capital. The knife of the deadly machine rose and 
fell too slow for their work of slaughter. Long rows of captives were 
mowed down with grapeshot. Holes were made in the bottom of 
crowded barges. Lyons was turned into a desert. At Arras even the 
cruel nvercy of a speedy death was denied to the prisoners. All down the 
Loire, from Saumnr to the sea, great flocks of crows and kites feasted on 
naked corpses, twined together in hideous embraces. Ivio mercy was 
shown to sex or age. The number of young lads and of girls of seventeen 
who were murdered by that execrable government is to be reckoned by 
hundreds. Babies torn from the breast were tossed from pike to pike 
along the Jacobin ranks. One champion of liberty had his pockets well 
stuffed with ears. Another swaggered about with the finger of a little 
child in his hat. A few months had sufficed to degrade France below 
the level of New Zealand. 

It is absurd to say that any amount of public danger can justify a 
system like this, we do not say on Christian principles, we do not say 
on the principles of a high morality, but even on principles of Machia- 
vellian policy. It is true that great emergencies call for activity and 
vigilance ; it is true that they justify severity which, in ordinary times, 
would deserve the name of cruelty. But indiscriminate severity can 
never, under any circumstances, be useful. It is plain that the whole 
efficacy of punishment depends on the care with which tlie guilty are 
distinguished. Punishment which strikes the guilty and the innocent 
promiscuously, operates merely like a pestilence or a great convulsion of 
nature, and has no more tendency to prevent offences than the cholera, 
or an earthquake like that of Lisbon, would have. Tfie energy for which 
the Jacobin administration is praised was merely the energy of the Malay 
who maddens himself with opium, draws his knife, and runs amuck 
through the streets, slashing right and left at friends and foes. Such has 
never l>een the energy of truly great rulers ; of Elizabeth, for example, of 
Oliver, or of Frederick. They were not, indeed, scrupulous. But, had 
they been less scrupulous than they w^ere, the strength and amplitude of 
their minds w'ould have preserved them from crimes such as those Avhich 
the small men of the Committee of Public Safety took for daring strokes 
of policy. The great Queen who .so long held her own against foreign 
and domestic enemies, against temporal and spiritual arms ; the great 
Protector who governed with more than regal power, in despite both of 
royalists and republicans ; the great King w’ho, with a beaten army and 
an exhausted treasury, defended his little dominions to the last against 
the united efforts of Russia, Austria, and France ; with what scorn would 
they have heard that it was impossible for them to strike a salutary ter- 
ror into the disaffected without sending school-boys and school-girls to 
death by cart-loads and boat-loads I 

The popular notion is, we believe, that the leading Terrorists were 
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wicked men, but, at the same time, great men. We can see nothing 
great about them but their wickedness. That their policy was daringly 
original is a vulgar error. Their policy is as old as the oldest accounts 
which we have of human misgovemment. It seemed new in France and in 
the eighteenth century only because it had been long disused, for excellent 
reasons, by the enlightened part of mankind. But it has always pre- 
vailed, and still prevails, in savage and half-savage nations, and is the 
chief cause which prevents such nations from making advances towards 
civilisation. Thousands of deys, of beys, of pachas, of rajahs, of nabobs, 
have shown themselves as great masters of statecraft as the members of 
the Committee of Public Safety. Djezzar, we imagine, was superior to 
any of them in their new line. In fact, there is not a petty tyrant in Asia 
or Africa so dull or so unlearned as not to be fully qualified for the busi- 
ness of Jacobin police and Jacobin finance. To behead |3eople by scores 
without caring whether they are guilty or innocent ; to wring money out 
of the rich by the help of jailers and executioners ; to rob the public cre- 
ditor, and to put him to death if he remonstrates ; to take loaves by force 
out of the bakers* shops ; to clothe and mount soldiers by seizing on one 
man’s wool and linen, and on another man’s horses and saddles, without 
compensation ; is of all modes of goveniing the simplest and most ob- 
vious. Of its morality we at j>resent say nothing. But surely it requires 
no capacity beyond that of a barbarian or a child. By means like those 
which we have described, the Committee of Public Safety undoubtedly 
succeeded, for a short time, in enforcing profound submission, and in 
raising immense funds. But to enforce submission by butchery, and to 
raise funds by spoliation, is not statesmanship. The real statesman is 
he who, in troubled times, keeps down the turbulent without unneces* 
sarily harassing the well-affected ; and who, when great pecuniary re- 
sources are needed, provides for the public exigencies without violating 
the security of property and drying up the sources of future prosperity. 
Such a statesman, we are confident, might, in 1793, hj^ve preserved the 
independence of France without shedding a drop of innocent blood, with- 
out plundering a single warehouse. Unhappily, the Republic was sub- 
ject to men who were mere demagogues and in no sense statesmen. 
I'hey could declaim at a club. They could lead a rabble to mischief. 
But they had no skill to conduct the affairs of an empire. The want of 
skill they supplied for a time by atrocity and blind violence. For legis- 
lative ability, fiscal ability, military ability, diplomatic ability, they had 
one substitute, ibe guillotine. Indeed their exceeding ignorance, an<l 
the barrenness of their invention, are the best excuse for their minders 
and robberies. We really believe that they would not have cut so many 
throats, and picked so many pockets, if they had known how to govern 
in any other way. 

That under their administration the war against the European .Coalition 
was successfully conducted is true. But that war had been successfully 
conducted before their elevation, and continued to be successfully con- 
ducted after their fall. Terror was not the order of the day when Brussels 
opened its gates to Dumoiirier. Terror had ceased to l>e the order of the 
day when Piedmont and Ix)mbardy were conquered by Bonaparte. The 
truth is, that France was saved, not by the Committee of Public Safety, 
but by the energy, patriotism, and valour of the French people. Those 
high qualities were victorious in spite of the incapacity of rulers whose 
administration was a tissue, not merely of crimes,' but of blunders. 

We have not time to tell how the leaders of the savage faction at length 
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began to avenge mankind on each other : liow the craven Hebert was 
dragged wailing and trembling to his doom ; how the nobler Danton, 
moved by a late repentance, strove in vain to repair the evil which he had 
wrought, and half redeemed the great crime of September by manfully 
encountering death in the cause of mercy. 

Our business is with Barere. In all those things he was not only con- 
senting, but eagerly and joyously forward. Not merely was he one of the 
guilty administration. He was the man to whom was especially assigne<l 
the office of proposing and defending-outrages on justice and humanity, 
and of furnishing to atrocious schemes an appropriate garb of atrocious 
rodomontade. Barei'e first proclaimed from the tribune of the Convention 
that terror must be the order of the day. It was by Barere that the Re- 
volutionary Tribunal of Paris was provided with the aid of a public ac- 
cuser worthy of such a court, the infamous Foiiquier Tinville. It was 
Barere w'ho, when one of the old members of the National Assembly had 
been absolved by the Revolutionary Tribunal, gave orders that a fresh 
jury should be summone<l. “Acquit one of the National Assembly!” he 
cried. “The Tribunal is turning against the Revolution.” It is un- 
necessary to say that the prisoner’s head was soon in the basket. It was 
Barere who moved that the city of Lyons should l>e destroyed. “ Let 
the plough,” he cried from the tribune, “ pass over her. Let her name 
cease to exist. The rel>els are conquered ; but are tliey all exterminated ? 
No weakness. No mercy. Let every one smitten. Two w^ords will 
suffice to tell the whole. I.yons made war on liberty ; Lyons is no more.” 
When Toulon was taken Barere came forward to announce the event. 
“ 'rhe com]uest,” said the apostate Brissotine, “won by the Mountain 
over the Brissotines must be commemorated by a mark set on the place 
where Toulon once stood. The national thunder must crush the house of 
every trader in the town. When Camille Desmoulins, long distinguished 
among the republicans by zeal and ability, dared to raise his eloquent 
voice against the Reign of Terror, and to point out the close analogy be- 
tween the government which then oppressed France and the government 
of the worst of the Caesars, Barere rose to complain of the- weak compas- 
sion which tried to revive the hoj>es of the aristocracy. “ Whoever,’^ he 
said, “is nobly born is a man to be suspected. Kvery priest, every fre- 
quenter of the oH court, every lawyer, every banker, is a man to be 
suspected. Every jxjrson who grumbles at the course which the Re- 
volution takes is a man to be siispccteil. 'Phcre are whole castes already 
tried ami condemned. There are callings which carry their doom with 
them. There are relations of blood which the law regai'ds with an evil 
eye. Republicans of France ! ” yelled the renegade Girondist, the old 
enemy of the Mountain — “ Republicans of France ! the Brissotines led 
you by gentle means to slavery. The Mountain leads you by strong 
measures to freedom. Oh ! who can count the evils w’hich a false com- 
passion may produce ? ” When the friends of Danton mustered courage to 
express a wish that the Convention would at least hear him in his own 
defence before it sent him to certain death, the voice of Barere w'as the 
loudest in opposition to their prayer. When the crimes of l.elx)n, one 
of the worst, if not the very worst, o^ the vicegerents of the Committee 
of Public Safety, had so maddened the people of the Department of the 
North that they resorted to the desperate expedient of imploring the 
protection of the Convention, Barer' pleaded ihc cause of the accused 
tyrant, and threatened the petitioners wilh the utmost vengeance of the 
government. “ These charges,” he said, “ have been suggested by wily 
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aristocrats. The man who crushes the enemies of the people, though he 
may be hurried by his zeal into some excesses, can never be a proper 
object of censure. The proceedings of LelK)n may have been a little 
harsh as to form.” One of the small irregularities thus gently censured 
was this ; Lebon kept a wretched man a ijuarter of an hour under the 
knife of the guillotine, in order to torment him, by reading to him, before 
he was despatched, a letter, the contents of which were supposed to be 
such as would aggravate even the bitterness of death. “But what, ” 
proceeded Barere, “ is not permitted to the hatred of a republican against 
aristocracy? How many generous sentiments atone for what may per- 
haps seem acrimonious in the prosecution of public enemies? Revolu- 
tionary measures are always to be spoken of with respect Liberty is a 
virgin whose veil it is not lawful to lift” 

After this, it would be idle to dwell on facts which would indeed, of 
themselves, suffice to render a name infamous, but which make no per- 
ceptible addition to the great infamy of Barere. It would be idle, for 
example, to relate how he, a man of letters, a member of an Academy 
of Inscriptions, was foremost in that war against learning, art, and 
history which disgraced the Jacobin government ; how he recommended 
a general conflagration of libraries ; how he proclaimed that all records of 
events anterior to the Revolution ought to be destroyed ; how he laid 
waste the Abbey of St Denis, pulled down monuments consecrated by the 
veneration of ages, and scattered on the wind the dust of ancient kings. 
He was, in truth, seldom so well employed as when he turned for a mo- 
ment from making war on the living to make war on the dead. 

Ecpially idle would it be to dilate on his sensual excesses. That in 
Barere as in the whole breed of Neros, Caligulas, and Domitians whom 
he resembled, voluptuousness was mingled with cruelty ; that he with- 
drew, twice in every decade, from the work of blood, to tlie smiling gar- 
dens of Clichy, and there forgot public cares in the madness of wine and 
in the arms of courtesans, has often been repealed. M. Hippolyte 
Carnot does not altogether deny the truth of these stories, but justly 
observes that Barere’s dissipation was not carried to such a point as to 
interfere with his industry. Nothing can be more true. Barere was by 
no means so much addicted to debauchery as to neglect the work of 
murder. It was his boast that, even during his hours of recreation, he 
cut out work for the Revolutionary Tribunal. To tliose who expressed 
a fear that his exertions would hurt his health, he gaily answered that he 
was less busy than they thought. “ The guillotine,” he said, “ does all ; 
the guillotine governs.” For ourselves, we are much more disposed to 
look indulgently on the pleasures which he allowed to himself than on 
the pain which he inflicted on his neighbours. 

“ Atque utinam his potius nugis tota ilia dedisset 
Tempora saevitiae, claras quibus abstulit urbi 
Illustresque animas, irapune ac vindice nullo.” 

An immoderate appetite for sensual gratifications is undoubtedly a 
blemish on the fame of Henry the Fourth, of Lord Somers, of Mr Fox. 
But the vices of honest men are the virtues of Barere. 

And now Barere had become a really cruel man. It was from mere 
pusillanimity that he had perpetrated his first great crimes. But iho 
whole history of our race proves that the taste for the misery of others is 
a taste which minds not naturally ferocious may too easily acquire, and 
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which, when once acquired, is as strong as any of the propensities with 
which we are bom. A very few months had sufficed to bring this man 
into a state of mind in which images of despair, wailing, and death had 
an exhilarating effect on him, and inspired him as wine and love inspire 
men of free and joyous natures. The cart creaking under its daily frdght 
of victims, ancient men and lads, and fair young girls, the binding of the 
hands, the thrusting of the head out of the little national sash-window, 
the crash of the axe, the pool of blood beneath the scaffold, the heads 
rolling by scores in the panier — these things were to him what Lalage 
and a cask of Falernian were to Horace, what Rosette and a bottle of 
iced champagne are to De Beranger. As soon as he began to speak of 
slaughter his heart seemed to be enlarged, and his fancy to become 
unusually fertile of conceits and gasconades. Robespierre, Saint just, and 
Billaud, whose barbarity was the effect of earnest and gloomy hatred, 
were, in his view, men who made a toil of a pleasure. Cruelty was no 
such melancholy business, to be gone about with an austere brow and a 
whining tone ; it was a recreation, fitly accompanied by singing and 
laughing. In truth, Robespierre and Barere might be well compared to 
the two renowned hangmen of Louis the KlevenUi. d'hey were alike in- 
sensible of pity, alike bent on havoc. But, while they murdered, one of 
them frowned and canted, the other grinned and joked. For our own 
[lart, we prefer qui pleurc to yean qui rit. 

In the midst of the funeral gloom which overhung Paris, a gaiety 
>lranger and more ghastly than the horrors of the prison and the scaffold 
distinguished the dwelling of Barere. Every morning a crowd of suitors 
a^se^U)letl to implore his juotection. He came forth in his rich dressing- 
gown, went round the antechamber, dispensed smiles and promises among 
the ob.sequious crowd, addressed himself with peculiar animation to every 
handsome woman who appeared in the circle, and complimented her in 
the florid style of CJascony on the bloom of her cheeks and the lustre of 
licr eyes. When he had enjoyed the fear and anxiety of his suppliants he 
dismissed them, and flung all their memorials unread into the fire. This 
nas the best way, he conceived, to prevent arrears of , business from 
accumulating. Here he was only an imitator. Cardinal Dubois had 
been in the habit of clearing his table of papers in the same w^ay. Nor 
was this the only point in which we could point out a resemblance be- 
tween the worst statesman of the monarchy and the worst statesman of 
the republic. 

Of Barere’s peculiar vein of pleasantry a notion may be formed from 
an anecdote which one of his intimate associates, a juror of the revolu- 
litnary tribunal, has related. A courtesan who bore a conspicuous part 
in the orgies of Clichy implored Barere to use his power against a head- 
dre.ss which did not suit her style of face, and which a rival beauty was 
trying to bring into fashion. One of the magistrates of the capital was 
summoned and received the necessary orders. Aristocracy, Barere said, 
was again rearing its front. These new wigs were counter-revolutionary, 
lie had reason to know that they were made out of the long fair hair of 
luindsome aristocrats who had died l)y the national chopper. Every lady 
who adorned herself with the relics of criminals might justly be suspected 
of incivism. This ridiculous lie imposed on the authorities of Paris. 
Female citizens were solemnly warned against the obnoxious ringlets, and 
were left to choose between their head-dresses and their heads. Bar^re’s 
delight at the success of this facetious fiction was quite extravagant : he 
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ccHild nol tell the story without going into such convulsions of laughter 
as made his hearers hope that he was about to choke. There was some- 
thing peculiarly tickling and exhilarating to his mind in this grotesque 
combination of the frivolous with the horrible, of false locks and curling- 
irons with spouting arteries and reeking hatchets. 

But, though Harare succeeded in earning the honourable nicknames o( 
the Witling of Terror, and the Anacreon of the Guillotine, there was one 
place where it was long reraemljercd to his disadvantage that he liad, for 
a tinrKj, talked the language of humanity and moderation. That place 
was the Jacobin club. Even after he had borne the chief part in the 
massoci^ of the Girondists, in the murder of the Queen, in the destruction 
of i.yons, he durst not show himself within that sacred precinct. At one 
meeting of the society, a member complained that the committee to which 
the supreme direction of affairs was entrusted, after all the changes which 
had been made, still contained one man who was not trustworthy. Robes- 
pierre, whose influence over the Jacobins was boundless, undertook the 
defence of his colleague, owned there was some ground for what had been 
said, but spoke highly of Barere’s industry and aptitude for business. 
This seasonable interposition silenced the accuser ; but it was long before 
the neophyte could venture to appear at the club. 

At length a masterpiece of wickedness, uni<pie, we think, even among 
Bar^jre^s great achievements, obtained his full pardon even from that rigid 
conclave. The insupportable tyranny of the Committee of I^ublic Safety 
had at length brought the minds of men, and even of women, into a fierce 
and hard temper, which defied or welcomed death. 'Fhe life which might 
be any morning taken away, in consequence of the whisper of a private 
enemy, seemed of little value. It was something to die after smiting one 
of the oppressors ; it w'as something to l>equeath to the surviving tyrants 
a terror not inferior to that which they had themselves inspired. Human 
nature, hunted and worrie<l to the utmost, now turnt?d furiously to bay. 
Fouquier Ttnville was afraid to walk the streets j a pistol was snapp^ 
at Collot D*Herbois; a young girl, animated apparently by the spirit 
of Charlotte Corday, attempted to obtain an interview with Robespierre. 
Suspicions arose ; slie was searched ; and two knives were found about 
her. She was questioned, and spoke of the Jacobin domination with 
resolute sconi and aversion. It is unnecessary to say that she was sent to 
the guillotine. Bar^re declared from the tribune that the cause of these 
attempts was evident. Pitt and his guineas had done the whole. The 
English Government had organised a vast system of murder, had armed 
the hand of Charlotte Corday, and had now, by similar means, attacked 
two of the most eminent friends of liberty in France. It is needless to 
say that these imputations were, not only false, but destitute of all show 
of truth. Nay, they were demonstrably absurd : for the assaasins to whom 
Barbie referred rusheil on certain death, a sure proof that they were not 
hirelings. The wdiole wealth of England would not have bribed any sane 
person to do what Charlotte Corday did. But, when we consider her as an 
enthusiast, her conduct is perfectly natural. F>en those French wukers who 
are childish enough to believe that the Fmglisb Government contrived 
the infernal machine and strangled the Emperor Paul have fully acquitted 
Mr Pitt of all share in the death of Marat and in the attempt on Robes- 
pierre. Yet on calumnies so futile as those which we have mentioned did 
Bar^re ground a motion at w'hich all Christendom stood aghast. He 
proposed a decree that no quarter should be given to any English or 
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Hanovetian soldier. * His Carmi^ole was worthy of the proposition with 
which it concluded. “ That one Englishman should be spared, that for 
the slaves of Geoige, for the human machines of York, the vocabulary 
of our armies should contain such a word as generosity, this is what the 
National Convention cannot endure. Wjy; to the deatli against every 
English soldier. If last year, at Dunkirk, quarter had been refused to 
them when they asked it on their knees, if our troops had exterminated 
them all, instead of suffering them to infest our fortresses by their pre- 
sence, the English government would not have renewed its attack on our fron- 
tiers this year. It is only the dead man who never comes back. What is this 
moral pestilence which has introduced intoour armies false ideas of humanity? 
That the English were to be treated with indulgence was the philan- 
thropic notion of the Brissotmes ; it was the patriotic practice of Diimou- 
rier. But luimanity consists in exterminating our enemies. No mercy 
to the execrable Englishman. Such are the sentiments of the tine French- 
man ; for he knows that he belongs to a nation revolutionaiy as nature, 
powerful as freedom, ardent as the saltpetre which she has just tom from 
the entrails of the earth. Soldiers of liberty, when victory places English- 
men at your mercy, strike ! None of them must return to the servile 
soil of Great Britain ; none must pollute the free soil of France.” 

d'lie Convention, thoroughly tamed and silenced, acquiesced in Barere's 
motion without debate. And now at last the doors of the Jacobin Club 
were thrown open to the disciple who had surpassed his masters. He was 
admitted a member by acclamation, and was soon selected to preside. 

For a time he was not without hope that his decree would be carried 
into full effect. Intelligence arrived from the seat of war of a sharp con- 
test between some French and English troops, in which tl»e Republicans 
had the advantage, and in wliich no prisoners had been made. Such 
things happen occasionally in all wars. Barere, however, attributed the 
tei ocity of this combat to his darling decree, and entertained the Conven- 
tion with another Carmagnole. 

“ The Republicans,” he said, “ saw a division in red uniform at a dis- 
tance. The red-coats are attacked with the bayonet. Not one of them 
escapes the blows of the Republicans. All the red-coats have lieen 
killed. No mercy, no indulgence, has been shown towards the villains. 
Not an Englishman whom the Republicans could reach is now living. 
How many prisoners should you guess that we have made? One single 
prisoner is the result of this great day.” 

And now this bad man’s craving for blood had become insatiable. The 
more he quaffed, the more he thirsted. He had begun with the English ; 
but soon he came down with a proposition for new massacres. All the 
troops,” he said, “of the coalesced tyrants in garrison at Conde, Valen- 
ciennes, IxQuesnoy, and Eandrecies, ought to he put to the sword unless 

M. Hippolyte Cainot does his best to excuse this decree. His abuse of Ei^’and 
is merely laughable. England has managed to deal with enemies of a very different 
sort from either himself or his hero. One disgraceful blunder, liowever, we think it 
right to notice. 

M. Hippolyte Carnot asserts that a motion similar to that of Barfere was made in the 
Eng'ish Parliament by the late Lord Fiuwiiliam. This .assertion is false. We defy 
M. Hippolyte Carnot to state the date and terms of the motion of which he speaks. 
We do not accuse him of intentional misrepresentation ; but we confidently accuse him 
of extreme ignorance and temerity. Our readers will be amused to learn on what 
authority he has ventured to publish such a fable. He quotes, not the Journals of the 
Lords, not the Parliamentary Debates, but .a ranting mes.sage of the Executive Direc- 
tory to the Five Hundred, a message, too, the whole meaning of which he has utterly 
misunderstood. 
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they surrender at discretion in twenty-four hours. The English, of course, 
will be admitted to no capitulation whatever. With the English we have 
no treaty, but death. As to the rest, surrender at discretion in twenty- 
four hours, or death, these are our conditions. If the slaves resist, let 
them feel the edge of the sword.’* And then he waxed facetious. “ On 
these terms the Republic is willing to give them a lesson in the art of 
war.” At that jest, some hearers, worthy of such a speaker, set up 
a laugh. Then he became serious again. “ Let the enemy perish,” 
he cried, “ I have already said it from this tribune. It is only the dead 
man who never comes back. Kings will not conspire against us in the 
grave. Armies will not fight against us when they are anniliilated. Let 
our war with them be a war of extermination. What pity is due to slaves 
whom the Emperor leads to war under the cane ; whom the King of 
Prussia beats to the shambles with the flat of the sword ; and whom the 
Duke of York makes drunk with rum and gin ? ” And at the rum and 
giu the Mountain and the galleries laughed again. 

If Barere had been able to effect his purpose, it is difficult to estimate 
the extent of the calamity which he would have brought on the human 
race. No government, however averse to cruelty, could, in justice to 
its own subjects, have given quarter to enemies who gave none. Re- 
taliation would have been, not merely justifiable, but a sacred duty. It 
would have been necessary for Howe and Nelson to make every French 
sailor whom they took walk the plank. England has no peculiar reason 
to dread the introduction of such a system. On the contrary, the 
operation of Barere’s new law of war would have been more unfavourable 
to his countrymen than to ours ; for we believe that, from the beginning 
to the end of the war, there never was a time at which the number of 
French prisoners in England was not greater than the number of English 
prisoners in France ; and so, we apprehend, it will be in all wars while 
England retains her maritime superiority. Had the murderous decree of 
the Convention been in force from 1794 to 1815, we are satisfied that, 
for every Englishman slain by the French, at least three Frenchmen 
would have been put to the sword by the English. It is, therefore, not 
as Englishmen, but as members of the great society of mankind, that we 
speak with indignation and horror of the change which Barere attempted 
to introduce. The mere slaughter would have been the smallest part of 
the evil. The butchering of a single unarmed man in cold blood, under 
an act of the legislature, would have producetl more evil than the caniage 
of ten such fields as Albuera. Public law would have been subverteil 
from the foundations ; national enmities would have been inflamed to a 
degree of rage which happily it is not easy for us to conceive ; cordial 
}>eace would have been impossible. The moral character of the Euro- 
pean nations would have been rapidly and deeply corrupted ; for in all 
countries those men whose calling is to put their lives in jeopardy for the 
defence of the public weal enjoy high consideration, and are considered 
as the best arbitrators on points of honour and manly bearing. With the 
standard of morality establishe<l in the military profession the general 
standard of morality must to a great extent sink or rise. It is, therefore, 
a fortunate circumstance that, during a long course of years, respect for 
the weak and clemency towards the vanquished have been consiaered as 
qualities not less essential to the accomplished soldier than personal 
courage. How long would this continue to be the case, if the slaying of 
prisoners we|e a part of the daily duty of the warrior ? What man of 
kind and generous nature would, under such a system, willingly bear 
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arms? that was compelled to bear arms, would long continue 

kind and generous ? And is it not certain that, if barbarity towards the 
helpless became the characteristic of military men, the taint must rapidly 
spread to civil and to domestic life, and must show itself in all the deal- 
ings of the strong with the weak, of husbands with wives, of employers 
with workmen, of creditors with debtors? 

But, thank God, Barere’s decree was a mere dead letter. It was to l:>e 
executed by men very different from those who, in the interior of France, 
were the instruments of the Committee of Public Safety, who prated at 
Jacobin Clubs, and ran to Fouquier Tinville with charges of incivism 
against women whom they could not seduce, and bankers from whom 
they could not extort money. The warriors who, under Hoche, had 
guarded the walls of Dunkirk, and who, under Kleber, had made good 
the defence of the wood of Monceaux, shrank with horror from an office 
more degrading than that of the hangman. “ The Convention,” said an 
officer to his men, *‘has sent orders that all the English prisoners shall 
be shot.” “ We will not shoot them,” answered a stout-hearted ser- 
geant. “ Send them to the Convention. If the deputies take pleasure 
in killing a prisoner, they may kill him themselves, and eat him too, like 
savages as they are.” 'I'his was the sentiment of the whole army. 
Bonaparte, who thoroughly understood war, who at Jaffa and elsewhere 
gave ample proof that he was not unwilling to strain tlie laws of war to 
their utmost rigour, and whose hatred of England amounted to a folly, 
always spoke of Barere .s decree with loathing, and boasted that the army 
had refused to obey tlie (^invention. 

Such disobedience on the part of any other class of citizens would have 
been instantly punished by wholesale massacre ; but the Committee of 
Public Safety was aware that the discipline which had tamed the un- 
warlike population of the fields and cities might not answer in camps. 
To fling people by scores out of a boat, and, when they catch hold of it, 
to chop off their fingers with a hatchet, is undoubtedly a very agreeable 
jiastime for a thoroughbred Jacobin, when the sufferers are, as at Nantes, 
old confessors, young girls, or women with child. But sucli sport might 
])rove a little dangerous if tried upon grim ranks of grenadiers, marked 
with the scars of Hondschoote, and singed by the smoke of Fleurus. 

Barere, however, found some consolation. If he could not succeed in 
murdering the English and the Hanoverians, he was amply indemnified 
by a new and vast slaughter of his own countrymen and countrywomen. 
If the defence which has been set up for the members of the Committee 
of Public Safety had been well founded, if it had been true that they 
governed with extreme severity only l>ecause the republic was in extreme 
peril, it is clear that the severity would have diminished as the peril 
diminished. But the fact is, that those cruelties for which the public 
danger is made a plea became more and more enormous as the danger 
became less and less, and reached the full height when there was no 
longer any danger at all. In the autumn of 1793, there was undoubtedly 
reason to apprehend that France might be unable to maintain the struggle 
against the European coalition. The enemy was triumphant on the 
frontiers. More than half the departments disowned the authority of the 
Convention. But at that time eight or ten necks a day were thought an 
ample allowance for the guillotine of the capital. In the summer of 1794, 
Bordeaux, Toulon, Caen, Lyons, Marseilles, had submitted to the as- 
••^endency of Paris. The French arms w'ere victorious under the Pyrenees 
and on the Sambre. Brussels had fallen. Prussia had announced her 
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intention of withdrawing from the contest. The RqpubHc, fio longer 
content with defending her own independence, was beginning to meditate 
conquest beyond tlie Alps and the Rnine. She was now" more formidabie 
to her neighbours than ever I>o«is tlie Fourteenth had liecn. And now 
the Revolutionary Tribunal of Paris was not content with forty, fifty, 
sixty heads in a morning. It was just after a series of victories, which 
destroyed the whole force of the single argument which has been urged 
in defence of the system of terror, that the Committee of Public Safety 
resolved to infuse into that system an energy hitherto unknown. It w'as 
proposed to reconstruct the Revolutionary Tribunal, and to collect in the 
space of two pages the whole revolutionary jurisprudence. Lists of twelve 
judges and fifty jurors were made out from among the fiercest Jacobins. 
The substantive law was simply this, that whatever the tribunal should 
think pernicious to the republic was a capital crime. The law of evidence 
was simply this, that whatever satisfied the jiiroi*s was sufficient proof. 
The law of procedure was of a piece with everything else. There w^as to 
be an advocate against the prisoner, and no advocate for him. It was 
expressly declared that, if the jurors were in any manner convinced of the 
guilt of the prisoner, they might convict him without hearing a single 
witness. The only punishment which the court could inflict was death. 

Robespierre proposed this decree. When he had read it, a murmur 
rose from the Convention. The fear which had long restraineil the 
deputies from opposing the Committee was overcome by a stronger fear. 
Every man felt the knife at his throat. “The decree,’* said one, “ is of 
grave importance. I move that it be printed and the debate l>e ad- 
journed. If such a measure wei*e adopted without lime for considera- 
tion, I would blow my brains out at once.” 'I'he motion for adjournment 
was seconded. Then Barere .sprang up. ‘‘It is impossible,” he said, 
“ that there can be any difference of opinion among us as to a law like 
this, a law so favourable in all respects to patriots ; a law which insures 
the speedy punishment of conspirators. If there is to be an adjouniment, 
I must insist that it shall not be for more than three days.” The opposi- 
tion was overawed ; the decree was passed ; and, during the six weeks 
which followed, the havoc was such as has never been known before. 

And now the evil was beyond endurance. That timid majority which 
had for a time supported the Girondists, and which had, after their fall, 
contented itself with registering in .silence the decrees of the Committee 
of Public Safety, at length drew courage from despair. Leaders of bold 
and firm character were not wanting, men such as Fouche and I’allien, 
who, having been long conspicuous among the chiefs of the Mountain, 
now found that their own lives, or lives still dearer to them than their 
own, were in extreme peril. Nor could it be longer kept secret that there 
was a schism in the despotic committee. On one side were Robespierre, 
Saint Just, and Couthon ; on the other, Collot and Billaud. Barere leaned 
towards these last, but only leaned towards them. As was ever his 
fashion when a great crisis was at hand, he fawned alternately on botli 
parties, struck alternately at both, and held liimself in readiness to chant 
the praises or to sign the death-warrant of either. In any event his Car- 
magnole was ready. The tree of liberty, the blood of traitors, the dagger 
of Brutus, the ^ineas of perfidious Albion, would do equally ^vell for 
Billaud and for Robespierre. 

The first attack which was made on Robespierre was indiiect. An old 
woman named Catherine Thwt, half maniac, naif impostor, was protected 
by him,*and exercised a strange inffuence over his tiitnd ; for he was 
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naturally prone to superstition, and, having abjured the faith in which he 
had been brought up, was looking about for something to believe. Barcre 
drew up a report against Catherine, which contained many facetious con- 
ceits, and ended, as might be expected, with a motion for sending her 
and some other wretched creatures of both sexes to the Revolutionary 
'J'ribunal, or, in other words, to death. This report, hovvev^er, he did not 
dare to read to the Convention himself. Another member, less timid, 
was induced to farther the cruel buffoonery ; and the real author enjoyed 
in security the dismay and vexation oT Rol>espierre. 

Barere now thought that he had done enough on one side, and that it 
was time to make his peace with the other. On the seventh of Tliermi- 
dov, he pronounced in the Convention a panegyric on Robespierre. 
“ That representative of the people,” he said, “enjoys a reputation for 
patriotism, earned by five years of exertion, and by unalterable fidelity to 
the principles of independence and liberty.” On the eighth of Thermi- 
dor, it became clear that a decisive struggle was at hand. Robespierre 
struck the first blow. He mounted the tribune, and uttered a long invec- 
tive on his opponents. It was moved that his discourse should be 
printed ; and Barere spoke for the printing. The seirse of the Conven- 
tion soon appeared to l)e the other way ; aiul Barere apologised for Ins 
former speech, and implored his colleagues to abstain from disputes which 
could be agreeable only to Pitt and York. On the next day, the ever- 
memorable ninth of Thermidor, came the real tug of war. Tallien, 
bravely taking his life in his hand, led the onset. Billaud followed ; ar.d 
then all that infinite hatred which had long been kept down by terror 
burst forth, and sw'ept every barrier before it. When at length the voice 
of Robespierre, drowned by the President’s bell, and by shouts of “ Down 
with the tyrant ! ” had died away in hoarse gasjung, Barere rose. He 
began with timid and doubtful phrases, watched the effect of every word 
he uttered, and, when the feeling of the Assembly had been unequivocally 
manifested, declared against Robespierre. But it was not till the people 
out of doors, and especially the gunners of Paris, had espoused the cause 
of the Convention, that Barere felt quite at ease. Then he sprang to the 
tribune, poured forth a Carmagnole about Pisistratus and Catiline, anJ 
concluded by moving that the heads of Robespierre and Robespierre’s 
accomplices should be cut off without a trial. The motion was carried. 
On the following morning the vanquished members of the Committee of 
Public Safety and their principal adherents suffered death. It was ex- 
actly one year since Barere had commenced his career of slaughter by 
moving the proscription of his old allies the Girondists. We greatly 
<loubt whether any human being has ever succeeded in packing more 
wickedness into the space of three hundred and sixty-five days. 

The ninth of Thermidor is one of the great epochs in the history of 
Europe. It is true that the three meml)ers of the Committee of Public 
Safety who triumphed were by no means better men than the three who 
fell. Indeed, we are inclined to think that of these six statesmen the 
least bad were Robespierre ami Saint Just, whose cruelty was the effect 
of sincere fanaticism operating on narrow understandings and acrimonious 
tempers. The worst of the six was, beyond all doubt, Barere, who had 
no faith in any part of the system which he upheld by persecution ; who, 
while he sent his fellow-creatures to death for being the third cousins of 
royalists, had not in the least made up his mind that a republic was 
better than a monarchy ; who, while he .slew his old friends for federalism, 
was himself far more a federalist than any of them ; who had become a 

X 
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murderer merely for his safety, and who continued to be a murderer 
merely for his pleasure. 

The tendency of the vulgar is to embody everything. Some individual 
is selected, and often selected very injudicially, as the representative of 
every great movement of the public min<l, of eveiy great revolution in 
human affairs ; and on this individual are concentrated all the love and all 
the hatred, all the admiration and all the contempt, which he ought right- 
fully to share with a whole party, a whole sect, a whole nation, a whole 
generation. Perhaps no human being has suffered so much from this 
propensity of the multitude as Robespierre. He is regarded, not merely 
as what he was, an envious, malevolent zealot, but as the incarnation of 
Terror, as Jacobinism personified. The truth is, that it was not by him 
that the system of terror was carried to the last extreme. The most 
horribledays in the history of the Revolutionary T ribunal of Paris were those 
which immediately preceded the ninth of 'I'hermidor. Robespierre had then 
ceased to attend the meetings of the sovereign Committee ; and the direc- 
tion of affairs was really in the hands of Billaud, of Collot, and of Barere. 

It had never occurred to those three tyrants that, in overthrowing Robes- 
pierre, they were overthrowing that system of terror to which they were 
more attached than he had ever l)een. Their object was to go on slaying 
even more mercilessly than before. But they had misunderstood the 
nature of the great crisis which had at last arrived. The yoke of the 
Committee was broken for ever, llie C'onvention had regained its liberty, 
had tried its strength, had vanfjuished and punished its enemies. A great 
leaction had commenced. 1 \venty-four hours after Robespierre had 
ceased to live, it was moved and carried, amidst loud bursts of ajrplause, 
that the sittings of the Revolutionary Tribunal should be .suspended. 
Billaud was not at that moment present. He entered the hall soon after, 
learned with indignation what had passed, and moved that the vote 
should be rescinded. But loud cries of “ No, no ! '' rose from those 
benches which had lately paid mute obedience to his commands. Barere 
came forward on the same day, and abjured the Convention not to 
relax the system of terror. “ Beware, aliove all things,** he cried, “of 
that fatal moderation which talks of peace and of clemency. I.*et aristo- 
cracy know that here she will find only enemies sternly lient on vengeance, 
and judges who have no pity.** But the day of the Carmagnoles was 
over : the restraint of fear had been relaxed ; and the hatred with which 
the nation regarded the Jacobin dominion broke forth with ungovern- 
able violence. Not more strongly did the tide of public opinion run 
against the old monarchy and aristocracy, at the time of the taking of the 
Bastile, than it now ran against the tyranny of the Mountain. From 
every dungeon the prisoners came forth as they had gone in, by hundreds. 
The decree which forbade the soldiers of the republic to give quarter to 
the English was repealed by an unanimous vote, amidst loud acclama- 
tions ; nor, passerl as it was, disobeyed as it was, and rescinded as it 
was, can it be with justice considered as a blemish on the fame of the 
French nation. The Jacobin Club was refractory. It was suppressed 
without resistance. I'he surviving Girondist deputies, who had concealed 
themselves from the vengeance of their enemies in caverns and garrets, 
were readmitted to their seats in the Convention. No day passed with- 
out some signal reparation of injustice ; no street in Paris was without 
some trace of the recent change. In the theatre, the bust of Marat was 
pulled dowh from its i^edestal and broken in pieces, amidst the applause 
of the audience. His carcass was ejected from the Pantheon. The cele- 
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hrated picture of his death, which had hun^ in the hall of the Convention, 
was removed. The savage inscriptions with which the walls of the city 
had been covered disappeared; and, in place of death and terror, 
humanity, the watchword of the new rulers, was everywhere to be seen. 
In the meantime, the gay spirit of France, recently sulxlued by oppression, 
and now elated by the joy of a great deliverance, wantoned in a thousand 
forms. Art, taste, luxury, revived. Female beauty regained its empire 
— an empire strengthened by the remembrance of all the tender and all 
the sublime virtues which women, delicately bred and reputed frivolous, 
had displayed during the evil days. Refined manners, chivalrous 
sentiments, followed in the train of love. The dawn of the Arctic 
summer day after the Arctic winter night, the great unsealing of the 
waters, the awakening of animal and vegetable life, the sudden softening 
of the air, the sudden blooming of the flowers, the sudden bursting of old 
forests into verdure, is but a feeble type of that happiest and most genial 
of revolutions, the revolution of the ninth of Thermidor. 

But, in the midst of the revival of all kind and generous sentiments, 
there was one portion of the community against which mercy itself seemed 
to cry out for vengeance. The chiefs of the late government and their 
tools were now never named but as the men of blood, the drinkers of 
blood, the cannibals. In some parts of France, where the creatures of 
the Mountain had acted with peculiar barbarity, the populace took the 
law into its own hands and meted out justice to the Jacobins with the true 
Jacobin measure ; but at Paris the punishments were inflicted with order 
and decency, and were few when compared with the number, and lenient 
when compared with the enormity, of the crimes. Soon after the ninth 
of Thermidor, two of the vilest of mankind, Fouquier Tinville, whom 
Barere bad placed at the Revolutionaiy Tribunal, and Lelx>n, whom 
Barere had defended in the Convention, were t)laced under arrest. A 
third miscreant soon sliared their fate, Carrier, the tyrant of Nantes. The 
trials of these men brought to light horrors surpassing anything that 
Suetonius and Lampridius have related of the w'orst Caesws. But it was 
impossible to punish .subordinate agents, who, bad as they were, had only 
acted in accordance with the spirit of the government which they served, 
and, at the same time, to grant impunity to the heads of the wicked 
administration. A cry was raised, both within and without the Conven- 
tion, for justice on Collot, Billaud, and Barere. 

Collot and Billaud, with all their vices, appear to have been men of 
resolute natures. They made no submission ; but opposed to the hatred 
of mankind, at first a fierce resistance, and afterwards a dogged and 
sullen endurance. Barere, on the other hand, as soon as he Ixjgan to 
understand the real nature of the revolution of Thermidor, attempted to 
abandon the Mountain, and to obtain admission among his old friends of 
the moderate t)arty. lie declared everywhere that he had never been in 
favour of severe measures ; that he was a Girondist ; that he had always 
condemned and lamented the manner in which the Brissotine deputies 
had been treated. He now preached mercy from that tribune from which 
he had recently preached extermination. “ The time,” he said, “ has 
come at which our clemency may be indulged without danger. We may now 
safely consider temporary imprisonment as an adequate punishment for 
political misdemeanours.^’ It was only a fortnight since, from the same 
place, he had declaimed against the m^eration which dared even to talk 
of clemency j it was only a fortnight since he had ceased to send men and 
women to the guiltotine of Paris, at rate of three hundred a week. 
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He now wished to make his peace with the moderate party at the ex. 
pense of the Terrorists, as he had, a year before, made his peace with the 
Terrorists at the expense of the moderate party. But he was disappointed. 
He had left himself no retreat. His face, his voice, his rants, his jokes, 
bad become hateful to the Convention. When he spoke he was inter* 
nipted by murmurs. Bitter reflections were daily cast on his cowardice and 
perfidy. On one occasion Carnot rose to give an account of a victory, 
and so far forgot the gravity of his own character as to indulge in the sort of 
oratory which Bar^re had affected on similar occasions. He was interrupted 
by cries of “ No more Carmagnoles No more of Bai^re’s puns ! ” 

At length, five months after the revolution of Thermidor, the Conven* 
tion resolved that a committee of twenty-one members should be ap- 
pointed to examine into the conduct of Billaud, Collot, and Barere. In 
some weeks the report was made. From that report we learn that a 
paper had been discovered, signed by Barere, and containing a proposition 
for adding the last improvement to the system of terror. France was to 
be divided into circuits ; itinerant revolutionary tribunals, composed of 
trusty Jacobins, were to move from department to department ; and the 
guillotine was to travel in their train. 

Barere, in his defence, insisted that no speech or motion which he had 
made in the Convention could, without a violation of the freedom of 
debate, be treated as a crime. He was asked how he could resort to such 
a mode of defence, after putting to death so many deputies on account of 
opinions expressed in the Convention. He had nothing to say, but that 
it was much to be regretted that the sound principle had ever l>een violated. 

He arrogated to himself a large share of the merit of the revolution in 
Thermidor. The men who had risked their lives to effect that revolution, 
and who knew that, if they had failed, Barere would, in all probability, 
have moved the decree for beheading them without a trial, and have 
drawn up a proclamation announcing their guilt and their punishment to 
all France, were by no means disposed to acouiesce in his claims. He 
was reminded that, only forty-eight hours before the decisive conflict, he 
had, in the tribune, been profuse of adulation to Robespierre. His answer 
to this reproach is worthy of himself. ** It was necessary,” he said, “ to 
dissemble. It was necessary to flatter Robespierre’s vanity, and, by 
panegyric, to impel him to the attack. This was the motive which in- 
duced me to load him with those praises of which you complain. Who 
ever blamed Brutus for dissembling with Tarquin ? ” 

The accused triumvirs had only one chance of escaping punishment. 
There was severe distress at that moment among the working people of 
the capital. This distress the Jacobins attributed to the reaction of Ther- 
midor, to the lenity with which the aristocrats were now treated, 
and to the measures which had been adopted against the chiefs of the 
late administration. Nothing is too absura to be believed by a populace 
which has not breakfasted, and which does not know how it is to diij^e. 
The rabble of the Faubourg St Antoine rose, menaced the deputies, and 
demanded with loud cries the liberation of the persecuted patriots. But 
the Convention was no longer such as it had oeen, when similar means 
were employed too successfully against the Girondists. Its spirit was 
roused. Its strength had been proved. Military means were at its com- 
mand. The tumult was suppressed : and it was decreed that same evening 
that Collot, Billaud, and Barere should instantly be removed to a distant 
place of coiffinement. 

The next day the order of the Convention was executed. The account 



SARERE. 


3*5 

which Harare has given of his journey is the most interesting and the most 
trustworthy part of these Memoirs. There is no witness so infamous that 
a court of justice will not take his word against himself ; and even Barcre 
may be believed when he tells us how much he was hated and despisetl. 

The carriage in which he was to travel passed , surrounded by armed 
men, along the street of St Honore. A crowd soon gathered round it 
and increased every moment. On the long flight of steps before the church 
of St Roch stood rows of eager spectators. It was with difficulty that 
the coach could make its way through #iose who hung upon it, hooting, 
cursing, and striving to burst the doors. Barere thoiight his life in danger, 
and was conducted at his own request to a public office, where he hoped 
that he might find shelter till the crowd should disperse. In the mean- 
time, another discussion on his fate took place in the Convention. It was 
proposed to deal with him as he had dealt with better men, to put him 
out of the pale of the law, and to deliver him at once without any trial to 
the headsman. But the humanity which, since the ninth of Thermidor, 
had generally directed the public councils restrained the deputies from 
taking this course. 

It was now night ; and the streets gradually became quiet. The clock 
struck twelve ; and Barere, under a strong guard, again set forth on his 
journey. He was conducted over the river to the place where the Orleans 
road branches off from the southern boulevard. Two travelling carriages 
stood there. In one of them was Billaud, attended by two officers ; in 
the other two more officers were waiting to receive Barere. Collot was 
dread y on the road. 

At Orleans, a city which had suffered cruelly from the Jacobin tyranny, 
'.he three deputies were surrounded by a mob bent on tearing them to 
pieces. All the national guards of the neighbourhood w^re assembled ; 
and this force was not greater than the emergency recpiired ; for the 
multitude pursued the carriages far on the road to Blois. 

.\t Amboise the prisoners learned that Tours was ready to receive them. 
The stately bridge was occupied by a throng of j^eople, who swore that 
the men under whose rule the Loire had been choked wkh corpses should 
have full personal ejq^erience of the nature of a noyade. In consequence 
of this news, the omcei-s who had charge of the criminals made such 
arrangements that the carriages reached Tours at two in the morning, and 
drove straight to the jx)st-house. Fresh horses were instantly ordered ; 
and the travellei-s started again at full gallop. They had, in truth, not a 
moment to lose ; for the alarm had been given ; lights were seen in motion ; 
and the yells of a great multitude, disappointed of its revenge, mingled 
with the sound of me departing wheels. 

At Poitiers there was another narrow escape. As the prisoners quitted 
the post-house, they saw the whole population pouring in fury down the 
steep declivity on which the city is built. They passed near Niort, but 
could flot venture to enter it. The inhabitants came forth with threaten- 
ing aspect, and vehemently cried to the postillions to stop ; but the 
postillions urged the horses to full s|>eed, and soon left the town behind. 
Through such dangers the men of blood were brought in safety to 
Rochelle. 

Oleron was the place of their destination, a dreary island beaten by the 
raging waves of the Bay of Biscay. The prisoners were confined in the 
castle ; each had a single chamber, at the door of which a guard was 
placed ; and each was allowed the ration of a sii^le soldier. They were 
not allowed to communicate either with the garrison or with the popola* 
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tion of the island ; and soon after their arrival they were denied the 
indulgence of walking on the ramparts. The only place where they were 
suffered to take exercise was the esplanade where the troops were drilled. 

They had not been long in this situation when news came that the 
Jacobins of Paris had made a last attempt to regain ascendency in the 
state, that the hall of the Convention had been forced by a furious crowd, 
that one of the deputies had been murdered and his head fixed on a pike, 
that the life of the President had been for a time in imminent danger, and 
that some members of the legislature had not l:)een ashamed to join the 
rioters. But troops had arrived in time to prevent a massacre. The in- 
surgents had b^n put to flight ; the inhabitants of the disaffected quar- 
ters of the capital nad been disarmed ; the guilty deputies had suffered 
the just punishment of their treason ; and the power of the Mountain was 
broken for ever. These events strengthened the aversion with which the 
system of terror and the authors of that system were regarded. One 
member of the Convention had moved that the three prisoners of Oleron 
should be put to death ; another, that they should be brought back to 
Paris, and tried by a council of war. These propositions were rejected. 
But something was conceded to the party which called for severity. A 
vessel which had been fitted out with great expedition at Rochefort 
touched at Oleron ; and it was announced to Collot and Billaud that they 
must instantly go on board. They were forthwith conveyed to Guiana, 
where Collot soon drank himself to death with brandy. Billaud lived 
many years, shunning his fellow-creatures and shunned by them ; and 
diverted his lonely hours by teaching parrots to talk. Why a distinction 
was made between Barere and his companions in guilt, neither he nor any 
otlier writer, as far as we know, has explained. It does not appear thnt 
the distinction was meant to be at all in his favour ; for orders soon 
arrived from Paris, that he should be V^rought to trial for his crimes before 
the criminal court of the department of the Upper Chareiite. He wa.s ac- 
cordingly brought back to the continent, and confined during some months 
at Saintes, in an old convent which had lately been turned into a jail. 

While he lingered here, the reaction which had followed the great crisis 
of rhermidor met with a temjK)rary check. The friends of the House of 
Bourbon, presunnng on the indulgence with which they had been treated 
after the fall of Robespierre, not only ventured to avow their opinions 
with little disguise, but at length took arms against the Convention, and 
were not put down till much blood had been shed in the streets of Paris. 
The vigilance of the public authorities was therefore now directed chiefly 
against the Royalists ; and the rigour with which the Jacobins had lately 
been treated was somewhat relaxed. The Convention, indeed, again re- 
solved that Barere should be sent to Guiana. But this decree was not 
carried into effect. The prisoner, probably with the connivance of some 
powerful persons, made his escape from Saintes and fled to Bordeaux, 
where he remained in concealment during some years. There SC^ems to 
have been a kind of understanding between him and the government, 
that, as long as he hid himself, he should not be found, hut that, if he 
obtruded himself on the public eye, he must take the consequences of his 
rashness. 

While the constitution of 1 795, with its Executive Directory, its Council 
of Elders, and its Council of Five Hundred, was in operation, he continued 
to live under the ban of the law. It was in vain that he solicited, even 
at moment^ when the politics of the Mountain seemed to be again in the 
ascendant, a remission of the sentence pronounced by the Convention. 
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Even his feliow-regicides, even the authors of the slaughter of Vendemiairc 
and of the arrests of Fructidor, were ashamed of him. 

About eighteen months after his escape from prison, his name was 
again brought before the world. In his own province he still retained some 
of his early popularity. He had, indeed, never been in that province since 
the downfall of the monarchy. The mountaineers of Gascony were far re- 
moved from the seat of government, and were but imperfectly informed of 
what passed there. They knew that their countryman had played an 
important part, and that he had on some occasions promoted their local 
interests ; and they stood by him in his adversity and in his disgrace with 
a constancy which presents a singular contrast to his own abject fickle- 
ness. All France was amazed to learn that the department of the Upper 
Pyrenees had chosen the proscribed tyrant a member of the Council of 
Five Hundred. The council which, like our House of Commons, was the 
judge of the election of its own members, refused to admit him. When 
his name was read from the roll, a cry of indignation rose from the 
benches. “Which of you, ’’exclaimed one of the members, “would 
sit by the side of such a monster?” “Not I, not II” answered 
a crowd of voices. One deputy declared that he would vacate his seat if 
the hall were polluted by the presence of such a wretch. The election 
was declared null on the ground that the person elected was a criminal 
skulking from justice ; and many severe reflections were thrown on the 
lenity which suffered him to be still at large. 

He tried to make his peace with the Directory, by writing a bulky 
libel on England, entitled, The Liberty of the Seas. He seems to have con- 
fidently expected that this work would produce a great effect. He printed 
three thousand copies, and in order to defray the expense of ]niblication, sold 
one of his farms for the sum of ten thousand francs. The book came out ; 
but nobody bought it, in consequence, if Barere is to be believed, of the 
villainy of Mr Pitt, who bribed the Directory to order the Reviewers not 
to notice so formidable an attack on the maritime greatness of i)erfidious 
Albion. 

Barere had been about three years at Bordeaux wheo he received in- 
telligence that the mob of the town designed him the honour of a visit on 
the ninth of Thermidor.and would probably administer to him what he had, 
in his defence of his friend Lc1k)ii, described as substantial justice under 
forms a little harsh. It was necessary for him to disguise himself in clothes 
such as were worn by the carpenters of the dock. In this garb, with a 
bundleof wood shavingsunderhisarm, hemadehis escape into the vineyards 
which surrounded the city, lurked during some days in a peasant’s hut, and, 
when the dreaded anniversary was over, stole back into the city. A few 
months later he was again in danger. He now thought that he should Ije 
nowhere so safe as in the neighbourhood of Paris. He quitted Bordeaux, 
hastened undetected tlirough those towns where four years before his life 
had been in extreme danger, passed through the capital in the morning 
twilight, when none were in the streets except shop-boys taking down 
the shutters, and arrived safe at the pleasant village of St Ouen on the 
Seine. Here he remained in .seclusion during some months. In the 
meantime Bonaparte returned from Egypt, placed himself at the head of a 
coalition of discontented parties, covered his designs with the authority of 
the Elders, drove the Five Hundred out of their hall at the point of the 
bayonet, and became absolute monarch of France under the name of 
First Consul. 

Barek-e assures us that these events almost broke his heart ; that he 
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could not bear to see France again subject to a master ; and that if tlie 
representatives had been worthy of that honourable name, they would have 
arrested the ambitious general who insulted them. These feelings, how- 
ever, did not prevent him from soliciting the protection of the new 
government, and from sending to the First Consul a handsome copy of 
the essay on the Liberty of the Seas. 

The policy of Bonaparte was to cover all the past with a general 
oblivion. He belonged half to the Revolution and half to the 
reaction. He was an upstart and a sovereign ; and had therefore some- 
thing in common with the Jacobin, and something in common with the 
Royalist. All, whether Jacobins or Royalists, who were disposed to 
support his government, were readily received — all, whether Jacobins or 
Royalists, who showed hostility to his government, were put down and 
punished. Men who had borne a part in the worst crimes of the Reign 
of Terror, and men who had fought in the army of Conde, were to be 
found close together, both in his antechambers and in his dungeons. He 
decorated Fouche and Maury with the same cross. He sent Arena and 
Georges Cadoudal to the same scaffold. From a government acting on 
such principles Barere easily obtained the indulgence which the Directory 
had constantly refused to grant. The sentence passed by the Convention 
was remitted ; and he was allowed to reside at Paris. His pardon, it is 
true, was not granted in the most honourable form ; and he remained, 
during some time, under the special supervision of the police. He 
hastened, however, to pay his court at the Luxemburg palace, where 
Bonaparte then resided, and was honoured with a few dry and careless 
words by the master of France. 

Here begins a new chapter of Barere’s history. What passed between 
him and the Consular government cannot, of course, be so accurately known 
to us as the speeches and reports which he made in the Convention. It is, 
however, not difficult, from notorious facts, and from the admissions 
scatterecl over these lying Memoirs, to form a tolerably accurate notion of 
what took place. Bonaparte wanted to buy Barere : Barere wanted to sell 
himself to Bonaparte. The only question was one of price ; and there was 
an immense interval between what was offered and what was demanded. 

Bonaparte, whose vehemence of will, fixedness of purpose, and reliance 
on his own genius were not only great but extravagant, looked with 
scorn on the most effeminate and dependent of human minds. He was 
quite capable of perpetrating crimes under the influence either of ambition 
or of revenge : but he had no touch of that accursed monomania, that 
craving for blood and tears, which raged in some of the Jacobin chiefs. 
To proscribe the Terrorists would have Ixjen wholly inconsistent with his 
policy ; but, of all the classes of men whom his comprehensive system 
included, he liked them the least ; and Barere was the worst of them. 
This wretch had been branded with infamy, first by the Convention, and 
then by the Council of Five Hundred. The inhabitants of four or five 
great cities had attempted to tear him limb from limb. Nor were his 
vices redeemed by eminent talents for administration or legislation. It 
would be unwise to place in any honourable or important post a man so 
wicked, so odious, and so little qualified to discharge high |>olitical 
duties. At the same time there was a way in which it seemed likely 
that he might be of use to the government. The First Consul, as he 
afterwards acknowledged, greatly overrated Barere ’s powers as a writer. 
Tlie effect which the Reports of the Committee of Public Safety had 
produced the camp fires of the Republican armies bad been great. 
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Napoleon himselfi when a young soldier, had been delighted by those com- 
positions, which had much in common with the rhaps^ies of his favourite 
poet, Macpherson. The taste, indeed, of the great warrior and states- 
man was never very pure. His bulletins, his general orders, and his 
proclamations, are sometimes, it is true, masterpieces in their kind ; but 
we too often detect, even in his best writing, traces of Fingal, and of the 
Carmagnoles. It is not strange, therefore, that he should have been 
desirous to secure the aid of Barere’s pen. Nor was this the only kind 
of assistance which the old member'of the Committee of Public Safety 
might render to the Consular government. He was likely to find admis- 
sion into the gloomy dens in which those Jacobins whose constancy was 
to be overcome by no reverse, or whose crimes admitted of no expiation, 
hid themselves from the curses of mankind. No enterprise was too bold 
or too atrocious for minds crazed by fanaticism, and familiar with misery 
and death. The government was anxious to have information of what 
passed in their secret councils ; and no man was better qualified to furnish 
sucli information than Barere. 

For these reasons the First Consul was disposed to employ Barere as a 
writer and as a spy. But Barere — was it possible that he would submit 
to such a degradation ? Bad as he was, he had played a great part. He 
had belonged to that class of criminals who filled the world with the re- 
nown of their crimes ; he had l)een one of a cabinet wliich had niled 
France with absolute power, and made war on all Europe with signal 
success. Nay, he had been, though not the most powerful, yet, with the 
single exception of Robespierre, the most conspicuous member of that 
cabinet. His name had been a household word at Moscow and at Phila- 
delphia, at Edinburgh and at Cadiz. The blootl of the Queen of France, 
the blood of the greatest orators and philosophers of France, was on his 
hands. He had spoken ; and it had been decreed that the plough should 

C ass over the great city of Lyons. He had spoken again ; and it had 
een decreed that the streets of Toulon should be razed to the ground. 
When depravity is placed so high as his, the hatred which it inspires is 
mingled with awe. His place was with great tyrants, With Critias and 
Sylla, with Eccelino and Ik)rgia ; not with hireling scribblers and police 
runners. 

** Virtue, I grant you, is an empty boast ; 

But shall the dignity of vice be lost ? ” 

So sang Pope ; and .so felt Barere. When it was proposed to him to 
publish a journal in defence of the Consular government, rage and shame 
inspired him for the first and last time with something like courage. He 
had filled as large a space in the eyes of mankind as Mr Pitt or General 
Washington ; and he was coolly invited to descend at once to tlie level of 
Mr Lewis Goldsmith. He saw, too, with agonies of envy, that a wide 
distinction was made between himself and the other statesmen of the 
Revolution who were summoned to the aid of the goveniment. Those 
statesmen were required, indeed, to make large sacrifices of principle \ 
but they were not called on to sacrifice what, in the opinion of the 
vulgar, constitutes personal dignity. They were made tribunes and 
legislators, amba.ssadors and counsellors of state, ministers, senatoi*s, and 
consuls. They might reasonably expect to rise with the rising fortunes 
of their master ; and, in truth, many of them were destined to wear the 
badge of his Legion of Honour and of his order of the Iron Crown ; to 
be arch-chancellors and arch-treasurers, counts, dukes, and princes, 
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Bavere, only six years Defore, had been far more powerful, far more 
widely renowned, than any of them ; and now, while they were thought 
worthy to represent the majesty of France at foreign courts, while thev 
received crowds of suitors in gilded antechambers, he was to pass his life 
in measuring paragraphs, and scolding correctors of the press. It was 
too much. Those lips which had never before been able to fashion them- 
selves to a No, now murmured expostulation and refusal. “ I could 
not” — these are his own words — ‘‘abase myself to such a point as to 
serve the First Consul merely in the capacity of a journalist, while so 
many insignificant, low, and servile people, such as the Treilhards, the 
Roederers, the Lebruns, the Marets, and others whom it is superfluous 
to name, held the first place in this government of upstarts.” 

This outbreak of spirit was of short duration. Napoleon was inexor- 
able. It is said indeed that he was, for a moment, half inclined to admit 
Barere into the Council of State ; but the members of that body remon- 
strated in the strongest terms, and declared that such a nomination would 
be a disgrace to them all. This plan was therefore relinquished. 'I hence- 
forth Bai'ere’s only chance of obtaining the patronage of the government 
was to subdue his pride, to forget that there had been a time wlicn, with 
three words, he might have had the heads of the three consuls, and to 
betake himself, humbly and industriously, to the task of composing lam- 
poons on England and panegyrics on Bonaparte. 

It has been often as.serted, we know not on what grounds, that BaVerc 
was employed by the government not only as a writer, l)nt as a censor of 
the writings of other men. This imputation he vehemently denies in his 
Memoirs ; but our readers will probably agree with us in thinking that 
his denial leaves the question exactly where it was. 

Thus much is certain, that he was not restrained from exercising the 
office of censor by any scruple of conscience or honour ; for he did acce[U 
an office, compared with which that of censor, odious as it is, may bo 
called an august and beneficent magistracy. He liegan to have what arc 
delicately called relations with the police. We are not sure that we have 
formed, or that we can convey, an exact notion of the nature of Barere';^ 
new calling. It is a calling unknown in our country. It has indeed often 
happened in England that a plot has been revealed to tlie government by 
one of the conspirators. I he informer has sometimes been directed to 
carry it fair towards his accomplices, and to let the evil design conic to 
full maturity. As soon as his work is done, he is generally snatched froin 
the public gaze, and sent to .some obscure village or to some remote 
colony. The use of spies, even to this extent, is in the highest degree 
unpopular in England ; but a political spy by profession is a creature from 
which our island is as free as it is from wolves. In France the race is 
well known, and was never more numerous, more greedy, more cunning, 
or more savage, than under the government of Bonaparte. 

Our idea of a gentleman in relations with the Consular and Imperial 
police may perhaps be incorrect. Such as it is, we will try to convey it 
to our readers. We image to ourselves a well dressed person, with a soft 
voice and affable manners. Ilis opinions are tho.se of the society in which 
he finds himself, but a little stronger. He often complains, in the Ian 
guage of lionest indignation, that what passes in private conversation finds 
its way strangely to the government, and cautions his associates to take 
care what they say whea the^ are not sure of their company. As fov 
himself, he owns that he is indiscreet. He can never refrain from speaking 
his mind ; and that is the reason that he is not prefect o( a department. 
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In a gallery of the Palais Royal he overhears two friends talking earnestly 
about the King and the Count of Artois. He follows them into a coffee- 
house, sits at the table next to them, calls for his half-dish and his small 
glass of cognac, takes up a journal, and seems occupied with the news. 
His neighbours go on talking without restraint, and in the style of persons 
warmly attached to the exiled family. They depart ; and he follows them 
half round the boulevards till he fairly tracks them to their apartments, 
and learns their names from the porters. From that day every letter 
addressed to either of them is sent irom the post-<jffice to the police, and 
opened. I'heir correspondents become known to the goveniment, and 
are carefully watched. Six or eight honest families, in different parts of 
France, find themselves at once under the frown of power without l>eing 
able to guess what offence they have given. One person is dismissed 
from a public office ; another learns with dismay that his promising son 
has been turned out of the Polytechnic school. 

Next, the indefatigable servant of the state falls in with an old republi- 
can, who has not changed with the times, who regrets the red cap and 
the tree of liberty, who has not unlearned the I'hee and Thou, and who 
still subscribes his letters with “ Health and Fraternity.” Into the ears 
of this sturdy politician our friend pours forth a long series of complaints. 
What evil times ! What a change since the days when the Mountain 
governed France! What is the First Consul but a king under a new 
name? What is this Legion of Honour but a new aristocracy? I'he 
old superstition is reviving with the old tyranny. 'Phere is a treaty 
with the Pope, and a provision for the clergy. Emigrant nobles are re- 
turning in crowds, anu are better received at the Tuileries than the men 
of the loth of August. Iliis cannot last. What is life without liberty? 
What terrors has death to the true patriot? The old Jacobin catches 
fire, bestows and receives the fraternal hug, and hints that there will soon 
be great news, and that the breed of Ilarmodius and Brutus is not quite 
extinct. The next day he is close prisoner, and all his papers are in the 
hands of the government. 

To this vocation, a vocation compared with which the life of a beggar, 
of a pickpocket, of a pimp, is honourable, did Barere now descend. It 
was his constant practice, as often as he enrolled himself in a new party, 
to pay his footing with the heads of old friends. He was at first a 
Royalist ; and he made atonement by watering the tree of liberty with 
the blood of Louis. He was then a Girondist ; and he made atonement 
by murdering Vergniaud and Gensonne. He fawned on Rol)espierre up 
to the eighth of Thermidor ; and he made atonement by moving, on the 
ninth, that Robespierre should be beheaded without a trial. He 
was now enlisted in the service of the new monarchy ; and he proceeded 
to atone for his republican heresies by sending republican throats to the 
guillotine. 

Among his most intimate associates was a Gascon named Demeryille, 
who had been employed in an office of high trust under the Committee 
of Public Safety. This man was fanatically attached to the Jacobin 
5>ystem of politics, and, in conjunction with other enthusiasts of the same 
class, formed a design against the First Consul. A hint of this design 
escaped him in conversation with Barere. Barere carried the intelligence 
to Lannes, who commanded the Consular Guards. Demerville was 
Jirrested, tried, and beheaded ; and among the witnesses who appeared 
against him was his friend Barere. 

The account which Barite has given of these transactions is studiously 
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confused and grossly dishonest. We think, however, that we can dis- 
cern, through much falsehood and much artful obscurity, some truths 
which he labours to conceal. It is clear to us that the government 
suspected him of what the Italians call a double treason. I-t was natural 
that such a suspicion should attach to him. He had, in times not very 
remote, zealously preached the Jacobin doctrine, that he who smites a 
tyrant deserves higher praise than he wlio saves a citizen. Was it pos- 
sible that the member of the Committee of Public Safety, the king-killer, 
the queen-killer, could in earnest mean to deliver his old confederates, 
his bosom friends, to the executioner, solely because they had planned an 
act which, if there were any truth in his own Carmagnoles, was in the 
highest degree virtuous and glorious? Was it not more probable that he 
was really concerned in the plot, and that the information which he gave 
was merely intended to lull or to mislead the police ? Accordingly, spies 
were set on the spy. He was ordered to quit Paris, and not to come 
within twenty leagues till he received further orders. Nay, he ran no 
small risk of being sent, with some of his old friends, to Madagascar. 

He made his peace, however, with the government so far, that he was 
not only permitted, during some years, to live unmolested, but was em- 
ployed in the lowest sort of political drudgery. In the summer of 1803, 
while he was preparing to visit the south of France, he received a letter 
which deserves to be inserted. It was from Duroc, who is well known 
to have enjoyed a large share of Najx)l eon’s confidence and favour. 

. The First Consul, having been informed that Citizen Barere is about 
to set out for the country, desires that he will slay at Paris. 

** Citizen Barere will every week draw up a report on the state of 
public opinion on the proceedings of the government, and generally on 
everything which, in nis judgment, it will be interesting to the First 
Consul to learn. 

** He may write with perfect freedom. 

“ He will deliver his re})orts under seal into General Duroc’s own 
hand, and General Duroc will deliver them to the First Consul. But it 
is absolutely necessary that nobody should susj^ct that this species of 
communication takes place ; and, should any such suspicion get abroad, 
the First Consul will cease to receive the reports of Citizen Barere. 

“ It will also be proi:)er that Citizen Barere should frecpiently insert in 
the journals articles tending to animate the public mind, particularly 
against the English.” 

During some years Barere continued to discharge the functions assigned 
to him by his master. Secret reports, filled with the talk of coffee- 
houses, were carried by him every week to the Tuileries. His friends 
assure us that he took especial pains to do all the harm in his power to 
the returned emigrants. It was not his fault if Napoleon was not 
apprised of every murmur and every sarcasm which old mar(|uesses who 
had lost their estates, and old clergymen who had lost their benefices, 
uttered against the imperial system. M. Hippolyte Carnot, we grieve to 
say, is so much blinded by party spirit that he seems to reckon this dirty 
wickedness among his hero’s titles to public esteem. 

Barhre was, at the same time, an indefatigable journalist and pam- 
phleteer. He set up a paper directed against England, and called the 
AntibrUannique, He planned a work entitled, “France 
made great and illustrious by Napoleon.” When the Imperial govern 
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ment was established, the old regicide made himself conspicuous even 
among the crowd of flatterers by the peculiar fulsomeness of his adulation. 
He translated into French a contemptible volume of Italian verses, en- 
titled, “ The Poetic Crown, composed on the glorious accession of Na- 
poleon the First, by the Shepherds of Arcadia.’’ He commenced a new 
series of Carmagnoles very different from those which had charmed the 
Mountain. The title of Emperor of the French, he said, was mean ; 
Napoleon ought to be Emperor of Europe. King of Italy was too humble 
an appellation ; Napoleon’s style ought to lx: King of Kings. 

But Barere laboured to small purpose in both his vocations. Neither 
as a writer nor as a spy was he of much use. He complains bitterly that 
his paper did not sell. While the Journal des Dibats^ then flourishing 
under the able management of Geoffrey, had a circulation of at least 
twenty thousand copies, the Manorial Antibritamiujue never, in its most 
prosperous times, had more than fifteen hundred subscribers ; and the:se 
subscribers were, with scarcely an exception, |xrsons residing far from 
Paris, probably Gascons, among whom the name of Barere had not yet 
lost its influence. 

A writer who cannot find readers generally attributes the public neglect 
to any cause rather than to the true one ; and Barere was no exception to 
the general rule. His old hatred to Pans revived in all its fury. That 
city, he says, has no sympathy with France. No Parisian cares to sub- 
scribe to a journal which dwells on the real wants and interests of the 
country. To a Parisian nothing is so ridiculous as patriotism. The 
higher classes of the capital have always been devoted to England. A 
corporal from London is better received among them than a P'rench general. 
A journal, therefore, which attacks England has no chance of their support. 

A much better explanation of the failure of the Memorial was given by 
Bonaparte at St Helena. “ Barere,” said he to Barry O’Meara, “had 
tlie reputation of being a man of talent : but I did not find him so. I 
employed him to write ; but he did not display ability. He used many 
flowers of rhetoric, but no solid argument ; nothing but coglionerie wrapped 
up in high-sounding language. ” 

The truth is that, though Barere was a man of quick parts, and could 
do with ease what he could do at all, he had never Ixen a good writer. 
In the day of his power he had been in the habit of haranguing an ex- 
citable audience on exciting topics. The faults of his style passed un- 
censured ; for it was a time of literary as well as of civil lawlessness, and 
a patriot was licensed to violate the ordinary rules of composition as well 
as the ordinary rules of jurisprudence and of social morality. But there 
had now been a literary as well as a civil reaction. As there was again 
a throne an<l a court, a magistracy, a chivalry, and a hierarchy, so was 
there a revival of classical taste. Honour was again paid to the prose of 
Pascal and Massillon, and to the verse of Racine and La Fontaine. The 
oratory which had delighted the galleries of the Convention was not only 
as much out of date as the language of Villehardouin and Joinville, but 
was associated in the public mind with images of horror. All the 
peculiarities of the Anacreon of the guillotine, his words unknown to the 
Dictionary of the Academy, his conceits and his jokes, his Gascon idionis 
and his Gascon hyperboles, had become as odious as the cant of the Puri- 
tans was in England after the Restoration. 

Bonaparte, who had never loved the men of the Reign of Terror, had 
now ceased to fear them. He was all-powerful and at the height of glory ; 
they were weak and universally abhorred. He was a sovereign ; and it 
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is probable that he already meditated a matrimonial alliance with sove- 
reigns. He was naturally unwilling, in his new position, to hold any 
intercourse with the worst class of Jacobins. Had Barere’s literary 
assistance been important to the government, personal aversion might 
have yielded to considerations of policy ; but there was no motive for 
keeping terms with a worthless man who had also proved a worthless 
writer. Bonaparte, therefore, gave loose to his feelings. Barerc 
was not gently dropped, not sent into an honourable retirement, but 
spumed and scourged away like a troublesome dog. He had l>een in 
the habit of sending six copies of his journal on fine paper daily to the 
Tuileries. Instead of receiving the thanks and praises which he expected, 
he was drily told that the great man had ordered five copies to be sent 
back. Still he toiled on ; still he cherished a hope that at last Napoleon 
would relent, and that at last some share in the honours of the state 
would reward so much assiduity and so much obsequiousness. He was 
bitterly undeceived. Under the Imperial constitution the electoral col- 
leges of the departments did not possess the right of choosing senators or 
deputies, but merely that of presenting candidates. From among these 
candidates the emperor named meml^ers of the senate, and the senate 
named members of the legislative body. The inhabitants of the Upper 
Pyrenees were still strangely partial to Barere. In the year 1805, they 
were disposed to present him as a candidate for the senate. On this Na- 
lx>leon expressed the highest displeasure ; and the president of the elec- 
toral college was directed to tell the voters, in plain terms, that such a 
choice would be disgraceful to the department. All thought of naming 
Barere a candidate for the senate was consequently dropped. But the 
})eople of Argeles ventured to name him a candidate for the legislative 
l)ody. That body was altogether destitute of weight and dignity ; it was 
not permitted to debate ; its only function was to vote in silence for what- 
ever the government proposed. It is not easy to understand how any man 
who had sat in free and powerful deliberative assemblies could condescend 
to l>ear a part in .such a mummery. BarCTC, however, was desirous of a place 
even in this mock legislature ; and a place even in this mock legislature 
was refused to him. In the whole senate he had not a single vote. 

Such treatment was sufficient, it might have been thought, to move 
the most abject of mankind to resentment. Still, however, Barere 
cringed and fawned on. His letters came weekly to the Tuileries till 
the year 1807. At length, while he was actually writing the two hun- 
dred and twenty-third of the series, a note was put into his hands. It 
was from Duroc, and was much more perspicuous than polite. Barere 
was requested to send no more of his Reports to the palace, as the Em- 
peror was too busy to read them. 

Contempt, says the Indian proverb, pierces even the shell of the tor- 
toise ; and the contempt of the Court was felt to the quick even by the 
callous heart of Barere. He had humbled himself to the dust ; and he 
had humbled himself in vain. Having been eminent among the rulers 
of a great and victorious state, he had stooped to serve a master in the 
vilest capacities ; and he had been told that, even in those capacities, he 
was not worthy of the pittance which had been disdainfully flung to him. 
He was now degraded below the level even of the hirelings whom the 
government employed in the most infamous offices. He stood idle in the 
market-place, not l>ecausc he thought any office too infamous, but be- 
cause none would hire t^im. 

Vet he had reason to think himself fortunate ; for, had all that is 
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avowed in these Memoirs been known, he would have received very dif- 
ferent tokens of the Imperial displeasure. We learn from himself that, 
while publishing daily columns of flattery on Bonaparte, and while carry- 
ing weekly budgets of calumny to the Tiiileries, he was in close con- 
nection with the agents wliom the Emperor Alexander, then by no means 
favourably disposed towards France, employed to watch all that passed 
at Baris ; was permitted to read their secret despatches ; was consulted 
by them as to the temj^r of the public mind and the character of Napo- 
leon ; and did his best to persuade them that the government was in a 
tottering condition, and that the new sovereign was not, as the world 
supposed, a great statesman and soldier. Next, Barere, still the flatterer 
and talebearer of the Imperial Court, connected himself in the same 
manner with the Spanish envoy, lie owns that with that envoy he had 
relations which he took the greatest pains to conceal from his own 
government ; that they met twice a day ; and that their conversation 
chiefly turned on the vices of Napoleon, on his designs against Spain, 
and on the best mode of rendering those designs abortive. In truth, 
Harare’s baseness was unfathomable. In the lowest deeps of shame he 
found out lower deeps. It is bad to l>e a sycophant ; it is bad to be a 
spy. But even among sycophants and spies there are degrees of mean- 
ness. The vilest sycophant is he who privily slanders the master on 
whom he fawns ; and the vilest spy is he who serves foreigners against 
llie government of his native land. 

From 1807 to 1814 Barere lived in obscurity, railing as bitterly as his 
craven cowardice would permit against the Imix*rial administration, and 
coming sometimes unpleasantly across the police. When the Bourljons 
returned, he, as might have l)een expected, l)ecame a royalist, and wrote a 
pamphlet setting forth the horrors of the system from which the Restora- 
tion had delivere<l France, ami magnifying the wisdom and goodness 
which had dictated the charter. He who had voted for the death of 
Louis, he wdio had moved the decree for the trial of Marie Antoinette, 
lie whose hatred of monarchy had led him to make war even upon the 
sepulchres of ancient moiiarcns, assures us, with great complacency, that 
“ui this work monarchical principles and attachment to the House of 
Bourbon are nobly expressed.” By this apostasy he got nothing, not 
even any additional infamy ; for his character was already too black to 
be blackened. 

During the hundred days he again emcr^l for a very short time into 
jHiblic life ; he was chosen by his native district a member of the Chamber 
of Representatives. But, though that assembly was composed in a great 
measure of men who regarded the excesses of the Jacobins with indul- 
gence, he found himself an object of general aversion. When the Fre- 
siflent first informed the Chamber that M. Barere reque.sted a hearing, a 
‘leep and indignant murmur ran round the benches. After the battle of 
Waterloo, Barere proposed that the Chaml>er should save France from 
ihe victorious enemy, by putting forth a proclamation about the pass of 
I hermopylse and the Lacedaemonian custom of wearing flowers in times 
f)f extreme danger. Whether this composition, if it had then appeared, 
would have stopped the English and Prussian armies, is a question re- 
specting which wc are left to conjecture. The Chamber refused to 
adopt this last of the Carmagnoles. 

'File Emjjeror had abdicated. 1 'he Bourbons returned. The Chamber 
‘ f Representatives, after burlesquing during a few weeks the proceedings 
of the National Convention, retirevl with the well-earned character of 
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having been the silliest political assembly that had met in France. Those 
dreaming pedants and praters never for a moment comprehended their 
position. They could never understand that Euroi>e must be either con- 
ciliated or vanquished; that Europe could be conciliated only by the 
restoration of Louis, and vanquished only by means of a dictatorial power 
entrusted to Naj^oleon. They would not hear of Louis ; yet they would 
not hear of the only measures which could keep him out. They incurred 
the enmity of all foreign powers by putting Napoleon at tlieir head ; yet 
they shackled him, thwarted him, quarrelled with him about every trifle, 
abandoned him on the 6rst reverse. They then opposed declamations 
and disquisitions to eight hundred thousand bayonets ; played at making 
a constitution for their country, when it depended on the indulgence of 
the victor whether they should have a country ; and were at last inter- 
rupted, in the midst of their babble about the rights of man and the sove- 
reignty of the people, by the soldiers of Wellington and Blucher. 

A new Chamber of Deputies was elected, so bitterly hostile to the Re- 
volution that there was no small risk of a new Reign of Terror. It is 
just, however, to say that the king, his ministers, and his allies exerted 
themselves to restrain the violence of the fanatical royalists, and that the 

{ )unishments inflicted, though in our opinion unjustifiable, were few and 
enient when compared with those which were demanded by M. de La- 
bourdonnaye and M. Hyde de Neuville. We have always heard, and 
are inclined to believe, that the government was not disposed to treat even 
the regicides with severity. But on this point the feeling of the Chamlxjr 
of Deputies was so strong that it was thought necessary to make some 
concession. It was enacted, therefore, that whoever, having voted in 
Januai7 1793 for the death of Louis the Sixteenth, had in any manner 
given in an adhesion to the government of Bonaparte during the hundred 
days should be banished for life from France. Barere fell within this de- 
scription. He had voted for the death of Louis ; and he had sat in the 
Chamber of Representatives during the hundred days. 

He accordingly retired to Belgium, and resided there, forgotten by all 
mankind, till the year 1830. After the revolution of July he was at 
liberty to return to France ; and he fixed his residence in his native 
province. But he was soon involved in a succession of lawsuits 
with his nearest relatioas — “ three fatal sisters and an ungrateful 
lirother,^' to use his own words. Who was in the right is a question 
about which we have no means of judging, and certainly shall not take 
Barfere’s word. The Courts api^ear to have decided some jx)ints in his 
favour and some against hiid. The natural inference is, that there were 
faults on all sides. The result of this litigation was that the old man was 
reduced to extreme poverty, and was forced to sell his paternal house. 

A5 far as we can judge from the few facts which remain to be mentioned, 
Barere continued Harare to the last. After his exile he turned Jacobin 
again, and, when he came back to France, joined the party of the extreme 
left in railing at Louis Philippe, and at all Louis Philippe’s ministers. M. 
Casimir P^ner, M. De Broglie, M. Guizot, and M. Thiers, in particular, 
are honoured with his abase ; and the King himself is held up to execra- 
tion as a hypocritical tyrant. Nevertheless, Barere had no scruple about 
accepting a charitable donation of a thousand francs a year from the privy 
purse of the sovereign whom he hated and reviled. This pension, to- 
gether with some small sums occasionally doled out to him by the depart 
ment of the Interiorf on the ground that he was a distressed man of letters, 
and by the department of Justice, on the ground that he had formerly 
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hel(i a high judicial office, saved him from the necessity of begging his bread. 
Having survived all his colleagues of the renowned Committee of Public 
Safety, and almost all his colleagues of the Convention, he died in January 
1841. He had attained his eighty-sixth year. 

We have now laid before our readers what we believe to be a just account 
of this man’s life. Can it be necessary for us to add anything for the purpose 
of assisting their judgment of his character? If we were writing about 
any of his colleagues in the Committee of Public Safety, about Carnot, 
about Robespierre, or Saint Just, nay, even about Couthon, Collot, or 
Billaud, we might feel it necessary to go into a full examination of the 
arguments which have been employed to vindicate or to excuse the sys- 
tem of Terror. We could, we think, show that France was saved from 
her foreign enemies, not by the system of Terror, but in spite of it ; and 
that the perils which were made the plea of the violent policy of the 
Mountain were to a great extent created by that very policy. We could, 
we think, also show that the evils produced by the Jacobin administration 
did not terminate when it fell ; that it bequeathed a long series of calami- 
ties to France and to Europe ; that public opinion, which had during two 
generations l^een constantly becoming more and more favourable to civil 
and religious freedom, underwent, during the days of I'error, a change of 
which the traces are still to be distinctly perceived. It was natural that 
there should be such a change, when men saw that those who called 
themselves the champions of popular rights had compressed into the space 
of twelve months more crimes than the Kings of France, Merovingian, 
Carlovingian, and Capetian, had perpetrated in twelve centuries. Free- 
dom was regarded as a great delusion. Men were willing to submit to 
the government of hereditary princes, of fortunate soldiers, of nobles, of 
priests ; to any government but that of philosophers and philanthropists. 
I lence the imperial despotism, with its enslaved press and its silent tribune, 
its dungeons stronger than the old liastile, and its tribunals more obse^ 
cjuious than the old parliaments. Hence the restoration of the Bourbons 
and of the Jesuits, the Chamber of 1815 with its categories of proscription, 
the revival of the feudal spirit, the encroachments of the clergy, the per- 
secution of the Protestants, the appearance of a new breed of De Montforts 
and Dominies m the full light of the nineteenth century. Hence the 
admission of France into the Holy Alliance, and tlie war waged by the 
old soldiers of the tricolor against the liberties of Spain. Hence, too, the 
apprehensions with which, even at the present day, tlie most temperate 
})lans for widening the narrow basis of the French representation are re- 
garded by those who are especially interred in the security of pro- 
j)crty and the maintenance of order. Half a century has not sufficed to 
obliterate the stain which one year of depravity and madness has left on 
tlie noblest of causes. 

Nothing is more ridiculous than the manner in which writers like M. 
ilippolyte Carnot defend or excuse the Jacobin adminstration, while they 
declaim against the reaction which followed. That the reaction has pro- 
<luced and is still producing much evil, is perfectly true. But what 
produced the reaction ? The spring flies up with a force proportioned 
to that with which it has been pressed dovm. The pendulum which is 
drawn far in one direction swings as far in the other. The joyous madn^s 
of intoxication in the evening is followed by languor and nausea on the 
morrow. And so, in politics, it is the sure law that every excess shall 
generate its opposite ; nor* does he deserve the name of a statesman who 
strikes a great blow without fully calculating the effect of the rebound, 

Y 
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But such calailation was infinitely beyond the reach of the authors of the 
Reign of Terror. Violence, and more violence, blood, and more blood, 
made up their whole policy. In a few months these poor creatures 
succeeded in bringing about a reaction, of which none of them saw, 
and of which none of us may see the close ; and, having brought it about, 
they marvelled at it ; they bewailed it ; they execrated it ; they ascribed 
it to everything but the real cause — their own immorality and their own 
profound incapacity for the conduct of great affairs. 

These, however, are considerations to which, on the present occasion, it 
is hardly necessary for us to advert ; for, be the defence which has been 
set up for the Jacobin policy good or bad, it is a defence which cannot 
avail Bar^re. From his own life, from his own pen, from his own 
mouth, we can prove that the part which he took in the work of 
blood is to be attributed, not even to sincere fanaticism, not even to 
misdirected and ill-regulated patriotism, but either to cowardice, or to 
delight in human misery. Will it l)e pretended that it was from public 
spirit that he murdered the (Girondists? In these very Memolrg he 
tells us that he always regarded their death as the greatest calamity 
that could befall France. Will it be pretended that it was from public 
spirit that he raved for the head of the Austrian woman ? In these very 
Memoirs he tells us that the time spent in attacking her was ill spent, and 
ought to have l>een employed in concerting measures of national defence. 
Will it be pretended that he was induced by sincere and earnest abhor- 
rence of kingly government to butcher the living and to outrage the 
dead ; he who invited Napoleon to take the title of King of Kings, he 
who assures us that after the Restoration he expressed in noble language 
his attachment to monarchy, and to the house of Bourbon ? Had he been 
less mean, something might have been said in extenuation of his cruelty. 
Had he been less cruel, something might have been said in extenuation 
of his meanness. But for him, regicide and court-spy, for him who 
patronised Lelwii and lietrayed Demerville, for him who wantoned alter- 
nately in gasconades of Jacobinism and gasconades of servility, what 
excuse has the largest charity to oflTer ? 

We cannot conclude without saying something about two parts of his 
character, which his biographer appears to consider as deserving of high 
admiration. Barere, it is admitted, was somewhat fickle ; but in two 
things he was consistent, in his love of Christianity, and in his hatred to 
England. If this were so, we must say that England is much more l>e- 
holden to him than Christianity. 

It is possible that our inclinations may bias our judgment ; but we 
think that we do not flatter ourselves when we say that Barere’s aversion 
to our country was a sentiment as deep and constant as his mind was 
capable of entertaining. The value of this compliment is indeed some- 
what diminished by the circumstance that he knew very little about us. 
His ignorance of our institutions, manners, and history is the less excus- 
able, because, according to his own account, he consorted much, during 
the peace of Amiens, with Englishmen of note, such as that eminent 
nobleman Lord Greaten, and that not less eminent philosopher Mr Mac- 
kensie Coefhis. In spite, however, of his connection with these well- 
kftown ornaments of our country, he was so ill-informed alxmt us as to 
fancy that our government was always laying plans to torment him. H 
he was hooted at Saintes, nrobably by people whose relations he had 
murdered, it was l>ecause the cabinet of St Jameses had hired the mob. 
If nobody would read his bad books it was because the cabinet of St 
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James’s had secured the Reviewers. His accounts of Mr Fox, of Mr 
Pitt, of the Duke of Wellington, of Mr Canning, swarm with blutKlers 
surpassing ev^en the ordinary blunders committed by Frenchmen who 
write about England. Mr Fox and Mr Pitt, he tells us, were ministers 
in two different reigns. Mr Pitt’s sinking fund was instituted in order 
to enable England to pay subsidies to the powers allied against the 
French republic. The Duke of Wellington’s_ house in Hyde Park was 
built by the nation, which twice voted the sum of £200^000 for the pur- 
pose. This, however, is exclusive of the cost of the frescoes, which were 
also paid for out of the public purse. Mr Canning was the first English- 
man whose death Europe had reason to lament ; for the death of Lord 
Ward, a relation, we presume, of Lord Grealen and Mr Coefhis, had 
l^een an immense l>enefit to mankind. 

Ignorant, however, as Parere was, he knew enough of us to hate us ; 
and we persuade ourselves that, had he known us better, he would have 
hated us more. 'Phe nation which has combined, beyond all example 
and all hope, the blessings of liberty with those of order, might well be 
an object of aversion to one who had been false alike to the cause of 
order and to the cause of liberty. We have had amongst us intem{>er- 
ate zeal for popular rights ; we have had amongst us also the intemperance 
of loyalty. But we have never l>een shocked by such a spectacle as the 
Harere of 1794, or as the Barere of 1804. Compared with him, our 
fiercest demagogues have been gentle ; compared with him, our meanest 
courtiers have been manly. Mix together Thistlewocxl and Ibibb 
Doddington ; and you arc still far from having Barere. The antipathy 
between him and us is such, that neither for the crimes of his earlier nor 
for those of his later life does our language, rich as it is, furnish us with 
adequate names. We liave found it difficult to relate his history without 
liaving perpetual recoui'se to the French vocabulary of horror, and to the 
French vocabulary of baseness. It is not easy to give a notion of his 
conduct in the Convention, without using those em}>liatic terms, 

ftoyade, fusillade^ niitradladc. It is not easy to give a notion of 
lus conduct under the Consulate and the iimpire witliout l)orrowing such 
u ords as inouchard and rfioiiton. 

We therefore like his invectives against us much better than anything 
else that lie has written ; and dwell on them, not merely with compla- 
cency, liut with a feeling akin to gratitude. It was but little that he could 
*1<) to promote the honour of our country ; but that little he did strenu- 
ously and constantly. Renegade, traitor, slave, coward, liar, slanderer, 
murderer, hack writer, police-spy — the one small service which he could 
lender to England was to hale her : and such as he was may all who 
hate her l>e ! 

We cannot say that we contemplate with equal satisfaction that fervent 
and constant zeal for religion which, according to M. Hippolyte Camot, 
'listinguished Barere ; for, as we think that whatever brings dishonour on 
l eligion is a serious evil, we had, we own, indulged a hope that Barere was 
an atheist. We now learn, however, that he was at no time even a sceptic, 
that he adhered to his faith through the whole Revolution, and that he 
has left several manuscript works on divinity. One of these is a pious 
treatise, entitled “Of Christianity, and of its Influence.” Another con- 
■Lts of meditations on the Psalms, which will doubtless greatly console 
and edify the Church. 

d'his makes the character complete. What.soever things are false, 
^vhatsoever things arc dishonest, whatsoever things are unjust, whatsoever 
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things are impure, whatsoever things are hateful, whatsoever things are of 
evil report, if there be any vice, and if there be any infamy, all these 
things, we knew, were blended in Barere. But one thing was still want- 
ing ; and that M. Hippolyte Carnot has supplied. When to such an 
assemblage of qualities a high profession of piety is added, the effect be- 
comes overpowering. We sink under the contemplation of such exquisite 
and manifold perfection ; and feel, with deep humility, how presumptuous 
it was in us to think of composing the legend of this beatified athlete of 
the faith, St Bertrand of the Carmagnoles. 

Something more we had to say about him. But let him go. We did not 
seek him out, and will not keep him longer. If those who call them- 
selves his friends had not forced him on our notice we should never have 
vouchsafed to him more than a passing word of scorn and abhorrence, 
such as we might fling at his brethren, Hebert and Fouquier Tinville, 
and Carrier and Lebon. We have no pleasure in seeing human nature 
thus degraded. We turn with disgust from the filthy and spiteful Yahoos 
of the fiction ; and the filthiest and most spiteful Yahoo of the fiction was 
a noble creature when compared with the Barere of history. But what is 
no pleasure M. Hippolyte Carnot has made a duty. It is no light thing 
that a man in high and honourable public trust, a man who, from his 
connections and position, may not unnaturally be supposed to speak the 
sentiments of a large class of his countrymen, should come forward to 
demand approbation for a life black with every sort of wickedness, and 
unredeemed by a single virtue. This M. Hippolyte Carnot has done. 
By attempting to enshrine this Jacobin carrion, he has forced us to gibbet 
it ; and we venture to say that, from the eminence of infamy on which we 
have placed it, he will not easily take it down. 
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FRANCIS ATTERBURY. 

(December 1B53.) 

Francis Atterbury, a man who holds a conspicuous place in the 
political, ecclesiastical, and literary history ot England, was bom in the 
year 1662, at Middleton in Buckinghamshire, a parish of which his 
father was rector. Francis was educated at Westminster School, and 
carried thence to Christchurch a stock of learning which, though really 
scanty, he through life exhibited with such judicious ostentation that 
superhcial observers believed his attainments to be immense. At Oxford, 
his parts, his taste, and his bold, contemptuous, and imperious spirit, 
soon made him conspicuous. Here lie published at twenty, hij first 
work, a translation of the noble {xiem of Absalom and Achitophel into 
Latin verse. Neither the style nor the versification of the young scholar 
was that of the Augustan age. In English composition he succeeded 
much belter. In 1687 he distinguished himself among many able men 
who wrote in defence of the Church of England, then persecuted by 
James IL, and calumniated by apostates who had for lucre quitted her 
communion. Among these apostates none was more active or malignant 
than Obadiah Walker, who was master of University College, and who 
had set up there, under the royal patronage, a press for printing tracts 
against the established rebgion. In one of these tracts, written appa- 
rently by Walker himself, many aspersions were thrown on Martin 
I vUther. Atterbury undertook to defend the great Saxon Reformer, and 
lx:rformed that task in a fnaniv:r singularly characteristic. Whoever 
examines his reply to Walker will lie struck by the contiast between the 
feebleness of those parts which are argumejitative and defensive, and the 
vigour of those parts w'hich are rhetorical and aggressive. The Papists 
were so much galled l^the sarcasms and invectives of the young polemic 
that they raised a cry of treason, and accused him of having, by implica- 
tion, called King James a Judas. 

After the Revolution, Atterbury, though bred in the doctrines of non- 
resistance and passive obedience, readily swore fealty to the new 
government. In no long time he took holy orders. He occasionally 
pt^ached in I^ondoa with an eloquence which raised his reputation, and 
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soon had the honour of being appointed one of the royal chaplains. But 
he ordinarily resided at Oxford, where he took an active part in acade- 
mical business, directed the classical studies of the undergraduates of his 
college, and was the chief adviser and assistant of Dean Aldrich, a'divine 
now chiefly remembered by his catches, but renowned among his con- 
temporaries as a scholar, a Tory, and a high-churchman. It was the 
practice, not a very judicious practice, of Aldrich to employ the most 
promising youths of his college in editing Greek and Latin books. 
Among the studious and well-disposed lads who were, unfortunately 
for themselves, induced to become teachers of philology when they 
should have been content to be learners, was Charles Boyle, son of 
the Earl of Orrery, and nephew of Robert Boyle, the great experi- 
mental philosopher. The task assigned to Charles Boyle was to prepare 
a new edition of one of the most worthless books in existence. It was a 
fashion, among those Greeks and Romans who cultivated rhetoric as an 
art, to compose epistles and harangues in the names of eminent men. 
Some of these counterfeits are fabricated with such exquisite taste and 
skill that it is the highest achievement of criticism to distinguish them 
from originals. Others are so feebly and rudely executed that they can 
hardly impose on an intelligent schoolboy. The best specimen whicli 
has come down to us is perhaps the oration for Marcellus, such an imita- 
tion of Tally’s eloquence as Tully would himself have read with wonder 
and delight. The worst specimen is perhaps a collection of letters pur- 
porting to have been written by that Phalaris who governed Agrigentuin 
more than 500 years before the Christian era. The evidence, both 
internal and external, against the genuineness of these letters is over- 
whelming. When, in the fifteenth century, they emerged, in company 
with much that was far more valuable, from their obscurity, they were 
pronounced spurious by Politian, the greatest scholar of Italy, and by 
Erasmus, the greatest scholar on our side of the Alps. In truth, it would 
be as easy to persuade an educated Englishman that one of Johnson’s 
Ramblers was the work of William Wallace as to persuade a man like 
Erasmus that a pedantic exercise, composed in the trim and artificial 
Attic of the time of Julian, was a dispatch written by a crafty and ferocious 
Dorian, who roasted people alive many years l:)efore there existed a 
volume of prose in the Greek language. But, though Christchurch 
could boast of many good Latinists, of many good English writers, and 
of a greater number of clever and fashionable men of the world than 
belonged to finy other academic body, there was not then in the college 
a single man capable of distinguishing between the infancy and the dotage 
of Greek literature. So superficial indeed wa^ the learning of the ruler., 
of this celebrated society that they were charmed by an essay which Sir 
William Temple published in praise of the ancient writers. It now 
seems strange that even the eminent public services, the deserved popu- 
larity, and the graceful style of Temple should have saved so silly a 
performance from universal contempt. Of the books which he most 
vehemently eulogised hi.s eulogies proved that he knew nothing. In 
fact, he could not read a line of the language in which they were written. 
Among many other foolish things, he said that the letters of Phalaiis 
were the oldest letters and also the best in the world. Whatever Temple 
wrote attracted notice. People who had never heard of the Epistles of 
Phalaris began to inquire about them. Aldrich, who knew very little 
Greek, took the wt>rd of Temple who knew none, and desired Boyle 
to prepare a new edition of these admirable compositions which, having 
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long slept in obscurity, had become on a sudden objects of general 
interest. 

The edition was prepared with the help of Atterbury, who was Boyle’s 
tutor, and of some other members of the college. It was an edition such 
as might be expected from people who would stoop to edite such a book . 
The notes were worthy of the text ; the Latin version worthy of the 
Greek original. The volume would have been forgotten in a month, had 
not a misunderstanding about a manuscript" arisen between the young 
editor and the greatest scholar that had appeared in Europe since the 
revival of letters, Richard Bentley. The manuscript was in Bentley’s 
keeping. Boyle wished it to be collated. A mischief-making bookseller 
informed him that Bentley had refused to lend it, which was false, and 
also that Bentley had spoken contemptuously of the letters attributed to 
Phalaris, and of the critics who were taken in by such counterfeits, whicli 
was perfectly true. Boyle, much provoked, paid, in his preface, a bitterly 
ironical compliment to Bentley’s courtesy. Bentley revenged himself by 
a short dissertation, in which he proved that the epistles were spurious, 
and the new edition of them worthless : but he treated Boyle personally 
with civility as a young gentleman of great hopes, whose love of learning 
was highly commendable, and who deserved to have had better instructors. 

Few things in literary history are more extraordinary than the storm 
which this little dissertation raised. Bentley had treat^ Boyle with for- 
l^earance ; but he had treated Christchurch with contempt \ and the 
(’hristchurch-men, wherever dispersed, were as much attached to their 
college as a Scotchman to his country, or a Jesuit to his order. Their 
influence was great. They were dominant at Oxford, powerful in the Inns 
of Court and in the College of Physicians, conspicuous in Parliament and in 
the literary and fashionable circles of I^ondon. Their unanimous cry was, 
that the honour of the college must be vindicated, that the insolent Cam- 
bridge pedant must be put down. Poor Boyle was unequal to the task, and 
disinclined to it. It was, therefore, assigned to his tutor, Atterbu^. 

The answer to Bentley, which bears the name of Boyle, but which was, 
in truth, no more the work of Boyle than the letters to which the contro- 
versy related were the w*ork of Phalaris, is now read only by the curious, 
and will in all probability never l)c reprinted again. But it had its day 
of noisy popularity. It was to be found, not only in the studies of men 
of letters, but on the tables of the most brilliant drawing-rooms of Soho 
Square and Covent Garden. Even the beaus and coquettes of that age, 
the Wildairs and tlie Lady Lurewells, the Mirabells and the Millaments, 
congratulated each other on the way in wdiich the gay young gentlehian, 
whose erudition sate so easily upon him, and who wrote with so much 
pleasantry and good breeding about the Attic dialect and the anapaestic 
measure, Sicilian talents and Thericlean cups, had bantered the queer prig 
of a doctor. Nor was the applause of the multitude undeserved. The 
book is, indeed, Atterbury ’s masterpiece, and gives a higher notion of his 
powers than any of those works to which he put his name. That he was 
altogether in the wrong on the main question, and on all the collateral 
questions springing out of it, that his knowledge of the language, the 
literature, and the history of Greece was not equal to what many freshmen 
now bring up every year to Cambridge and Oxford, and that some of his 
blunders seem rather to deserve a flogging than a refutation, is true ; and 
therefore it is that his performance is, in the highest degree, interesting 
and valuable to a judicious reader. It is good by reason of its exceeding 
badness. It is the most extraordinary instance that exists of tke art of 
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steward ofMoliere’s miser, in giving a fine dinner with plenty of money: 
the really great cook is he who can set out a banquet with no monev at 
all. That Bentley should have written excellently on ancient dironology 
and geography, on the development of the Greek language, and the origin 
of the Greek drama, is not strange. But that Atterbuiy should, during 
some years, have b^n thought to have treated these subjects much better 
than Bentley is strange ind^. It is true that the champion of Christ- 
church had all the help which the most celebrated members of that 
society could give him. Smalridge contributed some very good wit ; 
Friend and others some very bad archaeology and philology. But tlie 
greater part of the volume was entirely Atterlxiry’s : what was not his 
own was revised and retouclied by him : and the whole bears the mark 
of his mind, a mind inexhaustiWy rich in all the resources of contro- 
versy, and familiar with all the artifices which make falsehood look like 
truth, and ignorance like knowledge. He had little gold ; but he beat 
that little out to the very thinnest leaf, and spread it over so vast a sur- 
face tliat to those who judged by a glance, and who did not resort to 
balances and tests, the glittering heap of worthless matter which he pro- 
duced seemed to be an inestimable treasure of massy bullion. Such 
arguments as he had he placed in the clearest light. Where he had no 
arguments, he resorted to personalities, sometimes serious, generally ludi- 
crous, always clever and cutting. But, whether he was grave or merry, 
whether he reasoned or sneered, his style was always pure, polished, and 
easy. 

Party spirit then ran high ; yet, though Bentley ranked among Whi^, 
and Christchurch was a stronghold of Toryism, Whigs joined with Tones 
in applauding Atterbury’s volume. Garth insulted Bentley, and extolled 
Boyle in lines which are now never quoted except to be laughed at. 
Swift, in his Battle of the Books,” introduced with much pleasantry 
Boyle, clad in armour, the gift of all the gods, and directed by A]X)llo in 
the form of a human friend, for wliose name a blank is left which may 
easily be filled up. The youth, so accoutred, and so assisted, gains an 
easy victory over his uncourteous and boastful antagonist. Bentley, mean- 
while, was supported by the consciousness of an immeasurabk superiority, 
aiKi encouraged by the voices of the few who were really comj^tent to 
judge the combat “ No man,” he said, justly and nobly, “ was ever 
written down but by himself.” He spent two yeai-s in preparing a reply, 
which will never cease to be read and prized while the literature of ancient 
Greece is studied in any part of the world. This reply proved, not only 
that the letters ascribed to Phalaris were spurious, but that Atteri>ury, 
with all his wit, his eloquence, his skill in controversial fence, was the 
most audacious pretender that ever wrote about what he did not under- 
stand. But to Atterijury this exposure was matter of indifference. He 
was now engaged in a dispute about matters far more important and ex- 
citing than the laws of Zaieucus and the laws of Charondas. The rage of 
religious factions was extreme. High church and Low church divide<i 
the nation. The great majority of the cleigy were on the high -church 
side ; the majority of King William’s bishops were inclined to latitu- 
dinarianism. A dispute arose between the two parties touching the 
extent of the powers of the Lower House of Convocation. Atterbury 
thrust himself eagerly into the front raidt of the high-churchmen, lliose 
who take a comprelmsive and impartial view of his whole caiecr will not 
be disposed to give him cuedit for religioiis seal. But it was his nature 
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to be vehement and pugnacious in the cause of every fraternity of which 
he was a member, rie had defended the genuineness of a spurious book 
simply because Christchurch had put forth an edition of that book ; 
he now stood up for the clergy against the civil power, simply because 
he was a clergyman, and for the priests against the episcopal order, 
simply because he was as yet only a priest. He asserted the pretensions 
of the class to which he bdonged in several treatises written with much 
wit, ingenuity, audacity, and acrimony. In this, as in his first contro- 
versy, he was opposed to antagonists w’hose knowledge of the subject in 
dispute was far superior to his ; but in this, as in his first controversy, he 
imposed on the multitude by bold assertion, by sarcasm, by declamation, 
and, above all, by his peculiar knack of exhibiting a little erudition in 
such a manner as no make it look like a great deal. Having passed 
himself off on the world as a greater master of classical learning than 
Bentley, he ik)w passed himsdf off as a greater master of ecclesiastical 
learning than Wake or Gibson. By the great body of the clergy he was 
regarded as the ablest and most intrepid tribune that had ever defended 
their rights against tlie oligarchy of prelates. Tire lower House of Con- 
vocaticwi voted him thanks for his services ; the University of Oxford 
created him a doctor of divinity ; and soon after the accession of Anne, 
while the Tories still had tlie chief weight in the government, he was pro- 
moted to tlie deanery of Carlisle. ^ 

Soon after he had obtained this preferment, the Whig party rose to 
ascendency in the state. From that party he could expect no favour. 
Six yeai-s elaj>sed Ijefore a change of fortune took place. At length, in 
the year 1710, the prosecution of Sacheverell produced a formidable 
explosion of high-church fanaticism. At such a moment Atlerbury could 
not fail to be conspicuous. II is inordinate zeal for the bo<ly to which he 
belonged, his turbulent and aspiring temper, his rare talents for agitation 
and for controversy, were again signally displayed. He bore a chief part 
in framing that artful and eloquent speech which the accused divine pro- 
nounced at the bar of the Lords, and which presents a singxilar contrast 
to the absurd and scurrilous sermon which had very unwisely been 
honoured witli impeachment. During the troubled and anxious months 
which followed the trial, Atterl)ury was among the most active of those 
pamphleteers who inflamed the nation against the Whig ministry and the 
Whig parliament. When the ministry had been changed and the par- 
liament dissolved, rewards were sliowered upon him. The Lower House 
of Convocation elected him prolocutor. The Queen appointed him Dean 
of Christcliurcli on the death of his old friend and patron Aldrich, 
riie college would have preferred a gentler niler. Nevertheless, the new 
head was received with every mark of honour, A congratulatory oration 
in Latin was addressed to him in the magiuficent vestibule of the hall ; 
and he in reply profe.Hsed the warmest attachment to the venerable house 
in which he had been educated, and paid many gracious compliments to 
those over whom be was to preside. But it was not in his nature to be a 
mild or an equitable governor. He had left the chapter of Carlisle dis- 
tracted by quarrels. He found Christdiurdi at peace ; but in three 
months his despotic and contentious temper did at Christchurch what it 
had done at Carlisle. He was succeeded in both his deaneries by the 
humane and accomplished Smalridge, who gently complained of the 
state in which both had been left. “ Atterbuiy goes before, and sets 
<iverything on fire. I come after him with a bucket of water.'' It was 
said by Atterbury's that he was made a bt^op because he was 
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so bad a dean. Under his administration Christchurch was in con- 
fusion, scandalous altercations took place^ opprobrious words were ex- 
changed ; and there was reason to fear that the great Tory college would 
be ruined by the tyranny of the great Tory doctor. He was soon 
removed to the bishopric of Rochester, which was then always united 
with the deanery of Westminster. Still higher dignities seemed to be 
before him. For, though there were many able men on the episcopal 
bench, there was none who equalled or approached him in parliamentary 
talents. Had his party continued in power, it is not improbable that he 
would have been raised to the archbishopric of Canterbury. The more 
splendid his prospects, the more reason he had to dread the accession of 
a family which was well known to l)e partial to the Whigs. There is 
every reason to believe that he was one of those politicians who hoped 
that they might be able, during the life of Anne, to prepare matters in 
such a way that at her decease there might be little difficulty in setting 
aside the Act of Settlement and placing the Pretender on the throne. 
Her sudden death confounded the projects of these conspirators. Atter- 
bury, who wanted no kind of courage, implored his confederates to proclaim 
James III., and offered to accompany the heralds in lawn sleeves. But 
he found even the bravest soldiers of his party irresolute, and exclaimed, 
not, it is said, without interjections which ill became the mouth of a father 
of the church, that the best of all causes and the most precious of all moments 
had been pusillanimously thrown away. He acquiesced in what he could not 
prevent, took the oaths to the House of Hanover, and at the coronation 
officiated with the outward show of zeal, and did his best to ingratiate him- 
self with the royal family. But his servility was requited with cold con- 
tempt. No creature is so revengeful as a proud man who has humbled 
himself in vain. Atterbury became the most factious and pertinacious of 
all the opponents of the government. In the House of Lords his oratory, 
lucid, pointed, lively, and set off with every grace of pronunciation 
and of gesture, extorted the attention and admiration even of a hostile 
majority. Some of the most remarkable protests which appear in the 
journals of the peers were drawn up by him ; and in someot the bitterest 
of those pamphlets which called on the English to stand up for their 
country against the aliens who had come from beyond the seas to oppress 
and plunder her, critics ea.sily detected his style. When the rebellion of 
1715 broke out, he refused to sign the paper in which the bishops of the 
province of Canterbury declared their attachment to the Protestant suc- 
cession. He busied himself in electioneering, especially at Westminster, 
where, as dean, he possessed great influence ; and was, indeed, strongly 
suspected of having once set on a riotous mob to prevent his Whig 
fellow-citizens from polling. 

After having been long in indirect communication with the exiled fa- 
mily, he, in 1717, began to correspond directly with the Pretender. The 
first letter of the correspondence is extant. In that letter Atterbury boasts 
of having, during many years past, neglected no opportunity of serving 
the Jacobite cause. “ My daily prayer,” he says, “ is that you may have 
success. May I live to see that day, and live no longer than I do what 
is in my power to forward it,” It is to be remembered that he who wrote 
thus was a man bound to set to the church of which he was overseer an 
example of strict probity ; that he had repeatedly sworn allegiance to the 
House of Brunswick ; that he had assisted in placing the crown on the 
head of George I., ihd that he had abjured James III., “ without equi- 
vocation or mental reservation, on the true faith of a Christian.” 



FRANCIS A TTERBUR K 


349 

It is agreeable to turn from his public to his private life. His turbulent 
spirit, wearied with faction and treason, now and then required repose, 
and found it in domestic endearments, and in the society of the most 
illustrious of the living and of the dead. Of his wife little is known : but 
between him and his daughter there was an affection singularly close and 
tender. The gentleness of his manners when he was in the company of a 
few friends was such as seemed hardly credible to those who knew him 
only by his writings and speeches. The charm" of his “ softer hour ” has 
been commemorated by one of those friends in imperishable verse. Though 
Atterbury’s classical attainments were not great, his taste in English 
literature was excellent ; and his admiration of genius was so strong that 
it overpowered even his political and religious antipathies. His fondness 
for Milton, the mortal enemy of the Stuarts and of the church, was such 
as to many 'Fories seemed a crime. On the sad night on which Addison 
was laid in the chapel of Henry VII., the Westminster boys remarked 
that Atterbury read the funeral service with a peculiar tenderness and so- 
lemnity. The favourite companions, however, of the great Tory prelate 
were, as might have been expected, men whose polilics had at least a tinge 
of Toryism. He lived on friendly terms with Swift, Arbuthnot, and 
Gay. With Prior he had a close intimacy, which some misunderstanding 
about public affairs at last dissolved. Pope found in Atterbury, not only 
a warm admirer, but a most faithful, fearless, and judicious adviser. The 
poet was a frequent guest at the episcopal palace among the elms of 
Bromley, and entertained not the slightest suspicion that his host, now 
declining in years, confined to an easy chair by gout, and apparently de- 
voted to literature, was deeply concerned in criminal and perilous designs 
against the government. 

The spirit of the Jacobites had been cowed by the events of 1715. 
It revived in 1721. The failure of the South Sea project, the panic 
in the money market, the downfall of great commercial houses, the 
distress from which no part of the kingdom was exempt, had pro- 
duced general discontent. It seemed not improbable that at such' a mo- 
ment an insurrection might be successful. An insunection was planned, 
riie streets of London were to be barricaded ; the d ower and the Bank 
were to be surprised ; King George, his family, and his chief captains and 
councillors, were to l3e arrested ; and King James was to be proclaimed. 
The design became known to the Duke of Orleans, regent of France, who 
was on terms of friendship with the House of Hanover. He put the 
English government on its guard. Some of the chief malecontents were 
committed to prison ; and among them was Atterbury. No bishop of 
the Church of England had been taken into custody since that memorable 
day when the applauses and prayers of all London had followed the 
seven bishops to the gate of the Tower. The Opposition entertained 
some hope that it might be possible to excite among the people an enthu- 
siasm resembling that of their fathers, who rushed into the waters of the 
Thames to implore the blessing of Sancroft. Pictures of the heroic con- 
fessor in his cell were exhibited at the shop windows. Verses in his 
praise were sung about the streets. The restraints by which he was pre- 
vented from communicating with his accomplices were represented as 
cruelties worthy of the dungeons of the Inquisition. Strong appeals were 
made to the priesthood. Would they tamely permit so gross an insult to 
be offered to their cloth ? Would they suffer the ablest, the most eloquent 
member of their profession, the man who had so often stood up for their 
rights against the civil power, to be treated like the vilest of mankind ? 



55 ® 


FRANCIS ATTERBURY. 


There was considerable excitement ; but it was allayed by a temperate 
and artful letter to the clergy, the work, in all probability, of Bishop 
Gibson, who stood high in the favour of Walpole, and shortly after be- 
came minister for ecclesiastical affairs. 

Atterbury remained in close confinement during some months. He 
had carried on his coiTCspondence with the exiled family so cautiously 
that the circumstantial proofs of his guilt, though sufficient to produce 
entire moral conviction, were not sufficient to justify legal conviction. 
He could be reached only by a bill of pains and penalties. Such a bill 
the Whig party, then decidedly predominant in both houses, was quite 
prepared to support. Many hot-headed members of that party were 
eager to follow the precedent which had l>ecn set in the case of Sir John 
Fenwick, and to pass an act for cutting off the bishop’s head. Cadogan, 
who commanded the army, a brave soldier, but a headstrong politician, 
is said to have exclaimed with great vehemence : “ Fling him to the lions 
in the Tower.” But the wiser and more humane Walpole was always 
unwdlling to she<. ])lood ; and his influence prevailed. When Parliament 
met, the evidence against the bishop was laid before committees of both 
house. Those committees reported that his guilt was y)roved. In the 
Commons a resolution, pronouncing him a traitor, was carried by nearly 
two to one. A bill was then introduced which provided that he should 
be deprived of his spiritual dignities, that he should he banished for life, 
and that no British subject should hold any intercourse with him except 
by the royal permission. 

This bill passed the Commons with little difficulty. For the bishop, 
though invited to defend himself, chose to reserve his defence for the 
assembly of which he was a member. In the Lords the contest was 
sharp. The young Duke of Wharton, distinguished by his parts, his 
dissoluteness, and his versatility, spoke for Atterbury with great effect ; 
and Atterbury’s own voice was heard for the last time by that unfriendly 
audience which had so often listened to him with mingled aversion and 
delight. He produced few witnesses ; nor did those witnesses say much 
that could be of service to him. Among them was Pope. He was called 
to prove that, while he was an inmate of the palace at Bromley, the 
bishop’s time was completely occupied by literary and domestic matters, 
and that no leisure was left for plotting. But Pa|>e, who was (|uite un- 
accustomed to speak in public, lost his head, and, as he afterwards 
owned, though he had only ten words to say, madp two or three blundei-s. 

The bill finally passed the Lords by eighty-three votes to forty-three. 
The bishops, with a single exception, were in the majority. Their con- 
duct drew on them a sharp taunt from Lord Bathurst, a warm friend of 
Atterbury and a zealous Tory. “The wild Indians,” he said, “give 
no quarter, because they believe that they shall inherit the skill and 
prowess of every adversary whom they destroy. Perhaps the animosity 
of the right reverend prelates to their brother may be explained in the 
same way.” 

Atterbury took leave of those whom he loved with a dignity and 
tenderness worthy of a better man. Three fine lines of his favourite poet 
were often in his mouth : — 

“ Some natural tears he dropped, but wiped them soon : 

The world was all Ijefore him, where to chuse 

His plactrof rest, and Providence his guide.” 
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At parting he presented Pope with a Bible, and said, with a disingenu- 
ousness of which no man who had studied the Bible to much purpose 
would have been guilty : “If ever you learn that I have any dealings 
with the Pretender, I give you leave to say that my punishment is just. ” 
Pope at this time really believed the bishop to be an injured man. 
Arbuthnot seems to have been of the same opinion. Swift, a few months 
later, ridiailed with great bitterness, in the “Voyage to Laputa,” the 
evidence which had satisfied the two Houses ofl^arliament. Soon, how- 
ever, the most partial friends of the banished prelate ceased to assert his 
innocence, and contented themselves with lamenting and excusing what 
they could not defend. After a short stay at Brussels, he had taken up 
his abode at Paris, and had become the leading man among the Jacobite 
refugees who were assembled there. He was invited to Rome by the 
Pretender, who then held his mock court under the immediate protection 
of the Pope. But Atterbury felt that a bishop of the Church of England 
would be strangely out of place at the Vatican, and declined the invita- 
tion. During some months, however, he might flatter himself that he 
stood high in the good graces of James. The correspondence l^etween 
the master and the servant was constant. Atterbury’s merits were 
warmly acknowledged ; his advice was respectfully received ; and he 
was, as Bolinghroke had been l)efore him, the prime minister of a king 
without a kingdom. But the new favourite found, as Bolinghroke had 
found before him, that it was quite as hard to keep the shadow of power 
under a vagrant and mendicant prince as to keep the reality of power at 
Westminster. Though James had neither territories nor revenues, neither 
army nor navy, there was more faction and more intrigue among his 
courtiers than among those of his successful rival. Atterbury soon per- 
ceived that his counsels were disregarded, if not distrusted. His proud 
spirit was deeply wounded. He quitted Paris, fixed his residence at 
Montpellier, gave up politics, and devoted himself entirely to letters. In 
the sixth year of his exile he had so severe an illness that his daughter, 
herself in very delicate health, determined to run all risks that she 'might 
see him once more. Having obtained a license from the English 
(iovernment, she went by sea to Bordeaux, but landed tlicre in such a 
state that she could travel only by boat or in a litter. Her father, in spite 
of his infirmities, set out front Montpellier to meet her ; and she, with the 
impatience which is often the sign of approaching death, hastened towards 
him. Those who were about her in vain im})lored her to travel slowly. 
She said that every hour was precious, that she only wished to see her 
l>apa and to die. She met him at Toulouse, embraced him, received 
from his hand the sacred bread and wine, and thanked God that they had 
])assed one day in each othePs society l)efore they parted for ever. She 
died that night. 

It was some time before even the strong mind of Atterbury recovered 
from this cmel blow. As soon as he w^as himself again he became eager for 
action and conflict ; for grief, which disposes gentle natures to retirement, 
to inaction, and to meditation, only makes restless spirits more restless, 
'rhe Pretender, dull and bigoted as he was, had founcl out that he had not 
acted wisely in parting with one who, though a heretic, was, in abilities and 
accomplishments, the foremost man of the Jacobite party. The bishop was 
courted back, and was without much difficulty induceci to return to Paris 
and to become once more the phantom minister of a phantom monarchy. 
But his long and troubled life was drawing to a close. To the last, how- 
ever, his intellect retained all its keenness and vigour. He learned, in the 
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ninth year of his banishment, that he had been accused by Oldmixon, as 
dishonest and malignant a scribbler as any that has been saved from 
oblivion by the Dunciad, of having, in concert with other Christchurch- 
men, garbled Clarendon s History of the Rebellion. The charge, as 
respected Atterbury, had not the slightest foundation : for he was not 
one of the editors of the History, and never saw it till it was printed". 
He publishetl a short vindication of himself, which is a model in its kind, 
luminous, temperate, and dignified. A copy of this little work he sent 
to the Pretender, with a letter singularly eloquent and graceful. It was 
impossible, the old man said, that he should write anything on such a 
subject without being reminded of the resemblance between his own fate 
and that of Clarendon. They were the only two English subjects that 
had ever been banished from their country and debarred from all com- 
munication with their friends by act of parliament. But here the resem- 
blance ended. One of the exiles had been so happy as to bear a chief 
part in the restoration of the Royal house. All that the other could now 
do was to die asserting the rights of that house to the last. A few weeks 
after this letter was written Atterbury dial. He had just completed his 
seventieth year. 

His body was brought to England, and laid, with great privacy, under 
the nave of Westminster Abbey. Only three mourners followed the 
coffin. No inscription marks the grave. That the epitaph with which 
Pope honoured the memory of his friend does not appear on the walls of 
the great national cemetery is no subject of regret ; for nothing worse 
was ever written by Colley Cibber. 

Those who wish for more complete information about Atterbury may 
easily collect it from his sermons and his controversial writings, from the 
report of the parliamentary proceedings against him, which will be found 
in the State 'I'rials, from the five volumes of his correspondence, edited 
by Mr Nichols, and from the first volume of the Stuart papers, edited by 
Mr Glover. A very indulgent but a very interesting account of the 
bishop’s political career will l^e found in Lord Mahon’s valuable History 
of England. 
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JOHN BUNYAN. 

(May 1854.) 

John Bun van, the most popular religious writer in the English language, 
was born at Elstow, about a mile from Bedford, in the year 1628. He 
may be said to have been born a tinker. The tinkers then formed an 
hereditary caste, which was held in no high estimation. They were 
generally vagrants and pilferers, and were often confounded with the 
gipsies, whom in truth they nearly resembled. Bunyan’s father was more 
respectable than most of the tribe. He had a fixed residence, and^was 
able to send his son to a village school where reading and writing were 
taught. 

The years of John’s boyhood were those during which the puritan 
spirit was in the highest vigour all over England ; and nowhere had that 
spirit more influence than in Bedfordshire. It is not wonderful, there- 
fore, that a lad to whom nature had given a powerful imagination, and 
sensibility which ^tmounted to a disease, should have been early haunted 
by religious terrors. Before he was ten, his sports were interrupted by 
fits of remorse and despair ; and his sleep was disturbed by dreams of 
fiends trying to fly- away with him. As he grew older, his mental 
conflicts became still more violent. The strong language in which he 
described them has strangely misled all his biographers except Mr 
Southey. It has long been an ordinary practice witlk^i^iis writers to 
cite Bunyan as an instance of the supernatural power o? divine grace to 
rescue the human soul from the lowest depths of wkk^dness. He is 
called in one book the most notorious of profligates^; in another, the 
brand plucked from the burning. He is designated in Mr Ivimey’s 
History of the Baptists as the depraved Bunyan, the wicked tinker of 
Klstow. Mr Ryland, a man once of great note among the Dissenters, 
breaks out into the following rhapsody ; — No man of common sense 
and common integrity can deny that Bunyan was a practical atheist, a 
worthless contemptible infidel, a vile rebel to God and goodness, a 
common profligate, a soul-despising, a soul-murdering, a soul-damning, 
thoughtless wretch as could exist on the face of the earth. Now bi 
astonished, O heavens, to eternity I and wonder, O earth and hell I 
while time endures. Behold this very man become a mir^e of mercyj 
a mirror of wisdom, goodness, holiness, truth, and love.” -Wvit 
takes the trouble to examine the evidence will find that the good^fe^ 
who wrote this had been deceived by a phraseol<^ which, as they hac 
been hearing it and using it all their lives, they ought to have und^tood 
better. There cannot be a greater mistake than to infer, from the 
expressions in which a devout man bemoans his exceeding sinfulness, tratt 
be has led a worse life than his neighbours. Many excellent pei^n% 
whose moral character from boyhood to old age has been free from any 
stain discernible to their fellow-creatures,^ have, in their autobiographiea 
and diaries, applied to themselves, and doubtless with sincerity, epithets 
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as severe as could be , applied to Titus Oates or Mrs Brownrigg. It is 
quite certain that Bunyan wa^, at eighteen, what, in any but the most 
austerely puritanical circles, would have been considered as a young man 
of Angular gravity and innocence. Indeed, it may be remarked that he, 
like many other penitents who, in general terms, acknowledged them- 
selves to have been the worst of mankind, fired up and stood vigorously 
on his defence, whenever any particular charge was brought against him 
by others. He declares, it is tnie, that he had let loose the reins on the 
neck of his lusts, that he had delighted in all transgressions against the 
divine law, and that he had been the riirgleader of the youth of Elstow in 
all manner of vice. But. when those who wished him ill accused him of 
licentious amours, he called on God and the angels to attest his purity. 
No woman, he said, in heaven, earth, or hell, could charge him with 
having ever made any improper advances to her. Not only had he been 
strictly faithful to his wile ; but he had even before his marriage, been 
perfectly spotless. It does not appear from his own confessions, or from 
the railings of his enemies, that he ever was drunk in his life. One bad 
habit he contracted, that of using profane language ; but he tells us that 
a aingle i*eproof cured him so effectually that he never offended again. 
The worst that can be laid to the charge of this poor youth, whom it 
has been the fashion to represent as the most desperate of reprobates, as 
a village Rochester, is that he had a great liking for some diversions, 
quite harmless in themselves, but condemned by the rigid pr^isiuns among 
whom he lived, and for whose opinion he had a great respect. The four 
chief sins of which he was guilty were dancing, ringing the bells of the 
parish church, playing at tipcat, and reading the history of Sir Bevis of 
Southampton. A rector of the school of Laud would have held such a 
young man up to the whole parish as a model. But Buuyan’s notions of 
good and evil had been learned in a very different school ; and he was 
mude miserable by the conflict between his tastes and his scruples. 

When he was about seventeen, the ordinary course of his life was 
interrupted by an event which gave a la.sting colour to his thoughts. He 
enlistea in the parliamentary army, and served during the decisive cam- 
paign of 1645. All that we know of his military career is that, at tlu* 
siege of I.^icester, one of his comrades, who had taken his post, was 
killed by a shot from the town. Bunyan ever after considered himself as 
liaving been saved from death by the special interference of Providence. 
It may be observed that his imagination was strongly impressed by the 
glimpse which he had caught of the pomp of war. To the last he loved 
to draw his illustrations of sacred things from camps and fortresses, from 
guns, drums, trumpets, flag.s of truce, and regiments arrayed, each imdi i 
lU own banner, itis Greatheart, his Captain Boanerges, and his Captain 
Credence, are evidently portraits, of which the originals were among those 
martial saints who fought and expounded in Fairfax’s army. 

In a few months Bunyan returned home and married. His wife had 
some pious relations, and brought him as her only portion some pious 
hooka.: And now his mind, excitable by nature, very imperfectly dis- 
ciplined by education, and exposed, without any protection, to the infec- 
tioua virulence of the enthusiasm which was then, epidemic in England, 
began to be fearfully disordered. In outward things he soon became a 
stnet Pharisee. He was constant in attendance at prayers and sermons. 
His favourite amusements were one after another relinquished, though not 
without many painful struggles. In the middle of a game at tipcat he 
paused, and stem star ing wildly upwards witli his stick in his hand. Ht 
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had heard a voice asking him whether he would leave his*^ sins and go to 
heaven, or keep his sins and go to hell 1 and he had seen an awful coun- 
tenance frov^ming on him from the sky.i The odious vice of bellrihging 
he renounced ; hut he still for a time ventured to go to the church tower 
and look on while others pulled the ropes. But soon the thought struck 
him that, if he persisted in such wickedness, the steeple would fall on 
head ; and he ned in terror from the accursed place. I'o give up danc- 
ing on the village green was still harder ; and some months elapsed be- 
fore he had the fortitude to part with this darling sin. When this last 
sacrifice had been made, he was, even when trietl by the maxims of that 
austere time, faultless. All Elstow talked of him as an eminently pious 
youth. But his own mind was more unquiet than ever. Having nothing 
more to do in the way of visible reformation, yet finding in religion no 
pleasures to supply the place of the juvenile amusements which he had 
relinquished, he began to apprehend that he lay under some special male- 
diction ; and he was tormented by a succession of fantasies which seemed 
likely to drive him to suicide or to Bedlam. 

At one time he took it into his head that all persons of Israelite blood 
would be saved, and tried to make out that he partook of that blood ; but 
his hopes were speedily destroyed by his father, who seems to have had 
no ambition to be regarded as a Jew, 

At another time Bunyan was disturbed by a strange dilemma : “ If I 
have not faUkivI am lost ; if I have faith, I can work miracles.’^ He was 
tempted to the puddles between Elstow and Bedford, Be ye 

dry,” and to stake his eternal hopes on the event. 

Then he took up a notion that the day of grace for Bedford and the 
neighbouring villages was past ; that all who were to be saved in that 
part of England were already converted ; and that he had begun to pray 
and strive some months too late. 

Then he was harassed by doubts whether the Turks were not in .Ihe 
right, and the Christians in the wrong. Then he was troubled by a 
maniacal impulse which prompted him to pray to the trees, to a broom- 
stick, to the parish bull. As yet, however, he was only entering the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death. Soon the darkness grew thicker. 
Hideous forms floated before him. Sound.s of cursing and wailing were in 
his ears. His way ran through stench and fire, close to the mouth of the bot- 
tomless pit. 1 fe began to be haunted by a strange curiosity about the unpar- 
donable sin, and l)y a morbid longing to commit it. But the most frightful 
of all the forms which his disease took wasa proj^ensity to utter blasphemy, 
nod especially to renouncehis share in the benefits of the redemption. Night 
and day, in l)ed,at table, at work, evil spirits, as he imagined, were relocating 
olose to his ear the words, “Sell him, sell him. ” He stnick at the hobgoblins ; 
hoqmshed themfromhim ; but still they were everat his side. He criSl out in 
answer to them, hour after hour : “ Never, never ; not for thousands of 
worlds ; not /or thousands.” At length, worn out by this agony, he 
suffered the fatal words to escape him, “ Let him go, if he will.” Then 
his misery became more fearful than ever. He had done what could not 
he forgiven. He had forfeited his part of the great sacrifice. Like Esau, 
he had sold his birthright ; and there was no longer any place for repent- 
^mce. “ None,” he afterwards wrote, “ knows the terrors of those days 
hut myself.” He has descril)ed his sufferings with singular energy, sim- 
idicity, and pathos. He envied the brutes ; he envied the very stones in 
die street, and the tiles on the house.s. I'he sun seemed to withhold its 
hght and warmth from him. 11 is body, though cast ir a sturdy mould, 
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and thougli still in the highest vigour of youth, trembled whole days to- 
gether with the fear of death and judgment, fie fancied that this 
trembling was the sign set on the worst reprobates, the sign which God 
had put on Cain. The unhappy man’s emotion destroyed his power of 
digestion. He had such pains that he expected to burst asunder like 
Judas, whom he regarded as his prototype. 

Neither the books which Bunyaii reaa, nor the advisers whom he con- 
sulted, were likely to do much good in a case like his. His small library 
had received a most unseasonable addition, the account of the lamentable 
end of Francis Spira. One ancient man of high repute for piety, whom 
the sufferer consulted, gave an opinion which might well have produced 
fatal consequences. “ I am afraid,” said Bimyan, “ that I have committed 
the sin against the Holy Ghost.” “ Indeed,” said the old fanatic, “lam 
afraid that you have.’’ 

At length the clouds broke ; the light became clearer and clearer j aufl 
the enthusiast, who had imagined that he was branded with the mark of 
the first murderer, and destined to the end of the arch traitor, enjoyed 
peace and a cheerful confidence in the mercy of God. Years elapsed, 
however, before his nerves, which had been so perilously overstrained, 
recovered their tone. When he had joined a Baptist society at Bedford, 
and was for the first time admitted to partake of the Eucharist, it was 
with difficulty that he could refrain from imprecating destmetion on his 
brethren while the cup was passing from hand to hand. After he had 
been some time a member of the congregation, he began to preach ; and 
his sermons produced a powerful effect. He was indeed illiterate ; but 
he spoke to illiterate men. The severe training through whicli he had 
passed had given him such an experimental knowledge of all the modes of 
religious melancholy as he could never have gathered from books ; and 
his vigorous genius, animated Iw a fervent .spirit of devotion, enabled him, 
not only to exercise a great influence over the vulgar, but even to extort 
the half contemptuous admiration of scholars. Yet it was long before lie 
ceased to be tormented by an impulse which urged him to utter words of 
horrible impiety in the pulpit. 

Counter-irritants are of as great use in moral as in physical diseases. 
It should seem that Bunyan was finally relieved from the internal suffer- 
ings which had embittered his life by sharp persecution from without. He 
had been five years a preacher, when the Restoration put it in the power of 
the Cavalier gentlemen and clergymen all over the countiy to oppress tlu 
Dissenters ; and of all the Dissenters whose history is known to us, he was 
perhaps the most hardly treated. In November 1660, he was flung into Bed- 
ford gaol ; and there he remained, with some intervals of partial and precari- 
ous liberty, during twelve years. His persecutors tried to extort from him a 
promise that he would abstain from preaching; but he was convinced that 
he was divinely set apart and commissioned to be a teacher of righteous- 
ness ; and he was fully determined to obey God rather than man. He wa « 
brought before several tribunals, laughed at, caressed, reviled, menaced, 
but in vain. lie was facetiously told that he was quite right in thinking 
that he ought not to hide his gift ; but that his real gift was skill iu 
repairing old kettles. He was compared to Alexander the coppersmith. 
He was told that, if he would give up preaching, he should l)e instantly 
Jijbi^ted. He was warned that, if he persisted in disobeying the law, he 
be liable to banishment, and that, if he were found in England 
a certain time his neck would l)e stretched. His answer was, “ B 
lybu let me out to-day, I will preach again to-morrow.” Year after year 
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he lay patiently in a dungeon, compared witli which the worse prison now 
to be found in the island is a palace. His fortitude is the more extraor- 
dinary, because his domestic feelings were unusually strong. Indeed, he 
was considered by his stem brethren as somewhat too fond and indulgent 
a parent. He had several small children, and among them a daughter 
who was blind, and whom he loved with peculiar tenderness. He could 
not, he said, bear even to let the wind blow j)n her ; and now she must 
suffer cold and hunger ; she must beg ; she must be beaten ; ** yet,” he 
added, “ 1 must, I must do it.’* While he lay in prison he could do 
nothing in the way of his old trade for the support of his family. He de- 
termined, therefore, to take up a new trade. He learned to make long 
tagged thread laces ; and many thousands of these articles were furnished 
by him to the hawkers. While his hands were thus busied, he had other 
employment for his mind and his lips. He gave religious instmction to 
his fellow-captives, and formed from among them a little flock, of which 
he was himself the pastor. He studied indefatigahly the few books which 
he possessed. His two chief companions were the Bible and Fox’s Book 
of Martyrs. His knowledge of the Bible was such that he might have been 
called a living concordance ; and on the margin of his copy of the Book 
of Martyrs are still legible the .ill spelt lines of doggrel in which he ex- 
pressed his reverence for the brave sufferei's, and his implacable enmity 
to the mystical Babylon. 

At length he began to write ; and though it was some time before he 
discovered where his strength lay, his writings were not unsuccessful. 
They were coarse, indeed ; but they showed a keen mother wit, a great 
command of the homely mother tongue, an intimate knowledge of the 
English Bible^ and a vast and dearly-bought spiritual experience. They 
therefore, when the corrector of the press had improved the syntax and 
the spelling, were well received by the humbler class of Dissenters. 

Much of Bunyan’s time was spent in controversy. He wrote sharply 
against the Quakers, whom he feems always to have held in utter abhor- 
rence. * It is, however, a remarkable fact that he adopted one of their 
peculiar fashions ; his practice was to write, not November or Decem- 
ber, but eleventh month and twelfth month. 

He wrote against the liturgy of the Church of England. No two 
things, according to him, had less affinity than the form of prayer and the 
spirit of prayer. Those, he said with fnuch point, who have most of 
tile spirit of prayer are all to be found in gaol ; and those who have most 
zeal for the form of prayer are all to be found at the alehouse. The doc- 
trinal articles, on the other hand, he warmly praised, and defended against 
some Arminian clergymen who had signed them. The most acrimonious 
of all his works is his answer to Edward Fowler, afterwards Bishop of 
Gloucester, an excellent man, but not free from the taint of Pelagianism. 

Bunyan had also a dispute with some of the chiefs of the sect to which he 
belonged. He doubtless held with perfect sincerity the distinguishing tenet 
of that sect ; but he did not consider that tenet as one of high importance, and 
willingly joined in communion with quiet Presbyterians and Inde}:>cndents. 
The sterner Baptists, therefore, loudly pronounced him a false brother. 
A controversy arose which long survived the original combatants. In 
our own time the cause which Bunyan had defended with rude logic and 
rhetoric against Kiffin and Danvers was pleaded by Robert Hall with an 
ingenuity and eloquence such as no polemical writer has ever surpassed. 

During the years which immediately followed the Restoration, Bunyan^s 
confinement seems to have been strict. But, as the passions of 1660 
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cooled, as the hatred with which the Puritans had been regarded white 
their reign was recent gave place to pity, he was less and less harshly 
treated. The distress of his family, and his own patience, cour^, and 
piety softened the hearts of his persecutors. Like his own Christian in 
the cage, he found protectors even among the crowd of Vanity Fair. The 
bishop of the diocese. Dr Barlow, is said to have interceded for him. At 
length the prisoner was suffered to pass most of his time beyond the walls 
of Uie gaol, on condition, as it should seem, that he remained within the 
town of Bedford. 

He owed his complete liberation to one of the worst acts of one of the 
worst governments that England has ever seen. In 1671 the Cabal was in 
power. Charles II. had concluded the treaty by which he bound himself 
to set up the Roman Catholic religion in England. I'he first step which 
he took towards that end was to annul, by an unconstitutional exercise of 
his prerogative, all the penal statutes against the Roman Catholics ; and, 
in order to disguise his real design, he annulled at the same time the penal 
statutes against Protestant nonconformists. Bunyan was consequently 
set at large. In the first warmth of his gratitude he published a tract in 
which he compared Charles to that humane and generous Persian king 
who, though not himself blest with the light of tlie true religion, favoured 
the chosen people, and permitted them, after years of captivity, to re- 
build their beloved temple. To candid men, who consider how much 
Bunyan had suffered, and how little he could guess the secret designs of 
the court, the unsuspicious thankfulness with which he accept^ the 
precious lx)on of freedom will not appear to require any apology. 

Before he left his prison he had l)egun the book which has made his 
name immortal. The history of that book is remarkable. The author 
was, as he tells us, writing a treatise, in which he had occasion to speak of 
the stages of the Christian progress. He compared that progress, as many 
others had compared it, to a pilgrimage. Soon his quick wit discovered 
innumerable points of similarity which* had escaped his predecessors, 
images came crowding on his mind faster than he could put them into 
words, quagmires and pits, steep hills, dark and horrible glens, soft vales, 
sunny pastures, i gloomy castle of which the courtyard was strewn with 
the skulls and bones of murdered prisoners, a town all bustle and splen- 
dour, like London on the Lord Mayor’s Day, and the narrow path, straight 
as a rule could make it, nmning on up hill and down hill, through city and 
through wilderness, to the Black River and the Shining Cate. He had 
found out, as most people would have said, by accident, as he would 
doubtless have said, by the guidance of Providence, where his powers lay 
He had no suspicion, indeed, that he was producing a masterpiece. Ih 
could not guess what place his allegory would occupy in English literature; 
for of English literature he knew nothing. Those who suppose him ti> 
have studied the Fairy Queen might easily be confuted, if this were the 
projjcr place for a detailed examination of the passages in which the two 
allegories have been thought to resemble each other. The orvly work c'f 
fiction, in all probability, with which he could compare his Pilgrim, was 
his old favourite, the legend of Sir Bevis of Southampton. He would 
have thought it a sin to borrow any time from the serious business of hi > 
life, from his expositions, his controversies, and his lace tags, for the pur- 
pose of amusing himself with what he considered merely as a trifle, b 
was only, he assures us, at spare moments that he returned to the House 
Beautiful, the Delectable Mountains, and the Enchanted Ground, IL‘ 
had no assistance? Nobody but himself saw a line, till the whole was 
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complete. He then consulted his pious friends. Some were pleased. 
Others were much scandalised. It was a vain story, a mere romance; 
aboQt giants, and lions, and goblins, and warriors, sometimes fighting with 
monsters and sometimes regaled by fair ladies in stately palaces. The loose 
atheistical wits at Will’s might write such stuff to divert the painted 
Jezebels of the court : but did it become a minister of the gospel to copy 
the evil fashions of the world ? There had been a time when the cant of 
such fools would have made Bunyan nriserable. But that time was 
passed ; and his mind was now in a firm and healthy state. He saw 
that, in employing fiction to make truth clear and goodness attractive, he 
was only following the example which every Christian ought to propose 
to himself ; and he determincti to print 

The Pilgrim's Progress stole silently into the world. Not a single 
copy of the first edition is known to be in existence. The year of 
publication has not been ascertained. It is probable that, during some 
months, the little volume circulated only among poor and obscure 
sectaries. But soon the irresistible charm of a book which gratified the 
imagination of the reader with all the action and scenery of a fairy tale, 
\fbich exercised his ingenuity by setting him to discover a multitude of 
curious analogies, which interested his feelings for human beings, frail 
like himself, and struggling with temptations from within and from with- 
out, which every moment drew a smile from him by some stroke of 
quaint yet simple pleasantry, and nevertheless left on his mind a senti- 
ment of reverence for God and of sympathy for man, began to produce 
its effect. In puritanical circles, from which plays and novels were 
strictly cxcludetl, that effect was such as no work of genius, though it 
were superior to the Iliad, to Don Quixote, or to Othetlo, can ever pro- 
duce on a mind accustomed to indulge in literary luxury. In 167S came 
forth a second edition with additions ; and then the demand became 
immense. In the four following years the book was reprinted six times. 
The eighth edition, which contains the last improvements made by the 
author, was published in 1682, the ninth in 1684, the tenth in 1685. 
The help of the engraver had early been called in ; and tens of thousands 
of children looked with terror and delight on execrable copper plates, 
which represented Christian thrusting his sword into Apollyon, or writh* 
ing in the grasp of Giant Despair. In Scotland, and in some of the 
colonies, the Pilgrim was even more popular tlian in his native country. 
Bunyan has told us, with very pardonable vanity, that in New England 
his dream was the daily subject of the conversation of thousamls, and 
was thought worthy to appear in the most superb binding. He had 
numerous admirers in Holland, and among the Huguenots of France. 
With the pleasures, however, he experienced some of the pains of 
eminence. Knavish l)Ooksellers put forth volumes of trash under his 
name ; and ‘envious scribblers maintained it to be impossible that the 
poor i^orant tinker should really be the author of the book which was 
called his. 

He took the >)est way to confound both those who counterfeited him 
and those who slandered him. He continued to work the gold-fieki 
which he had discovered, and to draw from it new treasures, not indeed 
with quite such ease and in quite such abundance as when the precious 
soil was still virgin, but yet with success which left all competition far 
behind. In 1684 appeared the second part of the “ Pilgrim's Prewfress.*' 
It was soon followed by the ** Holy War,” which, if the “ Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress ” did not exist, would be the best allegory that ever was written. 



36o JOHN BUNYAN, 

Bunyan’s place in society was now very different from what it had 
been. There had been a time when many Dissenting ministers, who 
could talk l.atin and read Greek, had affected to treat him with scorn. 
But his fame and influence now far exceeded theirs. He had so great an 
authority among the Baptists that he was popularly called Bishop Bunyan. 
His episcopal visitations were annual. From Bedford he rode every year 
to London, and preached there to large and attentive congregations, 
f'rom London he went his circuit through the country, animating the zeal 
of his brethren, collecting and distributing alms, and making up quarrels. 
The magistrates seem in general to have given him little trouble. 
But there is reason to believe that, in the year 1685, he was in some 
danger of again occupj^ing his old quarters in Betlford gaol. In that year 
the rash and wicked enterprise of Monmouth gave the Government a pre- 
text for persecuting the Nonconformists ; and scarcely one eminent divine 
of the Presbyterian, Independent, or Baptist persuasion remained unmo- 
lested. Baxter was in prison : Howe was driven into exile : Henry was 
arrested. Two eminent Baptists, with whom Bunyan had been engaged 
in controversy, were in great peril and distress. Danvers was in dan- 
ger of being hanged ; and Kiflin’s grandsons were actually hanged. The 
tradition is that, during those evil days, Bunyan was forced to disguise 
him.self as a waggoner, and that he preached to his congregation at Bed- 
ford in a smoke-frock, with a cart-whip in his hand. But so<>n a great 
change took place. James the Second was at open war with the Church, 
and found it necessary to court the Dissenters. Some of the creatures of 
the government tried to secure the aid of Bunyan. They probably knew 
that he had written in praise of the indulgence of 1672, and therefore 
hoped that he might be equally pleased with the indulgence of 1687. 
But fifteen years of thought, observation, and commerce with the world 
had made him wiser. Nor were the cases exactly parallel. Charles w«as 
a professed Protestant : James was a professed Papist. The object of 
Charles’s indulgence was disguised ; the object of James’s indulgence was 
patent. Bunyan was not deceived. He exhortea his hearers to prepare 
themselves by fasting and prayer for the danger which menaced their 
civil and religious lil^rties, and refused even to speak to the courtier who 
came down to remodel the corporation of Bedford, and who, as was 
supposed, had it in charge to offer some municipal dignity to the Bishop 
of the Baptists. 

Bunyan did not live to see the Revolution. In the summer of 1688 he 
undertook to pleaxl the cause of a son with an angry father, and at length 
prevailed on the old man not to disinherit the young one. This good 
work cost the benevolent intercessor his life. He had to ride through 
heavy rain. He came drenched to his lodgings on Snow Hill, was seized 
with a violent fever, and died in a few days; He was buried in Bunhill 
Fields ; and the spot where he lies is still regarded by the Nonconformists 
with a feeling which seems scarcely in harmony with the stem spirit of 
their theology. Many Puritans, to whom the respect paid by Koman 
Catholics to the reliques and tombs of saints seemed childish or sinful, are 
said to have be^ed with their dying breath that their coffins might l:)e 

P laced as near as possible to the office of the author of the “ Pilgrim’s 
’rogrcss” 

The fame of Bunyan during his life, and during the century which 
followed his death, was indeed great, but was almost entirely confined to 
religious families of the middle and lower classes. Very seldom was he 
during that time motioned with respect by any writer of great literary 
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of England he never possessed. But he was early familiar with some 
classical writers who were quite unknown to the best scholars in the sixth 
form a* Eton. He was peculiarly attracted by the works of the great 
restorers of learning. Once, while searching for^some apples, he found 
a hug^ folio volume of Petrarch’s works. The name excited his curiosity ; 
and he eagerly devoured hundreds of p^es. Indeed, the diction and 
versification of his own Latin compositions show that he had paid at 
least as much attention to modem copies from the antique ’as to the 
original models. 

While he was thus irregularly educating himself, his family was sink- 
ing into hopeless poverty. Old Michael Johnson was much better 
([iialified to pore upon books, and to talk about them, than to trade 
in them. Plis business declined ; his debts increased ; it was with 
difficulty that the daily expenses of his household were^^defrayed. It 
was out of his power to support his son at cither university ; but 
a wealthy neighbour offered assistance ; and, in reliaiice on promises 
which proved to be of very little value, Samuel was enfered at Pembroke 
College, Oxford. When the young scholar presented' himself to the 
rulers of that society, they were amazed not more by his ungainly figure 
nnd eccentric manners than by the quantity of extensive and curious in- 
formation which he had picked up during many months of desultory but 
not unprofitable study. On the nrst day of his residence he surprised his 
teachers by quoting Macrobius ; and one of the most learned among them 
declared that he had never known a freshman of equal attainments. 

At Oxford, Johnson resided during about three years. He w'as poor, 
even to raggedness ; and his appearance excited a mirth and a pity which 
were qqually intolerable to his haughty spirit. He was driven from the 
quadrangle of Christ Church by the sneering looks wliich the memliers of 
tliat aristocratical society cast at the holes in his shoes. Some charitable 
person placed a new pair at bis door ; but he spurned them away in a 
fury. Distress made him, not servile, but reckless and imgovemabfe. No 
oinilcnt gentleman commoner, panting for one-and-twenty, could have 
treated the academical authorities with more gross disrespect. The needy 
M:holar was generally to be seen under the gate of Pembroke, a^vgate 
now ^domed with his effigy, haranguing a circle of lads, over whom, !|i 
s])ite of his tattered gown and dirty linen, his wit and audacity gave him 
an undisputed ascendency. In every mutiny against the discipline of the 
college he was the ringleader. Much wa.s pardoned, however, to a youth 

highly distinguished by abilities and acquirements. He had early 
uKidc himself known by tuniing Pope’s Messiah into Latin verse. The* 
style and rhythm, indeed, were not exactly Virgilian ; but the translation 
found, many admirers, and was read with pleasure by Pope himself. 

I'he time drew near at which Johnson would, in the ordinary coiu*se of 
filings, have become a Bachelor of Arts : but he was at the end of his 
I e.;ources. J^osc promises of support on which he had relied had not 
I>cen kept. Ills family could do nothing for him. His debts to Oxfoi'd 
f ' aclesmen w€re small mdeed, yet larger than he :ouId pay. In tlf^M^n 
<1 1731, ho was und^r th^ necessity of quitting the university withbtit^ a 
<U gi ee. In the following winter his father died. The old man left btif'a 
] pittance ; and of Aat pittllice almost th^ whole was appropriate to thl 
“^uiiport of his widow, 'the property to which.Sarauel succeeded amdltnted 

no more than twenty pmmds. J 

f^is life, durii^ the thirty years ^hich followed, was^one hard stm^jpp 
with poverty. The misery m that^rugglc needed no aggravatioh>^t 
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was aggravated by the sufferings of an unsound lx>dy and an unsound 
mind. Before the young man left the university, his hereditary malady 
had broken forth in a singularly cruel form. He had become an incurable 
hypochondriac. He s^id long after that he had been mad all his life, or 
at least not perfectly sane ; and, in truth, eccentricities less strange tlian 
his have often been thought grounds sufficient for absolving felons, and for 
setting aside wills. His grimaces, his gestures, his mutterings, sometimes 
diverted and sometimes terrified people who did not know him. At a dinner 
table he would, in a fit of absence, stoop dowm and twitch off a lady’s shoe. 
He would amaze a drawing-room by suddenly ejaculating a clause of the 
Lord’s Prayer. He would conceive an unintelligible aversion to a parti- 
cular alley, and perform a great circuit rather than .see the hateful place. 
He would set his heart on touching every post in the streets through 
which he walked. If by any chance he missed a post, he would go back 
a hundred yards and repair the omission. Under the influence of his 
disease, his senses became morbidly torpid, and his imagination morbidly 
active. At one time he would stand poring on the town clock without being 
able to tell the hour. At another, he would distinctly hear his mother^ who 
was many miles off, calling him by his name. But this was not the 
worst. A deep melancholy took possession of him, and gave a dark tinge 
to all his views of human nature and of human destiny. Such wretched- 
ne.ss as he endured has driven many men to shoot themselves or drown 
themselves. But he was under no temptation to commit suicide. Ho 
was sick of life ; Hut he was afraid of death ; and he shuddered at every 
.sight or sound which reminded him of the inevitable hour. In religion 
he found but little comfort during his long and fre([uent fits of dejection ; 
for his religion partook of his own character. The light from heaven 
shone on him indeed, but not in a direct line, or with its own pure 
splendour. The rays had to struggle through a disturbing meiUum ; tlu'y 
reached him refracted, dulled and discoloured by the thick gloom which 
had settled on his soul ; and, though they might be sufficiently clear to 
guide him, were too dim to cheer him. 

With such infirmities of body and mind, this celebrated man was left, 
at t^i'O-and-twenty, to fight his way through tlie world. He remained 
during alx)ut five years in the midland counties. At Lichfield, his birth' 
place and his early home, he had inheiited some friends and acquired 
others. He was kindly noticed by Henry Ilervey, a gay officer of noble 
family, who happened to be quartered there, Gilbert Walmeslc). 
registrar of the ecclesiastical court of the diocese, a man of distinguished 
partv leaniing, and knoirledge of the world, did hims^f honour l>v 
patronising the young adventurer, whose repulsive person, unpolished 
manners, and squalid garb moved many of the petty aristocracy of tli' 
neighbourhood to laughter or to disgust. At Lichfield, however, John 
son could find no way of earning a livelihood. He became usher of ' 
grammar school in Leicestershire ; he resided a.s a humble companion ii> 
the house of a country gentleman; but a life of dependence was insup- 
portable to his haughty spirit. He, repaired to Birmingham, and tluMc 
^med a few guineas by literary drudgery. In that town he printed a 
translation, little noticed at the time, and long forgotten, of a Latin book 
about Abyssinia. He then put forth proposals for publishing by subscrip 
tion the poems of Politian,, with notes containing a history of modem 
. J^atin verfe : but subscriptions did not coia$,.m/, and the volume never 
>appeared. 

While leading this vagrant and miaerabfe life, Johnson fell in lov« 
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The object of his passion was Mrs Elizabeth Porter, a wi dow who h ad 
childre n as old as hims elf. To ordinary spectators, ihe lady appeared to 
be a short, iS, coarse woman, ])aintcd half an inch thick, dressed in 
gaudy colours, and fond of exhibiting provincial airs and graces which 
were not exactly those of the Queensberryi§ and Lepels. To Johnson, 
however, whose passions were strong, whose eyesight was too weak to 
distinguish ceruse from natural bloom, and who had seldom or never been 
in the same room with a woman of real fashion, his Titty, as he called 
her, was the most beautiful, graceful, and accomplished of her sex. That 
his admiration was unfeigned cannot be doubted ; for she was as poor as 
liimself. She accepted, with a readiness which did her little honour, the 
addresses of a suitor who might have been her son. The marriage, how- 
ever, in spile of occasional wranglings, [noved happier than might have 
been expected. The lover continued to be under the illusions of the 
M'edding-day till the lady died in her sixty-fourth year. On her monu- 
ment he placed an inscription extolling the charms of her ])erson and of 
her manners ; and when, long after her decease, he had occasion to 
'mention her, he exclaimed, with a tenderness half ludicrous, half pathetic, 
" Pretty creature ! ” 

Ilis marriage made it necessary for him to exert himself more strenu- 
ously than he had hitherto done. He took a house in the neighbourhood 
of his native town, and advertised for pupils. But eighteen months ];>a8$e<l 
away ; luid only three pupils came to his academy. Indeed, his appear- 
ance was so strange, and nis temper so violent, that his schoolroom must 
have resembled an o gre’s d en. Nor was the tawdry painted grandmother 
whom he called his Tiity^well (jualified to make provision for the comfort 
of young gentlemen, David Garrick, who was one of the pupils, used, 
many years later, to throw the best company of London into con- 
vulsions of laughter l)y mimicking the endearments of this extraordinary 
pair. “ 

At length Johnson, in the twenty-eighth year of his ag(^ .determined to 
seek his fortune in the capital as a literary adventurer, ffe set blit with 
a few guineas, three acts of the tragedy of Irene in manuscript, and two 
or tliree letters of inlroduciion from his friend Walmesley. 

Never, since literature became a calling in England, had it been a les^ 
gainful calling than at the time when Johnson took up his residence in 
London. In the preceding generation a writer of eminent merit was 
•Mire to be munificently rewarded by the government. The least that he 
could expect was a pension or -a sinecure place ; and, if he showeil any 
aptitude for politics, he might hope to be a member of parliament, a lord 
lltc treasury, an ambassador, a secretary of slate. It would be ea^y, 
oil the other hand, to name several writers of the nineteenth century of 

horn the least successful has received forty thousand pounds from the 
houksellers. But Johnson entered on his vocation in tlie most dreary 
part of the dreary interval which separated two ages of prosperity. Litera- 
ture had ceased to flourish under the patronage of the great, and had upt 
begun to flourish under the patronage of the public. One man of lettcj)^ 
indeed, Tope, had' acquired by hi* pen what was then considered as a 
hanclsom€ fortune, and, lived on a footing of equality with nobles and 
ministers of state. Bu%4his was a soli^ry exception. Even an au^i<» 
whose reputation vfas and whose works were popular, 

an author as Thomsdni were in every library, 

author as Fielding, who^;FftH“i^ abater run than. any 

since The Beggar^ Opera, was sometimes glad to obtain, by pawn4tj^ 



35r6 SAMUEL JOHNSON, 

best coat, the means of dining on tripe at a cookshop underground, 
where he could wipe his hands, after his greasy meal, on the bsick of a 
Newfoundland dog. It is easy, therefore, to imagine what humiliations 
and privations must have awaited the novice who had still to earn a name. 
One of the publishers to whom John.son applied for employment measured 
with a scornful eye that athletic though uncouth frame, and exclaimed, 
“ You had better get a porter’s knot, and carry trunks^” Nor was the 
advice bad ; for a porter was likely to be as plentifully fed, and as com- 
fortably lodged, as a poet. 

Some time appears to have elapsed before Johnson was able to form 
any literary connection from which he could expect more than bread for 
the day which was passing over him. He never forgot the generosity 
with which Hervey, who was now residing in London, relieved his 
wants during this time of trial. “Harry Hervey,” said the old philo- 
sopher many years later, “was a vicious man ; but he was very kind to 
me. If you call a dog Hervey I shall love him.” At Hervey’s table 
Johnson sometimes enjoyed feasts which were made more agreeable l)y 
contrast. But in general he dined, and thought that he dined well, on 
sixpenny worth of meat, and a pennyworth of bread, at an alehouse near 
Drury Lane. 

The effect of the privations and sufferings which he endured at this 
time was discernible to the last in his temper and his deportment. His 
manners had never been courtly. They now became almost savage. 
Being frequently under the necessity of wearing shabby coats and dirty 
sjiirts, he became a confirmed sloven. Being often very hungry when he 
sat down to his meals, he contracted a habit of eating with ravenous 
greediness. Even to the end of his life, and even at the tables of the 
great, the sight of food affected him. as it affects wild beasts and birds of 
prey. V His taste in cookery, formed in subterranean ordinaries and 
alamoae beefshops, was far from delicate. Whenever he was so for- 
tunate as to have near him a hare that had been kept too long, or a meat 
pie made with rancid butter, he gorged himself with such violence that 
his veins swelled, and the moisture broke out on his forehead. The 
affronts which his poverty emboldened stupid and low-minded men to 
offer to him would have broken a mean spirit into sycophancy, but made 
him rude even to ferocity. Unhappily the insolence which, while it was 
defensive, was pardonable, and in some sense respectable, accompanied 
him into societies where he was treated with courtesy and kindness. I Ic 
was repeatedly provoked into striking those who had taken liberties 
with him. All the .sufferers, however, were wise enough to abstain from 
talking about their beatings, except Osborne, the most rapacious and 
brutal of booksellers, who proclaimed everywhere that he had been 
knocked down by the huge fellow whom he had hired to puff the 
Harleian Library. . 

About a year after Johnson had begun to reside in London, he was for- 
tunate enough to obtain regular employment from Cave, an enterprising 
and intelligent bookseller, who was proprietor and editor of the “Gentle 
man’s Magazine.” That journal, just entering on the ninth year of its 
Jong^existence, was the only periodical work in the kingdom which then 
liad what would now be called a large circulation. It w^, indeed, the 
chief source of parliamentary intelligence. It was not then safe, even 
during a recess, to publish an account of sthe proceedings! of either House 
without some disguise. Cave, however, ventured to entertain his readers 
with what he called “ Reports of the Debates of the Senate of Lilliput.” 
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France was Blefuscu ; I.ondon was Mildendo : pounds were sprugs : the 
Duke of Newcastle was the Nardac secretaiy of Stale : Lord Hardwicke 
was the Hurgo Hickrad : and William Pulteney was Wingul Pulnub. 
'ro write the speeches was, during several years, the business of Johnson. 
He was generally furnished with notes, meagre indeed, and inaccurate, 
of what had been said ; but sometimes he had to find arguments and 
eloquence both for the ministry and for the opposition. He was himself 
a Lory, not from rational conviction— for hiS serious opinion was that one 
form of government was just as good or as bad as another — but from mere 
passion, such as inflamed the Capulets against the Montagues, or the 
lllues of the Roman circus against the Greens. In his infancy he had 
lieard so much talk about the villanies of the Whigs, and the dangers of 
the Church, that he had become a furious partisan when he could scarcely 
s{:>eak. Before he was three he had insisted on being taken to hear 
Sacheverell preach at Lichfield Cathedral, and had listened to the sermon 
u ith as much respect, and probably with as much hrtelligence, as any 
Staffordshire scpiire in the congregation. The work which had been begun 
in the nursery had been completed by the university. Oxford, when J<mn- 
son resided there, was the most Jacobitical place in England ; and Pem- 
broke was one of the most Jacobital colleges in Oxford. The prejudices 
which he brought up to London were scarcely less absurd than those of 
his own Tom Tempest. Charles 11. and James II. were two of the best 
kings that ever reigned. Laud, a poor creature who never did, said, or 
wrote anything indicating more than the ordinary capacity of an old 
woman, was a prodigy of parts and learning over whose tomb Art and 
( jcnius still continued to weep. Hampden deserved no more honourable 
name than that of “ the zealot of rebellion.’* Even the ship money, cou^ 
demned not less decidedly by Falkland and Clarendon than by tne bfe* 
terest Roundheads, Johnson would not pronounce to have been an uncoil'' 
slitulional impost. Under a government, the mildest that had ever been 
known in the world — under a government, which allowed to the ^ople an 
unprecedented liberty of speech and action— he fancied that tie was a 
slave ; he assailed the ministry with obloquy which refuted itself, and re- 
gretted the lost freedom and happiness of those golden days in which a 
WTiter who had taken but one-tenth part of the license allowed to him 
would have been pilloried, mangled with the shears, whipped at the cart’s 
tail, and flung into a noisome dungeon to die. He hatea dissenters and 
stockjobbers, the excise and the army, septennial parliaments, and con- 
tinental connections. He long had an aversion to the Scotch, an aversion 
of which he could not remember the commencement, but which, he 
owned, had probably originated in his aldiorrence of the conduct of the 
nation during the Great Rebellion. It is easy to guess in what manner 
debates on great party questions were likely to be reported by a man whose 
judgment was so much disordered by party spirit. A show of fairness 
was indeed nece.ssary to the prosperity of the Magazine. But Johnson 
long afterwards owned that, though he liad saved appearances, he had 
taken care that the Whig dogs should not have the best of it ; and, in 
fact, every passage which has lived, every passage which bears the marks 
of his higher faculties, is put into the mouth of some member of the 
opposition.^ 

A few weeks after Johnson had entered on these obscure labours, he 
published a work whi^at once placed him high among the writers of 
kis age. It is probaflKl^t what he had suffered during his fi^t ye^ 4ft“ 
London Imd often remin him of some parts of that noble poem ito 
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which Juvenal had described the misery and degradation of a needy man 
of letters, lodged among the pigeons* nests in the tottering garrets which 
overhung the streets of Rome. Pope’s admirable imitations of Horace’s 
Satires and Epistles had recently ap|>eared, were in every hand, and were 
by many readers thought siq^erior to the originals. What Pope had done 
for Horace, Johnson aspired to do for Juvenal. The enterprise was bold 
and yet judicious. For between Johnson and Juvenal there was much in 
common, much more certainly than between Poi>e and Horace. 

Johnson’s London appeared without his name in May 1738. He re- 
ceived only ten guineas for this stately and vigorous poem j but the sale 
was rapid, and the success complete. A second edition was reouired 
within a week. Those small critics who are always desirous to lower 
established reputations ran about proclaiming that the anonymous satirist 
was superior to Po]>e in Pope’s own peculiar department of literature. It 
ought to be remembered, to the honour of Pope, that he joined heartily 
in the applause with which the ap])earance of a rival genius was wel- 
comed. lie made inquiries about the author of London. Such a man, 
he said, could not long be concealed. The name was soon discovered ; 
and Pope, with great kindness, exerted himself to obtain an academical 
degree and the mastership of a grammar school for the poor young poet. 
The attempt failed ; and Johnson remained a bookseller’s hack. 

It docs not appear that these two men, the most eminent writer of tire 
generation which was going out, and the most eminent waiter of the 
generation which was coming in, ever saw each other. They lived in 
very different circles, one surrounded by dukes and earls, the other by 
starving pamphleteers and index makers. Among Johnson’.s associates at 
this time may be mentioned Boyse, who, when his shirts were jrledged, 
scrawled Latin verses sitting up in bed with his arms through two holes 
in his blanket ; who composed very respectable sacred poetry when he 
was .sober ; and who was at last run over by a hackney coach when he 
was drunk : Hoole, surnamed the metaphysical tailor, w'ho, instead ot 
attending to his measures, used to trace geometrical diagrams on the 
Ixjard where he sate cross-legged ; and the penitent impostor, George 
Psalmanazar, who, after poring all day, in a humble lodging, on the folios 
of Jewi.sh rabbis and Christian fathers, indulged himself at night wdtii 
literary and theological conversation at an alehouse in the city. But the 
most remarkable of the persons with whom at this time Johnson con- 
sorted was Richard Savage, an earl’s son, a shoemaker’s apprentice, who 
had seen life in all its forms, who had feasted among blue ribands in Saint 
James’s Square, and had lain with fifty pounds’ weight of iron on liis legs 
in the condemned ward of New^gate. This man had, after many vicissi- 
tudes of fortune, sunk at last into abject and hopeless poverty. His pen 
had failed him. His patrons had been taken away by death, or estranged 
by the riotous profusion with which he squandered their l>ounty, and the 
ungrateful insolence with which he rejected their advice. He now liveil 
by begging. He dined on venison and champagne whenever he had been 
.so fortunate as to borrow a guinea. If his questing had been unsuccessful, 
he appeased the rage of hunger with some scraps of broken meat, and 
lay down to rest under the I’iazza of Covent Ganlen in wami weather, 
and, in cold weather, as near as he coukl get to the furnace of a glass 
house. Yet, in his misery, he was still an agreeable companion. He 
had an inexhaustible store of anecdotes about ^hat gay and brilliant 
world from which he was now an outcast. He had observed the great 
men of both parties in hours of careless relaxation, had seen the leaders 
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of opposition without the mask of patriotism, and had heard the prime 
minister roar with laughter and tell stories not over decent. During some 
months Savage lived in the closest familiarity with Johnson ; and then 
the friends parted, not without tears. Johnson remained in London to 
drudge for Cave. Savage went to the West of Kngland, lived there as 
he had lived everywhere, and in 1743, died, penniless and heart-broken, 
in Bristol gaol. 

.Soon after his death, while the public curiosity was strongly excited 
about his extraordinary character, and his not less extraordinary adven- 
tures, a life of him aj^pcared widely different from the catchpenny lives 
of eminent men which were then a staple article of manufacture in Grub 
Street. The style was indeed deficient in ease and variety ; and the 
writer was evidently too partial to the Latin element of our language. 
But the little work, with all its faults, was a masterpiece. No finer 
specimen of literary biography existed in any language, living or dead ; 
and a discerning critic might have confidently i)redicted that the author 
was destined to be the founder of a new school of English eloquence. 

The life of Savage was anonymous ; but it was well known in literary 
circles that Johnson was the writer. During the three years which fol- 
lowed, he produced no important work ; but he was not, and indeed 
could not be, idle. The fame of his abilities and learning continued to 
grow. Warburton pronounced him a man of parts and genius ; and the 
praise of Warburton was then no light thing. Such was Johnson’s 
reputation that, in I747> several eminent booksellers combined to employ 
him in the arduous work of preparing a Dictionary of the English lan- 
guage, in two folio volumes. The sum which they agreed to pay him was 
only fifteen hundred guineas ; and out of this sum he had to pay several 
[KDor men of letters who assisted him in the humbler parts of his task. 

The prospectus of the Dictionary he addressed to the Earl of Chester- 
field. Chesterfield had long been celebrated for the politeness of his 
manners, the brilliancy of his wit, and the delicacy of his taste. He was 
acknowledged to be the finest speaker in the House of Lords. He had 
recently governed Ireland, at a momentous conjuncture, with eminent 
firmness, wisdom, and humanity ; and he had since become Secretary of 
.State. He received Johnson’s homage with the most winning affability, 
and requited it with a few guineas, bestowed doubtless in a very grace- 
ful manner, but was by no means desirous to see all his carpets blackened 
with the r.ondon mud, and his soups and wanes llirown to right and left 
oveV the gow ns of fine ladies and the waistcoats of fine gentlemen, by an 
absent, awkward scholar, w'ho gave strange starts and uttered strange 
growls, who dre.ssod like a scarecrow^ and ate like a cormorant. During 
some time Johnson continued to call on his patron, but after being re- 
peatedly told by the porter that his lordship was not at home, took the 
hint, and ceasect to present himself at the inhospitable door. 

Johnson had flattered himself that he should have completed his 
Dictionary by the end of 1750 ; but it was not till 1755 that he at length 
gave his huge volumes to the world. During the seven years which he 
passed in the drudgery of penning definitions and marking quotations for 
transcription, he sought for relaxation in literary labour of a more agree- 
able kind. In 1749 he published the Vanity of Human Wishes, an'ex- 
cellent imitation of the Tenth Satire of Juvenal. It is in truth not easy 
to say whether the palm belongs to the ancient or to the modern poet 
The couplets in which the fall of Wolsey is described, though lofty and 
sonoroui, are feeble when compared with the wonderful lines which 
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bring before us all Rome in tumult on the da^ of the fall of Sejanus, the 
laurels on the doorposts, the white bull stalking towards the Capitol, the 
statues rolling down from their pedestals, the flatterers of the disgraced 
minister loinning to see him dragged with a hook through the streets, and 
to have a kick at his carcase before it is hurled into the Tiber. It must 
be owned too that in the concluding passage the Christian moralist has 
not made the most of his advantages, and has fallen decidedly short of 
the sublimity of his Pagan model. On the other hand, Juvenal’s Hanni- 
bal must yield to Johnson’s Charles ; and Johnson’s vigorous and pathetic 
enumeration of the miseries of a literary life must be allowed to be supe- 
rior to Juvenal’s lamentation over the fate of Demosthenes and Cicero. 

For the copyright of the Vanity of Human Wishes Johnson received 
only fifteen guineas. 

A fevpdays after the [Tubli cation of this poem, his tragedy, begun many 
years before, was brought on the stage. His p>jpil, David Garrick, had, 
in 1741, made his appearance on a humble stage in Goodman’s Fields, 
had at once risen to the first place among actors, and was now, after 
several years of almost uninterrupted success, manager of Drury Lane 
Theatre. The relation between him and his okl preceptor was of a very 
singular kind. They repelled each other strongly, and yet attracted each 
other strongly. Nature had made them of very different clay ; and cir- 
cumstances had fully brought out the natural peculiarities of both. Sud- 
den prosperity had turned Garrick’s head. Continued adversity had 
soured Johnson’s temper. Johnson saw with more envy than became so 
great a man the villa, the plate, the china, the Brussels carpet, which the 
little mimic had got by repeating, with grimaces and gesticulations, what 
wiser men had written ; and the exquisitely sensitive vanity of Garrick 
was galled by the thought that, while all the rest of the world was ap- 
plauding him, he could obtain from one moiose cyme, whose opinion it 
was impossible to despise, scarcely any compliment not acidulated with 
scorn. Yet the two Lichfield men had so many early recollections in 
common, and sympathised with each other on so many points on which they 
sympathised with nobody else in the vast population of the capital, that, 
though the master was often provoked by the monkey-like impertinence 
of the pupil, and the pupil by the beari.sh rudeness of the master, they 
remained friends till they were parted by death. (Larrick now brought 
Irene out, with alterations sufficient to displease the author, yet not suffi- 
cient to make the piece pleasing to the audience The public, however, 
listened with little emotion, but with much civility, to five acts of mono- 
tonous declamation. After nine representations the play was withdrawn. 
It is, indeed, altogether unsuited to the stage, and, even when perused in 
the closet, will be found hardly worthy of the author. He had nut the 
.slightest notion of what blank verse should be. A change in the last 
syllable of every other line would make the versification of the Vanity of 
Human Wishes closely resemble the versification of Irene. The poet, 
however, cleared, by his benefit nights, and by the sale of the copyright 
of his tragedy, alxnit three hundred pound.s, then a great sum in his 
e.stimation. 

About a year after the repre.sentatlon of Ircnc, he began to publish a 
series of .short essays on morals, manners, and literature. This species of 
composition had been brought into fashion by the success of the Tatler, 
and by the still more brilliant success of the SjKJCtator. A crowd of small 
writers had vainly Attempted to rival Addison. The Lay Monastery, the 
Censor, the Freethinker, the Plain Dealer, the Champion, an 4 other 
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works of the same kind, had had their short day. None of them had ob- 
tained a permanent place in our literature ; and they are now to be found 
only in the libraries of the curious. At length Johnson undertook the 
adventure in which so many aspirants had failed. In the thirty-sixth 
year after the appearance of the last number of the Spectator appeared 
the first number of the Rambler. From March 1750 to March 1752 this 
paper continued to come out every Tuesday and Saturday. 

From the first the Rambler was enthusiastically admired by a few 
eminent men. Richardson, when only five numbers had appeared, pro- 
nounced it equal, if i\ot superior, to the Spectator. V'oung and Hartley 
expres.sed their approbation not less warmly. Bubb Doddington, among 
whose many faults indifference to the claims of genius and learning can- 
not be reckoned, solicited the acquaintance of the writer. In conse- 
quence probably of the good olffices of Doddington, who was (hen the 
confidential adviser of Prince P'redcric, two of his Royal Highness’s 
gentlemen carried a gracious message to the printing office, and ordered 
seven copies for l.eicester House. But these overtures seem to have been 
very coldly received. Johnson liad had enough of the patronage of the 
great to last him all his life, and was not disposed to haunt any other 
door as he had haunted the door of Chesterfield. 

By the public the Rambler was at first very coldly received. Though 
the price of a number was only twopence, tlie sakr did not amount to 
five hundred. The profits were therefore very small. But as soon 
as the flying leaves were collected and reprinted they became popular. 
'I'he author lived to see thirteen thousand copies spread over Kng- 
land alone. Separate editions were publi.slied for the Scotch and Irish 
markets. A large jiarty ])ronounced the style jK'rfect, so absolutely per- 
fect that in some essays it wouUl be in^iossible for the writer himself to 
niter a single word for the better. Another party, not less numerous, 
vehemently accused him of having corruptetl the ]mrity of the English 
longue. I'he l>est critics admitted that his diction was too monotonous, 
too oiwiously artificial, and now and then turgid even to absurdity. But 
they did justice to the acuteness of his observations on morals and man- 
ners, to the constant precision and frequent brilliancy of his language, to 
the weighty and magnificent eloquence of many serious passages, and to 
the solemn yet pleasing humour of some of the lighter papers. On the 
cpiestion of precedence between Addison and Johnson, a question whiok, 
seventy year.s ago, was much disputed, posterity has pronounced a deci 
sion from which there is no appeal. Sir Roger, his chaplain and his 
butler, Will Wimble and Will Honeycomb, the Vision of Mirza, the 
Journal of the Retired Citizen, the Everlasting Club, the Dunmow Flitch, 
the Loves of Hilpah and Shaluni, the Visit to the F.xchange, and the Vdsit 
to the Abbey, are known to evei7hody. But many men and women, 
even of highly cultivated minds, are unacquainted with Sejuire Bluster 
and Mrs Busy, Quisquilius and Venustulus, the Allegory of Wit and 
Learning, the Chronicle of the Revolutions of a (iarret, and the sad fate 
of Aningait and A jut. 

The last Rambler was written in a sad and gloomy hour. Mrs Johnson 
had been given over l)y the physicians. Three days later .she died. She 
left her husband almost broken-hearted. Many people had been sur- 
})rised to see a man of his genius and learning stooping to every drudgery, 
and denying himself almost every comfort, for the pin*po.se of supplying a 
silly, affected old woman with s^erfluities, which she accepted with but 
little gratitude. But all his affection had been concentrated on her. 
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He had neither brother nor sister, neither son nor daughter. To him 
she was beautiful as the Gunnings, and witty as Lady Mary. Her 
opinion of his writings was more important to him than the voice of the 
pit of Drury Lane Theatre or the judgment of the Monthly Review. 
The chief support which had sustained him through the most arduous 
labour of his life was the hope that she would enjoy the fame and the 
profit which he anticipated from his Dictionary. She was gone ; and in 
that vast labyrinth of streets, peopled by eight hundred thousand human 
beings, he was alone. Yet it was necessary for him to set himself, as he 
expressed it, doggedly to work. After three more laborious years, the 
Dictionary was at length complete. 

It had been generally supposed that this great work would l)e dedi- 
cated to the eloquent and accomplished nobleman to whom the pro- 
spectus ‘had been addressed. He well knew the value of such a compli- 
ment ; and therefore, when the day of publication drew near, he exerted 
himself to soothe, by a show of zealous and at the same time of delicate 
and judicious kindness, the pride which he had so cruelly wounded. 
Since the Ramblers had ceased to appear, the town had been entertained 
by a journal called the World, to which many men of high rank and 
fashion contributed. In two successive numbers of the World the Dic- 
tionary was, to use the modern phrase, puffed with wonderful skill. The 
writings of John.son were warmly praised. It was proposed that he 
should be invested with the authority of a Dictator, nay, of a Pope, over 
our language, and that his decisions about the meaning and the spelling 
of words should be received as final. His two folios, it was said, would 
of course be bought by everybody who could afford to buy them. It was 
soon known that these papers were written by Chesterfield. But the 
just resentment of Johnson was not to be so appeased. In a letter written 
with singular energy and dignity of thought and language, he repelled the 
tardy advances of his patron. The Dictionary came forth without a 
dedication. In the preface the author truly declared that he owed 
nothing to the great, and descril)ed the difficulties with which he had 
been left to struggle so forcibly and pathetically that the ablest and most 
malevolent of all the enemies of his fame, Home Tooke, never could read 
that passage without tears. 

The public, on this occasion, did Johnson full justice, and something 
more than justice. The best lexicographer may well be content if his 
productions are received by the world with cold esteem. But Johnson’s 
Dictionary was hailed with an enthusiasm such as no similar work has 
ever excited. It was indeed the first dictionary which could be read with 
pleasure. Tlie definitions show so much acuteness of thought and com- 
mand of language, and the passages quoted from poets, divines, and 
philosophers are so slylfully selected, that a leisure hour may always Ixr 
very agreeably spent in turning over the pages. The faults of the book 
resolve themselves, for the most part, into one great fault. Johnson was 
a wretched etymologist. He knew little or nothing of any Teutonic 
language except English, which indeed, as he wrote it, was scarcely a 
Teutonic language ; and thus he was absolutely at the mercy of Junius 
and Skinp^r. 

The Dictionary, though it raised Johnson's fame, added nothing to his 
|>ccuniary means. The fifteen hundred guineas which the lK)ok8elleirs had 
agreed to pay him lyid l)een advanced and spent before the last slieets issued 
from the press. It is painful to relate that, twice in the course of the 
year wliich followed the publication of this great work, he was arrested 
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and carried to spunging-houses, and that he was twice indebted for his 
liberty; to hi_s excellent friend Richardson. It was still necessary for the 
man who had been formally saluted by the highest authority as Dictator 
of the English language to supply his wants by constant toil. He 
abridged his Dictionary. He proposed to bring out an edition of Shak- 
speare by subscription ; and many subscribers sent in their names and 
laid down their money ; but he soon found the task so little to his taste 
that he turned to more attractive employments. He contributed many 
papers to a new monthly journal, which was called the literary Maga- 
zine. Few of these papers have much interest ; but among them was the 
very best thing that he ever wrote, a masterpiece both of reasoning and 
of satirical pleasantry, the review of Jenyns’s Inquiry into the Nature and 
Origin of Evil. 

In the spring of 1758 Johnson put forth the first of a series of essays, 
entitled the Idler. During two years these essays continued to appear 
weekly. They were eagerly read, widely circulated, and indeed, impu- 
dently pirated, while they \vere still in the original form, and had a large 
sale when collected into volumes. The Idler may be described as a 
second part of the Rambler, somewhat livelier and somewhat weaker 
than the first part. 

While Johnson was busied wdth his Idlers, his mother, who had accom- 
plish^l'd her ninetieth year, died at Lichfield. It w\as long since he had 
seen her ; but he had not failed to contribute largely, out of his small 
means, to her comfort. In order to defray the charges of her funeral, and 
to pay some debts which she had left, he wrote a little book in a single 
week, and sent off the sheets to the press without reading them over. A 
hundred pounds were paid him for the copyright ; and the purchasers 
had great cause to be pleased with their bargain ; for the book was Rasselas. 

The success of Rasselas was great, though such ladies as Miss Lydia 
Languish must have been grievously disappointed when they found that 
tlic new volume from the circulating library was little more than a disser- 
tation on the author’s favounte theme, the Vanity of Human Wishes ; 
that the Prince of Abyssinia was wdthout a mistress, and the princess with- 
out a lover ; and that the story set the hero and the heroine down exactly 
where it had taken them up. The style was the subject of much eager 
controversy. The Monthly Review and the Critical Review took different 
sides. Many readers pronounced the writer a pompous pedant, who would 
never use a word of two syllables where it was possible to use a word of 
^ix, and who could not make a waiting Mmman relate her adventures 
without balancing every noun with another noun, and every epithet with 
another epithet. Another party, not less zealous, cited with delight 
numerous passages in which weighty meaning was expressed with accu- 
racy and illustrated with splendour. And both the censure and the praise 
were merited. 

About the plan of Rasselas little was said by the critics ; and yet the 
laults of the plan might seem to invite severe criticism. Johnson has 
frequently blamed Shakspeare for neglecting the proprieties of time and 
place, and for ascribing to one age or nation the manners and opinions of 
another. Yet Shakspeare has not sinned in this way more grievoutily than 
Johnson, Rasselas and Imlac, Nekayahand Pekuah, arc evidently meant 
to be Abyssinians of the eighteenth century : for the Europe which Imlac 
describes is the Europe of Hie eighteenth century ; and the inmates of the 
Happy Valley talk familiarly of that law of gravitation which Newton 
discovered, and which was not fully received even at Cambridge till the 
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eighteenth century. What a real company of Abyssinians would have 
been maybe learned from Bruce^s Travels. But Johnson, not content 
with turning filthy savages, ignorant of their letters, and gorged witli raw 
steaks cut from living cows, into philosophers as eloquent and enlightened 
as himself or his friend Burke, and into ladies as highly accomplished as 
Mrs Lennox or Mrs Sheridan, transferred the whole domestic system of 
England to Egypt. Into a land of harems, a land of polygamy, a land 
where women are married without ever being seen, he introduced the 
flirtations and jealousies of our ball-rooms. In a land where there is 
boundless liberty of divorce, wedlock is described as the indissoluble 
compact. ** A youth and maiden meeting by chance, or brought together 
by artifice, exchange glances, reciprocate civilities, go home, and dream 
of each other. Such,’' says Rasselas, ‘‘is the common process of mar- 
riage.” Such it may have been, and may still be, in London, but as- 
suredly not at Cairo. A writer who was guilty of such improprieties had 
little right to blame the poet who made Hector quote Aristotle, and 
represented Julio Romano as flourishing in the days of the oracle of 
Delphi. 

By such exertions as have been described, Johnson supported himself 
till the year 1762. In that year a great change in his circumstances took 
place. He had from a child been an enemy of the reigning dynasty. His 
Jacobite prejudices had been exhibited with little disguise both in his 
works and in his conversation. Even in his massy and elaborate Dic- 
tionary, he had, with a strange want of taste and judgment, inserted 
bitter and contumelious reflections on the Whig party. The excise, which 
was a favourite resource of Whig financiers, he had designated as a hate- 
ful tax. He had railed against the commissioners of excise in language 
so coarse that they had seriously thought of prosecuting him. He had 
with difficulty been prevented from holding up the Lord Privy .Seal by 
name as an example of the meaning of the won! “ renegade.” A pension 
he had defined as pay given to a state hireling to betray his country ; a 
pensioner as a slave of state hired by a stipend to obey a master. It 
seemed unlikely that the author of these definitions would himself be 
pensioned. But that was a time of wonders. Cleorgc the 'Fhird had 
ascended the throne ; and had, in the course of a few months, disgusted 
many of the old friends ami conciliated many of tlie old enemies of hi-^ 
house. The city was becoming mutinous. Oxford was becoming loyal. 
Cavendishes and Bentincks were murmuring. Somersets and Wyndham . 
were hastening to kiss hands. The head of the treasury was now Lord 
Bute, who was a Tory, and could have no objection to Johnson’s Toryism. 
Bute wished to be thought a patron of men of letters ; and Johnson wn^ 
one of the most eminent and one of the most needy men of letters in 
Europe. A pension of three hundred a year was graciously oftcred, au< i 
with very little hesitation accepted. 

This event produced a change in Johnson’s whole way of life. For tlu 
first time since his boyhood he no longer felt the daily goad urging him 
to the daily toil. He was at liberty, after thirty years of anxiety and 
drudgery, to indulge his constitutional indolence, to lie in bed till two in 
the afternoon, and to sit up talking till four in the morning, without fear 
ing either the printer’s devil or the sheriff s officer. 

One laborious task indeed he had bound himself to perform. He had 
received large shibscriptions for his promised edition of Shakspeare ; h' 
had lived on those subscriptions during some years : and he could m -i 
without disgrace omit to perform his part of the contract. His friend 
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repeat^lly exhorted him to make an effort ; and he repeatedly resolved 
to do so. But, notwithstanding their exhortations and his resolutions, 
month followed month, year followed year, and noUiing was done. He 
pni^d fervently against his idleness ; he determined, as often as he 
received the sacrament, that he would no longer doze away and trifle 
away his time ; but the spell under which he lay resisted prayer and 
sacrament. His private notes at this time are made up of self-reproaches. 
“ My indolence,” he wrote on Easter Eve in 1764, “ has sunk into grosser 
sluggishness. A kind of strange oblivion has overspread me, so that I 
know not what has become of the last year.” Easter 1765 came, and 
found him still in the same state. “ My time,” he wrote, “ has l>een un- 
profitably spent, and seems as a dream that has left nothing behind. My 
memory grows confused, and I know not how the days pass over me.” 
Happily for his honour, the charm which held him captive was at length 
broken by no gentle or friendly liand. He had been weak enough to pay 
serious attention to a story about a ghost which haunted a house in Cock 
Lane, and had actually gone himself with some of his friends, at one in 
the morning, to St John’s Church, Clerkenwell, in the hope of receiving 
a communication from the perturbed spirit. But the spirit, though ad- 
jured with all solemnity, remained obstinately silent ; and it soon appeared 
that a naughty girl of eleven had been amusing herself by making fools of 
so many philosophers. Churchill, who, confident in his powders, drunk 
with popularity, and burning with parly spirit, w^as looking for some man 
of established fame and 'J'ory politics to insult, celebrated the Cock I..ane 
Chost in three cantos^ nicknamed Johnson Pomposo, asked where the 
l)Ook was which had been so long promised and so liberally paid for, and 
directly accused the great moralist of cheating. This terrible word proved 
elTectual ; and in October 1 765 appeared, after a delay of nine years, the 
new edition of Shakspeare. 

This publication saved Johnson’s character for honesty, but added 
nothing to the fame of his abilities and learning. The preface, though it 
^ ontains some good passages, is not in his best manner. The most valu- 
nl)lo notes are those in which he had an opportunity of showing how 
aiicntively he had during many years observed human life and human 
nature. The best specimen is the note on the character of Polonius. 
Nothing so good is to l>c found even in Wilhelm Meistcr’s admirable 
e xamination of Hamlet. But here praise must end. It would be difficult 
(') name a more slovenly, a more worthless edition of any great classic. 

1 he reader may turn over play after play without finding one happy con- 
jectural emendation, or one ingenious and satisfactory explanation of a 
i issage which had baffled preceding commentators. Johnson had, in his 
iwospectus, told the world that he w'as peculiarly fittal for the task \vhidi 
!h‘ had undertaken, because he had, as a lexicographer, lx;en under the 
’iccessity of taking a wider view of the English language than any of his 
])rcdecessoi*s. That his knowledge of our literature was extensive is 
indisputable. But, unfortunately, he had altogether neglected that very 
part of our literature with which it is especially desirable that an editor 
nf Shakspeare should be conversant. It is dangerous to assert a negative. 
Vet little will be ri.sked by the assertion, that in the two folio volume* of 
die English Dictionary there is not a single j^assage quoted from any 
<hamatist of the Elizabethan age, except Shakspeare smd Ben. Even 
i iom Ben the quotations are few. Johnson might easily, in a few months, 
kave made himself well acquainted with every old play that was extant, 
dut it never seems to have occ^wed to him that this w as a necessary pre* 
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paration for the work which he had undertaken. He would doubtless 
have admitted that it would be the height of absurdity in a man who was 
not familiar with the works of ^Eschylus and Euripides to publish an 
edition of Sophocles. Yet he ventured to publish an edition of Shaks- 
peare, without having ever in his life, as far as can be discovered, read a 
single scene of Massinger, Ford, Decker, Webster, Marlow, Beaumont, 
or Fletcher. His detractors were noisy and scurrilous. Those who most 
loved and honoured him had little to say in praise of the manner in which 
he had discharged the duty of a commentator. He had, how^ever, 
acquitted himself of a debt which had long lain heavy on his conscience , 
and he sank back into the repose from which the sting of satire had 
roused him. He long continued to live upon the fame which he had 
already won. He was honoured by the University of Oxford with a 
Doctor’s degree, by the Royal Academy with a professorship, and by the 
King with an interview, in which his Majesty most graciously expressed 
a hope that so excellent a writer w'ould not cease to write. In the inter- 
val, however, between 1765 and 1775 Johnson published only two or 
three political tracts, the longest of which he could have produced in 
forty-eight hours, if he had worked as he w'orked on the life of Savage 
and on Rasselas. 

But, though his pen was now idle, his tongue was active. The influ- 
ence exercised by his conversation, directly upon those with whom he 
lived, and indirectly on the whole literary world, was altogether without 
a parallel. His colloquial talents were indeed of the highest order. He 
had strong sense, quick discernment, wit, humou^ immense knowledge 
of literature and of life, and an infinite store of Arious anecdotes. As 
respected style, he spoke far better than he wrote. Every sentence which 
dropped from his lips was as correct in structure as the most nicely 
balanced period of the Rambler. But in his talk there was no pompous 
triads, and little more than a fair proportion of words in Oiity and atioft. 
All was simplicity, ease, and vigour. He uttered his short, weighty, and 
pointed sentences with a power of voice, and a justness and energy of 
emphasis, of which the effect was rather increased than diminished by tlie 
rollings of his huge form, and by the asthmatic gaspings and puffings in 
which the peals of his eloquence generally ended. Nor did the laziness 
which made him unwilling to sit down to his desk prevent him from 
giving instruction or entertainment orally. To discuss questions of taste, 
of learning, of casuistry, in language so exact and so forcible that ii migln 
have been printed without the alteration of a word, was to him no exer- 
tion, but a pleasure. He loved, as he said, to fold his legs and have liis 
talk out. He was ready to bestow the overflowings of his full mind on 
anybody who would start a subject, on a fellow-pa-sscnger in a stage 
coach, or on the person who sate at the same table with him in an eating- 
house. But his* conversation was nowhere so brilliant and striking as 
when he was surrounded by a few friends, whose abilities and knowledge 
enabled them, as he once expressed it, to send him back every ball >i 
he threw. Some of these, in 1764, formed themselves into a club, wlu> h 
gradually became a formidable power in the commonwealth of letter 
The verdicts pronounced by this conclave on new books were speedily 
known over all London, and were sufficient to sell off a whole edition n 
a day, or to condemn the sheets to the service of the trunk -maker an ! 
the pastry-cooky Nor shall we think this strange when wc consid< * 
what great and various talents and acquirements met in the little fratt r 
nity. Goldsmith was the representative of poetry and light literal ur> 
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Reynolds of the arts, Burke of political eloquence and political philo- 
sophy. There, too, were Gibbon, the greatest historian, and Jones, the 
greatest linguist, of the age. Garrick brought to the meetings his inex- 
haustible pleasantry, his incomparable mimicry, and his consummate 
knowledge of stage effect. Among the most constant attendants were 
two high-born and high-bred gentlemen, closely bound togetlier by friend- 
ship, but of widely different characters and habits ; Bennet Langton, dis- 
tinguished by his skill in Greek literature, by the orthodoxy of his opinions, 
and by the sanctity of his life ; and Topham Beauclerk, renowned for his 
amours, his knowledge of the gay world, his fastidious taste, and his sar- 
castic wit. To predominate over such a society was not easy. Yet even 
over such a society Johnson predominated. Burke might indeed have 
disputed the supremacy to which others were under the necessity of sub- 
mitting. But Burke, though not generally a very patient listener, was 
content to take the second part when Johnson was present ; and the club 
itself, consishing of so many eminent men, is to this day popularly desig- 
nated as Johnson’s Club. 

Among the members of this celebrated body was one to whom it has 
owed the greater part of its celebrity, yet who was regarded with little 
respect by his brethren, and had not without difficulty obtained a seat 
among them. This was James Boswell, a young Scotch lawyer, heir to 
an honourable name and a fair estate. That he was a coxcomb and a 
bore, weak, vain, pushing, curious, garrulous, was obvious to all who 
were acquainted with him. That he could not reason, that he had no 
wit, no humour, no eloquence, is apparent from his writings. And yet 
his writings are read beyond the Mississippi, ami under tlie Southern 
Cross, and are likely to be read as long as the English exists, either as 
a living or as a dead language. Niature had made him a slave and an 
idolater. His mind resembled those creepers which the botanists call 
parasites, and which can subsist only by clinging round the stems and 
imbibing the juices of stronger plants. He must have fastened himself 
on somebody. He might have fastened himself on Wilkes, and have 
become the fiercest patriot in the Bill of Rights Society. He might have 
fastened himself on Whitfield, and have become the loudest field preacher 
among the Calvinistic Methodists. In a happy hour he fastened himself 
on Johnson. The pair might seem ill matched. For Johnson had early 
been prejudiced against Boswell’s country. To a man of Johnson’s 
strong understanding .and irrit.able temper, the silly egotism and adulation 
of Boswell must have been as teasing as the constant buzz of a fly. John- 
son hated to be questioned ; and Boswell was eternally catechising him 
on all kinds of subjects, and sometimes propounded such questions as 
“ What would you do, sir, if you were locked up in a tower with a baby?” 
Johnson was a water drinker ; and Boswell was a wine-bibber, and indeed 
little better than a habitual sot. It was impossible that there should be 
])erfect harmony between two such companions. Indeed, the great man 
was sometimes provoked into fits of passion in which he said things which 
the small man, during a few horn's, seriously resented. Every (juarrel, 
however, was soon made up. During twenty years the disciple continued 
to worship the master : the master continued to scold the disciple, to 
^^neer at him, and to love him. The two friends ordinarily resided at a 
great distance from each other. Boswell practised in the Parliament 
House of Edinburgh, and could pay only occasional visits to London. 
During those visits his chief business was to watch Johnson, to discover all 
Johnson’s habits, to turn the conversation to subjects about which Johnson 
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was likely to say something remarkable, and to fill quarto note Ijooks 
with minutes of what Johnson had said. In this way were gathered the 
materials out of which was afterwards constructed the most interesting 
biographical work in the world. 

Soon after the club began to exist, Johnson formed a connection less 
important indeed to his fame, but much more important to his happiness, 
than his connection with Boswell. Henry rhrale, one of the most 
opulent brewers^n the kingdom, a man of sound and cultivated under- 
standing, rigid principles, and liberal spirit, was married to one of those 
clever, kind-hearted, engaging, vain, pert young women, who are per- 
petually doing or saying what is not exactly right, but who, do or say 
what they may, are always agreeable. In 1765 the Thrales became 
acquainted with Johnson ; and the acquaintance ripened fast into friend- 
ship. They were astonished and delighted by the brilliancy of his con- 
versation. They were flattered by finding that a man so widely cele- 
braterl, preferred their house to any other in London. Even the peculi- 
arities which seemed to unfit him for civilised society, his gesticulations, 
his rollings, his puffings, his mutterings, the strange way in which he 
put on his clothes, the ravenous eagernes.s with which he devoured his 
dinner, his fits of melancholy, his fits of anger, his frequent rudeness, his 
occasional ferocity, increased the interest which his new associates took in 
him. For these things were the cruel marks left behind by a life which 
had been one long conflict with disease and with adversity. In a vulgar 
hack writer such oddities would have excited only disgust. But in a man 
of genius, learning, and virtue their effect was to adil pity to admiration 
and esteem. Johnson soon had an apartment at the brewery in South- 
wark, and a still more pleasant apartment at the villa of his friends on 
Streatham Common. A large part of every year he passed in those abodes, 
abodes which must have seemed magnificent and luxurious indeed, when 
compared with the dens in which he had generally been lodged. But his 
chief pleasures were derived from what the astronomer of his Abyssinian 
tale called “ the endearing elegance of female friendship.’' Mrs 'I'hrale 
rallied him, soothed him, coaxed him, and, if she sometimes provoked 
him by her flippancy, made ample amends by listening to his reproofs 
with angelic sweetness of temper. When he was diseased in body and 
in mind, she was the most tender of nurses. No comfort that wealth 
could purchase, no contrivance that womanly ingenuity, set to work by 
womanly compassion, could devise, was wanting to his sick-room. lie 
requited her kindness by an affection pure as the affection of a father, yet 
delicately tingetl with a gallantry, which, though awkward, must have been 
more flattering than the attentions of a crowd of the fools who gloried in tlic 
names, now obsolete, of Buck and Maccaroni. It should seem that a full 
half of Johnson’s life, during about sixteen years, was passed under tht 
roof of the Thrales. He accompanied the family sometimes to Bath, and 
sometimes to Brighton, once to Wales, and once to Paris. But he ha<l 
at the same time a house in one of the narrow and gloomy courts on the 
north of Fleet Street. In the garrets was his library, a large and mis- 
cellaneous collection of books, falling to pieces and begrimed with dust. 
On a lower floor he sometimes, but very rarely, regaled a friend with a plain 
dinner, a veal pie, or a leg of lamb and spinage, and a rice pudding. Nor 
was the dwelling uninhabited during his long absences. It was the home 
of the most exttaordmary assemblagc of inmates that ever was brought 
together. At the head of the establishment Johnson had placed an oKl 
lady named Williams, whose chief recommendations were her blindness 
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and her poverty. But, in spite of her murmurs and reproaches, he 
gave an asylum to another lady who was as poor as herself, Mrs 
Desmoulins, whose family he had known many years before in Stafford- 
shire. Room was found for the daughter of Mrs Desmoulins, and for 
another destitute damsel, who was generally addressed as Miss Carmichael, 
but whom her generous host called Polly. An old quack doctor named 
l^vett, who bled and dosed coal-heavers, and hackney coachmen, and 
received for fees crusts of bread, bits of bacon, glasses c? gin, and some- 
times a little copper, completed this strange menagerie. All these poor 
creatures were at constant war with each other, and with Johnson’s negro 
servant Frank. Sometimes, indeed, they transferred their hostilities from 
the servant to the master, complained that a better table was not kept 
for them, and railed or maundered till their benefactor was glad’to make 
his escape to Streatham, or to the Mitre Tavern. And yet he, who was 
generally the haughtiest and most irritable of mankind, who was but too 
prompt to resent anything which looked like a slight on the part of a 
purse-proud bookseller, or of a noble and powerful patron, bore patiently 
from mendicants, who, but for his bounty, must have gone to the work- 
house, insults more provoking than those for whicli he had knocked down 
Osbonie and bidden defiance to Chesterfield. Year after year Mrs 
Desmoulins, Polly, and Levett, continued to torment him and to live upon 
him. 

The course of life which has been described was interrupted in John- 
son’s sixty-fourth year by an important event. He had early read an 
account of the Hebrides, and had been much interested by learning that 
there was so near him a land peopled by a race which was still as rude 
and simple as in the middle ages. A wish to become intimately 
acquainted with a state of society so utterly unlike all that he had ever 
seen frequently crossed his mind. But it is not probable that his curiosity 
would have overcome his habitual sluggishness, and his love of the smoke, 
the mud, and the cries of London, had not Boswell importuned him to 
attempt the adventure, and offered to be his squire. At length, in August 
1773, Johnson crossed the Highland line, and plunged courageously into 
what was then considered, by most Englishmen, as a dreary and perilous 
wilderness. After wandering about two months through the Celtic region, 
sometimes in rude boats which did not protect him from the rain, and 
sometimes on small shaggy ponies which could hardly bear his weight, he 
returned to his old haunts with a mind full of new images and new 
theories. During the following year he employed himself in recording 
his adventures. About the beginning of 1 775, his Journey to the Hebrides 
was published, and was, during some weeks, the chief subject of conver- 
sation in all circles in which any attention was paid to literature. The book 
is still read with pleasure. The narrative is entertaining ; the speculations, 
whether sound or unsound, are always ingenious ; and the style, thgugh too 
stiff and pompous, is somewhat easier and more graceful than tliat of his 
early writings, flis prejudice against the Scotch had at length become 
little more than matter of jest ; and whatever remained of the old feel- 
ing had been effectually removed by the kind and respectful hospitality 
with which he had been received in every part of Scotland. It was, of 
course, not to be expected that an Oxonian Tory should praise the Pres- 
byterian polity and ritual, or that an eye accustomed to the hedgerows 
and }xiiks of England should not be struck by the bareness of Berwick- 
shire and East Lothian. But even in censure Johnson’s tone is not 
unfriendly. The most cnlightenerl Scotchmen, with L<.>vd Mansfield at 
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their head, were well pleased. But some foolish and ignorant Scotchmen 
were moved to anger by a little unpalatable truth which was mingled 
with much eulogy, and assailed him whom they chose to consider as the 
enemf of their country with libels much more dishonourable to their 
country than anything that he had ever said or written. They published 
paragraphs in the newspapers, articles in the magazines, sixpenny pamph 
lets, five-shilling books. One scribbler abused Johnson for being blear- 
eyed ; another for being a pensioner ; a third informed the world that 
one of the Doctor’s uncles had been convicted of felony in Scotland, and 
had found that there was in that country one tree capable of supporting 
the weight of an Englishman. Macphei'son, whose Fingal had been 
proved in the Journey to be an impudent forgery, threatened to take 
vengeance with a cane. The only effect of this threat was that Johnson 
reiterated the charge of forgery in the most contemptuous terms, and 
walked about, during some time, with a cudgel, which, if the impostor 
had not been too wise to encounter it, would assuredly have descended 
upon him, to borrow the sublime language of his own epic poem, “like 
a hammer on the red son of the furnace. ” 

Of other assailants Johnson took no notice whatever. He had early 
resolved never to be drawn into controversy ; and he adhered to his re- 
solution with a stead fastncs.s which is the more extraordinary, because he 
was, both intellectually and morally, of the stuff of which controversialist.s 
are made. In conversation, he was a .singularly eager, acute, and per- 
tinacious disputant. When at a loss for good reasons, he liad recourse 
to sophistry ; and, when heated by altercation, he made unsparing use of 
sarcasm and invective. But, when he look his pen in his hand, his 
whole character seemed to be changed. A hundred bad writers misre- 
presented him and reviled him ; but not one of the hundred could boast 
of having been thought by him worthy of a refutation, or even of a retort. 
The Kenricks, Campbells, MacNicols, and Hendersons, did their best t(j 
annoy him, in the hope that he would give them importance by answer- 
ing them. But the reader will in vain search his works for any allusion 
to Kenrick or Campbell, to MacNicol or Henderson. One Scotchman, 
bent on vindicating the fame of Scotch learning, defied him to the combat 
in a detestable Latin hexameter, .j 

“ jMaxime, si tu vis, cupio contendere tecum.’’ 

But Johnson took no notice of the challenge. He had learned, both from 
his own observation and from literary history, in which he was decpl\ 
read, that the place of l)Ooks in the public estimation is fixed, not by 
what is written about them, but by what is written in them ; and that au 
author whose works are likely to live is very unwise if he stoops to 
wrangle with detractors whose works are certain to die. He always 
maintained that fame was a shuttlecock which could be kept up only by 
being beaten back, as well as beaten forward, and which would soon fali 
if there were only one battledore. No .saying was ofteiier in his nioulli 
than that fine apophthegm of Bentley, that no man was ever writieii 
down but by himself. 

Unhappily, a few months after the appearance of the Journey to tiu’ 
Hebrides, Johnson did what none of his envious assailants could have 
done, and to a certain extent succeeded in writing himself down. The 
disputes betwcen^England and her American colonies had reached a point 
at which no amicable adjustment was po.ssible. Civil war was evidently 
impending ; and the ministers seem to have thought that the eloquence 
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of Johnson miglit with advantage be employed to inflame the nation 
against the opposition here, and against the rebels Ijeyond the Atlantic. 
He had already written two or three tracts in defence of the foreign 
and domestic policy of the government ; and those tracts, though hardly 
worthy of him, were much superior to the crowd of pamphlets which lay 
on the counters of Almon and Stockdale. But his Taxation No Tyranny 
was a pitiable failure. The very title was a silly phrase, which can have 
been recommended to his choice by nothmg but a jingling alliteration 
which he ought to have despised. The arguments were such as boys use 
in debating societies. The pleasantry was as awkward as the gambols of 
a hippopotamus. P 2 ven Boswell was forced to own that, in this unfor- 
tunate piece, he could detect no trace of his master’s powers. The 
general opinion was that the strong faculties which had produced the 
Dictionary and the Rambler were beginning to feel the effect of time and 
of disease, and that the old man would best consult his credit by w'riting 
no more. 

But this was a great mistake. Johnson had failed, not because his 
mind was less vigorous than when he wrote Rasselas in the evenings of a 
week, but because he had foolishly chosen, or suffered others to choose 
for him, a subject such as he would at no time have been competent to 
treat. He was in no sense a statesman. He never villingly read or 
thought or talked about affairs of stale. He loved biography, literary 
liistory, the history of manners ; but political history was positively dis- 
tasteful to him. The question at issue between the colonies and the 
mother country was a question about wdiicli he had really nothing to say. 
He failed, therefore, as the greatest men must fail when they attempt to 
do that for which they are unfit ; as Burke would have failed if Burke 
had tried to write comedies like those of Sheridan ; as Reynolds would 
have failed if Reynolds had tried to paint landscapes like those of Wilson. 
Happily, Johnson soon had an opportunity of proving most signally that 
his failure was not to be ascribed to intellectual decay. 

On Easter Eve 1777, some persons, deputed by a meeting which con- 
sisted of forty of the first booksellers in London, called upon him. 
rhough he had some scruples about doing business at that season, he 
received his visitors wdth much civility. They came to inform him that a 
new edition of the English poets, from Cowley downwards, was in con- 
templation, and to ask him to furnish short biographical prefaces. He 
readily undertook the task, a task for which he was pre-eminently quali- 
fied. His knowledge of the literary history of England since the 
Restoration was unrivalled. That knowledge he had derived partly 
from books, and partly from sources which had long been closed ; from 
old Grub Street traditions ; from the talk of forgotten poetasters and 
pamphleteers who had long been lying in parish vaults ; from the recol- 
lections of such men as Gilbert Walinesley, who had conversed with the 
wits of Button ; Cibber, who had mutilated the plays of two generations 
of dramatists ; Orrery, who had been admitted to the society of Swift ; 
and Savage, who had rendered services of no very honourable kind to 
l^ope. The biographer therefore sate down to his task with a mind full 
of matter. He had at first intended to give only a paragraph to every 
minor poet, and only four or five pages to the greatest name. But the 
fio pd of anecdote and criticism overflowe d the narrow channel. The 
work, which w'as originally meant to consist oti^ of a Te\v §Tie^^ welled 
into ten volumes, small volumes, it is tnie, and not closely printed. The 
first four appeared in 1779, the remaining six in 1781. 
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The Lives of the PoeU are, on the whole, the best of Johnson’s works. 
The narratives are as entertaining as any novel. The remarks on life and 
on human nature are eminently shrewd and profound. The criticisms 
are often excellent, and, even when grossly and provokingly unjust, well 
deserve to be studied. For, however eiToneous they may be, they are 
never silly. They are the judgments of a mind trammelled by prejudice 
and deficient in sensibility, but vigorous and acute. 'Fhey therefore 
generally contain a portion of valuable truth which deserves to be 
separated from the alloy ; and, at the very worst, they mean something, 
a praise to which much of what is called criticism in our time has no 
pretensions. 

Savage’s Life Johnson reprinted nearly as it had appeared in 1744. 
Whoever, after reading that life, will turn to the other lives will l)e 
struck by the difference of style. Since Johnson had been at ease in his 
circumstances he had written little and had talked much. Wlien, there- 
fore, he, after the lapse of years, resumed his pen, the mannerism which 
he had contracted while he was in the constant habit of elaborate com- 
position was less perceptible than formerly ; and his diction frequently 
had a coUocpiial ease wliich it had formerly wanted. The improvement 
may be discerned by a skilful critic in the Journey to the Hebrides, and 
in the Lives of the Poets is so obvious that it cannot escape the notice of 
the most careless reader. 

Among the lives the best are perhaps those of Cowley, Diyden, and 
Pope, The very worst is, beyond all doubt, that of Gray. 

This great work at once became popular. There was, indeed, much 
just and much unjust censure : but even those who were loudest in blame 
were attracted by the book in spite of themselves. Malone computed 
the gains of the publishers at five or six thousand pounds. Hut the 
writer was very poorly remunemted. Intending at first to write very 
short prefaces, he had stipulated for only two hundred guineas. I'hc 
booksellers, when they saw how far his performance had surpa.ssed his 
promise, added only another hundred. Indeed, Johnson, though he did 
not despise, or affect to despise, money, and though his strong sense and 
long experience ought to have qualified him to protect his own interests, 
seems to have been singularly luoskilful and unlucky in his literary bar- 
gains. He was generally reputed tlie first Englisli writer of his time. 
Yet several writers of his time sold their copyrights for sums such as he 
never ventured to ask. To give a single iustance, Rol>ertson received 
four thousand five hundred jjounds for the History of Charles V. ; and it 
is no disrespect to the memory of Robertson to say that the History ot 
Charles V. is both a less valuable and a less amusing book than the 
Lives of the Poets. 

Johnson was now in his seventy-second year. The infirmities of age 
were coming fast upon him. That inevitable event of which he never 
thov^ht without horror was brought near to him ; and his whole life was 
darkened by the shadow of death. He had often to pay the cruel price 
of longevity. Every year he lost what could never be replaced. 'I'he 
strange dependents to whom he had given shelter, and to whom, in spite 
of their faults, he was strongly attached by habit, dropped off one by 
one ; and, in the silence of his home, he regretted even tW noise of their 
scolding matches. The kind and generous Thrale was no miwre ; and it 
would have been well if his wife had been laid beside him. But she 
atirvived to l>e (he laughing-stock of those who had envied her, and to 
draw from the eyes of old man who had loved her beyond anything 
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in the world tears far more bitter than he would have shed over her grave. 
With some estimable and many agreeable qualities, she was not made to 
1)0 independent. The control of a mind more steadfast than her own was 
necessary to her respectability. While she was restrained by her husband, 
a man of sense and firmness, indulgent to her taste in trifles, but always 
the undisputed master of his house, her worst offences had been im{)erti- 
nent jokes, white lies, and short fits of pettishness ending in sunny good 
humour. But he was gone ; and she was left an opulent widow of forty, 
with strong sensibility, volatile fancy, and slender judgment. She soon 
fell in love with a music-master from Brescia, in whom nobody but herself 
could discover anything to admire. Her pride, and perhaps some better 
feelings, struggled hard against this degrading passion. But the struggle 
irritated her nerves, soured her lemiier, and at length endangered her 
health. Conscious that her choice w^s one wliich Johnson could not 
approve, she became desirous to escajie from his inspection. Her manner 
towards him changed. She was sometimes cold and sometimes petulant. 
She did not conceal her joy when he left Streatham ; she never pressed 
him to return ; and, if he came unbidden, she received him in a manner 
which convinced him that he was no longer a welcome guest. He took 
the very intelligible hints which she gave. lie read, for the last time, a 
chapter of the Greek Testament in the library which had been formed by 
himself. In a solemn and tender prayer he commended the house and 
its inmates to the Divine protection, and, with emotions which choked 
his voice and convulsed his pow^crful frame, left for ever that beloved 
home for the gloomy and desolate house behind Fleet Street, where the 
few and evil days which still remained to liim w'cre to mn out. Here, in 
June 1783, he had a paralytic stroke, from which, however, he recovered, 
and wdiich docs not appear to have at all impaired his intellectual facul- 
lies. But other maladies came thick upon him. His asthma tormented 
him day and night. Dropsical symptoms made their appearance. While 
sinking under a complication of diseases, he heard that the woman whose 
friendship had been the chief happiness of sixteen years of his life had 
married an Italian fiddler ; that all l.ondon was cr)dng shame ujron her ; 
and that the newspapers and magazines were filled with allusions to the 
Fphesiafl matron, and the two pictures in Hamlet. He vehemently said 
lhat he would try to forget her existence. He never uttered her name. 
I'bery memorial of her which met his eye he flung into the fire. She 
meanwhile fled from tlie laughter and hisses of her countrymen and 
(-uuntry women to a land where she was unknown, hastened across Mount 
^ cnis, and learned, while passing a merry Christmas of a:)ncerts and 
K inonade parties at Milan, that the great man with whose name hers is 
inseparably associated had ceased to exist. 

He had, in spite of much mental and much bodily affliction, clung 
vehemently to life. The feeling described in that fine but gloomy paper 
which closes the series of his Idlers seemed to grow stronger in him 
lis his last hour drew near. He fancied that he should be able to draw 
his breath more easily in a southern climate, and \wuld probably have 
et out for Rome and Naples, but for his fear of the expense of the jour- 
' ey. That expense, indeed, he had the means of defraying ; for he had 
hiid up about two thousand pounds, the fruit of labours which had made 
*he fortune of several publishers. But he was unwilling to break in upon 
bus hoard ; and he seems to have wished even to keep its existence a 
5 ^^‘cret. Some of his friends hoped that the government might be induced 
^0 increase his pension to six hundred pounds a year : but this hope was 
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disappointed ; and he resolved to stand one English winter more. That 
winter was his last. His legs grew weaker ; his breath grew shorter ; 
the fatal water gathered fast, in spite of incisions which he, courageous 
against pain, but timid against death, urged his surgeons to make deeper 
and deeper. Though the tender care which had mitigated his sufferings 
during months of sickness at Streatham was withdrawn, he was not left 
desolate. The ablest physicians and surgeons attended liim, and refused 
to accept fees from him. Burke parted from him with deep emotion. 
Windham sate much in the sick room, arranged the pillows, and sent his 
own servant to watch a night by the bed. Frances Burney, whom the old 
man had cherished with fatherly kindness, stood weeping at the door ; 
while Langton, whose piety eminently qualified him to be an adviser ancl 
comforter at such a time, received the last pressure of his friend’s hand 
within. When at length the moment, dreaded through so many years, 
came close, the dark cloud passed away from Johnson’s mind. His 
temper became unusually patient and gentle ; he cea.sed to think with 
terror of death, and of that which lies beyond death ; and he spoke much 
of the mercy of God, and of the propitiation of Christ. In this serene 
frame of mind he died on the 13th of Deceml^er 1784. He was laid, a 
week later, in W'estminster Abbey, among the eminent men of whom he 
had l>een the historian, — Cowley and Denham, Dryden and Congreve, 
Gay, Prior, and Addison. 

Since his death the popularity of his works — the Lives of the Poets, 
and, perhaps, the Vanity of Human Wishes, excepted — has greatly 
diminished. His Dictionary has been altered by editors till it can 
scarcely be called his. An allusion to his Rambler or his Idler is not 
readily apprehended in literary circle.s. The fame even of Rasselas has 
grown somewhat dim. But, though the celebrity of the writings may 
have declined, the celebrity of the writer, strange to say, is as great a> 
ever. Boswell’s book has done for him more than the best of his own 
books could do. The memory of other authors is kept alive by their 
works. But the memory of John.son keeps many of his works alive. 
The old philosopher is still among ii.s in the brown coat with the metal 
buttons and the shirt which ought to be at wash, blinking, puffing, rolling-, 
his head, drumming with his fingers, tearing his meat like a tiger, an t 
swallowing his tea in oceans. No human being who has been more than 
seventy years in the grave is so well known to us. And it is but just t<> 
say that our intimate acquaintance with what he would himself hav( 
called the anfractuosities of his intellect and of his temper serves only i • 
strengthen our conviction that he was both a great and a good man. 
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WILLIAM PITT. 

(January 1859.) 

WiLMAM Pitt, the second son of William Pitt, Earl of Chatham, and 
of Lady Hester (iranville, daughter of Hester Countess Temple, was 
born on the 28th of May 1759. The child inherited a name which, at 
the time of his birth, was the most illustrious in the civilised world, and 
was pronounced by every Englishman with pride, and by every enemy of 
England with mingled admiration and terror. During the first year of 
his life, every month had its illuminations and bonfires, and every wind 
brought some messenger charged with joyful tidings and hostile standards. 
In Westphalia the English infantry won a great battle which arrested the 
armies of Louis the Fifteenth in the midst of a career of conquest ; 
boscawen defeated one French fleet on the coast of Portugal ; Hawke 
jnit to flight another in the Hay of Biscay ; Johnson took Niagara ; 
Amherst took I'iconderoga ; Wolfe died by the most enviable of deaths 
under the walls of Quebec ; Clive destroyed a Dutch armament in the 
Hooghly, and established the English supremacy in Bengal ; Coote 
routed Lally at Wandewash, and established the English supremacy in 
the Carnatic. The nation, while loudly applauding the successful warriors, 
considered them all, on sea and on land, in F^urope, in America, and in 
Asia, merely as instruments which received their direction from one 
superior mind. It was the great William Pitt, the great commoner, who 
had vanquished French marshals in Germany, anil F'rench admirals on 
the Atlantic ; who had coiujuered for his country one great empire on 
tlie frozen shores of Ontario, and another under the tropical sun near the 
nuHiths of the Ganges. It was not in the nature of things that pojiularity 
such as he at this lime enjoyed should be permanent. That popularity 
had lost its gloss before his chddren were old enough to understand that 
their father was a great man. He was at length placed in situations in 
^vhich neither his talents for administration nor his talents for debate 
njipeared to the best advantage. The energy and decision which had 
eminently fitted him for tli^^irection of war were not needed in time of 
I'cace. Ttafe lofty and splKl-stimng eloquence which had made him 
supreme in the Mouse cl 4 ^'ommons often fell dead on the House of 
Eordrf; cnfel malady racked his joints, and left his joints only to fall 
on his nerves and on his brain. During the closing years of his life, he 
was odious to the court, and yet was xiot on cordial terms with the great 
body of the opposition. Chatham was only the min of Pitt, but an 
awful and majestic min, not to be contemplatetl by any man of sense 
and feeling without emotions resembling those which are excited by the 
remains of the Parthenon and of the Coliseum. In one I'espect the old 
tatesman was eminently happy. Whatever might be the vicissitudes 
his public life, he never failed to find peace and love by his own 
iiearth. He loved all his children, and was loved by them ; and, of 
:dl his children, the one of whom he was fondest and proudest was his 
'’Ccond son. 
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The child’s genius and ambition displayed themselves with a rare and 
almost unnatural precocity. At seven, the interest which he took in 
grave subjects, the ardour with which he pursued his studies, and the 
sense and vivacity of his remarks on books and on events, amazed his 
parents and instructors. One of his sayings of this date was reported to 
his mother by his tutor. In August 1766, when the world was agitated 
l)y the news that Mr Pitt had become Earl of Chatham, little William 
exclaimed, “ I am glad that I am not the eldest son. 1 want to speak 
in the House of Commons like papa.” A letter is extant in which Lady 
Chatham, a woman of considerable abilities, remarked to her lord, that 
their younger son at twelve had left far behind him his elder brother, 
who was fifteen. “ The fineness,” she wrote, “ of William’s mind makes 
him enjoy with the greatest pleasure wliat would be above the reach of 
any other creature of his small age.” At fourteen the lad was in intellect 
a man. Hayley, who met him at Lyme in the summer of 1773, was 
astonished, delighted, and somewhat overawed, by hearing wit and wis- 
dom from so young a mouth. The poet, indeed, was afterwards sorry 
that his shyness had prevented him from submitting the plan of an exten- 
sive literary work, which he was then meditating, to tlie judgment of thib 
extraordinary boy. 'I'he boy, indeed, had already written a tragedy, bad 
of course, but not worse than the tragedies of his friend. This piece 
still preserved at Chevening, and is in some respects highly curious. 
There is no love. The whole plot is political ; and it is remarkable that 
the interest, such as it is, turns on a contest about a regency. On one 
side is a faithful servant of the Crown, on the other an ambitious ainl 
unprincipled conspirator. At length the King, who had l>een missing, 
reappears, resumes his power, and reward.s the faithful defender of his 
rights. A reader who should judge only by internal evidence would have 
no hesitation in pronouncing that the play was written by some Pittite 
poetaster at the time of the rejoicings for the recovery of George the 
Third in 1789. 

The pleasure with which William’s parents observed the rapid deve- 
lopment of his intellectual powers was alloyed by apprehensions alxiul 
his health. He shot up alarmingly fast ; he was often ill, and always weak ; 
and it was feared that it would be impossible to rear a stripling so tall, 
so slender, and .so feeble. Port wine was prescribed by his medical ail- 
visers : and it is .said that he was, at fourteen, accustomed to take this 
agreeable physic in quantities which would, in our abstemious age, he 
thought much more than sufficient for any full-grown man. This regi- 
men, though it would probably have killed ninety-nine boys out ol a 
hundred, seems to have been well suited to the jxiculiarities of William h 
constitution ; for at fifteen he ceased to be molested by disease, and, 
though never a strong man, continued, during many years of labour am) 
anxiety, of nights passed in debate and of summers passed in London, i > 
be a tolerably healthy one. It was probably on account of the delicacy ol 
his frame that he was not educated like other boys of the same rank. Al- 
most all the eminent English statesmen and orators to whom he was aftm- 
wardsopposed or allied, North, Fox, Shelburne, Windham, Grey, Wellesley, 
Grenville, Sheridan, Canning, went through the training of great public 
schools. Lord Chatham had himself been a distinguished Etonian : and 
is seldom that a distinguished Eton ian forgets his obligations to Eton. Ikd 
William’s infirmities required a vigilance and tenderness such as could he 
found only at home. He was therefore bred under the paternal rool 
His studies were superintended by a clergyman named Wilson ; and 
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studies, though often interrupted by illness, were prosecuted with extra- 
ordinary success. Before the lad had completed his fifteenth year, his 
knowledge both of the ancient languages and of mathematics was such as 
very few men of eighteen then carried up to college. He was therefore 
sent, towards the close of the year 1773, to Pembroke Hall, in the uni- 
versity of Cambridge. So young a student required much more than the 
ordinary care which a college tutor bestows on undergraduates. The 
governor, to whom the direction of William'is academical life was confided, 
was a bachelor of arts named Pretyman, who had been senior wrangler 
in the preceding year, and who, though not a man of prepossessing ap- 
pearance or brilliant parts, was eminently acute and laborious, a sound 
scholar, and an excellent geometrician. At Cambridge, Pretyman was, 
during more than two years, the inseparable campanion, and indeed al- 
most the only companion of his pupil. A close and lasting friendship 
sprang up between the pair. The disciple was able, l^fore he completed 
his twenty-eighth year, to make his preceptor Bishop of Lincoln and 
Dean of St Paul’s ; and the preceptor showed his gratitude by writing a 
life of the disciple, which enjoys the distinction of being the worst bio- 
graphical work of its size in the world. 

Pitt, till he graduated, had scarcely one acquaintance, attended chapel 
regularly morning and evening, dined every day in hall, and never went 
to a single evening party. At seventeen, he was admitted, after the bad 
fashion of those times, by right of birth, without any examination, to the 
degree of the Master of Arts. But he continued during some years to 
reside at college, and to apply himself vigorously, under Pretyman’s 
direction, to the studies of the place, while mixing freely in the best 
academic society. 

The stock of learning which Pitt laid in during this part of his life w'as 
certainly very extraordinary. In fact, it was all that he ever possessed ; 
for he very early liecamc too Inisy to have any sjiare time for b(K)ks. The 
work in which he took the greatest delight was Newton’s Principia. His 
liking for mathematics, indeed, amounted to a passion, wliich, in the 
opinion of his instructors, themselves distinguished mathematicians, re- 
<|uired to be checked rather than encouraged. The acuteness and readi- 
ness with which he solved problems was pronounced by one of the ablest 
of the moderators, who in those days presided over the disputations in 
file schools, and conducted the examinations of the Senate House, to be 
unrivalled in the university. Nor was the youth’s proficiency in classical 
learning less remarkable. In one resj^ect, indeed, he appeared to disad- 
vantage when compared with even second-rate and third-rate men from 
|)ublic schools. lie had never, w’hile nmlcr Wilson’s care, been in the 
iiabit of composing in the ancient languages : and he therefore never 
acquired that knack of versification which is sometimes possessed by clever 
l>oyswhose knowledge of the language and literature of Greece and Rome 
is very superficial. It would have been utterly out of his power to produce 
aich charming elegiac lines as those in which Wellesley bade farewell to 
1 ton, or such Virgilian hexameters as those in which Canning described 
the pilgrimage to Mecca. But it may be doubted whether any scholar 
has ever, at twenty, had a more solid and profound knowledge of the two 
great tongues of the old civilised world. The facility with which he pene- 
trated the meaning of the most intricate sentences in the Attic writers 
astonished veteran critics. He had set his heart on being intimately 
acquainted with all the extant poetry of Greece, and was not satisfied till 
hr had mastered Lycopbron’s (Jasxandra, the most obscure work in the 



398 WIIUAM pm 

whole range of andent literature. This strange rhapsody, the difBculties 
of which have perplexed and repelled many excellent scholars, ** he read,** 
says his preceptor, “ with an ease at first sight, which, if I had not wit- 
nessed it, I should have thought beyond the compass of human intellect.** 

To modem literature Pitt paid comparatively little attention. He knew 
no living language except French ; and French he knew very imperfectly. 
With a few of the best English writers he was intimate, particularly with 
Shakspeare and Milton. The debate in Pandemonium was, as it well 
deserved to be, one of his favourite passages ; and his early friends used 
to talk, long after his death, of the just emphasis and the mdodioiis 
cadence with which they had heard him recite the incomparable speech 
of BeliaL He had indeed been carefully trained from infancy in the art 
of managing his voice, a voice naturally clear and deep-toned. His 
father, whose oratory owed no small part of its effect to that art, had 
been a most skilful and judicious instmctor. At a later period, the wits 
of Brookes*s, irritated by observing, night after night, how powerfully 
Pitt*s sonorous elocution fascinat^ the rows of country gentlemen, re- 
proached him with having been “ taught by his dad on a stool.’* 

His education, indeed, was well adapted to form a great parliamentary 
speaker. One argument often urged a^inst those classical studies which 
occupy so large a part of the early life of every gentleman bred in the 
south of our island is, tliat they prevent him from acquiring a command 
of his mother tongue, and that is not unusual to meet with a youth of 
excellent parts, who writes Ciceronian Latin prose and Horatian Latin 
Alcaics, but who would find it impossible to express his thoughts in pure, 
perspicuous, and forcible English. There may perhaps be some truth in 
this observation. But the classical studies of Pitt were carried o!i in a 
peculiar manner, and had the effect of enriching his English vocabulary, 
and of making him wonderfully expert in the art of constructing correct 
English sentences. His practice was to look over a page or two of a 
Greek or Latin author, to make himself master of the meaning, and then 
to read the passage straightforward into his own language. This practice, 
begun under his first teacher Wilson, was continued under Preiyman. It 
is not strange that a young man of great abilities, who had been exercised 
daily in this way during ten years, should have acquired an almost un- 
rivalled power of putting his thoughts, without premeditation, into words 
well selected and well arranged. 

Of all the remains of antiquity, the orations were those on which he 
bestowed the most minute examination. His favourite employment was 
to compare harangues on opposite sides of the same question, to analyse 
them, and to observe which of the arguments of the first speaker were 
refut^ by the second, which were evaded, and which were left untoucheil. 
Nor was it only in books that he at this time studied the art of parliament- 
ary fencing. When he was at home, he had frequent opportunities of hear 
ing important debates at Westminster ; and he heard them, not only with 
interest and enjoyment, but with a close scientific attention resemblinL; 
that with which a diligent pupil at Guy's Hospital watches every turn o< 
the hand of a great surgeon through a difficult operation. On one of 
these occasions, Pitt, a youth whose abilities were as yet known only to 
his own family and to a small knot of college friends, was introduced on 
the steps of the throne in the House of Ivords to Fox, who was his senior 
by eleven years^ and who was already the greatest debater, and one of tin- 
greatest orators, that had appeared in En^and. Fox used afterwards to 
relate that, as the discussion proceeded, Pitt repeatedly turned to him, 
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and said, “But surely, Mr Fox, that might be met thus or, “Yes ; 
but he lays himself open to this retort” What the particular criticisms 
were Fox had forgotten ; but he said that he was much struck at the time 
by the precocity of a lad who, through the whole sitting, seemed to be 
thinking only how all the speeches on both sides could be answered. 

One of the young man’s visits to the House of Lords was a sad and 
memorable era in his life. He had not quite completed his nineteenth 
year, when, on the 7th of April 1778, he attended his father to West- 
minster. A great debate was expected. It was known that France had 
recognised the independence of the United States. The Duke of Rich- 
mond was about to declare his opinion that all thought of subjugating 
those states ought to be relinquished. Chatham had always maintained 
that the resistance of the colonies to the mother country was justifiable. 
But he conceived, very erroneously, that on the day on which their inde- 
pendence should be acknowledged the greatness of England would be at 
an end. Though sinking under the weight of years and infirmities, he 
determined, in spite of the entreaties of his family, to be in his place. 
His son supported him to a seat. The excitement and exertion were too 
much for the old man. In the very act of addressing the peers, he fell 
back in convulsions. A few weeks later his corpse was borne, with gloomy 
pomp, from the Painted Chamber to the Abbey. The favourite child 
and namesake of the deceased statesman followed the coffin as chief 
mourner, and saw it deposited in the transept where his own was destined 
to lie. 

His elder brother, now Earl of Chatham, had means sufficient, and barely 
sufficient, to support the dignity of the peerage. I'he other members of 
the family were poorly provided for. William had little more than 
three hundred a year. It was necessary for him to follow a profession. 
He had already b^^n to eat his terms. In the spring of 1780 he came 
of age. He then quitted Cambridge, was called to the bar, took cham- 
bers in Lincoln’s Inn, and joined the western circuit. In the autumn of 
that year a general election took place ; and he offered himself as a can- 
didate for the university ; but he was at the bottom of the poll. It is said 
that the grave doctors, who then sate robed in scarlet, on the benches of 
Golgotha, thought it great presumption in so young a man to solicit so 
high a distinction. He was, however, at the request of a hereditary 
friend, the Duke of Rutland, brought into Parliament by Sir James 
Lowther for the borough of Appleby. 

The dangers of the country were at that time such as might well have 
disturbed even a constant mind. Army after army had been sent in vain 
against the rebellious colonists of North America. On pitched fields of 
battle the advantage had been with the disciplined troops of the mother 
country. But it was not on pitched fields of battle that the event of such 
a contest could be decided. An armed nation, with hunger and the 
Atlantic for auxiliaries, was not to be subjugated. Meanwhile the House 
of Bourbon, humbled to the dust a few years before by the genius and 
vigour of Chatham, had seiied the opportunity of revenge. Fiance and 
Spain were united against us, and had recently been joined by Holland. 
The command of the Mediterranean had been for a time lost. The 
British flag had been scarcely able to maintain itself in the British Chan- 
nel. The northern powers professed neutrality ; but their neutrality had 
n menacing aspect. In the East, Hyder had descended on the Carnatic, 
had destroyed the little army of Baillie, and had spread terror even to the 
ramparts of Fort Saint Geoi^. 'The discontents of Ireland threatened 
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nothing less than civil war. In En^and the authority of the government 
had sunk to the lowest ^int. The King and the House of Commons 
were alike unpopular. The cry for parliamentary reform was scarcely 
less loud and vehement than in the autumn of 1830. Formidable asso- 
ciations» headed, not by ordinary demagogue but by men of high 
rank, stainless character, and distinguished ability, demanded a revision 
of the representative system. The populace, emboldened by the impo- 
tence and irresolution of the government, had recently broken loose from 
all restraint, besieged the chambers of the legislature, hustled peers, 
hunted bishops, attacked the residences of amb^sadors, opened pHsons, 
burned and pulled down houses. London had presented during some 
days the aspect of a city taken by storm ; and it had been necessary to 
form a camp among the trees of Saint James’s Park. 

In spite of dangers and difficulties abroad and at home, George the 
Third, with a firmness which had little affinity with virtue with wisdom, 
persisted in his determination to put down the American rebels by force 
of arms ; and his ministers submitted their judgment to his. Some erf 
them wete probably actuated merely by selfish cupidity ; but their chief, 
Lord North, a man of high honour, amiable temper, winning manners, 
lively wit, and excellent talents both for business and for debate, must be 
acquitted of all sordid motives. He remained at a post from which he 
haa long wished and had repeatedly tried to escape, only because he had 
not sufficient fortitude to resist the entreaties and reproaches of the King, 
who silenced all arguments by passionately asking whether any gentleman, 
any man of spirit, could have the heart to desert a kind master in the 
hour of extremity. 

The opposition consisted of two parties which had once been hostile to 
each other, and which had been very slowly, and, as it soon appeared, 
very imperfectly reconciled, but which at this conjuncture seem^ to act 
together with cordiality. The larger of these parties consisted of the 
great body of the Whig aristocracy. Its head was Charles, Marquess of 
Rockingham, a man of sense and virtue, and in wealth and parliamentary 
interest equalled by very few of the English nobles, but afflicted with a 
nervous timidity which prevented him from taking a prominent part in 
debate. In the House of Commons, the adherents of Rockingham were 
led by Fox, whose dissipated habits and ruined fortunes were the talk of 
the whole town, but whose commanding genius, and whose sweet, gene- 
rous, and affectionate disposition, extorted the admiration and love of those 
who most lamented the errors of his private life. Burke, superior to Fox 
in largeness of comprehension, in extent of knowledge, and in splendour 
of imagination, but less skilled in that kind of logic and in that kind of 
rhetoric which convince and persuade great assemblies, was willing to lx; 
the lieutenant of a young chief who might have been his son. 

A smaller section of the opposition was composed of the old followers 
of Chatham. At their head was William, Earl of Shelburne, distinguished 
both as a statesman and as a lover of science and letters. With him were 
leagued Lord Camden, who had formerly held the Great Seal, and whose 
integrity, ability, and constitutional knowledge commanded the public 
respect ; Barr^, an eloquent and acrimonious declaimer ; and Dunnini^s 
who had long held the first place at the English bar. It was to this 
party that Htt was naturally attracted. 

On the 26th of February 1781, he made his first speech, in favour of 
Burke’s plan of eeonomkal reform. Fox stood up at the same moment, 
but instantly gave way. The lofty yet animated d^rtment of the youn^; 
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ni«inl>er, fels perfect self-possession, the readiness with which he replied 
to the orators who had preceded him, the silver tones of his voice, the 
perfect structure of his unpremeditated sentences, astonished and delighted, 
his hearers. Burke, moved even to tears, exclaimed, “ It is not a chip of 
the old block ; it is the old block itself.” “ Pitt will be one of the first 
men in Parliament,” said a member of the opposition to Fox. He is 
so aireadv,” answered Fox, in whose nature envy had no place. It is a 
curious met, well remembered by some who were very recently living, 
that soon after this debate Pitt’s name was put up by Fox at Brookes’s. 

On two subsequent occasions during that session Pitt addressed the 
House, and on both fully sustained the reputation which he had acquired 
on his first appearance. In the summer, after the prorogation, he again 
went the western circuit, held several briefs, and acquitted himself in 
such a manner that he was highly complimented by Buller fiom the bench, 
and by Dunning at the bar. 

On the 27th of November the Parliament reassembled. Only forty-eight 
hours before had arrived tidings of the surrender ofComwallisandhis army ; 
and it had consequently been necessary to rewiite the royal speech. Every 
man in the kingdom, except the King, was now convinced that it was mere 
madness to think of conquering the United States. In the debate on the 
report of the address, Pitt spoke with even more energy and brilliancy 
than on any former occasion. He was warmly applaud^ by his allies ; 
but it was remarked that no person on his own side of the house was so 
loud in eulogy as Henry Dundas, the Lord Advocate of Scotland, who 
spoke from the ministerial ranks. That able and versatile politician dis- 
tinctly foresaw the approaching downfall of the government with which 
he was connected, and was preparing to make his own escape from the 
ruin. From that night dates his connection with Pitt, a connection 
which soon became a dose intimacy, and which lasted till it was dissolved 
by death. 

About a fortnight later, Pitt spoke in the committee of supply on the 
army estimates. Symptoms of dissension had begun to appear on the 
'freasury bench. Lord George Germaine, the Secretary of State, who 
was especially charged with the direction of the w^ar in America, had 
held language not easily to be reconciled with declarations made by the 
First Lord of the Treasury. Pitt noticed the discrepancy with much force 
and keenness. Lord Geor^ and I.x)rd North began to whisper together; 
and Welbore Ellis, an ancient placeman who had been drawing salary 
almost every quarter since the days of Henry Pelham, bent down between 
tliem to put in a word. Such interruptions sometimes discompose 
veteran speakers. Pitt stopped, and, looking at the group, said, with 
admirable readiness, ‘ * I shall wait till Nestor has composed the dispute 
between Agamemnon and Achilles.” 

After several defeats, or victories hardly to be distinguished from 
defeats, the ministry resigned. The King, reluctantly and ungraciously, 
consented to accept Rockingham as first minister. Fox and Shelburne 
l>ecame Secretaries of State. Lord John Cavendish, one of the most 
upright and honourable of men, was made Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Thurlow, whose abilities and force of character had made him the 
dlictator of the House of Lords, continued to hold the great seal. 

To Pitt was offered, through Shelburne, the Vicc-Treasurership of 
1 reland, one of the easiest and most highly paid places in the gift of the 
crovm ; but l^e offer was, without hesitation, declined. The young 
statesman had resolved to accept no post which did not entitle him to a 
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seat in the cabinet : and, in a few days later, he announced that resolu- 
tion in the House of Commons. It must be remembered that the 
cabinet was then a much smaller and more select body than at present. 
We have seen cabinets of sixteen. In the time of our grandfathers a 
cabinet of ten or eleven was thought inconveniently large. Seven was 
an usual number. Even Burke, who had taken the lucrative office of 
paymaster, was not in the cabinet. Many therefore thought Pitt’s 
declaration indecent. He himself was sorry that he had made it. The 
words, he said in private, had escaped him in the heat of speaking ; and 
he had no sooner uttered them than he would have given the world to 
recall them. They, however, did him no harm with the public. The 
second William Pitt, it was said, had shown that he had inherited the 
spirit, as well as the genius, of the first. In the son, as in the father, 
there might perhaps be too much pride ; but there was nothing low or 
sordid. It might be called arrogance in a young barrister, living in 
chambers on three hundred a year, to refuse a salary of five thousand a 
year, merely because he did not choose to bind himself to speak or vote 
for plans which he had no share in fmming ; but surely such arrogance 
was not very far removed from virtue. 

Pitt gave a general support to the administration of Rockingham, but 
omitted, in the meantime, no opportunity of courting that Ultra- Whig 
party which the persecution of Wilkes and the Middlesex election had 
call^ into existence, and which the disastrous events of the war, and 
the triumph of republican principles in America, had made formidable 
both in numbers and in temper. He supported a motion for shortening 
the duration of Parliaments. He made a motion for a committee to exa- 
mine into the state of the representation, and, in the speech, by which that 
motion was introduced, avowed himself the enemy of the close Iwroughs, 
the strongholds of that corruption to which he attributed all the calami- 
ties of the nation, and which, as he phrased it in one of those exact and 
sonorous sentences of which he had a boundless command, had grown 
with the growth of England and strengthened with her strength, but had 
not diminished with her diminution or decayed with her decay. On this 
occasion he was supported by Fox. The motion was lost W only twenty 
votes in a house of more than three hundred members. The reformers 
never again had so good a division till the year 1831. 

The new administration was strong in abilities, and was more popular 
than any administration which had held office since the first year of 
George the Third, but was hated by the King, hesitatingly supported by 
the Parliament, and tom by internal dissensions. The Chancellor was dis- 
liked and distrusted by almost all his colleagues. The two Secretaries 
of State regarded each other with no friendly feeling. The line between 
their departments had not been traced with precision ; and there were 
consequently jealousies, encroachments, and complaints. It was all 
that Rockingham could do to keep the peace in his cabinet ; and, before 
the cabinet had existed three months, Rockingham died. 

In an instant all was confusion. The adherents of the deceased states- 
man looked on the Duke of Portland as their chief. The King placed 
Shelburne at the head of the Treasury. Fox, Lord John Cavendish, 
and Burke, immediately resigned their offices; and the new prime mini 
ster was left to constitute a government out of very defective materials. 
His own parliamentary talents were great ; but he could not be in tlic 
place where parliamentary talents were most needed. It was necessary 
to find some member of the House of Commons who could confront the 



WILLIAM PITT, 40^ 

great orators of the opposition ; and Pitt alone had the eloquence and 
the courage which were required. He was offered the great place of 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and he accepted it. He had scarcely 
completed his twenty-third year. 

The Parliament was speedily prorogued. During the recess, a nego* 
tialion for peace which had been commenced under Rockingham was 
brought, to a successful termination. England acknowledged the inde- 
pendence of her revolted colonies ; and she ceded to her European 
enemies some places in the Mediterranean and in the Gulf of Mexico. 
But the terms which she obtained were quite as advantageous and 
honourable as the events of the war entitled her to expect, or as she was 
likely to obtain by persevering in a contest against immense odds.- All 
her vital parts, all the real sources of her power, remained uninjured. 
She preserved even her dignity : for she ceded to the House of Bourbon 
only part of what she had won from that House in previous wars. She 
retained her Indian empire undiminished ; and, in spite of the mightiest 
efforts of two great monarchies, her flag still waved on the rock of 
(Gibraltar. There is not the slightest reason to believe that Fox, if he 
had remained in ofhee, would have hesitated one moment about con- 
cluding a treaty on such conditions. Unhappily that great and most 
amiable man was, at this crisis, hurried by his passions into an error 
which made his genius and his virtues, during a long course of years, 
almost useless to his country. 

He saw that the great body of the House of Commons was divided 
into three parties, his own, that of North, and that of Shelburne ; that 
none of those three parties was large enough to stand alone ; that, there- 
fore, unless two of them united, there must be a miserably feeble ad- 
ministration, or more probably, a rapid succession of miserably feeble 
administrations, and this at a time when a strong government was essential 
to the prosperity and respectability of the nation. It was then neces- 
sary and right that there should be a coalition. To every possible coali- 
tion there were objections. But, of all possible coalitions, that to which 
there were the fewest objections was undoubtedly a coalition between 
Shelburne and Fox. It would have been generally applauded by the fol- 
lowers of both. It might have been made without any sacrifice of public 
jjrinciple on the part of either. Unhappily, recent bickerings had left in 
the mind of Fox a-profound dislike and distrust of Shelburne. Pitt at- 
tempted to mediate, and was authorised to invite Fox to return to the 
service of the Crown. “ Is Lord Shelburne,’* said Fox, “ to remain prime 
minister?” Pitt answered in the affirmative. “ It is impossible that I 
can act under him,” said Fox. “ Then negotiation is at an end, ” said 
Pitt ; for I cannot betray him,” Thus the two statesmen parted. They 
were never again in a private room together. 

As Fox and his friends would not treat with Shelburne, nothing re- 
mained to them but to treat with North. That fatal coalition which is 
emphatically called “ The Coalition ” was formed. Not three quarters 
of a year had elapsed sinqe Fox and Burke had threatened North with 
hiipeachment, and had described him, night after night, as the most arbi- 
trai-y, the most corrupt, the most incapable of ministers. They now allied 
diemselves with him for the purpose of driving from office a statesman 
with whom they cannot be said to have differed as to any inqxirtant ques- 
tion. Nor had they even the prudence and the patience to wait for some 
occasion on which they might, without inconsistency, have combined with 
dieir old enemies in opposition to the government. That nothing might 



WILLIAM PITT, 


be wanting to the scandal, the great orators, who had, duiing seven years, 
thundered against the war, determined to join with the authors of that 
war in pissing a vote of censure on the peace. 

The Parliament met before Christmas 1782. But it was not till January 
1783 that the preliminary treaties were signed. On the 17th of February 
thw were taken into consideration by the House of Commonsw There 
had been, during some days, floating rumours tliat Fox and North had 
coalesced ; and the debate indicated but too clearly that those rumours 
were not unfounded. Pitt was suffering from indisposition : he did not 
rise till his own strength and that of his hearers were exhausted ; and he 
was consequently less successful than on any former occasion. His ad- 
mii-ers owned that his speech was feeble and petulant. He so far forgot 
himself as to advise Sheridan to confine himself to amusing theatrical 
audiences. This ignoble sarcasm gave Sheridan an opportunity of re- 
torting with great felicity. “ After what I have seen and heard to-night,” 
he said, ‘‘ I really feel strongly tempted to venture on a competition witii 
so great an artist as Ben Joiison, and to bring on the stage a second 
Angry Boy.” On a division, the address proposed by the supporters of 
the government was rejected by a majority of sixteen. 

But Pitt was not a man to be disheartened by a single failure, or to be 
put down by the most lively repartee. When a few days later, the oppo 
sition proposed a resolution directly censuring the treaties, he spoke wiilr 
an eloquence, energy, and dignity which rai^ his fame and popularity 
higher than ever. To the coalition of Fox and North he alluded in lan- 
guage which drew forth tumultuous applause from his followers. “ If,” 
he said, ‘‘this ill-omened and unnatural marriage be not yet consummated, I 
know of a just and lawful impediment ; and, in the name of the public 
weal, I forbid the banns.” 

The ministers were again left in a minority ; and Shelburne conse- 
quently tendered his resignation. It was accepted \ but the King struggled 
long and hard before he submitted to the terms dictated by Fox, whose 
faults he detested, and whose high spirit and powerful intellect he detesle<i 
still more. The first place at the board of Treasury was repeatedly offered 
to Pitt ; but the offer, though tempting, was steadfastly declined. Tlie 
young man, whose judgment was as precocious as his eloquence, saw that 
his time was coming, but was not come, and was deaf to royal importu- 
nities and reproaches. His Majesty, bitterly complaining of Pitt’s faint- 
heartedness, tried to break the coalition. Every art of seduction was 
practised on North, but in vain. During several weeks the country 
remained without a government. It was not till all devices had failetl, 
and till the aspect of the House of Commons became threatening, that 
the King gave way. The Duke of Portland was declared First Lonl of 
the Treasury. Thurlow was dismissed. Fox and North became Secre- 
taries of State, with power ostensibly equal. But Fox was the real 
prime minister. 

The year was far advanced before the new arrangements were com- 
(deted ; and nothing very important was doi^e during the remainder of 
die sesaimi* Pitt, now seated on the opposition bench, brought the 
question of parliamentary reform a second time under the consideration 
of the Coninions. He proposed to add to the House at once a hundretl 
county members and seveial members for metropolitan districts, and to 
enact that every borough of which an election committee should report 
that die majority of voters appeared to be corrupt should lose the fran- 
chise. Hie motioa waa rejected by 293 votes to 149. 
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After the prorogation, Pitt visited the Continent for the first and last 
time. His travelling companion was one of his most intimate friends, a 
young man of his own age, who had already distinguished himself in 
Parliaroent l>y an engaging natural eloquence, set off by the sweetest and 
most exquisitely modulated of human voices, and whose affectionate 
heart, caressing manners, and brilliant wit, made him the most delightful 
of companions, William Wilberforce. That-was the time of Anglomania 
in France ; and at Paris the son of the great Chatham was absolutely 
luinted by men of letters and women of fashion, and forced, much against 
jiis will, into political disputation. One remarkable saying which 
dropped from him during this tour has been preserved. A French 
gentleman expressed some surprise at the immense influence which Fox, 
a man of pleasure, ruined by the dice-box and the turf, exercised over the 
English nation. “You have not,*’ said Pitt, “ been under the wand of 
the magician.” 

Ill Novemlier 1783 the Parliament met again. The government had 
irresistible strength in the House of Commons, and seemed to be scarcely 
less strong in the Hou-se of I^rds, but was, in truth, surrounded on 
every side by dangers. The King was impatiently waiting for the 
moment at which he could cnianci|iate himself from a yoke which galled 
him so severely tliat lie liatl more than once seriously thought of retiring 
to Hanover ; and the King was scarcely more eager for a clmnge than the 
nation. Fox and North had committed a fatal error. They ought to 
liavc known that coalitions between parties which have long been hostile 
can succeed only when the wish for coalition pervades the lower ranks of 
both. If the leaders unite before there is any disposition to union among 
the followers, the probability is that there will be a mutiny in both 
camps, and that the two revoked armies will make a truce with each other, 
m order to be revenged on those by whom they think that they have 
been betrayed. Thus it was in 1 783. At the l>eginning of that eventful 
year, North had been tlie recognised head of the old Tory party, which, 
though foi* a. moment prostrated by the disastrous i.ssue of the American 
war, was still a great power in the state. To him the clergy, the uni- 
versities, aixl that large body of country gentlemen whose rallying cry 
was “ Church and King,” had long looked up with respect and confi- 
dence. Fox had, on the other Iiand, been the idol of the Whigs, and of 
tiic whole body of Protestant dissenters. The coalition at once ^ifinated 
the HKist zeaU^s Tories from North, and the most zealous Whigs from 
I ox. The University of Oxford, which had marked its approbation 
of North’s oftliodoxy by electing him chancellor, the city of London, 
which had been during two and twenty years at war with the Court, 
were equally disgusted. Squires and rectors, who had inlierited the 
principles of the cavaliers 01 the preceding century, could not forgive 
their old leader for combining with disloyal subjects in order to put 
a force on the sovereign. The members of the Bill of Rights Society 
of the Reform Associations were enraged by learning that their 
favourite orator now called the great champion of tyranny ana corruption 
his noble friend. Two great multitudes were at once left without any 
head, and both at once turned their eyes on Pitt One party saw in him 
the only man who could rescue the King ; the other saw in him the only 
man who could purify the Parliament. He was supported on one side by 
Archbishop Markham, the preacher of divine right, and by Jenkins^ 
the captain of the Pratorian band of the King’s friends ; on the other side 
hy Jebband Priestley, Sawltfidge ami Cartwright, Jack Wilkes and Home 
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Tooke. On the benches of the House of Commons, however, the ranks 
of the ministerial majority were unbroken ; and that any statesman would 
venture to brave such a majority was thought impossible. No prince of 
the Hanoverian line had ever, under any provocation, ventured to appeal 
from the representative body to the constituent body. The ministers, 
therefore, notwithstanding the sullen looks and muttered words of dis- 
pleasure with which their suggestions were received in the closet, not- 
withstanding the roar of ol)lo(|uy which was rising louder and louder every 
day from every comer of the island, thought themselves secure. 

Such was their confidence in their strength that, as soon as the Parlia- 
ment had met, they brought forward a singularly bold and original plan 
for the government of the British territories in India. What was pro- 
posed was that the whole authority, which till that time had been exercised 
over those territories by the East India Company, should be transferred 
to seven Commissioners who were to be named by Parliament, and wen! 
not to be removable at the pleasure of the Crown. Earl P'itz william, the 
most intimate personal friend of Fox, was to be chairman of this board ; 
and the eldest son of North was to be one of the members. 

As soon as the outlines of the scheme were known, all the hatred which 
the coalition had excited burst forth with an astounding explosion. Tly 
question which ought undoubtedly to have been considered as paramount 
to every other was, whether the proposed change was likely to be bene- 
ficial or injurious to the thirty millions of people who were subject to the 
Company. But that question cannot be said to have l)een even seriously 
discussed. Burke, who, whether right or wrong in the conclusions t() 
which he came, had at least the merit of looking at the subject in the right 
point of view, vainly reminded his hearers of that mighty population whose 
daily rice might depend on a vote of the British Parliament. He spoke, 
with even more than his wonted power of thought and language, about 
the desolation of Rohilcund, about the spoliation of Benares, about the 
evil policy which had suffered the tanks of the Carnatic to go to ruin ; 
but he could scarcely obtain a hearing. I'he contending parties, to their 
shame it must be said, would listen to none but English topics. Out of 
doors the cry against the ministry was almost universal. Town and country 
were united. Corporations exclaimed against the violation of the charter 
of the greatest corporation in the realm. Tories and democrats joined in 
pronouncing the proposed board an unconstitutional body. It was (<> 
consist of Fox's nominees. The effect of his bill was to give, not to ilic 
Crown, but to him personally, whether in office or in opposition, an 
enormous power, a patronage sufficient to counterbalance tne patronag(' 
of the Treasury and of the Admiralty, and to decide the elections 
for fifty boroughs. He knew, it was said, that he was hateful aliku 
to King and people ; and he had devised a plan which would make 
him independent of both. Some nicknamed him Cromwell, and some 
Carlo Khan. Wilberforce, with his usual felicity of expression, and 
with very unusual bitterness of feeling, described the scheme as tlu; 
genuine offspring of the coalition, as marked by the features of botli 
its parents, the corruption of one and the violence of the other, 
spite of all opposition, however, the bill was supported in every stage 
^ great majorities, was rapidly passed and was sent up to the Lords. 
To the general astonishment, when the second reading was moved in the 
Upper House, Hhe opposition proposed an adjournment, and carried it by 
eighty-seven votes to seventy-nine. The cause of this strange turn ot 
fortune was soon known. Pitt's cousin, Earl Temple, had bwn in the 
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royal closet, and had there been authorised to let it be known that His 
Majesty would consider all who voted for the bill as his enemies. The 
ignominious commission was performed ; and instantly a troop of Lords 
of the Bedchamber, of Bishops who wished to be translated, and of 
Scotch peers who wished to be re-elected, made haste to change sides. 
On a later day, the Lords rejected the bill. Fox and North were imme- 
diately directed to send their seals to the j)alace by their Under Secre- 
taries ; and Pitt was appointed First Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. 

The general opinion was, that there would be an immediate dissolution. 
But Pitt wisely determined to give the public feeling time to gather 
strength. On this point he differed from his kinsman Temple. The con- 
sequence was, that Temple, who had been appointed one of the Secre- 
taries of State, resigned his office forty-eight hours after he had accepted 
it, and thus relieved the new government from a great load of unpopu- 
larity ; for all men of sense and honour, however strong might be their 
dislike of the India Bill, disapproved of the manner in which that bill 
had been thrown out. Temple carried away with him the scandal which 
the l>est friends of the new government could not but lament. "J'he fame 
of the young prime minister pi*eserved its whiteness. He could declare 
with perfect truth that, if unconstitutional machinations had been em- 
ployed, he had been no party to tliem. 

He was, however, surrounded by difficulties and dangers. In the 
House of Lords, indeed, he had a majority ; nor could any orator of the 
opposition in that assembly be considered as a match for Thurlow, who 
was now again Chancellor, or for Camden, who cordially supported the 
son of his old friend Chatham. But in the other House there was not a 
single eminent st>eaker among the official men who sate round Pitt. ,His 
nu)st useful assistant was Dundas, who, though he had not eloquence, had 
sense, knowledge, readiness, and boldness. On the opposite benches was 
a powerful majority, led by Fox, who was supported by Burke, North, 
and Sheridan. The heart of the young minister, stout as it was, almost 
died within him. He could not once close his eyes on the night which 
followed Temple’s resignation. But, whatever his internal emotions 
might be, his language and deportment indicated nothing but unconquer- 
able firmness and haughty confidence in his own powers. His contest 
against the House of Commons lasted from the 17th of December 1783, 
to the 8th of March 1784. In sixteen divisions the opposition triumphed. 
Again and again the King was requested to dismiss nis ministers. But 
he was determined to go to Germany rather than yield. Pitt’s resolution 
never wavered. The cry of the nation in his favour became vehement 
and almost furious. Addresses assuring him of public support came up 
daily from every part of the kingdom. The freedom of the city of 
London was presented to him in a gold lx)x. He went in state to 
receive this mark of distinction. He was sumptuously feasted in Grocers’ 
Hall ; and the shopkeepers of the Strand and Fleet Street illuminated 
their houses in his honour. Hiese things could not but produce an 
effect within the walls of Parliament. The ranks of the majority began 
to waver ; a few passed over to the enemy ; some skulked away ; many 
were for capitulating while it was still possible to capitulate with the 
honours of war. Negotiations were opened with the view of forming an 
administration on a wide basis ; but they had scarcely been opened when 
they were closed. The opposition demanded, as a preliminarv article of 
the treaty^ that Pitt should resign the Treasury j and with this demand 



WiUMM nrz 


Pitt steadfastlj? refused to comply. While the contest was raging^ the 
Clerkship of the l^ells, a sinecure place for life, worth three thousand a 
year, and tenable with a seat in the House of Commons, became vacant. 
The appointment was with the Chancellor of the Exchequer : nobody 
doubted that he would appoint himself ; and noljody could have blamed 
him if he had done so ; for such sinecure offices had always been defended 
on the ground that they enabled a few men of eminent abilities and small 
incomes to live without any profession, and to devote themselves to the 
service of the state. Pitt, in spite of the remonstrances of his friends, 
gave the Pells to his father’s old adherent. Colonel Barre, a man distin 
guided by talent and eloquence, but poor and aifiicted with blindness. 
By this arrangement a pension which the Rockingham administration had 
granted to Barr^ was saved to the public. Never was there a happier 
stroke of policy. About treaties, wars, expeditions, tariffs, budgets, there 
will always be room for dispute. The policy which Is applauded by half 
the nation may be condemned by the other half. But pecuniary disin- 
terestedness everybody comprehends. It is a great thing for a man wl\o 
has only three hundred a year to be able to show that he considers three 
thousand a year as mere dirt beneath his feet, when compared with the 
puldic interest and the public esteem. Pitt had his reward. No minister 
was ever more rancorousJy libelled ; but, even when he was known to l>e 
overwhelmed with debt, when millions were passing through his hamls, 
when the wealthiest magnates of the realm were soliciting him for mar- 
quisates arul garters, his bitterest enemies did not dare to accuse him of 
touching unla^v^lll gain. 

At length the hard fought fight ended. A final remonstrance, drawn 
up l)y Burke with admirable skill, was carried on the 8th of March by a 
sii^le vote in a full House. Had the experiment been repealed, tlie suj> 
porters of the coalition would probably have been iu a minority. But the 
supplies had been voted ; the Mutiny Bill had been passerl ; and the 
Parliamervt was dissolved. 

The popular constituent bodies all over the country were in general 
enthusiastic on the side of the new government. A hundred and sixty 
of the supporters of the coalition lost their seats. The First Lord of the 
Treasury himself came in at the head of the poll for the University of 
Cambridge. His young friend, Wilberforce, was elected knight of the 
great shire of York, in opposition to the whole influence oi the Fitz- 
^Uams, Cavendishes, Dundases, and Saviles. In the midst of such 
triumphs PHt completed his twenty-fifth year. He was now the greatest 
suby^ct that England liad seen during many generations. He domineered 
absolutely over the cabinet, and was the favourite at once of the Sove- 
reign, of the Parliament, and of the nation. His father bad never been 
so^W^nl* nor Walpole, nor Marlborough. 

This narrative has now reached a point, beyond which a full history uf 
the of Pitt would be a histc^ of England, or rather of the whole 
dvUised world ; and Cor such a history this is not the proper place. Here 
a very slight sketch must suffice ; and in that sketch prominence will be 
given to such poonls as may enable a reader who is already acquainted 
with the general course of events to form a just notion of tlie character ol 
tlw man on whom so much depended. 

If we wish to arriee at a correct judgment of Pitt's merits and defects, 
ym must Dmt Im belonged to a pecuUar class of statesmen, 

and (het ^ mm be txM hy a peculiar standard. It is not easy to com- 
pare tm (kirly wUh such mm as Xitnenes and Sully, KkuMieu and 
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Oxensliern, John dci Witt, and Warren Hastings. The means by which 
those politicians governed great «»nmunities were of quite a different 
kind from those which Pitt was under the necessity of employing. Some 
talents, which they never had any opportunity of showing that they pos^ 
sessed* were developed in him to an extraordinary degree. In some 
qualities, on the other hand, to which they owe a large part of their fame, 
he was decidedly their inferior. They transacted business in their closets, 
or at boards where a few confidential councillors sate. It was his lot to 
be born in an age and in a country in which parliamentary govern- 
ment was completely established his whole training from infancy was 
such as fitted him to bear a part in parliamentary government ; and, 
from the prime of his manhood to his death, all the powers of his vigorous 
mind were almost constantly exerted in the work of parliamentary govern- 
ment. He accordingly became the greatest master of the whole art of 
parliamentary government that has ever existed, a greater than Montague 
or Walpole, a greater than his father Chatham, or his rival Fox, a greater 
than either of his illustrious successors. Canning and Peel. 

Parliamentary government, like every other contrivance of man, has 
its advantages and disadvantages. On the advantages there is no need 
to dilate. The history of England during the hundred and seventy years 
which have elapsed since the House of Commons became the most power- 
ful body in the state, her immense and stilf growing prosperity, her free- 
dom, her tranquillity, her greatness in arts, in sciences, and in arms, her 
maritime ascendency, the marvels of her public credit, her American, her 
African, her Australian, her Asiatic empires, sufficiently prove the excel- 
lence of her institutions. Put those iastitutions, though excellent, are 
assuredly not jjerfect. Parliamentary government is government by speak- 
ing. In such a government, the powder of speaking is llvj most highly 
prized of all the qualities which a politician can ^x>ssess : and that power 
may exist, in the highest degree, without judgment, without fortitude, 
without skill in reading the characters of men or the signs of the times, with- 
out any knowledge of the principles of legislation or of political economy, 
and without any skill in diplomacy or in the administration of war. 
Nay, it may well happen that thase veiy intellectual qualities which give 
a peculiar charm to the speeches of a public man may be incompatible 
with the qualities which would fit him to meet a pressing emergency with 
l^romptitude and firmness. It was thus with Charles Townshend It 
was thus with Windham. It was a privilege to listen to those accom- 
plished and ingenious orators. But in a perilous crisis they would have 
I Mien found far inferior in all the qualities of rulers to such a man as 
Oliver Cromwell, who talked nonsense, or as William the Silent, who 
<lid not talk at all. When parliamentary TOvemntent is established, a 
<diarles Townshend or a Windham will lumost always exercise much 
j^reater influence than such men as the great Protector of England, or os 
file founder of the Batavian commociwealth. In such a government, 
l>arliamcntary talent, though quite distinct from the talents of a good 
executive or Judicial o0icer, will be a chief qualification for executive and 
judicial office. From the Book of Dignities a curious list might be made 
ont of Chancellors ignorant of the principles of equity, and First Lords 
of the Admiralty ignorant of the principles of navigation, of Colonial 
ministers who could not repeat the names of the Colonies, of Lords of 
Treawy who did not know the difference between funded and un- 
funded debtfc and of Secretariea of the India Board who did not know 
whether the Mahmitas were Mahometans or Hindoos* On these grounds, 
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some persons, incapable of seeing more than one side of a question, have 
pronounced parliamentary government a positive evil, and have main- 
tained that the administration would be greatly improved if the power, 
now exercised by a large assembly, were transferred to a single ^rson. 
Men of sense will probably think the remedy very much worse than the 
disease, and will be of opinion that there would be small gain in ex- 
changing Charles Townshend and Windham for the Prince of the Peace, 
or the poor slave and dog Steenie. 

Pitt was emphatically the man of parliamentary government, the type 
of his class, the minion, the child, the spoiled child, of the House of 
Commons. For the House of Commons he had a hereditary, an infan- 
tine love. Through his whole boyhood, the House of Commons was 
never out of his thoughts, or out of the thoughts of his instructors. Re- 
citing at his father’s knee, reading Thucydides and Cicero into English, 
analysing the great Attic speeches on the Embassy and on the Crown, he 
was constantly in training for the conflicts of the House of Commons. 
He was a distinguished member of the House of Commons at twenty-one. 
The ability which he had displayed in the House of Commons made him 
the most powerful subject in Europe before he was twenty-five. It 
would have been happy for himself and for his country if his elevation had 
been deferred. Eight or ten years, during which he would have had 
leisure and opportunity for reading and reflection, for foreign travel, for 
social intercourse and free exchange of thought on equal temis with a 
great variety of companions, would have supplied what, without any fault 
on his part, was wanting to his powerful intellect. He had all the 
knowledge that he could be expected to have ; that is to say, all the 
knowledge that a man can acquire while he is a student at Cambridge, 
and all the knowledge that a man can acquire when he is First Lord of 
the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer. But the stock of general 
information which he brought from college, extraordinary for a boy, was 
far inferior to what Fox possessed, and beggarly when compared with the 
massy, the splendid, the various treasures laid up in the large mind of 
Burke. After Pitt became minister, he had no leisure to learn more than 
was necessary for the purposes of the day which was passing over him. 
What was necessary for those purposes such a man could learn with 
little difficulty. He was surrounded by experienced and able public 
servants. He could at any moment command their best assistance. 
From the stores which they produced his vigorous mind rapidly collected 
the materials for a good parliamentary case ; and that was enough. 
Legislation and administration were with him secondary matters. To the 
work of framing statutes, of negotiating treaties, of organising fleets and 
armies, of sending forth expeditions, he gave only the leavings of his time 
and the dregs of his fine intellect. The strength and sap of his mind 
were all drawn in a different direction. It was when the House of Com- 
mons was to be convinced and persuaded that he put forth all his powers. 

Of those powers we must form our estimate chiefly from tradition ; 
for of all the eminent speakers of the last age Pitt has suffered most from 
the reporters. Even while he was still living, critics remarked that his 
eloquence could not be preserved, that he must be heard to be appreciated. 
They more than once applied to him the sentence in which Tacitus de- 
scribes the fate of a senator whose rhetoric was admired in the Augustan 
age I “ Haterii* canorum illud et profluens cum ipso simul exstinctum 
est'' There is, however, abundant evidence that nature had bestowed 
on Pitt the talents of a great orator ; and those talents had been developed 
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in a very peculiar manner, first by his education, and secondly by the 
high official position to which he rose early, and in which he passed the 
greater part of his public life. 

At his first appearance in Parliament he showed himself superior to all 
his contemporaries in command of language. He could pour forth a long 
succession of round and stately periods, without premeditation^ without 
ever pausing for a word, without ever repeating a word, in a voice of 
silver clearness, and with a pronunciation so articulate that not a letter 
was slurred over. He had less amplitude of mind and less richness of 
imagination than Burke, less ingenuity than Windham, less wit than 
Sheridan, less perfect mastery of dialectical fence, and less of that highest 
sort of eloquence which consists of reason and passion fused together, 
than Fox. Yet the almost unanimous judgment of those who were in 
the habit of listening to that remarkable race of men placed Pitt, as a 
speaker, above Burke, above Windham, alx)ve Sheridan, and not below 
Fox. His declamation was copious, polished, and splendid. In power 
of sarcasm he was probably not surpassed by any speaker, ancient or 
modern ; and of this formidable weapon he made merciless use. In two 
parts of the oratorical art which are of the highest value to a minister of 
state he was singularly expert. No man knew better how to be luminous 
or how to be obscure. When he wished to be understood, he never 
failed to make himself understood. He could with ease present to his 
audience, not perhaps an exact or profound, but a clear, popular, and 
plausible view of the most extensive and complicated subject. Nothing 
was out of place ; nothing was forgotten ; minute details, dates, sums of 
money, were all faithfully preserved in his memory. Even intricate ques* 
tions of finance, when explained by him, seemed clear to the plainest 
man among his hearers. On the other hand, when he did not wish to 
be explicit, — and no man who is at the head of affairs always wishes to 
be explicit, — he had a marvellous power of saying nothing in language 
which left on his audien<^ the impression that he had said a great deal. 
He was at once the only man who could open a budget without notes, 
and the only man who, as Windham said, could speak that most elabo- 
rately evasive and unmeaning of human compositions, a King’s speech, 
without premeditation. 

The effect of oratory wdll always to a great extent depend on the 
character of the orator. There perhaps never were two speakers whose 
eloquence had more of what may be called the race, more of the flavout 
imparted by moral qualities, than Fox and Pitt. The speeches of Fox 
owe a great part of their charm to that warmth and softness of heart, 
that sympathy with human suffering, that admiration for everything great 
and beautiful, and that hatred of cruelty and injustice, which interest 
and delight us even in the most defective reports. No person, on the 
other hand, could hear Pitt without perceiving him to be a man of high, 
intrepid, and commanding spirit, proudly conscious of his own rectitude 
and of his own intellectuiu superiority, incapable of the low vices of fear 
and envy, but too prone to feel ami to show disdain. Pride, indeed, 
pervaded the whole man, was written in the harsh, rigid lines of his face, 
was marked by the way in which he walked, in which he sate, in which 
he stood, and, above all, in which he bowed. Such pride, of course, 
inflicted many wounds. It may confidently be affirmed that there can- 
not be found, ki all the ten thousand invectives written s^ainst Fox, a 
word indicating that his demeanour had ever made a single personal 
enemy. On the other hand, several men of note who had been partial 
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U> Pitt, and who to the last continued to approve his public conduct and 
to support bis administration, Cumberland, for example, Boswell, and 
Matthias, were so much irritated by the contempt with which he treated 
them, that they complained in print of their wrongs. But his pride, 
though it made him bitterly disliked by individuals, inspired the great 
body of his followers in Parliament and throughout the country with 
respect and confidence. They took him at his own valuation. They 
saw that his self-esteem was not that of an upstart, who was drunk with 
good luck and with applause, and who, if fortune turned, would sink 
from arrogance into abject humility. It was that of the magnanimoas 
mao so finely described by Aristotle in the Ethics, of the man who thinks 
himself wCMrthy of great things, being in truth worthy. It sprang from a 
consciousness of great powers and great virtues, and was never so con- 
spicuously displayed as in the midst of difficulties and dangers which 
would have unnerved and bowed down any ordinary mind. It was 
closely connected, too, with an ambition which bad no mixture of low 
cupidity. There was something noble in the cynical disdain with which 
the mighty minister scattered riches and titles to right and left among 
those who valued them, while he spurned them out of his own way. 
Poor himself, he was surrounded by friends on whom he had bestowed 
three thousand, six thousand, ten thousand a year. Plain Mister himself, 
he had made more lords than any three ministers that had preceded him. 
The garter, for which the first dukes in the kingdom were contending, 
was repeatedly offered to him, and offered in vain. 

The correctness of his private life added much to the dignity of his 
public character. In the relations of son, brother, uncle, master, friend, 
his conduct was exemplary. In the small circle of his intimate associates, 
he was amiable, affectionate, even playful. They loved him sincerely ; 
they regrette<l him long ; and they would hardly admit that he who was 
so kind and gentle with them coukl be stern and hauglity with others. 
He indulged, indeed, somewhat too freely in wine, which he had early 
been directed to take as a medicine, and which use had made a necessary 
of life to him. But it was very seldom that any indication of luidue excess 
could be detected in his tones or gestures ; and, in truth, two bottles of port 
were little more to him than two dkhes of tea. He had, when he was 
first introduced into the clubs of Saint James’s Street, shown a strong 
taste for play j but be bad the prudence and the resolution to stop before 
this taste had acquired the strength of habit. From the passion which 
generally exercises the most tyrannical dominion over the youi^ he 
pcxssessed an immunity, which is probably to be ascribed partly to his 
temperament and partly to his situation. His constitution was feeble ; 
be was very shy ; and he was very busy. The strictness of his morals 
furnished sucb buffoons as Peter Pindar and Captain Morris with an in* 
exbaustilde theme for merriment of no very delicate kind. But the great 
body (A the middle class of Englishmen could not see the joke. They 
warmly praised the young statesman for commanding bis passions, and 
for coverii^ his frsulliea, if he had frailties, with decorous obscurity, and 
would have been very far indeed from thinking better of him if be had 
vt&dieated himself brom the taunts of his enemies by taking under his 
protection a Nancy Parsons or a Marianne Clark. 

No part of the im»ease popularity which Pitt loiog enj(^ed is to be 
attributed to the «euk»gies of wits and poets. It might have been natu- 
rally expected that a man of genius, of lea«iiing, ol taste, m orator whose 
diettoo was obims compared to too representative, top^ ofa 
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^reai tmivcrsity, would have taken a peculiar pleasure in befriending^ 
eminent writers, to whatever political party they mi^t have belonged. 
The love of literature had induced Augustus to heap benefits on Pom- 
peians, Somers to be the protector of nonjurors, Harley to make the 
ibitunes of Whigs. But it could not move Pitt to show any favour even 
to Pittites. He was doubtless right in thinking that, in general, poetry, 
history, and philosophy ought to be suffered, like calico and cutlery, to 
find their proper price in the market, and that to teach men of letters to 
look habitually to the state for their recompense is bad for the state and 
had for letters. Assuredly nothing can be more absurd or mischievous 
than to waste the public money in bounties for the purpose of inducing 
people who ought to be weighing out grocery or measuring out drapery 
to write bad or middling books. But, though the sound rule is that 
autliors should be left to be remunerated by their readers, there will, in 
every generation, be a few exceptions to this rule. To distinguish these 
special cases from the mass is an employment well worthy of the faculties 
of a great and accomplished ruler ; and Pitt would assuredly have had 
little difficulty in finding such ^es. While he was in power, the greatest 
philologist of the age, his own contemporary at Cambridge, was reduced 
to earn a livelihood by the lowest literary dnidgeiy, and to spend in 
writing squibs for the Moniing Chronicle years to which we mignt have 
owned an all but perfect text of the w’hole tragic and comic drama of 
Atliens. The greatest historian of the age, forced by poverty to leave his 
country, completed his immortal work on the shores of Lake Leman. The 
political heterodoxy of Person, and the religious heterodoxy of Gibbon, 
may perhaps be pleaded in defence of the minister by whom those eminent 
men were n^ected. But there were other cases in which no such excuse 
could be set up. Scarcely had Pitt obtained possession of unbounded 
j>ower when an aged writer of the highest eminence, who had made very 
little by his writings, and who was sinking into the grave under a load of 
infirmities and sorrows, wanted five or six hundred ix)unds to enable 
him, during the winter or two which might still remain to him, to draw 
his breath more easily in tlie soft climate of Italy. Not a farthing was 
to be obtained ; and before Christmas the author of the English Dictionaiy 
and of the Lives of the Poets had gasped his last in the river fog and cod 
smoke of Fleet Street A few montlis after the death of Johnson appeared 
the Task, incomparably the best poem that any Englishman then living 
liad produced — a poem, too, which could hardly fail to excite in a well 
constituted mind a feeling of esteem and com^^assion for Ae poet, a man 
of genius and virtue, whose means were scanty, and whom the most cruel 
of all the calamities incident to humanity had made incapable of sup- 
porting himself by vigorous and sustained exertion. Nowhere hatl 
Chatliam been praised with more enthusiasm, or in verse more worthy 
of the subject, than in the Task. The son of Chatham, however, con- 
tented himself with reading and admiring the book, and left the author to 
starve. The pension which, long after, enabled poor Cowper to close 
his melancholy life, unmolested by duns and bailiffs, was obtained for 
him by the strenuous kindness of Lord Spencer. What a contrast be- 
tween the way in which Pitt acted towards Johnson and the way in which 
Lord Grey acted towards his political enemy Scott, when Scott, worn 
out by misfortune and disease, was advised to tiy the effect of the 
Italian air I What a contrast between the way in which Pitt acted 
towards Cowper and the way in which Burke, a poor man and out of 
place, acted towards Crabbe ! Even Dundas, who made no pretensions 
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to literary taste, and was content to be considered as a hardh^ed and 
somewhat coarse man of business, was, when compared with hts eloquent 
and classically educated friend, a Maecenas or a Leo. Dundas made 
Bums an exciseman, with seventy pounds a year ; and this was more than 
Pitt, during his long tenure of power, did for the encouragement of letters. 
Even those who may think that it is, in general, no part of the duty of a 
government to reward literary merit will hardly deny that a government, 
which has much lucrative church preferment in its gift, is bound, in dis- 
tributing that preferment, not to overlook divines whose writings have 
rendered great service to the cause of religion. But it seems never to 
have occurred to Pitt that he lay under any such obligation. All the 
theological works of all the numerous bishops whom he made and trans- 
lated are not, when put together, worth fifty pages of the Horae Paulinae, 
of the Natural Theology, or of the View of the Evidences of Christianity. 
But on Paley the adl-powerful minister never bestowed the small benefice. 
Artists Pitt treated as contemptuously as writers. For painting he did 
simply nothing. Sculptors, who had been selected to execute monu- 
ments voted by Parliament, had to h^unt the ante-chambers of the 
Treasu^ during many years before they could obtain a farthing from 
him. One of them, after vainly soliciting the minister for payment dur- 
ing fourteen years, had the courage to present a memorial to the King, 
and thus obtained tardy and ungracious justice. Architects it was abso- 
lutely necessary to employ ; and the worst that could be found seem to 
have been employed. Not a single fine public building of any kind or in 
any style was erected during his long aaministration. It maybe confi- 
dently affirmed that no ruler whose abilities and attainments would bear 
any comparison with his has ever shown such cold disdain for what is 
excellent in arts and letters. 

His first administration lasted seventeen years. That long period is 
divided by a strongly marked line into two almost exactly equal parts. 
The first part ended and the second began in the autumn of 1792. 
Throughout both parts Pitt displayed in the highest degree the talents 
of a parliamentary leader. Durii^ the first part he wn.s a fortunate 
and, in many respects, a skilful administrator. With the difficulties which 
he had to encounter during the second part he was altogether incapable 
of contending : but his eloquence and his perfect mastery of the tactics of 
the House of Commons concealed his incapacity froni the multitude. 

The eight years which followed the general election of 1 784 were as 
tranquil and prosperous as any eight years in the whole history of England, 
Neignbouring nations which ha 3 lately been in arms against her, and 
which had flattered themselves that, in losing her American colonies, she 
had lost a chief source of her wealth and of her power, saw, with wonder 
and vexation, that she was more wealthy and more powerful than ever. 
Her trade increased. Her manufactures flourished. Her exchequer was 
full to overflowing. Very idle apprehensions were generally entertained, 
that the public debt, though much less than a third of the debt which we 
now bear with ease, would be found too heavy for the strength of the 
nation. Those apprehensions might not perhaps have been easuy quieted 
by reason. But ritt quieted them by a ju|[^te. He succeeded m per- 
suading first himselC, and then the whole nation, his opponents included, 
that a new sinking fund, whfeh, so far as it differed from former sinking 
funds, differed for the worse, would, by virtue of some mysterious power of 
propagation belon^ng to money, put into the pocket of the public creditor 
great sums not taken out of the pocket of the tax-payer. The country, 
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terrified by a danger which was no danger, hailed with delight and 
boundless confidence a remedy which was no remedy. The minister was 
almost universally extoUed as the greatest of financiers. Meanwhile both 
the branches of the House of Bourbon found that England was as for- 
midable an antagonist as she had ever been. France had formed a plan 
for reducing Holland to vassalage. But England interposed; and France 
receded. Spain interrupted by violence the trade of our merchants with 
the regions near the Oregon. But England armed ; and Spain receded. 
Within the island there was profound tranquillity. The King was, for 
the first time, popular. During the twenty-three years which had fol- 
lowed his accession he had not been loved by his subjects. His domestic 
virtues were acknowledged. But it was generally thought that the good 
qualities by which he was distinguished in private life were wanting to 
his political character. As a Sovereign, he was resentful, unforgiving, 
stublx>m, cunning. Under his rule the country had sustained cruel dis- 
graces and disasters ; and every one of those disgraces and disasters was 
imputed to his strong antipathies, and to his perverse obstinacy in the 
wrong. One statesman after another complained that he had been in- 
duced by royal caresses, intreaties, and promises, to undertake the direc- 
tion of affairs at a difficult conjuncture, and that, as soon as he had, not 
without sullying his fame, and alienating his best friends, served the turn 
for which he was wanted, his ungrateful master began to intrigue against 
him, and to canvass a^inst him. Grenville, Rockingham, Chatham, men 
of widely different characters, but all three upright and high-spirited, 
agreed in thinking that the Prince under whom they had successively 
held the highest place in the government was one of the most insincere of 
mankind. His confidence was reposed, they said, not in those known 
and responsible counsellors to whom he had delivered the seals of office, 
but in secret advisers who stole up the back stairs into his closet. In 
Parliament his ministeis, while defending themselves against the attacks 
of the opposition in front, were perpetually, at his instigation, assailed on 
the flank or in the rear by a vile band of mercenaries who called them- 
selves his friends. These men constantly, while in possession of lucrative 
places in his service, spoke and voted against bills which he had authorised 
the First Lord of the Treasury or the Secretary of State to bring in. But 
from the day on which Pitt v'as placed at the head of affairs there was an 
end of secret influence. His haughty and aspiring spirit was not to be 
satisfied with the mere show of power. Any attempt to undermine him 
at Court, any mutinous movement among his followers in the House of 
Commons, was certain to be at once put down. He had only to tender his 
resignation ; and he could dictate his own terms. For he, and he alone, 
stood between the King and the Coalition. He was therefore little less 
than Mayor of the Palace. The nation loudly applauded the King for 
having the wisdom to repose entire confidence in so excellent a minister. 
His Majesty'.s private virtues now began to produce their full effect. He 
was generaUy regarded as the model of a respectable country gentleman, 
honest, gooa-natured, sober, religious. He rose early : he dined tem- 
perately : he was strictly faithful to his wife : he never missed church ; 
and at church he never missed a response. His people heartily prayed 
that he might long reign over them ; and they prayed the more heartily 
l>ecause his virtues were set off to the best advantage by the vices and 
follies of the Prince of Wales, who lived in Close intimacy with the chiefs 
of the opposition. 

How strong this feeling was in the pubhc mind appeared signally on 
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one great occasion. In the autumn of fySS the King became insane, 
The opposition, ea^ for office, committed the great indiscretian of 
asserting that the heir apparent had, by the fundamental laws of Engiand, 
a right to be Regent with the full |x>wers of royalty. Pitt, on the other 
hand, maintained it to be the constitutional doctrine that, when a 
Sovereign is, by reason of infancy, disease, or absence, incapable of 
exercising the regal functions, it belongs to the Estates of the realm to 
determine who shall be the vicegerent and with what portion of the 
executive authority such vic^rent shall be entrusted, A long and 
violent contest followed, in which Pitt was supported by the great body 
of the peo})le with as mu<di enthusiasm as dunng the first months of his 
administr^on. Tories with one voice applaud^ him for defending the 
sick-bed of a virtuous and unliappy Sovereign against a disloyal faction 
and an undutiful son. Not a few Whigs applauded him for asserting the 
authority of Parliaments and the principles of the Revolution, in opposi- 
tion to a doctrine which seemed to have too much affinity with the servile 
theory of indefeasible hereditary right. The middle class, always zealous 
on the side of decency and the domestic virtues, looked foiward with dismay 
to a reign resembling that of Charles II. The palace, which had now been, 
during thirty years, the pattern of an English home, would be a public 
nuisance, a school of profligacy. To the good King’s repast of mutton and 
lemonade, despatched at three o’clock, would succeed midnight banquets, 
from which the guests would be carried home speeciiless. To the back- 
gammon board at which the good King played for a little silver with his 
equerries, would succeed faro tables from which young patricians who had 
sate down rich would rise up beggars. The drawing-room, from which 
the frownKif the Queen had repelled a whole genemtiou of frail beauties, 
would now be again what it been in the days of Barbara Palmer and 
IxHusa de Querouaille. Nay, severely as the public reprobated the 
Prince’s many illicit attadiments, his one virtuous attachment was repro- 
bated more severely still. Even in grave and pious circles his Protestant 
mistresses gave less scandal than his Popish wife. That he must be 
Regent nobody ventured to deny. But he and his friends were so 
unpopular that Pitt could, with general approbation, propose to limit the 
jxjwers of the Regent by restrictions to which it would have been im- 
possible to subject a Prince beloved and trusted by the country. Sonu‘ 
interested men, fully expecting a change of administration, went over to 
the opposition. But the majority, purihed by these desertions, dosed its 
ranks, and presented a more firm array than ever to the enemy. In every 
division Pitt was victorious. When at length, after a stormy interr^num 
of three months, it was announced, on the very eve of the inauguration 
of the Regent, that the King was himself again, the nation ^va.s wiKl 
with delight. On the evening of the day on which His Majesty 
resumed his functions, a spontaneous illumination, the most general 
that had ever been seen in England, brightened the whole vast spaco 
from Highgate to Tooting, and from Hammersmith to Greenwich. On tht‘ 
day on which he returned thanks in the cathedral of his capital, all tli' 
horses and carriages within a hundred miles of London were too few for 
the multitudes which flocked to see him pass through the streets, A 
second illumination followed, which was even superior to the first in mag- 
nificence. Pitt with difficulty escaped from the tumultuous kindness of 
an innumerablq^ multitude w^ich insisted on drawing his coach from Sain' 
Paul’s Churchyard to Downing Street. This was the moment at whit 
bis fame and fortune may be said to have reached the xeniUi. His intUo 
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encc in the closet was as great as that of Carr or Villiers had been. His 
dominion over the Parliament was more absolute than that of Walpole of 
Pelham had been. He was at the same time as high in the favour of the 
populace as ever ..Wilkes or Sacheverell had been. Nothing did more to 
raise his charactei^dhan his noble poverty. It was well known that, if he 
had been dismissed from office after more than five years of boundless 
power, he would hardly have carried out with him a sum' sufficient to 
furnish the set of chambers in which, as he cheerfully declared, he meant 
to resume the practice of the law. His admirers, however, were by no 
means disposed to suffer him to depend on daily toil for his daily bread. 
The voluntary contributions which were awaiting his acceptance in the 
city of London alone would have sufficed to make him a rich man. But 
it may be doubted whether his haughty spirit would have stooped to 
accept a provision so honourably earned and so honourably bestowed. 

To such a height of power and glory had this extraordinary man risen 
at twenty-nine years of age. And now the title was on the turn. Only 
ten days after the triumphal procession to Saint Paul’s, the States-General 
of France, after an interval of a hundred and seventy-four years, met at 
Versailles. 

The nature of the great Revolution which followed was long very im- 
perfectly understood in this country. Burke saw much further than any 
of his contemporaries ; but whatever his sagacity descried was refracted 
and discoloured by his passions and his imagination. More than three 
years elapsed before the principles of the English administration under- 
went any material change. Nothing could as yet l>e milder or more 
strictly constitutional than the minister’s domestic policy. Not a single 
act indicating an arbitrary temper or a jealousy of the ])eople could be 
imputed to him. He had never applied to Parliament for any extraordi- 
nary powers. He had never used with harahness the ordinary powers 
entrusted by the constitution to the executive government. Not a single 
state prosecution which would even now be called oppressive had been 
instituted by him. Indee<l, the only oppressive state proseaition insti- 
tuted during the fust eight years of his administration was that of Stock- 
dale, which is to be attributed not to the government, but to the chiefs 
of the opposition. In office Pitt had redeemed the pledges which he had, 
at his entrance into public life, given to the 6up]X)rters of parliamentary 
reform. He had, in 1785, brought forward a judicious plan for the im- 
provement of the representative system, and had prevailed on the Kin^, 
not only to refrain from talking against that plan, but to recommend it 
to the Houses in a speech from the throne.* This attempt failed ; 
but there can he little doubt that, if the French Revolution had not pro- 
<luced a violent reaction of public feeling, Pitt would have performed, with 
little difficulty and no danger, that great work which, at a later period, 
Ivord Grey could accomplish only by means which foi* a time loosened the 
very foundations of the commonwealth. When the atrocities of the slave 
trade were first brought under the consideration of Parliament, no aboli- 
tionist was more zealous than Pitt When sickness prevented \Vilber- 
force from appearing in public, his place was most efficiently supplied by 
bis friend the minister. A humane bill, which mitigated the horrors of 
the middle passage, was, in 1 788, cairied by the eloquence and deter- 

The speech with which the King oi^eued the session of 1785, concluded with an 
•^surance that His Majc5«ty would heartily concur in evory measure which could tend 
tu secure the true principles of the constitution. These words were at the time under* 
*tood to refer to Reform Bill. 



WILLIAM PITT. 


418 

mined spirit of Pitt, in spite of the opposition of some of his own col- 
leagues ; and it ought always to be remembered to his honour that, in 
order to carry that bill, he kept the Houses sitting, in spite of many mur- 
murs, long after the business of the government had been done, and the 
Appropriation Act passed. In 1791 he cordially concurred with Fox in 
maintaining the sound constitutional doctrine, that an impeachment is not 
terminated by a dissolution. In the course of the same year the two great 
rivals contended side by side in a far more important cause. They are 
fairly entitled to divide the high honour of having added to our statute- 
book the inestimable law which places the liberty of the press under the 
protection of juries. On one occasion, and one alonC, Pitt, during the 
first half of his long administration, acted in a manner unworthy of an 
enlightened Whig. In the debate on the Test Act, he stooped to gratify 
the master whom he served, the university which he represented, and the 
great body of clergymen and country gentlemen on whose support he 
rested, by talking, with little heartiness, indeed, and with no asperity, the 
language of a Tory. With this single exception, his conduct from the 
end of 1783 to the middle of 1792 was that of an honest friend of civil 
and religious liberty. 

Nor did anything, during that period, indicate that he loved war, or 
harboured any malevolent feeling against any neighbouring nation. Those 
French writers who have represented him as a Ifannibal sworn in child- 
hood by his father to bear eternal hatred to France, as having by myste- 
rious intrigues and lavish bribes, instigated the leading Jacobins to commit 
those excesses which dishonoured the Revolution, as having been the real 
author of the first coalition, know nothing of his character or of his his- 
tory. So far was he from being a deadly enemy to France, that his 
laudable attempts to bring about a closer connection with that country by 
means of a wise and liberal treaty of commerce brought on him the severe 
censure of the opposition. He was told in the House of Commons that 
he was a degenerate son, and that his partiality for the hereditary foes of 
our island was enough to make his great father’s bones stir under the 
pavement of the Abbey. 

And this man, whose name, if he had been so fortunate as to die in 
1792, would now have been associated with peace, with freedom, with 
philanthropy, with temj)erate reform, with mild and constitutional admini- 
stration, lived to associate his name with arbitrary government, with harsli 
laws harshly executed, with alien bills, with gagging bills, with suspensions 
of the Habeas Corpus Act, with cruel punishments inflicted on some jx)li 
tical agitators, with unjustifiable prosecutions instituted against others, and 
with the most costly and most sanguinary wars of modem times. Ib* 
lived to be held up to obloquy as the stern oppressor of England, and llu- 
indefatigable disturber of Europe. Poets, contrasting his earlier with ins 
later years, likened him sometimes to the apostle who kissed in order m 
betray, and sometimes to the evil angels who kept not their first estate. 
A satirist of great genius introduced the fiends of Famine, Slaughter, and 
Fire, proclaiming that they had received their commission from One 
whose name w^as formed of four letters, and promising^ to give their em 
ployer ample proofs of gratitude. Famine would gnaw the multitude till 
they should nse up against him in madness. The demon of slaiighicr 
would impel them to tear him from limb to limb. But Fire Ixiaste^l that 
she alone could reward him as he deserved, and that she would clinic 
round him to all eternity. By the French press and the French tribune 
every crime that disgraced and every calamity that afflicted France wa- 
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ascribed to the monster Pitt and bis guineas. While the Jacobins were 
dominant, it was he who had corrupted the Gironde, who had raised 
Lyons and Bordeaux against the Convention, who had suborned Paris to 
assassinate Lei^elletier, and Cecilia Regnault to assassinate Rol>espierre. 
When the Thermidorian reaction came, all the atrocities of the Reign of 
Terror were imputed to him. Collet D’l lerbois and Fouquier Tinville 
had been his pensioners. It was he who had hired the murderers of Sep- 
tember, who had dictated the pamphlets of Marat and the Carmagnoles 
of Barere, who had paid Lebon to deluge Arras with blood, and Carrier 
to choke the Loire with corpses. 

The truth is, that he liked neither war nor arbitrary government. He 
was a lover of peace and freedom, driven, by a stress against which it 
was hardly possible for any will or any intellect to struggle, out of the 
course to which his inclinations pointed, and for which his abilities and 
acquirements fitted him, and forced into a policy repugnant to his feel- 
ings and iinsuited to his talents. 

The charge of apostasy is grossly unjust. A man ought no more to be 
called an apostate because his opinions alter w'ilh the opinions of the 
great bo<ly of his contemporaries than he ought to be called an oriental 
traveller because he is always going round from west to east with the 
glol)e and everything that is upon it. Between the spring of 1789 and 
the close of 1 792, the public mind of England underwent a great change. 
If the change of Pitt’s sentiments attracted peculiar notice, it was not 
because he changed more than his neighbours ; for in fact he changed 
less than most of them ; but l)ecause his position was far more conspicuous 
than theirs, l)ecause he was, till Bonaparte appeared, the individual who 
filled the greatest space in the eyes of the inhabitants of the civilised 
world. During a short time the nation, and Pitt, as one of the nation, 
looked with interest and approbation on the French Revolution. But 
soon vast confiscations, the violent sweeping away of ancient institutions, 
the domination of clubs, the barbarities of mobs maddened by famine and 
hatred, produced a reaction here. The court, the nobility, the gentry, the 
clergy, the manufacturers, the merchants, in short, nineteen-twentieths of 
those who had good roofs over their heads and good coats on their backs, 
became eager and intolerant Antijacobins. This feeling was at least as 
strong among the minister’s adversaries as among his supporters. Fox 
in vain attempted to restrain his followers. All his genius, all his vast 
l)ersonal influence, could not prevent them from rising up against him in 
general mutiny. Burke set the example of revolt ;#nd Burke was in no 
long time joined by Portland, Spencer, Fitzwilliam, Loughborough, 
Carlisle, Malmesbury, Windham, Elliot. In the House of Commons, 
the followers of the great Whig statesman and orator diminished from 
about a hundred and sixty to fifty. In the House of Lords he had but 
ten or twelve adherents left. There can be no doubt that there would 
have been a similar mutiny on the ministerial benches if Pitt had obsti- 
nately resisted the general wish. Pressed at once by his master and by 
his colleagues, by old friends and by old opponents, he abandoned, 
slowly and rcluqtantly, the policy which was dear to his heart. He 
lalx)ured hard to avert the F^uropean war. When the European war 
broke out, he still flattered himself that it would not be necessary foi 
this country to take either side. In the spring of 1 792 he congratulated 
the Parliament on the prospect of long and profound peace, and proved 
his sincerity by proposing large remissions of taxation. Down to the end 
of that year he continued to cherish the hope that England might be 
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able to preserve neutrality. But the passions which raged on both sides 
of the Channel were not to be restrained. The republicans who ruletl 
France were inflamed by a fanaticism resembling that of the Mussulmans 
who, with the Koran in one haml and the sword in the other, went forth, 
conquering and converting, eastward to the Bay of Bengal, and westward 
to the Pillars of Hercules. The higher and middle classes of England 
were animated by zeal not less fiery than that of the Crusaders who raised 
the cry of Deus vult at Clermont. The impulse which drovt the two 
nations to a collision was not to be arrested by the abilities or by the 
authority of any single man. As Pitt was in front of his fellows, and 
towered high above them, he seemed to lead them. But in fact he was 
violently pushed on by them, and, had he held back but a little more 
than he did, would have been thrust out of their way or trampled under 
their feet. 

He yielded to the current : and from that day his misfortunes began. 
The truth is that there were only two consistent courses l)efore him. 
Since he did not choose to opj>ose himself, side by .side with Fox, to the 
public feeling, he should have taken the advice of Burke, and should have 
availed himself of that feeling to the full extent. If it was impossible to 
preserve peace, he should have adopted the only policy w'hicli could lead 
to victory. He should have proclaimed a Holy War for religion, morality, 
property, older, public law, and should have thus opposed to the Jacobins 
an energy etmal to their own. Unhappily he tried to find a middle path ; 
and he found one which united all that was worst in both extremes. He 
went to war : but he would not understand the peculiar character of that 
war. He was obstinately blind to the plain fact, that he was contending 
against a state which was also a sect, and that the new auarrel between 
England and France was of quite a different kind from the old cjuarrels 
about colonies In America and fortresses in the Netherlands. He had 
to combat frantic enthusiasm, boundless ambition, restless activity, the 
wildest and most audacious spirit of innovation j and he acted a.s if he had 
to deal with the harlots and fops of the old Court of Versailles, witli 
Madame de Pompadour and the Al)l)ede Bernis. It was pitiable to hear 
him, year after year, proving to an admiring audience that the wicket I 
Republic was exhausted, that she could not hold out, that her credit was 
gone, and her a.ssignats were not worth more than the pai:>er of which 
they were made ; as if credit was necessary to a government of which 
the principle was rapine, as if Alboin could not turn Italy into a desert 
till he had iiegotiat^ a loan at five per cent., as if the exchequer bills of 
Attila had been at par. It was impossible that a man who so completely 
mistook the nature of a contest could carry on that contest successfully. 
Great as Pitt’s abilities were, his military administration was that of a 
driveller. He was at the head of a nation engaged in a stru^le for life 
and death, of a nation eminently distinguished by all the physical and all 
the moral qualities which make excellent soldiers. The resources at his 
command were unlimited. The Parliament was even more ready to 
grant him men and money than he was to ask for them. In such an 
emergency, and with such means, such a statesman as Richelieu, as 
Louvois, as Chatham, as Wellesley, would have created in a few montlis 
one of the finest armies in the world, and would soon have d!scoverc< 1 
and brought forward generals worthy to command such an army. 
many might hate been saved Iw another Blenheim ; Flanders recoveretl 
by another Ramilies ; another Poitiers might have delivered the Royalist 
and Catholic provinces of France from a yoke which they abhorred, au * 



WILLIAM PITT. 


421 

might have spread terror even to the barriers of Paris. But the fact is, that, 
after eight years of war, after a vast destruction of life, after an expenditure 
of wealth far exceeding the expenditure of the American war, of the Seven 
Years’ War, of the war of the Austrian Succession, and of the war of the 
Spanish Succession, united, the English army, under Pitt, was the laughing- 
stock of all Europe. It could not boast of one single brilliant exploit. It 
had never shown itself on the Continent but to be beaten, chased, forced to 
re-embark, or forced to capitulate. To take some sugar island in the West 
Indies, to scatter some mob of half-naked Irish peasants, such were the 
most splendid victories won by the British troops under Pitt’s auspices. 

The English navy no mismanagement could ruin. But during a long 
period whatever mismanagement could do was done. The Earl of Chatham, 
without a single qualification for high public tnist, was made, by fraternal 
partiality. First Lord of the Admiralty, and was kept in that great 
post during two years of a war in which the very existence of the state 
depended on the efficiency of the fleet. He continued to doze away and 
trifle away the time which ought to have been devoted to the public 
service, till the whole mercantile body, though generally disposed to sup- 
port the government, complained bitterly that our flag gave no protection 
to our trade. Fortunately he was succeeded by George Earl Spencer, 
one of those chiefs of the Whig party who, in the great schism caused 
by the French Revolution, had followed Burke. Lord Spencer, though 
inferior to many of his colleagues as an orator, was decidedly the best 
administrator among them. To him it was owing that a long and 
gloomy succession of days of fasting, ami, most emphatically, of humilia- 
tion, was interrupted, twice in the short space of eleven months, by days 
of thanksgiving for great victories. 

It may seem paradoxical to say that the incapacity which Pitt showed 
in all that related to the conduct of the war is, in some sense, the most 
decisive proof that he was a man of very extraordinary abilities. Yet 
this is the simple tnith. For assuredly one-tenth part of his eiTors and 
disasters would have been fatal to the power and influenc'e of any 
minister who had not possessetl, in the highest degree, the talents of a 
fiarliamentary leader. While his schemes were confounded, while his 
predictions were falsified, while the coaliticms which he had laboured to 
form were falling to pieces, while the expeditions which he had sent 
forth at enonnous cost were ending in rout and disgrace, while the 
enemy against whom he was feebly contending was subjugating Flanders 
and Brabant, the Electorate of Mentz, and the Electorate of Treves, 
Holland, Piedmont, Liguria, Lombardy, his authority over the House of 
Commons was cxjnst.antly becoming more and more absolute. There 
was his empire. 'I'here were his victories, his Lodi and his Arco’a, 
his Rivoli ami his Marengo. If some great misfortune, a pitched battle 
lost by the allies, the annexation of a new department to the French 
Republic, a sanguinary insurrection in Ireland, a mutiny in the fleet, a 
l^anic in the city, a run on the bank, had spread dismay through the 
ranks of his majority, that dismay lasted only till he rose from the 
'1'rea.sury l)ench, drew up his haughty head, stretched his arm with com- 
utanding gesture, and poured forth, in deep and sonorous tones,^ the 
lofty language of inextinguishable hope ainl inflexible resolution. Thus, 
through a long and calamitous iierio<Li, every disaster that happened 
without the walls of Parliament was regularly follovved by a triumph 
within them. At length he had no longer an opposition to encounter. 
Of the great party which had contended against him during the first eight 
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years of his administration more than one half now marched under his 
standard, with his old competitor the Duke of Portland at their head ; 
and the rest had, after many vain struggles, quitted the field in despair. 
Fox had retired to the shades of St Anne’s Hill, and had there found, in 
the society of friends whom no vicissitude could estrange from him, of a 
woman whom he tenderly loved, and of the illustrious dead of Athens, 
of Rome, and of Florence, ample compensation for all the misfortunes of 
his public life. Session followed session with scarcely a single division. 
In the eventful year 1799, the largest minority that could be mustered 
against the government was twenty-five. 

In Pitt’s domestic policy there was at this time assuredly no want ol 
vigour. While he offered to French Jacobinism a resistance so feeble 
that it only encouraged the evil which he wished to suppress, he put 
down English Jacobinism with a strong hand. The Habeas Corpus 
Act was repeatedly suspended. Public meetings were placed under 
severe restraints. The government obtained from parliament power to 
send out of the country aliens who were suspected of evil designs ; and 
that power was not suffered to be idle. Writers who propounded doc- 
trines adverse to monarchy and aristocracy were proscribed ‘and punished 
without mercy. It was hardly safe for a republican to avow his 
political creed over his beefsteak and his bottle of port at a chop- 
house. The old laws of Scotland against sedition, laws which were con- 
sidered by Englishmen as barbarous, and which a succession of govern- 
ments had suffered to rust, were now furbished up and sharpened anew. 
Men of cultivated minds and polished manners were, for offences which 
at Westminster would have been treated as mere misdemeanours, sent 
to herd with felons at Botany Bay. Some reformers, whose opinions 
were extravagant, and whose language was intemperate, but who had 
never dreamed of subverting the government by physical force, were in- 
dicted for high treason, and were saved from the gallows only by the 
righteous verdicts of juries. This severity was at the time loudly applauded 
by alarmists whom fear had made cruel, but will be seen in a very different 
light by posterity. The truth is, that the Englishmen who wished for a 
revolution were, even in numl^r, not formidable, and in everything but 
number, a faction utterly contemptible, without arms, or funds, or plans, or 
organisation, or leader. There can be no doubt that Pitt, strong as he was 
in the support of the great liody of the nation, might easily have repressed 
the turbulence of the discontented minority by firmly yet temperately en- 
forcing the ordinary law. Whatever vigour he showed during this un 
fortunate part of his life was vigour out of place and season. He was all 
feebleness and langour in his conflict with the foreign enemy who was 
really to be dreaded, and reserved all his energy and resolution for ihc 
domestic enemy who might safely have l^en despised. 

One part only of Pitrs conduct during the last eight years of the 
eighteenth century deserves high praise. He was the first English 
minister whoformed great designs for the benefit of Ireland. Themanner in 
which the Roman Catholic population of that unfortunate country had 
been kept down during many generations seemed to him unjust and cruel ; 
and it was scarcely possible for a man of his abilities not to perceive that, 
in a contest against the Jacobins, the Roman Catholics were his natural 
allies. Had he been able to do all that he wished, it is probable that a 
wise and liberal* policy would liave averted the rebellion of 1798. But 
the difficulties which he encountered were great, perhaps insurmountable ; 
and the Roman Catholics were, rather by his misfortune than by his fault, 
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thrown into the hands of the Jacobins. There was a third great rising of 
the Irishry against the English ry, a rising not less formioable than the 
risings of 1641 and 1689. The Englishry remained victorious, and it 
was necessary for Pitt, as it had been necessary for Oliver Cromwell and 
William of Orange before him, to consider how the victory should be used. 
It is only just to his memory to say that he formed a scheme of policy, 
so grand and so simple, so righteous and so humane, that it would alone 
entitle him to a hign place among statesmen. He determined to make 
Ireland one kingdom with England, and, at the same time, to relieve the 
Roman Catholic laity from civil disabilities, and to grant a public main- 
tenance to the Roman Catholic clergy. Had he l:)een aole to carry 
these noble designs into effect, the Union would have been an Union 
indeed. It would have been inseparably associated in the minds of the 
great majority of Irishmen with civil and religious freedom ; and the old 
Parliament in College Green would have been regretted only by a small 
knot of discarded jobbers and oppressors, and would have been remem- 
bered by the Ixxly of the nation with the loathing and contempt due to 
the most tyrannical and the most corrupt assembly that had ever sate in 
Europe, but Pitt could execute only one half of what he had projected. 
He succeeded in obtaining the consent of the Parliaments of both king- 
doms to the Union; but that reconciliation of races and sects, without 
which the Union could exist only in name, was not accomplished. 
He was well aware that he was likely to find difficulties in the closet. But 
he flattered himself, that by cautious and dexterous management, those diffi- 
culties might be overcome. Unhappily, there were traitors and sycophants 
in high place who did not suffer him to take his own time, and his own way, 
but prematurely disclosed his scheme to the King, and disclosed it in the 
manner most likely to irritate and alarm a weak and diseased mind. His 
Majesty absurdly imagined that his Coronation oath bound him to refuse 
his assent to any bill for relieving Roman Catholics from civil disabili- 
ties. To argue with him was impossible. Dundas tried to explain the 
matter, but was told to keep his Scotch metaphysics to himself. Pitt, 
and Pitt’s ablest colleagues, resigned their offices. It was necessary that 
the King should make a new arrangement. But by this time his anger 
and distress had brought back the malady which had, many years before, 
incapacitated him for the discharge of his functions. He actually 
assembled his family, read the Coronation oath to them, and told them 
that, if he broke it, the Crown would immediately pass to the House of 
Savoy. It was not until after an interregnum of several weekb that he 
regained the full use of his small faculties, and that a ministry after his 
own heart was at length formed. 

The materials out of which he had to construct a government were 
neither solid nor splendid. To that party, weak in numbers, but strong 
in every kind of talent, which was hostile to the domestic and foreign 
policy of his late advisers, he could not have recourse. For that party, 
while it differed from his late advisers'on every point on which they had 
lieen honoureil with his approbation, cordially agreed w ith them as to the 
'tingle matter which had brought on them his displeasure. All that was 
left to him was to call up the rear ranks of *1116 old ministry to form the 
front rank of a new ministry. In an age pre-eminently fruitful of parlia- 
mentary talents, a cabinet was formed containing ha^ly a single man 
who, in parliamentary talents, could be considered as even of the second 
rate. Tne most important offices in the state were bestowed on decorous 
and laborious mediocrity. Henry Addington was at the head of the 
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Treasury. He had been an early, indeed a hereditary, friend of Pitt, and 
had by Pitt*s influence been placed, while still a young man, in the chair 
of the House of Commons. He was universally admitted to have been 
the best speaker that had sate in that chair since the retirement of 
Onslow, but nature had not bestowed on him very vigorous faculties ; 
and the highly respectable situation which he had long occupied with 
honour had rather unfitled than fitted him for the discharge of his new 
duties. His business had been to bear himself evenly between contending 
factions. He had taken no part in the war of words ; and he had 
always been addressed with marked deference by the great orators who 
thundered against each other from his right and from his left. It was not 
strange that, when, for the first time, he had to encounter keen and 
vigorous antagonists, who dealt hard blows without the smallest cere- 
mony, he should have been awkward and unready, or that the air of 
dignity and authority which he had acquired in his former post, and of 
which he had not divested himself, should have made his helplessness 
laughable and pitiable. Nevertheless, during many months, his power 
seemed to stand firm. He was a favourite with the King, whom he 
resembled in narrowness of mind, and to whom he was more obsequious 
than Pitt had ever been. The nation was put into high good humour by 
a peace with France. The enthusiasm with which the upper and middle 
classes had rushed into the war had spent itself. Jacobinism was no 
longer formidable. FIverywhere there was a strong reaction against 
what was called the atheistical and anarchical philo£0)>hy of the 
eighteenth century. Bonaparte, now First Consul, w^as busied in con- 
structing out of the ruins of old institutions a new ecclesiastical establisli- 
meut and a new order of knighthootl. That nothing less than the 
dominion of the whole civilised world would satisfy his selfish ambition 
was not yet susj^ected ; nor did even wise men see any reason to doul>t 
that he might be as safe a neighbour as any prince of the House 
of Bourbon had been. The treaty of Amiens was therefore haded by 
the great Ixxly of the English people with extravagant py. The popu- 
larity of the minister was for the moment immense. His want of parlia- 
mentary ability was, as yet, of little consequence : for he had scarcely 
any adversary to encounter. The old op^)osition, delighted by the peace, 
regarded him with favour. A new op]X)sition had indeed l^en formed 
l^y some of the late ministers, and was led by Grenville in the House ol 
Ixirds, and by Windham in the House of Commons. But the new op- 
positidi could scarcely muster ten votes, and was regarded with no 
favour by the country. On Pitt the ministers relied as on theia firmest 
su|)port. He had not, like some of his colleagues, retired in anger. He 
had expressed the greatest respect for the conscientious scruple which hn<l 
taken })ossessk>n of the royal mind ; and he had promised nis successors 
all the help in his power. In private his advice was at their service, lu 
Pariiament he took his seat on the bench behind them ; and, in more 
than one debate, defended them wdth powers far superior to their own. 
The King perfectly understood the value of such assistance. On one* 
occasion, at the palace, he took the old minister and tlie new minister 
aside. If we three,” he saiH, “ keep together, all will go well.” 

But it was hardly possible, human nature being what it is, and, more 
especially, l^tt and Addington being what they were, that this union 
shwld li durable. Pitt, conscious of superior powers, imagined that the 
place which he nad quitted was now occupied by a mere puppet which he 
had set up, which he was to govern while he suffered it to remam, 
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which he was to fling aside as soon as he wished to resume his old posi- 
tion. Nor was it long before he began to pine for the power which he 
had relinquished. He had been so early raised to supreme authority in 
the state, and had enjoyed that authority so long, that it had become 
necessary to him. In retirement his days passed heavily. He could not, 
like Fox, forget the pleasures and cares of ambition in the company of * 
Eqripides or Herodotus. Pride restrained him from intimating, even 
to/ his dearest friends, that he wished to be again minister. But he 
tl^ught it strange, almost un^atefiil, that his wish had not been divined, 
tnat it had not been anticipated, by one whom he regarded as his 
deputy. 

' Addington, on the other hand, was by no means inclined to descend 
from his high position. He was, indeed, under a delusion much resem- 
blingj that of Abon Hassan in the Arabian tale. His brain was turned 
by his short and unreal Caliphate. He took his elevation quite seriously, 
attributed it to his own merit, and considered himself as one of the great 
triumvirate of English statesmen, as worthy to make a third with Pitt 
and Fox. 

Such being the feelings of the late minister and of the present minister, 
a rupture was inevitable ; and there was no want of persons l)ent on 
making that rupture speedy and violent. Some of these persons wounded 
Addington’s pride by representing him as a lacquey, sent to keep a place 
on the Treasury bench till his master should find it convenient to come. 
Others took every opportunity of praising him at Pitt’s expense. Pitt 
had waged a long, a bloody, a costly, an unsuccessful war. Addington had 
made peace. Pitt had suspended the constitutional liberties of English- 
men. Under Addington those liberties were again enjoyed. Pitt had 
wasted the public resources. Addington was carefully nursing them. 1 1 was 
sometimes but too evident that these compliments were not unpleasing 
to Addington. Pitt became cold and reserved. During many months 
he remained at a distance from London. Meanwhile his most intimate 
friends, in spite of his declarations that he made no complaint, and 
that he had no wish for ofhee, exerted themselves to effect a change 
of ministry. His favourite disciple, Clcorge Canning, young, ardent, 
ambitious, with great powei*s and great virtues, but with a temper 
too restless and a wit too satirical for his own happiness, was 
indefatigable. He spoke ; he wrote ; he intrigued ; he tried to 
induce a large number of the .supporters of the government to 
sign a round robin desiring a change ; he made game of Addington 
arkl of Addington’s relations in a succession of lively jxisquinades. The 
minister’s partisans retorted with equal acrimony, if not with equal viva- 
city. Pitt could keep out of the affray only by keeping out of |X)litics 
altogether ; and this it soon Iwcaroe impossible for him to do. Had 
Napoleon, content with the first place among the Sovereigns of the 
Continent, and with a military reputation surpassing that of Marlborough 
or of Turenne, devoted himself to the noble task of making France 
happy by mild administration and wise legislation, our country might 
have long continued to tolerate a government of fair intentions and feeble 
abilities. Unhappily, the treaty of Amiens had scarcely lieen signed, 
when the restless ambition and the insupportable insolence of the First 
C'onsul convinced the great body of the English people that the peace, 
so eagerly welcomed, was only a precariou.s armistice. As it b^me 
clearer and clearer that a war for the dignity, the independence, the vciy 
^^xistence of the nation waa at hand, men looked with increasing uneasi- 
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ness on the weak and languid cabinet which would have to contend 
against an enemy who united more than the power of Louis the Great 
to more than the genius of Frederick the Great. It is true that Addington 
might easily have been a better war minister than Pitt, and could not 
possibly have been a worse. But Pitt had cast a spell on the public mind. 
The eloquence, the judgment, the calm and disdainful firmness, which 
he had, during many years, displayed in Parliament, deluded the world 
into the belief that he must be eminently qualified to superintend every 
department of politics, and they imagined, even after the miserable 
failures of Dunkirk, of Quiberon, and of the Helder, that he was the 
only statesman who could cope with Bonaparte. This feeling was nowhere 
stronger than among Addington^s own colleagues. The pressure put on 
him was so strong that he could not help yielding to it ; yet, even in 
yielding, he showed how far he was from knowing his own place. His 
first proposition was, that some insignificant nobleman should be First 
Lord of the Treasury and nominal head of the administration, and that 
the real power should be divided between Pitt and himself, who were to 
be secretaries of state. Pitt, as might have been expected, refused even 
to discuss such a scheme, and talked of it with bitter mirth. “Which 
secretaryship was offered to you?” his friend Win)erforce asked. 
** Really,” said Pitt, “I had not the curiosity to iiujuire.” Addington 
was frightened into bidding higher. He offered to resign the Treasury 
to Pitt, on condition that there should be no extensive change in the 
government. But Pitt would listen to no such terms. Then came a dispute 
such as often arises after negotiations orally conducted, even when the 
negotiators are men of strict honour. Pitt gave one account of what had 
passed ; Addington gave another ; and though the discrepancies were 
not such as necessarily implied any intentional violation of truth on either 
side, both were greatly exasperated. 

Meanwhile the quarrel with the First Consul had come to a crisis. 
On the 1 6th of May, 1803, the King sent a message calling on the House 
of Commons to support him in withstanding the ambitious and en- 
croaching policy of France ; and, on the 22d, the House took the 
message into consideration. 

Pitt had now been living many months in retirement. There had l)een 
a general election .since he had spoken in Parliament ; and there were two 
hundred members who had never heard him. It was known that on this 
occasion he would be in his place ; and curiosity was wound up to the 
highest point. Unfortunately the short-hand writers were, in conse- 
quence of some mistake, shut out on that day from the gallery, so that 
the newspapers contained only a very meagre report of the proceedings. 
But several accounts of what passed are extant ; and of those accounts ihc 
most interesting is contained in an unpublished letter, written by a very 
young member, John William Ward, afterwards Earl of Dudley. When 
Pitt rose, he was received with loud cheering. At every pause in his speech 
there was a burst of applause. The peroration is said to have been one 
of the most animated and magnificent ever heard in Parliament. “ Pitt’s 
speech,” P'ox wrote a few days later, “ was admired very much, and very 
justly. I think it was the best he ever made in that style,” The debate 
was adjourned ; and on the second night Fox replied in an oration which , 
as the most zealous Pittites were forced to acknowledge, left the palm of 
eloquence doubtful. Addington made a pitiable appearance between the 
two great rivals ; and it was observed that Pitt, while exhorting the 
Commons to stand resolutely by the executive government against 
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France, said not a word indicating esteem or friendship tor the Prime 
Minister. 

War was speedily declared. The first consul threatened to invade 
England at the head of the conquerors gf Belgium and Italy, and formed 
a great camp near the Straits of Dover. On the other side of those 
Straits the whole population of our island was ready to rise up as one 
man in defence of the soil. At this conjuncture, as at some other great 
conjunctures in our history, the conjuncture of 1660, for example, and 
the conjuncture of 1688, there was a general disposition among honest 
and patriotic men to forget old quarrels, and to regard as a friend every 
person who was ready, in the existing emergency, to do his part towards 
tire saving of the state. A coalition of all the first men in the country 
would, at that moment, have been as popular as the coalition of 1783 
had been unpopular. Alone in the kingdom the King looked with per- 
fect complacency on a cabinet in which no man superior to himself in 
genius w as to be found, and was so far from being willing to admit all 
his ablest subjects to office that he w'as bent on excluding them all. 

A few months passed before the different parties which agreed in re- 
garding the government with dislike* and contempt came to an under- 
standing with each other. But in the spring of 1804 it became evident 
that the weakest of ministries would have to defend itself against the 
strongest of oppositions, an op|K)sition made up of three opposition.s, 
each of which w'oiild, separately, have been formidable from ability, and 
which, when united, were also formidable from number. The party 
which had opposed the peace, headed by Grenville and Windham, and 
the party which had opposed the renewal of the war, headed by Fox, 
concurred in thinking that the men now in power w ere incapable of either 
making a good peace or waging a vigorous w^ar. Pitt had, in 1802, 
spoken for pefte against the party of Grenville, and had, in 1803, spoken 
for war against the party of P'ox. But of the capacity of the cabinet, and 
especially of its chief, for the conduct of great affairs, he thought as 
meanly as either Fox or Grenville. Questions were easily found on which 
all the enemies of the government could act cordially together. The un- 
fortunate First Lord of the Treasury, who had, during the earlier months 
of his administration, been supported by Pitt on one side, and by Fox on 
the other, now had to answer Pitt, and to be answered by Fox. Two 
sharp debates, follow'ed by close divisions, made him weary of his post. 
It was known, too, that the Upper House was even more hostile to him 
than the Lower, that the Scoten representative peers w^avered, that there 
w ere signs of mutiny among the bishops. In the cabinet itself there was 
discord, and, vvoi*se than discord, treachery. It was necessary to give 
w ay ; the ministry w'as dissolved ; and the task of forming a government 
was entmsted to Pitt. 

Pitt was of opinion that there was now an opportunity, such as had 
never before offered itself, and such as might never offer itself again, of 
miiting in the public service, on honourable terms, all the eminent talents 
'>f the kingdom. The passions to wdiich the French revolution had 
[liven birth w^ere extinct. I'he madness of the innovator and the 
"sadness of the alarmist had alike had their day. Jacobinism and 
nti-Jacobinisin had ^one out of fashion together. The most liberal 
statesman did not think that season propitious for schemes of parlia- 
mentary reform ; and the most conservative statesman could riot pretend 
that there was any occasion for gagging bills and suspensions of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, The greK struggle for independence and national 
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honour occupied all minds ; and those who were agreed as to the duty of 
maintaining that struggle with vigour might well postpone to a more 
convenient time all disputes about matters comparatively unimportant. 
Strongly impressed by these con^derations, Pitt wished' to form a minis- 
try including all the first men in the countiy. The Treasury he reserved 
for himself ; and to Fox he proposed to assign a share 01 power little 
inferior to his own. 

The plan was excellent ; but tlie King would not hear of it Dull, 
obstinate, unforgiving, and, at that time half mad, he positively refusetl 
to admit Fox into his service. Anybody else, even men who nad gone 
as far as Fox, or further than Fox, in what his Majesty consider^ as 
Jacobinism, Sheridan, Grey, Erskine, should be graciously received ; but 
Fox never. During several hours Pitt laboured in vain to reason down 
this senseless antipathy, 'fhat he was perfectly sincere there can be no 
doubt : but it was not enough to be sincere ; he should have been re- 
solute. Had he declared himself determined not to take office without 
Fox, the royal obstinacy would have given way, as it gave way, a few 
months later, when opposed to the immutable resolution of Lord Gren 
ville. In an evil hour Pitt yielded. • He flattered himself with the hope 
that, though he consented to forego the aid of his illustrious rival, there 
would still remain ample materials for the formation of an efficient 
ministry. That hope was cnielly disappointed. Fox entreated his 
friends to leave personal considerations out of the question, and declared 
that he would sup|K)rt, with the utmost coidiality, an efficient and 
patriotic ministry from which he should be himself excluded. Not only 
his friends, however, but Grenville, and Grenville’s adherents, answered, 
with one voice, that the question was not personal, that a great constitu- 
tional principle was at stake, and that they would not take office while a 
man eminently qualified to render .seivice to the comnftnwealth was 
placed under a ban merely because he was disliked at Court. All that 
was left to Pitt was to construct a government out of the wreck ol 
Addington’s feeble administration. The small circle of his personal 
retainers furnished him witli a very few useful assistants, particularly 
Diindas, who had been created Viscount Melville, Lord Harrowby, and 
Canning. 

Such was the inauspicious manner in which Pitt entered on his second 
administration. The whole history of that administration was of a ])iei i“ 
with the commencement. Almost every month brought some new disastt 1 
or disgrace. To the war with France was soon added a war with Spain 
The opponents of the minister were numerous, able, and active. Hi^ 
most useful coadjutors he soon lost. Sickness deprived him of the beli) 
of Lord Harrowby. It was discovered that Lord Melville had bem 
guilty of highly culpable laxity in transactions relating to public mont v 
He was censured by the House of Commons, driven from office, eject* i 
from the Privy Council, and impeached of high crimes and misdemeanours 
The blow fell heavy on Pitt. It ^ve him, he .said in Parliament, a do* p 
pang ; and, as he uttered the word pang, his lip quivered, bis voice shook, 
he paused, and his hearers thought that he was about to burst into teai - 
Sud\ tears shed by Eldon would have moved nothing but laughter. She! 
ly the warm-hearted and open-hearted P'ox, they would have movo! 
sympathy, but would have caused no surprise. But a tear from I ’in 
would have heen something portentous. He suppressed his emotion, 
however, and proceeded witn Kis usual majestic seil-possesston. 

Hk dif&ealtm compdded him to resort to various expedients. At oik 
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time Addington was persuaded to accept office with a peerage ; but 
he brought no additional strength to the government. Though he went 
through the form of reconciliation, it was impossible for him to forget 
the past. While lie remained in place he was jealous and punctilious ; 
and he soon retired again. At another time Pitt renewed his efforts to 
overcome his master’s aversion to Fox ; and it w as nimoured that the 
King’s obstinacy was gradually giving way. Put, meanwhile, it was im- 
possible for the minister to conceal from the public eye the decay of his 
health, and the constant anxiety which gnawed at his heart. His sleep was 
broken. His food ceased to nourish him. All who passed him in the 
Park, all who had interviews with him in Downing Street, saw misery 
written in his face. The peculiar look which he wore during the last 
months of his life was often pathetically described by Wilberforce, who 
used to call it the Austerlitz look. 

Still the vigour of Pitt’s intellectual faculties, and the intrepid haughti- 
ness of his spirit, remained iinalteretl. He had staked everything on a great 
venture. He had succeeded in forming another mighty coalition against 
the French ascendency. The united forces of Austria, Russia, and Eng- 
land might, he hoped, oppose an insurmountable barrier to the ambition 
of the common enemy. But the genius and energy of Napoleon pre- 
vailed. While the English troops were preparing to embark for Ger- 
many, while the Russian troops were slowly coming up from Poland, 
he, with rapidity unprecedented in modem war, moved a hundred 
thousand men from the sliores of the Ocean to the Black Forest, and 
compelled a great Austrian army to surrender at Ulm. 'lo the first 
faint rumours of this calamity Pitt would give no credit. He was 
irritated by the alarms of those around him. Do not believe a word 
of it,” he said : ‘Gt is all a fiction.” The next day he received a Dutch 
newspaper containing the capitulation. He knew no Dutch. It was 
Sunday ; and the public offices were shut. He carried the paper to 
i.ord Malmesbury, who had been minister in Holland; and Lord Mal- 
mesbury translate it. Pitt tried to bear up ; but the shock was too 
^^eat ; and he went away with death in his fgice. 

The news of the battle of Trafalgar arrived four days later, and seemed 
for a moment to revive him. Forty -eight hours after that most glorious 
ind most mournful of victories had been announced to the country came 
the Lord Mayor’s day ; and Pitt dinerl at Guildhall. His [X)pularity had 
declined. But on this occasion the multitude, gix^atly excited by the 
recent tidings, welcomed him enthusiastically, took off his horses in 
f'heapside, and drew his carriage up King Street. When his health was 
<lnmk, he relumed thanks in two or three of those stately sentences of 
which he had a boundless command. Several of those who heard him 
l:dd up his words in their hearts ; for they were the last words that he 
over uttered in public : “ Let us hope that England, having saved her-^ 
self by her enei^, may save Europe by her example.” 

This was but a momentary rally. Austerlitz soon completecl what Ulm 
I'ad begim. Early in Deceml)er Pitt had retired to Bath, in the hop 
i^liat he might there gather strength for the approaching session. While 
f'e was lan^ishing there on his sofa arriv^ the news that a decisive 

Utlc had Been fought and lost in Moravia, that the coalition was dis- 
solved, that the Continent was at the feet of France. He sank down 
under the blow. Ten daw later he was so emaciated that his most inli- 
mute friends hardly knew him. He came up from Bath by slow journey 
on the I ith of January 1806, reached his villa at ^tney. Parlia* 
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ment was to meet on the 21st. On the 20th was to be the parliamentary 
dinner at the house of the First Lord of the Treasury in Downing Street ; 
and the cards were already issued. But the days of the great minister 
were numbered. The only chance for his life, and that a very slight 
chance, was that he should resign his office, and pass some months in 
profound repose. His colleagues paid him very short visits, and care 
fully avoided political conversation. But his spirit, long accustomed to 
dominion, could not, even in that extremity, relinquish hopes which 
everybody but himself perceived to be vain. On the day on which he 
was carried into his bedroom at Putney, the Marquess Wellesley, whom 
he had long loved, whom he had sent to govern India, and whose ad- 
ministration had been eminently able, energetic, and successful, arrived 
in London after an absence of eight years. The friends saw each other 
once more. There was an affectionate meeting, and a last parting. That 
it was a last parting Pitt did not seem to be aware. He fancied himself 
to be recovering, talked on various subjects cheerfully, and with an un- 
clouded mind, and pronounced a warm and discerning eulogium on the 
Marquess’s brother Arthur. “ I never,” he said, “ met with any military 
man with whom it was so satisfactory to converse. ” The excitement aiifl 
exertion of this interview were too much for the sick man. He fainted 
away ; and Lord Wellesley left the house, convinced that the close was 
fast approaching. 

And now members of Parliament were fast coming up to London. The 
chiefs of the opposition met for the purpose of considering the course to 
be taken on the first day of the session. It was easy to guess what would 
be the language of the King’s speech, and of the address which would be 
moved in answer to that speech. An amendment condemning the 
policy of the government had been prepared, and was to have been pro- 
posed in the House of Commons by Lord Henry Petty, a young noble- 
man who had already won for himself that place in the esteem of his 
country which, after the lapse of more than half a century, he still retains. 
He was unwilling, however, to come forward as the accuser of one who 
was incapable of defending Jiimself. Ix)rd Grenville, who had been in- 
formed of Pitt’s state by Lord Wellesley, and had been deeply affected 
by it, earnestly recommended forbearance ; and Fox, with characteristic 
generosity and good nature, gave his voice against attacking his now 
helpless rival. “Sunt lacrymee rerum,” he said, “ et mentem mortalia 
tangunt.” On the first day, therefore, there was no debate. It w 
rumoured that evening that Pitt was better. But on the following morn- 
ing his physicians pronounced that there were no hopes. The commanding 
faculties of which he had been too jjroud were b^inning to fail. Hi^ 
old tutor and friend, the Bishop of Lincoln, informed him of his danger, 
and gave such religious advice and consolation as a confused and obscured 
mind could receive. Stories were told of devout .sentiments fervent iy 
uttered by the dying man. But these stories found no credit with any- 
body who Knew him. Wilberforce pronounced it impossible that they 
could be true. “ Pitt,” he added, “ was a man who always said less than 
he thought on such topics.” It was asserted in many after-dinner speeches, 
Grub Street elegies, and academic prize poems and prize declamations, 
that the great minister died exclaiming, “Oh my country 1 ” This is w 
fable y but it is true that the last words which he uttered, while he knew 
what he said,* were broken exclamations about the alarming state of publn^ 
affairs. He ceased to breathe on the morning of the 23rd of January, 
1806, the twenty-fifth anniversary of the day on which he first took his 
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seat in Parliament. He was in his forty-seventh year, and had been, 
during near nineteen years, First Lord of the Treasury, and undisputed 
chief of the administration. Since parliamentary government was estab- 
lished in England, no English statesman has held supreme power so long. 
Walpole, it is true, was First Lord of the Treasury during more than 
twenty years : but it was not till Walpole had been .some time First Lord 
of the Treasury that he could be properly called Prime Minister. 

It was moved in the House of Commons that Pitt should be honoured 
with a public funeral and a monument. The motion was opposed by 
Fox in a speech which deserves to be studied as a model of good taste 
and good feeling. The task was the most invidious that ever an orator 
undertook : but it was perfornied with a humanity and delicacy which 
were warmly acknowledged by the mourning friends of him who was 
gone. The motion was carried by 288 votes to 89. 

The 22d of P'ebruary was fixed for the funeral. The corpse having 
lain in .state during two flays in the Painted Chamber, was borne with 
great pomp to the northern transept of the Abbey. A splendid train of 
princes, nobles, bishops, and privy councillors followed. The grave of 
Pitt had been made near to the spot where his great father lay, near also 
to the spot where his great rival was soon to lie. The sadness of the 
assistants was beyond that of ordinary mourners. P'or he whom they 
were committing to the dust had died of sorrows and anxieties of which 
none of the survivors could be altogether without a share. Wilberforce, 
who carried the banner before the hearse, described the awful ceremony 
with deep feeling. As the coffin descended into the earth, he said, the 
eagle face of Chatham from above seemed to look down with consterna- 
tion into the dark house which was receiving all that remained of so much 
j^ower and glory. 

All parties in the House of Commons readily concurred in voting forty 
thousand pounds to satisfy the demands of Pitt’s creditors. Some of his 
admirers seemed to consider the magnitude of his embarrassments as a 
circumstance highly honourable to him ; but men of sense will probably 
be of a different opinion. It is far better, no doubt, that a great minister 
should carry his contempt of money to excess than that he should con- 
taminatqi^ his hands with unlawful gain. But it is neither right nor 
becoming in a man to whom the public has given an income more than 
sufficient for his comfort and dignity to bequeath to that public a great 
debt, the effect of mere negligence and profusion. As first Lord of the 
Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, Pitt never had less than six 
thousand a year, l:)esides an excellent hou.se. In 1792 he was forced by 
his royal master’s friendly importunity to accept for life the office of 
Warden of the Cinque Ports, with near four thousand a year more. He 
had neither wife nor child ; he had no needy relations : he had no 
expensive tastes : he had no long election bills. Had he given but a 
quarter of an hour a week to the regulation of his household, he would 
have kept his expenditure within bounds. Or, if he could not spare 
even a quarter of an hour a week for that purpose, he had numerous 
friends, excellent men of business, who would have been proud to act as 
his stewards. One of those friends, the chief of a great commercial 
house in the city, made an attempt to put the establishment in Downing 
Street to rights ; but in vain. Pie found that the waste of the servants’ 
hall was almost fabulous. The quantity of butcher’s meat charged in the 
hills was nine hundredweight a week. The consumption of poultry, of 
fish, and of tea was in proportion. The character of Pitt would have 
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stood higher it with the disinterestedness of Pericles and of De Witt, he 
had united their dignified frugality. 

The memory of Pitt has b^n assailed, times innumerable, often justly, 
often unjustly ; but it has suffered much less from his assailants than from 
his eulogists. For, during many years, his name was the rallying cry of 
a class of men with whom, at one of those terrible conjunctures which 
confound all ordinary distinctions, he was accidentally and temporarily 
connected, but to whom, on almost all great questions of principle, he 
was diametrically opposed. The haters of parliamentary reform called 
themselves Pittites, not chrwsing to remember that Pitt made three 
motions for parliamentary reform, and that, though he thought that 
such a reform could not safely be made while the passions excited by the 
French revolution were raging, he never uttered a word indicating that 
he should not be prepar^ at a more convenient season to bring the 
question forward a fourth time. The toast of Protestant ascendency was 
arunk on Pitt’s birthday by a set of Pittites who could not but be aware 
that Pitt had resigned his office because he could not carry Catholic 
emancipation. The defenders of the Test Act called themselves Pittites, 
though they could not be ignorant that Pitt had laid before George the 
Third unanswerable reasons for abolishing the Test Act. The enemies of 
free trade called themselves Pittites, though Pitt was far more deeply 
imbued with the doctrines of Adam Smith than either Fox or Grey. 
The very negro-drivers invoked the name of Pitt, whose eloquence was 
never more conspicuously displayed than when he spoke of the wrongs 
of the negro. This mythical Pitt, who resembles the genuine Pitt as little 
as Charlemagne of Ariosto resembles the Charlemagne of Eginhard, has 
had his day. History will vindicate the real man from calumny disguised 
under the semblance of adulation, and will exhibit him as what he was, 
a minister of great talents, honest intentions, and liberal opinions, pre- 
eminently quahfied, intellectually and morally, for the part of a parlia- 
mentary leader, and capable of administering with prudence and moder- 
ation the government of a prosj^erous and tranquil country, but unequal 
to surprising and terriye emergencies, and liable, in such emergencies, to 
err grievously, both on the side of weakness and on the side of violence. 
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EPITAPH ON HENRY MARTYN. 

(1812.) 

Here Martyn lies. In Manhood’s early bloom 
The Christian Hero finds a I’agan tomb. 

Religion, sorrowing o’er her favourite son, 

Points to the glorious trophies that he won. 
bAernal trophies ! not with carnage red, 

Not stained with tears by hapless captives shed, 

Hut trophies of the Cross ! for that dear name, 
riinjugn every form of danger, death, and shame, 
Onward he journeyed to a happier shore, 

Where danger, death, and shame assault no more. 


LINES TO TFIE MEMORY OF PITT. 
(• 8 > 3 ) 

Ott ]5ritain ! dear Isle, when the annals of story 
Shall tell of the deeds that thy children have done. 

When the strains of each poet shall sing of their glory. 

And the triumphs their skill and their valour have won. 

When the olive and palm in thy chaplet are blended, 

When thy arts, and thy fame, and thy commerce increase. 
When thy arms through the uttermost coasts are extended, 
And thy war is triumphant, and happy thy peace ; 

When the ocean, whose waves like a rampart flow round thee, 
Conveying thy mandates to every shore, 

And the empire of nature no longer can bound thee, 

And the world be the scene of thy conquests no more : 
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Remember the man who in sorrow and danger. 

When thy glory was set, and thy spirit was low, 

When thy hopes were overturned by the arms of the stranger, 
And thy banners displayed in the halls of the foe, 

Stood forth in the tempest of doubt and disaster, 

Unaided, and single, the danger to brave. 

Asserted thy claims, and the rights of his master. 

Preserved thee to conquer, ami saved thee to save. 


A RADICAL WAR SONG. 

(1820.) 

Awake, arise, the hour is come, 

P'or rows and revolutions \ 

There ’s no receipt like pike and drum 
For crazy constitutions. 

Close, close the shop I Break, break the looro^ 
Desert your hearths and furrows, 

And throng in arms to seal the doom 
Of Englaml’s rotten boroughs. 

We ’ll stretch that tort’ring Castlercagh 
On his own Dublin rack, sir ; 

We ’ll drown the King in Eau de vie, 

'I'he Laureate in his sack, sir, 

Old Eldon and his sordid hag 
In molten gold we ’II smother. 

And stifle in his own green bag 
I'he Doctor and his brother. 

In chains we ^11 hang in fair Guildhall 
The City’s famed Recorder, 

And next on proud St Stephen’s fall. 

Though Wynne should squeak to order. 

In vain our tyrants then shall try 
To ’scape our martial law, sir ; 

In vain the trembling .Speaker cry 

That “ Strangers must withdraw,” sir. 

Copley to hang offends no text ; 

A rat is not a man, sir : 

With schedules, and with tax bills next 
We ’ll bury pious Van, sir. 

The slaves who loved the Income Tax, 

» We *11 crush by scores, like mites, sir, 

And him, the wretch who freed the blacks. 
And more enslaved the whites, sir. 
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The peer shall dangle from his gale, 

The Wshop from his steeple, 

Till all recanting, own, the State 
Means nothing but the People. 

We’ll fix the church’s revenues 
On Apostolic basis, 

One coat, one scrip, one pair of .shoes 
Sliall pay their strange grimaces. 

We’ll strap the bar’s deluding train 
In their own darling halter, 

And with his big church bible brain 
The parson at the altar. 

Hail glorious hour, when fair Refoirn 
Shall bless our longing nation, 

And Hunt receive commands to form 
A new administration. 

Carlisle shall sit enthroned, where sat 
Our Cianmer and our Seeker ; 

And Watson show his snow-white hat 
In England’s rich Exchequer. 

The breast of Thistlewood shall wear 
Our Wellesley’s star and sasli, man ; 
And many a mausoleum fair 
Shall rise to honest Cashman. 

Then, then beneath the nine-tailed cat 
Shall they who used it writhe, sir ; 

And curates lean, and rectors fat, 

Shall dig the ground they tithe, sir. 
Down with your Hayleys, and your Bests, 
Your Giffords, and your Gurneys : 

Wc ’ll clear the island of the pests, 

Which mortals name attonieys. 

Down with your sheriffs, and your mayors 
Your registrars, an<l proctors. 

We ’ll live without the lawyer’s cares, 

And (lie without the doctor’s. 

No discontented fair shall pout 
To see her spouse so stupid ; 

We ’ll tread the torch of Hymen out, 

And live content with Cupid. 

Then, when Uie high-lx)rn and the great 
Are humbled to our level, 

On all the wealth of Church and State, 
Like aldermen, we ’ll revel. 

We ’ll live when hushed the battle’s din, 

1 n smoking and in cards, sir, 

In drinking unexcised gin, 

And wooing fair Poissardes, sir. 
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THE BATTLE OF MONCONTOUR. 

(1824.) 

Oh, weep for Moncontour ! Oh ! weep for the hour, 
When the children of darkne.ss and evil had power, 

When the horsemen of Valois triumpliantly trod 
On the bosoms that bled for their rights and their God. 

Oh, weep for Moncontour ! Oh ! weep for the slain. 
Who for faith and for freedom lay slaughtered in vain ; 
Oh, weep for the living, who linger to bear 
The renegade’s shame, or the exile’s despair. 

One look, one last look, to our cots and our towers, 

To the rows of our vines, and the beds of our flowers, 

To the church where the bones of our fathers decayed, 
Where we fondly had deemeil that our own would be laid. 

Alas ! we must leave thee, dear desolate home. 

To the spearmen of Uri, the shavelings of Rome, 

To the serpent of Florence, the vulture of Spain, 

To the pride of Anjou, and the guile of Lorraine. 

Farewell to thy fountains, farewell to thy shades, 

To the song of thy youths, and the dance of thy maids, 
To the breath of thy gardens, the hum of thy bees. 

And the long waving line of the blue Pyrenees. 

Farewell, and for ever. The priest and the slave 
May rule in the halls of the free and the brave. 

Our hearths we abandon ; our lands we resign ; 

But, Father, we kneel to no altar but thine. 


THE BATTLE OF NASEBY, 

By ObADIAH BlND-TnEIR*KINGS*IN-CHAINS>ANr>THEIR NOBLRS-WITJf- 
LINKS-OF'IRON, SeRJEANT IN IrETON’S ReGIMENI'. (1824.) 

Oit ! wherefore come ye forth, in triumph from the North, 

With your hands, and your feet, and your raiment all red? 

And wherefore doth your rout send forth a joyous sliout ? 

And whence be the grapes of the wine-press which ye tread ? 

Oh evil was the root, and bitter .was the fruit. 

And crimson was the juice of the vintage that we trod ; 

For we trampled on the throng of the haughty and the strong. 

Who sate in the high places, and slew the saints of God. 

In was about the noon of a glorious day of June, 

That w*e saw their banners dance, and their cuirasses shine, 

And the Man of Blood was there, with his long essenced hair. 

And Astlcy, and Sir Marmaduke, and Rupert of the Rhine. 
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Like a servant of the Lord, with his Bible and his sword, 

The General rode along us to form us to the fight, 

When a murmuring sound broke out, and swell’d into a shout, 

Among the godless horsemen upon the tyrant’s right. 

And hark ! like the roar of the billows on the shore, 

The cry of battle rises along tlieir charging line ! 

For God ! for the Cause ! for the Church ! for tlie Laws ! 

For Charles King of England and Rupert of the Rhine I 

The furious German comes, with his clarions and his drums, 

His bravoes of Alsatia, and pages of Whitehall ; 

They are bursting on our flanks. Grasp your pikes, close your ranks ; 
For Rupert never comes but to conquer or to fall. 

They are here ! They rush on ! We arc broken ! We are gone ! 

Our left is l)orne before them like stubbie on the blast. 

O Lord, put forth thy might ! O Lord, defend the right ! 

Stand back to back, in God’s name, and fight it to the last. 

Stout Skippo!j hath a wound ; the centre hath given ground : 

Hark ! hark ! — What means the trampling of horsemen on our rear? 
Whose banner do I see, boys ? ’Tis he, thank God, ’tis he, boys, 

Bear up another minute : brave Oliver is here. 

Their heads all stooping low, their points all in a row, 

Like a whirlwind on the trees, like a deluge on the dykes. 

Our cuirassiers have burst on the ranks of the Accurst, 

.\nd at a shock have scattered the forest of his pikes. 

Fast, fast, the gallants ride, in some safe nook to hide 
'rheir coward heads, predestined to rot on Temple Bar ; 

Anti he — he turns, he flies shame on those cruel eyes 
d'hat bore to look on torture, and dare not look on war. 

Ho ! comrades, scour the plain ; and, ere ye strip the slain, 

First give another stab to make your search secure, 

Then shake from sleeves and pockets their broad-pieces and lockets. 
The tokens t)f the wanton, the plunder of the poor. 

Fools ! your doublets shone with gold, and your hearts were gay aiul 
bold. 

When you kissed your lily hands to your lemans to-day ; 

And to-morrow shall the fox, from her chambers in the rocks, 

Lead forth her tawny cubs to howl above the prey. 

Where be your tongues that late mocked at heaven and hell and fate. 
And the fingers that once were so busy with your blades, 

Your perfum’d satin clothes, your catches and your oaths. 

Your stage plays and your sonnets, your diamonds and your spades ? 

Down, down, for ever down with the mitre and the crown. 

With the Belial of the Court and the Mammon of the Pope ; 

There is woe in Oxford halls : there is wail in Durham's Stalls : 

The Jesuit smites his bosom : the Bisliop rends his cope. 
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And She of the seven hills shall mourn her children’s ills, 

And tremble when she thinks on the edge of England’s sword ; 
And the Kings of earth in fear shall shudder when they hear 

What the hand of Gotl hath wrought for the Houses and the Word. 


SERMON IN A CHURCHYARD. 

(1825.) 

Let pious Damon take his seat, 

With mincing step and languid smile, 

And scatter from his ’kerchief sweet, 

Saboean odours o’er the aisle ; 

And spread his little jewelled hand, 

And smile round all the parish beauties. 

And pat his curls, and smooth his band. 

Meet prelude to his saintly duties. 

Let the thronged audience press and stare, 

Let stifled maidens ply tlie fan, 

Admire his doctrines, and his hair, 

And whisper, ** What a good young man ! ” 
While he explains what seems most clear. 

So clearly that it seems perplexed, 

I ’ll stay and read my sermon here ; 

And skulls, and bones, shall be the text. 

Art thou the jilted dupe of fame ? 

Dost thou with jealous anger pine 
Whene’er she sounds some other name, 

With fonder emphasis than thine? 

'I'o thee I preach ; draw near ; attend ! 

Look on these bones, thou fool, and see 
W here all her scorns and favours end, 

What Byron is, and thou must l)e. 

Dost thou revere, or praise, or trust 

Some clod like those that here we spurn ; 
Some thing that sprang like thee from dust, 
And shall like thee to dust return ? 

Dost thou rate statesmen, heroes, wits. 

At one sear leaf, or wamlering feather ? 
Behold the black, damp, narrow pits. 

Where they and thou must lie together. 

Dost thou beneath the smile or frown 
Of some vain woman beiKl thy knee? 

Here take thy stand, and trample down 
Things that were once as fair as she. 

Here rave of her ten thousand graces, 

Bosom, and lip, and eye, and chin. 

While, as in scorn, the fleshless faces 
Of Hamiltons and Waldegraves griiL 
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Whate’er thy losses or thy gains, 

Whate’er thy projects or thy fears, 

Whate’er the joys, whate’er the pains, 

That prompt thy baby smiles and tears ; 
Come to my school, and thou shall learn. 

In one short hour of placid thought, 

A stoicism, more deep, more stern, 

Than ever Zeno’s porch hath taught. 

The plots and feats of those that press 
To seize on titles, wealth, or power, 

Shall seem to thee a game of chess, 

Devised to pass a tedious hour. 

\Vliat matters it to him who fights 
For shows of unsubstantial good, 

Wliether his Kings, and Queens, and Knights, 
lie things of flesh, or things of wood ? 

We check, and take ; exult, and fret ; 

Our plans extend, our pas.sions rise. 

Till in our ardour we forget 

How worthless is the victor’s prize. 

Soon fades the spell, soon comes the night : 

Say will it not l)e then the same, 

Whether we played the black or white, 
Whether we lost or won the game? 

Dost thou among these hillocks stray, 

(Ter .some dear idol’s tomb to moan ^ 

Ivnow that thy foot is on the clay 
Of hearts once wretched as thy own. 

How many a father’s anxious schemes, 

How many rapturous thoughts of lovoi>, 
How many a mother’s cheri.died dream.s 
d'he swelling turf before thee covers ! 

Here for the living, and the dead, 

'Hie weepers and the friends they weep, 
Hath been ordained the same cold betl. 

The same dark night, the same long sleep ; 
Why shouldest thou writhe, and sob, and rave 
O’er those with whom thou soon must be ? 
Death his own sling .shall cure — the grave 
Shall vanquish its own victory. 

Here leani that all the griefs and joys. 

Which now torment, which now beguile, 
Arc children’s hurts, and children’s toys, 
Scarce worthy of one bitter smile. 

Here learn that pulpit, throne, and press, 
Sword, sceptre, lyre, alike arc frail, 

That science is a blind man’s guess, 

And History a nurse’s tale. 
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Here learn that glory and disgrace, 
Wisdom and mlly, pass away, 

That mirth hath its appointed space, 
'That sorrow is but for a day ; 

I'hat all we love, and all we hate, 
That all we hope, and all we fear, 
Each mood of mind, each turn of fate, 
Must end in dust and silence here. 


TRANSLATION FROM A. V. ARNAULT 

Fables : Livre v. Liable 1 6 . 

(1826.) 

Thou poor leaf, so sear and frail, 

Sport of every wanton gale. 

Whence, and whither, dost thou fly, 
Tliroiigh this bleak autumnal sky? 

On n noble oak 1 grew, 

Green, and broad, and fair to view ; 

But the Monarch of the shade 
By the tempest low was laid. 

From that time, I wander o’er 
Wood, and valley, hill, and moor. 
Wheresoe’er the wind is blowing, 

Nothing caring, nothing knowing ; 

Thither go I, whither goes, 

Glory’s laurel, Beauty’s rose. 


De tn tige dctachce, 

Pauvre feuillc rlesscchee 
Ou vas-tu ? — Je n’en sais ricn. 
1/orage a fiappe le chene 
Qui seul ctait mon soiuien. 

De son inconstante halcine, 

Le zephyr ou i’atpnlon 
Depuis ce jour me promene 
De la foret h. la plaine, 

De la montagne au vallon. 

Je vais ou le vent me m^me, 
Sans me plaindre ou m’efifraycr, 
Je vais oil va toute chose. 

Oil va la feuille de rose 
Et la feuille de laurier. 
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DIES IRJE. 

(1826.) 

On that great, that awful day, 

This vain world shall pass awny. 
Thus the sibyl sang of old, 

Thus hath holy David told. 

There shall be a deadly fear 
When the Avenger shall appear, 

And unveiled l)e('ore his eye 
All the works of man shall lie. 

Hark ! to the great trumpet’s tones 
Pealing o’er the place of bones : 

Hark ! it waketh from their bed 
All the nations of the dead, — 

In a countless throng to meet. 

At the eternal judgment seat. 

Nature sickens with dismay, 

Death may m)t retain its prey ; 

And before the Maker stand 
All the crealure.s of his hand. 

'I'he great book shall be unfurled. 
Whereby (iod shall judge the world : 
What was distant shall be near. 

What was hidden shall be clear. 

To what shelter shall I fly ? 

'bo what guaniian shall I cry ? 

Oh, in that destroying hour, 

Source of goodness. Source of power. 
Show thou, of thine r)wn free grace, 
Help unto a hel[)less mce. 
riiough 1 plead not at thy throne 
Aught that I for thee have done. 

Do not thou unmindful be. 

Of what thou hast borne for me : 

Of tlic wandering, of the scorn, 

Of the scourge, and of the ihot u, 
yesusy liastMr?// Ixwne the pain, 

And Iialh all been borne in vain ? 
Shall thy vengeance smite the he ad 
For whose ransom thou hast blcti ? 
'I'hou, whose dying blessing gave 
Cilory to a guilty slave : 

'bhou, who from the crew unclean 
Didst release the Magdalene : 

Shall not mercy vast ajid free, 
Evermore be found in thee ? 

Father, turn on me thine eyes, 

See my blushes, hear my cries ; 

Faint though l)e the cries I make, 
Save me for thy mercy’s sake. 

From the worni, and from the fire, 
From the torments of thine ire. 
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Fold me with the sheep that stand 
Pure and safe at thy right hand. 

Hear thy guilty child implore thee, 
Rolling in the dust before thee. 

( >h the horrors of that day ! 

When this frame of sinful clay, 
St«irting from its burial place. 

Must behold thee face to face. 

Hear and pity, hear and aid, 

Spare the creatures thou hast made. 
Mercy, mercy, save, forgive, 

Oh, who shall look on thee and live ? 


THE MARRIAGE OF TIRZAH AND AHIRAD. 

(1827.) 

Genesis vi. 3. 

It is the dead of night : 

Yet more than noomlay light 
beams far and wide from many a gorgeous hall. 
Unnumbered harps are tinkling. 

Unnumbered lamps are twinkling, 

In the great city of the fourfold wall, 
by the brazen castle’s moat, 
d'hc sentry hums a livelier note. 

'rhe ship- boy chaunts a shriller lay 
From the galleys in the bay. 

Shout, and laugh, and hurrying feet 
.Sound from mart and square and street. 

From the breezy laurel shades, 

From the granite colonnades. 

From the golden .statue’s base, 

From the stately market-place, 

Where, upreared by captive hands, 

'J'he great Tower of Triurnpli stands, 

All its pillars in a blaze 
With the many-coloured ray.s, 

Which lantliorns of ten thousand dyes 
Shed on ten thousand panoplies, 
but closest is the throng, 

And loudest Is the song, 

In that sweet garden by the river side, 

The abyss of myrtle bowers, 

The wilderness of flowers, 

Whefe Cain hath built the palace of his pride. 

Such palace ne’er .shall be again 
Among the dwindling race of men. 
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From all its threescore gates the light 
Of gold and steel afar was thrown ; 

Two hundred cubits rose in height 
The outer wall of polished stone. 

On the top was ample space 
For a gallant chariot race, 

Near either parapet a bed 
Of the richest mould was spread, 

Where amidst flowers of every scent and hue 
Rich orange trees, and palms, and giant cedars grew. 

In the mansion's public court 
All is revel, song, and sport ; 

For there, till morn shall tint the east, 

Menials and guards prolong the feast. 

The boards with painted vessels shine ; 

The marble cisterns foam with wine. 

A hundred dancing girls are theie 
With zoneless waists and streaming hair ; 

And countless eyes with ardour gaze, 

And countless hands the measure l)eat. 

As mix and part in amorous maze 
'fhos'e floating arms and bounding feet. 

But none of all the race of Cain, 

Save those whom he hath deigned to grace 
With yellow robe and sapphire chain, 

May pass l)eyond that outer space. 

For now within the painted hall 
The Firstborn keeps high festival. 

Before the glittering valves all niglu 
'I'heir post the chosen captains hold. 

Above the portal’s stately height 
'Die legend flames in lamps of gold : 

“In life united and in death 

“May Tirzah and Ahirad be, 

“ The bravest he of all the sons of Seth, 

“ Of all the house of Cain the loveliest she.” 

Through all the climates of the earth 
This night is given to festal mirth. 

Idle long continued war is ended, 
d he long divided lines are blended. 

Ahi rad’s bow shall now no more 
Make fat the wolves with kindred gore. 

The vultures shall ex|)ect in vain 
Their banquet from the ^word of Cain. 

Without a guard the herds and flocks 
Along the frontier moors and rocks 
From eve to mom may roam ; 

Nor shriek, nor shout, nor reddened sky, 

Shall warn the startled hind to lly 
From his lieloved home. 

Nor to the pier shall burghers crowd 

With straining necks and faces pale, • 
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And think that in each flitting cloud 
They see a hostile sail. 

The peasant without fear shall guide 
Down smooth canal or river wide 
His painted bark of cane, 

Fraught, for some proud bazaar’s arcades, 

With chestnuts from his native shades. 

And wine, and milk, and grain. 

Search round the peopled globe to-night, 

Explore each continent and isle. 

There is no door without a light, 

No face without a smile. 

The noblest cliiefs of either race, 

From nortli and south, from west and east. 

Crowd to the painted hall to grace 
The pomp of that atoning feast. 

With widening eyes and labouring breath 
Stand the fair-haired sons of Seth, 

As bursts upon their dazzled sight 
The endless avenue of light. 

The ]>owers of tulip, rose, and palm, 

The thousand cressets fed with balm. 

The silken vests, the boards piled high 
With amber, gold, and ivory, 

The crystal founts whence sparkling flow 
I'he richest wines o’er beds of snow. 

The walls where blaze in living dyes 
The king’s three hundred victories. 

Tlie heralds point the fitting seal 
To every guest in order meet, 

And place the highest in degree 
Nearest th’ imperial canopy. 

Beneath its broad and gorgeous fold, 

With naked swords and shields t>f gold, 

Stood the seven princes of the tvil)es of Nod. 

Upon an ermine carpet lay 
Two tiger cubs in furious play, 

Beneath the emerald throne where sal the signed of God, 

Over that ample forehead white 
The thousandth year returneth. 

Still, on its commanding height, 

With a fierce and blood-red light, 

I'he fiery token burnelh. 

Wheresoe’er that mystic star 
Blazeth in the van of vvi^r. 

Back recoil before its ray 
Shield and banner, bow and spear, 

Maddened horses break aw'ay 
From the trembling charioteer. 

The fear of that stern king doth he 
On all that live Ixinealh the sky ; 

All shrink ])efore the mark of his despair, 

The%eal of that great curse which he alone can l>ear. 
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Blazing in pearls and diamonds’ sheen. 

Tirzah, the young Ahirad’s bride, 

Of humankind the destined oueen, 

Sits by her great forefathers side. 

The jetty curls, the forehead high, 

The swanlike neck, the eagle face, 

The glowing cheek, the rich dark eye. 

Proclaim her of the elder race. 

With flowing locks of aubuni hue. 

And features smooth, and eye of blue, 

Timid in love as brave in arms. 

The gentle heir of Seth askance 
Snatches a bashful, ardent glance 
At her majestic charms ; 

Blest when across that brow high musing flashes 
A deeper tint of rose. 

Thrice blest when from beneath the silken lashes 
Of her proud eye she throws 
The smile of blended fondness and disilain 
Which marks the daughters of the house of Cain. 

All hearts are light around the hall 
Save his who is the lord of all. 

I'he j^ainted roofs, the attendant train, 

'I'he lights, the banquet, all are vain, 
lie sees them not. His fancy strays 
IV) other scenes and other days. 

A cot by a lone forest’s edge, 

A fountain murmuring through the trees, 

A garden with a wildflower hedge. 

Whence .sounds the music of the bees, 

A little Hock of sheep at rest 
Upon a mountain’s swarthy breast. 

On his rude spade he seems to lean 
Beside the well remembered stone. 

Rejoicing o’er the promised green 
Of the fn*st harvc.st man hath .sown, 
lie sees his mother’s tears ; 

His fatlier’s voice he hears, 

Kind as when first it praised his youthful skill. 

And soon a seraph-chihl, 

Tn boyish rapture wild. 

With a light crook comes bounding from the hill. 
Kisses bis hands, and strokes his face. 

And nestles close in his embrace. 

In his adamantine eye 
None might discern his agony; 

But they who had grown hoary next his side, 

And read his .stern dark face with deepest skill. 
Could trace strange meanings in that lip of pride, 
Which for one moment quivered and was still. 
No time for them to mark or him to feel 

Those inwanl stings ; for clarion, flute, and lyre, 
And the rich voices of a countless quire, 

Burst on the ear in one triumphant peal. 
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In breathless transpoit sits thfe admiring throng. 
As sink and swell the notes of Jubal’s lofty song. 

“ Sound the timbrel, strike the lyre. 

Wake the trumpet’s blast of fire. 

Till the gilded arches ring. 

Empire, victory, and fame. 

Be ascribed unto the name 
Of our father and our king. 

.Of the deeds which he hath done. 

Of the spoils which he hath won. 

Let his grateful children sing. 

When the deadly fight was fought. 

When the great revenge was wrought, 

When on the slaughtered victims lay 
The minion stiff and cold as they, 

Doomed to exile, sealed with flame. 

From the west the w^anderer came. 

Six score years and six he strayed 
A hunter through the forest shade. 

The lion’s shaggy jaws he tore, 

To earth he smote the foaming boar, 
lie crushed the dragon’s fiery crest. 

And scaled the condor’s dizzy nest ; 

Till hardy sons and daughters fair 
Increased around his wocxllantl lair. 

Then his victorious bow unstrung 
On the great bison’s horn he hung. 

(Giraffe and elk he left to hold 

The wilderness of boughs in peace, 

And trained his youth to pen the fold, 

To press the cream, and weave the fleece. 

As shrunk the streamlet in its bed. 

As black and scant the herbage grew. 

O’er endless plains his flocks he led 
Still to new brooks and pastures new. 

So strayed he till the white pavilions 
Of his camp were told by millions, 

'Fill his children’s households seven 
Were numerous as the stars of heaven. 

Then he bade us roye no more ; 

And in the place that pleaseil him best, 

On the great river’s fertile shore. 

He fixed the city of his rest. 

He taught us then to bind the sheaves. 

To strain the palm’s delicious milk. 

And from the dark green mulberry leaves 
To cull the filmy silk. 

Then first from straw^built mansions roamed 
0*er flower-beds trim the skilful bees ; 

Then first the purple wine vats foamed 
Around the laughing peasant’s knees ; 

And olive-yards, and orchards green. 

O’er all the hills of Nod were seen. 
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“ Of our father and our king 
Let his grateful children sing. 

P’rom him oiir race its being draws, 

His are our arts, and his our laws. 

Like himself he bade us be, 

Proud, and brave, and fierce, and free. 
True, through every turn of fate, 

In our friendship and our hate. 

Calm to watch, yet prompt to dare ; 

Quick to feel, yet firm to bear j 
Only timid, only weak. 

Before sweet woman’s eye and cheek. 

We will not serve, we will not know, 

The God who is our father’s foe. 

In our proud cities to his name 
No temples rise, no altars flame. 

Our flocks of sheep, our groves of spice. 

To him affofd no sacrifice. 

F^nough that once the House of Cain 
Hath courted with oblation vain 
The sullen power above. 

Henceforth we bear the yoke no more ; 
The only gods whom we adore 
Are glory, vengeance, love. 

Of our father and our king 
Let his grateful cliildren sing. 

What eye of living thing may brook 
On his blazing brow to look ? 

What might of living thing may stand 
Against the strength of his right hand? 
F'irst he led his armies forth 
Against the Mammoths of the north, 

What time they wasted in their i)ride 
Pasture and vineyard far and wide. 

Then the White River’s icy flood 
Was thawed with fire and dyed with blood, 
And heard for many a league the sound 
Of the pine forests blazing round, 

And the death-howl and trampling din 
Of the gigantic herd within. 

From the surging sea of flame 
F'orth the tortured monsters came : 

As of breakers on the shore 
Was their onset and their roar ; 

As the cedar-trees of God 
Stood the stately ranks of Nod. 

One long night and one short day 
The sword was lifted up to slay. 

Then marched the firstborn and his sons 
O’er the white ashes of the wood, 

And counted of that savage brood 
Nine times nine thousand skeletons. 

“ On the snow with carnage red 
The wood is piled, the skins are spread. 
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A thousand fires illume the sky ; 

Round each a hundred warriors lie. 

But, long ere half the night was spent. 
Forth thundered from the golden tent 
The rousing voice of Cain. 

A thousand trumps in answer rang 
And fast to arms the warriors sprang 
O’er all the frozen plain. 

A herald from the wealthy bay 
Hath come with tidings of dismay. 

From the western ocean’s coast 
Seth hath led a countless host, 

And vows to slay with fire and sword 
All who call not on the Lord. 

His archers hold the mountain forts ; 

His light armed ships blockade the ports ; 

His horsemen tread the harvest down. 
On twelve proud bridges he hath passed 
The river dark with many a mast, 

And pitched his mighty camp at last 
Before the imperial town. 

On the south and on the west, 

Closely was the city prest. 

Before us lay the hostile powers. 

The breach was wide between the towers. 
Pulse and meal within were sold 
For a double weight of gold. 

Our mighty father had gone forth 
Two hundred marches to the north. 

Yet in that extreme of ill 
We stoutly kept his city still ; 

And swore beneath his royal wall. 

Like his true sons to fight and fall, 

“ Hark, hark, to gong and horn. 

Clarion, and fife, and drum, 

The morn, the fortieth morn, 

Fixed for the great assault is come. 
Between the camp and city spreads 
A waving sea of helmed heads. 

From the royal car of Seth 

Was hung the blood-red flag of death : 

At sight of that thrice-hallowed sign 
Wide flew at once each banner’s fold ; 
The captains clashed their arms of gold ; 
The war cry of Elohim rolled 
Far down their endless line. 

On the northern hills afar 
Pealed an answering note of war. 

Soon the dust in whirlwinds driveit, 
Rushed across the northern heaven. 
Beneath its shroud came thick and loud 
The tramp as of a countless crowd ; 

And at intervals^were .seen 
Lance and hauberk glancing sheen; 
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And at intervals were heard 
Charger’s neigh and battle word. 

Oh what a rapturous cry 
From all the city’s thousand spires arose, 

With what a look the hollow eye 
Of the lean watchman glared upon the foes, 

With what a yell of joy the mother pressed 
The moaning baby to her withered breast ; 

When through the swarthy cloud that veiled the plain 
Burst on his children’s sight the flaming brow of Cain ! 

There paused perforce that noble song ; 

For from all the joyous throng, 

Burst forth a rapturous shout which drowned 
vSinger’s voice and trumpet’s sound. 

Thrice that stormy clamour fell, 

Thrice rose again wuth mightier swell. 

The last and loudest roar of all 
Had died along the painted wall. 

The crowd was hushed ; the minstrel Irnin 
Prepared to strike the chords again ; 

When on cadi ear distinctly smote 
A low and wild and wailing note. 

It nioans again. In mine amaze 
Menials, and guests, and haqxirs gaze. 

They look above, beneath, around, 

No .shape doth own that mournful smmd. 

It comes not from the tuneful ijuire ; 

It comes not from the feasting |x;ers. 

There is no lone of earthly lyre 
So .soft, .so sad, .so full of tears. 

Then a strange horror came on all 
Who sate at that high festival. 

The far fame<l harp, the harp of gold, 

Dropped from Jubal’s trembling hold. 

Frantic with dismay the bride 
Clung to her Ahirad’s side. 

And the corp.se-like hue of dread 
Ahirad’s haughty face o’erspread. 

Yet not even in that agony of awe 

Did the young leader of the fair-haired race 
From Tirzah’.s shuddering grasp his hand withdraw, 

Or turn his eyes from 'I'irzah’s livid face. 

The tigers to their lord retreat. 

And crouch and whine beneath his feet. 

Prone sink to earth the golden shielded seven. 

All hearts are cowed save liis alone 
Who sits upon the emerald throne ; 

For he hath heard Elohim speak from heaven. 

Still thunders in his ear the peal ; 

Still blazes on his front the seal : 

And on the soul of the proud king 
No terror of created thing 
Phom sky, or earth, or hell, hath ix)wer 
Since that unutterable hour. 
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He rose to speak, but paused, and listening stood, 

Not daunted, but in sad and curious mood, 

With knitted brow, and searching eye of fire. 

A deathlike silence sank on all around, 

And through the boundless space was heard no sound, 
Save the soft tones of that mysterious lyre. 

Broken, faint, and low, 

At first the numbers flow. 

Louder, deeper, quicker, still 
Into one fierce peal they swell, 

And the echoing palace fill 
With a strange funereal yell. 

A voice comes forth. But what, or where ? 

On the earth, or in the air ? 

Like the midnight winds that blow 
Round a lone cottage in the snow, 

With howling swell and sighing fall. 

It wails along the trophied hall. 

In such a wild and dreary moan 
The watches of the Seraphim 
Poured out all night their plaintive hymn 
Before the eternal throne. 

Then, when from many a heavenly eye 
Drops as of earthly pity fell 
For her who had aspired too high, 

For him who loved too well. 

When, stunned by grief, the gentle pair 
From the nuptial garden fair. 

Linked in a sorrowful caress. 

Strayed through the untrcKlden wilderness ; 

And close behind their footsteps came 
The desolating sword of flame, 

And drooped the cedared alley’s pride, 

And fountains shrank, and roses died. 

“ Rejoice, O Son of God, rejoice/’ 

Sang that melancholy voice, 

“ Rejoice, the maid is fair to see ; 

The bower is decked for her and thee , 

The ivory lamps around it throw 
A soft and pure and mellow glow. 

Where’er the chastened lustre falls 
On roof or cornice, floor or walls, 

Woven of pink and rose aj^pear 
Such words as love delights to hear. 

The breath of myrrh, the lute’s soft sound, 
hdoat through the moonlight galleries round. 

O’er beds of violet and through groves of spice, 

Lead thy proud bride into the nuptial l3ovver ; 

For thou hast bought her with a fearful price, 

And she hath dowered thee with a fearful dower. 
The price is life, d'he dower is death. 

'Accursed loss ! Accursed gain ! 

For her thou givest the blesseclne.ss of Seth, 

And to thine arms she brings the curse of Cain. 



MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 


453 


Round the dark curtains of the 6ery throne 
Pauses awhile the voice of sacred song : 

From all the angelic ranks goes forth a groan, 

‘ How long, O Lord, how long ? ’ 

The still small voice makes answer, ‘ Wait and see, 

Oh sons of glory, what the end shall be. ’ 

“ But, in the outer darkness of the place 

Where God hath shown his power witliout his grace, 

Is laughter and the sound of glad acclaim. 

Loud as when, on wings of fire, 

Fulfilled of his malign desire, 

From Paradise the conquering serpent came. 

The giant ruler of the morning star 
From ofThis fiery bed 
Lifts high his stalely head, 

Which MichaePs sword hath marked with many a scar. 
At his voice the pit of hell 
Answers with a joyous yell, 

And flings her dusky portals wide 
For the bridegroom and the bride. 

“ But louder still shall be the din 
In the halls of Death and Sin, 

When the full measure runneth o’er, 

When mercy can endure no more. 

When he who vainly proffers grace, 

Comes in his fury to deface 
The fair creation of his hand ; 

When from the heaven streams down amain 
For forty days the sheeted rain ; 

And from his ancient l)arrici*s free. 

With a deafening roar the sea 
Comes foaming up the land. 

Mother, cast thy babe aside : 

Bridegroom, quit thy virgin bride : 

Brother, pass thy brother by : 

*Tis for life, for life, ye fly. 

Along the drear horizon raves 
'riie swift advancing line of waves. 

On : on : their frothy crests api^ear 
Each moment nearer, and more near. 

Urge the dromedary’s spec^d ; 

Spur to death the reeling steed ; 

If perchance ye yet may gain 

The mountains that o’erhang the plain. 

“ Oh thou haughty land of Nod, 

Hear the sentence of thy God. 

Thou hast said, ‘ Of all the hills 
Whence, after autumn rains, the rills 
In silver trickle down, 

The fairest is that mountain white 
Which intercepts the morning light 
From Cain’s imi)erial town. 
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On its first and gentlest swell 

Are pleasant halls where nobles dwell ; 

And marble porticoes are seen 
Peeping through terraced gardens green. 

Above are olives, palms, and vines ; 

And higher yet the dark-blue pines ; 

And highest on the summit shines 
The crest of everlasting ice. 

Here let the God of Abel own 
That human art hath wonders shown 
Beyond his boasted paradise.’ 

Therefore on that proud mountain’s crown 
Thy few surviving sons and daughters 
Shall see their latest sun go down 
P^pon a boundless waste of waters. 

None salutes and none replies ; 

None heaves a groan or breathes a prayer 
They crouch on earth with tearless eyes, 

And clenched hands, and bristling hair. 

The rain [)ours on : no star illumes 
The blackness of the roaring sky. 

And each successive billow booms 
Nigher still and still more nigh. 

And now upmi the howling blast 

The wreaths of spay come thick and fast ; 

And a great billow by the tempest curled 

Falls with a thundering crash ; and all is o’er. 
And what is left of all this glorious world ? 

A sky without a beam, a sea without a shore. 

“ Oh thou fixir land, where from their starry home 
Cherub and serapli oft delight to roam, 

Thou city of the thousand lowers. 

Thou palace of the golden stairs, 

Ye gardens of perennial flowers. 

Ye moled gates, yc breezy squares ; 

Ye parks amidst whose branches high 
Oft peers the squirrel’s sparkling eye ; 

Ye vineyards, in xvhose trellised shade 
Pipes many a youth to many a maid ; 

Ye ports where rides the gallant ship, 

Ye marts where wealthy burghers meet; 

Ye dark green lanes which know the trip 
Of woman’s conscious feet ; 

Ye grassy meads where, when the day is done, 
The shepherd pens his fold ; 

Ye purple moors on which the setting sun 
Leaves a rich fringe of gold ; 

Ye wintry deserts where the larches grow ; . 

Ye mountains on whose everlasting snow 
No human foot hath trod ; 

Many a fathom shall ye sleep 
Beneath the grey and endless deep. 

In the great day of the revenge of God. ” 
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THE COUNTRY CLERGYMAN'S TRIP TO 
CAMBRIDGE. 

An Election Ballad. (1827.) 

As I sate down to breakfast in state, 

At my living of Tithing-cum-Boring, 

With Betty beside me to wait, 

Came a rap that almost beat the door in. 

I laid down my basin of tea, 

And Betty ceased spreading the toast, 

“ As sure as a gun, sir,” said she, 

“ That must be the knock of the post.’* 

A letter — and free — bring it here — 

I have no correspondent who franks. 

No ! Yes ! Can it be? Why, my dear, 

’Tis our glorious, our Protestant Bankes. 

** Dear sir, as I know you desire 
'fhat the Church should receive due protection, 

I humbly presume to require 
Your aid at the Cambridge election. 

It has lately been brought to my knowledge, 

That the Ministers fully design 
To suppress each cathedral and college. 

And eject every learned divine. 

To assist this detestable scheme 
Three nuncios from Rome are come over , 

They left Calais on Monday by steam, 

And landed to dinner at Dover, 

An army of grim Cordeliers, 

Well furnished with relics and vermin, 

Will follow. Lord Westmoreland fears. 

To effect what their chiefs may determine. 
I.ollard’s bower, good authorities say. 

Is again fitting up for a prison ; 

And a wood-merchant told me to-day 
'Tis a wonder how faggots have risen. 

“ The finance scheme of Canning contains 
A new Easter-offering tax ; 

And he means to devote all the gains 
To a bounty on thumb-screws and racks. 

Your living, so neat and compact — 

Pray, don’t let the news give you pain ! — 

Is promised, I know for a fact. 

To an olive-faced Padre from Spain.” 

I read, and I felt my heart bleed, 

Sore wounded with horror and pity ; 

So I flew, with all possible speed. 

To our Protestant champion^s committee. 
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True gentlemen, kind and well-bred ! 

No fleering ! no distance ! no scorn ! 

They asked after my wife who is dead, 

And my children who never were bom. 

They then, like high-principled Tories, 

Called our Sovereign unjust and unsteady, 

And assailed him with scandalous stories. 

Till the coach for the voters was ready. 

That coach might be well called a casket 
Of learning and brotherly love : 

There were parsons in boot and in basket ; 
There were parsons below and above. 

There were Sneaker and Griper, a pair 
Who stick to Lord Mulesby like leeches ; 

A smug chaplain of plausible air. 

Who writes my Lord Goslingham’s speeches. 

Dr Buzz, who alone is a host, 

Who, with arguments weighty as lead. 

Proves six times a week in the Post 
That flesh somehow differs from bread. 

Dr Nimrod, whose orthodox toes 

Are seldom withdrawn from tlie stirrup ; 

Dr Humdrum, whose eloquence flows, 

Like droppings of sweet poppy syrup ; 

Dr Rosygill puffing and fanning. 

And wiping away perspiration ; 

Dr Humbug who proved Mr Canning 
The beast in St John’s Revelation. 

A layman can scarce form a notion 
Of our wonderful talk on the road ; 

Of the learning, the wit, and devotion, 

Which almost each syllable showed : 

Why divided allegiance agrees 
So ill with our free constitution ; 

How Catholics swear as they please. 

In hope of the priest’s absolution ; 

How the Bishop of Norwich had bartered 
His faith for a legate’s commission ; 

How I.yndhurst, afraid to be martyr’d, 

Had stooped to a base coalition ; 

How Papists are cased from compassion 
By bigotry, stronger than steel j 

How burning would soon come in fashion, 
And how very bad it must feel. 

We were all so much touched and excited 
By a subject so direly sublime, 

TJiat the rules of politeness were slighted, 
And we all of us talked at a time ; 
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And in tones, wliicli each moment grew louder, 
Told how we should dress for the show, 

And where we should fasten the powder, 

And if we should bellow or no. 

Thus from subject to subject we ran, 

And the journey passed pleasantly o’er. 

Till at last Dr Humdrum begail ; 

From that time I remember no more. 

At Ware he commenced his prelection. 

In the dullest of clerical drones ; 

And when next I regained recollection 

We were rumbling o’er Trumpington stones. 


SONG. 

(1827.) 

O STAY, Madonna ! stay ; 

’Tis not the dawn of day 
That marks the skies with yonder opal streak ; 
I'he stars in silence shine ; 

Then press thy lips to mine, 

And rest upon my neck thy fervid cheek. 

O sleep, Madonna ! sleep ; 

Leave me to watch and weep 
O’er the sad memory of departed joys, 

O’er hope’s extinguished beam, 

O’er fancy’s vanished dream ; 

O’er all that nature gives and man destroys. 

O wake, Madonna ! wake ; 

Even now the purple lake 
Is dappled o’er with amber Hakes of light ; 

A glow is on the hill ; 

And every trickling rill 

I n golden threads leaps down from yonder height. 

O fly, Madonna ! fly, 

Lest day and envy spy 
What only love and night may safely know : 

Fly, and tread softly, dear ! 

Lest those who hate us hear 
The sounds of thy light footsteps as they go. 
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POLITICAL GEORGICS. 

{March 1828.) 

Quid facial latas segetes,” &c. 

How cabinets are form’d, and how destroy'd, 

How Tories are confirm’d, and Whigs decoy’d, 

How in nice times a prudent man should vote, 

At what conjuncture he should turn his coat, 

The truths fallacious, and the candid lies, 

And all the lore of sleek majorities, 

I sing, great Premier. Oh, mysterious two. 

Lords of our fate, the Doctor and the Jew, 

If, by your care enriched, the aspiring clerk 
Quits the close alley for .the breezy park. 

And Dolly’s chops and Reid’s entire resigns 
For odorous fricassees and costly wines ; 

And you, great pair, through Windsor’s shades who rove, 
The Faun and Dryad of the conscious grove ; 

All, all inspire me, for of all I sing, 

Doctor and Jew, and M s and K g. 

Thou, to the maudlin muse of Rydal dear ; 

Thou more than Neptune, Lowther, lend thine car. 

At Neptune’s voice the horse, with flowing mane 
And pawing hoof, sprung from th’ obedient plain ; 

Rut at thy word the yawning earth, in fright, 

Engulf d the victor steed from mortal sight. 

Haste from thy woods, mine Arbuthnot, with sjieed, 

Rich woods, where lean Scotch cattle love to feed : 

Let Gaffer Gooch and Poodle’s ])atriot band, 

P'at from the leanness of a plundered land, 

True Cincinnati, quit their patent ploughs, 

Their new steam-harrows, and their premium sows j 
I.et all in bulky majesty appear, 

Roll the dull eye, and yawn th’ unmeaning cheer. 

Y e veteran Swlss, of senatorial wars, 

Who glory in your well-earned sticks and stars ; 

Y e diners-out from whom we guard our spoons ; 

Ye smug defaulters ; ye obscene buffoons; 

Come all, of every race and size and form. 

Corruption’s children, brethren of the worm ; 

From those gigantic monsters who devour 
The pay of half a squadron in an hour, 

To those foul reptiles, doomed to night and scorn, 

Of filth and stench equivocally born ; 

From royal tigers down to toads and lice ; 

From Bathursts, Clintons, Fanes, to H and P ; 

Thou last, by habit and by nature blest 
With every gift which .serves a courtier best, 

The lap-dog spittle, the hyiena bile, 

The«^w of snark, the tear of crocodile, 
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Whate’er high station, undetermined yet, 

Awaits thee in the longing Cabinet, — 

Whether thou seat tliee in the room of Peel, 

Or from Lord Prig extort the Privy Seal, 

Or our Field-marshal-Treasurer fix on thee, 

A legal admiral, to rule the sea. 

Or Chancery-suits, beneath thy well known reign, 

Turn to their nap of fifty years again ; 

(Already L , prescient of his fate, 

Yields half his woolsack to thy mightier weight ;) 

Oh ! Eldon, in whatever sphere thou shine, 

For opposition sure will ne’er lie thine, 

Though scowls apart the lonely pride of Grey, 

Though Devonshire proudly flings his staff away, 

Though Lansdowne, trampling on his broken chain, 

Shine forth the Lansdowne of our hearts again, 

Assist me thou ; for well 1 deem, I see 
An abstract of my ample theme in thee. 

Thou, as thy glorious self hath justly said, 

From earliest youth, wast pettifogger bred, 

And, raised to power by fortune’s fickle will, 

Art head and heart a pettifogger still. 

So, where once Fleet-ditch ran confessed, we vie 
A crowded mart and stately avenue ; 

But the black stream beneath nins on the same, 

Still brawls in W-, — ’s key, — still stinks like II ’s name. 


THE DELIVERANCE OF VIENNA. 

TrANSLaTKD from VlMCKNZIO DA FiLICAIA. 
{^Published in the “ IVintePs IVreathy' Liz'^rpool, 1828.) 

“ Le corde d’oro clclte,” Src. 

The chords, the sacred chords of gold, 

Strike, O Muse, in measure bold ; 

And frame a sparkling wreath of joyous songs 
For that great God to w'hom revenge belongs. 

Who shall resist his mmht, 

Who marshals for the fight 
Earthquake and thunder, hurricane and llame ? 

He smote the haughty race 
Of unbelieving Thrace, 

Am} turned their rage to fear, their pride to shame. 

He looked in wrath from high, . 

Upon their vast array ; 

And, in the twinkling of an eye, 

Tambour, and trump, and baUlc-cry, 

And steeds, and turbaned .infantry. 

Passed like a dream away. 

Such power defends the mansions of the just ; 
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But, like a city without walls, 

The grandeur of the mortal falls 
Who glories in his strength, and makes not God his trust. 
Tlie proud blasphemers thought all earth their own ; 
'i’hey deemed that soon the whirlwind of their ire 
Would sweep down tower and palace, dome and spire, 
The Christian altars and the Augustan throne. 

And soon, they cried, shall Austria bow 
To the dust her lofty brow. 

The princedoms of Almayne 
Shall wear the Phrygian chain ; 

In huml)ler waves shall vassal Tiber roll ; 

And Rome a slave forlorn, 

Her laurelled tresses shorn, 

Shall feel our iron in her inmost soul. 

Who shall bid the torrent stay ? 

Who shall bar the lightning’s way? 

Who arrest the advancing van 
Of the fiery Ottoman ? 

As the curling smoke-wreaths fly 
When fresh breezes clear the sky, 

Passed away each swelling boast 
Of the misbelieving host. 

From the Hebrus rolling far 
Came the murky cloud of waj*, 

And in shower and tempest dr«ad 
Burst on Austria’s fenceless head. 

But not for vaunt or threat 
Didst Thou, O Lord, forget 
The flock so dearly bought, and loved so well. 

Even in the veiy hour 
Of guilty pride and power 
Full on the circumcised Thy vengeance fell. 

Then the fields were heaped with dead, 

Then the streams with gore were rerl. 

And every bird of prey, and every beast, 

From wood and cavern thronged to 'I'liy great feast. 

What terror seized the fiends obscene of Nile ; 

I low wildly, in his place of doom beneath, 

Arabia’s lying prophet gnashed his teeth, 

And cursed his blighted hopes and wasted guile ! 

When, at the bidding of Thy sovereign might. 

Flew on their destined path 
Thy messengers of wrath, 

Riding on storms and wrapped in deepest night. 

The Phthian mountains saw, 

And quaked with mystic awe ; 

The proud Sultana of the Straits bowed down 
Her jewelled neck and her embattled crown. 

The miscreants, as they raised their eyes 
Glaiiiig defiance on Thy skies, 
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Saw adverse winds and clouds display 
The terrors of their black array ; — 

Saw each portentous star 
Whose fiery aspect turned of yore to flight 
The iron chariots of the Canaanite 
Gird its bright harness for a deadlier war. 

Beneath Thy withering look 
Their limbs with palsy shook ; 

Scattered on earth the crescent banners lay ; 

Trembled with panic fear 
Sabre and targe and spear, 

Through the proud armies of the rising day. 

Faint was each heart, unnerved each hand ; 

And, if they strove to charge or stand 
Their efforts were as vain 
As his who, scared in feverish sleep 
By evil dreams, essays to leap, 

Then backward falls again. 

With a crash of wild dismay. 

Their ten thousand ranks gave way ; 

Fast they broke, and fast they fled ; 

Trampled, mangled, dying, dead, 

I lorse and horsemen mingled lay ; 

Till the mountains of the slain 
Raised the valleys to the plain. 

Be all the glory to Thy name divine 1 
The swords were our’s ; the arm, O I^ord, was Thine. 
Therefore to Thee, beneath whose footstool wait 
The powers which erring man calls Chance and Fate, 

To Thee who hast laid low 
The pride of Europe’s foe, 

And taught Byzantium’s sullen lords to fear, 

I pour my spirit out 
In a triumphant shout. 

And call all ages and all lands to hear. 

Thou who evermore endurest. 

Loftiest, mightiest, wisest, purest, 
d'hou whose will destroys or saves. 

Dread of tyrants, hope of slaves, 

The wreath of glory is from Thee, 

And the red sword of victory. 

There where exulting Danube’s flood 
Runs stained with Istam’s noblest blood 
From that trememlous field. 

There where in mosque the tyrants met, 

And from the crier’s minaret 
Unholy summons pealed. 

Pure shrines and temples now shall be 
Decked for a worship worthy Thee. 

To Thee thy whole creation pays 
With mystic sym])athy its praise, 

Idle air, tlie eai th, the seas : 

The day shines forth with livelier beam ; 
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There is a smile upon the stream, 

An anthem on the breeze. 

Glory, they cry, to Him whose might 
Hath turned the barbarous foe to flight, 

Whose arm protects with power divine 
The city of his favoured line. 

The caves, the woods, the rocks, repeat the sound ; 
The everlasting hills roll the long echoes round. 

But, if Thy rescued church may dare 
Still to besiege Thy throne with prayer, 

Sheathe not, we implore Thee, Lord, 

Sheathe not Thy victorious sword. 

Still Panonia pines away, 

Vassal of a double sway : 

Still Thy servants groan in chains, 

Still the race which hates Thee reigns : 

Part the living from the dead : 

Join the members to the head t 

Snatch Thine own sheep from yon fell monster’s hold 

Let one kind shepherd rule one undivided fold. 

He is the victor, only he 
Who reaps the fruits of victory. 

We conquered once in vain. 

When foamed the Ionian waves with gore, 

And heaped Lepanto’s stormy sliorc 
With wrecks and Moslem slain. 

Yet wretched Cyprus never broke 
The Syrian tyrant’s iron yoke. 

Shall the twice vanepushed foe 
Again repeat his blow ? 

Shall Europe’s sword be hung to rust in peace ? 

No — let the red-cross ranks 
Of the triumphant Franks 
Bear swift deliverance to the shrines of Greece 
And in her inmost heart let Asia feel 
The avenging plagues of Western fire and steel. 

Oh God ! for one short moment raise 
The veil which hides those glorious days. 

The flying foes I see Thee urge 
Even to the river’s headlong verge. 

Close on their rear the loud uproar 
Of fierce pursuit from Ister’s shore 
Comes pealing on the wind ; 

The Rab’s wild waters are before, 

• The Christian sword behind. 

Sons of perdition, speed your flight. 

No earthly spear is in the rest ; 

No earthly champion leads to fight 
The warriors of the West. 

The Lord of Hosts asserts His old renown, 

Scatters, and smites, and slays, and tramples down. 
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Fast, fast beyond what mortal tongue can say, 

Or mortal fancy dream. 

He rushes on his prey : 

Till, with the terrors of the wondrous theme 
Bewildered and appalled, I cease to sing, 

And close my dazzled eye, and rest my wearied wing. 


THE LAST BUCCANEER. 

(1839.) 

The winds were yelling, the waves were swelling. 

The sky was black and drear, 

When the crew with eyes of flame brought the ship without a name 
Alongside the last Buccaneer, 

** Whence flies your sloop full sail before so fierce a gale. 

When all others drive bare on the seas ? 

Say, come ye from the shore of the holy Salvador, 

Or the gulf of the rich Caribbees ? ” 

“From a shore no search hath found, from a gulf no line can sound, 
Without rudder or needle we steer ; 

Above, below, our bark, dies the sea-fowl and the shark, 

As we fly by the last Buccaneer. 

“ To-night there shall be heard on the rocks of Cape de Verde, 

A loud crash, and a louder roar ; 

And to-morrow shall the deep, with a heavy moaning, sweep 
The corpses and wreck to the shore/’ 

The stately ship of Clyde securely now may ride. 

In the breath of the citron shades ; 

And Severn’s towering mast securely now Hies fast, 

Through the sea of the balmy Trades. 

From St Jago’s wealthy port, from Havannah’s royal lort, 

The seaman goes forth witliout fear ; 

For since that stormy night not a mortal hath had sight 
Of the flag of the last Buccaneer. 


EPITAPH ON A JACOBITE. 

(1845.) 

To my true king I offered free from stain 
Courage and faith ; vain faith, and courage vain. 

For him, I threw lands, honours, wealtli, away. 

And one dear hope, that was more prized than they. 
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For him I languished in a foreign clime, 

Grey-haired with sorrow in my manhood’s prime ; 
Heard on Lavernia Scargill’s whispering trees, 

And pined by Amo for my lovelier Tees ; 

Beheld each night my home in fevered sleep, 

Each morning started from the dream to weep ; 

Till God who saw me tried too sorely, gave 
The resting place I asked, an early grave. 

Oh thou, whom chance leads to this nameless stone. 
From that proud country which was once mine own, 
By those white cliffs I never more must see, 

By that dear language which I spake like thee, 
Forget all feuds, and shed one English tear 
O’er English dust. A broken heart lies here. 


LINES WRITTEN IN AUGUST. 

(1847.) 

The day of tumult, strife, defeat, was o’er ; 

Worn out with toil, and noise, and scorn, and spleen, 
I slumbered, and in slumber saw once more 
A room in an old mansion, long unseen. 

That room, methought, was curtained from the light ; 

Yet through the curtains shone the moon’s cold ray 
Full on a cradle, where, in linen white. 

Sleeping life’s first soft sleep, an infant lay. 

Pale flickered on the hearth the dying flame, 

And all was silent in that ancient hall, 

Save when by fits on the low night-wind came 
The murmur of the distant waterfiill. 

And lo ! the fairy queens who rule our birth 
Drew nigh to speak the new-born baby’s doom : 

With noiseless step, which left no trace on earth, 

From gloom they came, and vanished into gloom. 

Not deigning on the boy a glance to cast 

Swept careless by the gorgeous Queen of Gain ; 

More scornful still, the Queen of Fashion passed. 

With mincing gait and sneer of cold disdain. 

The Queen of Power tossed high her jewelled head, 
And o’er her shoulder threw a wrathful frown ; 

The Queen of Pleasure on the pillow shed 
Scarce one stray rose-leaf from her fragrant crown. 

Still Fay in long procession followed Fay ; 

And still the little couch remained unblest ; 

But, when those wayward sprites had passed away, 
G^e One, the last, the mightiest, and the best, 
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Oh glorious lady, with the eyes of light 
And laurels clustering round thy lofty brow, 

Who by the cradle^s side didst watch that night. 

Warbling a sweet, strange music, who wast thou? 

** Yes, darling ; let them go so ran the strain : 

Yes ; let them go, gain, fashion, pleasure, power, 

And all the busy elves to whose domain 

Belongs the nether sphere, the fleeting hour. 

“ Without one envious sigh, one anxious scheme. 

The nether sphere, the fleeting hour resign. 

Mine is the world of thought, the workl of dream, 

Mine all the past, and all the future mine. 

** Fortune, that lays in sport the mighty low, 

Age, that to penance turns the joys of youth. 

Shall leave untouched the gifts which I bestow. 

The sense of beauty and the thirst of truth. 

** Of the fair brotherhood who share my grace, 

I, from thy natal day, pronounce thee free ; 

And, if for some I keep a nobler place, 

I keep for none a happier than for thee. 

“ There are who, while to vulgar eyes they seem 
Of all my bounties largely to partake. 

Of me as of some rival’s handmaid deem, 

And court me but for gain’s, power’s, fashion’s sake. 

“ To such, though deep their lore, though wide their fame, 
Shall my great mysteries be all unknown : 

But thou, through good and evil, praise and blame. 

Wilt not thou love me for myself alone? 

“ Yes ; thou wdlt love me with exceeding love ; 

And I will tenfold all that love repay. 

Still smiling, though the tender may reprove. 

Still faithful, though the trusted may betray. 

** For aye mine emblem was, and aye shall be, 

The ever-during plant whose bough I wear, 

Brightest and greenest then, when every tree 
That blossoms in the light of Time is bare. 

“ In the dark hour of shame, I deigned to stand 
Before the frowning peers at Bacon’s side : 

On a far shore I smoothed with tender hand. 

Through months of pain, the sleepless bed of Hyde : 

“ I brought the wise and brave of ancient days 
To cheer the cell where Raleigh pined alone : 

I lighted Milton’s darkness with the blaze 
Of the bright ranks that guard the eternal throne. 

2 G 
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“ And even so, my child, it is my pleasure 
That thou not then alone shouldst feel me nighj 

When, in domestic bliss and studious leisure, 

Thy weeks uncounted come, uncounted fly ; 

“Not then alone, when myriads, closely pressed 
Around thy car, the shout of triumph raise ; 

Nor when, in gilded drawing rooms, thy breast 
Swells at the sweeter sound of woman’s praise. 

“ No : when on restless night dawns cheerless morrow, 
When weary soul and wasting body pine. 

Thine am I still, in danger, sickness, sorrow. 

In conflict, obloquy, want, exile, thine ; 

“ Thine, where on mountain waves the snowbirds scream, 
Where more than Thule’s winter barbs the breeze, 

W^here scarce, through lowering clouds, one sickly gleam 
Lights the drear May-day of Antarctic seas ; 

“ Thine, when around thy litter’s track all day 
White sandhills shall reflect the blinding glare ; 

Thine, when, through forests breathing death, thy way 
All night shall wind by many a tiger’s lair ; 

“ Thine most, when friends turn pale, when traitors fly, 
When, hard beset, thy spirit, justly proud. 

For truth, peace, freedom, mercy, dares defy 
A sullen priesthood and a raving crowd, 

“ Amidst the din of all things fell and vile. 

Hate’s yell, and envy’s hiss, and folly’s bray. 

Remember me ; and with an unforced smile 
See riches, baubles, flatterers, pass away. 

“ Yes ; they will pass away ; nor deem it strange : 

They come and go, as comes and goes the sea : 

And let them come and go : thou, through all change, 
Fix thy firm gaze on virtue and on me. ” 


TRANSLATION FROM PLAUTUS. 

(1850.) 

[The author passed a part of the summer and autumn of 1850 at Ventnor, in the I«;!c 
of Wight. He usually, when walking alone, had with him a book. On one occasion, 
as he was loitering in the landslip near Bonchurch, reading the Rudens of Plautus, it 
struck him that it might be an interesting experiment to attempt to produce somethini; 
which might be supposed to resemble passages in the lost Greek drama of Diphiius, 
from which the Ruaens appears to have been taken. He selected one passage in the 
Rudens, of which he then made the following version, which he afterwards copied out 
at the request of a friend to whom he had repeated it.] 

Act. IV. Sc. vii. 

Di«MONES. 

O Gripe, Gripe, in Jetate hominum plurimse 
•Fiunt transennse, ubi decipiuntur dobs ; 
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Atque edepol in eas plentmque esca imponitur. 
Quam si quis avidus pascit escam avariter, 
Decipitiir in tiansenna avaritia sua. 

Ille, qui cqnsulte, docte, atque astute cavet, 

Diutine uti bene licet partum bene. 

Mi'istaec videtur praeda prx‘datum irier : 

Ut cum majore dote abeat, quam advenerit. 

Egone ut, quod ad me adlatum esse alienum sciam, 
Celem? Minime istuc faciet nosier Dcemones. 
Semper cavere hoc sapientes Dequissimum est, 

Ne conscii sint ipsi maleficiis suis. 

Ego, mihi quum lusi, nil moror ullum lucrum. 

Gripus. 

Spectavi ego pridem Cornices ad istum modiim 
Sapienter dicta dicere, atque iis plaudier, 

Quum illos sapientis mores monstrabant poplo ; 
Sed quum inde suam quisque ibant diversi domum, 
Nullus erat illo pacto, ut ilH jusserant. 

A AIM. 

''O r/)?7r€, rp?7rc, 7rXe?<rTa iray'ihwv (Jxi]iiaro. 
fdoi ns Slu Tr€‘jn}yjUL4p^ ip BptjtCjp 
K al TrXacTT iw avTois deXiaG', wp iTndv/xlq, 

6p€y6fX€P6s ns iP KaKois i,\l<TK€TaL' 

6aTcs 5’ aTTLCTel Kal ffo<f>C>s <pv\dTr€rai 
KaXQs diroXau€t twp Ka\Qs ‘neTropiciJ.ipojp, 
dptraypa 5’ oi’x dpirayp! 6 Xdppa^ ovrocri, 
dXX’ avrds, oXfiat, fxdWop dpird^ei ripd. 
rbpS &p5pa KXivTeLV TaXXSrpi — (viprjpfi^ rdXav' 
ravTTfjp ye p.^ palvoiro pavlap AaLpopijs, 

T6d€ yap del cro(f>olaip cvXalitjTeoPj 
p7] ri TToO' iavrdp ns dSiKrjpa crvppofj’ 
tcipSTj 5’ ipoLye rrdi'O' oaois ev<f)paivopatf 
Kipdos 5’ aKepdis 8 rovpop dX7i/»'e4 Kiap. 

rpin. 

KayCi pip KtjijptKUJP dK'^Koa 

(reppQs XeydpTm roidbe^ rods 8i Oewphov^ 

KporeiPf paralois i}8opipovs <To<pL<rpa(nv' 

€Xd\ Cos dTr^Xff ^Kaerres ofKa6’, oiSepl 
*ov8ip TTapipeipe twp KaXCos elpTjpiPWP. 


PARAPHRASE OF A PASSAGE IN THE CHRONICT.E 
OF THE MONK OF ST GALL. 

fin the summer of 1856, the author travelled with a friend through Lombardy. As 
they were on the road l>etween Novara and Milan, they were conversing on the subject 
of the legends relating to that country. The author remarked to his companion that 
Mr Panizzi, in the Essay on the Romantic Narrative Poetry of the Italnns, prefixed 
to his edition of Hojaruo, had pointed out an in.stance of the conve^ion of ballad 
poetry into prose narrative which strongly confirmed the theory of Pcruonius and 
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Niebuhr, upon which “The Lays of Ancient Rome” are founded : and, after repeat- 
ing an extract which Mr Panizzi has given from the chronicle of “ The Monk of St 
Gall,” he proceeded to frame a metrical paraphrase. The note in Mr Panizzi’s work 
(vol. i. p. 123, note b') is here copied verbatim.] 

“ The monk says that Oger was with Desidcrius, King of Lombardy, watching the 
advance of Charlemagne’s army. The kin]^ often asked Oger where was Charlemagne. 
Quando videris, inquit, segetem campis inhorrescere, ferreum Padum et Ticinum 
marinis fluctibus ferro nigrantibus muros civitatis inundantes. tunc est spes Caroli 
venientis. His nedum expletis primum ad occasum Circino vel Borea ccepit apparere, 
quasi nubes tenebrosa, quae diem clarissimam horrentes convertit in umbras. Sed pro- 
piante Imperatorc, ex armorum splendore, dies omni nocte tenebrosior oborta est 
inclusis. Tunc visus est ipse ferreus Carolus ferrea galea cristatns, ferreis manicis 
armiliatus, &c. &c. His igitur, quae ego balbus et edentulus, non ut debui circuitu 
tardiore diutius explicare tentavi, veridicus speculator Oggcrus cclerrimo visa con- 
tiiitus dixit ad Desiderium : Ecce, babes quern tantopere perquisisti. Et haec dicens, 
pene exanimis cecidit. — Monach. Sangal. <ie Reb. Bel. Caroli Magfii. lib. ii. 2 xxvi. 
Is this not evidently taken from poetical effusions?” 

PARAPHRASE. 

To Oggier spake King DicUer : 

When cometh Charlemagne ? 

We looked for him in harvest ; 

We looked for him in rain. 

Crops are reaped ; and floods arc past ; 

And still he is not here. 

Some token show, that we may know 
That Charlemagne is near.’’ 

Then to the King made answer 
Oggier, the christerted Dane : 

** When stands the iron harvest, 

Ripe on the Lombard plain, 

That stiff harvest which is reaped 
With sword of knight and j^cer, 

Then by that .sign ye may divine 
That Charlemagne is near. 

When round the Lombard cities 
The iron flood shall flow, 

A swifter flood than Ticin, 

A broader flood than l^o, 

Frothing white with many a plume, 

Dark blue with many a spear, 

Then by that sign ye may divine 
That Charlemagne is near.” 


INSCRIPTION ON THE STATUE of LORD 
WILLIAM BENTINCK. 

At Calcuti'a. (1835.) 

To 

William Cavendish Bentinck, 

Who, during seven years, ruled India with eminent 
Prudence, Integrity, and Benevolence : 
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Who, placed al the head of a great 
Empire, never laid aside 

The simplicity and moderation of a private citizen : 

Who infused into Oriental despotism the spirit of British Freedom ; 
Who never forgot that the end of Government is 
The happiness of the Governed : 

Who abolished cruel rites : 

Who effaced humiliating distinctions : 

Who gave liberty to the expression of public ojjinion : 

Whose constant study it was, to elevate the intellectual 
And moral character of 
The Nations committed to his charge ; 

This Monument 
Was erected by men, 

Who, differing in Race, in 
Manners, in Language, and in Religion, 

Cherish, with equal veneration and gratitude, 

The memory of his wise, upright, and Paternal Administration. 


EPITAPH ON SIR BENJAMIN HEATH MALKIN. 

At Calcutta. (1837.) 

This monument 
Ts sacred to the memory 
of 

Sir Benjamin Heath Malkin, Knight, 

One of the Judges of 
The Supreme Court of Judicature : 

A man eminently distinguished 
By his literary and scientific attainments. 

By liis professional learning and alnlity, 

By.the clearness and accuracy of his intellect, 

By diligence, by patience, by firmness, by love of truth, 

By public spirit, ardent and disinterested, 

Yet always under the guidance of discretion, 

By rigid uprightness, by unostentatious piety, 

By the serenity of his temper, 

And by the benevolence of his heart. 

He was born on the 29th September 1 797. 

He died on the 21st October 1837. 
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EPITAPH ON LORD METCALFE. 

(1847-) 

Near this stone is laid 
Charles, Lord Metcalfe, 

A Statesman tried in many high offices, 

And difficult conjunctures, 

And found equal to all. 

The three greatest Dependencies of the British Crown 
Were successively entnisted to his care. 

In India, his fortitude, his wisdom, 

His probity, and his moderation. 

Are held in honourable remembrance 
By men of many races, languages, and religions. 

In Jamaica, still convulsed by a social revolution, 

His prudence calmed the evil passions 
Which long suffering had engendered in one class 
And long domination in another. 

In Canada, not yet recovered from the calamities of civil war, 
He reconciled contending factions to each other. 

And to the Mother Country. 

Costly monuments in Asiatic and American cities 
Attest the gratitude of the nations winch he ruled. 
This tablet records the sorrow and tlie pride 
With which his memoii^ is cherished by his family. 
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PREFACE. 

— ♦ 


It was most reluctantly that I determined to suspend, during 
the last autumn, a work which is the business and the pleasure 
of my life, in order to prepare these Speeches for publication ; 
and it is most reluctantly that I now give them to the world. 
Even if I estimated their oratorical merit much more highly 
than I do, I should not willingly have revived, in the quiet 
times in which we are so happy as to live, the memory of those 
fierce contentions in which too many years of my public life 
were passed. Many expressions which, when society was con- 
vulsed by political dissensions, and when the foundations of 
government were shaking, Were heard by an excited audience 
with sympathy and applause, may, now that the passions of all 
parties have subsided, be thought intempcnite and acrimonious. 
It was especially painful to me to find myself under the neces- 
sity of recalling to my own recollection, and to the recollection 
of others, the keen encounters which took place between the late 
Sir Robert Peel and myself. Some parts of the conduct of that 
eminent man I must always think deserving of serious blame. 
But, on a calm review of his long and chequered public life, I ac- 
knowledge, with sincere pleasure, that his faults were much more 
than redeemed by great virtues, great sacrifices, and great ser- 
vices. My political hostility to him was never in the smallest 
degree tainted by personal ill-will. After his fall from power a 
cordial reconciliation took place between us : I admired the 
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wisdom, the moderation, the disinterested patriotism, which he 
invariably showed during the last and best years of his life ; I 
lamented his untimely death, as both a private and a public 
calamity ; and I earnestly wished that the sharp words which 
had sometimes been exchanged between us might be forgotten. 

Unhappily an act, for which the law affords no redress, but 
which I have no hesitation in pronouncing to be a gross injury 
to me and a gross fraud on the public, has compelled me to do 
what I should never have done willingly. A bookseller, named 
Vizetelly, who seems to aspire to that sort of distinction which 
Curll enjoyed a hundred and twenty years ago, thought fit, 
without asking my consent, without even giving me any notice, 
to announce an edition of my Speeches, and was not ashamed to 
tell the world in his advertisement that he published them by 
special license. When the book appeared, I found that it con- 
tained fifty- six speeches, said to have been delivered by me in 
the House of Commons. Of these speeches a few were reprinted 
from reports which I had corrected for the Mirror of Parliament 
or the Parliamentary Debates, and were therefore, with the 
exception of some errors of the pen and the press, correctly 
given. The rest bear scarcely the faintest resemblance to the 
speeches which I really made. The substance of what I said 
is perpetually misrepresented. The connection of the argu- 
ments is altogether lost. Extravagant blunders are put into 
my mouth in almost every page. An editor who was not grossly 
ignorant would have perceived that no person to whom the 
House of Commons would listen could possibly have been 
guilty of such blunders. An editor who had the smallest regard 
for truth, or for the fame of the person whose speeches he had 
undertaken to publish, would have had recourse to the various 
sources of information which were readily accessible, and, by 
collating them, would have produced a book which would at 
least have contained no absolute nonsense. But I have unfor- 
tunately had an editor whose only object was to make a few 
pounds, and who was willing to sacrifice to that object my 
reputation aqd his own. He took the very worst report extant, 
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compared it with no other report, removed no blemish however 
obvious or however ludicrous, gave to the world some hundreds 
of pages utterly contemptible both in matter and manner, and 
prefixed my name to them. The least that he should have done 
was to consult the files of The Times newspaper. I have 
frequently done so, when I have noticed in his book any passage 
more than ordinarily absurd ; and 1 have almost invariably 
found that in The Times newspaper, my meaning had been 
correctly reported, though often in words different from those 
which I had used. 

I could fill a volume with instances of the injustice with which 
I have been treated. But I will confine myself to a single 
speech, the speech on the Dissenters’ Chapels Bill. I have 
selected that speech, not because Mr Vizetelly’s version of that 
speech is worse than his versions of thirty or forty other speeches, 
but because I have before me a report of that speech which an 
honest and diligent editor would have thought it his first duty 
to consult. The report of which I speak was published by the 
Unitarian Dissenters, who were naturally desirous that there 
should be an accurate record of what had passed in a debate 
deeply interesting to them. It was not corrected by me : but it 
generally, though not uniformly, exhibits with fidelity the sub- 
stance of what I said. 

Mr Vizetelly makes me say that the principle of our Statutes 
of Limitation was to be found in the legislation of the Mexicans 
and Peruvians. That is a matter about which, as I know 
nothing, I certainly said nothing. Neither in The Times nor 
in the Unitarian report is there anything about Mexico or Peru. 

Mr Vizetelly next makes me say that the principle of limita- 
tion is found amongst the Pandects of the Benares.” Did my 
editor believe that I uttered these words, and that the House of 
Commons listened patiently to them ? If he did, what must be 
thought of his understanding.? If he did not, was it the part of 
an honest man to publish such gibberish as mine ? The most 
charitable supposition, which I therefore gladly adopt, is that 
Mr Vizetelly saw nothing absurd in the expression which he has 
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attributed to me. The Benares he probably supposes to be 
some Oriental nation. What he supposes their Pandects to be 
I shall not presume to guess. If he had examined The Times, 
he would have found no trace of the passage. The reporter, 
probably, did not catch what I said, and, being more veracious 
than Mr Vizetelly, did not choose to ascribe to me what I did 
not say. If Mr Vizetelly had consulted the Unitarian report, he 
would have seen that I spoke of the Pundits of Benares ; and 
he might, without any very long or costly^Xfesearch, have learned 
where Benares is, and what a Pundit is*. ' • 

Mr Vizetelly then represents me as giving the House of Com- 
mons some very extraordinary information about both the Cal- 
vinistic and the Arminian Methodists. He makes me say that 
Whitfield held and taught that the connection between Church 
and State was sinful. Whitfield never held or taught any such 
thing ; nor was I so grossly ignorant of the life and character of 
that remarkable man as to impute to him a doctrine which he 
would have abhorred. Here again, both in The Times and in 
the Unitarian report, the substance of what 1 said is correctly 
given. 

Mr Vizetelly proceeds to put into my mouth a curious account 
of the polity of the Wesleyan Methodists. He makes me say 
that, after John Wesley’s death, “ the feeling in favour of the lay 
administration of the Sacrament became very strong and very 
general : a Conference was applied for, was constituted, and, 
after some discussion, it was determined that the request should 
be granted.” Such folly could have been uttered only by a 
person profoundly ignorant of the history of Methodism. Cer- 
tainly nothing of the sort was ever uttered by me ; and nothing 
of the sort will be found either in The Times or in the Unitarian 
report. 

Mr Vizetelly makes me say that the Great Charter recognises 
the principle of limitation, a thing which everybody who has read 
the Great Charter knows not to be true. He makes me give an 
utterly false history of Lord Nottingham's Occasional Conform- 
ity Bill. But I will not weary my readers by proceeding further. 
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These samples will probably be thought sufficient. They all lie 
within a compass of seven or eight pages. It will be observed 
that all the faults which I have pointed out are grave faults of 
substance. Slighter faults of substance are numerous. As to 
faults of syntax and of style, hardly one sentence in a hundred is 
free from them. 

I cannot permit myself to be exhibited, in this ridiculous and 
degrading manner, for the profit of an unprincipled man. I 
therefore unwillingly, and in mere self-defence, give this volume 
to the public. I have selected, to the best of my judgment, from 
among my speeches, those which are the least unworthy to be 
preserved. Nine of them were corrected by me while they were 
still fresh in my memory, and appear almost word for word as 
they were spoken. They are the speech of the second of March 
1831, the speech of the twentieth of September 1831, the speech 
of the tenth of October 1831, the speech of the sixteenth of 
December 1831, the speech on the Anatomy Bill, the speech on 
the India Bill, the speech on Serjeant Talfourd’s Copyright 
Bill, the speech on the Sugar Duties, and the speech on the Irish 
Church. The substance of the remaining speeches I have given 
with perfect ingenuousness. I have not made alterations for the 
purpose of saving my own reputation either for consistency or 
for foresight. I have not softened down the strong terms in 
which I formerly expressed opinions which time and thought 
may have modified ; nor have I retouched my predictions in 
order to make them correspond with subsequent events. Had 
I represented myself as speaking in 1831, in 1840, or in 1845, as I 
should speak in 1853, I should have deprived my book of its 
chief value. This volume is now at least a strictly honest record 
of opinions and reasonings which were heard with favour by a 
large part of the Commons of England at some important con- 
junctures ; and such a record, however low it may stand in the 
estimation of the literary critic, cannot but be of use to the 
historian. 

I do not pretend to 'give with accuracy the diction of those 
speeches which I did not myself correct within a week after they 
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were delivered. Many expressions^ and a few paragraphs, linger 
in my memory. But the rest, including much that had been 
carefully premeditated, is irrecoverably lost. Nor have I, in this 
part of my task, derived much assistance from any report. My 
delivery is, I believe, too rapid. Very able shorthand writers 
have sometimes complained that they could not follow me, and 
have contented themselves with setting down the substance of 
what I said. As I am unable to recall the precise words which 
I used, I have done my best to put my meaning into words 
which I might have used. 

I have only, in conclusion, to beg that the readers of this 
Preface will pardon an egotism which a great wrong has made 
necessary, and which is quite as disagreeable to myself as it can 
be to them. 
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A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 2d of 
March, 1831. 

On Tuesday, the first of March, 1831, Lord John Russell moved the House of Com- 
mons for leave to bring in a bill to amend the representation of the people in 
England and Wales. I'he discussion occupied seven nights. At length, on the 
morning of Thursday, the tenth of M.arch, the motion was carried without a 
division. The following speech was made on the second night of the debate. 

It is a circumstance, Sir, of happy augury for the motion before the 
House, that almost all those who have opposed it have declared them- 
selves hostile on principle to Parliamentary Reform. IT wo Members,, 
I think, have confessed that, though they disapprove of the plan now 
submitted to us, they are forced to admit the necessity of a change in the ^ 
Representative system.^ Yet even those gentlemen have used, as far as 
I have observe^^ no arguments which would not apply as strongly to the 
most moderate change as to that which has been proposed by His Ma- 
jesty’s Government. |I say. Sir, that I consider this as a circumstance of 
happy augury^ ForJyhaTT-fearcd was, not the opposition of those who 
are averse f^ll Reform, 'but the disunion of reformers* I knew that, 
during three months, eveiy reformer had been employed in conjecturing 
what the plan of the Government w'ould be. I knew that every reformer 
had imagined in his own mind a scheme differing doubtless in some 
points from ithat which my noble friend, the Paymaster of the h orces, has 
developed. vlJfelt therefore great apprehension that one penon would be 
dissatbfied with one part of the bill, that another person would 
satished with another part, and that thus our whole strength would be 
wasted in internal dissensions^ That apprehension is now at an end. 
have seen with delight the perfect concord which prevails among aU who 
deserve the name of reformers in this House ; and I trust that 1 may 
consider it as an omen of the concord which will prevail among reformers 
throughout the coiintryA I will not. Sir, at present express any opinion 
as to the details of the * 611 ; but, having during the last twenty-four hours 
given the most diligent consideration to its general pnnciples, ^ na ve^po 
hesitation in pronouncing it a wise, noble, and comprehensive me^ure, 
skilfully framed for the healing of great distempers, for the securing at 
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once of the public liberties, and of the public repose, and for^the reconcil- 
ing and knitting together of all the orders of the Stat§J\ 

The honourable Baronet who has just sat down,* has told us, ithat the 
Ministers have attempted to unite two inconsistent principles in one 
abortive measure. ( T^se wer^ his very Words. He thinks, if I under- 
stand him rightly, thaT"~w*€ ought either to leave the representative 
system such as it is, or to make it perfectly symmetrical^ 1 think, Sir, 
that the Ministers would have acted unwisely if they had taken either 
course. Tlxdr principle is plain, rational, and consistent. It is this, to 
admit the middle class to a large and direct share in the representation, 
without any violent shock to the institutions of our country. I under- 
stand those cheers : (but surely the gentlemen who utter them will allow 
that the change whicTTwill be made in our institutions by this bill is far 
les*.s’ vioieiit than that which, according to (he honourable Baronet, ought 
to be made if we make any Reform at alll’ I praise the Ministers for not 
attempting, at the present time, to maktrthe representation uniform. I 
praise them for not effacing the old distinction between the towns and the 
counties, and for not assigning Members to districts, according to the 
American practice, by the Rule of Three. I'he Government has, in my 
opinion, done all that was necessary for the removing of a great practical 
evil, and no more than was necessary. 

I I j;:on.sider this, Sir,, as^aj^ractical question. I rest my opinion on no 
general thediy bf gqvernmentT Tdistriis^'all general theories of goVfem-* 
meifit: 'l yvill not positively say, that there is any form of polity which 
may not, in some conceivable circumstances, be the best )X)ss»ble. l I 
believe that there are societies in which every man may safely be admitted 
to vote. Gentlemen may cheer, but .such is my opinion. I .say, Sir, that 
there are countries in which the condition of the labouring classes is such 
that they may safely be intrusted with the right of electing Meml>ers of 
the Legislature. J.f .1)}^ labourers of England were in that state in whidi 
I, from my soul, wish to see them, if employment were always prentifuT, 
wa^s "aTway.s high, food always cheap,' if a large family were considered 
not as an encumbrance but as a blessing, the principal objections to 
Universal Suffrage would, I think, be removed. ^ Universal Suffrage 
exists in the United States, without producing atiy very frightful conse- 
quences ; and 1 do not believe that the people of those States, or of any 
part of the world, are in any good quality naturally superior to our own 
countrymen. But, unhappily, the labouring classes in England, and in all 
old countries, are occasionally in a state of great distress. Some of the 
causes of this distress are, 1 fear, beyond the control of the Government. 
We know what effect distress produce.s, even on people more intelligent 
than the great body of the labouring classe.s can possibly be. know 
that it makes even wise men irritable, unreasonably credulous, eager for 
immediate relief, heedless of remote consequencey iBiere is no quackery 
in medicine, religion, or politics, which may not impose even on a power- 
ful mind, when that mind has been disoi^ered by pain or f earA It is 
therefore no reflection on the poorer class of Englishmen, who are not, 
and who cannot in the nature of things be, highly educated, to say that 
distress produces on them its natural effects, those effects which it would 
produce on the Americans, or on any other people, that it blinds their 
judgment, that it inflames their passions, that it makes them prone to 
believe those who flatter them, and to distrust those who would serve 
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them. For the sake, therefore, of the whole society, for the sake of the 
labouring classes themselves, I hold it to be clearly expedient that, in a 
country like this, the right of suffrage should* depend on a pecuniary 
qualification. 

But, ^ir, e very argument which would induce me to oppose Universal 
Suffrage, induces me to support the plan which is now before us. I am 
opposed to Universal Suffrage, because I think that it would produce a 
destructive revolution.! I support this plan, because I am sure that it 
is our best security against a revolution] The noble Paymaster of the 
Forces hinted, delicately indeed and'Vemotely, at this subject. He 
spoke of the danger of disappointing the expectations of the nation ; 
and for this he was charged with threatening the House. [Sir, in 
the year 1817, the late Lord I^ondonderry proposed a suspension of 

the Habeas Corpus Act. On that occasion he told the House that, 

unless the measures which he recommended were adopted, the public 
peace could not be preserved. Was he accused of threatening the 
House? Again, in the year 1819, he proposed the laws known by the 
name of the Six Acts. He then told the House that, unless the ex- 
ecutive power ivere reinforced, all the institutions of the country would 
be overturned by popular violence. Was he then accused of threaten- 
ing the HouseJI Will any gentleman say that it is parliamentary 

and decorous to urge the danger arising from popular discontent as an 

argument for severity ; but that it is unparliamentaiy and indecorous to 
urge that same danger as an argument for conciliation ? I, Sir, do en- 
tertain great apprehension for the fate of my country. 1 do in my con- 
science believe that, unless the plan proposed, or some similar plan, be 
speedily adopted, great and terrible calamities \i ill befall us. fciU crtain- 
ing this opinion, I think myself bound to state it, not as a uTfeat, but 
as a reason. j I support this bill because it will improve our institutions ; 
but I support it also because it tends to preserve them, \jpiat we may 
exclude those whom it is necessary to exclude, n’e must adiruTthose whom 
it may be safe to admiy At present w'e oi)pose the schemes of revolution- 
ists with only one halt; with only one quarter of our proper force. We 
say, and we say justly, that it is not by mere numbers, but by property 
and intelligence, that the nation ought to, be governed. Yet, saying this, 
we exclude from all share in the government great masses of ]noperiy and 
intelligence, great numbers of those who are most interested in preserv- 
ing tranquillity, and who know best how to preserve it. We do more. 
We drive over to the side of revolution those whom we shut out froin 
power. Is this a time when the cause of law and order can spare one of 
its natural allies ? 

My noble friend, the Paymaster of the Forces, hapi)ily described the 
effect which some parts of our representative system would produce on 
the mind of a foreigner, who had heard much of our freedom and great- 
ness. If, Sir, I wished to make such a foreigner clearly understand what 
I consider as the great defects of our system, I would conduct him through 
that immense city which lies to the north of Great Russell Street and Ox- 
ford Street, a city superior in size and in population to the capitals of 
many mighty kingdoms ; and probably superior in opulence, intelligence, 
and general respectability, to any city in the world. I would conduct him 
through that interminable succession of streets and squares, all consisting 
of well built and well furnished houses. I would make him observe the 
brilliancy of the shops, and the crowd of well-appointed equipages. I 
would snow him that magnificent circle of palaces which surrounds the 
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Regent’s Park. I would tell him that the rental of this district was far 
greater than that of the whole kingdom of Scotland, at the time of the 
Union. And then I would tell him that this was an unrepresented dis- 
trict. It is needless to give any more instances. It is jie^ess.i o speak 
of, Maxi^ester, Birmingham, Ueeds, Sheffigld^ uy th no representation, or 
of EdinBurgh aifd' G with a mock representffion. IT a property • 

tax were now imposed on the principle that no p^oiTwKoliad less than a 
hundred and fifty pounds a year should contribute, iL^l^ild not be surprised 
to find that one half in number and value of the contnlnnbrs liadno^^ 
at all / and it would, beyond all doubt, be found that one fiftieth part in 
numt>er and value of the contributors l^d a larger share of the representa- 
tion than the other forty-nine fiftieths, u his is not government by property. 
It is government by certain detached portions and fragments of property, 
selected from the rest, and preferred to the rest, on no rational principle 
whateverj^ 

To say that such a system is ancient, is no defence. My honourable 
friend, the Member for the University of Oxford,^^al!enges us to show 
that the Constitution was ever better than it is. Sir, we are legislators, not 
antiquaries. The question for us is, not whether the Constitution was 
better formerly, but whether we can make it better now. In fact, how- 
ever, the system was not in ancient times by any means so absurd as it is 
in our age.J One noble Lordf has to-night told us that the town of Ald- 
bdrough, which he represents, was not larger in the time of Edw'ard the 
First than it is at present. The line of its walls, he assures us, may still be 
traced. It is now built up to that line. He argues, therefore, that as the 
founders of our representative institutions gave members to Aldborough 
when it was as small as it now is, those who would disfranchise it on 
account of its smallness have no right to say that they are recurring to 
the original principle of our representative institutions. But does the noble 
Lord remember the change which has taken place in the country during 
the last five centuries? Does he remember how much England has 
grown in population, while Aldborough has been standing still ? Does 
he consider, that in the time of Edward the First, the kingdom did not 
contain two millions of inhabitants? It now contains nearly fourteen 
millions. A hamlet of the present day would have been a town of some 
importance in the time of our early Parliaments. ^A^dborough may be 
a^olutely as considerable a place as cveid But compared with the 
kingdom, it is much less considerable, by the noble Lord s own showing, 
than when it first elected burgesses. My honourable friend, the Member for 
the University of Oxford, has collected numerous instances of the tyranny 
which the kings and nobles anciently exercised, both over this House and 
over the electors. VU js not s trange that, in times when nothing was held 
sacred, the rights of the people, and of the representatives of the people, 
should not have been held sacr^ The proceedings which my honourable 
friend has mentioned, no morepi*ove that, by the ancient constitution of the 
realm, this House ought to be a tool of t^ejdng and of ^he yisto craty^ 
than the BerfeVotCTmrcjtd^he^l^^ 


entitled to his personal liberty. We fesllt of thrwSdbm 
ofj^i ancestors least they were wise r than :a ae*l They 

legislated for their own times. They looked at the EnglanSwhich was 
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before them. They did not think it necessary to give twice as many Mem- 
bers to York as they gave to London, because York liad been the capital 
of Britain in the time of Constantius Chlorus ; and they would have been 
amazed indeed if they had foreseen, that a city of more than a hundred 
thousand inhabitants would be left without Representatives in the nine- 
teenth century, merely because it stood on ground which in the thirteenth 
century had been occupied by a few huts. They framed a representa- 
tive system, which, though not without defects and irregularities, was well 
adapted to the state of England in their time. But a great revolution 
took place, p^e character of the old corporations changed. New forms 
oLproperly c?ime into existence. ’ New portions of society rose into im- 
portance. There were in our rural districts rich cultivators, who were not 
ffeeHoIdeFs. There were in our capital rich traders, who were not liveiy- 
menr-'"l5w»s shrank into villages. Villages swelled into cities larger 
th an ^e Lo ndon of the I^ntagenets! Unhappily while the natural 
groWTirof society went oh, the artificial polity continued unchanged. The 
ancient fbm Of the representation remained; and precisely because the 
form remained, the spirit departed. Then came that pressure almost to 
bursting, the new wine in the old bottles, the new society under the old 
institutions. |l^is now time for us to pay a decent, a rational, a manly 
reverence to our ancestors, not by siiperstitiously adhering to what they, 
in other circumstancp, did, but by doing what they, in our circumstances, 
would have doiiej All history is full of revolutions, produced by 
causes similar to tnose which are now operating in England. |A por- 
tion of the community which had been of no account expands ahd be- 
comes strong. It demantis a place in the system, suited, not to its 
former weakness, but to its present power. If this is granted, all is 
well. If this is refused, then comes the struggle between the young 
energy of one class and the ancient privileges of another. Such was the 
struggle between the Plebeians and the Patricians of Rome. Such was 
the struggle of the Italian allies for admission to the full rights of Roman 
citizens. Such was the struggle of our North American colonies against 
the mother country. Such w^as the struggle which the Third Estate of 
France maintained against the aristocracy of birth. Such was the 
struggle which the Roman Catholics of Ireland maintained against the 
aristocracy of creed. Such is the struggle which the free people of colour 
in Jamaica are now maintaining against the aristocracy of skin. Such, 
finally, is the struggle which the middle classes in luigland are maintain- 
ing against an aristocracy of mere locality, against an aristocracy tlie 
principle of which is to invest a hundred drunken potwallopers in one 
place, or the owner of a ruined hovel in another, with jHwers which are 
withheld from cities renowned to the furth^t ends of the earth, for the 
marvels of their wealth and of their industry^ 

But these great cities, says my honouralme friend the Member for the 
University of Oxford, are virtually, though not directly, represented. 
Are not the wishes of Manchester, he asks, as much consulted as those 
of any town which sends Members to Parliament ? INow, Sir, I do not 
understand how a power which is salutary when exercised virtually can 
be noxious when exercised directlyrtTT^he wishes of Manchester have 
as fhtich weight with us as they would Have under a system which should 
give Representatives to Manch^ter, how can there be any danger in giving 
Representatives to Manchest er q A virtual Representative is, I pn^sume, 
a man who acts as a direct Representative would act : for surely U would 
be absurd to say that a man virtually represents the people oLManchester, 
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who is in the habit of saying No, when a man directly representing the 
people of Manchester would say Ay. The utmost that can be expected 
from virtual Representation is that it may be as good as direct Repre- 
sentation. If so, why not grant direct Representation to places which, 
as everybody allows, ought, by some process or other, to be represented ? 
Uf evil in T 

ther e is also an eviTm discontent ^ disgp pt^^ptj This, mdeecTJ^^ is ^e 
s^ir^st p ail.fl? our c^j It is said th^ the system works well. IcTeny 
it. I deny that a sy^m works well, which the people regard with 
aversion. We may say here, that it is a good system and a perfect 
system. But if any man were to say so to any six hundred and fifty-eight 
respectable farmers or shopkeepers, chosen by lot in any part of England, 
he would be hooted down, and laughed to scorn. Are these the feelings 
with which any part of the government ought to be regarded ? Above 
all, are these the feelings with which the popular branch of the legisla- 
ture ought to be regarded ? \lt is almost as essential to the utility of a 
House of Commons, that it should possess the confidence of the people, 
as that it should deserve that confidenc^ Unfortunately, that which is 
in theory the popular part of our government, is in practice the unpopular 
part. Who wishes to dethrone the King ? Who wishes to turn the 
Lords out of their House ? anH g pT^y radic^whom the 

boys in the street point at as ne walks along. to alter the 

constitution of this House ? The whole people. It is natural that it 
should be so. / The House of Commons is, in the language of Mr Burke, 
a check, not on the people, but for the people. While that check is 
efficient, there is no reason to fear that the King or the nobles will oppress 
the people. But if that check requires checking, how is it to be 
checked ?) ftf the sd t shall lose its savour, wherewith sh all w e sea son it? 
The diSTrusTwithwhich the nation" regards’ llus House’^may be uiyust. 
But what then? Can you remove that distrust? That it existr’caniiot 
be denied. That it is an evil cannot be denied. That it is an increasing 
evil cannot be denied. One gentleman tells us that it has been produced 
by the late events in France and Belgium ; another, that it is the effect 
of seditious works which have lately been published. \jy this feeling be 
of origin so recent, I have read history to little purpose. Sir, this alarm- 
ing discontent is not the growth of a day or of a year. If there be any 
symptoms by which it is possible to distinguish the chronic diseases of the 
body politic from its passing inflammations, all those symptoms exist in 
the present cajie. j^ The taint has been gradually becoming more extensive 
and more malignant, through the whole lifetime of two generations. JXEe 
ha^e tried anodyne We have tried cruel operations. What are w'e~ 
to try now ? Who flatters himself that he can turn this feeling back ? 
Does there remain any argument which esca|ied the comprehensive in- 
tellect of Mr Burke, or the smbtlety of Mr Windham ? Does there remain 
any species of coercion which was not tried by Mr Pitt and by Lord 
Londonderry? We have had laws. We have had blood. New treasons 
have been created. The Press has been shackled. The Habeas Coi^s 
Act has been suspended. Public meetings have been prolubited. The 
event has proved that these expedients were mere palliativS. You are 
at the end of your palliatives. The evil remains. It is more formidable 
than ever. What is to be done ? 

Under such circumstances, a great plan of reconciliation, prepared by 
the Ministers of the Crown,, has been brought before us in a manner 
which gives additional lustre to a noble nam6« inseparably associated 
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(luring two centuries with the dearest liberties of the English people.! I 
will not say, that this plan is in all its details precisely such as I mighl’ 
wish it to be ; but it is founded on a great and a sound principle. It 
takes away a vast power from a few. It distributes that power through 
the great mass of the middle ord^ Every man, therefore, who thinks as 
I think is bound to stand firmly iSy Ministers who are resolved to stand 
or fall with this measure. lWere .1 one of them, I would sooner, infinitely 
sooner,Jfall with such a measure than stand by any other means that ever 
supported a Cabinet. 

Mv honourable friend, the Member for the University of Oxford, tells 
us, triat if we pass this law, England will soon be a republic. The re- 
forjned House of Commons will, according to him, before it has sate ten 
years, depose the King, and expel the Lords from their House. Sir, if 
my honourable friend could prove thisJhe would have succeeded in bring- 
ing an argument for democracy, infiniwTy stronger than any that is to be 
found in the works of Pained My honourable friend’s proposition is in 
fact this : that our monardmcal and aristocratical institutions have no hold 
on the public mind of England ; that these institutions are regarded with 
aversion by a decided majority of the middle class. This, Sir, I say, is 
plainly deducible from his proposition ; he tells us that the Repre- 
sentatives of the middle class will inevitaoly abolish royalty and nobility 
within ten yeai;gif and there is surely no reason to think that the Repre- 
sentatives of the middle class will be more inclined to a democratic 
revolution than their constituen t^ Now, Sir, if I were convinced that 
the great body of the middle ctos in England look with aversion on 
monarchy and aristocracy, |I sl ^ould be forced, much against my will, to 
come to this conclusion, thaTmonarchical and aristocratical institutions are 
unsuited to my countr^ \^ioa?iJ'chy and aristocracy, vdyable and useful 
as I think them, are jdiU valuable aini usefu as means, and not as ends. 
The_end of j^vew the happiness of the people: and I do not con- 

ceive that, iri'a country like this, the happiness of the people can be pro- 
moted by a form of government in which the middle classes place no 
confidence, and which exists only because the middle classes have no organ 
by which to make their sentiments known. But, Sir, I am fully convinced 
that the middle classes suicerely wish to uphold the Royal prerogatives 
and the constitutional rights of the Peers. \Vhat facts does my honour- 
able friend produce in support of his opinion? One fact only ; and that 
a fact which ha« aljsolutely nothing to do with the question. The effect 
of this Reform, he tells us, would be to make the House of Commons all- 
powerful. At Wflfi _gllpnwf rf]il in the -beginning of 1649. 

i'hen it cur^JTThehead of the King, and abolished the liouse of Peers. 
Therefore, if it again has the supreme power, it will act in the same 
manner. Now, Sir, it was not the House of Commons that cut off the head 
of Charles the First ; nor was the House of Commons then allpowerful. 
It had been greatly reduced in numbers by successive expulsions. It was 
under the absolute dominion of the army. A majority of the House was 
willing to take the terms offered by the King. The soldiers turned out 
the majority ; and the minority, not a sixth part of the whole House, 
passed those votes of which my honourable friend speaks, votes of which 
the middle classes disapproved then, and of which they disapprove still. 
L^y honourable friend, and almost all the gentlemen who have taken the 
same side with him in this Debate, have dwelt much on the utility of 
close and rotten boroughs. Jf by oils uch bo rougjig^Jbgy tell 

us, that the ablest men have Geei introduced into PaiTiament. It is true 
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that many distingi\ished persons have represented places of this descrip* 
tioi^ But, Sir, we must judge of a form of government by its general 
tendency, not by happy accidents. Every form of government has its 
happy accidents. igespotj^Jms its Imppy^ccideiitsu Yet we are not 
disposed to abolish alrTo^nstltutTohal 'chedG^ to place an absolute mas- 
ter over us, and our chance whether he may be a Caligula or a 

Marcus Aurelius, ^n w hatever way the House of Commons may be 
chosen, some able meffVill be chosen in that way who would not be 
chosen in any other wa^ If there were a law that the hundred tallest 
men in England shoulcTbe Members of Parliament, there would probably 
be some able men among those who would come into the House by virtue 
of this law. If the hundred persons whose names stand first in the al- 
phabetical list of the Court Guide were made Members of Parliament, 
there would probably be able men among them. We read in ancient 
history, that a very able king was elected by the neighing of his horse ; 
but we shall scarcely, I think, adopt this mode of election. In one of the 
most celebrated republics of antiquity, Athens, Senators and Magistrates 
were chosen by lot ; and sometimes the lot fell fortunately.' Once, 
for example, Socrates was in office. A cruel and unjust proposition was 
made by a demagogue. Socrates resisted it a^):ifi^hazard of his own life. 
There is no event in Grecian history more interesting 
able resistance. Yet who would have officers appointed by lot, because 
the accident of the lot may have given to a great and good man a power 
which he would probably never have attained in any other way ? We 
must judge, as I said, by the general tendency of a system. No person 
can doubt that a House of Commons chosen freely by the middle classes, 
will contain many very able men. [l,.do not .say, that precisely the same 
able men who would find their way into the present House of Commons 
will find their way into the reformed Houses but that is not the question. 
No particular man is necessary to the State. We may depend on it that, 
if we provide the country with popular institutions, those institutions 
will provide it with great men. 

There is another objection, which, I think, was first raised by the 
honourable and learned Member for Newport.* ’jH^ tells us that the 
elective franchise is property ; that to take it away n^m a man who has 
not been judicially convicted of malpractices is robbery ; that no crime 
is proved against the voters in the close boroughs ; that no crime is even 
imputed to them in the preamble of the bill ; and that therefore to dis- 
franchise them without compensation would be an act of revolutionary 
tyraiwiy.j The honourable and learned gentleman ha§^jCQa>.pared the con- 
dpet oTihe present Ministers to that of those odiou^ools oCpoVer, 5 ^ 0 , 
towards the close of the reign of Charles the Second, seized the Chatters 
df tlie Whig Corporations. * Now, there was another precedent, whioi I 
wonder that he did not recollect, both because it is much more nearly in 
point than that to which he referred, and because my noble friend, the 
Paymaster of the P’orces, had previously alluded to it. If the elective 
franchise is property, if to disfranchise voters without a crime proved, or 
a compensation given, be robbery, was there ever such an act of robbery 
as the disfranchising of the Irish forty-shilling freeholders ? Was any 
pecuniary compensation given to them ? Is it declared in the pi*cij!il3l6 
of the bill which took away their franchise, that they had be<4i convicted 
of any offence ? Aya^ny judi ci^al inquiry instituted ipto their conj u^ 


• Mr H(nace Twiss. 
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Were they even accused of any crime? Or if you say that it was a crime 
in the electors of Clare to vote for the honourable and learned gentleman 
who now represents the county of Waterford, was a Protestant freeholder 
in Louth to be punished for the crime of a Catholic freeholder in Clare? 
If the principle of the honourable and learned Member for Newport be 
sound, the franchise of the Irish i)easant was property. That franchise 
the Ministers under whom the honourable and learned Member held office 
did not scniple to take away. Will he accuse those Ministers of robbery ? 
If not, how' can he bring such an accusation against their successors? 

Every gentleman, I think, who has spoken from the other side of the 
Mouse, has alluded to the opinions which some of His Majesty’s Minis- 
ters formerly entertained on the subject of Reform. !lt would be officuHw; 
in me, Sii) to undertake the djefenfifiju£.,gentlemen ^if1lollre so well able 
to de f^drtligTTrSeTv e say that, in my opinion, the country 

win nbnhink^'wrse either of their capacity or of their patriotism, because 
they bave shown that th^. can profit by experience, because they have 
learned to see the folly of delaying inevitable change. There are others 
who ought to have learned the same lesson. I say, Sir, that there are 
those who, \X should have thought, must have had enough to last them all 
their lives of that humiliation which follows obstinate and boastful resist- 
ance to changes rendered necessary by the progress of society, and by the 
development of* the human min<^ Is it possible that those persons can 
wish again to occupy a position N^ch can neither be defended nor sur- 
rendere<l with honour ?/ I well remember, Sir, a certain evening in the 
month of May, 1827. Tiiad not then the honour of ja seat in this House ; 
but I was an attentive observer of its proceedings. Tkejight honourable 
Baronet opposite,* personally 1 desire to speak with that high 

resi 5 ecr'\\ 1 iich I feel tor his talents and his characlerj but of whose jniblic 
coftT^TT''i«trst 5 peak with the sincerity re<]uired by my j)ublic duty, was 
th'ehj aTHels now, out of office. lie bad just resigned the seals of the 
Home Department, because he conceived that the recent ministerial 
arrangements had been too favourable to the Catholic claims. jHe rose 
to ask whether it wasjhe intention of the new Cabinet to repeal me Test 
an^C^poratioii ActSi., jand to reforin 1 ]?:^ Parliament He bound up, I 
weltTeihember, those* two questions togetlicT; and he declared that, if 
the Ministers should either attempt to repeal the 'best and Corporation 
Acts, or bring forward a measure of Parliamentary Reform, ^e slmu Id 
t hink jt his duty tn oppose them to the utniost.;? Since, that deBaration 
wai^rnade ioiir yeare nav^rtSRfi^^ ahdf what is how the state of the 
thr^ questions ' vrtiich theiT clii^y imitated the minds of men ? What 
is Income of the Test and Corporation Acts ? They are repealed. By 
whom? By the right honourable Baronet. What has become of the 
Catholic disabilities ? They are removed. By whom ? By the right 
honourable Baronet. The question of Parliamentary Reform is still be- 
hind. But signs, of which it is impossible to misconceive the import, 
do^ost clearly..ix\dicate that unless that question also be speedily settled, 
prop?rfyJ"and order, and all the institutions of this great monarchy, will 

l)e exposed (oT^tTi irp^^ |sjLpo5s[hle that gentlemen long versed in 

high these signs Is it possible that they can 

re!atl 5 n>elievFt 1 iat the Represeritafive system of England, such as it now 
is, udll last to the year i860? Jlf wV»ai would they have u.s 

W ould they h ave us wait merely that we may show b) all the vyorld how 
tittle we have"prSl^ experience L Would they have 

titoQrt Peei. 
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us wait, that we may, i3nce again hit t^ exact point where we„jCi^n neither 
refuse with authority, noF cbfttJetfe with ^ace? Would 
wait, that the numbers of the discontentecf party rnay become larger, its 
demands higher, its feelings more acrimonious, its organisation more 
complete ? ^ould they have us w^ait till the whole tragicomedy of 1827 
has been acted over again ? til! they have been brought into office by a 
cry of ^ Reform,’ to be reformers, as they were once before brought into 
office by a cry of ‘ .No Popery,^ to* be emancipa tors ^ Have" they obli- 
terated from their minds— gladly, perhaps, wouldsome among them 
obliterate from their minds — the transactions of that year ? v^d have 
they forgotten all the transactions of the succeeding year? HlTve they 
forgotten how the spirit of liberty in Ireland, debarred from its natural 
outlet, found a vent by forbidden passages ? Have they forgotten how 
we were forced to indulge the Catholics in all the license of rebdsj^ 
merely because we chose to withhold from them the liberties of subjecp? 
tUfthey wait for associations more formidable than that of the Cor^' 
Exchange, for contributions larger than the Rent, for agitators more 
fviolent than those who, three years ago, divided with the King and the 
'Parliament the sovereignty of Ireland ? Do they w^ait for that last and 
most dreadful paroxysm of popular rage, for that last and most cruel test 
of military fidelity ? Let them wait, if their past experience shall induce 
them to think that any high honour or any exquisite pleasure is to be 
obtained by a policy like this. Let them wnit^jf fg^K^l 

infatuation be indeed upon them, that they shoulcb not see with tHeir^es, 
or hear with their ears, or understand w'ith their heart. 1 But let us know 
out* interest and our duty better, 'bum where we may, within, around, 
the voice of great events is proclaiming to us, Reform, that you may 
^reserve.J, Now, therefore, while everything at home and abroad £ace- 
bpdes ruin ta those who persist in a hopeless struggle against the .spirit of 
the age, now, while the .crash of the proudest throne of the Continent E 
still resounding m our ears, now, while the roof of a British palace affords 
an igiiominious shelter to the exiled heir of forty kings, now, while we 
see on every side ancient institutions subverted, and great societies dis- 
solved, now, while the heart of England is still sound, now, while old 
feelings and old associations retain a power and a charm which may too 
soon pass away, noAjiijAjJliis ypur. aLCcepied,.iime^ ,aQw^,j,n4lu&..)WJ^^ 
of salvation, take counsel, not of prejudice,, npt of party sphlt, not |,hk. 
ignommibus pride of a fatal copsi^^jhcy, but oj^history^ jof rea^on^ of th fijuip. 
>^lch are past, of the signs of thV^psTportentous timcrp'ESlomice..m 
a^jn^nner worthy of the expectation with ^ich tEfs gjSSirdebate has b^ep 
anticipated,, and of the long remembrance which it will leave behind. 
Renew the .youth of the Stat^ 3,avc property, divided against itself. 
iSvetfie multitude, endangered by its own pngpvemabje passi og;^, ^ 
tte|'j^|^i§tC)Cfacy, endangered tiy its pvvn "urmo^Tq^^^^^ SavtT tliS 
greatest, and fairest, and most highly "cIVili^ community thaC'^^ 
existed, Tfppi calamities which may ill a sw^e.^hwjw 

rivh heritage of so many ages of wisdom and "gldif . The' danger 1 s 
terrible, "fte time is short. If this bill should o^ 'ri^ecteil, ! pray To 
God that none of those who concur in rejecting it may ever remember 
their votes with unavailing remorse, amidst tlie wreck of laws, the con- 
fusion of ranks, the spoliation of property, and the dissolution of social 
order. 
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A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the ^th of July 1831. 

On Tuesday, the fourth of July 1831, Lord John Russell moved tlie second read- 
ing of the Bill to amend the representation of the people in England and Wales. 
Sir John Walsh, member for Sudbury, moved, as an amendment, that the bill 
should be read that day six months. After a discussion, which lasted three nights, 
the amendment was rejected by 367 votes to 231, and the original motion was car- 
ried. The following Speech was made on the second night of the debate. 

Nobody, Sir, who has watched the course of the debate can have failed 
to observe that the gentlemen who oppose this bill have chiedy relied on 
a preliminary objection, which it is necessary to clear away before we 
proceed to examine whether the proposed change.s in our representative 
system would or would not be improvements. The elective franchise, 
we are told, is private j)roperty. It belongs to this freeman, to that pot- 
walloper, to the owner of this house, to the owner of that old wall ; and 
you have no more right to take it away without compensation than to 
conhscate the dividends of a fundholder or the renis of a landholder. 

Now, Sir, I admit that, if this obj'ection l)e well founded, it is decisive 
against the plan of Reform whicli has l^een submitted to us. If the 
franchise be really private property, we have no more right to take mem- 
bers away from (iatton because Gatton is small, and to give them to 
Manchester because Manchester is large, than C'yrus, in the old story, 
had to take away the big coat from the little boy and to put it on the 
big boy. In no case, and under no pretext however specious, would I 
take away from any member of the community anylliing which is of the 
nature of pnjpcrty, without giving him full compensation. But I deny 
that the elective franchise is of the nature of properly ; and I believe 
that, on this point, I have with me all rea.son, all precedent, and all 
authority. This at least is certain, that, if disfranchisement really be 
roblxjry, the representative system which now^ exists is founded on 
robbery. How was the franchise in the hjiglish counties fi.xed? By 
the act of Henry the Sixth, which disfranchised tens of thousands of 
electors who had not forty shilling freeholds. Was that robbery ? 
How was the franchise in the Irish counties fixed? By the act of 
George the Fourth, which disfranchised tens of thousands of elec- 
tors who had not ten pound freeholds. Was that robbery ? Or was the 
great parliamentary reform made by Oliver CTomwell ever designated as 
robbery, even by tho.se who most abhorred his name ? Everybody knows 
that the un.sparing manner in wdiich he disfranchished small l>oroughs 
was emulousiy applauded, by royalists, who hated him for having pulled 
down one (Nna.sty, and by republicans, who hated him for having founded 
another. Take Sir Harry Vane and Lord Clarendon, both wise men, 
both, I believe, in the main, honest men, but as much opposed to each 
other in politics as w'ise and honest men could be. Both detested Oliver ; 
yet both approved of Oliver’s plan of parliamentary reform. They 
grieved only that so salutary a change should have been made by an 
usurper. Vane wished it to have been made by the Rump ; Clarendon 
wished it to he made by the King. Clarendon’s language on this sub 
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ject is most remarkable. For he was no rash innovator. The bias of 
his mind was altogether on the side of antiquity and prescription. Yet 
he describes that great disfi*anchisement of boroughs as an improvement 
fit to be made in a more warrantable method and at a better time. The 
words were prophetic. This is that more warrantable method. This is 
that better time. What Cromwell attempted to effect by an usurped 
authority, in a country which had lately been convulsed by civil war, and 
which was with difficulty kept in a state of sullen tranquillity by military 
force, it has fallen to our lot to accomplish in profound peace, and under 
the rule of a prince whose title is unquestioned, whose office is reverenced, 
and whose person is beloved. It is easy to conceive with what scorn 
and astonishment Clarendon would have heard it said that the reform 
which seemed to him so obviously just and reasonable that he praised it, 
even when made by a regicide, could not, without the grossest iniquity, 
be made even by a lawful King and a lawful Parliament. 

Sir, in the name of the institution of property, of that great institution, 
for the sake of which, chiefly, all other institutions exist, of that great in- 
stitution to which we owe all knowledge, all commerce, all industry, all 
civilisation, all that makes us to differ from the tattooed savages of the 
Pacific Ocean, I protest against the pernicious practice of ascribing to 
that which is not property the sanctity which belongs to property alone. 
If, in order to save political abuses from that fate with which they are 
threatened by the public hatred, you claim for them the immunities of 
property, you must ext>ect that property will be regarded with some 
portion of the hatred which is excited by political abuses. You bind up 
two very different things, in the hope that they may stand together. 
'’Take heed that they do not fall together. You tell the people that it is 
as unjust to disfranchise a great lord’s nomination borough as to con- 
fiscate his estate. Take heed that you do not succeed in convincing weak 
and ignorant minds that there is no more injustice in confiscating his 
estate than in disfranchising his borough. That this is no imaginary 
danger, your own speeches in this debate abundantly prove. You begin 
by ascribing to the franchises of Old Sarum the sacredness of pro}>erty ; 
and you end, naturally enough, I must own, by treating the rights of 
property as lightly as I should be inclined to treat the franchises of Old 
Sarum. When you are reminded that you voted, only two years ago, 
foif disfranchising great numbers of freeholders in Ireland, and when you 
are asked how, on the principles which you now profess, you can justify 
that vote, you answer very coolly, “ No doubt that was confiscation. 
No doubt we took away from the peasants of Munster and Connaught, 
without giving them a farthing of compensation, that which was as much 
their property as their pigs or their frieze coats. But we did it for the 
public good. We were pressed by a great State necessity.” Sir, if that 
be an answer, we too may plead that we too have the public good in 
view, and that we are pressed by a great State necessity. But I shall 
resort to no such plea. It fills me with indignation and alarm to hear 
grave men avow what they own to be downright robbery, and justify that 
robbery on the ground of political convenience. No, Sir, there is one 
way, and only one way, in which those gentlemen who voted for the dis- 
franchising Act of 1S29 can clear their fame. Either they have no defence, 
or their defence must be this ; that the elective franchise is not of the 
nature of property, and that therefore disfranchisement is not spoliation. 

Having disposed, as I think, of the question of right, I come to the 
question of expediency. I listened, Sir, with mucli interest and plea^re 
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to a noble Lord who spoke for the first time in this debate.* But I must 
own that he did not succeed in convincing me that there is any real 
ground for the fears by which he is tormented. He gave us a history of 
h ranee since the Restoration. He told us of the violent ebbs and flows 
of public feeling in that country. He told us that the revolutionary party 
was fast rising to ascendency while M. De Gazes was minister ; that then 
came a violent reaction in favour of the monarchy and the priesthood ; 
that then the revolutionary party again became dominant ; that there had 
been a change of dynasty ; and that the Chamber of Peers had ceased to 
be a hereditary body. He then predicted, if I understood him rightly, 
that, iT we pass this bill, we shall suffer all that France has suffered ; that 
we shall have violent contests between extreme parties, a revolution, and 
an abolition of the House of Lords. I might, perhaps, dispute the 
accuracy of some parts of the noble I.ord’s narrative. But I deny that 
his narrative, accurate or inaccurate, is relevant. I deny that there is 
any analogy between the state of France and the state of England. I 
deny that there is here any great party which answers either to the 
revolutionary or to the counter-revolutionary party in France. I most 
emphatically deny that there is any resemblance in the character, and 
that there is likely to be any resemblance in the fate, of the two Houses 
of Peers. I always regardetl the hereditary Chamber established by 
Louis the Eighteenth as an institution which could not last. It was not 
in harmony with the state of property ; it was not in harmony with the 
public feeling ; it had neither the strength which Is derived from wealth, 
nor the strength which is derived from prescription. It was despised as 
plebeian by the ancient nobility. It was hated as patrician by the demo- 
crats. It belonged neither to the old France nor to the new France. It 
was a mere exotic transplanted from our island. Here it had struck its 
roots deep, and having stood during ages, was still green and vigorous. 
But it languished in the foreign soil and the foreign air, and was blown 
down by the first storm. It will be no .such easy task to uproot the 
aristocracy of Phigland. 

With much more force, at least with much more plausibility, the noble 
Lord and several other members on the other side of the House have argued 
against the proposed Reform on the ground that the existing system has 
worked well. How great a country, they say, is ours ! How eminent 
in wealth and knowledge, in arts and arms ! How much admired ! 
I Tow much envied ! Is it possible to believe that we have become what 
we are under a bad government ! And, if we have a good government, 
why alter it? Now, Sir, I am very far from denying that England is 
great, and prosperous, and highly civili.sed. I am equally far from deny- 
ing that she owes much of her greatness, of her prosperity, and of her 
civilisation to her form of government. But is no nation ever to reform 
its institutions because it has made great progress under those institutions ? 
Why, Sir, the progress is the very thing which makes the reform abso- 
lutely necessary. The Czar Peter, we all know, did much for Russia. 
But for his rude genius and energy, that country might have still been 
utterly barbarous. Yet would it be reasonable to say that the Russian 
people ought always, to the end of time, to be despotically governed, 
because the Czar Peter was a despot ? Let us remember that the govern- 
ment and the society act and react on each other. Sometimes the 
government is in advance of the society, and hurries the society forward. 


* Lord Porchester. 
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So urged, the society gains on the government, comes up with the 
government, outstrips the government, and begins to insist that the 
government shall make more speed. If the government is wise, it will 
yield to that just and natural demand. The great cause of revolutions is 
this, that while nations move onward, constitutions stand still. The 
peculiar happiness of England is that here, through many ^nerations, 
the constitution has movSi onward with the nation. Gentlemen have 
told us, that the most illustrious foreigners have, in every age, spoken 
with admiration of the English constitution. Comines, they say, in the 
fifteenth century, extolled the English constitution as the best in the 
world. Montesquieu, in the eighteenth century, extolled it as the best 
in the world. And would it not be madness in us to throw away what 
such men thought the most precious of all our blessings? But was 
the constitution which Montesquieu praised the same with the constitution 
which Comines praised? No, Sir ; if it had been so, Montesquieu never 
would have praised it. For how was it possible that a polity which ex- 
actly suited the subjects of Edward the Fourth should have exactly suited 
the subjects of George the Second ? The English have, it is true, long 
been a great and a happy people. But they have been great and happy 
because their history has been the history of a succession of timely reform.s. 
The Great Charter, the assembling of the first House of Commons, the 
Petition of Right, the Declaration of Right, the Bill which is now on our 
table, what are they all but steps in one great progress? To every one 
of those steps the same objections might have been made which we heard 
to-night, “You are better off than your neighbours are. You are better 
off than your fathers were. Why can you not leave well alone ? ” 

How copiously might a Jacobite orator have harangued on this topic in 
the Convention of 1688! “Why make a change of dynasty? Why 
trouble ourselves to devise new securities for our laws and liberties ? See 
what a nation we are. See how population and wealth have increased 
since what you call the good old times of Queen Elizabeth. You cannot 
deny that the country has been more prosperous under the kings of the 
House of Stuart than under any of their predecessors. Keep that House, 
then, and be thankful.” Just such is the reasoning of the opponents of 
this bill. They tell us that we are an ungrateful people, and that, under 
institutions from which we have derived inestimable benefits, we are more 
discontented than the slaves of the Dev of Tripoli. Sir, if we had been 
slaves of the Dey of Tripoli, we should have been too much sunk in 
intellectual and moral degradation to be capable of the rational and manly 
discontent of freemen. It is precisely because our institutions are so 
good that we are not perfectly contented with them ; for they have 
educated us into a capacity for enjoying still better institutions. That 
the English Government has generally been in advance of almost all other 
governments is true. But it is equally true that the English nation is, and 
has during some time l:)een, in advance of the English Government. One 
plain proof of this is, that nothing is so ill madeJn our island as the laws. 
In all those things which depend on the intelligence, the knowledge, the 
industry, the energy of individuals, or of voluntary combinations <3 indi- 
viduals, this country stands pre-eminent among all the countries of the 
world, ancient and modern. But in those things which it belongs to the 
State to direct, we have no such claim to superiority. Our f&lds are 
cultivated with a skill unknown elsewhere, with a skilt #}itch has extorti^ 
rich harvests from moors and moras.ses. Our housie^ ,|ite filled wltlTc^- 
veniences which the kings of former times might have envied. Our 
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bridges, our canals^ our roads, our modes of communication, fill every 
stranger with wonder. Nowhere are manufactures carried to such per- 
fection. Nowhere is so vast a mass of mechanical power collected. 
Nowhere does man exercise such a dominion over matter. These are the 
works of the nation. Compare them with the works of the rulers of the 
nation. Look at the criminal law, at the civil law, at the modes of con- 
veying lands, at the modes of conducting actions. It is by these things 
that we must judge of our legislators, just as we judge of our manufacturers 
by the cotton goods and the cutlery which they produce, just as we judge 
of our engineers by the suspension bridges, the tunnels, the steam 
carriages which they construct. Is, then, the machinery by which justice 
is administered framed with the same exquisite skill which is found in 
other kinds of machinery ? Can there be a stronger contrast than that which 
exists between the beauty, the completeness, the speed, the precision with 
which every process is performed in our factories, and the awkwardness, 
the rudeness, the slowness, the uncertainty of the apparatus by which 
offences are punished and rights vindicated ? Look at that series of penal 
statutes, the most bloody and the most inefficient in the world, at the 
puerile fictions which make every declaration and every plea unintelligible 
both to plaintiff and defendant, at the mummery of fines and recoveries, 
at the chaos of precedents, at the bottomless pit of Chancery. Surely we 
see the barbarism of the thirteenth century and the highest civilisation of 
the nineteenth century side by side ; and we see that the barbarism belongs 
to the government, and the civilisation to the people. 

This is a state of things which cannot last. If it be not terminated by 
wisdom, it will be terminated by violence. A time has come at which it 
is not merely desirable, but indispensable to the public safety, that the 
government should be brought into harmony with the people ; and it is 
because this bill seems to me likely to bring the government into harmony 
with the people, that I feel it to be my duty to give my hearty support to 
liis Majesty’s Ministers. 

We have been told, indeed, that this is not the plan of Reform which 
the nation asked for. Be it so. But you cannot deny that it is the plan 
of Reform which the nation has accepted. That, though differing in 
many respects from what was asked, it has been accepted with transports 
of joy and gratitude, is a decisive proof of the wisdom of timely conces- 
sion. Never in the history of the world was there so signal an example 
of that true statesmanship, which, at once animating and gently curbing 
the honest enthusiasm of millions, guides it safely and steadily to a happy 
goal. It is not strange, that when men are refused what is reasonable, 
they should demand what is unreasonable. It is not strange that, when 
they find that their opinion is contemned and neglected by the Legisla- 
ture, they should lend a too favourable ear to worthless agitators. We 
have seen how discontent may be produced. We have seen, too, how it 
may be appeased. We have seen that the true source of the pov er of 
clems^ogues is the obstinacy of rulers, and that a liberal Government 
makeVa conservative people. Early in the last session, the First Minister 
of the Crown declared that he would consent to no Reform ; that he 
thought our representative system, just as it stood, the masterpiece of 
human wisdom ; that, if he had to make it anew, he would make it such 
as it was, with all its represented ruins and all its unrepresented cities. 
What followed? Everything was tumult and panic. The funds fell. 
TIhb streets were insecure. Men’s hearts failed them for fear. We 
began to move bur property into Gennan investments and American 

2 1 
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investments. Such was the state of the public mind, that it was not 
thought safe to let the Sovereign pass from his palace to the Guildhall of 
his capital. What part of his kingdom is there in which His Majesty 
now needs any other guard than the affection of his loving suyects ? 
There are, indeed, still malecontents ; and they may be divided into two 
classes, the friends of corruption -and the sowers of sedition. It is 
natural that all who directly profit by abuses, and all who profit by the 
disaffection which abuses excite, should be leagued together against a bill 
which, by making the government pure, will make the nation loyal. 
There is, and always has been, a real alliance between the two extreme 
parties in this country. They play into each other’s hands. They live 
by each other. Neither would have any influence if the other were taken 
away. The demagogue would have no audience but for the indignation 
excited among the multitude by the insolence of the enemies of Reform : 
and the last hope of the enemies of Ifleform is in the uneasiness excited 
among all who have anything to lose by the ravings of the demagogue. 

I see, and glad I am to see, that the nation perfectly understands and 
justly appreciates this coalition between those who hate all liberty and 
those who hate all order. England has spoken, and spoken out. 
Prom her most opulent seaports, from her manufacturing towns, from 
Aer capital and its gigantic suburbs, from almost every one of her 
counties, has gone forth a voice, answering in no doubtful or faltering 
accent to that truly royal voice which appealed on the twenty- second of 
last April to the sense of the nation. 

So clearly, indeed, has the sense of the nation been expressed, that 
scarcely any person now ventures to declare himself hostile to ail Reform. 
We are, it seems, a House of Reformers. Those very gentlemen who, 
a few months ago, were vehement against all change, now own that 
some change may be proper, may be necessary. I'hey assure us that 
their opposition is directed, not against Parliamentary Reform, but against 
tlte particular plan which is now before us, and that a Tory Ministry 
would devise a much better plan. I cannot but think that these tactics 
are unskilful. 1 cannot but think that, when our opponents defended 
the existing system in every part, they occupied a stronger position than 
at present. As my noble friend the Paymaster-General said, they have 
Committed an error resembling that of the Scotch army at Dunbar. 
They have left the high ground from which we might have had some 
difficulty in dislodging them. They have come down to low ground, 
where they are at our mercy. Surely, as Cromwell said, surely the Lord 
hath delivered them into our hand. 

For, Sir, it is impossible not to perceive that almost every argument 
which they have urged against this Reform Bill may be urged with equal 
force, or with greater force, against any Reform Bill which they can them- 
selves bring in. 

First take, what, indeed, are not arguments, but wretched substitutes 
for arguments, those vague terms of reproach, which have been so largely 
employed, here and elsewhere, by our opponents ; revolutionaiy, anar- 
chical, traitorous, and so forth. It will, I apprehend, hardly be disputed 
that these epithets can be just as easily applied to one Reform Bill as to* 
another. 

But, you say, intimidation has been used to promote the par sing of this 
bill ; and it would-be disgraceful, and of evil example, that Parliamettt 
should yield to intimidation.' But surely, if that argument be of ahy 
force against the present bill, it will be of tenfold force against any Re- 
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form Bill proposed by you. For this bill is the work of men who are 
Reformers from conscientious conviction, of men, some of whom were Re- 
formers when Reformer was a name of reproach, of men, all of whom 
were Reformers before the nation had begun to demand Reform in im- 
perative and menacing tones. But you are notoriously Reformers merely 
from fear. You are Reformers under duress. If a concession is to be 
made to the public importunity, you can hardly deny that it will be made 
with more grace arid dignity by Lord Grey than by you. 

Then you complain of the anomalies of the bill. ()ne county, you say, 
will have twelve members ; and another county, which is larger and more 
populous, will have only ten. Some towns, which are to have only one 
member, are more considerable than other towns which are to have two. 
Do those who make these objections, objections which by the by will 
be more in place when the bill is in committee, seriously mean to say 
that a Tory Reform Bill will leave no anomalies in the representative 
system ? For my owm part, I trouble myself not at all about anomalies, 
considered merely as anomalies. I w'ould not take the trouble of lifting 
up my hand to get rid of an anomaly that was not also a grievance. But 
if gentlemen have such a horror of anomalies, it is strange that they 
should so long have persisted in upholding a system made up of anomalies 
far greater than any that can l)e found in this bill (a cry of A'o !). Yes ; 
far greater. Answer me, if you can ; but do not interrupt me. On this 
point, indeed, it is much easier to interrupt than to answer. For who 
can answer plain arithmetical demonstration ? Under the present system, 
Manchester, with two hundred thousand inhabitants, has no members. 
Old Sarum, wdth no inhabitants, has tw-o members. Find me such an 
anomaly in the schedules which are now on the table. But is it possible 
that you, that Tories, can seriously mean to adopt the only plan wdiich 
can remove all anomalies from the representative system ? Are you pre- 
pared to have, after every decennial census, a new distribution of mem- 
bers among electoral districts? Is your plan of Reform that which Mr 
Canning satirised as the most crazy of all the projects of the disciples of 
Tom Paine ? Do you really mean 

“That each fair burgh, numerically free, 

Shall choose its members by the rule of three?” 

If not, let us hear no more of the anomalies of the Reform Bill. 

But your great objection to this bill is that it will not be final. I ask 
you whether you think that any Reform Bill which you can frame 
will be final? For my part I do believe that the setilement proposed 
by ITis Majesty’s Ministers wdll be final, in the only sense in which 
a wise man ever uses that word. I believe that it will last during that 
time for which alone we ought at present to think of legislating. Another 
generation may find in the new representative system defects such as we 
find in the old representative system. Civilisation will proceed. Wealth 
will increase. Industry and trade will find out new seats. The same 
causes which have turned so many villages into great towns, which have 
Wrned so many thousands of square miles of fir and heath into cornfields 
and orchards, will continue to ojierate. Who can say that a hundred 
years hence there may not be, on the shore of some desolate and silent 
bay in the Hebrides, another Liverpool, with its docks and warehouses 
and endless forests of ,p«ists ? Who can say that the huge chimneys of 
another Manchester i]|ay not rise in the wilds of Connemara? For our 
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children we do not pretend to legislate. All that we can do for them is 
to le»ave to them a memorable example of the manner in which great re- 
forms ought to be made. In the only sense, therefore, in which a states- 
man ought to say that anything is final, I pronounce this bill final. But 
in what sense will your bill be final ? Suppose that you could defeat the 
Ministers, that you could displace them, that you could form a Govern- 
ment, that you could obtain a majority in this House, what course would 
events take ? There is no difficulty in foreseeing the stages of the rapid 
progress downward. First we should have a mock reform ; a Bassietlaw 
reform ; a reform worthy of those politicians who, when a delinquent 
borough had forfeited its franchise, and when it was necessary for them to 
determine what they would do with two seats in Parliament, deliberately 
gave those seats, not to Manchester or Birmingham or Leeds, not to 
Lanca.shire or Stafford.shire or Devonshire, but to a constituent body 
studiously selected because it was not large and because it was not inde- 
pendent ; a reform worthy of those politicians who, only twelve months 
ago, refused to give members to the three greatest manufacturing towns in 
the world. We should have a reform which would produce all the evils 
and none of the benefits of change, which would take away from the re- 
presentative system the foundation of prescription, and yet would not 
substitute the surer foundation of reason and public good. The people 
would be at once emboldened and exasperated ; emboldened because they 
would see that they had frightened the Tories into making a pretence of 
reforming the Parliament ; and exasperated because they would see that 
the Tory Reform was a mere pretence. Then would come agitation, 
tumult, ix>litical associations, libels, inflammatory harangues. Coercion 
would only aggravate the evil. This is no age, this is no country, for the 
war of power against opinion. Those Jacobin mountebanks, whom this 
bill would at once send back to their native obscurity, would rise into 
fearful importance. The law would be sometimes braved and sometimes 
evaded. In short, England would soon be what Ireland was at the be- 
ginning of 1829. Then, at length, as in 1829, would come the late and 
vain repentance. Then, Sir, amidst the generous cheers of the Whigs, 
who will be again occupying their old seats on your left hand, and amidst 
the indignant rnurmurs of those stanch Tories who are now again trust- 
ing to be again betrayed, the right honourable Baronet opposite will rise 
from the Treasury Bench to propose that bill on which the hearts of the 
people are set. But will that bill be then accepted with the delight and 
thankfulness with which it was received last Marcli ? Remember Ireland. 
Remember how, in that country, concessions too long delayed were at last 
received. That great boon which in 1801, in 1813, in 1825, would have 
won the hearts of millions, given too late, and given from fear, only pro- 
duced new clamours and new dangers. Is not one such lesson enough for 
one generation ? A noble Ixird opposite told us not to expect that this 
bill will have a conciliatory effect. Recollect, he said, ..bpw the French 
aristocracy surrendered their privileges in 1789, and how Ibat surrender 
was requited. Recollect that Day of Sacrifices which was afterwards 
called the Day of Dupes. Sir, that day was afterwards called the Day 
of Dupes, not because it was the Day of Sacrifices, but because it was the 
Day of Sacrifices too long deferred. It was because the French aristo- 
cracy resisted refoim in 1 783, that they were unable to resist revolution in 
1789. It was because they clung too long to odious exemptions and dis- 
tinctions, that they were at las! unable to save tTfefr lands, their mansions, 
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their heads. They would not endure Turgot : and they had to endure 
Robespierre. 

I am far indeed from wishing that the Members of this House should 
be influenced by fear in the bad and unworthy sense of that word. But 
there is an honest and honourable fear, which well becomes those who 
are intrusted with the dearest interests of a great community ; and to that 
fear I am not ashamed to make an earnest appeal. It is very well to talk 
of confronting sedition boldly, and of enforcing the law against those who 
would disturb the public peace. No doubt a tumult caused by local and 
temporary irritation ought to be suppressed with promptitude and vigour. 
Such disturbances, for example, as those which Lord George Gordon 
rai.sed in 17^, should be instantly put down with the strong hand. But 
woe to the Government which cannot distinguish between a nation and a 
mob ! Woe to the Government which thinks that a great, a steady, a 
long continued movement of the public mind is to be stopped like a street 
riot ! This error has been twice fatal to the great House of Bourbon. 
God be praised, our rulers have been wiser. The golden opportunity 
which, if once suffered to escape, might never have been retrieved, has 
been .seized. Nothing, I firmly believe, can now prevent the passing 
of this noble law, this second Bill of Rights. [Murmurs.] Yes, I call 
it, and the nation calls it, and our jmsterity will long call it, this second 
Bill of Rights, this Greater Charter of the Liberties of England. The 
year 1831 will, I trust, exhibit the first example of the manner in which 
it behoves a free and enlightened people to purify their jwlity from old 
and deeply seated abuses, without bloodshed, without violence, without 
rapine, all points freely debated, all the forms of senatorial deliberation 
punctiliously observed, industry and trade not for a moment interrupted, 
the authority of law not for a moment suspended. These are things of 
whicli we may well be proud. These are things which swell the heart up 
with a good hope for the destinies of mankind. I cannot but anticipate 
a long series of happy years ; of years during which a parental Govern- 
ment will be firmly supported by a grateful nation : of yeai*s during which 
war, if war should be inevitable, will find us an united people ; of years 
pre-eminently distinguished by the progress of arts, by the improvement 
of laws, by the augmentation of the public resources, by the diminution 
of the public burdens, by all those victories of peace, in which, far more 
than in any military successes, consists the true felicity of states, and the 
true glory of statesmen. With .such hopes. Sir, and such feelings, I give 
iny cordial assent to the second reading of a bill which I consider as in 
itself deserving of the w'armest approbation, and as indispensably neces- 
sary, in the present temper of the public mind, to the repose of the coun- 
try and to the stability of the throne. 
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A SPEECH 

Belivered in the House of Commons on the 20TH 
OF September 1831. 

Monday, the nineteenth of Septembi r, 1831, the Bill to amend the representation 
of the people in England and Wales was read a third time, at an early hour and 
in a thin house, without any debate. But on the question whether the Bill should 
pass a discussion arose which lasted three nights. On the morning of the twenty- 
second of September the House divided ; and the Bill passed by 345 voles to 236. 
The following Speech was made on the second night of the debate. 

It is not without great diffidence, Sir, that I rise to address you on a 
subject which has been nearly exTiaustecl. Indeed, I should not have risen 
had I not thouglit that, though the arguments on this question are for the 
most part old, our situation at present is in a great measure new. At 
length the Reform Bill, having passed without vital injury through all 
the dangers which threatened it, during a long and minute discussion, 
from the attacks of its enemies and from the dissen.sions of its friends, 
comes before us for our final ratification, altered, indeed, in some of its 
details for the better, and in some for the worse, but in its great principles 
still the same bill which, on the first of March, was proposed to the late 
Parliament, the same bill whicli was received with joy and gratitude by 
the whole nation, the same bill which, in an instant, took away the power 
of interested agitators, and united in one firm body all the sects of sincere 
Reformers, the same bill which, at the late election, received the appro- 
bation of almost every great constituent body in the empire. With a 
confidence which discussion has only strengthened, with an assured hope 
of great public blessings if the wish of the nation .shall be gratified, with 
a deep and solemn apprehension of great public calamities if that wish 
shall be disappointed, I, for the last time, give my most hearty assent to 
this noble law, destined, I trust, to be the parent of many good laws, and, 
through a long series of years, to secure the repose and promote the 
prosperity of my country. 

When I say that I expect this bill to promote the prosperity of the 
country, 1 by no means intend to encourage those chimerical hopes 
which the honourable and learned Member for Rye,"*^ who has so much 
distinguished himself in this debate, has imputed to the Reformers. The 
people, he says, are for the bill, because they expect that it will im- 
mediately relieve all their distresses. Sir, 1 believe that very few of that 
large and resjjectable class which we are now about to admit to a share 
of political power entertain any such absurd expectation. They expect 
relief, I doubt not ; and I doubt not that they will find it : but sudden 
relief they are far too wise to expect. The bill, says the honourable and 
learned gentleman, is good for nothing : it is merely theoretical : it re- 
moves no real and sensible evil : it will not give the people more work, 
or higher wages, or cheaper lyread. Undoubtedly, Sir, the bill will not 
immediately give all those things to the people. But will any institutions 
* Mr Fcmb«iton. 
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give them all those things ? Do the present institutions of the country 
secure to them those advantages ? If we are to pronounce the Reform 
Bill good for nothing, because it will not at once raise the nation from 
distress to prosperity, what are we to say of that system under which the 
nation has been of late sinking from prosperity into distress? The 
defect is not in the Reform Bill, but in the very nature of government. 
On the physical condition of the great body of the people, government 
acts not as a specific, but as an alterative. Its operation is powerful, 
indeed, and certain, but gradual and indirect. The business of govern- 
ment is not directly to make the people rich, but to protect them in 
making themselves rich ; and a government which attempts more than this 
is precisely the government which is likely to perform less. Govern- 
ments do not and cannot support the people. We have no miraculous 
powers ; we have not the rod of the Hebrew lawgiver : we cannot rain 
down bread on the multitude from Heaven : we cannot smite the rock 
and give them to drink. We can give them only freedom to employ 
their industry to the best advantage, and security in the enjoyment of 
what their industry has acquired. These advantages it is our duty to give 
at the smallest possible cost. The diligence and forethought of in- 
dividuals will thus have fair play ; and it is only by the diligence and fore- 
thought of individuals that the community can become prosj)erous. 
I am not aware that His Majesty’s Ministers, or any of the sup- 
porters of this bill, have encouraged the people to hope, that Reform 
will remove distress, in any other way than by this indirect process. 
By this indirect process the bill will, I feel assured, conduce to the 
national prosperity. If it had been passed fifteen years ago, it would 
have saved us from our present embarrassments. If we pass it now, it 
will gradually extricate us from them. It will secure to us a House of 
Commons, which, by preserving peace, by destroying monopolies, by 
taking away unnecessary public burthens, by judiciously distributing 
necessary public burthens, will, in the progress of time, greatly improve 
our condition. This it will do ; and those who blame it for not doing 
more blame it for not doing what no Constitution, no code of laws, ever 
did or ever will do ; what no legislator, who was not an ignorant and un- 
principled quack, ever ventured to promise. 

But chimerical as are the hopes which the honourable aird learned 
Member for Rye imputes to the people, they are not, I think, more 
chimerical than the fears which he has himself avowed. Indeed, those 
very gentlemen who are constantly telling us that we are taking a leap in 
the dark, that we pay no attention to the lessons of experience, that we 
are mere theorists, are themselves the despisers of experience, are them- 
selves the mere theorists. They are terrified at the thought of admitting 
into Tarliament members elected by ten pound householders. 'I’liey have 
formed in their own imaginations a most frightful idea of these members. 
My honourable and learned friend, the Member for Cockermouth,* is 
certain that these members will take every opportunity of promoting the 
interests of the journeyman in opposition to those of the capitalist. The 
honourable and learned Member for Rye is convinced that none but per- 
sons who have strong local connections, will ever be returned for such 
constituent bodies. My honourable friend, the Member for lhetford,t 
tells us, that none but mob orators, men who are willing to pay the basest 
court to the multitude, will have any chance. Other speakers have gone 
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still further, and have describetl to us the future borough members as so 
many Marats and Santerres, low, fierce, desperate men, who will turn 
the House into a bear-garden, and who will try to turn the monarchy into 
a republic, mere agitators, without honour, without sense, without educa- 
tion, without the feelings or the manners of gentlemen. Whenever, 
during the course of the fatiguing discussions by which we have been so 
long occupied, there has been a cry of question,” or a noise at the bar, 
the orator who has l)een interrupted has remarked, that such proceedings 
will be quite in place in the Reformed Parliament, but that we ought to 
remember that the House of Commons is still an assembly of gentlemen. 
This, I say, is to set up mere theory, or rather mere prejudice, in opposi- 
tion to long and ample experience. Are the gentlemen who talk thus 
ignorant that w^e have already the means of judging what kind of men 
the ten pound householders will send up to parliament? Are they 
ignorant that there are even now large towns with very popular franchises, 
with franchises even more democratic than those which will be bestowed* 
by the present bill ? Ought they not, on their own principles, to look 
at the results of the experiments which have already been made, instead 
of predicting frightful calamities at random ? How do the facts which 
are before us agree with their theories? Nottingham is a city with 
a franchise even more democratic than that which this bill establishes. 
Does Nottingham send hither mere vulgar demagogues? It retunis two 
distinguished men, one an advocate, the other a soldier, both uncon- 
nected with the town. Every man paying scoc and lot lias a vote at 
Leicester. This is a lower franchise than the ten pound franchise. Do we 
find that the Members for Leicester are the mere tools of th« journeymen ? 
I was at Leicester during the contest of 1826; and I recollect that the 
suffrages of the scot and lot voters were pretty equally divided’between 
two candidates, neither of them connected with the place, neither 
of them a slave of the mob, one a Tory Baronet from Derbyshire, the 
other a most respectable and excellent friend of mine, connected with 
the manufacturing interest, and also an inhabitant of Derbyshire. Look 
at Norwich. Look at Northampton, with a franchise more democratic 
than even the scot and lot franchise. Northampton formerly returned Mr 
Perceval, and now returns gentlemen of high respectability, gentlemen 
who have a great stake in the prosperity and tranquillity of the country. 
Look at the metropolitan districts. This is an a fortiori case. Nay it is 
— the expression, I fear, is awkward — an a fortiori case at two removes. 
The ten pound householders of the metropolis are persons in a lower 
station 01 life than the ten pound householders of other towns. The scot 
and lot franchise in the metropolis is again lower than the ten pound fran- 
chise. Yet have Westminster and Southwark been in the habit of send- 
ing us members of whom we have had reason to be ashamed, of whom 
we have not had reason to be proud ? I do not say that the inhabitants 
of Westminster and Southwark have always expressed their political 
sentiments with proper moderation. That is not the question. The 
question is this ; what kind of men have they elected ? The very prin- 
ciple of all Representative government is, that men who do not judge 
well of public affairs may be quite competent to choose others who will 
judge better. Whom, then, have Westminster and Southwark sent us 
during the last fifty years, years full of great events, years of intense 
popular excitement ? Take any one of those nomination boroughs, the 
patrons of which have conscientiously endeavoured to send fit men 
into this House. Compare the Members for that borough with the 
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Mt^mbers for Westminster and Southwark ; and you will have no doubt 
to which the preference is due. It is needless to mention Mr Fox, 
Mr Sheridan, Mr Tiemey, Sir Samuel Romilly. Yet I must pause at the 
name of Sir Samuel Romilly, Was he a mob orator? Was he a servile 
flatterer of the multitude ? Sir, if he had any fault, if there was any 
blemish on that most serene and spotless character, that character which 
every public man, and especially every professional man engaged in poli- 
tics, ought to propose to himself as a model, it was this, that he despised 
popularity too much and too visibly. The honourable Member for Thet- 
ford told us that the honourable and learned Member for Rye, with all his 
talents, would have no chance of a seat in the Reformed Parliament, for 
want of the qualifications which succeed on the hustings. Did Sir Samuel 
Romilly ever appear on the hustings of Westminster? He never solicited 
one vote ; he never showed himself to the electors, till he had been re- 
turned at the head of the poll. Even then, as I have heard from one of his 
nearest relatives, it was with reluctance that he submitted to be chaired. 
He shrank from being made a show. He loved the people, and he 
served them ; but Coriolanus himself was not less fit to canvass them. I 
will mention one other name, that of a man of whom I have only a 
childish recollection, but who must have l:)een intimately known to many 
of those who hear me, Mr Henry Thornton. He was a man eminently 
upright, honourable, and religious, a man of strong understanding, a man 
of great political knowledge ; but, in all respects, the very reverse of a 
mob orator. He was a man who would not have yielded to what he con- 
sidered as unreasonable clamour, I will not say to save his seat, but to 
save his life. Yet he continued to represent Southwark, Parliament after 
Parliament, for many years. Such has been the conduct of the scot and 
lot voters of the metropolis ; and there is clearly less reason to expect 
democratic violence from ten pound householders than from scot and lot 
householders ; and from ten pound householders in the country towns 
than from ten pound householders in London. Experience, T say, there- 
fore, is on our side ; and on the side of our opponents nothing but mere 
conjecture and mere assertion. 

Sir, when this bill was first brought forward, I .sn])ported it, not only on the 
ground of its intrinsic merits, but, also, because I was convinced that to reject 
it would be a course full of danger, I believe tliat the danger of that course 
is in no respect diminished. I believe, on the contrary, that it is in- 
creased. We are told that there is a reaction. The warmth of the public 
feeling, it seems, has abated. In this story both the sections of the party 
opposed to Reform are agreed ; those who hate Reform, because it will 
remove abuses, and tho.se who hate it, becau.se it will avert anarchy; 
those who wish to see the electing iK>dy controlled by ejectments, 
and those who wish to see it controlled by riots. 'Phey must now, 
I think, be undeceived. They must have already discovered that the 
surest way to prevent a reaction is to talk about it, and that the enthu- 
siasm of the j^ople is at once rekindled by any indiscreet mention of 
their seeming coolness. This, Sir, is not the first reaction which the 
sagacity of the Opposition has discovered since the Reform Bill was 
brought in. Every gentleman who sat in the late Parliament, every 
gentleman who, during the sitting of the late Parliament, paid attention 
to political speeches and publications, must re^nember how, for some 
time before uie debate on General Gascoyne’s motion, and during the 
debate on that motion, and down to the very day of the dissolution, we 
ivere told that public feeling had cooled. The right honourable Baronet, 
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the Member for Tam worth, told us so. All the literary organs of the 
Opposition, from the Quarterly Review down to the Morning Post, told 
us so. All the Members of the Opposition with whom we conversed in 
private told us so. I have in my eye a noble friend of mine, M'ho assured 
me, on the very night which preceded the dissolution, that the people 
had ceased to be zealous for the Ministerial plan, and that we were more 
likely to lose than to gain by the elections. The appeal was made to the 
people ; and what was the result ? What sign of a reaction appeared 
among the Livery of London? What sign of a reaction did the honour- 
able Baronet who now represents Okehampton find among the free- 
holders of Cornwall?* How was it with the large represented towns? 
Had Liverpool cooled? or Bristol? or Leicester? or Coventry? or Not- 
tingham ? or Norwich ? How was it with the great seats of manufacturing 
industry, Yorkshire, and Lancashire, and Staffordshire, and Warwick- 
shire, and Cheshire? How was it with the agricultural districts, North- 
umberland and Cumberland, Leicestershire and Lincolnshire, Kent and 
Essex, Oxfordshire, Hampshire, Somersetshire, Dorsetshire, Devonshire? 
How was it with the strongholds of aristocratical influence, Newark, and 
Stamford, and Hertford, and St Alban’s? Never did any people display, 
within the limits prescribed by law', so generous a fervour, or so steadfast 
■a determination, as that very people whose apparent languor had just 
before inspired the enemies of Reform with a delusive hope. 

Such w'as the end of the reaction of April ; and, if that lesson shall not 
profit those to whom it was given, such and yet more signal will be the 
end of the reaction of Septeml)er. d'he two cases are strictly analogous. 
In both cases the people were eager when they believed the bill to be in 
danger, and quiet when they believed it to be in security. During the 
three or four weeks which followed the promulgation of the Ministerial 
plan, all w'as joy, and gratitude, and vigorous exertion. Evei 7 where 
meetings were held ; everywhere resolutions were passed : from every 
quarter were sent up petitions to this House, and addresses to the Throne ; 
and then the nation, having given vent to its first feelings of delight, having 
clearly and strongly expressed its o[)inion.s, having seen the principle of 
the bill adopted by the House of Commons on the second reading, became 
composed, and awaited the result with a tranquillity which the Opposi- 
tion mistook for indifference. All at once the aspect of affairs changed. 
General Gascoyne’s amendment was carried : the bill was again in 
danger ; exertions were again necessary, d'hen was it well seen whether 
the calmness of the public mind w'^as any indication of indifference. The 
depth and sincerity of the prevailing sentiments w ere proved, not by mere 
talking, but by actions, by votes, by sacrifices. Intimidation was defied ; 
expenses were rejected ; old ties were broken : the people struggled man- 
fully : they triumphed gloriously : they placed the bill in perfect security, 
as far as this house was concerned ; and they returned to their repose* 
They are now, as they were on the eve of General Gascoyne’s motion, 
awaiting the issue of the deliberations of Parliament, without any indecent 
show of violence, but with anxious interest and immovable resolution. 
And because they are not exhibiting that noi.sy and rapturous enthusiasm 
which is in its own nature transient, because they arelidras much excited 
as on the day when the plan of the Government was first made known to 
them, or on the day when the late Parliament was dissolved, because 
they do not go on week aftg- week, hallooing, and holding meetings, 
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and marching about with flags, and making bonfires, and illuminating 
their houses, we are again told that there is a reaction. To such a degree 
can men be deceived by their wishes, in spite of their own recent expe- 
rience. Sir, there is no reaction ; and there will be no reaction. All 
that has been said on this subject convinces me only that those who are 
now, for the second time, raising this C17, know nothing of the crisis in 
which they are called on to act, or of the nation which they aspire to 
govern. All their opinions respecting this bill are founded on one great 
error. They imagine that the public feeling concerning Reform is a 
mere whim which sprang up suddenly out of nothing, and which will as 
suddenly vanish into nothing. They, therefore, confidently expect a reac- 
tion. They are always looking out for a reaction. Eveiything that they 
see, or that they hear, they constnie into a sign of the approach of this 
reaction. They resemble the man in Horace, who lies on the bank of 
the river, expecting that it will eveiy moment pass by and leave him a 
clear passage, not knowing the depth and abundance of the fountain 
which feeds it, not knowing that it flows, and will flow on for ever. 
They have found out a hundred ingenious devices by which they deceive 
themselves. Sometimes they tell us that the public feeling about Reforra 
was caused by the events which took place at i\'iris about fourteen monthi 
ago ; though every observant and impartial man knows, that the excite- 
ment which the late French revolution produced in England was not the 
cause but the effect of that progress which liberal opinions had made 
amongst us. Sometimes they tell us that we should not have been 
troubled with any complaints on the subject of the Representation, if the 
House of Commons had agreed to a certain motion, made in the session 
of 1830, for inquiry into the causes of the public distress. I remember 
nothing about that motion, except that it gave rise to the dullest debate 
ever known ; and the country, 1 am firmly convinced, cared not one 
straw about it. But is it not strange that men of real alfility can deceive 
themselves so grossly, as to think that any change in the government of a 
foreign nation, or the rejection of any single motion, however popular, 
could all at once raise up a great, rich, enlightened nation, against its 
ancient institutions? Could such .small drops have produced an over- 
flowing, if the vessel had not already been filled to the very brim? These 
explanations are incredil)le, and if they were credible, would be anything 
but consolatory. If it were really true that the English people had taken 
a sudden aversion to a representative system which they had always 
loved and admired, because a single division in Parliament had gone 
against their wishes, or because, in a foreign country, in circumstances 
bearing not the faintest analogy to those in which we are placed, a 
change of dynasty had hapi>ened, what hope could we have for such a 
nation of madmen ? How could we expect that the present form of go- 
vernment, or any form of government, would be durable amongst thein ? 

Sir, the public feeling concerning Reform is of no such recent origin, 
and springs from no such frivolous causes. Its first taint commencement 
may he traced far, very far, back in our history. During seventy years 
that feeling has had a great influence on the public mind. Through the 
first thirty years of the 'reign of George the 'I'hird, it was gradually in- 
creasing. The great leaders of the two parties in the State were favour- 
able to Refonn. Plans of reform were supported by large and most 
respectable minorities in the House of Commons. The French Revolu-' 
tion, filling the higher and middle classes with an extreme dread of 
change, and the war calling aw'ay the public attention from internal to 
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external politics, threw the question back ; but the people never lost 
sight of it. Peace came, and they were at leismre to think of domestic 
improvements. Distress came, and they suspected, as was natural, that 
their distress was the effect of unfaithful stewardship and unskilful legis- 
lation. An opinion favourable to Parliamentary Reform grew up rapidly, 
and became strong among the middle classes. But one tie, one strong 
tie, still bound those classes to the Tory party. I mean the Catholic 
Question. It is impossible to deny that, on that subject, a large propor- 
tion, a majority, I fear, of the middle class of Englishmen, conscientiously 
held opinions opposed to those which I have always entertained, and were 
disposed to sacrifice every other consideration to what they regarded as a 
religious duty. Thus the Catholic Question hid, so to speak, the question 
of Parliamentary Reform. The feeling in favour of Parliamentary Reform 
grew, but it grew in the shade. Every man, I think, must have observed 
the progress of that feeling in his own social circle. But few Reform 
meetings were held, and few petitions in favour of Reform presented. At 
length the Catholics were emancipated ; the solitary link of sympathy 
which attached the people to the Tories -was broken ; the cry of “No 
Popery” could no longer be opposed to the cry of “Reform.” That 
which, in the opinion of the two great parties in Parliament, and of a 
vast portion of the commuuity, had been the first question, suddenly dis- 
appeared ; and the question of Parliamentary Reform took the first place. 
Then was put forth all the strength which had been growing in silence 
and obscurity. Then it appeared that Reform had on its side a coalition 
of interests and opinions qpip.recedented in our history, all the liberality 
and intelligence which had supported the Catholic claims, and all the 
clamour which had opposed them. 

This, I believe, is the true history of that public feeling on the subject of 
Reform which has been ascribed to causes quite inadequate to the pro- 
duction of such an effect. If ever there was in the history of mankind a 
national sentiment which was the very opposite of a caprice, with which 
accident had nothing to do, which was produced by the slow, steady, cer- 
tain progress of the human mind, it is the sentiment of the English people 
on the subject of Reform. Accidental circumstances may have brought 
that feeling to maturity in a particular year, or a particular month. That 
point I will not dispute ; for it is not worth disputing. But those acci- 
dental circumstances have brought on Reform, only as the circumstance 
that, at a jiarticular time, indulgences were offered for sale in a particular 
town in Saxony, brought on the great separation from the Church of Rome. 
In both cases the public mind was prepared to move on the slightest impulse. 

Thinking thus of the j)ublic opinion concerning Reform, being con- 
vinced that this opinion is the mature product of lime and of discussion, 
I expect no reaction. I no more expect to see my countrymen again 
content with the mere semblance of a Representation, than to see them 
again drowning witches or burning heretics, trying causes by red hot 
ploughshares, or offering up human sacrifices to wicker idols. 1 no more 
expect a reaction in favour of Gatton and Old Sarum, than a reaction 
in favour of Thor and Odin. I should think such a reaction almost as 
much a miracle as that the sliadow should *go back upon the dial. 
Revolutions produced by violence are often followed by reactions ; the 
victories of reason once gained, are gained for eternity. 

In fact, if there be, in the*present aspect of public affairs, any sign 
peculiarly full of evil omen to the opponents of Reform, it is that vei^ 
C^ainess of the public mind on which they found their expectation 
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success. They think that it is the calmness of indifference. It is the 
calmness of confident hope : and in proportion to the confidence of hope 
will be the bitterness of disappointment. Disappointment, indeed, I do 
not anticii>ate. That we are certain of success in this House is now acknow- 
ledged ; and our opponents have, in consequence, during the whole of 
this Session, and particularly during the present debate, addressed their 
arguments and exhortations rather to the Lords than to the assembly of 
which they are themselves Members. Their principal argument has 
always been, that the bill will destroy tlie peerage. The honourable and 
learned Member for Rye has, in plain terms, called on the Barons of 
England to save their order from democratic encroachments, by rejecting 
this measure. All these arguments, all these appeals, being interpreted, 
mean this : “ Proclaim to your countrymen that you have no common 
interests with them, no common sympathies with them ; that you can be 
powerful only by their weakness, and exalted only by their degradation ; 
that the corruption which disgusts them, and the oppression against which 
their spirit rises up, are indispensable to your authority ; that the freedom 
and purity of election are incompatible with the very existence of your 
House. Give them clearly to understand that your power rests, not as 
they have hitherto imagined, on their rational convictions, or on their 
habitual veneration, or on your own great property, but on a system 
fertile of political evils, fertile also of low iniquities of which ordinary 
justice takes cognisance. Bind up, in inseparable union, the privileges 
of your estate with the grievances of ours : resolve to stand or fall with 
abuses visibly marked out for destruction : tell the people that they are 
attacking you in attacking the three holes in the wall, and that they shall 
never get rid of the three holes in the wall, till they have got rid of you ; 
that a hereditary peerage and a representative assembly, can co-exist only 
in name, and that, if they will have a real House of Peers, they must be 
content with a mock House of Commons.^’ This, I say, is the advice 
given to the Lords by those who call themselves the friends of aristocracy. 
That advice so pernicious will not be followed, I am well assured ; yet I 
cannot but listen to it with uneasiness. I cannot but wonder that it 
should proceed from the lips of men who are constantly lecturing us on the 
duty of consulting history and experience. Plave they never heard what 
effects counsels like their own, when too faithfully followed, have pro- 
duced ? Have they never visited that neighbouring country, which still 
presents to the eye, even of a passing stranger, the signs of a great 
dissolution and renovation of society ? Have they never walked by those 
stately mansions, now sinking into decay, and portioned out into lodging 
rooms, which line the silent streets of the Faubourg St Germain ? Have 
they never seen the ruins of those castles whose terraces and gardens 
overhang the Loire ? Have they never heard that from those magnificent 
hotels, from those ancient castles, an aristocracy as splendid, as brave, as 
proud, as accomplished, as ever Europe saw, was driven forth to exile 
and beggary, to implore the charity of hostile Governments and hostile 
creeds, to cut wood in the back settlements of America, or to teach 
French in the schoolrooms of London ? And why were those haughty 
nobles destroyed with that utter destruction ? Why were they scattered 
over the face of the earth, their titles abolished, their escutcheons 
defaced, their parks wasted, their palaces dismantled, their heritage 
given to strangers? Because they had no sympathy with the peo- 
ple, no discernment of the signs of their time ; l:)ecause, in the pride 
and narrowness of their hearts, they called those whose warnings 
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might have saved them theorists and speculators ; because they 
refused all concession till the time had arrived when no concession 
would avail. I have no apprehension that such a fate awaits the 
nobles of England. I draw no parallel between our aristocracy and 
that of France. Those who represent the peerage as a class whose power 
is incompatible with the just influence of the people in the State, draw 
that parallel, and not I. They do all in their power to place the Lords 
and Commons of England in that position with respect to each other in 
which the French gentry stood with respect to the Third Estate. But I 
am convinced that these advisers will not succeed. We see, with pride 
and delight, among the friends of the people, the Talbots, the Caven- 
dishes, the princely house of Howard. Foremost among those who have 
entitled themselves, by their exertions in this House, to the lasting grati- 
tude of their countrymen, we see the descendants of Marlborough, of Russell, 
and of Derby. | hope, and firmly believe, that the Lords will see what 
their interests and their honour require. I hope, and firmly believe, that 
they will act in such a manner as to entitle themselves to the esteem and 
affection of the people. But if not, let not the enemies of Reform imagine 
that their reign is straightway to recommence, or that they have obtained 
anything more than a short and uneasy respite. We are bound to respect 
the constitutional rights of the Peers ; but we are bound also not to forget 
our own. We, too, have our privileges ; we, too, are an estate of the 
realm. A House of Commons strong in the love and confidence of the 
people, a House of Commons which has nothing to fear from a dissolu- 
tion, is something in the government. Some persons, I well know, 
indulge a hope that the rejection of the bill will at once restore the 
domination of that party which fled from ))Ower last November, leaving 
everything abroad and everything at home in confusion ; leaving the 
European system, which it had built up at a vast cost of blood and 
treasure, falling to pieces in every direction ; leaving the dynasties which 
it had restored, hastetiing into exile ; leaving the nations which it had joined 
together, breaking away from each other ; leaving the fundholders in 
dismay ; leaving the peasantry in insurrection ; leaving the most fertile 
counties lighted up with the fires of incendiaries ; leaving the capital in 
such a state, that a royal procession could not pass safely though it. 
park and terrible, beyond any season within my remembrance of 
political affairs, was the day of their flight. Far darker and far more 
terrible will be the day of their return. They will return in opposition to 
the whole British nation, united as it was never before united on any 
internal question ; united as firmly as when the Armada was sailing up 
the Channel ; united as firmly as when Bonaparte pitched his camp on 
the cliffs of Boulogne. They will return pledged to defend evils which 
the people are resolved to destroy. They will return to a situation in 
which they can stand only by cnishing and trampling down public 
opinion, and from which, if they fall, they may, in their fall, drag down 
with them the whole frame of society. Against such evils, should such 
evils appear to threaten the country, it will be our privilege and our duty 
to warn our ^aicious and beloved .Sovereign, It will l)e our privilege 
and our duty to cbriVey the wishes of a loyal people to the throne of a 
patriot king. At such a crisis the proper place for the House of Commons 
is in front of the nation ; and in that place this House will assuredly be 
found. Whatever prejudice on* weakness may do elsewhere to ruin the 
empire, here, I tinist, will not \ye wanting the wisdom, the virtue, and the 
energy that may save it. 
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A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the ioth 
OF October, 1831. 


On the morning of Saturday, the eiglith of Oct< her, 1831, the House of T,ords, hy a 
majority of 190 to 158, rejected the Reform Bill. On the Monday following, Loid 
Ebrington, member for Devonshire, moved the following resolution in the House 
of Cotnmons : 

“ That while this House deeply lamcntsthe present fate of a hill for amending the 
representation of the pr ople in England andWa’es, in favour of which the opinion 
of the country stands unequivocally pronounced, and which has been matured by 
discussions the most an.xious and laborious, it feels itself called upon to reassert its 
firm adherence to the principle and leading provisions of that great measure, and 
to express its unabated confidence in the integrity, perseverance, and ability of 
those Ministers, who, in introducing and conducting it, have so well consulted the 
best interests of the country.” 

The resolution was carried by 329 votes to 198. 'I’he following speech was made 
early in the debate. 

I DOUBT, Sir, whether any person who had merely heard the speech of 
the right honourable Member for the University of Cambridge'^ would 
have been able to conjecture what the question is w'hich we are dis( ussing, 
and what the occasion on which we are assembled. For myself, I can 
with perfect certainly declare that never in the whole course of my life 
did I feel my mind oppressed by so deep and solemn a sense of respon- 
sibility as at the present moment. I firmly believe that the country is now 
in danger of calamities greater than ever threatened it, from domestic 
inisgovernment or from foreign hostility. The danger is nole.ss than this, 
that there may be a complete alienation of the people from their rulers. 
To soothe the public mind, to reconcile the people to the delay, tiie .short 
delay, which must intervene before their wishes can be legitimately grati- 
fied, and in the meantime to avert civil discord, and to mdiold the 
authority of law, these are, I conceive, the objects of my noble friend, the 
Member for Devonshire : these ought, at the present crisis, to be the 
objects of every honest Englishman. They are objects which will as- 
suredly be attained, if we rise to this great occasion, if we take our stand 
in the place which the Constitution has assigned to us, if we employ, with 
becoming firmness and dignity, the powers which belong to us, as trustees 
of the nation, and as advisers of the Throne. 

Sir, the Resolution of my noble friend consists of two parts. He calls 
Upon ns to declare our undimini.shed attachment to the principles of the 
Reform Bill, and also our undiininished confidence in His Majesty’s 
Ministers. I consider these two declarations as identical. The question 
of Reform is, in my opinion, of such paramount importance, that, ap- 
proving the principles of the Ministerial Bill, I must think the Ministers 
who have brought that bill forward, although I may differ from them on 
some minor points, entitled to the strongest suj^port of Parliament. The 
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righi honourable gentleman, the Member for the University of Cambridge, 
has attempted to divert the course of the debate to questions comparatively 
unimportant. He has said much about the coal duty, about the candle duty, 
about the budget of the present Chancellor of the Exchequer. On most of 
the points to which he has referred, it would be easy for me, were I so 
inclined, to defend the Ministers ; and where I could not defend them, I 
should find it easy to recriminate on those who preceded them. The right 
honourable Member for the University of Cambridge has taunted the 
Ministers with the defeat which their plan respecting the timber trade 
sustained in the last Parliament. I might, perhaps, at a more convenient 
season, be tempted to iiK^uire whether that defeat was more disgraceful 
to them or to their predecessors. I might, perhaps, be tempted to ask 
the right honourable gentleman whether, if he had not been treated, while 
in office, with more fairness than he has shown while in opposition, it 
would have been in his power to carry his best bill, the Beer Bill ? I Ic 
has accused the Ministers of bringing forward financial propositions, and 
then withdrawing those propositions. Did not he bring forward, during 
the Session of 1830, a plan respecting the sugar duties ? And was not 
that plan withdrawn? But, Sir, this is mere trifling. I will not be 
.seduced from the matter in hand by the right honourable gentleman’s 
example. At the present moment I can see only one question in the 
State, the question of Reform ; only two parties, the friends of the Reform 
Bill and its enemies. 

It is not my intention, Sir, again to discuss the merits of the Reform 
Bill. The principle of that bill received the approbation of the late 
House of Commons after a discussion of ten nights ; and the bill 
as it now stands, after a long and most laborious investigation, passed the 
present House of Commons by a majority which was nearly half as large 
again as the minority. This was little more than a fortnight ago. No- 
thing has since occurred to change our opinion. The justice of the case 
is unaltered. The public enthusiasm is undiminished. Old Sarum has 
grown no larger. Manchester has grown no smaller. In addressing this 
House, therefore, I am entitled to assume that the bill is in itself a go(xi 
bill. If so, ought we to abandon it merely because the Lords have 
rejected it? We ought to respect the lawful privileges of their House ; 
but we ought also to assert our own. We are constitutionally as inde- 
pendent of their Lordships as their Lordships are of us. We have pre- 
cisely as good a right to adhere to our opinion as they have to dissent 
from it. In speaking of their decision, I will attempt to follow that 
example of moderation which was so judiciously set by my noble friend, 
the Member for I>evonshire. I will only say that I do not think that 
they are more competent to form a correct judgment on a political ques- 
tion than we are. It is certain that, on all the most important points on 
which the two Houses have for a long time past dift'ered, the Lords 
have at length come over to the opinion of the Commons. I am there- 
fore entitled to say, that with respect to all those points, the Peers them- 
selves being judges, the House of Commons was in the right and the 
House of Lords in the wrong. It was thus with respect to the Slave- 
trade : it was thus with respect to Catholic Emancipation : it was thus 
with several other important questions, I, therefore, cannot think that 
we ought, on the present occasion, to surrender our judgment to those 
who have acknowledged that, on former occasions of the same kind^ we 
have judged more correctly than they. 

Then again. Sir, I cannot forget how the majority and the minority in 
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this House were composed ; I cannot forget that the majority contained 
almost all those gentlemen who are returned by large bodies of electors. 
It is, I believe, no exaggeration to say, that there were single Members 
of the majority who had more constituents than the whole minority put 
together. I speak advisedly and seriously. I believe that the number 
of freeholders of Yorkshire exceeds that of all the electors who return the 
Opposition. I cannot with propriety comment here on any reports 
which may have been circulated concerning the majority and minority in 
the House of Lords. I may, however, mention these notoriously histo- 
rical facts ; that during the last forty years the powers of the executive 
Government have been, almost without intermission, exercised by a party 
opposed to Reform ; and tnat a very great number of Peers have been 
created, and all the present Bishops raised to the bench during those 
years. On this question, therefore, while I feel more than usual respect 
for the judgment of the House of Commons, I feel less than usual respect 
for the judgment of the House of Lords. Our decision is the decision 
of the nation ; the decision of their Lordships can scarcely be considered 
as the decision even of that class from which the Peers are generally 
selected, and of which they may be considered as virtual representatives, 
the great landed gentlemen of England. It seems to me clear, therefore, 
that we ought, notwithstanding what has passed in the other House, to 
adhere to our opinion concerning the Reform Bill. 

The next question is this ; ought we to make a formal declaration that 
we adhere to our opinion ? I think that we ought to make such a de- 
claration ; and I am sure that we cannot make it in more temperate or 
more constitutional terms than those which my noble friend asks us to 
adopt. I support the Resolution which he has proposed with all my 
heart and soul : I support it as a friend to Reform ; but I support it still 
more as a friend to law, to property, to social order. No observant 
and unprejudiced man can look forward without great alarm to the effects 
which the recent decision of the Lords may possibly produce. I do not 
predict, I do not expect, open, armed insurrection. What I appre- 
hend is this, that the people may engage in a silent, but extensive and 
persevering war against the law. What I apprehend is, that England 
may exhibit the same spectacle which Ireland exhibited three years 
ago, agitators stronger than the magistrate, associations stronger than 
the law, a Government powerful enough to be hated, and not powerful 
enough to be feared, a people bent on indemnifying themselves by illegal 
excesses for the want of legal privileges. I fear, that we may before 
long see the tribunals defied, the tax-gatherer resisted, public credit 
shaken, property insecure, the whole frame of society hastening to disso- 
lution. It is easy to say, “Be bold . be firm: defy intimidation: let 
the law have its course ; the law is strong enough to put down the 
seditious.” Sir, we have heard all this blustering before ; and we know 
in what it ended. It is the blustering of little men whose lot has fallen 
on a great crisis. Xerxes scourging the winds, Canute commanding the 
waves to recede from his footstool, were but types of the folly of those 
who apply the maxims of the Quarter Sessions to the great convulsions 
of society. The law has no eyes : the law has no hands : the law is 
nothing, nothing but a piece of paper printed by the King’s printer, with 
the King’s arms at the top, till public opinion breathes the breath of life 
into the dead letter. We found this in Ireland. The Catholic Asso- 
ciation bearded the Government. Th*^ Government resolved to put 
down the Association. An indictment was brought against my honour- 
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able and kamed friend, the Member for Kerry. The Grand Jury threw 
it out. Parliament met. The Lords Commissioners came down with a 
speech recommending the suppression of the self-constituted legislature 
of Dublin. A bill was brought in : it passed both Houses by large 
majorities : it received the Royal assent. And what effect did it pro- 
duce ? Exactly as much as that old Act of Queen Elizabeth, still unre- 
pealed, by which it is provided that every man who, without a special 
exemption, shall eat meat on Fridays and Saturdays, shall pay a nne of 
twenty shillings or go to prison for a month. Not only was the Asso- 
ciation not destroyed ; its power was not for one day suspended : it 
flourished and waxed strong under the law which had been made for the 
purpose of annihilating it. The elections of 1826, the Clare election 
two years later, proved the folly of those who think that nations are 
governed by wax and parchment : and, at length, in the close of 1828, 
the Government had only one plain choice before it, concession or civil 
war. Sir, I firmly believe that, if the people of England shall lose all 
hope of carrying the Reform Bill by constitutional means, they will forth- 
with begin to offer to the Government the same kind of resistance which 
was offered to the late Government, three years ago, by the people of 
Ireland, a resistance by no means amounting to rebellion, a resistance 
rarely anvounting to any crime defined by the law, but a resistance never- 
theless which is quite sufficient to obstruct the course of justice, to dis- 
turb the pursuits of industry, and to prevent the accumulation of wealth. 
And is not this a danger which we ought to fear ? And is not this a 
danger which we are bound, by all means in our power, to avert ? And 
who are those who taunt us for yielding to intimidation? Who are 
those who affect to speak with contempt of associations, and agitators, 
and public meetings? l^ven the very persons who, scarce two years 
ago, gave up to associations, and agitators, and public meetings, their 
boasted Protestant Constitution, proclaiming all the time that they saw 
the evils of Catholic Emancipation as strongly as ever. Surely, surely, 
the note of defiance which is now so loudly sounded in our ears, 
proceeds with a peculiarly bad grace from men whose highest glory 
it is that they abased themselves to the dust before a people whom their 
policy had driven to madness, from men the proudest moment of 
whose lives was that in which they appeared in the character of per- 
secutors scared into toleration. Do they mean to indemnify themselves 
for the humiliation of quailing before the people of Ireland by trampling 
on the people of England ? If so, they deceive themselves. The case of 
Ireland, though a strong one, was by no means so strong a case as that with 
which we have now to deal. The Government, in its struggle with the 
Catholics of Ireland, had Great Britain at its back. Whom will it have 
it its back in the struggle with the Reformers of Great Britain ? I know 
only two ways in which societies can permanently be governed, by public 
opinion, and by the sword. A Government having at its command the 
armies, the fleets, and the revenues of Great Britain, might possibly hold 
Ireland by the sword. So Oliver Cromwell held Ireland ; so William 
the Third held it ; so Mr Pitt held it ; so the Duke of Wellington might 
perhaps have held it. But to govern Great Britain by the sword ! So 
wild a thought has never, I will venture to say, occurred to any public 
man of any party ; and, if any man were frantic enough to make the 
attempt, he would find, before three days had expired, that there is no 
better sword than that which is fashioned out of a ploughshare. But, if 
not by the sword, how is the country to be governed ? I understand how 
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the peace is kept at New York. It is by the assent and support of the 
pople. I understand also how the peace is kept at Milan. It is by the 
bayonets of the Austrian soldiers. But how the peace is to be kept 
when you have neither the popular assent nor the military force, how the 
peace is to be kept in England by a Government acting on the principles 
of the present Opposition, I do not understand. 

There is in truth a great anomaly in the relation between the English 
people and their Government. Our institutions are either too popular or 
not popular enough. The people have not sufficient power in making 
the laws ; but they have quite sufficient power to impede the execution 
of the laws when made. The Legislature is almost entirely aristocratical ; 
the machinery by which the degrees of the Legislature are carried into 
effect is almost entirely popular ; and, therefore, we constantly see all the 
power which ought to execute the law, employed to counteract the law. 
Thus, for example, with a criminal code which carries its rigour to the 
length of atrocity, we have a criminal judicature which often carries its 
lenity to the length of perjury. Our law of libel is the most absurdly 
severe that ever existed, so absurdly severe that, if it were carried into 
full effect, it would be much more oppressive than a censorship. And 
yet, with this severe law of libel, we have a press which practically is as 
free as the air. In 1819 the Ministers complained of the alarming 
increase of seditious and blasphemous publications. They proposed a 
bill of great rigour to stop the growth of the evil ; and they carried their 
bill. It was enacted, that the publisher of a seditious libel might, on a 
second conviction, be banished, and that if he should return from banish- 
ment, he might be transported. How often was this law put in force ? 
Not once. Last year we repealed it : but it was already dead, or rather 
it was dead born. It was obsolete before Le Koi Ic vet it had been pro- 
nounced over it. For any effect which it pi'oduced it might as well have 
been in the Code Napoleon as in the English Statute Book. And why 
did the Government, having solicited and procured so sharp and weighty 
a weapon, straightway hang it up to rust ? Was there less sedition, were 
there fewer lil>els, after the passing of the Act than before it ? Sir, the very 
next year was the year 1820, the year of the Bill of Pains and 1 Penalties 
against Queen Caroline, the very year when the public mind was most ex- 
cited, the very year when the public press was most scurrilous. Why then did 
not the Ministers use their new' Law ? Because they durst not : because they 
could not. They had obtained it with ease ; for in obtaining it they had to 
deal with a subservient Parliament. They could not execute it : for in 
executing it they would have to deal with a refractory people. These are 
instances of the difficulty of carrying the law into effect when the people 
are inclined to thwart their rulers. The great anomaly, or, to speak more 
properly, the great evil which I have described, would, I believe, be 
removed by the Reform Bill. That bill would establish harmony be- 
tween the people and the Legislature. It would give a fair share in the 
making of laws to those without whose co-operation laws are mere waste 
paper. Under a reformed system we should not see, as we now often 
see, the nation repealing Acts of Parliament as fast as w’e and the Lords 
can pass them. As I believe that the Reform Bill would produce this 
blessed and salutary concord, so I fear that the rejection of the Reform 
Bill, if tliat rejection should be considered as final, will aggravate the 
evil which I have been describing to an unprecedented, to a terrible ex- 
tent. To all the laws which might be passed for the collection of the 
revenue, or for the prevention of sedition, the people would oppose the 
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same kind of resistance by means of which they have succeeded in miti- 
gating, I might say in abrogating, the law of libel. There would be so 
many offenders that the Government would scarcely know at whom to 
aim its blow. Every offender would have so many accomplices and pro- 
tectors that the blow would almost always miss the aim. The Veto of 
the people, a Veto not pronounced in set form like that of the Roman 
Tribunes, but quite as effectual as that of the Roman Tribunes for the 
purpose of impeding public measures, would meet the Government at 
every turn. The administration would be unable to preserve order at 
home, or to uphold the national honour abroad ; and, at length, men 
who are now moderate, who now think of revolution with horror, would 
begin to wish that the lingering agony of the State might be terminated 
by one fierce, sharp, decisive crisis. 

Is there a way of escape from these calamities ? I believe that there 
is. I believe that, if we do our duty, if we give the people reason to be- 
lieve that the accomplishment of their wishes is only deferred, if we 
declare our undiminished attachment to the Reform Bill, and our resolu- 
tion to support no Minister who will not support that bill, we shall avert 
the fearful disasters which impend over the country. There is danger 
that, at this conjuncture, men of more zeal than wisdom may obtain a 
fatal influence over the public mind. With these men will be joined 
others, who have neither zeal nor wisdom, common barrators- in politics, 
dregs of society which, in times of violent agitation, are tossed up from 
the bottom to the top, and which, in quiet times, sink again from the top 
to their natural place at the bottom. To these men nothing is so hateful 
as the prospect of a reconciliation between the orders of the State. A 
crisis like that which now makes every honest citizen sad and anxious 
fills these men with joy, and wdth a detestable hope. And how is it that 
such men, formed by nature and education to be objects of mere con- 
tempt, can ever inspire terror ? How is it that such men, . without 
talents or acquirements sufficient for the management of a vestiy, some- 
times become dangerous to great empires? The secret of their power 
lies in the indolence or faithlessness of those who ought to take the 
lead in the redress of public grievances. The whole history of low 
traders in sedition is contained in that fine old Hebrew fable which 
we have all read in the Book of Judges, The trees meet to choose a 
king. The vine, and the fig tree, and the olive tree decline the office. 
Then it is that the sovereignty of the forest devolves upon the bramble : 
then it is that from a base and noxious shrub goes forth the fire which 
devours the cedars of Lebanon, l^et us be instructed. If we are afraid 
of Political Unions and Reform Associations, let the House of Commons 
become the chief point of political union : let the House of Commons be 
the great Reform Association. If we are afraid that the people may 
attempt to accomplish their wishes by unlawful means, let us give them 
a solemn pledge that we will use in their cause all our high and ancient 
privileges, so often victorious in old conflicts with tyranny ; those pri- 
vileges which our ancestors invoked, not in vain, on the day when a 
faithless king filled our house with his guards, took his seat, Sir, on your 
chair, and saw your predecessor kneeling on the floor before him. The 
Constitution of England, thank God, is not one of those constitutions 
which are past all repair, and which must, for the public welfare, be 
utterly destroyed. It has a -decayed part ; but it has also a sound and 
precious part. It re(iuires purification ; but it contains within itself the 
means by which that purification may be effected. We read that in old 



PARLIAMENTAR Y REFORM. 517 

times, when the villeins were driven to revolt by oppression, when the 
castles of the nobility were burned to the ground, when the warehouses 
of London were pillaged, when a hundred thousand insurgents appeared 
in arms on Blackheath, when a foul murder perpetrated in their presence 
had raised their passions to madness, when they were looking round for 
some captain to succeed and avenge him whom they had lost, just then, 
before Hob Miller, or Tom Carter, or Jack Straw, could place himself at 
their head, the King rode up to them and exclaimed, “ I will be your 
leader ! ” and at once the infuriated multitude laid down their arms, sub- 
mitted to his guidance, dispersed at his command. Herein let us imitate 
him. Our countrymen are, I fear, at this moment, but too much dis- 
posed to lend a credulous ear to selfish impostors. Let us say to them, 
** We are your leaders ; we, your own house of Commons ; we, the con- 
stitutional interpreters of your wishes ; the knights of forty English shires, 
the citizens and burgesses of all your largest towns. Our lawful power 
shall be firmly exerted to the utmost in your cause ; and our lawful 
power is such, that when firmly exerted in your cause, it must finally pre- 
vail.” This tone it is our interest and our duty to take. The circum- 
stances admit of no delay. Is there one among us who is not looking 
with breathless anxiety for the next tidings which may arrive from the 
remote parts of the kingdom ? Even while I speak, the moments are 
passing away, the irrevocable moments pregnant with the destiny of a 
great people. The country is in danger : it may be saved : we can save 
it : this is the way ; this is the time. In our hands are the issues of 
great good and great evjl, the issues of the life and death of the State. 
May the result of our deliberations be the repose and prosperity of that 
noble country which is entitled to all our love ; and for the safety of 
which we are answerable to our own consciences, to the memoir of 
future ages, to the Judge of all hearts ! 
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A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 
I 6th of December 1831. 

On Fridayj the sixteenth of December 1831, Lord Althorpc moved the second reading 
of the Bill to amend the representation of the people m England and Wales. Lord 
Porchester moved, as an amendment, that the bill should l>e read a second time 
that day six months. The debate lasted till after midnight, and was then ad- 
journed till twelve at noon. The House did not divide till one on the Sunday 
morning. The amendment was then rejected by 324 votes to 162 ; and the 
original motion was carried. The following Speech was made on the first night of 
the debate. 

I CAN assure my noble friend,* for whom T entertain sentiments of 
respect and kindness which no political difference will, I trust, ever dis- 
turb, that his remarks have given me no pain, except, indeed, the pain 
which I feel at being compelled to say a few words about myself. Tho.se 
words shall l)c very few. I know how unpopular egotism is in this 
House. My noble friend says that, in the debates of last March, I de- 
clared myself opposed to the ballot, and that I have since recanted, for 
the purpose of making myself popular with the inhabitants of Leeds. My 
noble friend is altogether mistaken. I never said, in any debate, that 1 
was opposed to the ballot. The word ballot never ]^)assed my lips 
within this House. I observed strict silence respecting it on two 
accounts ; in the first place, because my own opinions were, till very 
lately, undecided ; in the second place, because I knew that the agita- 
tion of that question, a question of which the importance appears to 
me to be greatly overrated, would divide those on whose fima and cordial 
union the safety of the empire dej^ends. My noble friend has taken 
this opportunity of replying to a speech which I made last October. 
The doctrines which I tlien laid down were, according to him, most in- 
temperate and dangerous. Now, Sir, it happens, curiously enough, that 
my noble friend has himself asserted, in his speech of this night, those 
very doctrines, in language so nearly resembling mine that I might fairly 
accuse him of plagiarism. I said that laws have no force in themselves, 
and that, unless supported by public opinion^ they are a mere dead letter. 
The noble Lord has said exactly the same thing to-night. “ Keep your 
old Constitution,” he exclaims; “for, whatever may be its defects in 
theory, it has more of the public veneration than yonr new Constitution 
will have ; and no laws can be efficient, unless they have the public vene- 
ration.” I said, that statutes are in themselves only wax and parchment ; 
and I was called an incendiary by the opposition. The noble Lord has 
said to-night that statutes in themselves are only ink and parchment ; and 
those very persons who reviled me have enthusiastically cheered him. I 
am quite at a loss to understand how doctrines which are, in his mouth, 
true and constitutional, can, in mine, be false and revolutionary. 


Lord Mahon. 
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But, Sir, it is time that I should address myself to the momentous ques- 
tion before us. I shall certainly give my l>est support to this bill, through 
all its stages ; and, in so doing, I conceive that I shall act in strict con- 
formity with the resolution by which this House, towards the close of the 
late Session, declared its unabated attachment to the principles and to the 
leading provisions of the First Reform Bill. All those principle^ all 
those leading provisions, I find in the present measure. In the details 
there are, undoubtedly, considerable alterations. Most of the alterations 
appear to me to be improvements ; and even those alterations which I 
cannot consider as in themselves improvements will yet be most useful, if 
their effect shall be to conciliate opponents, and to facilitate the adjust- 
ment of a question which, for the sake of order, for the sake of peace, for 
the sake of trade, ought to be, not only satisfactorily, but speedily settled. 
We have been told, Sir, that, if we pronounce this bill to be a better bill 
than the last, we recant all the doctrines which we maintained during the 
last Session ; we sing our palinode ; we allow that we have had a great 
escape ; we allow that our own conduct was deserving of censure ; we 
allow that the party which was the minority in this House, and, most 
unhappily for the country, the majority in the other House, has saved the 
country from a great calamity. Sir, even if this charge were well founded, 
there are those who should have been prevented by prudence, if not 
by magnanimity, from bringing it forward. I remember an Opposition 
which took a very different course. I remember an Opposition which, 
while excluded from power, taught ail its doctrines to the Government ; 
which, after labouring long, and sacrificing much, in order to effect im- 
provements in various parts of our political and commercial system, saw 
the honour of those improvements appropriated by others. But the 
members of that Opposition had, I believe, a sincere desire to promote 
the public good. Tney, therefore, raised no shout of triumph over th< 
recantations of their proselytes. They rejoiced, but with no ungenerous 
joy, when their principles of trade, of jurisprudence, of foreign policy, of 
religious liberty, became the principles of the Administration. They 
were content that he who came into fellow ship with them at the eleventh 
hour should have a far larger share of the reward than those who had 
borne the burthen and heat of the day. In the year 1828, a single divi- 
sion in this House changed the whole policy of the Government with 
respect to the Test and Corporation Acts, My noble friend, the Pay- 
master of the Forces, then sat where the right honourable Baronet, 
the member for Tamworth, now sits. I do not remember that, 
when the right honourable Baronet announced his change of purpose, 
my noble friend sprang up to talk about palinodes, to magnify the wisdom 
and virtue of the Whigs, and to sneer at his new coadjutors. Indeed, I 
am not sure that the members of the late Opposition did not carry their 
indulgence too far ; that they did not too easily suffer the fame of Grattan 
and Romilly to be transferred to less deserving claimants ; that they were 
not too ready, in the joy with which they welcomed the tardy and con- 
venient repentance of their converts, to grant a general amnesty for the 
errors or the insincerity of years. If it were true that we had recanted, 
this ought not to be made matter of charge against us by men whom 
posterity will remember by nothing but recantations. But, in truth, we 
recant nothing. We have nothing to recant. We support tins mlU 
We may possibly think it a better bill than that which preceded it. 
are we therefore bound to admit that we were in the wrong, that the 
Opposition was in tlie right, that the House of Lords has conferred a great 
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benefit on the nation? We saw — ^who did not see? — great defects 
in the first bill. But did we see nothing else ? Is delay no evil ? Is 
prolonged excitement no evil ? Is it no evil that the heart of a great 
people should be made sick by deferred hope ? We allow that many 
of the changes which have been made are improvements. But we 
think that it would have been far better for the country to have had 
the last bill, with all its defects, than the present bill, with all its 
improvements. Second thoughts are proverbially the best, but there 
are emergencies which do not admit of second thoughts. There pro- 
bably never was a law which might not have been amended by delay. 
But there have been many cases in which there would have been more 
mischief in the delay than benefit in the amendments. The first bill, 
however inferior it may have been in its details to the present bill, was 
yet herein far superior to the present bill, that it was the first. If the 
first bill had passed, it would, I firmly believe, have produced a complete 
reconciliation between the aristocracy and the people. It is my earnest 
wish and prayer that the present bill may produce this blessed effect ; 
but I cannot say that my hopes are so sanguine as they were at the 
beginning of the last Session. The decision of the House of Lords has, 

I fear, excited in the public mind feelings of resentment which will not 
soon be allayed. What then, it is said, would you legislate in haste i* 
Would you legislate in times of great excitement concerning matters of 
such deep concern? Yes, Sir, I would : and if any bad consequences 
should follow from the haste and the excitement, let those be held 
answerable who, when there was no need of haste, when there existed no 
excitement, refused to listen to any project of Reform, nay, who made it 
an argument against Reform, that the public mind was not excited. 
When few meetings were held, when few petitions were sent up to us, 
these politicians said, “ Would you alter a Constitution with which the 
people are perfectly satisfied ? ” And now, when the kingdom from one end 
to the other is convulsed by the question of Reform, we hear it said by the 
very same persons, “ Would you alter the Representative system in such 
agitated times as these ? ” Half the logic of misgovernment lies in this 
one sophistical dilemma : If the people are turbulent, they are unfit for 
liberty : if they are quiet, they do not want liberty. 

I allow that hasty legislation is an evil. I allow that there are great 
objections to legislating in troubled times. But reformers are compelled 
to legislate fast, because bigots will not legislate early. Reforniei*s are 
compelled to legislate in times of excitement, because bigots will not 
legislate in times of tranquillity. If, ten years ago, nay, if only two years 
ago, there had been at the head of affairs men who understood the signs 
of the times and the temper of the nation, we should not have been forced 
to hurry now. If we cannot take our time, it is because we have to make 
up for their lost time. If they had reformed gradually, we might have 
reformed gradually ; but we are compelled to move fast, because they 
would not move at all. 

Though I admit, Sir, that this bill is in its details superior to the former 
bill, I must say that the best parts of this bill, those parts for the sake of 
which principally I support it, those parts for the sake of which I would 
support it, however imperfect its details might be, are parts which it has 
in common with the former bill. It destroys nomination ; it admits the 
great body of the middle orders to a share in the government ; and it 
contains provisions which will, as I conceive, greatly diminish the expense 
of elections. 
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Touching the expense of elections I will say a few words, because that 
part of the subject has not, I think, received so much attention as it 
deserves. Whenever the nomination boroughs are attacked, the oppo- 
nents of Reform produce a long list of eminent men who have sate for 
those boroughs, and who, they tell us, would never have taken any part 
in public affairs but for those boroughs. Now, Sir, I suppose no person 
will maintain that a large constituent body is likely to prefer ignorant 
and incapable men to men of information and ability ? Whatever objec- 
tions there may be to democratic institutions, it was never, I believe, 
doubted that those institutions are favourable to the development of 
talents. We may prefer the constitution of Sparta to that of Athens, or 
the constitution of Venice to that of Florence : but no person will deny 
that Athens produced more great men than Sparta, or that Florence 
produced more great men than Venice. But to come nearer home : the 
five largest English towns which have now the right of returning two 
members each by popular election, are Westminster, Southwark, Liver- 
pool, Bristol, and Norwich. Now let us see what members those places 
have sent to Parliament. I will not speak of the living, though among 
the living are some of the most distinguished ornaments of the House. I 
will confine myself to the dead. Among many respectable and useful 
members of Parliament, whom these towns have returned, during the 
last half century, I find Mr Burke, Mr Fox, Mr Sheridan, Mr Windham, 
Mr Tierney, Sir Samuel Romilly, Mr Canning, Mr Huskisson. These 
were eight of the most illustrious parliamentary leaders of the generation 
which is passing away from the world. Mr Pitt was, perhaps, the only 
person worthy to make a ninth with them. It is, surely, a remarkable 
circumstance that, of the nine most distinguished Members of the House 
of Commons who have died within the last forty years, eight should have 
been returned to Parliament by the five largest represented towns. I am, 
therefore, warranted in saying that great constituent bodies are quite as 
competent to discern merit, and quite as much disposed to reward merit, 
as the proprietors of boroughs. It is true that some of the distinguished 
statesmen whom I have mentioned would never have been known to large 
constituent lx)dies if they had not first sate for nomination boroughs. 
But why is this? Simply, because the expense of contesting popular 
places, under the present system, is ruinously great. A poor man can- 
not defray it \ an untried man cannot expect his constituents to defray it 
for him. And this is the way in which our Representative system is 
defended. Corruption vouches corruption. Every abuse is made the 
plea for another abuse. We must have nomination at Gatton because 
we have profusion at Liverpool. Sir, these arguments convince me, 
not that no Reform is required, but that a very deep and searching 
Reform is required. If two evils serve in some respects to counter- 
balance each other, this is a reason, not for keeping both, but for getting 
rid of both together. At present you close against men of talents that 
broad, that noble entrance which belongs to them, and which ought to 
stand wide open to them ; and in exchange you open to them a bye 
entrance, low and narrow, always obscure, often filthy, through which, 
too often, they can pass only by crawling on their hands and knees, 
and from which they too often emerge siulied with stains never to be 
washed away. But take the most favourable case. Suppose that the 
member who sits for a nomination borough owes his seat to a man of 
virtue and honour, to a man whose service is perfect freedom, to a man 
who would think himself degraded by any proof of gratitude which might 
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his nominee. Yet is it nothing that such a member comes into 
this House wearing the badge, though not feeling the chain of servitude ? 
Is it nothing that he cannot speak of hb independence without exciting a 
smile ? Is it nothing that he is considered, not as a Representative, but 
as an adventurer ? This is what your system does for men of genius. It 
admits them to political power, not as, under better institutions, they 
would be admitted to power, erect, independent, unsullied ; but by means 
which corrupt the virtue of many, and in some degree diminish the 
authority of all. Could any system be devised, better fitted to pervert 
the principles and break the spirit of men formed to be the glory of their 
country? And, can we mention no instance in which this system has 
made such men useless, or worse than useless, to the country of which 
their talents were the ornament, and might, in happier circumstances, 
have been the salvation? Ariel, the beautiful and kindly Ariel, doing 
the bidding of the loathsome and malignant Sycorax, is but a faint type 
of genius enslaved by the spells, and employed in the drudgery of cor- 
ruption — 

** A spirit too delicate 

To act those earthy and abhorred commands.’* 

We cannot do a greater service to men of real merit than by destroying 
that which has been called their refuge, which is their house of bondage ; 
by taking from them the patronage of the great, and giving to them in 
its stead the respect and confidence of the people. The bill now before 
us will, I believe, produce that happy effect. It facilitates the canvass ; 
it reduces the expense of legal agency ; it shortens the poll ; above all, it 
dbfranchises the outvoters. It is not easy to calculate the precise extent 
to which these changes will diminish the cost of elections. I have 
attempted, however, to obtain some information on this subject I have 
applied to a gentleman of great experience in affairs of this kind, a gentle- 
man who, at the last three general elections, managed the finances of the 
popular party in one of the largest boroughs in the kingdom. He tells me, 
that at the general election of 1826, when that borough was contested, 
the expenses of the popular candidate amounted to eighteen thousand 
pounds ; and that, by the best estimate which can now be made, the 
borough may, under the reformed system, be as effectually contested for 
one tenth part of that sum. In the new constituent bodies there are no 
ancient rights reserved. In those bodies, therefore, the expense of an 
election will be still smaller. I firmly believe, that it will be possible to 
poll out Manchester for less than the market price of Old Sarum. 

Sir, I have, from the beginning of these discussions, supported Reform 
on two grounds ; first, because I believe it to be in itself a good thing ; 
and secondly, because I think the dangers of withholding it so great that, 
even if it were an evil, it would be the less of two evils. The dangers 
of the country have in no wise diminished. I believe that they have 
greatly increased. It is, I fear, impossible to deny that what has hap- 
pened with respect to almost every great question that ever divided man- 
kind has happened also with respect to the Reform Bill. Wherever 
great interests are at stake there will be much excitement ; and wherever 
there is much excitement there will be some extravagance. The same 
great stirring of the human mind which produced the Reformation 
produced also the follies andf crimes of the Anabaptists. The same 
spirit which resisted the Ship-money, and abolished the Star Chamber, 
produced the Levellers and the Fifth. Monarchy men. And so, it eann^t 
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be denied that bad men, availing themselves of the agitation produced 
by the question of Reform, have promulgated, cand promulgated with 
some success, doctrines incompatible with the existence, I do not say 
of monarchy, or of aristocracy, but of. all law, of all order, of all pro- 
perty, of all civilisation, of all that makes us to differ from Mohawks or 
Hottentots. I bring no accusation against that portion of the working 
classes which has been imposed upon by these doctrines. Those persons 
are what their situation has made them, ignorant from want of leisure, 
irritable from the sense of distress. That they should be deluded by 
impudent assertions and gross sophisms ; that, suffering cruel priva- 
tions, <(hey should give ready credence to promises of relief ; that, never 
having investigated the nature and operation of government, they should 
expect impossibilities from it, and should reproach it for not performing 
impossibilities ; all this is perfectly natural. No errors which they may 
commit ought ever to make us forget that it is in all probability owing 
solely to the accident of our situation that we have not fallen into errors 
precisely similar. There are few of us who do not know from experience 
that, even with all our advantages of education, pain and sorrow can 
make us very quemlous and very unreasonable. We ought not, there- 
fore, to lie surprised that, as the Scotch proverb says, “ it should he ill 
talking between a full man and a fasting;” that llie logic of the rich man 
who vindicates the rights of property, should seem very inconclusive to 
the poor man who hears his children cry for bread. I bring, I say, no 
accusation against the working classes. I would withhold from them no- 
thing which it might be for their good to possess. I see wiili pleasure 
that, by the provisions of the Reform Bill, the most industrious and 
respectable of our labourers will be admitted to a share in the government 
of the State. If I would refuse to tlie working people that larger share 
of power which some of them have demanded, I would refuse it, because 
I am convinced that, by giving it, I should. only increase their distress. I 
admit that the end of government is their happiness. But, that they may 
be governed for their happiness, they must not be governed according to 
the doctrines which they have learned from their illiterate, incapable, 
low-minded flatterers. 

But, Sir, the fact that such doctrines have been promulgated among 
the multitude is a strong argument for a speedy and effectual reform. 
That government is attacked is a reason for making the foundations of 
government broader, and dee|>er, and more solid. That property is 
attacked is a reason for binding together all proprietors in the firmest 
union. That the agitation of the question of Reform has enabled worth- 
less demagogues to propagate their notions with some success is a reason 
for speedily settling the question in the only way in which it can be 
settled. It is difficult. Sir, to conceive any spectacle more alanning 
than that which presents itself to us, when we look at the two extreme 
parties in this country ; a narrow oligarchy above ; an infuriated multi- 
tude below ; on the one side the vices engendered by power ; on the 
other side the vices engendered by distress ; one party blindly averse to 
improvement ; the other party blindly clamouring for destruction ; one 
party ascribing to political abuses the sanctity of property ; the other 
party crying out against property as a political abuse. Both these parties 
are alike ignorant of their true interest God forbid that the state should 
ever be at the mercy of either, or should ever experience the calamities 
which must result from a collision between them ! X anticii>ate no such 
horrible event. For, between those two parties stands a tliird party, 
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infinitely more powerful than both the others put together, attacked by 
both, vilified by both, but destined, I trust, to save both from the fatal 
effects of their own folly. To that party I have never ceased, through all 
the vicissitudes of public affairs, to look with confidence and with a good 
hope. I speak of that great party which zealously and steadily 
supported the first Reform Bill, and which will, I have no doubt, sup- 
port the second Reform Bill with equal steadiness and equal zeal. That 
party is the middle class of England, with the flower of the aristocracy 
at its head, and the flower of the working classes bringing up 
its rear. That great party has taken its immovable stand between 
the enemies of all order and the enemies of all liberty. It will have 
Reform : it will not have revolution : it will destroy political abuses ; it 
will not suffer the rights of property to be assailed : it will preserve, in 
spite of themselves, those who are assailing it, from the right and from 
tlie left, with contradictory accusations ; it will be a daysman between 
them : it will lay its hand upon them both : it will not suffer them to 
tear each other in pieces. While that great party continues unbroken, 
as it now is unbroken, I shall not relinquish the hope that this great con- 
test may be conducted, by lawful means, to a happy termination. But, 
of this I am assured, that by means, lawful or unlawful, to a termina- 
tion, happy or unhappy, this contest must speedily come. All that I 
know of the history of past times, all the observations that I have been 
able to make on the present state of the country, have convinced me that 
the time has arrived when a great concession must be made to the democ- 
racy of England ; that the question, whether the change be in itself 
good or bad, has become a question of secondary importance ; that, 
good or bad, the thing must be done ; that a law as strong as the laws of 
attraction and motion has decreed it. 

I well know that history, when we look at it in small portions, may 
be so construed as to mean anything, that it may be intei'preted in as 
many ways as a Delphic oracle. “The French Revolution,^’ says one 
expositor, “was the effect of concession.” “Not so,” cries another: 
“ the French Revolution was produced by the obstinacy of an arbitrary 
government.” “If the French nobles,” says the first, “had refused to 
sit with the Third Estate, they would never have been driven from their 
country.” “ They would never have been driven from their country,” 
answers the other, “ if they had agreed to the reforms proposed by M. 
Turgot.” These controversies can never be brought to any decisive test, 
or to any .satisfactory conclusion. But, as I believe that history, when 
we look at it in small fragments, proves anything, or nothing, so 1 believe 
that it is full of useful and precious instruction when we contemplate it 
in large portions, when we take in, at one view, the whole lifetime of 
great societies. I believe that it is possible to obtain some insight into 
the law which regulates the growth of communities, and some knowledge 
of the effects which that growth produces. The history of England, in 
particular, is the histo^ of a government constantly giving way, some- 
times peaceably, sometimes after a violent struggle, but constantly giving 
way before a nation which has been constantly advancing. The forest 
laws, the laws of villenage, the oppressive power of the Roman Catholic 
Church, the power, scarcely less oppressive, which, during some time 
after the Remrmation, was exercised by the Protestant Establishment, 
the prerogatives of the Crown, the censorship of the Press, successively 
yielded. The abuses of the representative system are now yielding to 
the same irresistible force. It was impossible for the Stuarts, and it 
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would have l:^en impossible for them if they had possessed all the energy 
of Richelieu, and all the craft of Mazarin, to govern England as England 
had l^en governed by the Tudors. It was impossible for the princes of 
the House of Hanover to govern England as England had been governed 
by the Stuarts. And scT it is impossible that England should be any 
longer governed as it was governed under the four first princes of the 
House of Hanover. I say impossible. I believe that over the great 
changes of the moral world we possess as little power as over the great 
changes of the physical world. We can no more prevent time from 
changing the distribution of property and of intelligence, we can no more 
prevent property and intelligence from aspiring to political power, than 
we can change the courses of the seasons and of the tides. In peace or 
in tumult, by means of old institutions, where those institutions are 
flexible, over the ruins of old institutions, where those institutions oppose 
an unbending resistance, the great march of society proceeds, and must 
proceed. The feeble efforts of individuals to bear back are lost and swept 
away in the mighty rush with which the species goes onward. Those 
who appear to lead the movement are, in fact, only whirled along 
before it ; those who attempt to resist it, are beaten down and crushed 
beneath it. 

It is because rulers do not pay sufficient attention to the stages of this 
great movement, because they underrate its force, because they are 
i^orant of its law, that so many violent and fearful revolutions have 
changed the face of society. We have heard it said a hundred times 
during these discussions, we have heard it said repeatedly in the course 
of this very debate, that the people of England are more free than ever 
they were, that the Government is more democratic than ever it was ; 
and this is urged as an argument against Reform. I admit the fact ; but I 
deny the inference. It is a principle never to be forgotten, in discussions 
like this, that it is not by absolute, but by relative misgovernment that 
nations are roused to madness. It is not sufficient to look merely at the 
form of government. We must look also to the state of the public mind. 
The worst tyrant that ever had his neck wrung in modem Europe might 
have passed for a paragon of clemency in Persia or Morocco. Our Indian 
subjects .submit patiently to a monopoly of salt. We tried a stamp duty, 
a duty so light as to be scarcely perceptible, on the fierce breed of the old 
Puritans ; and w’e lost an empire. The Government of Louis the Six- 
teenth was certainly a much belter and milder Government than that of 
Louis the Fourteenth ; yet Louis the Fourteenth was admired, and even 
loved, by his people. Louis the Sixteenth died on the scaffold. Why ? 
Because, though the Government had made many steps in the career of im- 
provement, it had nol advanced so rapidly as the nation. Look at our own 
history. The liberties of the people were at least as much respected by 
Ghailes the First as by Henry the Eighth, by James the Second as by 
Edward the Sixth. But did this save the crown of James the Second? 
Did this save the head of Charles the First ? Every person who knows 
the history of our civil dissensions knows that all those arguments which 
are now employed by the opponents of the Reform Bill might have been 
employed, and were actually employed, by the unfortunate Stuarts. The 
reasoning of Charles, and of all his apologists, runs thus : — “ What new 
grievance does the nation suffer? What has the King done more than 
what Henry did ? more than what Elizabeth did ? Did the people ever 
enjoy more freedom than at present? l)id they ever enjoy so much 
freedom ? But what would a wise and honest counsellor, if Charles had 
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been so happy as to possess such a counsellor, have replied to arguments 
like these ? He would have said, ** Sir, I acknowledge that the people 
were never more free than under your government. I acknowledge that 
those who talk of restoring the old Constitution of England use an im- 
proper expression. I acknowledge that there has been a constant 
improvement during those very years during which many persons 
imagine that there has been a constant deterioration. But, though there 
has been no change in the government for the worse, there has been a 
change in the public mind which produces exactly the same effect 
which would be produced by a change in the government for the 
worse. Perhaps this change in the public mind is to be regretted. But 
no matter ; you cannot revei*se it. You cannot undo all that eighty 
eventful years have done. You cannot Imnsform the Englishmen of 
1640 into the Englishmen of 1560. It may be that the simple loyalty of our 
fathers was preferable to that inquiring, censuring, resisting spirit which 
is now abroad. It may be that the times when men paid their bene- 
volences cheerfully were better times than these, when a gentleman 
goes before the Exchequer Chamber to resist an assessment of twenty 
shillings. And so it may be that infancy is a happier time than 
manhood, and manhood than old age. But God has decreed that old 
age shall succeed to manhood, and manhood to infancy. Even so have 
societies their law of growth. As their strength becomes greater, as their 
experience becomes more extensive, you can no longer confine them within 
the swaddling bands, or lull them in the cradles, or amuse them with tlie 
rattles, or terrify them with the bugbears of their infancy. I do not say 
that they are better or happier than they were ; but this I say, that they 
are different from what they were, that you cannot again make them what 
they were, and that you cannot safely treat them as if they continued to 
be what they were. ’’ This was the advice which a wise and honest 
Minister would have given to Charles the First. These were the prin- 
ciples on which that unhappy prince should have acted. But no. He 
v/ould govern, I do not say ill, I do not say tyrannically ; I only say this ; 
he would govern the men of the seventeenth century as if they had been 
the men of the sixteenth century ; and therefore it was, that all his talents 
and all his virtues did not save him from unpopularity, from civil war, 
from a prison, from a bar, from a scaffold. These things are written for 
our instruction. Another great intellectual revolution has taken place ; 
our lot has been cast on a time analogous, in many respects, to the time 
which immediately precedetl the meeting of the Long Parliament. 'Bhere 
is a change in society. There must be a corresponding change in the 
government. We are not, we cannot, in the nature of things, be, what 
our fathers were. We are no more like the men of the American war, or 
the men of the gagging bills, than the men who cried “ privilege ” round 
the coach of Charles the First were like the men who changed their reli- 
gion once a year at the bidding of Henry the Eighth. That there is such 
a change, I can no more doubt than I can doubt that we have more 
power looms, more steam engines, more gas lights, than our ancestors. 
That there is such a change, the Minister will surely find who shall at- 
tempt to fit the yoke of Mr Pitt to the necks of the Englishmen of the 
nineteenth century. What then can you do to bring back those times 
when the constitution of this House was an object of veneration to the 
people ? Even as much as Strafford and I^aud could do to bring back 
the days of the Tudors ; as much as Bonner and Gardiner could do to 
bring back the days of Hildebrand ; as much as VillHe and Polignac 
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could do to bring back the days of Louis the Fourteenth. You may make 
the change tedious ; you may make it violent ; you may — God in his mercy 
forbid 1 — you may make it bloody ; but avert it you cannot. Agitations 
of the public mind, so deep and so long continued as those which we have 
witnessed, do not end in nothing. In peace or in convulsion, by the law, 
or in spite of the law, through the Parliament, or over the Parliament, 
Reform must be carried. Therefore be content to guide that movement 
which you cannot stop. Fling wide the gates to that force which else will 
enter through the breach. Then will it still be, as it has hitherto been, 
the peculiar glory of our Constitution that, though not exempt from the 
decay which is wrought by the vicissitudes of fortune, and the lapse of 
time, in all the proudest works of human power and wisdom, it yet con- 
tains within it the means of self-reparation. Then will England add to 
her manifold titles of glory this, the noblest and the purest of all ; that 
every blessing which other nations have been forced to seek, and have too 
often sought in vain, by means of violent and bloody revolutions, she wilt 
have attained by a peaceful and a lawful Reform. 
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A. SPEECH 

Delivered in.the House of Commons on the 27TH of February, 

1832. 

On Monday, the twenty-seventh of February, 1832, the House took into consideration 
the report of the Committee on Mr Warburton’s Anatomy Bill. Mr Henry 
Hunt attacked that bill with great asperity. In reply to him the following Speecn 
was made. 

Sir, I cannot, even at this late hour of the night, refrain from saying two 
or three words. Most of the observations of the honourable Member for 
Preston I pass by, as undeserving of any answer before an audience like 
this. But on one part of his speech I must make a few remarks. We 
are, he says, making a law to benefit the rich, at the expense of the poor. 
Sir, the fact is the direct reverse. This is a bill which tends especially to 
the benefit of the poor. What are the evils against which we are at- 
tempting to make provision ? Two especially ; that is to say, the prac- 
tice of Burking, and bad surgery. Now to both these the poor alone are 
exposed. What man, in our rank of life, runs the smallest risk of being 
Burked ? That a man has property, that he has connections, that he is 
likely to be missed and sought for, are circumstances which secure him 
against the Barker. It is curious to observe the difference between mur- 
ders of this kind and other murdens. An ordinary murderer hides the 
body, and disposes of the property. Bishop and Williams dig holes and 
bury the property, and expose the body to sale. The more wretched, the 
more lonely, any human being may be, the more desirable prey is he to 
these wretches. It is the man, the mere naked man, that they pursue. 
Again, as to bad surgery ; this is, of all evils, the evil by which the rich 
suffer least, and the poor most. If we could do all that in the opinion of 
the Member for -Preston ought to be done, if we could prevent disinter- 
ment, if we could prevent dissection, if we could destroy the English 
school of anatomy, if we could force every student of medical science to 
go to the expense of a foreign education, on whom would the bad conse- 
quences fall? On the rich? Not at all. As long as there is in France, 
in Italy, in Germany, a single surgeon of eminent skill, a single surgeon 
who is, to use the phrase of the member for Preston, addicted to dissec- 
tion, that surgeon will be in attendance whenever an English nobleman 
is to be cut for the stone. The higher orders in England will always be 
able to procure the best medical assistance. Who .suffers by the bad state 
of the Russian school of surgery? The Emperor Nicholas? By no 
means. The whole evil falls on the peasantry. If the education of a 
surgeon should become very expensive, if the fees of surgeons should con- 
sequently rise, if the supply of regular surgeons should diminish, the suf- 
ferers would be, not the rich, but the poor in our country villages, who 
would again be left to mountebanks, and barbers, and old women, and 
charms and quack medicines. The honourable gentleman talks of sacri- 
ficing the interests of humanity to the interests of science, as if this were a 
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question about the squaring of the circle, or the transit of Venus. This 
is not a mere question of science : it is not the unprofitable exercise of an 
ingenious mind : it is a question between health and sickness, between 
ease and torment, between life and death. Does the honourable gentle- 
man know from what cruel sufferings the improvement of surgical science 
has rescued our secies ? I will tell him one story, the first that comes 
into my head. He may have heard of Leopold, Duke of Austria, the 
same who imprisoned our Richard Coeiir-de-Lion. Leopold’s horse fell 
under him, and crushed his leg. The surgeons said that the limb must 
be amputated ; but none of them knew how to amputate it. Leopold, in 
his agony, laid a hatchet on his thigh, and ordered his servant to strike 
with a mallet. The leg was cut off, and the Duke died of the gush of 
blood. Such was the end of that powerful prince. Why, there is not 
now a bricklayer who falls from a ladder in England, who cannot obtain 
surgical assistance, infinitely superior to that which the sovereign of 
Austria could command in the twelfth century. I think this a bill which 
tends to the good of the people, and which tends especially to the good 
of the poor. Therefore I support it. If it is unpopular, I am sorry for 
it. But I shall cheerfully take my share of its unpopularity. For such, 
I am convinced, ought to be the conduct of one whose object it is, not to 
flatter the people, but to serve them. 
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A SPEECH 

Delivered in a Committee of the House of Commons on the 
28th of February, 1832. 

On Tuesday, the twenty-eighth of February, 1832, in the Committee on the Bill to 
amend the representation of the people in England and Wales, the (question was 
put, “That the Tower Hamlets, Middlesex, stand part of Schedule C.” The op- 
ponents of the Bill mustered their whole strength on this occasion, and were joined 
oy some members who had voted with the Government on the second reading. The 
question was carried, however, by 316 votes to 236. The following Speech was 
made in reply to the Marquess of Chandos and Sir Edward Sugden, who, on very 
different grounds, objected to any increase in the number of metropolitan members. 

Mr Bernal, — L have spoken so often on the question of Parliamentary 
Reformi that I am very unwilling to occupy the time of the Committee. 
But;j0l|i'||iportance of the amendment proposed by the noble Marquess, 
and th^ jp^culiar circumstances in which we are placed to-night, make me 
so anodous that I cannot remain silent. 

In this debate, as in every other debate, our first object should be to 
ascertain on which side the burden of the proof lies. Now, it seems to me 
quite clear that the burden of the proof lies on those who support the 
amendment. I am entitled to take it for granted that it is right and wise 
to give representatives to some wealthy and populous places which have 
hitherto been unrepresented. To this extent, at least, we all, with 
scarcely an exception, now profess ourselves Reformers. There is, 
indeed, a great party which still objects to the disfranchising even of the 
smallest boroughs. But all the most distinguished chiefs of that party 
have, here and elsewhere, admitted that the elective franchise ought to be 
given to some great towns which have risen into importance since our 
representative system took its present form. If this be so, on what 
ground can it be contended that these metropolitan districts ought not to 
be represented ? Are they inferior in importance to the other places to 
which we are all prepared to give members ? I use the word importance 
with perfect confidence ; for, though in our recent debates there has been 
some dispute as to the standard by which the importance of towns is to 
be measured, there is no room for dispute here. Here, take what stan- 
dard you will, the result will be the same. Take population : take the 
rental : take the number of ten pound houses : take the amount of the 
assessed taxes ; any test in short : take any number of tests, and 
combine those tests in any of the ingenious ways which men of science 
have suggested : multiply : divide : subtract : add : try squares or cubes : 
try square roots or cube roots : you will never be able to find a pretext 
for excluding these districts from Schedule C. If, then, it be ac- 
knowledged that the franchise ought to be given to important j)laces which 
are at present unrepresented, and if it be acknowledged that these districts 
are in importance not inferior to any place which is at present unrepre- 
sented, you are bound to give us strong reasons for withholding the 
franchise from these districts. 
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The honourable and learned gentleman* has tried to give suck reasons ; 
and, in doing so, he has completely refuted the whole speech of the noble 
Marquess, with whom he means to divide.t The truth is that the noble 
Marquess and the honourable and learned gentleman, though they agree 
in their votes, do not at all agree in their forebodings or in their ulterior 
intentions. The honourable and learned gentleman thinks it dangerous to 
increase the number of metropolitan voters. The noble Lord is perfectly 
willing to increase the number of metropolitan voters, and objects only to 
any increase in the number of metropolitan members. “Will you,” says 
the honourable and learned gentleman, be so rash, so insane, as to create 
constituent bodies of twenty or thirty thousand electors?” “ Yes,” says 
the noble Marquess, “and much more than that. I will create con- 
stituent bodies of forty thousand, sixty thousand, a hundred thousand. I 
will add Marylebone to Westminster. I will add Lamlxith to Southwark. 
I will add Finsbury and the Tower Hamlets to the City.” d'he no]3le 
Marquess, it is clear, is not afraid of the excitement which may be pro- 
duced by the polling of immense multitudes. Of what then is he afraid ? 
Simply of eight members : nay, of six members : for he is willing, he tells 
us, to add two meml^ers to the two who already sit for Middlesex, and who 
may be considered as metropolitan members. Are six members, then, so 
formidable? I could mention a single peer who now sends more than six 
members to the House. But, says the noble Marquess, the members for the 
metropolitan districts will be called to a strict account by their constituents: 
they will be mere delegates : they will be forced to speak, not their own .sense, 
but the sense of the capital. I will answer for it. Sir, that they will not be 
called to a stricter account than those gentlemen who are nominated by some 
great proprietors of boroughs. Is it not notorious that those who represent 
it as in the highest degree pernicious and degrading that a public man 
should be called to account by a great city which has intrusted its dearest 
interests to his care, do nevertheless think that he is bound by the most 
sacred ties of honour to vote according to the wishes of his patron or to 
apply for the Chiltern Hundreds ? It is a bad thing, I fully admit, that 
a Member of Parliament should l^e a mere delegate. But it is not worse 
that he should be the delegate of a hundred thousand people than of one 
too powerful individual. What a perverse, what an inconsistent spirit is 
this ; too proud to bend to the wishes of a nation, yet ready to lick the 
dust at the feet of a patron ! And how is it proved that a member for 
Lambeth or Finsbury will be under a more servile awe of his constituents 
than a member for Leicester, or a member for Leicestershire, or a mem- 
ber for the University of Oxford? Is it not perfectly notorious that many 
members voted, year after year, against Catholic Kmancipation, simply 
because they knew that, if they voted otherwise, tliey would lose their 
seats? No doubt this is an evil. But it is an evil which will exist in 
some form or other as long as human nature is the same, as long as there 
are men so low-minded as to prefer the gratification of a vulgar ambition 
to the approbation of their conscience and the welfare of their country. 
Construct your representative system as you will, these men will always be 
sycophants. If you give power to Marylebone, they will fiiwn on the house- 
holders of Marylebone. If you leave power to Gatton, they will fawn on 
the proprietor of Gatton. I can see no reason for believing that their 
ba.seness will be more mischievous in the former case than in the latter. 

But, it is said, the power of this huge capital is even now dangerously 
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great ; and will you increase that power? Now, Sir, I am far from 
denying that the power of London is, in some sense, dangerously mreat ; 
but I Stogether deny that the danger will be increased by this bill. It 
has always been found that a hundred thousand people congregated close 
to the seat of government exercise a greater influence on public affairs 
than five hundred thousand dispersed over a remote province. But this 
influence is not proportioned to the number of representatives chosen 
by the capital. This influence is felt at j^resent, though the greater part 
of the capital is unrepresented. This influence is felt in countries where 
there is no representative system at all. Indeed, this influence is nowhere 
so great asunder despotic governments. T need not remind the Committee 
that the Caesars, while ruling by the sword, while putting to death without 
a trial every senator, every magistrate, who incurred their displeasure, yet 
found it necessary to keep the populace of the imperial city in good 
humour by distributions of corn and shows of wild beasts. Every country, 
from Britain to Egypt, was squeezed for the means of filling the granaries 
and adorning the theatres of Rome. On more than one occasion, long 
after the Cortes of Castile had become a mere name, the rabble of 
Madrid assembled before the royal palace, forced their King, their abso- 
lute King, to appear in the balcony, and exacted from him a promise that he 
would dismiss an obnoxious minister. It was in this way that Charles 
the Second was forced to part with Oropesa, and that Charles the Third 
was forced to part with Squillaci. If there is any country in the world 
where pure despotism exists, that country' is Turkey ; and yet there is 
no country in the world where the inhabitants of the capital are so much 
dreaded by the government. The Sultan, who stands in awe of nothing 
else, stands in awe of the turbulent populace, which may, at any moment, 
besiege him in his Seraglio. As soon as Constantinople is up, every- 
thing is conceded. The unpopular edict is recalled. The unpopular 
vizier is beheaded. This sort of power has nothing to do with represen- 
tation. It depends on physical force and on vicinity. You do not pro- 
pose to take this sort of power away from London. Indeed, you cannot 
take it away. Nothing can take it away but an earthquake more terrible 
than that of Lisbon, or a fire more destructive than that of 1666. Law 
can do nothing against this description of power ; for it is a power which 
is formidable only when law has ceased to exist. While the reign of 
law continues, eight votes in a House of six hundred and fifty-eight 
Members will hardly do much harm. When the reign of law is at an 
end, and the reign of violence commences, the importance of a million 
and a half of people, all collected within a walk of the Palace, of the 
Parliament House, of the Bank, of the Courts of Justice, will not be 
measured by eight or by eighty votes. See, then, what you are doing. 
That power which is not dangerous you refuse to London. That power 
which is dangerous you leave undiminished ; nay, you make it more 
dangerous still. For by refusing to let eight or nine hundred thousand 
people express their opinions and wishes in a legal and constitutional 
way, you increase the risk of disaffection and of tumult. It is not neces- 
sary to have recourse to the speeches or writings of democrats to show 
that a represented district is far more likely to be turbulent than an 
unrepresented district. Mr Burke, surely not a rash innovator, not a 
flatterer of the multitude, described long ago in this place with admirable 
eloquence th^ effect produced by the law >^ich gave representative insti- 
tutions to the rebellious mountaineers of Wales. That law, he said, had 
been to an agitated nation what the twin stars celebrate by Horace 
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were to a stormy sea ; the wind had fallen ; the clouds had dispersed ; 
the threatening waves had sunk to rest. I have mentioned the commo- 
tions of Madrid and Constantinople. Why is it that the population of 
unrepresented London, though physically far more powerful than the 
population of Madrid or of Constantinople, has been far more peace- 
able? Why have we never seen the inhabitants of the metropolis 
besiege St James’s, or force their way riotously into this House? Why, 
but because they have other means of giving vent to their feelings, 
because they enjoy the liberty of unlicensed printing, and the liberty of 
holding public meetings. Just as the people of unrepresented London 
are more orderly than the people of Constantinople and Madrid, so will 
the people of represented London be more orderly than the people of 
unrepresented London. 

Surely, Sir, nothing can be more absurd than to withhold legal power 
from a portion of the community because that portion of the com- 
munity possesses natural power. Yet that is precisely what the noble 
Marquess would have us do. In all ages a chief cause of the intestine 
disorders of states has been that the natural distribution of power and the 
legal distribution of power have not corresponded with each other. This 
is no newly discovered truth. It was well known to Aristotle more than 
two thousand years ago. It is illustrated by every part of ancient and of 
modern history, and eminently by the history of England during the last 
few months. Our country has been in serious danger ; and why ? 
Because a representative system, framed to suit the England of the 
thirteenth century, did not suit the England of the nineteenth century ; 
because an old wall, the last relique of a departed city, retained the 
j^rivileges of that city, while great towns, celebrated all over the 
world for wealth and intelligence, had no more share in the govern- 
ment than when they were still hamlets. The object of this bill is to 
correct those monstrous disproportions, and to bring the legal order of 
society into something like harmony with the natural order. What, then, 
can be more inconsistent with the fundamental principle of the bill than 
to exclude any district from a share in the representation, for no reason 
but because that district is, and must always be, one of great importance? 
Tliis bill was meant to reconcile and unite. Will you frame it in such a 
manner that it must inevitably produce irritation and discord? This bill 
was meant to be final in the only rational sense of the word final. Will 
you frame it in such a way that it must inevitably be shortlived ? Is it to 
be the first business of the first reformed House of Commons to pass a 
new Reform Bill ? Gentlemen opposite have often predicted that the 
settlement which we are making will not be permanent ; and they are 
now taking the surest w^ay to accomplish their own prediction. I agree 
with them in disliking change merely as change. I would bear with 
many things which are indemnsible in theory, nay, with some things 
which are grievous in practice, rather than venture on a change in the 
composition of Parliament. But when such a change is necessary,— and 
that such a change is now necessary is admitted by men of all parties, — 
then I hold that it ought to be full and effectual. A great crisis may be 
followed by the complete restoration of health. But no constitution will 
bear perpetual tampering. If the noble Marquess’s amendment should 
unhappily be carried, it is morally certain that the immense population 
of Finsbury, of Marylebone, of I^mbeth, of the Tower Hamlets, will, 
importunately and clamorously, demand redress from the reformed 
Parliament. That Parliament, you tell us, will be much more democra- 
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tically iucUiied than the Parliaments of past times. If so, how can you 
expect that it will resist the urgent demands of a million of people close 
to its door ? These eight seats will be given. More than eignt seats will 
be given. The whole question of Reform will be opened again ; and the 
blame will rest on those who will, by mutilating this great law in an 
essential part, cause hundreds of thousands who now regard it as a boon 
to regard it as an outrage. 

Sir, our word is pledged. Let us remember the solemn promise which 
we gave to the nation last October at a perilous conjuncture. That pro- 
mise was that we would stand firmly by the principles and leading pro- 
visions of the Reform Bill. Our sincerity is now brought to the test. 
One of the leading provisions of the bill is in danger. The question is, 
not merely whether these districts shall be represented, but whether we 
will keep the faith which we plighted to our countrymen. Let us be 
firm. Let us make no concession to those who, having in vain tried to 
throw tlie bill out, are now trying to fritter it away. An attempt has 
been made to induce the Irish members to vote against the government. 
It has been hinted that, perhaps, .some of the seats taken from the metro- 
polis may be given to Ireland. Our Irish friends will, I doubt not, 
remember that the very persons who offer this bribe exerted themselves 
not long ago to raise a cry against the proposition to give additional 
members to Belfast, Limerick, Waterford, and Galway. The truth is 
that our enemies wish only to divide us, and care not by what means. 
One day they try to excite jealousy among the English by as.serting that 
the plan of the government is too favourable to Ireland. Next day they 
try to bribe the Irish to desert u.s, by promising to give something to 
Ireland at the expense of England. I^et us disappoint these cunning men. 
Let us, from whatever part of the United Kingdom we come, be true to 
each other and to the good cause. We have the confidence of our coun- 
try. We have justly earned it. For God’s sake let us not throw it away. 
Other occasions may arise on which honest Reformers may fairly take 
different sides. But to-night he that is not with us is against us. 
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A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 
6th of February 1833. 


On the twenty-ninth of January 1833, the first Parliament elected under the Reform 
Act of 1832 met at Westminster On the fifth of February, King William the 
Fourth made a speech from the throne, in which he expressed his hope that the 
Houses would entrust him with such powers as might be necessary for maintaining 
order in Ireland and for preserving and strengthening the union between that 
country and Great Britain. An Address, assuring His Majesty of the concur- 
rence and support of the Commons, was moved by Lord Ormelie and seconded 
by Mr John Marshall. Mr O’Connell opposed the Addre.ss, and moved, as an 
amendment, that the House should resolve itself into a Committee. After a dis- 
cussion of four nights the amendment was rejected by 428 votes to 40. On the 
second night of the debate the following Speech was made. 

Last night, Sir, I thought that it would not be necessary for me to take 
any part in tlie present debate : but the appeal which has this evening 
been made to me by my honourable friend the Member for Lincoln* has 
forced me to rise. I will, however, po.stpone the few words which I 
have to say in defence of my own consistency, till I have expressed my 
opinion on the much more important subject which is before the House. 

My honourable friend tells us that we are now called upon to make a 
choice between two modes of pacifying Ireland ; that the government 
recommends coercion ; that the honourable and learned Member for 
Dublin f recommends redress ; and that it is our duty to try the effect of 
redress before we have recourse to coercion. The antithesis is framed 
with all the ingenuity which is characteristic of my honourable friend’s 
style; but I cannot help thinking that, on this occasion, his ingenuity 
has imposed on himself, and that he has not sufficiently considered the 
meaning of the pointed phrase which he used with so much effect. Re- 
dress is no doubt a very well sounding word. What can be more reason- 
able than to ask for redress? What more unjust than to refuse redress? 
But my honourable friend will perceive, on reflection, that, though he 
and the honourable and learned Member for Dublin agi’ee in pronouncing 
the word redress, they agree in nothing else. They utter the same 
sound ; but they attach to it two diametrically opposite meanings. The 
honourable and learned Member for Dublin means by redress simply the 
Repeal of the Union. Now, to the Repeal of the Union my honourable 
friend the Member for Lincoln is decidedly adverse. \\Ten we get at 
his real meaning, we find that he is just as unwilling as we are to give 
the redress which the honourable and learned Member for Dublin de- 
mands. Only a small minority of the House will, 1 hope and believe, 
vote with that honourable and learned member ; but the minority which 
thinks with him will be very much smaller. 

We have, indeed, been told by some gentlemen, who are not them- 
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selves repealers, that the question of Repeal deserves a much more 
serious consideration than it has yet received. Repeal, they say, is an 
object on which millions have, however unwisely, set their hearts ; and 
men who speak in the name of millions are not to be coughed down or 
sneered down. That which a suffering nation regards, rightly or wrongly, 
as the sole cure for all its distempers, ought not to be treated with levity, 
but to be the subject of full and solemn debate. All this. Sir, is most 
true : but I am surprised that this lecture should have been read to us 
who sit on your right. It w'ould, I apprehend, have been with more 
propriety addressed to a different quarter. Whose fault is it that we 
have not yet had, and that there is no prospect of our having, this full 
and solemn debate? Is it the fault of His Majesty’s Ministers? Have 
not they framed the Speech which their Royal Master delivered from 
the throne, in such a manner as to invite the grave and searching 
discussion of the question of Repeal ? And has not the invitation 
been declined? Is it not fresh in our recollection that the hon- 
ourable and learned Member for Dublin spoke two hours, perhaps three 
hours, — nobody keeps accurate account of time while he speaks, — but 
two or three hours without venturing to join issue with us on this subject? 
In truth, he suffered judgment to go against him by default. We, on 
this side of the House, did our best to provoke him to the conflict. We 
called on him to maintain here those doctrines which he had proclaimed 
elsewhere with so much vehemence, and, I am sorry to be forced to add, 
with a scurrility unworthy of his parts and eloquence. Never was a 
challenge more fairly given : but it was not accepted. The great 
champion of Repeal would not lift our glove. He shrank back ; he 
skulked away ; not, assuredly, from distrust of his powers, which have 
never been more vigorously exerted than in this debate, but evidently 
from distrust of his cause. I have seldom heard so able a speech as his : 
I certainly never heard a speech so evasive. From the beginning to the 
end he studiously avoided saying a single word tending to raise a discus- 
sion about that Repeal which, in other places, he constantly affirms to be 
the sole panacea for all the evils by which his country is afflicted. Nor 
is this all. Yesterday night he placed on our order-book ndt less than 
fourteen notices ; and of those notices not a single one had any reference 
to the Union between Great Britain and Ireland. It is therefore evident 
to me, not only that the honourable and learned gentleman is not now 
prepared to debate the question in this House, but that he has no intention 
of debating it in this House at all. He keeps it, and prudently keeps it, 
for audiences of a very different kind. I am therefore, I repeat, surprised 
to hear the Government accused of avoiding the discussion of this subject. 
Why should we avoid a battle in which the bold and skilful captain of 
the enemy evidently knows that we must be victorious? 

One gentleman, though not a repealer, has begged us not to declare 
ourselves decidedly adverse to repeal till we have studied the petitions 
which are coming in from Ireland. Really, Sir, this is not a subject on 
which any public man ought to be now making up his mind. My mind 
is made up. Mv reasons are such as, I am certain, no petition from 
Ireland will confute. Those reasons have long been ready to be pro- 
duced ; and, since we are accused of flinching, I will at once proauce 
them. I am prepared to show that the Repeal of the Union would not 
remove the political and social evils which afflict Ireland, nay, that.it 
^^'ould aggravate almost every one of those evils. 

1 understand, though I do not approve, the proceedings of poor Wolfe 
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Tone and his confederates. They wished to make a complete separation 
between Great Britain and Ireland. They wished to establish a Hibernian 
republic. Their plan was a very bad one ; but, to do them justice, it was 
perfectly consistent ; and an ingenious man might defend it by some 
plausible arguments. But that is not the plan of the honourable and 
learned Member for Dublin. He assures us that he wishes the connection 
between the islands to be perpetual. He is for a complete separation 
betw'een the two Parliaments ; but he is for indissoluble union between 
the two Crowns. Nor does the honourable and learned gentleman mean, 
by an union between the Crowns, such an union as exists between the 
Crown of this kingdom and the Crown of Hanover. For I need not say 
that, though the same person is king of Great Britain and of Hanover, 
there is no more political connection between Great Britain and Hanover 
than between Great Britain and Hesse, or between Great Britain and 
Bavaria. Hanover may be at peace with a state with which Great 
Britain i.s at war. Nay, Hanover may, as a member of the Germanic 
body, send a contingent of troops to cross bayonets with the King’s 
English footguards. This is not the relation in which the honourable 
and learned gentleman proposes that Great Britain and Ireland should 
stand to each other. His plan is, that each of the two countries 
shall have an independent legislature, but that both shall have the 
same executive government. Now, is it possible that a mind so acute 
and so well informed as his should not at once perceive that this 
plan involves an absurdity, a downright contradiction, 'fwo independent 
legislatures ! One executive government ! How can the tiling be? No 
doubt, if the legislative power were quite distinct from the executive 
power, England and Ireland might as easily have two legislatures as two 
Chancellors and two Courts of King’s Bench. But though, in books 
written by theorists, the executive power and the legislative power may 
be treated as things quite distinct, every man acquainted with the real 
working of our constitution knows that the two powers are most closely 
connected, nay, intermingled with each other. During several genera- 
tions, the whole administration of affairs has been conducted in conformity 
with the sense of Parliament. About every exercise of the prerogative 
of the Crown it is the privilege of Parliament to offer advice ; and that 
advice no wise king will ever slight. It is the prerogative of the Sove- 
reign to choose his own servants ; but it is impossible for him to main- 
tain them in office unless Parliament will support them. It is the prero 
gative of the Sovereign to treat with other princes ; but it is imiiossiblc 
mr him to persist in any scheme of foreign policy which is disagreeable 
to Parliament. It is the prerogative of the Sovereign to make war ; but 
he cannot raise a battalion or man a frigate without the help of Parlia- 
ment. The repealers may therefore be refuted out of their own mouths. 
They say that Great Britain and Ireland ought to have one executive 
power. But the legislature has a most important share of the executive 
power. Therefore, by the confession of the repealers themselves, Great 
Britain and Ireland ought to have one legislature. 

Consider for one moment in what a situation the executive government 
will be placed if you have two independent legislatures, and if those 
legislatures should differ, as all bodies which are independent of each 
other will sometimes differ. Suppose the case of a commercial treaty 
which is unpopular in England and popular in Ireland. The Irish Par- 
liament expresses its approl)ation of the terms, and passes a vote of thanks 
to the negotiator. We at Westminster censure the terms and impeach 



53 ^ /REPEAL OP THE UNION VPITH IRELAND. 

the negotiator. Or are we to have two foreign offices, one in Downing 
Street and one in Dublin Castle ? Is His Majesty to send to every court 
in Christendom two diplomatic agents, to thwart each other, and to be 
spies upon each other ? It is inconceivable but that, in a very few years, 
disputes such as can be terminated only by arms must arise between 
communities so absurdly united and so absurdly disunited. All history 
confirms this reasoning. Superficial observers have fancied that they 
had found cases on the other side. But as soon as you examine those 
cases you will see either that they bear no analogy to the case with which 
we have to deal, or that they corroborate my argument. The case of 
Ireland herself has been cited. Ireland, it has been said, had an inde- 
pendent legislature from 1782 to 1800 : during eighteen years there were 
two coequal parliaments under one Crown ; and yet there was no colli- 
sion. Sir, the reason that there was not perpetual collision was, as we 
all know, that the Irish parliament, though nominally independent, was 
generally kept in real dependence by means of the foulest corruption that 
ever existed in any assembly. But it is not true that there was no 
collision. Before the Irish legislature had been six years independent, 
a collision did take place, a collision such as might well have pro- 
duced a civil war. In the year 1788, George the Third was incapaci- 
tated by illness from discharging his regal functions. According to 
the constitution, the duty of making provision for the discharge of 
those functions devolved on the parliaments 01 Great Britain and 
Ireland. Between the government of Great Britain and the govern- 
ment of Ireland there was, during the interregnum, no connection what- 
ever. The sovereign who was the common head of both governments 
had virtually ceased to exist : and the two legislatures were no more to 
each other than this House and the Chamber of Deputies at Paris. What 
followed ? The Parliament of Great Britain resolved to offer the Re- 
gency to the Prince of Wales under many important restrictions. The 
Parliament of Ireland made him an offer of the Regency without any re- 
strictions whatever. By the same right by which the Irish Lords and Com- 
mons made that offer, they might, if Mr Pitt’s doctrine be the constitutional 
doctrine, as I believe it to be, have made the Duke of York or the Duke 
of Leinster Regent. To this Regent they might have given all the pre- 
rogatives of the King. Suppo.se, — no extravagant supposition, — that 
George the Third had not recovered, that the rest of his long life had 
been passed in seclusion. Great Britain and Ireland would then have been, 
during thirty- two years, as completely separated as Great Britain and 
Spain. There would have been nothing in common between the govern- 
ments, neither executive power nor legislative power. It is plain, there- 
fore, that a total separation between the two islands might, in the natural 
course of things, and without the smallest violation of the constitution on 
either side, be the effect of the arrangement recommended by the honoui'- 
able and learned gentleman, who solemnly declares that he should consider 
such a separation as the greatest of calamities. 

No doubt, Sir, in several continental kingdoms there have been two 
legislatures, and indeed more than two legislatures, under the same 
Crown. But the explanation is simple. Those legislatures were of no 
real weight in the government. Under Louis the P'ourteenth Brittany 
had its States ; Burgundy had its States ; and yet there was no collision 
between the States of Brittany and the States of Bur^ndy. But why ? 
Because neither the States of Brittany nor the States of Burgundy imposed 
any real restraint on the arbitrary power of the monarch. So, in the 
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dominions of the House of Hapsburg, there is the semT)lance of a legis- 
lature in Hungary and the semblance of a legislature in the Tyrol : but 
all the real power is with the Emperor. I do not say that you cannot 
have one executive power and two mock parliaments, two parliaments 
which merely transact parish business, two parliaments which exercise no 
more influence on great affairs of slate than the vestry of St Pancras or 
the vestry of Marylebone. What I do say, and what common sense 
teaches, and what all history teaches, is this, that you cannot have one 
executive power and two real parliaments, two parliaments possessing 
such powers as the parliament of this country has possessed ever since the 
Revolution, two parliaments to the deliberate sense of which the Sove- 
reign must conform. If they differ, how can he conform to the sense of 
both ? The thing is as plain as a proposition in Euclid. 

It is impossible for me to believe that considerations so obvious and so 
important should not have occurred to the honourable and learned Mem- 
ber for Dublin. Doubtless they have occurred to him ; and therefore it is 
that he shrinks from arguing the question here. Nay, even w^lien he 
harangues more credulous assemblies on the subject, he carefully avoids 
precise explanations ; and the hints which sometimes escape him are 
not easily to be reconciled with each other. On one occasion, if the 
newspapers are to be trusted, he declared that his object was to establish 
a federal union between Great Britain and Ireland. A local parliament, 
it seems, is to sit at Dublin, and to send deputies to an imperial parliament 
which is to sit at Westminster. The honourable and learned gentleman 
thinks, I suppose, that in this way he evades the difhculties which I have 
pointed out. But he deceives himself. If, indeed, his local legislature is to 
be subject to his imperial legislature, if his local legislature is to be merely 
what the Assembly of Antigua or Barbadoes is, or what the Irish Parlia- 
ment was before 1 782, the danger of collision is no doubt removed : but 
what, on the honourable and learned gentleman's own principles, would 
Ireland gain by such an arrangement ? If, on the other hand, his local 
legislature is to be for certain purposes independent, you have again the 
risk of collision. Suppose that a difference of opinion should arise be- 
tween the Imperial Parliament and the Irish Parliament as to the limits of 
their powers, who is to decide between them? A dispute between the 
House of Commons and the House of Lords is bad enough. Yet in that 
case, the Sovereign can, by a high exercise of his prerogative, produce 
haiTnony. He can send us back to our constituents ; and, if that expe- 
dient fails, he can create more lords. When, in 1705, the dispute 
between the Houses about the Aylesbury men ran high. Queen Anne 
restored concord by dismissing the Parliament. Seven years later she 
put an end to another conflict between the Houses by making twelve 
peers in one day. But who is to arbitrate between two representative 
bodies chosen by different constituent bodies ? Look at what is now 
passing in America. Of all federal constitutions that of the United States 
IS the best. It was framed by a convention which contained many wise 
and experienced men, and over which Washington presided. Yet there 
is a debateable ground on the frontier which separates the functions or 
Congress from those of the state legislatures. A dispute ns to the exact 
boundary has lately arisen. Neither party seems disposeti to yield : and, 
if both persist, there can be no umpire but tfie sword. 

For my part. Sir, I have no hesitation in saying that I should very greatly 
prefer the total separation which the honoumble and learned gentleman 
professes to consider as a calamity, to the partial separation which he has 
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taught his countrymen to regard as a blessing. If, on a fair trial, it be 
found that Great Britain and Ireland cannot exist happily together as 
parts of one empire, in God^s name let them separate. I wish to see 
them joined as the limbs of a well formed body are joined. In such a 
body the members assist each other : they are nourished by the same 
food ; if one member suffer, all suffer with it : if one member rejoice, all 
rejoice with it. But I do not wish to see the countries united, like those 
wretched twins from Siam who were exhibited here a little while ago, by 
ah unnatural ligament which made each the constant plague of the other, 
always in each other's way, more helpless than others because they had 
twice as many hands, slower than others because they had twice as many 
legs, sympathising with each other only in evil, not feeling each other's 
pleasures, not supported by each other’s aliments, but tormented by each 
other’s infirmities, and certain to perish miserably by each other’s dissolu- 
tion. 

Ireland has undoubtedly just causes of complaint. We heard those 
causes recapitulated last night by the honourable and learned Member, 
who tells us that he represents not Dublin alone, but Ireland, and that 
he stands between his country and civil war. I do not deny that most of the 
grievances which he recounted exist, that they are serious, and that they 
ought to be remedied as far as it is in the power of legislation to remedy 
them. What I do deny is that they were caused by the Union, and that 
the Repeal of the Union would remove them. I listened attentively 
while the honourable and learned gentleman went through that long and 
melancholy list : and I am confident that he did not mention a single evil 
which was not a subject of bitter complaint while Ireland had a domestic 
parliament. Is it fair, is it reasonable in the honourable gentleman to 
impute to the Union evils which, as he knows bettei than any other man 
in this house, existed long before the Union ? Post hoc : er^Oy propter hoc 
is not always sound reasoning. But a7ite hoc : ergOy non propter hoc is 
unanswerable. The old rustic who told Sir Thomas More that Tenterden 
steeple was the cause of Godwin sands reasoned much l^etter than the 
honourable and learned gentleman. For it was not till after Tenterden 
steeple was built that the frightful wrecks on the Godwin sands were heard 
of. But the honourable and learned gentleman would make Godwin sands 
the cause of Tenterden steeple. Some of the Irish grievances which he 
ascribes to the Union are not only older than the Union, but are not pecu- 
liarly Irish. They are common to England, Scotland, and Ireland ; and it was 
in order to get rid of them that we, for the common benefit of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, passed the Reform Bill last year. Other grievances which 
the honourable and learned gentleman mentioned are doubtless local ; but 
is there to be a local legislature wherever there is a local grievance ? 
Wales has had local grievances. We all remember the complaints which 
were made a few years ago about the Welsh judicial system ; but did 
anybody therefore propose that Wales should have a distinct parliament ? 
Cornwall has some local grievances ; but does anybody propose that 
Cornwall shall have its own House of Lords and its own House of 
Commons ? Leeds has local grievances. The majority of my constitu- 
ents distrust and dislike the municipal government to which they are 
subject ; they therefore call loudly on us for corporation reform : but 
they do not ask us for a separate legislature. Of this I am quite sure, 
that every argument which has been urged for the purpose of showing 
that Great Britain and Ireland ought to have two distinct parliaments may 
be urged with far greater force for the purpose of showing that the north 
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of Ireland and the south of Ireland ought to have two distinct parlia- 
mpts. The House of Commons of the United Kingdom, it has been 
said, is chiefly elected by Protestants, and therefore cannot be trusted to 
legislate for Catholic Ireland. If this be so, how can an Irish House of 
Commons, chiefly elected by Catholics, be trusted to legislate for Protest- 
ant Ulster? It is perfectly notorious that theological antipathies are 
stronger in Ireland than here. I appeal to the honourable and learned 
gentleman himself. He has often declared that it is impossible for a 
Roman Catholic, whether prosecutor or culprit, to obtain justice from a 
jury of Orangemen. It is indeed certain that, in blood, religion, 
language, habits, character, the population of some of the northern 
counties of Ireland has much more in common with the population of 
England and Scotland than with the population of Munster and Con- 
naught. I defy the honourable and learned Member, therefore, to find a 
reason for having a parliament at Dublin which will not be just as good 
a reason for having another parliament at Londonderry. 

Sir, in showing, as I think I have shown, the absurdity of this cry for 
Repeal, I have in a great measure vindicated myself from the charge of 
inconsistency which has been brought against me by my honourable friend 
the Member for Lincoln. It is very easy to bring a volume of Hansard 
to the House, to read a few sentences of a speech made in very different 
circumstances, and to say, Last year you were for pacifying England by 
concession : this year you are for pacifying Ireland by coercion. How 
can you vindicate your consistency ? ” Surely my honourable friend can- 
not but know that nothing is easier than to write a theme for severity, for 
clemency, for order, for liberty, for a contemplative life, for an active life, 
and so on. It was a common exercise in the ancient schools of rhetoric to 
take an abstract question, and to harangue first on one side and then on 
the other. The question, Ought popular discontents to be quieted by 
concession or coercion ? would have been a very good subject for oratory 
of this kind. There is no lack of commonplaces on either side. But 
when we come to the real business of life, the value of these conxmon- 
places depends entirely on the particular circumstances of the case which 
we are discussing. Nothing is easier than to write a treatise proving that 
it is lawful to resist extreme tyranny. Nothing is easier than to write a 
treatise setting forth the wickedness of wantonly bringing on a great 
society the miseries inseparable from revolution, the bloodshed, the 
spoliation, the anarchy. Both treatises may contain much that is true ; 
but neither will enable us to decide whether a particular insurrection is or 
is not justifiable without a close examination of the facts. There is surely 
no incon.sistency in speaking with respect of the memory of Lord Russell 
and with horror of the crime of Thistlewood ; and, in my opinion, the 
conduct of Russell and the conduct of Thistlewood did not differ more 
widely than the cry for Parliamentary Reform and the cry for the 
Repeal of the Union. The Reform Bill I believe to be a blessing to the 
nation. Repeal I know to be a mere delusion. I know it to be imprac- 
ticable : and I know that, if it were practicable, it would be pernicious 
to every part of the empire, and utterly ruinous to Ireland. Is it not 
then absurd to say that, because I wished last year to (]uiet the English 
people by giving them that which was beneficial to them, I ani therefore 
bound in consistency to quiet the Irish people this year by giving them 
tliat which will be fatal to them ? I utterly deny, too, that, in consent- 
ing to arm the government with extraordinary powers for the purpose of 
repressing disturbances in Ireland. I am guilty of the smallest inconsist- 
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ency. On what occasion did I ever refuse to support any government in 
repressing disturbances ? It js perfectly true that, in the debates on the 
Reform Bill, I imputed the tumults and outrages of 1830 to misrule. But 
did I ever say that those tumults and outrages ought to be tolerated ? I 
did attribute the Kentish riots, the Hampshire riots, the burning of com 
stacks, the destruction of threshing machines, to the obstinacy with which 
the Ministers of the Crown had refused to listen to the demands of the 
people. But did I ever say that the rioters ought not to be imprisoned, 
that the incendiaries ought not to be hanged ? I did ascribe the disorders 
of Nottingham and the fearful sacking of Bristol to the unwise rejection 
of the Reform Bill by the Lords. But did I ever say that such excesses 
as were committed at Nottingham and Bristol ought not to be put down, 
if necessary, by the sword ? 

I would act towards Ireland on the same principles on which I acted 
towards England. In Ireland, as in England, I would remove every just 
cause of complaint ; and in Ireland, as in England, I would support the 
Government in preserving the public peace. What is there inconsistent 
in this ? My honourable friend seems to think that no person who be- 
lieves that disturbances have been caused by maladministration can con- 
sistently lend his help to put down those disturbances. If that be so, the 
honourable and learned Member for Dublin is quite as inconsistent as I 
am ; indeed, much more so ; for he thinks very much worse of the Gov- 
ernment than I do ; and yet he declares himsell willing to assist the 
Government in quelling the tumults which, as he assures us, its own mis- 
conduct is likely to produce. He told us yesterday that our harsh policy 
might perhaps goad the unthinking populace of Ireland into insurrection ; 
and he added that, if there should l^e an insurrection, he should, while 
execrating us as the authors of all the mischief, be found in our ranks, and 
sliould be ready to support us in everything that might be necessary for 
the restoration of order. As to this part of the subject, there is no differ- 
ence in principle between the honourable and learned gentleman and 
myself. In his opinion, it is probable that a time may soon come when 
vigorous coercion may be necessary, and when it may be the duty of every 
friend of Ireland to co-operate in the work of coercion. In my opinion, 
that time has already come. The grievances of Ireland are doubtless great, 
so great that I never would have connected myself with a Government 
which I did not believe to be intent on redressing those grievances. But am 
I, because the grievances of Ireland are great, and ought to be redressed, 
to abstain from redressing the worst grievance of all? Am I to look on 
quietly while the laws are insulted by a furious rabble, while houses are plun- 
aered and burned, while my peaceable fellow-subjects are butchered? 
The distribution of Church property, you tell us, is unjust. Perhaps I 
agree with you. But what then ? I'o what purpose is it to talk about 
the distribution of Church property, while no property is secure ? Then 
you try to deter us from putting down robbery, arson, and murder, by 
telling us that if we resort to coercion we shall raise a civil war. We are 
past that fear. Recollect that, in one county alone, there have been 
within a few weeks sixty murders or assaults with intent to murder and 
six hundred burglaries. Since we parted last summer the slaughter in 
Ireland has exceeded the slaughter of a pitched battle : the destruction 
of property has been as great as would have been caused by the storming 
of three or four towns. Civil war, indeed ! I would rather live in the 
midst of any civil war that we have had in England daring the last two 
hundred ycai-s than in some parts of Ireland at the present moment? 
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Rather, much rather, would I have lived on the line of march of the 
Pretender’s army in 1 745 than in Tipperary now. It is idle to threaten us 
with civil war ; for we have it already ; and it is because we are resolved 
to put an end to it that we are called base, and brutal, and bloody. Such 
are the epithets which the honourable and learned Member for Dublin 
thinks it becoming to pour forth against the party to which he owes every 
political privilege that he enjoys. He need not fear that any member of 
that party will be provoked into a conflict of scurrility. Use makes even 
sensitive minds callous to invective : and, copious as his vocabulary is, 
he will not easily find in it any foul name which has not been many times 
applied to those who sit around me, on account of the zeal and steadiness 
with which they supported the emancipation of the Roman Catholics. 
His reproaches are not more stinging than the reproaches which, in limes 
not very remote, we endured unflinchingly in his cause. T can assure him 
that men who faced the cry of No Popery are not likely to be scared 
by the cry of Repeal. The time will come when history will do ju.stice 
to the Whigs of England, and will faithfully relate how much they did 
and suffered for Ireland ; how, for the sake of Ireland, they quitted office 
in 1807 ; how, for the sake of Ireland, they remained out of office more 
than twenty years, braving the frowns of the Court, braving the hisses of 
the multitude, renouncing power, and patronage, and salaries, and peerages, 
and garters, and yet not obtaining in return even a little fleeting popularity. 
I see on the benches near me men who might, by uttering one word 
against Catholic Emancipation, nay, by merely abstaining from uttering 
a word in favour of Catholic Emancipation, have been returned to this 
House without difficulty or expense, and who, rather than wrong their 
Irish fellow-subjects, were content to relinquish all the objects of their 
honourable ambition, and to retire into private life with conscience and 
fame untarnished. As to one eminent person, who seems to be regarded 
with especial malevolence by those who ought never to mention his name 
without reverence and gratitude, I will say only this : that the loudest 
clamour which the honourable and learned gentleman can excite against 
Lord Grey will be trifling when compared with the clamour which Lord 
Grey withstood in order to place the honouiablc and learned gentleman 
where he now sits. Though a young member of the Whig party, I will 
venture to speak in the name of the whole body. I tell the honourable 
and learned gentleman, that the same spirit which sustained us in a just 
contest for him will sustain us in an equally just contest against him. 
Calumny, abuse, i-oyal displeasure, popular fury, exclusion from office, 
exclusion from Parliament, we were ready to endure them all, rather than 
that he should be less than a British subject. We never will suffer him 
to be more. 

I stand here. Sir, for the first time as the repre.sentative of a new 
constituent body, one of tlie largest, most prosperous, and most enlightened 
towns in the kingdom. The electors of 1 .eeds, believing that at this time 
the service of the people is not incompatible with the service of the Crown, 
have sent me to this House charged, in the language of His Majesty’s 
writ, to do and consent, in their name and in their behalf, to such things 
as shall be proposed in the great Council of the nation. In the name, 
then, and on the behalf of my constituents, I give my full assent to that 
part of the Address wherein the Hou.se declares its resolution to maintain 
inviolate, by the help of God, the connection between Great Britain and 
Ireland, and to intrust to the Sovereign such powers as sliall be necessary 
to secure property, to restore order, and to preserve the integrity of the 
empire. 
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A SPEECH 

Delivered in a Committee of the whole House of Commons 
ON the 17TH of April, 1833. 

On the seventeenth of April, 1833, the House of Commons resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee to consider of the civil disabilities of the Jews. Mr Warburton took the 
chair. Mr Robert Grant moved the following resolution ; — 

“ That it is the opinion of this Committee that it is ej^edient to remove all civil 
disabilities at present existing with respect to His Majesty's subjects professing 
the Jewish religion, with the like exceptions as are provided with respect to His 
Majesty’s subjects profes.sing the Roman Catholic religion.” 

The resolution passed without a division, after a warm debate, in the course of 
which the following Speech was made. 

Mr Warburton, — I recollect, and my honourable friend the Member for 
the University of Oxford will recollect, that when this subject was dis- 
cussed three years ago, it was remarked, by one whom we both loved and 
whom we both regret, that the strength of the case of the Jews was a serious 
inconvenience to their advocate, for that it was hardly possible to make a 
speech for them without wearying the audience by repeating truths which 
were universally admitted. If Sir James Mackintosh felt this difficulty when 
the question was first brought forward in this House, I may well despair 
of being able now to offer any arguments which have a pretence to novelty. 

My honourable friend, the Member for the University of Oxford, began 
his speech by declaring that he had no intention of calling in question the 
principles of religious liberty. He utterly disclaims persecution, that is 
to say, persecution as defined by himself. It would, in his opinion, be 
persecution to hang a Jew, or to flay him, or to draw his teeth, or to im- 
prison him, or to fine him ; for every man who conducts himself peaceably 
has a right to his life and his limbs, to his personal liberty and his pro- 
perty. But it is not persecution, says my honourable friend, to exclude any 
individual or any class from office ; for nobody has a right to office : in 
every country official appointments must be subject to such regulations as 
the supreme authority may choose to make ; nor can any such regulations 
be reasonably complained of by any member of the society as unjust. He 
who obtains an office obtains it, not as matter of right, but as matter of 
favour. He who does not obtain an office is not wronged ; he is only in 
that situation in which the vast majority of every community must neces- 
sarily be. There are in the United Kingdom five and twenty million 
Christians without places ; and, if they do not complain, why should five 
and twenty thousand Jews complain of being in the same case ? In this 
way my honourable friend has convinced himself that, as it would be most 
absurd in him and me to say that we are wronged because we are not 
Secretaries of State, so it is most absurd in the Jews to say that they are 
wronged, becau.se they are, as a people, excluded from public employment. 

Now, surely my honourable friend cannot have considered to what con- 
clusions his reasoning leads. Those conclusions are so monstrous that he 
would, I am certain, shrink from them. Does he really mean that it 
would not be wrong in the legislature to enact that no man should be a 
judge unless he weighed twelve stone, or that no man should sit in parlia- 
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ment unless he were six feet high ? We are about to bring in a bill for 
the government of India. Suppose that we were to insert in that bill a 
clause providing that no graduate of the University of Oxford should be 
(jovernor General or Governor of any Presidency, would not my honour- 
able friend cry out against such a clause as most unjust to the learned 
body which he represents? And would he think himself sufficiently an- 
swered by being told, in his own words, that the appointment to office is 
a mere matter of favour, and that to exclude an individual or a class from 
office is no injury ? Surely, on consideration, he must admit that official 
appointments ought not to be subject to regulations purely arbitrary, to 
regulations for which no reason can be given but mere caprice, and that 
those who would exclude any class from public employment are bound to 
show some special reason for the exclusion. 

My honourable friend has api>ealed to us as Christians. Let me then 
ask him how he understands that great commandment wliich comprises 
the law and the prophets. Can we be said to do unto others we would 
that they .should do unto us if we wantonly inflict oil thA even the 
smallest pain? As Christians, surely we are bound to ftr&t, 

whether, by excluding the Jews from all public tnist, we ^Ve them 
pain ; and, secondly, whether it be necessary to give them that pain in 
order to avert some greater evil. That by excluding thfem from public 
trust we inflict pain on them my honourable friend will tfot dispute. As 
a Christian, therefore, he is bound to relieve them from that pain. 
he can show, what I ant sure he has not yet shown, ihatdt is necil^i^^iio 
the general good that they should continue to suffer. 

But where, he says, are you to stop, if once you admit into tbe^ouse 
of Commons people who deny the authority of the Gospels? Will you 
let in a Mussulman? Will you let in a Parsee? Will you let in a Hin- 
doo, who worships a lump of stone with seven heads? I will answer my 
honourable friend’s question by another. Where docs he mean to stop ? 
Is he ready to roast unbelievei's at slow fires? If not, let him tell us why ; 
and I will engage to prove that his reason is just as decisive against the 
intolerance which he thinks a duty, as against the intolerance which 
he thinks a crime. Once admit that we are bound to inflict pain 
oa a man because he is not of our religion ; and wliere are you to 
stop ? Why stop at the point fixed by my honourable friend rather than 
at the point fixed l)y the honourable Member for Oldham,* who would 
make the Jews incapable of holding land ? And why stop at the point 
fixed by the honourable Member for Oldham rather than at the point which 
would have been fixed by a Spani.sh Inquisitor of the sixteenth century ? 
When once you enter on a course of persecution, I defy you to find any 
reason for making a halt till you have reached the extreme point. When my 
honourable friend tells us that he will allow the Jews to possess property 
to any amount, but that he will not allow them to possess the smallest 
political power, he holds contradictory language. Property is power. 1 lie 
honourable Member for Oldham reasons better than my honourable friend. 
The honourable Member for Oldham sees very clearly that it is impos- 
sible to deprive a man of political power if you suffer him to be the pro- 
prietor of half a county, and therefore very consistently proposes to con- 
fiscate the landed estates of the Jews. But even the honourable Member 
for Oldham does not go far enough. He has not proposed to confis- 
cate the personal property of the Jews. Yet it is perfectly certain that any 
Jew who has a million may easily make himself very important in the 
* Mr Cobbett, 
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State. By snch steps we pass from official power to landed property, 
and from landed property to personal property, and from property 
to liberty, and from liberty to life. In tnith, those persecutors who use 
the rack and the stake have much to say for themselves. They are con- 
vinced that their end is good ; and it must be admitted that they employ 
means which are not unlikely to attain the end. Religious dissent has 
repeatedly been put down by sanguinary persecution. In that way the 
Albigenses were put down. In that way Protestantism was suppressed 
in Spain and Italy, so that it has never since reared its head. But I defy 
any body to produce an instance in which disabilities such as we are now 
considering have produced any other effect than that of making the sufferers 
angry and obstinate. My honourable friend should either persecute to some 
purpose, or not persecute at all. He dislikes the word persecution 1 
know. He will not admit that the Jews are persecuted. And yet I am 
confident that he would rather be sent to the King’s Bench Prison for 
three months, or be fined a hundred pounds, than be subject to the dis- 
abilities under which the Jews lie. How can he then say that to impose 
such disabilities is not persecution, and that to fine and imprison is per- 
secution? All his reasoning consists in draw'ing arbitrary lines. What 
he does not wish to inflict he calls persecution. What he does wish to 
inflict he will not call persecution. What he takes from the Jews he 
calls political power. What he is too good-natured to take from the 
Jews he will not call political power. The Jew must not sit in Parlia- 
ment : but he may be the proprietor of all the ten pound houses in a 
borough. He may have more fifty pound tenants than any peer in the 
kingdom. He may give the voters treats to please their palates, and 
hire bands of gipsies to break their heads, as if he were a Christian and 
a Marquess. All the rest of this system is of a piece. The Jew may be 
a juryman, but not a judge. He may decide issues of fact, but not issues 
of law. He may give a hundred thousand pounds damages ; but he may 
not in the most trivial case grant a new trial. He may rule the money 
market : he may influence the exchanges : he may be summoned to con- 
gresses of Emperors and Kings. Great potentates, instead of negotiating 
a loan with him by tying him in a chair and pulling out his grinders, may 
treat with him as with a great potentate, and may postpone the declaring 
of war or the signing of a treaty till they have conferred with him. All 
this is as it should be ; but he must not be a Privy Councillor. He must 
not be called Right Honourable, for that is political power. And who 
is it that we are trying to cheat in this way? Even Omniscience. Yes, 
Sir ; we have been gravely told that the Jews are under the divine dis- 
pleasure, and that if we give them political power God will visit us in 
judgment. Do we then think that God cannot distinguish between sub- 
stance and form ? Does not He know that, while we withhold from the 
Jews the semblance and name of political power, we suffer them to pos- 
sess the substance ? The plain truth is that my honourable friend is drawn 
in one direction by his opinions, and in a directly opposite direction by 
his excellent heart. He halts between tw’o opinions. He tries to make a 
compromise between principles which admit of no compromise. He 
goes a certain way in intolerance. Then he stops, without being able to 
give a reason for stopping. But I know the reason. It is his humanity. 
'Fhose who formerly dragged .the Jew at a horse’s tail, and singed his 
beard with blazing furzebushes, were much worse men than my honour- 
able friend ; but they were more consistent than he. 

It has been said that it would be monstrous to see a Jew judge try a 
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man for blasphemy. In my opinion it is monstrous to see any jud^e try 
a man for blasphemy under the present law. But, if the law on that 
subject were in a sound state, I do not .see why a conscientious Tew might 
not try a blasphemer. Every man, 1 think, ought to be at liberty to discuss 
the evidences of religion ; but no man ought to be at liberty to force on 
the unwilling ears and eyes of others sounds and sights which must cause 
annoyance and irritation. The distinction is dear. I think it wrong to 
punish a man for selling Paine’s Age of Reason in a back-shop to those 
who choose to buy, or for delivering a Deistical lecture in a private room 
to those who choose to listen. But if a man exhibits at a window in the 
Strand a hideous caricature of that which is an object of awe and adora- 
tion to nine hundred and ninety-nine out of every thousand of the people 
who pass up and down that great thoroughfare ; if a man in a place of 
public resort applies opprobrious epithets to names held in reverence by 
all Cdiristians ; such a man ought, in my opinion, to be severely punished, 
not for differing from us in opinion, but for committing a nuisance which 
gives us pain and disgust. He is no more entitled to outrage our feelings 
by obtruding his impiety on us, and to say that he is exercising his right of 
discussion, than to establish a yard for butchering horses close to our houses, 
and to say that he is exercising his right of property, or to run naked up 
and down the public streets, and to say that he is exercising his right of 
locomotion. He has a right of discussion, no doubt, as he has a right of 
property and a right of locomotion. But he must use all his rights so as 
not to infringe the rights of others. 

d'hese. Sir, are the principles on which I would frame the law of 
blasphemy ; and if the law were so framed, I am at a loss to understand 
why a Jew might not enforce it as well as a Christian. I am not a Ro- 
man Catholic ; but if I were a judge at Malta, I should have no scruple 
about punishing a bigoti^d Protestant who should burn the Pope in effigy 
before the eyes of thousands of Roman Catholics. I am not a Mussulman ; 
but if I were a judge in India, I should have no scruple about punishing a 
Christian who should pollute a mosque. Why, then, should I doubt that 
a Jew. raised by his ability, learning, and integrity to the judicial bench, 
would deal properly with any person who, in a Christian country, should 
insult the Christian religion ? 

But, says my honourable friend, it has been prophesied that the Jews 
are to be wanderers on the face of the earth, and that they are not to 
mix on terms of equality with the people of the countries in which they 
sojourn. Now, Sir, I am confident that I can demonstrate that this is 
not the sense of any prophecy which is part of Holy Writ. For it is an 
undoubted fact that, in the United States of America, Jewish citizens do 
possess all the privileges pos.sessed by Christian citizens. Therefore, if 
the prophecies mean that the Jew's never shall, during their wandering.s, 
be admitted by other nations to equal participation of political rights, 
the prophecies are false. But the prophecies are certainly not false. 
Therefore their meaning cannot be that wduch is attributed to them by my 
honourable friend. 

Another objection which has been made to this motion is that the 
Tews look forward to the coming of a great deliverer, to their return to 
Palestine, to the rebuilding of their Temple, to the revival of their ancient 
worship, and that therefore they will always consider England, not their 
country, but merely as their place of exile. But, surely, Sir, it would be 
the grossest ignorance of human nature to imagine that the anticipation 
of an event which is to happen at some time altogether indefinite, of an 
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event which has been vainly expected during many centuries, of an event 
which even those who confidently expect that it will happen do not con- 
fidently expect that they or their children or their grandchildren will see, 
can ever occupy the minds of men to such a degree as to make them 
regardless of what is near and present and certain. Indeed C’hristians, 
as well as Jews, believe that the existing order of things will come to an 
end. Many Christians believe that Jesus will visibly reign on earth dur- 
ing a thousand years. Expositors of prophecy have gone so far as to fix 
the year when the Millennial period is to commence. The prevailing 
opinion is, I think, in favour of the year 1866 ; but, according to some 
commentators, the time is close at hand. Are we to exclude all millen- 
narians from Parliament and office, on the ground that they are impa- 
tiently lo<.)king forward to the miraculous monarchy which is to supersede 
the present dynasty and the ])resent constitution of England, and that 
therefore they cannot be heartily loyal to King William? 

In one important point, Sir, my honourable friend, the Member for 
the University of Oxford, must acknowledge that the Jewish religion is of 
all erroneous religions the least mischievous, d'here is not the slightest 
chance that the Jewish religion will spread. The Jew does lujt wish to 
make proselytes. He may l>e said to reject them. He thinks it almost 
culpable in one who does not belong to his race to presume to belong 
to his religion. It is therefore not strange that a conversion from 
Christianity *to Judaism should be a rarer occurrence than a total 
eclii)se of the sun. There was one distinguished convert in the last cen- 
tury, Lord George Gordon ; and the history of his conversion deserves 
to he remembered. For if ever there was a proselyte of whom a prosely- 
tising sect would have been proud, it was Lord George ; not only because 
he was a man of high birth and rank ; not only because he had been a 
member of the legislature ; but also because he had been distinguished 
by the intolerance, nay, the ferocity, of his zeal for his own form of 
Christianity. But was he allured into the Synagogue ? Was he even 
welcomed to it ? No, sir j he was coldly and reluctantly permitted to 
2hare the reproach and suffering of the chosen people ; but he was sternly 
shut out from their privileges. He underwent the painful rite which 
their law enjoins. But when, on his deathbed, he begged hard to be 
buried among them according to their ceremonial, he was told that his 
request could not be granted. I understand that cry of “Hear.” It 
reminds me that one of the arguments against this motion is that the 
Jews are an unsocial people, that they draw close to each other, and 
stand aloof from strangers. Really, Sir, it is amusing to compare the 
manner in which the question of Catholic emanci})ati(ni was argued for- 
merly by some gentlemen with the manner in which the question of Jew 
emancipation is argued by the same gentlemen now. When the ques- 
tion was about Catholic emancipation, the cry was, “ See how restless, 
how versatile, how encroaching, how insinuating, is the spirit of the 
Church of Rome. See how her i^riests compass earth and sea to make 
one proselyte, how indefatigably they toil, how attentively they study the 
weak and strong parts of every character, how skilfully they employ 
literature, arts, sciences, as engines for the propagation of their faith. 
You find them in gvery region and under every disguise, collating manu- 
scripts in the Bodleian, fixing, telescopes in the observatory of Pekin, 
teaching the use of the plough and the spinning-wheel to the savages of 
Paraguay. Will you give power to the members of a Church so busy, 
so aggressive, so insatiable ? ” Well, now the question is about people 



JEWISH DISABILITIES. 549 

who never try to seduce any stranger to join ilicin, and who do not wish 
anybody to be of their faith who is not also of their blood. And now 
you exclaim, “ Will you give power to the members of a sect which 
lemains sullenly apart from other sects, which does not invite, nay, which 
hardly even admits neophytes?” The truth is, that bigotry will never 
want a pretence. Whatever the sect be which it is proposed to tolerate, 
the peculiarities of that sect will, for the time, be pronounced by intole- 
rant men to Ijc the most odious and dangerous that can be conceived. 
As to the Jews, that they are unsocial as respects religion is true ; and so 
much the better : for, surely, as Christians, wc cannot wish that they 
should bestir themselves to pervert us from our own faith, but that the 
Jews would be unsocial members of the civil community, if the civil com- 
munity did its duty by them, has never been proved. My right honour- 
able friend who made the motion which we arc discussing has produced 
a great body of evidence to show that they have been grossly misrepre- 
sented ; and that evidence has not been refuted by my honourable friend 
the Member for the University of Oxford. But what if it were true that 
the Jews are unsocial? What if it were true that they do not regard 
Lnglaml as their country? Would not the treatment which they have 
undergone explain and excuse their antipathy to the society in which 
they live ? I las not similar antipathy often been felt by persecuted 
Christians to the society which persecuted them? While the bloody code 
of Klizabeth was enforced against the English Roman Catholics, what 
was the patriotism of Roman Catholics? Oliver Cromwell said that in 
his time they were Es]ianioIised. At a later j^eriod it might have been 
said that they were Oallicised. It was the same with the Calvinists. 
What more deadly enemies had h'rance in the days of Louis the Four- 
teenth than the persecuted Huguenots? But would any rational man 
infer from these facts that either the Roman Catholic as such, or the Cal- 
vinist as such, is incapalde of loving the land of his birth ? If England 
w^ere now invaded by Roman Catholics, how’^ many English Roman 
Catholics would go over to the invader? If France were now attacked 
by a Rrotestant enemy, how many French Protestants would lend hin 
help? Why not try wdiat effect would be produced on the Jews by that 
tolerant policy which has made the English Roman Catholic a good 
Englishman, and the French Calvinist a good Frenchman ? 

Another charge has been brought against tlte Jew\s, not by my honour- 
able friend the Member for the University of Oxford — he has too much 
learning and too much good feeling to make such a charge — but by the 
honourable Member for Oldham, who has, I am sorry to see, quitted his 
place. The honourable Member for Oldham tells us that the Jews are 
naturally a mean race, a sordid race, a money-getting race ; that they arc 
averse to all honourable callings ; that they neither sow nor reap ; that 
they liave neither flocks nor herds ; that usury is the only pursuit for 
which they are fit ; that they arc destitute of all elevated and amiable 
sentiments. Such, Sir, has in every age been the reasoning of bigots. 
They never fail to plead in justification of persecution the vices which 
persecution has engendered. England has been to the Jews less than half 
a country ; and wn revile them because they <lo not feel for England more 
than a half patriotism. We treat them as slaves, and wonder that they 
tlo not regard us as brethren. We drive them to mean occupations, and 
then reproach them for not embracing honourable professions. We long 
forbade them to possess land ; and we complain that they chiefly occupy 
themselves in trade. We shut them out from all the paths of ambition ; 
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and then we despise them for taking refuge in avarice. During many 
ages we have, in all our dealings with them, abused our immense superi- 
ority of force ; and then we are disgusted because they have recourse to 
that cunning which is the natural and universal defence of the weak 
against the violence of the strong. But were they always a mere money- 
changing, money-getting, money-hoarding race ? Nobody knows better 
than my honourable friend the Member for the University of Oxford that 
there is nothing in their national character which unfits them for the 
highest duties of citizens. He knows that, in the infancy of civilisation, 
when our island was as savage as New Guinea, when letters and arts 
were still unknown to Athens, when scarcely a thatched hut stood on 
what was afterwards the site of Rome, this contemned people had their 
fenced cities and cedar palaces, their splendid Temple, their fleets of 
merchant ships, their schools of sacred learning, their great statesmen and 
soldiers, their natural philosophers, their historians and their poets. 
What nation ever contended more manfully against overwhelming odds 
for its independence and religion ? What nation ever, in its last agonies, 
gave such signal proofs of what may be accomplished by a brave de- 
spair ? And if, in the course of many centuries, the oppressed descen- 
dants of warriors and sages have degenerated from the qualities of their 
fathers, if, while excluded from the blessings of law, and bowed down 
under the yoke of slavery, they have contracted some of the vices of out- 
laws and of slaves, shall we consider this as matter of reproach to them ? 
Shall we not rather consider it as matter of shame and remorse to our- 
selves ? Let us do justice to them. I .et us open to them the door of the 
House of Commons. Let us open to them every career i!i which ability 
and energy can be displayed. Till we have done this, let us not presume 
to say that there is no genius among the countrymen of Isaiah, no 
heroism among the descendants of the Maccabees. 

Sir, in supporting the motion of my honourable friend, I am, I firmly be- 
lieve, supporting the honour and the interests of the Cdirislian religion. I 
should think that I insulted that religion if I said that it cannot stand 
unaided by intolerant laws. Without such laws it was established, and 
without such laws it may be maintained. It triumphed over the super- 
stitions of the most refined and of the most savage nations, over the grace- 
ful mythology of Greece and the bloody idolatry of the Northern forests. 
It prevailed over the power and policy of the Roman empire. It tamed 
the barbarians by whom that empire was overthrown. But all these 
victories were gained not by the help of intolerance, but in spite of the 
opposition of intolerance. The whole history of (diristianity proves that 
she has little indeed to fear from persecution as a foe, but much to fear 
from persecution as an ally. May she long continue to bless our countiy 
with her benignant influence, strong in her sublime philosophy, strong in 
her spotless morality, strong in those internal and external evidences to 
which the most powerful and comprehensive of human intellects have 
yielded assent, the last solace of those who have outlived every earthly 
hope, the last restraint of those who are raised above every eartlily fear ! 
But let not us, mistaking her character and her interests, fight the battle 
of truth with the weapons of error, and endeavour to support l)y oppres- 
sion that religion which lirst taught the human race the great lesson of 
universail charity, j 
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A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the ioth of july 1833. 

On Wednesday, the tenth of July 1833, Mr Charles Grant, President of the Board of 
Control, moved that the Bill for effecting an arrangement with the India Com- 
pany, and for the^ better government of His Majesty’s Indian territories, should 
he read a second time. The motion was carried without a division, but not with- 
out a long debate, in the course of which the following Speech was made. 

Having, while this bill was in preparation, enjoyed the fullest and kind- 
est confidence of my right honourable friend, the President of the Board 
of Control, agreeing with him completely in all those views which on a 
former occasion he so luminously and eloquently developed, having 
shared his anxieties, and feeling that in some degree I share his responsi- 
bility, I am naturally desirous to obtain the attention of the House while 
T attempt to defend the principles of the proposed arrangement. I wish 
that I could promise to be very brief ; but the subject is so extensive that 
I will only promise to condense what I have to say as much as I can. 

I rejoice, Sir, that I am completely dispensed, by the turn which our 
debates have taken, from the necessity of saying anything in favour of one 
part of our plan, the opening of the China trade. No voice, I Relieve, 
has yet been raised here in support of the monopoly. On tliat subject 
all public men of all parties seem to be agreed. The resolution proposed 
by the Ministers has received the unanimous assent of both Houses, and 
the approbation of the whole kingdom. I will not, therefore, Sir, detain 
you by vindicating what no gentleman has yet ventured to attack, but 
will proceed to call your attention to those effects which this great com- 
mercial revolution necessarily produced on the system of Indian govern- 
ment and finance. * 

The China tiade is to be Bpened. Reason requires this. Public 
opinion requires it. The Covemment of the Duke of Wellington felt the 
necessity as strongly as the Government of Lord Grey. No Minister, 
Whig or I'ory, could have been found to propose a renewal of the 
monopoly. No parliament, reformed or unreformed, would have listened 
to such a proposition. But though the opening of the trade was a matter 
concerning which the public had long made up its mind, the political 
consequences which must necessarily follow from the opening of the trade 
seem to me to be even now little understood. The language which T 
have heard in almost every circle where the subject was discussed was 
this : “ Take away the monopoly, and leave the government of India to 
the Company : a very short and convenient way of settling one of the 
most complicated questions that ever a legislature had to consider. The 
honourable Member for Sheffield,* though not disposed to retain the 
Company as an organ of government, has repeatedly used language which 
proves that he shares in the general misconception. The fact is that the 
abolition of the monopoly rendered it absolutely necessary to make 
a fundamental change in the constitution of that great Corporation. 

* Mr Buckingham. 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


552 

The Company had united in itself two characters, the character of trader 
and the character of sovereign. Between the trader and the sovereign 
there was a long and complicated account, almost every item of which 
furnished matter for jitigation. While the monopoly continued, indeed, 
litigation was averted? I’he effect of the monopoly was, to satisfy the 
claims both of commerce and of territory, at the expense of a third party, 
the English })eople : to secure at once funds for the dividend of the stock- 
holder and funds for the government of the Indian Empire, by means of 
a heavy tax on the tea consumed in this country. But, when the third 
party would no longer bear this charge, all the great financial questions 
which had, at the cost of that third party, been kept in abeyance, were 
opened in an instant. The connection between the Company in its mer- 
cantile capacity, and tlic same Company in its political capacity, was 
dissolved. Even if the Company w^ere permitted, as has been suggested, 
to govern India, and at the same time to trade with China, no advances 
would be made from the profits of its Chinese trade for the support of 
its Indian government. It. was in consideration of the exclusive privilege 
that the Company had hitherto been required to make those advances ; 
it was by the exclusive privilege that the Company had been enabled to 
make them. When that privilege was taken away, it would be unreason- 
able in the legislature to impose such an obligation, and impossible for 
the Company to fulfil it. 'fhe whole system of loans from comTherce to 
territory, and repayments from territory to commerce, must cease. Each 
party must rest altogether on its own resources. It was therefore abso- 
lutely necessary to ascertain what resources each party possessed, to bring 
the long and intricate account between them to a close, and to assign to 
each a 'fair portion of assets and liabilities. There was vast property. 
How much of that property was applicable to purposes of state ? How 
much was applicable to a dividend ? There were debts to the amount of 
many millions. Which of these were the debts of the government that 
ruled at Calcutta? Which of the great mercantile house that bought tea 
at Canton? Were the creditors to look to the land revenues of India 
for their money ? Or, were they entitled to put executions into the ware- 
houses behind Bishopsgate Street ? 

There were tw^o ways of settling thgse questions — adjudication and 
compromise. The difficulties of adjudication were great ; 1 think insuper- 
able. Whatever acuteness and diligence could do has been done. One 
person in particular, whose talents and industry peculiarly fitted him for 
such investigations, and of whom I can never think without regret, Mr 
Hyde Villiers, devoted himself to the examination with an ardour and a 
perseverance, which, I believe, shortened a life most valuable to his coun- 
try and to his friends. The assistance of the most skilful accountants has 
been called in. But the difficulties are such as no accountant, however 
skilful, could possibly remove. The difficulties are not arithmetical, but 
political. They arise from the constitution of the Company, from the 
long and intimate union of the commercial and imperial characters 
in one body. Suppose that the treasurer of a charity were to mix up 
the money which he receives on account of the charity with .his own 
private rents and dividends, to pay the whole into his bank to his own 
private account, to draw it out again by cheques in exactly the same 
form when he wanted it for his private expenses, and when he wanted 
it for the purpo'^es of hi.s piiblic trust. Suppose that he were to 
continue to act thus till he was himself ignorant whether he were in 
advance or in arrear ; and suppose that many years after his death a 
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question were to arise whether his estate were in debt to the charity or the 
charity in debt to his estate. Such is the question which is now before 
us, with this important difference ; that the accounts of an individual could 
not be in such a state unless he had been guilty of fraud, or of that gross 
negligence which is scarcely less culpable than fraud, and tha^ the accounts 
of the Company were brought into this state by circumstances of a very 
peculiar kind, by circumstances unparalleled in the history of the world. 

It is a mistake to suppose that the Company was a merely commercial 
body till the middle of the last century. Commerce was its chief object ; 
but in order to enable it to pursue that object, it had been, like the other 
Companies which were its rivals, like the Dutch India Company, like the 
French India Company, invested from a very early period with political 
functions. If More than a hundred and twenty years ago, the Company 
was in miniature precisely what it now is. It was intrusted with the 
very highest prerogatives of sovereignty. It had its forts, and its white 
captains, and its black sepoys ; it had its civil and criminal tribunals ; 
it was authorised to proclaim martial law ; it sent ambassadors to the 
native governments, and concluded treaties with them ; it was Zemindar 
of several districts, and within those districts, like other Zemindars of 
the first class, it exercised the powers of a sovereign, even to the inflic- 
tion of capital punishment on the Hindoos within its jurisdiction. It is 
incorrect, therefore, to say, that the Company was at first a mere trader, 
and has since become a sovereign. It was at first a great trader and a 
petty prince. The political functions at first attracted little notice, 
oecause they were merely auxiliary to the commercial functions. By 
degrees, however, the political functions became more and more impor- 
tant. The Zemindar became a great nabob, became sovereign of all 
India ; the two hundred sepoys became two hundred thousand. This 
change was gradually wrought, and w'as not immediately comprehended. 
It was natural that, while the political functions of the Company w'ere 
merely auxiliary to its commerce, the political accounts should have 
been mixed up with the commercial accounts. It was equally natural 
that this mode of keeping accounts, having once been established, should 
have remained unaltered ; and the more so, as the change in the situation 
of the Company, though rapid, was not sudden. It is impossible to 
name any one day, or any one year, as the day or the year when the 
Company became a great potentate. It has been the fashion indeed to 
fix on the year 1765, the year in which the Mogul issued a commission 
authorising the Company to administer the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orissa, as the precise date of the accession of this singular body to 
sovereignty. I am utterly at a loss to understand why this epoch should 
be selected. Long before 1 765 the Company had the reality of political 
power. Long before that year, they made a Nabob of Arcot ; they made 
and unmade Nal)obs of Bengal ; they humbled the Vizier of ()ude ; they 
braved the Emperor of Hindostan himself ; more than half the revenues 
of Bengal were, under one pretence or another, administered by them. 
And after the grant, the Company was not, in form and name, an in- 
dependent power. It was merely a minister of the Court of Delhi. Its 
coinage bore the name of Shah Alam. The inscription which, down to 
the time of the Marquess of Hastings appeared on the seal of the 
Governor- General, declared that great functionaiy to be the slave of the 
Mogul. Even to this day we have never formally deposed the King of 
Delhi. The Company contents itself with being Mayor of the Palace, 
while the Roi FainSani is suffered to play at being a sovereign. In fact, it 
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was considered, both by Lord Clive and by Warren Hastings, as a point 
of policy to leave the character of the Company thus undefined, in order 
that the English might treat the princes in whose names they governed 
as realities or nonentities, just as might be most convenient. 

Thus the transformation of the Company from a trading body, which pos- 
sessed some sovereign prerogatives for the purposes of trade, into a sove- 
reign body, the trade of which was auxiliary to its sovereignty, was effected 
by degrees and under disguise. It is not strange, therefore, that the mer- 
cantile and political transactions of this great corporation should be en- 
tangled together in inextricable complication. The commercial invest- 
ments have been purchased out of the revenues of the empire. The expenses 
of war and government have been defrayed out of the profits of the trade. 
Commerce and territory have contributed to the improvement of the same 
spot of land, to the repairs of the same building. Securities have been 
given in precisely the same form for money which has been borrowed 
for purposes of State, and for money which has been borrowed for pur- 
poses of traffic. It is easy, indeed, — and this is a circumstance which 
has, I think, misled some gentlemen, — it is easy to see what part of the 
assets of the Company appears in a commercial form, and what part 
appears in a political or territorial form. But this is not the question. 
Assets which are commercial in form may be territorial as respects the 
right of property ; assets which are territorial in form may be commercial 
as respects the right of property. A chest of tea is not necessarily com- 
mercial property ; it may have been bought out of the territorial revenue. 
A fort is not necessarily territorial property ; it may stand on ground 
which the Company bought a hundred years ago out of their commercial 
profits. Adjudication, if by adjudication be meant decision according to 
some known rule of law, was out of the question. To leave matters like 
these to be determined by the ordinary maxims of our civil jurisprudence 
would have been the height of absurdity and injustice. For example, the 
home bond debt of the Company, it is believed, was incurred partly for 
political and partly for commercial purposes. But there is no evidence 
which would enable us to assign to each branch its proper share. The 
bonds all run in the same form ; and a court of justice would, therefore, 
of course, either lay the whole burthen on the proprietors, or lay the 
whole on the territory. We have legal opinions, very respectable legal 
opinions, to the effect, that in strictness of law the territory is not re- 
sponsible, and that the commercial assets are responsible for every farthing 
of the debts which were incurred for the government and defence of 
India. But though this may be, and I believe is, law, it is, I am sure, 
neither reason nor justice. On the other hand, it is urged by the advo- 
cates of the Company, that some valuable portions of the territory are the 
property of that body in its commercial capacity ; that Calcutta, for ex- 
ample, is the private estate of the Company ; that the Company holds 
the island of Bombay, in free and common socage, as of the Manor of 
East Greenwich. I will not pronounce any opinion on these points. I 
have considered them enough to see that there is quite difficulty enough 
in them to exercise all the ingenuity of all the lawyers in the kingdom for 
twenty years. But the fact is. Sir, that the municipal law was not made 
for controversies of this description, d'he exi.stence of such a body as this 
gigantic coq^oration, this politigp.! monster of two natures, subject in one 
hemisphere, sovereign in another, had never been contemplated by the 
legislators or judges of former ages. Nothing but grotesque absurdity 
and atrocious injustice could have been the effect, if the claims and lia- 
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bilities of such a body had been settled according to the rules of West- 
minster Hall, if the maxims of conveyancers had been applied to the titles 
by which flourishing cities and provinces are held, or the maxims of the 
law merchant to those promissory notes which are the securities for a 
great National Debt, raised for the purpose of exterminating the Pindar- 
rees and humbling the Burmese. 

It was, as I have said, absolutely impossible to bring the question 
between commerce and territory to a satisfactory adjudication ; and 
I must add that, even if the difficulties which 1 have mentioned 
could have been surmounted, even if there had been reason to hope that 
a satisfactory adjudication could have been obtained, I should still 
have wished to avoid that course. I think it desirable that the Com- 
pany should continue to have a share in the government of India ; and 
it would evidently have been impossible, pending a litigation between 
commerce and territory, to leave any political power to the Company. It 
would clearly have been the duty of those who were charged with the 
superintendence of India, to be the patrons of India throughout that momen- 
tous litigation, to scrutinise with the utmost severity every claim which 
might be made on the Indian revenues, and to oppose, with energy and 
perseverance, every such claim, unless its justice were manifest. If the 
Company was to be engaged in a suit for many millions, in a suit which 
might last for many years, against the Indian territory, could we entrust 
the Company with the government of that territory ? Could we put the 
plaintiff in the situation of prochain ami of the defendant ? Could we 
appoint governors who would have an interest opposed in the most direct 
mnnner to the interest of the governed, whose stock would have been 
raised in value by every decision which added to the burthens of their 
subjects, and depressed by every decision which diminished those burthens? 
It would be absurd to suppose that they would efficiently defend our Indian 
Empire against the claims which they were themselves bringing against 
it ; and it would be equally absurd to give the government of the Indian 
Empire to those who could not be trusted to defcnd its interests. 

Seeing, then, that it was most difficult, if not wholly impossible, to 
resort to adjudication between commerce and territory, seeing that, if re- 
course were had to adjudication, it would be necessary to make a com- 
plete revolution in the whole constitution of India, the Government has 
proposed a compromise. That compromise, with some modifications 
which did not in the slightest degree affect its principle, and which, while 
they gave satisfaction to the Company, will eventually lay no additional 
burthen on the territory, has been accepted. It has, like all other com- 
promises, been loudly cen.sured by violent partisans on both sides. It has 
been represented by some as far too favourable to the Company, and by 
others as most unjust to the Company. Sir, I own that we cannot prove 
that either of these accusations is unfounded. It is of the very essence of 
our case that we should not be able to show that we have assigmed, either 
to commerce or to territory, its precise due. For our principal reason 
for recommending a compromise was our full conviction that it was abso- 
lutely impossible to ascertain with precision what was due to commerce 
and what was due to territory. It is not strange that some people should 
accuse us of robbing the Company, and others of cemferring a vast boon 
on the Company, at the expense of India ; for we have proposed a middle 
course, on the very ground that there was a chance of a result much more 
favourable to the Company than our arrangement, and a chance also of 
a result much less favourable. If the questions pending between the 
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Company and India had been decided as the ardent supporters of the 
Company predicted, India would, if I calculate rightly, have paid eleven 
millions more than she will now have to pay. If those questions had been 
decided as some violent enemies of the Company predicted, that great 
body would have been utterly ruined. The very meaning of compromise 
is that each party gives ujd his chance of complete success, in order to be 
secured against the chance of utter failure. And, as men of sanguine 
minds always overrate the chances in their own favour, every fair compro- 
mise is sure to be severely censured on both sides. I conceive that, in a cnsc 
so dark and complicated as this, the compromise which we recommend is 
sufficiently vindicated, if it cannot be proved to be unfair. We are not 
bound to prove it to be fair. For it woukl have been unnecessary for us 
to resort to compromise at all if we had been in possession of evidence 
which would have enabled us to pronounce, with certainty, what claims 
were fair and what were unfair. It seems to me that we have acted with due 
consideration for every party. The dividend which wc give to the proprie- 
tors is precisely the same dividend which they have been receiving during 
forty years, and which they have expected to receive permanently. The 
price of their stock bears at present the same proportion to the ]uice of 
other stock which it bore four or five years ago, before the anxiety and 
excitement which the late negotiations naturally produced had begun to 
operate. As to the territory, on the other hand, it is true that, if the 
assets which are now in a commercial form should not produce a fund 
sufficient to pay the debts and dividend of the Company, the territory 
must stand to the loss and pay the difference. But in return for taking 
this risk, the territory obtains an immediate release from claims to the 
amount of many millions. I certainly do not believe that all those claims 
could have been substantiated ; but I know that very able men think 
differently. And, if only one-fourth of the sum demanded had been 
awarded to the Company, India would have lost more than the largest 
sum which, as it seems to me, she can possibly lose under the proposed 
arrangement 

In a pecuniary point of view, therefore, I conceive that we can defend 
the measure as it affects the territory. But to the territory the pecuniary 
question is of secondary importance. If we have made a good pecuniary 
bargain for India, but a bad political bargain, if we have saved three or 
four millions to the finances of that country, and given to it, at the same 
time, pernicious institutions, we shall indeed have been practising a most 
ruinous parsimony. If, on the other hand, it shall be found that we have 
added fifty or a hundred thousand pounds a-year to the expenditure of an 
empire wliich yields a revenue of twenty millions, but that we have at the 
same time secured to that empire, as far as in us lies, the blessings of good 
government, we shall have no reason to be ashamed of our profusion. I 
hope and believe that India will have to pay nothing. But on the most 
unfavourable .supposition that can be made, she will not have to pay so 
much to the Company as she now pays annually to a single state pageant, 
to the titular Nabob of Bengal, for example, or tlie titular King of Delhi. 
What she pays to these nominal princes, who, while they did anything, 
did mischief, and who now do nothing, .she may well consent to pay to her 
real rulers, if she receives from them, in return, efficient protection and 
good legislation. » 

We come then to the great question. Is it desirable to retain the 
Company as an organ of government for India ? I think that it is desir- 
able. The question is, 1 acknowledge, beset with difficulties. We have 
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to solve one of the hardest problems in politics. We are trying to make 
brick without straw, to bring a clean thing out of an unclean, to give a 
good government to a people to whom we cannot give a free government. 
In this country, in any neighbouring country, it is easy to frame securities 
against oppression. In Europe, you have the materials of good govern- 
ment everywhere ready to your hands. The people are everywhere per- 
fectly competent to hold some share, not in every country an equal share, 
but some share of political power. If the question were, What is the 
best mode of securing good government in Europe ? the merest smatterer 
in politics would answer, representative institutions. In India you can- 
not have representative institutions. Of all the innumerable speculators 
who have offered their suggestions on Indian politics, not a single one, as 
far as I know, however democratical his opinions maybe, has ever main- 
tained tile possibility of giving, at the present time, such institutionsto India. 
One gentleman, extremely well acquainted with the affairs of our Eastern 
Empire, a most valuable servant of the Company, and the author of a His- 
tory of India, which, though certainly not free from faults, is, L think, on the 
whole, the greatest historical work which has appeared in our language 
since that of Gibbon, I mean Mr Mill, was examined on this point. 'I'hat 
gentleman is well known to be a very bold and uncompromising politician. 
He has written strongly, far too strongly I think, in favour of pure de- 
mocracy. He has gone so far as to maintain that no nation which has not 
a representative legislature, chosen by universal suffrage, enjoys security 
against oppression. But when he was asked before the Committee of last 
year, whether he thought representative government practicable in India, 
his answer was, “utterly out of the question.” I'his, then, is the state 
in which we are. We have to frame a good government for a country 
into which, by universal acknowledgment, we cannot introduce those 
institutions which all our habits, which all the reasonings of European 
philosophers, which all the history of our own part of the world would 
lead us to consider as the one great security for good government. We 
have to engraft on despotism those blessing.s which are the natural fruits 
of liberty. In these circumstances. Sir, it behoves us to be cautious, even 
to the verge of timidity. I'he light of political science and of history are 
withdrawn : we are walking in darkness : we do not distinctly see whither 
we are going. It is the wisdom of a man, so situated, to feel his way, 
and not to plant his foot till he is well assured that the ground before him 
is firm. 

Some things, however, in the midst of this obscurity, I can see with 
clearness. I can see, for example, that it is desirable that the authority 
exercised in this country over the Indian government should be divided 
between two bodies, between a minister or a board appointed by the 
Crown, and some other body independent of the Crown. If India is to 
be a dependency of England, to be at war with our enemies, to be at 
peace with our allies, to be protected by the English navy from maritime 
aggression, to have a portion of the English army mixed with its sepoys, 
it plainly follows that the King, to whom the Constitution gives the 
direction of foreign affairs, and the command of the military and naval 
forces, ought to have a share in the direction of the Indian government. 
Yet, on the other hand, that a revenue of twenty millions a year, an army 
of two hundred thousand men, a civil service abounding with lucrative 
situations, should be left to the disposal of the Crown without any check 
whatever, is what no minister, I conceive, would venture to propose. 
This House is indeed the check provided by the Constitution on the abuse 
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of the royal prerogative. But that this House is, or is likely ever to be, 
an efficient check on abuses practised in India, I altogether deny. We 
have, as I believe we all feel, quite business enough. If we were to 
undertake the task of looking into Indian affairs as we look into British 
affairs, if we were to have Indian budgets and IncHan estimates, if we 
were to go into the Indian currency question and the Indian Bank Charter, 
if to our disputes about Belgium and Holland, Don Pedro and Don 
Miguel, were to be added disputes about the debts of the Guicowar and 
the disorders of Mysore, the ex-king of the Afghans and the Maharajah 
Runjeet Sing ; if we were to have one night occupied by the embezzlements 
of the Benares mint, and another by the panic in the Calcutta money 
market ; if the questions of Suttee or no Suttee, Pilgrim tax or no 
Pilgrim tax, Ryotwary or Zemindary, half Batta or whole Batta, were to 
be debated at the same length at which we have debated Church reform 
and the assessed taxes, twenty-four hours a day and three hundred and 
sixtyffive days a year would be too short a time for the discharge of our 
duties. The House, it is plain, has not the necessary time to settle these 
matters ; nor has it the necessary knowledge ; nor has it the motives to 
acquire that knowledge. The late change in its constitution has made it, 
I believe, a much more faithful representative of the English people. But 
it is as far as ever from being a representative of the Indian people. A 
\)roken head in Cold Bath Fields produces a greater sensation among us 
than three pitched battles in India. A few weeks ago we had to decide 
on a claim brought by an individual against the revenues of India. If it 
had been an English question the walls would scarcely have held the 
Members who would have flocked to the division. It was an Indian 
question ; and we could scarcely, by dint of supplication, make a House. 
Even when my right honourable friend, the l^resident of the Board of 
Control, gave his able and interesting explanation of the plan which he 
intended to propose for the government of a hundred millions of human 
beings, the attendance was not so large as I have often seen it on a turn- 
pike bill or a railroad bill. 

I then take these things as proved, that the Crown must have a certain 
authority over India, tliat there must be an efficient check on the autho- 
rity of the Crown, and that the House of Commons cannot be that 
efficient check. We must then find some other body to perform that 
important office. We have such a body, the Company. Shall we dis- 
card it ? 

It is true that the power of the Company is an anomaly in politics. It 
is strange, very strange, that a joint-stock society of traders, a society, 
the shares of which are daily passed from hand to hand, a society, the 
component parts of which are perpetually changing, a society, which, 
judging a priori from its constitution, we should have said was as little 
fitted for imperial functions as the Merchant Tailors’ Company or the 
New River Company, should be intrusted with the sovereignty of a 
larger population, the disposal of a larger clear revenue, the command of 
a larger army, than are under the direct management of the Executive 
Government of the United Kingdom. But what constitution can we 
give to our Indian Empire which shall not be strange, which shall not be 
anomalous ? That Empire is itself the strangest of all political anomalies. 
That a handful of adventurers from an island in the Atlantic should have 
subjugated a vast country divided from the place of their birth by half 
the globe ; a country which at no very distant period was merely the 
subject of fable to the nations of Europe ; a coimtiy never before violated 
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by the most renowned of Western conquerors ; a country which Trajan 
never entered ; a country lying beyond the point where the phalanx of 
Alexander refused to proceed ; that we should govern a territory ten 
thousand miles from us, a territory larger and more populous than France, 
Spain, Italy, and Germany put together, a territory, the present clear 
revenue of which exceeds the present clear revenue of any state in the 
world, France excepted ; a territory inhabited by men differing from us 
in race, colour, language, manners, morals, religion ; these are prodigies 
to which the world has seen nothing similar. Reason is confounded. 
We interrogate the past in vain. General rules are useless where the 
whole is one vast exception. The Company is an anomaly ; but it is part 
of a system where every thing is anomaly. It is the strangest of all govern- 
ments ; but it is designed for the strangest of all empires. 

If we discard the Company, we must find a substitute : and, take what 
substitute we may, we shall find ourselves unable to give any reason for 
believing that the body which we have put in the room of the Company 
is likely to acquit itself of its duties better than the Company. Com- 
missioners appointed by the King during pleasure would be no check on 
the Crown ; Commissioners appointed by the King or by Parliament for 
life would always be appointed by the political party which might be 
uppermost, and if a change of administration took place, would harass the 
new Government with the most vexatious opposition. The plan sug- 
gested by the right honourable Gentleman, the Member for Montgomery- 
shire,* is I think tlie very worst that 1 have ever heard. He would have 
Directors nominated every four years by the Crown. Is it not plain that 
these Directors would always be appointed from among the supporters of 
the Ministry for the time being ; that their situations would depend on 
the permanence of that Ministry ; that therefore all their power and 
patronage would be employed for the purpose of propping that Ministry, 
and, in case of a change, for the purpose of molesting those who might 
succeed to power ; that they would be subservient while their friends 
were in, and factious when their friends were out? How would l.ord 
Grey’s Ministry have been situated if the whole body of Directors had 
been nominated by the Duke of Wellington in 1830. I mean no im- 
putation on the Duke of Wellington. If the present ministers had to 
nominate Directors for four years, they would, I have no doubt, nominate 
men who would give no smairtrouble to the Duke of Wellington if he 
were to return to office. What we want is a body independent of the 
Government, and no more than independent ; not a tool of the Treasury, 
not a tool of the opposition. No new plan which I have heard proposed 
would ^ve us such a body. The Company, strange as its constitution 
may be, is such a body. It is, as a corporation, neither Whig nor Tory, 

. neither high-church nor low-church. It cannot be charged with having 
been for or against the Catholic Bill, for or against the Reform Bill. It has 
constantly acted with a view not to English politics, but to Indian politics. 
We have seen the country convulsed by faction. We have seen Ministers 
driven from office by this House, Parliament dissolved in anger, general 
elections of unprecedented turbulence, debates of unprecedented interest. 
We have seen the two branches of the Legislature placed in direct op- 
position to each other. We have seen the advisers of the Crown dismissed 
one day, and brought back the next day on the shoulders of the people. 
And amidst all these agitating events the Company has preserved strict 


Mr Charles Wynn. 



56 o government OF INDIA, 

and unsuspected neutrality. This is, I think an inestimable advantage, 
and it is an advantage which we must altogether forego, if we consent to 
adopt any of the schemes which I have heard proposed on the other side 
of the House. 

We must judge of the Indian government, as of all other governments, 
by its practical effects. According to the honourable Member for Shef- 
field, India is ill governed ; and the whole fault is with the Company. 
Innumerable accusations, great and small, are brought by him against the 
Directors. They are fond of war : they are fond of dominion ; the taxa- 
tion is burthensome ; the laws are undigested : the roads are rough : the 
post goes on foot : and for everything the Company is answerable. 
From the dethronement of the Mogul princes to the mishaps of Sir Charles 
Metcalfe’s courier, every disaster that has taken place in the East during 
sixty years is laid to the charge of this Corporation. And the inference 
is, that all the power which they possess ought to be taken out of their 
hands, and transferred at once to the Crown. 

Now, Sir, it seems to me that, for all the evils which the honourable 
Gentleman has so pathetically recounted, the Ministers of the Crown are 
as much to blame as the Company ; nay, much more so : for the Board 
of Control could, without the consent of the Directors, have redressed 
those evils ; and the Directors most certainly could not have redressed them 
without the consent of the Board of Control. Take the case of that 
frightful grievance which seems to have made the deepest impression on 
the mind of the honourable Gentleman, the slowness of the mail. Why, 
Sir, if my right honourable friend, the President of our Board thought fit, 
he might direct me to write to the Court and require them to frame a 
dispatch on that sul)ject. If the Court disobeyed, he might himself frame 
a dispatch ordering Lord William Bentinck to put the dawks all over Ben- 
gal on horseback. If the Court refused to send out this dispatch, the 
Board could apply to the King’s Bench for a mandamus. If, on the 
other hand, the Directors wished to accelerate the journeys of the mail, 
and the Board were adverse to the project, the Directors could do nothing 
at all. For all measures of internal policy the servants of the King are at 
least as deeply responsible as the Company. For all measures of foreign 
policy the servants of the King, and they alone are responsible. I was 
surprised to hear the honourable Gentleman accuse the Directors of in- 
satiable ambition and rapacity, when he rnust know that no act of aggres- 
sion on any native state can be committed by the Company without the 
sanction of the Board, and that, in fact, the Board has repeatedly ap- 
proved of warlike measures which were strenuously opposed by the 
Company. He must know, in particular, that, during the energttic and 
splendid administration of the Marquess of Wellesley, the company was 
all for peace, and the Board all for conquest If a line of conduct which the 
honourable Gentleman thinks unjustifiable has been followed by the Minis- 
ters of the Crown in spite of the remonstrances of the Directors, this 
is surely a strange reason for turning off the Directors, and giving the 
whole power unchecked to the Crown. 

The honourable Member tells us that India, under the present system, 
is not so rich and flourishing as she was two hundred years ago. Really, 
Sir, I doubt whether we are in possession of sufficient data to enable us 
to form a judgment on tliat poiat. But the matter is of little importance. 
We ought to compare India under our government, not with India under 
Acbar and his immediate successors, but with India as we found it. The 
calamities through which that country passed during the interval between 
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the faH of the Mogul power and the establishment of the English supre- 
macy were sufficient to throw the people back whole centuries. It would 
surely be unjust to say, that Alfred was a bad king because Britain, under 
his government, was not so rich or so civilised as in the time of the Romans. 

In what state, then, did we find India? And what have we made 
India? We found society throughout that vast country in a state to 
which history scarcely furnishes a parallel. The nearest parallel would, 
perhaps, be the state of Europe during the fifth century. The Mogul 
ernpire in the time of the successors of Aurungzebe, like the Roman 
empire in the time of the succes.sors of Theodosius, was sinking under 
the vices of a bad internal administration, and under the assaults of 
barbarous invaders. At Delhi, as at Ravenna, there was a mock sove- 
reign, immured in a gorgeous state prison. He was suffered to indulge 
in every sensual pleasure. He was adored with servile prostrations. He 
assumed and bestowed the most magnificent titles. But, in fact, he was 
a mere puppet in the hands of some ambitious subject. While the 
Honorii and Augustuli of the East, surrounded by their fawning eunuchs, 
revelled and dozed without knowing or caring what might pass beyond 
the walls of their palace gardens, the provinces had ceased to respect a 
government which could neither punish nor protect them. Society was 
a chaos. Its restless and shifting elements formed themselves every 
m^jnent into some new combination, which the next moment dissolved. 
In the course of a single generation a hundred dynasties grew up, 
flourished, decayed, were extinguished, were forgotten. Every adven- 
turer who could muster a troop of horse might aspire to a throne. 
Every palace was every year the scene of conspiracies, treasons, revolu- 
tions, parricides. Meanwhile a rapid succession of Alarics and Attilas 
passed over the defenceless empire. A Persian invader penetrated to 
Delhi, and carried back in triumph the most precious treasures of the 
House of Tamerlane. The Afghan soon followed by the same track, to 
glean whatever the Persian had spared. The Jauts established them- 
selves on the Jumna. The Seiks devastated Lahore. Every part of 
India, from Tanjore to the Himalayas, was laid under contribution by 
the Mahrattas. The people were ground down to the dust by the op- 
pressor without an<l the oppressor wdthin, by the robber from whom the 
Nabob was unable to protect them, by the Nabob who took whatever 
the rol)l)er had left to them. All the evils of despotism, and all the evils 
of anarchy, pressed at once on that miserable race. They knew nothing 
of government but its exactions. Desolation was in their imperial cities, 
and famine all along the banks of their broad and redundant rivers. It 
seemed that a few more years would .suffice to efface all traces of the 
opulence and civilisation of an earlier age. 

Such was the state of India when the Company began to take part in 
the disputes of its ephemeral sovereigns. About eighty years have elapsed 
.since we appeared as auxiliaries in a conte.st between two rival families 
for the sovereignty of a small corner of the Peniirsula. Prom that 
moment commenced a great, a stupendous process, the reconstruction of 
a decomposed society. Two generations have passed away ; and the pro- 
cess is complete. The scattered fragments of the empire of Aurungzebe 
have been united in an empire stronger and more closely knit togedier 
than that which Aurungzebe ruled. The power of the new sovereigns 
penetrates their dominions more completely, and is far more implicitly 
obeyed, than was that of the proudest princes of the Mogul dynasty. 

It is tru^ that the early history of this great revolution is chequered 

2 N 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 


5<52 

with guilt and shame. It is true that the founders of our Indian Emj ire 
too often abused the strength which they derived from superior energy 
and superior knowledge. It is true that, with some of the highest quali- 
ties of the race from which they sprang, they combined some of the 
worst defects of the race over which they ruled. How should it have 
been otherwise ? Born in humble stations, accustomed to earn a slender 
maintenance by obscure industry, they found themselves transformed in 
a few months from clerks drudging over desks, or captains in marching 
regiments, into statesmen and generals, with armies at their command, 
with the revenues of kingdoms at their disposal, with power to make and 
depose sovereigns at their pleasure. They were what it was natural 
that men should be who had been raised by so rapid an ascent to 
so dizzy an eminence, profuse and rapacious, imperious and corrupt. 

It is true, then, that there was too much foundation for the representa- 
tions of those satirists and dramatists who held up the character of the 
English Nabob to the derision and hatred of a former generation. It is 
tnie that some disgraceful intrigues, some unjust and cruel wars, some 
instances of odious perfidy and avarice, stain the annals of our Eastern 
Empire. It is true that the duties of government and legislation were 
long wholly neglected or carelessly performed. It is true that when the 
conquerors "at length beg.an to apply themselves in earnest to the dis- 
charge of their high functions, they committed the errors natural to rulers 
who were but imperfectly acquainted with the language and manners of 
their subjects. It is true that .some plans, which were dictated by the 
purest and most benevolent feelings have not been attended by the 
desired success. It is true that India suffers to this day from a heavy 
burden of taxation and from a defective system of law. It is true, I fear, 
that in those states which are connected with us by subsidiary alliance, 
all the evils of oriental despotism have too frequently shown themselves 
in their most loathsome and destructive form. 

All this is true. Yet in the history and in the present state of our 
Indian Empire I see ample reason for exultation and ibr a good hope. 

I see that we have established order where we found confusion. I see 
that the petty dynasties which were generated by the corruption of the 
great Mahometan Empire, and which, a century ago, kept all India in 
constant agitation, have been quelled by one overwhelming power. I see 
that the predatory tribes, which, in the middle of the last century, passed 
annually over the harvests of India with the destructive rapidity of a hur- 
ricane, have quailed before the valour of a braver and sterner race, have 
been vanquished, scattered, hunted to their strongholds, and either extir- 
pated by the English sword, or compelled to exchange the pursuits of 
rapine for those of industry. 

I look back for many years ; and I see scarcely a trace of the vices 
which blemished the splendid fame of the first conquerors of Bengal. I 
see peace studiously preserved. I see faith inviolably maintained towards 
feeble and dependent states. I see confidence gradually infused into the 
minds of suspicious neighbours. I see the horrors of war mitigated by 
the chivalrous and Christian spirit of Europe. I see examples of motie- 
ration and clemency, such as I should seek in vain in the annals of any 
other victorious and dominant nation. I see captive tyrants, whose 
treachery and cruelty might have excused a severe retribution, living in 
security, comfort, and dignity, under the protection of the government 
which they laboured to destroy. 

I see a large body of civil and military functionaries resembling in 
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nothing but capacity and valour those adventurers who, seventy years 
ago, came hither, laden with wealth and infamy, to parade before our 
fathers the plundered treasures of Bengal and Tanjore. I reflect with 
pride that to the doubtful splendour which surrounds the memory of 
Hastings and of Clive, we can oppose the spotless glory of Elphinstone 
and Munro. I contemplate with reverence and delight the honourable 
poverty which is the evidence of rectitude firmly maintained amidst 
strong temptations. I rejoice to see my countrymen, after ruling millions 
of subjects, after commanding victorious armies, after dictating terms of 
I)eace at the gates of hostile capitals, after administering the revenues 
of great provinces, after judging the causes of wealthy Zemindars, after 
residing at the courts of tributary Kings, return to their native land with 
no more than a decent competence. 

I see a government anxiously bent on the public good. Even in its 
errors I recognise a paternal feeling tow'ards the great people committed 
to its charge. I see toleration strictly maintained : yet I see bloody and 
degrading superstitions gratlually losing their power. I see the morality, 
the philosophy, the taste of Europe, beginning to produce a salutary 
effect on the hearts and understandings of our subjects. I see the public 
mind of India, that public mind which we found debased and contracted 
by the worst forms of political and religious tyranny, expanding itself 
to just and noble views of the ends of government and of the social 
duties of man. 

I see evils : but I see the government actively employed in the work of 
remedying those evils. The taxation is heavy ; but the work of retrench- 
ment is unsparingly pursued. The mischiefs arising from the system of 
subsidiary alliance are great : but the rulers of India are fully aware of 
those mischiefs, and are engaged in guarding against them. Wherever 
they now interfere for the purpose of supporting a native government, 
they interfere also for the purpose of reforming it. 

Seeing these things, then, am I prepared to discard the Company as an 
organ of government? I am not. Assuredly 1 will never shrink from 
innovation where I see reason to believe that innovation will be improve- 
ment. That the present Government does not shrink from innovations 
w'hich it considers as improvements the bill now before the House suffi- 
ciently shows. But surely the burden of the ]Moof lies on the innovators. 
'I'hey are bound to show that there is a fair probability of obtaining some 
advantage before they call upon us to take up the foundations of the 
Indian government. I have no superstitious veneration for the Court of 
Directors or the Court of Proprietors. Find me a better Council : find 
me a better constituent Ix^dy ; and I am ready for a change. But of all 
the substitutes for the Company which have hitherto been suggested, not 
9ne has been proved to be better than the Company ; and most of them 
I could, I think, easily prove to be worse. Circumstances might force 
us to hazard a change. If the Company were to refuse to accept of the 
govennnent unless we would grant pecuniary terms which I thought ex- 
travagant, or unless we gave up the clauses in this bill which permit 
Europeans to hold landed property and natives to hokl office, I would 
take them at their word. But I will not discard them in the mere rage 
of experiment. 

Do I call the government of India a perfect goverriment? Very far 
from it. No nation can be perfectly well governed till it is competent to 
govern itself. I compare the Indian government with other governments 
of the same class, with despotisms, with military desjwtisms, with foreign 
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military despotisms ; and I find none that approaches it in excellence. I 
compare it with the government of the Roman provinces, witli live 
government of the Spanish colonies ; and I am proud of my country and 
my age. Here are a hundred millions of people under the absolute rule 
of a few strangers, differing from them physically, differing from them 
morally, mere Mamelukes, not bom in the country which they nde, not 
meaning to lay their bones in it. If you require me to make this govern- 
ment as good as that of England, France, or the United States of 
America, 1 own frankly that T can do no such thing. Reasoning a 
priori^ I should have come to the conclusion that such a government 
must be a horrible tyranny. It is a source of constant amazement to me 
that it is so good as I find it to be. I will not, therefore, in a case in 
which I have neither principles nor precedents to guide me, pull down 
the existing system on account of its theoretical defects. For I know 
that any system which I could put in its place w'ould be equally con- 
demned by theory, while it would not be equally sanctioned by experience. 

Some change in the constitution of the Company was, as I have showm, 
rendered inevitable by the opening of the China Trade ; and it was the 
duty of the Covernment to take care that the change should not be pre- 
judicial to India. There were many ways in which the compromise be- 
tween commerce and territory might have been effected. We might have 
taken the assets, and paid a sum down, leaving the Company to invest that 
sum as they chose. We might have offered English security with a 
lower interest. We might have taken the course which the Inte ministers 
designed to takei. They would have left the Company in possession of 
the means of carrying on its trade in competition with private merchants. 
My firm belief is that, if this course had been taken, the Company must, 
in a very few years, have abandoned the trade, or tlie trade would have 
ruined the Company. It was not, how'ever, solely or principally by 
regard for the interest of the Company, or of English merchants generally, 
that the Government was guided on this occasion, 'bhe course which 
appeared to us the most likely to promote the interests of our Eastern 
Empire was to make the proprietors of India stock creditors of the Indian 
territory. Their interest will thus be in a great measure (he same with 
the interest of the people whom they are to rule. Their income will de- 
pend on the revenues of their empire. The revenues of their empire will 
depend on the manner in which the affairs of that empire are administered. 
We furnish them with the strongest motives to watch over the interests 
of the cultivator and the trader, to maintain peace, to cany on with 
vigour the work of retrenchment, to detect and punish extortion and cor- 
ruption. I'hough they live at a distance from India, though few of them 
have ever seen or may ever see the people whom they rule, they will 
have a great stake in the happiness of their subjects. If their misgovern- 
ment should produce disorder in the finances, they will themselves feel 
the effects of that disorder in their own household exj^enses. I believe this 
to be, next to a representative constitution, the constitution which is the 
best security for good government. A representative constitution India 
cannot at present have. And we have therefore, I think, given her the 
best constitution of which she is capable. 

One word as to the new arrangement which we propose with respect 
to the patronage. It is intendecito introduce the principle of competition 
in the disposal of writerships ; and from this change I cannot but anticipate 
the happiest results. The civil servants of the Company are undoubtedly 
a highly respectable body of men ; and in that body, as in every large 
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body, there are some persons of very eminent ability. I rejoice most 
cordially to see this. I rejoice to see that the standard of morality is so 
high in England, that intelligence is so generally diffused through England, 
that young persons who are taken from the mass of society, by favour and 
not by merit, and who are therefore only fair samples of the mass, should, 
when placed in situations of high importance, be so seldom found 
wanting. But it is not the less true that India is entitled to the service 
of the best talents which England can spare. That the average of in- 
telligence and virtue is very high in this country is matter for honest 
exultation. But it is no reason for employing average men where you 
can obtain superior men. Consider too. Sir, how rapidly the public 
mind of India is advancing, how much attention is already paid by the 
higher classes of the natives to those intellectual pursuits on the cultiva- 
tion of which the superiority of the Euroi:>ean race to the rest of mankind 
principally depends. Surely, in such ciicumstances, from motives of 
selfish policy, if from no higher motive, we ought to fill the magistracies 
of our Eastern Empire with men who may do honour to their country, 
with men who may represent the best ))art of the English nation. This, 
Sir, is our object ; and we believe that by the plan wliich is now proposed 
this object will be attained. It is proposed that fur every vacancy in the 
civil service four candidates shall be named, and the best candidate 
selected by examination. We conceive that, under this system, the per- 
sons sent out will be young men above par, young men superior either in 
talents or in diligence to the mass. It is said, I know, that examinations 
in Latin, in Greek, and in mathematics, arc no tests of what men will 
prove to he in life. I am i^erfccily aware that they arc not infallible 
tests ; but that they are tests I confidently maintain. J.ook at every 
walk of life, at this lIou.se, at the other House, at the Bar, at the Bench, 
at the Church, and see wliether it be not true that those who attain high 
distinction in the world were generally men who were distinguished in 
their academic career. Indeed, Sir, this objection would ]'>r(>ve far too 
much even for those who use it. It would prove that there is no use at 
all in cduGation. Why should we put boys out of their way ? Why 
should we force a lad, who w'ould much rather fiy a kite or trundle a 
hoop, to learn his Latin Grammar ? Why should we keep a young man 
to his Thucydides or his l^nplace, when he would much rather be shoot- 
ing? Education would be mere useless torture, if, at two or three and 
twenty, a man who had neglected his studies were exactly on a par with a 
man who had a])plied liimself to them, exactly as likely to pedorm all the 
offices of public life with credit to himself and with advantage to society. 
Whether the English system of education be good or bad is not now the 
question. Perhaps I may think that too much time is given to the 
ancient languages and to the abstract .science.s. But what then ? What- 
ever ])e the languages, whatever be the sciences, which it is, in any age or 
country, the fashion to teach, the persons who become the greatest profi- 
cients in those languages and those sciences will generally be the llovver 
of the youth, tlie most acute, the mo.st industrious, the most ambitious of 
honourable distinctions. If the Ptolemaic system were taught at Cam- 
bridge instead of the Newtonian, the senior Avrangler would nevertheless 
be in general a superior man to the wooden spoon. If, instead of 
ing Greek, we learned the Cherokee, the man who understood the 
Cherokee best, who made the most correct and melodious Cherokee 
verses, who comprehended most accurately the effect of the Cherokee 
particles, would generally be a superior man to him who was destitute or 
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these accomplishments. If astrology were taught at our Universities, the 
young man who cast nativities best would generally turn out a superior* 
man. If alchymy were taught, the young man who showed most 
activity in the pursuit of the philosopher’s stone would generally turn out 
a superior man. 

I will only add one other observation on this subject. Although T am 
inclined to think that too exclusive an attention is paid in the education 
of young English gentlemen to the dead languages, I conceive that when 
you are choosing men to fill situations /or which the very first and most 
indispensable qualification is familiarity with foreign languages, it would 
be difficult to find a better test of their fitness than their classical 
acquirements. 

Some persons have expressed doubts as to the possibility of procuring 
fair examinations. I am quite sure that no person who has been either at 
Cambridge or at Oxford can entertain such doubts. I feel, indeed, that 
I ought to apologise for even noticing an objection so frivolous. 

Next to the opening of the China trade. Sir, the change most eagerly 
demanded by the English people was, that the restrictions on the admis- 
sion of Europeans to India should be removed. In this change there are 
undoubtedly very great advantages. The chief advantage is, I think, the 
improvement which the minds of our native subjects may be expected to 
derive from free intercourse with a people far advanced beyond them- 
selves in intellectual cultivation. I cannot deny, however, that the 
advantages are attended with some danger. 

The danger is that the new comers, belonging to the ruling nation, 
resembling in colour, in language, in manners, those who hold supreme 
military and political power, and differing in all these respects from the 
great mass of the population, may consider themselves as a superior 
class, and may trample on the indigenous race. Hitherto there have been 
strong restraints on Europeans resident in India. Licenses were not 
easily obtained. I'hose residents who were in the service of the Com- 
pany had obvious motives for conducting themselves with propriety. If 
they incurred the serious displeasure of the Government, their hopes of 
promotion were blighted. Even those who were not in the public service 
were subject to the formidable power which the Government possessed 
of banishing them at its pleasure. 

The license of the Government will now no longer be necessary to 
persons who desire to reside in the settled provinces of India. The 
power of arbitrary deportation is withdrawn. Unless, therefore, we 
mean to leave the natives expo.sed to the tyranny and insolence of every 
profligate adventurer who may visit the East, we must place the Euro- 
pean under the same power which legislates for the Hindoo. No man 
loves political freedom more than I. Kut a privilege enjoyed by a few 
individuals, in the midst of a vast population who do not enjoy it, 
ought not to be called freedom. It is tyranny. In the West Indies I 
have not the least doubt that the existence of the Trial by Jury and of 
Legislative Assemblies has tended to make the condition of the slaves 
worse than it w'ould otherwise have been. Or, to go to India itself for 
an instance, though I fully believe that a mild penal code is better than 
a severe penal code, the wors^of all systems was surely that of having a 
mild code for the Brahmins, who sprang from the head of the Creator, 
while there was a severe code for the Sudras, who sprang from his feet. 
India has suffered enough already from the distinction of castes, and 
from the deeply rooted prejudices which that distinction has encendered. 
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God forbid that we should inflict on her the curse of a new caste, that 
we should send her a new breed of Brahmins, authorised to treat all the 
native population as Parias ! 

With a view to the prevention of this evil, we propose to give to the 
Supreme Government the power of legislating for Europeans as well as 
for natives. We propose that the regulations of the Government shall 
bind the King’s Court as they bind all other courts, and that registration 
by the Judges of the King’s Courts shall no longer be necessary to give 
validity to those regulations within the towns of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay. 

I could scarcely, Sir, believe my ears when I heard this part of our 
plan condemned in another place. I should have thought that it would 
have been received with peculiar favour in that quarter where it has met 
with the most severe condemnation. What, at present, is the case ? If 
the Supreme Court and the Government differ on a question of jurisdic- 
tion, or on a question of legislation within the towns which are the seats 
of Government, there is absolutely no umpire but the Imperial Parlia- 
ment. 'I'he device of putting one wild elephant between two tame 
elephants was ingenious : but it may not always be practicable. Sup- 
pose a tame elephant bet\veen two wild elephanti^J or suppose that the 
whole herd should run wild together, d'he thing is not without example. 
And is it not most unjust and ridiculous that, on one side of a ditch, the 
edict of the Governor General should have the force of law, and that on 
the other side it should be of no effect unless registered by the Judges of 
the Supreme Court ? If the registration be a security for good legislation, 
we are l)ound to give that security to all classes of our subjects. If the 
registration be not a security for good legislation, why give it to any? 
Is the system good ? Extend it. Is it bad! Abolish it. But in the 
name of common sense do not leave it as it is. It is as absurd as our old 
law of sanctuary, 'bhe law which authori.ses imprisonment for debt may 
be good or bad. But no man in his senses can approve of the ancient 
system under w^hich a debtor who might be arrested in Fleet Street was 
safe as soon as he had scampered into Whitefriars. Just in the same way, 
doulits may fairly be entertained about the expediency of allowing four or 
five persons to make laws for India ; but to allow them to make laws 
for all India without the Mahratta ditch, and to except Calcutta, is the 
height of absurdity. 

1 say, therefore, that either you must enlarge the power of the Supreme 
Court, and give it a general veto on laws, or you must enlarge the power 
of the Government, and make its regulations binding on all Courts with- 
out distinction. The former course no person has ventured to propose. 
To the latter course objections have been made ; but objections which to 
me, I must own, seem altogether frivolous. 

It is acknowledged that of late years inconvenience has arisen from the 
relation in which the Supreme Court stands to the Government. But, it 
is said, that Court was originally instituted for the protection of natives 
against Europeans. The wi.se course would therefore be to restoie its 
original character. 

Now, Sir, the fact is, that the Supreme Court has never been so mis- 
chievous as during the first ten years of its power, or so respectable as it 
has lately been. Everybody who knows anything of its early history 
knows, that, during a considerable time, it was the terror of Bengal, the 
scourge of the native population, the screen of European delinquents, a 
convenient tool ©f the Government for all purposes of evil, an insurmount- 
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able obstacle to the Government in all undertakings for the public good ; 
that its proceedings were made up of pedantry, cmelty, and corruption ^ 
that its disputes with the Government were at one time on the point ot’ 
breaking up the whole fabric of society ; and that a convulsion was 
averted only by the dexterous policy of Warren Hastings, who at last 
bought off the opposition of the Chief Justice for eight thousand pounds 
a year. It is notorious that, while the Supreme Court opposed Hastings 
in all his best measures, it was a thoroughgoing accomplice in his worst ; 
that it took part in the most scandalous of those proceedings which, fifty 
years ago, roused the indignation of Parliament and of the country ; that 
it assisted in the spoliation of the princesses of Oude ; that it passed sen- 
tence of death on Nimcomar. And this is the Court which we are to 
restore from its present state of degeneracy to its original purity. This 
is the protection which we are to give to the natives against the Euro- 
peans. Sir, so far is it from being true that the character of the Supreme 
Court has deteriorated, that it has, perhaps, improved more than any 
other institution in India. But the evil lies deep in the nature of the institu- 
tion itself. The judges have in our time deserved the greatest respect. 
Their judgment and integrity have done much to mitigate the vices of the 
system. The worst clfarge that can be brought against any of them is that of 
pertinacity, disinterested, conscientious pertinacity, in error. The real evil 
is the state of the law. Y 011 have two supreme powers in I ndia. There is no 
arbitrator except a Legislature fifteen thousand miles off. Such a system 
is on the face of it an absurdity in politics. My wonder is, not that this 
system has several times been on the point of producing fatal consequences 
to the peace and resources of India those, I think, are the words in 
which Warren Hastings described the effect of the contest between his 
Government and the Judges ; — but that it has not actually produced such 
consequences. The mo?t distinguished members of the Indian Govern- 
ment, the most distinguished Judges of the Supreme Court, call upon 
you to reform this system. Sir Charles Metcalfe, Sir Charles Grey, re- 
present with equal urgency the expediency of having one single paramount 
council armed with legislative power. The admission of Europeans to 
India renders it absolutely necessary not to delay our decision. The effect 
of that admission would be to raise a hundred questions, to produce a 
hundred contests between the Council and the judicature. The Govern- 
ment would be paralysed at the precise moment at which all its energy 
was required. While the two equal powers were acting in opposite direc- 
tions, the whole machine of the state would stand still. 'J'he Europeans 
would be uncontrolled. The natives would be unprotected. The conse- 
quences I will not pretend to foresee. Everything beyond is darkness 
and confusion. 

Having given to the Government supreme legislative power, we next 
propose to give to it for a time the assistance of a commission for the 
purpose of digesting and reforming the laws of India, so that those laws 
may, as soon as possible, be formed into a Code. Gentlemen of whom I 
wish to speak with the highest respect have expressed a doubt whether 
India be at present in a fit .state to receive a benefit which is not yet en- 
joyed by this free and highly civilised country’. Sir, I can allow to this 
argument very little weight beyond that which it derives from the personal 
authority of those who use it. *For, in the first place, our freedom and 
our high civilisation make this improvement, desirable as it must always 
be, less indispensably necessary to us than to our Indian subjects ; and in 
the ne^tt place, our freedom and civilisation^ I fear, make it far more diffi* 
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cult for us to obtain this benefit for ourselves than to bestow it on 
them. 

I believe that no country ever stood so much in need of a code of laws 
as India ; and I l)elieve also that there never was a country in which the 
want might so easily be supplied. 1 said that there were many points of 
analogy between the state of that country after the fall of the Mogul 
power, and the state of Europe after the fall of the Roman empire. In 
one respect the analogy is very striking. As there were in Europe then, 
so there are in India now, several systems of law widely differing from 
each other, but coexisting and coequal. The indigenous population has 
its own la^vs. Each of the successive races of conquerors has brought 
with it its own peculiar jurisprudence : the Mussulman his Koran and 
the innumerable commentators on the Koran ; the Englishman his 
Statute Book and his Term Reports. As there were established in Italy, 
at one and the same time, the Roman l^aw, the Lombard law, the Ri- 
puarian law, the Bavarian law, and the Salic law, so we have now in our 
Eastern empire Hindoo law, Mahometan law, Parsee law, English law, 
perpetually mingling with each other and disturbing each other, varying 
with the person, varying with the place. In one and the .mme cause the 
process and pleadings are in the fashion of one nation, the judgment is 
according to the laws of another. An issue is evolved according to the 
rules of Westminster, and decided according to those of Benares. The 
only Mahometan book in the nature of a code is the Koran ; the only 
Hindoo book, the Institutes. Everybody who knows those books knows 
that they provide for a very small part of the cases which must arise in every 
community. All beyond them is comment and tradition. Our regulations 
in civil matters do not define rights, but merely establish remedies. If a 
point of Hindoo law arises, the Judge calls on the Pundit for an opinion, 
if a point of Mahometan law arises, the Judge applies to theCauzee. What 
the integrity of these functionaries is, we may learn from Sir William Jones. 
That eminent man declared that he could not answer it to his conscience 
to decide any point of law on the faith of a Hindoo expositor. Sir 
Idiomas Strange confirms this declaration. Even if there were no suspi- 
cion of corruption on ihe part of the interpreters of the laws the science 
which they profe.ss is in such a stale of confusion that no reliance can be 
placed on their answers. Sir Francis Macnaghten tells us, that it is a 
delusion to fancy that there is any known and fixed law under w'hich the 
Hindoo peo]de live ; that texts may be produced on any side of any 
question ; that expositors equal in authority perpetually contradict each 
other : that the obsolete law is perpetually confounded with the law 
actually in force ; and that the first lesson to be impressed on a functionmy 
who has to administer Hindoo law is that it is vain to think of extracting 
certainty from the books of the jurist. The consequence is that in prac- 
tice the decisions of the tribunals are altogether arbitrary. What is 
administered is not law, but a kind of rude and capricious equity. I 
asked an able and excellent judge lately returned from India how one of 
our Zillah Courts wmukl decide several legal questions of great import- 
ance, questions not involving considerations of religion or of caste, mere 
questions of commercial law. He told me that it was a mere lottery. 
He knew how he should himself decide them. But he knew nothing 
more. I asked a most distinguished civil .servant of the Company, with 
reference to the clause in this Bill on the subject of slavery, whether at 
present, if a danemg girl ran away from her master, the judge would 
force her to go baSt. “Some judges,” he said, “send a girl l)ack. 
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Others set her at liberty. The whole is a mere matter of chance. Everyi 
thing depends on the temper of the individual judge.” 

Even in this country we have had complaints of judge-made law ; even 
in this country, where the standard of morality is higher than in almost 
any other part of the world ; where, during several generations, not one 
depositary of our legal traditions has incurred the suspicion of personal 
corruption ; where there are popular institutions ; where every decision 
is watched by a shrewd and learned audience ; where there is an intelli- 
gent and observant public ; where every remarkable case is fully reported 
in a hundred newspapers ; where, in short, there is everything which can 
mitigate the evils of such a system. But judge-made law, where there is 
an absolute government and a lax morality, where there is no bar and no 
public, is a curse and a scandal not to be endured. It is time that the 
magistrate should know what law he is to administer, that the subject 
should know under what law he is to live. We do not mean that all the 
people of India should live under the same law : far from it : there is 
not a word in the bill, there was not a word in my right honourable 
friend’s speech, susceptible of such an interpretation. We know how 
desirable that object is ; but we also know that it is unattainable. We 
know that respect must l>e paid to feelings generated by differences of 
religion, of nation, and of caste. Much, I am persuaded, may be done 
to assimilate the different systems of law without wounding those feelings. 
But, whether we assimilate those systems or not, let us ascertain them ; 
let us digest them. We propose no rash innovation ; we wish to give 
no shock to the prejudices of any part of our subjects. Our principle is 
simply this ; uniformity where you can have it ; diversity where you must 
have it ; but in all cases certainty. 

As I believe that India stands more in need of a code than any other 
country in the world, I believe also that there is no country on which 
that great benefit can more easily be conferred. A code is almost the 
only blessing, perhaps it is the only blessing, which absolute governments 
are better fitted to confer on a nation than popular governments. The 
work of digesting a vast and artificial system of unwritten jurisprudence 
is far more easily performed, and far better performed, by few minds than 
by many, by a Napoleon than by a Chamber of Deputies and a Chamber 
of Peers, by a government like that of Prussia or Denmark than by a 
government like that of England. A quiet knot of two or three veteran 
jurists is an infinitely better machinery for such a purpose than a large 
popular assembly divided, as such assemblies almost always are, into 
adverse factions. This seems to me, therefore, to be precisely that point of 
time at which the advantage of a complete written code of laws may most 
easily be conferred on India. It is a work which cannot be well performed 
in an age of barbarism, which cannot without great difficulty be performed 
in an age of freedom. It is a work which especially belongs to a 
government like that of India, to an enlightened and paternal des- 
potism. 

I have detained the House so long, Sir, that I will defer what I had to 
say on some parts of this measure, im^rtant parts, indeed, but far less 
important, as I think, than those to which I nave adverted, till we are 
in Committee. There is, however, one part of the bill on which, after 
what has recently passed elsewhere, I feel myself irresistibly impelled to 
say a few words. 1 allude to that wise, that l^nevolent, that noble clause 
which enacts that no native of our Indian empire shall, by reason of his 
colour, his descent, or his religion, be incapable of holding office. At Uie 
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risk of being called by that nickname which is regarded as the most 
opprobrious of all nicknames by men of selfish hearts and contracted 
minds, at the risk of being called a philosopher, I must say that, to the 
last day of my life, I shall be proud of having been one of those who 
assisted in the framing of the bill which contains that clause. We are 
told that the time can never come when the natives of India can be 
admitted to high civil and military office. We are told that this is the 
condition on which we hold our power. We are told that we are bound 
to confer on our subjects every benefit— which they are capable of enjoy- 
ing ?--no which it is in our power to confer on them ?— no but 
which we can confer on them without hazard to the perpetuity of our own 
domination. Against that proposition I solemnly protest as inconsistent 
alike with sound policy and sound morality. 

I am far, very far, from wishing to proceed hastily in this most delicate 
matter. I feel that, for the good of India itself, the admission of natives 
to high office must be eft'ected by slow degrees. But that, when the ful- 
ness of time is come, when the interest of India requires the change, we 
ought to refuse to make that change lest we should endanger our own 
power, this is a doctrine of which I cannot think without indignation. 
Governments, like men, may buy existence too dear. “Propter vitam 
vivendi perdere causas,’* is a despicable policy both in individuals and in 
states. In the present case, such a policy would be not only despicable, 
but absurd. The mere extent of empire is not necessarily an advantage. 
To many governments it has been cumbersome ; to some it has been 
fatal. It will be allowed by every state.sman of our time that the pro- 
sperity of a community is made up of the prosperity of those who compose 
the community, and that it is the most childish ambition to covet 
dominion which adds to no man’s comfort or security. To the great 
trading nation, to the great manufacturing nation, no progress which any 
portion of the human race can make in knowledge, in taste for the con 
veniences of life, or in the wealth by which those conveniences aie 
produced, can be matter of indilTerencc. It is scarcely possible to calcu- 
late the benefits which we might derive from the diffusion of European 
civilisation among the vast population of the liast. It would be, on the 
most selfish view of the case, far better for us that the people of India 
were well governed and independent of us, than ill governed and subject 
to us ; that they were ruled by their own kings, but wearing our broad- 
cloth, and working with our cutlery, than that they were performing 
their salains to English collectors and Einglish magistrates, but were too 
ignorant to value, or too poor to buy, I'higlish manufactures. To trade 
with civilised men is infinitely more profitable than to govern savages. 
That would, indeed, be a doting wisdom, which, in order that India 
might remain a dependency, would make it an useless and costly depen- 
dency, which would keep a hundred millions of men from being our 
customers in order that they might continue to be qur slaves. 

It was, as Bernier tells us, the practice of the miserable tyrants whom 
he found in India, when they dreaded the caj^acity and spirit of some 
distinguished subject, and yet could not venture to murder him, to ad- 
minister to him a daily dose of the pousta, a preparation of ophim, the 
effect of which was in a few months to destroy all the bodily and menta* 
powers of the wretch w'ho was drugged with it, and to turn him into a 
helpless idiot. The detestable artifice, more horrible than assassination 
itself, was worthy of those who employed it. It is no model for the 
English nation. We shall never consent to administer the pousta to a 
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whole community, to stupefy and paralyse a great people wlK>m God has 
committed to our charge, for the wretched purpose of rendering them 
more amenable to our control. What is power worth if it is founded on 
vice, on ignorance, and on misery ; if we can hold it only by violating 
the most sacred duties which as governors we owe to the governed, and 
which, as a people blessed with far more than an ordinary measure of 
political liberty and of intellectual light, we owe to a race debased by 
three thousand years of despotism and priestcraft? We are free, we are 
civilised, to little purpose, if we grudge to any portion of tlie human race 
an equal measure of freedom and civilisation. 

Are we to keep the people of India ignorant in order that we may keep 
them submissive ? Or do we think that we can give them knowledge 
without awakening ambition? Or do we mean to awaken ambition and 
to provide it with no legitimate vent ? Who will answer any of these 
questions in the affirmative? Yet one of them must be answered in the 
af&rmative, by every person who maintains that we ought permanently to 
exclude the natives from high office. I have no fears. The path of duty 
is plain before us : and it is also the path of wisdom, of national prosperity, 
of national honour. 

The destinies of our Indian empire are covered with thick darkness. 
It is difficult to form any conjecture as to the fate reserved for a state 
which resembles no other in history, and which forms by itself a separate 
class of political phenomena. The laws which regulate its growth and 
its decay are still unknown to us. It may be that the public mind of 
India may expand under our system till it has outgrown that system ; that 
by good government we may educate our subjects into a capacity for 
better government j that, having become instructed in European know- 
ledge, they may, in some future age, demand European institutions. 
Whether such a day will ever come I know not. But never will I attempt 
to avert or to retard it. Whenever it comes, it will be the proudest day 
in English history. To have found a great people sunk in the lowest 
depths of slavery and superstition, to have so ruled them as to have made 
them desirous and capable of all the privileges of citizens, would indeed be 
a title to glory all our own. 'I'he sceptre may pass away from us. Un- 
foreseen accidents may derange our most profound schemes of policy. 
Victory may be inconstant to our arms. But there are triumphs which 
ai« followed by no reverse. There is an empire exempt from all natura 
causes of decay. TTiose triumphs are the pacific triumphs of reason over 
barbarism ; that empire is the imperishable empire of our arts and our 
morals, our literature and our laws^ 
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A SPEECH 

Delivered at Edinburgh on the 29TH of May 1839. 

The elevation of Mr Abercromby to the peerage in May caused a vacancy in the 
representation of the city of Edinburgh. A meeting oi" the electors was called to 
consider of the manner in which the vacancy should be supplied. At this meeting 
the following Speech was made. 

My Lord Provost and (jENTLEMKn, — At the request of a very large 
and respectable portion of your body, I appear before you as a candidate 
for a high and solemn trust, which, uninvited, I should have thought it 
presumption to solicit, but which, thus invited, I should think it cowardice 
to decline. If I had felt my.self justified in following my own inclinations, I 
am not sure that even a summons so honourable as that which I have received 
would have been sufficient to draw me away from pursuits far better suited 
to my taste and temper than the turmoil of political warfare. But I feel 
that my lot is cast in times in which no man is free to judge, merely ac- 
cording to his own taste and temper, whether he will devote himself to 
active or to contemplative life ; in times in which society has a right to 
demand, from every one of its nieml^ers, active and strenuous exertions. 
I have, therefore, obeyed your call ; and 1 now present myself be.nre you 
for the purpose of offering to you, not, what I am sure you '.vould reject 
with disdain, flattery, degrading alike to a candidate, and to a constitu- 
ent body ; but such reasonable, candid, and manly explanations as become 
the mouth of a free man ambitious of the confidence of a free people. 

It is hardly necessary for me to say that I stand here unconnected with 
this great community. It would be mere affectatioR not to acknowledge 
that with respect to local questions I have much to learn ; but I hope 
that you will find in me no sluggish or inattentive learner. From an early 
age I have felt a strong interest in Edinburgh, although attached to Edin- 
burgh by no other ties than those which are common to me with multi- 
tudes ; that tie which attaches every man of Scottish blood to the ancient 
and renowned capital of our race ; that tie which attaches every student 
of history to the spot ennobled by so many great and memorable events ; 
that tie w'hich attaches every traveller of taste to the most beautiful of 
British cities ; and that tie which attaches every lover of litemture to a 
place which, since it has ceased to be the seat of empire, has derivetl from 
poetry, philosophy, and eloquence afar higher distinction than empire can 
bestow. If to those ties it shall now be your pleasure to add a tie still 
closer and more peculiar, I can only assure you that it shall be the study 
of my life so to conduct myself in these our troubled times that you may 
have no reason to be ashamed of your choice. 

Those gentlemen who invited me to appear as a candidate before you 
were doubtless acquainted with the part which I took in public alTaii s during 
the three first Parliaments of the late King. Circumstances have since that 
time undergone great alteration ; but no alteration has taken pl^ce in my 
principles. I do not mean to say that thought, discussion, and the new 
phenomena produced by the operation of a new representative systenv 
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have not led me to modify some of my views on questions of detail ; but, 
with respect to the fundamental principles of government, my opinions 
are still what they were when, in 1831 and 1832, I took part, according 
to the measure of my abilities, in that great pacific victory which purified 
the representative system of England, and which first gave a real represen- 
tative system to Scotland. Even at that time, Gentlemen, the leaning of 
my mind was in favour of one measure to which the illustrious leader of 
the Whig party, whose name ought never to be mentioned without grati- 
tude and reverence in any assembly of British electors, I mean Earl Grey, 
was understood to entertain strong objections, and to which his Cabinet, as 
a Cabinet, was invariably opposed. I speak of the vote by ballot. All that 
has passed since that time confirms me in the view which I was then inclined 
to take of that important question. At the same time I do not think that 
all the advantages are on one side and all the disadvantages on the other. 
I must admit that the effect of the practice of secret voting would be to with- 
draw the voter from the operation of some salutary and honourable, as well 
as of some pernicious and degrading motives. But seeing, as I cannot help 
seeing, that the practice of intimidation, instead of diminishing, is gaining 
ground, I am compelled to consider whether the time has not arrived 
when we are bound to apply what seems the only efficient remedy. And 
I am compelled to consider whether, in doing so, I am not strictly fol- 
lowing the principles of the Reform Bill to the legitimate conclusions. 
For surely those who supported the Reform Bill intended to give the 
people of Britain a reality, not a delusion ; to destroy nomination, and 
not to make an outward show of destroying it ; to bestow the franchise, 
and not the name of the franchise ; and least of all, to give suffering and 
humiliation under the name of the franchise. If men are to be returned 
to Parliament, not by popular election, but by nomination, then I say 
without hesitation that the ancient system was much the best. Both 
systems alike sent men to Parliament who were not freely chosen by 
independent constituent bodies : but under the old system there was 
little or no need of intimidation, while, under the new system, we have 
the misery and disgraite produced by intimidation added to the process. 
If, therefore, we are to have nomination, I prefer the nomination which 
used to take place at Old Sarum to the nomination which now takes 
place at Newark. In both cases you have members returned at the will 
of one landed proprietor : but at Newark you have two hundred eject- 
ments into the bargain, to say nothing of the mortification and remorse 
endured by all those who, thou^jh they were not ejected, yet voted against 
their consciences from fear of ejectment. 

There is perhaps no point on which good men of all parties are more 
completely agreed than on the necessity of restraining and punishing cor- 
ruption in the election of Members of Parliament. The evils of corrup- 
tion are doubtless very great ; but it appears to me that those evils which 
are attributed to corruption may, witn equal justice, be attributed to 
intimidation, and that intimidation produces also some monstrous evils 
with which corruption cannot be reproached. In both cases alike the 
elector commits a breach of trust. In both cases alike he employs for 
his own advantage an important power which was confided to him, that 
it might be used, to the best of his judgment, for the general good of the 
community. Thus far corru^ion and intimidation operate in the same 
manner. But there is this difference betwixt the two systems ; corrup- 
tion operates by giving pleasure, intimidation by giving pain. To give 
a poor man five pounds causes uo pain ; on the contrary it produces 
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pleasure. It is in itself no bad act ; indeed, if the five pounds were 
given on another occasion, and without a corrupt object, it might pass 
for a benevolent act. But to tell a man that you will reduce him to 
a situation in which he will miss his former comforts, and in which his 
family will be forced to beg their bread, is a cruel act. Corruption has 
a sort of illegitimate relationship to benevolence, and engenders some 
feelings of a cordial and friendly nature. There is a notion of charity 
connected with the distribution of the money of the rich among the 
needy, even in a corrupt manner. The comic writer who tells us that 
the whole system of corruption is to be considered as a commerce of 
generosity on one side and of gratitude on the other, has rather exagger- 
ated. than misrepresented what really takes place in many of these English 
constituent bodies where money is lavished to conciliate the favour and 
obtain the suffrages of the people. But in intimidation the whole pro- 
cess is an odious one. The whole feeling on the part of the elector is 
that of shame, degradation, and hatred of the person to whom he has 
given his vote. The elector is indeed placed in a worse situation tlian if 
he had no vote at all ; for there is not one of us who would not rather 
be without a vote than be compelled to give it to the person whom he 
dislikes above all others. 

Thinking, therefore, that the practice of intimidation has all the evils 
which are to be found in corruption, and that it has other evils which 
are not to be found in corruption, I was naturally led to consider 
whether it was possible to prevent it Vjy any process similar to that by 
which corruption is restrained. Corniption, you all know, is the subject 
of penal laws. If it is brought home to the parties, they are liable to 
severe punishment. Although it is not often that it can be brought 
home, yet there are instances. I remember several men of large pro- 
perty confined in Newgate for corruption. Penalties have been awarded 
against offenders to the amount of five hundred pounds. Many membem 
of Parliament have been unseated on account of the malpractices of their 
agents. But you cannot, I am afraid, repress intimidation by penal laws, 
Such laws would infringe the most sacred rights of property. How can 
I require a man to deal with tradesmen who have voted against him, or 
to renew the leases of tenants who have voted against him ? What is it 
that the Jew says in the play? 

“ I’ll not answer that. 

But say it is my humour.” 

Or, as a Christian of our own time has expressed himself, “ I have a right 
to do what I will with my own. ” There is a great deal of weight in the 
reasoning of Shylock and the Duke of Newcastle, 'fhere would be an 
end of the right of property if you were to interdict a landlord froin 
ejecting a tenant, if you were to force a gentleman to employ a 
cular butcher, and to take as much beef this year as last year. Ihe 
principle of the right of property is that a man is not only to be allowed 
to dispose of his wealth rationally and usefully, but to be allowed to 
indulge his passions and caprices, to employ whatever tradesmen and 
labourers he chooses, and to let, or refuse to let, his laud accoiding to 
his own pleasure, without giving any reason or asking anybody s leave. 
I remember that, on one of the first evenings on which I sate in the 
House of Commons, Mr Poulett Thompson proposed a censu^ on the 
Duke of Newcastle for His Grace’s conduct towards the electors of Newark- 
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Sir Robert Peel opposed the motion, not only with considterablte abi- 
lity, bnt with really unanswerable reasons. He asked if it was meant 
that a tenant who voted against his landlord was to keep his lease for 
ever. If so, tenants would vote against a landlord to secure themselves, 
as they now vote with a landloid to secure themselves. I thought, 
and think, this argument unanswerable ; but then it is unanswerable in 
favour of the ballot ; for, if it be impossible to deal with intimidation by 
punishment, you are bound to consider whether there be any means of 
prevention ; and the only mode of prevention that has ever been sug- 
gested is the ballot. That the ballot has disadvantages to be set off 
against its advantages, I admit ; but it appears to me that we have only 
a choice' of evils, and that the evils for which the ballot is a specific remedy 
are greater than any which the ballot is likely to produce. Observe with 
what exquisite accuracy the ballot draws the line of distinction between 
the power which we ought to give to the proprietor and the power 
which we ought not to give him. It leaves the proprietor the absolute 
power to do what he will with his own. Nobody calls upon him to 
say why he ejected this tenant, or took away his custom from that 
tradesman. It leaves him at liberty to follow his own tastes, to follow his 
strangest whims. The only thing which it puts beyond his power is the 
vote of the tenant, the vote of the tradesman, which it is our duty to pro- 
tect. I ought at the same time to say, that there is one objection to the 
ballot of a very serious nature, but which I think may, nevertheless, be 
obviated. It is quite clear that, if the ballot shall be adopted, there will 
be no remedy for an undue return by a subsequent scrutiny. Unless, 
therefore, the registration of votes can be counted on as correct, the ballot 
will undoubtedly lead to great inconvenience. It seems, therefore, that 
a careful revision of the whole s)rstem of registration, and an improvement 
of the tribunal before which the rights of the electors are to be established, 
should be an inseparable part of any measure by which the ballot is to be 
introduced. 

As to those evils which we have been considering, they are evils which 
are practically felt ; they are evils which press hard upon a large portion 
of the constituent body ; and it is not therefore strange, that the cry for 
a rcJtnedy should be loud and urgent. But there is another subject 
respecting which I am told that many among you are anxious, a subject 
of a very different description. I allude to the duration of Parliaments. 

It must be admitted that for some years past we have had little reason 
to complain of the length of Parliaments. Since the year 1 830 we have 
had five general elections ; two occasioned by the deaths of two Sove- 
reigns, and three by political conjunctures. As to the present Parlia- 
ment, 1 do not think that, whatever opinion gentlemen may entertain of 
the conduct *of that body, they will impute its faults to any confidence 
which the members have that they are to sit for seven years ; for T very 
much (question whether there be one gentleman in the House of Commons 
who thinks, or has ever thought, that his seat is worth three years’ pur- 
chase. When, therefore, we discuss this question, wc must remember 
that we are discussing a question not immediately pressing. I freely 
admit, however, that this is no reason for not fairly considering the sub- 
ject : for it is the part of wise men to provide against evils which, though 
not actually felt, may be reasonably apjM^hended. It seems to me that 
here, as in the case of the ballot, there are serious considerations to be 
urged on both sides. The objections to long Parliaments are perfectly 
obvious. The truth is that, in very long Parliaments, you have no repre* 
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sentation at all. The mind of the people goes on changing ; and the 
Parliament, remaining unchanged, ceases to reflect the opinion of the 
constituent bodies. In the old times before the Revolution, a Parliament 
might sit during the life of the monarch. Parliaments were then some* 
times of eighteen or twenty years’ duration. Thus the Parliament called 
by Charles the Second soon after his return from exile, and elected when 
the nation was drunk with hope and convulsed by a hysterical paroxysm 
of loyalty, continued to sit long after two-thirds of those who had heartily 
welcomed the King back from Holland as heartily wished him in Holland 
again. Since the Revolution we have not felt that evil to the same ex- 
tent : but it must be admitted that the term of seven years is too long. 
There are, however, other considerations to set off against this. There 
are two very serious evils connected with every general election : the first 
is, the violent political excitement : the second is, the ruinous expense. 
Both these evils were very greatly diminished by the Reform, Act. 
Formerly these were things which you in Scotland knew nothing about ; 
but in England the injury to the peace and morals of society resulting 
from a general election was incalculable. During a fifteen days’ poll in 
a town of one hundred thousand inhabitants, money was flowing in all 
directions ; the streets were running with beer ; all business was sus- 
pended ; and there was nothing but disturbance and riot, and slander, 
and calumny, and quarrels, which left in the bosoms of private families 
heartburnings such as were not extinguished in the course of many years. 
By limiting the duration of the poll, the Reform Act has confen-ed as 
great a blessing on the country, — and that is saying a bold word, — as by 
any other provision which it contains. Still it is not to be denied that 
there are evils inseparable from that state of political excitement into 
which every community is thrown by the preparations for an election. 
A still greater evil is the expense. That evil too has been diminished 
by the operation of the Reform Act ; but it still exists to a con- 
siderable extent. We do not now indeed hear such elections as 
that of Yorkshire in 1807, or that of Northumberland in 1827. We 
do not hear of elections that cost two hundred thousand pounds. 
But that the tenth part of that sum, nay, that the hundredth part 
of that sum should be expended in a contest, is a great evil. Do 
not imagine, Gentlemen, that all this evil falls on the candidates. 
It is on you that the evil falls. The effect must necessarily be to 
limit you in your choice of able men to serve you. The number 
of men who can advance fifty thousand pounds is necessarily much 
smaller than the number of men who can advance five thousand pounds ; 
the number of these again is much smaller than the number of those who 
can advance five hundred pounds ; and the number of men who can ad- 
vance five hundred pounds every three years is necessarily smaller than 
the number of those who can advance five hundred pounds every seven 
years. Therefore it seems to me that the question is one of comparison. 
In long Parliaments the representative character is in some measmre 
effaced. On the other side, if you have short Parliaments, your choice 
of men will be limited. Now in all questions of this sort, it is the part 
of wisdom to weigh, not indeed with minute accuracy, — for questions of 
civil prudence cannot be subjected to an arithmetical test, — but to weigh 
the advantages and disadvantages carefully, and then to strike tne 
balance. Gentlemen will probably judge according to their habits of 
mind, and according to their opportunities of observation. Those who 
have seen much of the evils of elections will probably incline to long 
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Parliaments ; those who have seen little or nothing of these evils will 
probably incline to a short term. Only observe this, that, whatever may 
be the legal term, it ought to be a year longer than that for which Par- 
liaments ought ordinarily to sit. For there must be a general election 
at the end of the legal term, let the state of the country be what it may. 
There may be riot ; there may be revolution ; there may be famine in 
the country ; and yet if the Minister wait to the end of the legal term, 
the writs must go out. A wise Minister will therefore always dissolve 
the Parliament a year before the end of the legal term, if the country be 
then in a quiet state. It has now been long the practice not to keep a 
Parliament more than six years. Thus the Parliament which was elected 
in 1784 sat till 1790, six years; the Parliament of 1790 till 1796, the 
Parliament of 1796 to 1802, the Parliament of 1812 to 1818, and the 
Parliament of 1820 till 1826. If, therefore, you wish the duration of 
Parliaments to be shortened to three years, the proper course would be 
to fix the legal tertn at four years ; and if you wish them to sit for four 
years, the proper course would be to fix the legal term at five years. My 
own inclination would be to fix the legal term at five years, and thus to 
have a Parliament practically every four years. I ought to add that, 
whenever any shortening of Parliament takes place, we ought to alter 
that rule which requires that Parliament shall be dissolved as often as the 
demise of the Crown takes place. It is a rule for which no statesman- 
like reason can be given ; it is a mere technical rule ; and it has already 
been so much relaxed that, even considered as a technical rule, it is absurd. 

I come now to another subject, of the highest and gravest importance : 
I mean the elective franchise ; and I acknowledge that I am doubtful 
whether my opinions on this subject may be so pleasing to many here 
present as, if I may judge from your expressions, my sentiments on other 
subjects have been. I shall express my opinions, however, on this sub- 
ject as frankly as I have expressed them when they may have been more 
pleasing. I shall ei^ress them with the frankness of a man who is more 
desirous to gain your esteem than to gain your votes. I am for the 
original principle of the Reform Bill. I think that principle excellent ; 
and I am sorry that we ever deviated from it. There were two devia- 
tions to which I was strongly opposed, and to which the authors of the 
bill, hard pressed by their opponents and feebly supported by their 
friends, very unwillingly consented. One was the admission of the free- 
men to vote in towns : the other was the admission of the fifty pound 
tenants at will to vote in counties. At the same time I must say that I 
despair of being able to apply a direct remedy to either of these evils. 
The ballot might perhaps be an indirect remedy for the latter. I 
think that the system of r^stration should be amended, that the 
clauses relating to the payment of rates should be altered, or alto- 
gether removed, and that the elective franchise should be extended 
to every ten pound householder, whether he resides within or with- 
out the limits of a town. To this extent I am prepared to go ; but I 
should not be dealing with the ingenuousness which you have a ri^t to 
expect, if I did not tell you that I am not prepared to go further. There 
are many other questions as to which you are entitled to know the opinions 
of your remesentattve : but I shall <mly glance rapidly at ^e most im- 
portant I have ever been a most determined enemy to the slave trade, 
Imd to personal slavery under every form. I have adways been a friend 
to popular education. I haVe always been a friend to the right of free 
discussion. I have always been adverse to all restrictions on tmde, and 
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especially to those restrictions which affect the price of the necessaries of 
life. I have always been adverse to religious persecution, whether it 
takes the fom of direct penal laws, or of civil disabilities. 

Now, having said so much upon measures, I hope you will permit me 
to say something about men. If you send me as your representative to 
Parliament, I wish you to understand that I shall go there determined to 
support the present ministry. I shall do so not from any personal inter- 
est or feeling. I have certainly the happiness to have several kind and 
much valued friends among the members of the Government ; and there 
is one member of the Government, the noble President of the Council, to 
whom I owe obligations which I shall alw^ays be proud to avow. That 
noble Lord, when I was utterly unknown in public life, and scarcely known 
even to himself, placed me in the House of Commons ; and it is due to 
him to say that he never in the least interfered with the freedom of 
my parliamentary conduct. I have since represented a great constituent 
body, for whose confidence and kindness I can never be sufficiently grate- 
ful, I mean the populous borough of Leeds. I may possibly by your 
kindness be placed in the proud situation of Representative of Edinburgh ; 
but I never could and never can be a more independent Member of the 
House of Commons than when I sat there as the nominee of Lord Lans- 
downe. But, while I acknowledge my obligations to that noble person, 
while I avow the friendship which I feel for many of his collea^es, it is 
not on such grounds that 1 vindicate the support which it is my intention 
to give them. I have no right to sacrifice your interests to my personal 
or private feelings : my principles do not permit me to do so ; nor do my 
friends expect that I should do so. The .support which I propose to give’ 
to the present Ministry I shall give on the following grounds. I believe 
the present Ministry to be by many degrees the best Ministry which, in 
the present state of the country, can be formed. I believe that we have 
only one choice. I believe that our choice is between a Ministry substan- 
tially, — for of course I do not speak of particular individuals, — betw'een a 
Ministry substantially the same that we have, and a Ministry under the 
direction of the Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel. I do not hesi- 
tate to pronounce that my choice is in favour of the former. Some 
gentleman appears to dissent from what I say. If I knew what his ob- 
jections are, I would try to remove them. But it is impossible to answer 
inarticulate noises. Is the objection that the government is too conser- 
vative ? Or is the objection that the government is too radical ? If I 
understand rightly, the objection is that the Government does not pro- 
ceed vigorously enough in the work of Reform. To that objection tnen 
I will address myself. Now, I am far from denying that the Ministers 
have committed faults. But, at the same time, I make allowances for the 
difficulties with which they are contending ; and having made these allow- 
ances, I confidently say that, when I look back at the past, I think them 
entitled to praise, and that, looking forward to the future, I can pronounce 
with still more confidence that they are entitled to support. 

It is a common error, and one which I have found among men, not only 
intelligent, but much conversant in public business, to think that in politics, 
legislation is everything and administration nothing. Nothing is more 
usual than to hear people say, “What I another session gone and nothing 
done ; no new bills passed ; the Irish Municipal Bill stopped in the 
House of Lords. How could we be worse off if the Tories were ih?” 
My answer is that, if the Tories were in, our legislation would be in as bad 
a state as at present, and we should have a bad administration into the 
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bargain. It seems strange to me that gentlemen should not be aware 
that it may be better to have unreformecl laws administered in a reform- 
ing spirit, than reformed laws administered in a spirit hostile to all reform. 
We often hear the maxim, “ Measures not men,” and there is a sense in 
which it is an excellent maxim. Measures not men, certainly : that is, 
we are not to oppose Sir Robert Peel sfhnply because he is Sir Robert 
Peel, or to support Lord John Russell simply, because he is Lord John 
Russell. We are not to follow our political leaders in the way in which 
my honest Highland ancestors followed their chieftains. We are not to 
imitate that blind devotion which led all the Campbells to take the side 
of George the Second because the Duke of Argyle was a Whig, and all 
the Camerons to take the side of the Stuarts because Lochiel was a 
Jacobite. But if you mean that, while the laws remain the same, it is 
unimportant by whom they are administered, then I say that a doctrine 
more absurd was never uttered. Why, what are laws ? They are mere 
words ; they are a dead letter ; till a living agent comes to put life into 
them. This is the case even in judicial matters. You can tie up the 
judges of the land much more closely than it would be right to tie up the 
Secretary for the Home Department or the Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 
Yet is it immaterial whether the laws be administered by Chief Justice 
Hale or Chief Justice Jeffreys? And can you doubt that the case is still 
stronger when you come to political questions ? It would be perfectly 
easy, as many of you must be aware, to point out instances in which 
society has prospered under defective laws, well administered, and other 
instances in which society has been miserable under institutions that 
looked well on paper. But we need not go beyond our own country and 
our own times. Let us see what, within this island and in the present 
year, a good administration has done to mitigate bad laws. For example, 
let us take the law of libel. I hold the present state of our law of libel 
to be a scandal to a civilised community. Nothing more absurd can be 
found in the whole history of jurisprudence. How the law of libel was 
abused formerly, you all know. You all know how it was abused under 
the administrations of Lord North, of Mr Pitt, of Mr Perceval, of the 
Earl of Liverpool ; and I am sorry to say that it was abused, most un- 
justifiably abused, by Lord Abinger under the administration of the Duke 
of Wellington and .Sir Robert Peel. Now is there any person who will 
pretend to say that it has ever been abused by the Government of Lord 
Melbourne ? That Government has enemies in abundance j it has been 
attacked by Tory malcontents and by Radical malcontents ; but has any 
one of them ever had the effrontery to say that it has abused the power of 
filii^ ex officio informations for libel ? , Has this been from want of provo- 
cation ? On the contrary, the present Government has been libelled in a 
way in which no Government was ever libelled before. Has the law been 
altered ? Has it been modified ? Not at all. We have exactly the same 
laws that we had when Mr Perry was brought to trial for saying that 
Geo^e the Third was unpopular, Mr Leigh Hunt for saying that George 
the Fourth was fat, and .Sir Francis Burdett for expressing, not perhaps 
in the best taste, a natural and honest indignation at the slaughter which 
took place at Manchester in 1819. The law is precisely the same ; but 
if it had been entirely remodelled, political writers could not have had 
more liberty than they have enjoyeJ since Lord Melbourne came into 
power. 

1 have given you an instance of the power of a good administration to 
mitigate a bad law. Now, see how necessary it is that there should 
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be a good administration to carry'a good law into effect. An excellent 
bill was brought into the House of Commons by Lord John Russell in 
1828, and passed. To any other man than Lord John Russell the carry- 
ing of such a bill would have been an enviable distinction indeed ; but 
his name is identified with still greater reforms. It will, however, always 
be accounted one of his titles to public gratitude that he was the author 
of the law which repealed the Test Act. Well, a short time since, a 
noble peer, the Lord Lieutenant of the county of Nottingham, thought 
fit to re-enact the Test Act, so far as that county was concerned. I have 
already mentioned His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, and, to say truth, 
there is no life richer in illustrations of all forms and branches of mis- 
government than his. His Grace very coolly informed Her Majcsty^s 
Ministers that he had not recommended a certain gentleman for the com- 
mission of the peace because the gentleman was a Dissenter. Now here 
is a law which admits Dissenters to offices ; and a Tory nobleman takes 
it on himself to rescind that law. But happily we have Whig Ministers. 
What did they do ? Why, they put the Dissenter into the Commission ; 
and they turned the Tory nobleman out of the Lieutenancy. Do you 
seriously imagine that under a Tory administration this would have been 
done? I have no wish to say anything disrespectful of the great Tory 
leaders. I shall always speak with respect of the great qualities and 
public services of the Duke of Wellington : I have no other feeling about 
him than one of pride that my country has produced so great a man ; nor 
do I feel anything hut respect and kindness for Sir Robert Peel, of whose 
abilities no person that has had to encounter him in debate will ever speak 
slightingly. I do not imagine that those eminent men would have ap- 
proved of the conduct of the Duke of Newcastle. I believe that the 
Duke of Wellington would as soon have thought of running away from 
the field of battle as of doing the same thing in Plain pshire, where he is 
I^ord Lieutenant. But do you believe that he would have turned the 
Duke of Newcastle out ? I believe that he would not. As Mr Pultcney, 
a great political leader, said a hundred years since, “ The heads of parties 
are, like the heads of snakes, carried on by the tails.” It would have 
been utterly impossible for the Tory Ministers to have discarded the 
t^owerful Tory Duke, unless they had at the same time resolved, like Mr 
Canning in 1827, to throw themselves for support on the Whigs. 

Now I have given you these two instances to show that a change in 
the administration may produce all the effects of a change in the law. 
You see that to have a Tory Government is virtually to re-enact the Test 
Act, and that to have a Whig Government is virtually to repeal the law 
of libel. And if this is the case in England and Scotland, where society 
is in a sound state, how much more must it be the case in the diseased 
part of the empire, in Ireland ? Ask any man there, wdiatever may be 
his religion, whatever may be his politics, Churchman, Presbyterian, Ro- 
man Catholic, Repealer, Precursor, Orangeman, ask Mr O’Connell, ask 
Colonel Conolly, whether it is a slight matter in whose hands the execu- 
tive power is lodged. P>ery Irishman will tell you that it is a matter of 
life and death ; that in fact more depends upon the men than upon the 
laws. It disgusts me therefore to hear men of liberal politics say, “ What 
is the use of a Whig Government ? The Ministers can do nothing for the 
country. They have been four years at work on an Irish Municipal Bill, 
without being able to pass it through the Lords.” Would any ten Acts 
of Parliament make such a difference to Ireland as the difference between 
having Lord Ebrington for Lord Lieutenant, with Lord Morpeth for 
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Secretary, and having the Earl of Roden for Lord Lieutenant, with Mr 
I^froy for Secretary ? Ask the popular Irish leaders whether they would 
like better to remain as they are, with Lord Ebrington as Lord Lieutenant, 
or to have the Municipal Bill, and any other three bills which they 
might name, with Lord Roden for Viceroy ; and they will at once answer, 
“Leave us Lord Ebrington ; and bum your bills.” The truth is that, 
the more defective the legislation, the more important is a good adminis- 
tration, just as the personal qualities of the Sovereign are of more im- 
portance in despotic countries like Russia than in a limited monarchy. 
If we have not in our Statute Book all the securities necessary for good 
government, it is of the more importance that the character of the men 
who administer the government should be an additional security. 

But we are told that the Government is weak. That is most true ; 
and I believe that almost all that we are tempted to blame in the conduct 
of the Government is to be attributed to weakness. But let us consider 
what the nature of this weakness is. Is it that kind of weakness which 
makes it our duty to oppose the Government ? Or is it that kind of 
weakness which makes it our duty to support the Government ? Is it 
intellectual weakness, moral weakness, the incapacity to discern, or the 
want of courage to pursue, the true interest of the nation ? Such was the 
weakness of Mr Addington, when this countiy was threatened with in- 
vasion from Boulogne. Such was the weakness of the Government 
which sent out the wretched Walcheren expedition, and starved the Duke 
of Wellington in Spain ; a government whose only strength was shown 
in prosecuting writers who exposed abuses, and in slau^tering rioters 
whom oppression had driven into outrage. Is that the weakness of the 
present Government ? I think not. As compared with any other party 
capable of holding the reins of Government, they are deficient neither in 
intellectual nor in moral strength. On all great questions of difference 
between the Ministers and the Opposition, I hold the Ministers to be in 
the right. When I consider the difficulties with which they have to 
struggle, when I see how manfully that struggle is maintained by Lord 
Meloourne, when I see that Lord John Russell has excited even the 
admiration of his opponents by the heroic manner in which he has gone 
on, year after year, in sickness and domestic sorrow, fighting the battle 
of Reform, I am led to the conclusion that the weakness of the Ministers 
is of that sort which makes it our duty to give them, not opposition, but 
support ; and that support it is my purpose to afford to the best of my 
ability. 

If, indeed, I thought myself at liberty to consult my own inclination, I 
should have stood aloof from the conflict. If you should be pleased to 
send me to Parliament, I shall enter an assembly very different from that 
which I quitted in 1834. I left the Whigs united and dominant, strong 
in the confidence and attachment of one House of Parliament, strong also 
in the fears of the other. I shall return to find them helpless in the 
Lords, and forced almost every week to fight a battle for existence in the 
Commons. Many, whom I left bound together by what seemed indis- 
soluble private and public ties, I shall now find assailing each other with 
more than the ordinary bitterness of political hostility. Many with whom I 
sate side by side, contending through whole nights for the Reform Bill, till 
the sun broke over the Thames on our undiminished ranks, I shall now 
find on hostile benches. I shall be compelled to engage in painful alter- 
cations with many with whom I had hoped never to have a conflict, 
except in the generous ahd friendly atrife which should best serve the 
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common cause. I left the Liberal Government strong enough to main- 
tain itself against an adverse C 9 urt ; I see that the Liberal Government 
now rests mr support on the preference of a Sovereign, in whom the 
country sees with delight the promise of a better, a gentler, a happier 
Elizabeth, of a Sovereign in whom we hope that our children ana our 
grandchildren will admire the firmness, the sagacity, and the spirit which 
distinguished the last and greatest of the Tudors, tempered by the ^ne- 
ficent influence of more humane times and more popular institutions. 
Whether royal favour, never more needed and never better deserved, 
will enable the government to surmount the difficulties with which it 
has to deal, I cannot presume to judge. It may be that the blow has 
only been deferred for a season, and that a long period of Tory domina- 
tion is before us. Be it so. I entered public life a Whig ; and a Whig 
I am determined to remain. I use that word, and I wish you to under- 
stand that I use it, in no narrow sense. I mean by a Whig, not one who 
subscribes implicitly to the contents of any book, though that book may 
have been written by Locke ; not one who approves the whole conduct 
of any statesman, though that statesman may have been Fox ; not one 
who adopts the opinions in fashion in any circle, though that circle may 
be composed of the finest and noblest spirits of the age. But it seems to 
me that, when I look back on our history, I can discern a great party 
which has, through many generations, preserved its identity ; a party 
often depressed, never extinguished ; a party which, though often tainted 
with the faults of the age, has always been in advance of the age ; a 
party which, though guilty of many errors and some crimes, has the glory 
of having established our civil and religious liberties on a firm foundation ; 
and of that party 1 am proud to be a member. It was that party which, 
on the great question of monopolies, stood up against Elizabeth. It was 
that party which, in the reign of James the First, organised the earliest 
parliamentary opposition, which steadily asserted the privileges of the 
people, and wrested prerogative after prerogative from the Crown. It 
was that party which forced Charles the First to relinquish the ship- 
money. It was that party which destroyed the Star Chamber and the 
High Commission Court. It was that party which, under Charles the 
Second, carried the Habeas Corpus Act, which effected the Revolution, 
which passed the Toleration Act, which broke the yoke of a foreign church 
in your country, and which saved Scotland from the fate of unhappy 
Ireland. It was that party which reared and maintained the constitu- 
tional throne of Hanover against the hostility of the Church and of the 
landed aristocracy of England. It was that party which opposed the 
war with America and the war with the French Republic; which im- 
parted the blessings of our free Constitution to the Dissenters ; and 
which, at a later period, by unparalleled sacrifices and exertions, ex- 
tended the same blessings to the Roman Catholics. To the Whigs of 
the seventeenth century we owe it that we have a House of Commons. 
To the Whigs of the nineteenth century we owe it that the House of 
Commons has been purified. The abolition of the slave trade, the aboli- 
tion of colonial slavery, the extension of popular education, the mitigation 
of the rigour of the penal code, all, all were effected by that party ; and 
of that party, I repeat, I am a member. I look with pride on all that 
the Whigs have done for the cause of human freedom and of human 
happiness. I see them now hard pressed, struggling with difficulties, 
but still fighting the good fight. At their head I see men who have in- 
herited the spint and the virtues, as well as the blood, of old champions 
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and martyrs of freedom. To those men I propose to attach myself. 
Delusion may triumph : but the triumphs of delusion are but for a day. 
We may be defeated : but our principles will only gather fresh strength 
from defeats. Be that, however, as it may, my part is taken. While one 
shred of the old banner is flying, by that banner will I at least be found. 
The good old cause, as Sidney called it on the scaffold, vanquished or 
victorious, insulted or triumphant, the good old cause is still the good 
old cause with me. Whether in or out of Parliament, whether speaking 
with that authority which must always belong to the representative of 
this great and enlightened community, or expressing the humble senti- 
ments of a private citizen, I will to the last maintain inviolate my fidelity 
to principles which, though they may be borne down for a time by sense- 
less clamour, are yet strong with the strength and immortal with the 
immortality of truth, and which, however they may be misunderstood or 
misrepresented by contemporaries, will assuredly find justice from a 
better age. Gentlemen, I have done. I have only to thank you for the 
kind attention with which you have heard me, and to express my hope 
that whether my principles have met with your concurrence or not, the 
frankness with which I have expressed them will at least obtain your 
approbation. 
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A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 
29TH OF January 1840. 

On the twenty-eighth of January 1840, Sir John Yarcle Buller moved the following 
resolution : 

“ That Her Majesty’s Government, as at present constituted, does not possess 
the confidence of the House.” 

After a discussion of four nights the motion was rejected by 308 votes to 287. 
The following Speech was made on the second night of the debate. 

The House, Sir, may possibly imagine that I rise under some little feel- 
ing of irritation to reply to the personal reflections which have been 
introduced into the discussion. It would be easy to reply to these reflec- 
tions : it would be still easier to retort them : but I should think either 
course unworthy of me and of this great occasion. If ever I should so 
far forget myself as to wander from the subject of debate to matters con- 
cerning only myself, it will not, I hope, be at a time when the dearest 
interests of our country are staked on the result of our deliberations. I 
rise under feelings of anxiety which leave no room in my mind for selfish 
vanity or petty vindictiveness. I l>elieve with the most intense conviction 
that, in pleading for the Government to which I belong, 1 am pleading 
for the safety of the Commonwealth, for the reformation of abuses, and 
at the same time for the preservation of august and venerable institutions : 
and I trust, Mr Speaker, that when the question is whether a (Cabinet be 
or be not worthy of the confidence of Parliament, the first Member of 
that Cabinet who comes forward to defend himself and his colleagues 
will find here some portion of that generosity and good feeling which once 
distinguished English gentlemen. But be this as it may, my voice shall 
be heard, I repeat, that I am pleading at once for the reformation and 
for the preservation of our institutions, for liberty and order, for justice 
administered in mercy, for equal laws, for the rights of conscience, and 
for the real union of Great Britain and Ireland. If, on so grave an occa- 
sion, I should advert to one or two of the charges which have been 
brought against myself personally, I shall do so only because I conceive 
that those charges affect in some degree the character of the Government 
to which I belong. 

One of the chief accusations brought against the Government by the 
honourable Baronet* who opened the debate, and repeated by the 
seconder,t and by almost every gentleman who has addressed the House 
from the benches opposite, is that I have been invited to take office 
though my opinion with respect to the Ballot is known to be different 
from that of my colleagues. We have been repeatedly told that a Ministry 
in which there is not perfect unanimity on a subject so important must 
be undeserving of the public confidence. Now, Sir, it is true that I am 
in favour of .secret voting, that my noble and right honourable friends near 
me are in favour of open voting, and yet that we sit in the same Cabinet 

* Sir John Yarde Buller. t Alderman Thomfwon. 
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But if, on account of this difference of opinion, the Govemraent is un- 
worthy of public confidence, then I am sure that scarcely any government 
which has existed within the memory of the oldest man has been deserv- 
ing of public confidence. It is well known that in the Cabinets of Mr 
Pitt, of Mr Fox, of Lord Liverpool, of Mr Canning, of the Duke of 
Wellington, there were open questions of great moment. Mr Pitt, 
while still zealous for parliamentary reform, brought into the Cabinet 
Lord Grenville, who was adverse to parliamentary reform. Again, Mr 
Pitt, while eloquently supporting the abolition of the Slave Trade, brought 
into the Cabinet Mr Dundas, who was the chief defender of the Slave 
Trade. Mr Fox, too, intense as was his abhorrence of the Slave Trade, 
sat in the same Cabinet with Lord Sidmouth and Mr Windham, who voted 
to the last against the abolition of that trade, l^ord Liverpool, Mr Can- 
ning, the Duke of Wellington, all left the question of Catholic Enianci- 
pation open. And yet, of all questions, that was perhaps the very last 
that should have been left open. For it ivas not merely a legislative 
question, but a question which affected every part of the executive ad- 
ministration. But, to come to the present time, suppose that you could 
carry your resolution, suppose that you could drive the present Ministers 
from power, who that may succeed them will be able to form a govern- 
ment in which there will be no open questions ? Can the right honourable 
Baronet the member for Tamworth* form a Cabinet without leaving the 
great question of our privileges open ? In what respect is that question 
kss important than the question of the Ballot ? Is it not indeed from the 
privileges of the House that all questions relating to the constitution of 
the House derive their importance ? What does it matter how we are 
chosen, if, when we meet, we do not possess the powers necessary to 
enable us to perform the functions of a legislative assembly? Yet you 
who would turn out the present Ministers because they differ from each 
other as to the way in which Members of this House should be chosen, 
wish to bring in men who decidedly differ from each other as to the rela* 
lion in which this House stands to the nation, to the other House, and to 
the Courts of Judicature. Will you say that the dispute between the 
House and the Court of Queen^s Bench is a trifling dispute ? Surely, in 
the late debates, you were all perfectly agreed as to the importance 
of the question, though you were agreed as to nothing else. Some 
of you told us that we were contending for a power essential to our 
honour and usefulness. Many of you protested against our proceedings, 
and declared that we were encroaching on the province of the tribunals, 
violating the liberty of our fellow citizens, punishing honest magistrates 
for not perjuring themselves. Are these trifles ? And can we believe 
that you really feel a horror of o]:)en questions when we see your Prime 
Minister elect sending people to prison overnight, and his law officers 
elect respectfully attending the levee of those prisoners the next morning? 
Observe, too, that this question of privileges is not merely important ; it 
is also pressing. Something must be done, and that speedily. My belief 
is that more inconvenience would follow from leaving that question open 
one month than from leaving the question of the Ballot open ten years. 

The Ballot, Sir, is not the only subject on which I am accused of 
holding dangerous opinions. The right honourable Baronet the Member 
for Pembrokef pronbuncp the presenf Government ft Chartist Govern- 
nicnt 5 and he proves hi* point by saying that I am a member of the 

♦ Sir Peel t Sir James Graham* 
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government, and that I vi^ish to give the elective franchise to every ten 
pound householder, whether his house be in a town or in the country. 
Is it possible, Sir, that the honourable Baronet should not know that the 
fundamental principle of the plan of government called the People^s 
Charter is that every male of twenty-one should have a vote? Or is it 
possible that he can see no difference between giving the franchise to all ten 
pound householders, and giving the franchise to all males of twenty-one ? 
Does he think the ten pound householders a class morally or intellectually 
unfit to possess the franchise, he who bore a chief part in framing the law 
wliich gave them the franchise in all the represented towns of the United 
Kingdom ? Or will he say that the ten pound householder in a town is mor- 
ally and intellectually fit to bean elector, but that the ten pound householder 
who lives in the open country is morally and intellectually unfit? Is not 
house-rent notoriously higher in towns than in the country ? Is it not, there- 
fore, probable that the occupant of a ten pound house in a rural hamlet 
will be a man who has a greater stake in the peace and welfare of society 
than a man who has a ten pound house in Manchester or Birmingham ? 
Can you defend on conservative principles an arrangement which gives 
votes to a poorer class and withholds them from a richer? For my own 
part, I believe it to be essential to the welfare of the state, that the elector 
should have a pecuniary qualification. I believe that the ten pound 
qualification cannot be proved to be either too high or too low. Changes, 
which may hereafter take place in the value of money and in the condition 
of the people, may make a change of the qualification necessary. But 
the ten pound qualification is, I believe, well suited to the present state 
of things. At any rate, I am unable to conceive why it should be a 
sufficient qualification within the limits of a borough, and an insufficient 
qualification a yard beyond those limits; sufficient at Knightsbridge, 
but insufficient at Kensington ; sufficient at Lambeth, but insufficient at 
Battersea ? If any person calls this Chartism, he must permit me to tell 
him that he does not know what Chartism is. 

A motion. Sir, such as that which we are considering, brings under our 
review the whole policy of the kingdom, domestic, foreign, and colonial. 
It is not strange, therefore, that there should have been several episodes 
in this debate. Something has been said about the hostilities on the 
River Plata, something about the hostilities on the coast of China, some- 
thing about Commissioner Lin, something about Captain Elliot. But on 
such points I shall not dwell, for it is evidently not by the opinion which 
the House may entertain on such points that the event of the debate will 
be decided. The main argument of the gentlemen who support the 
motion, the argument on which the right honourable Baronet who opened 
the debate chiefly relied, the argument which his seconder repeated, and 
which has formed the substance of every speech since delivered from the 
opposite side of the House, maybe fairly summed up thus, ** The country 
is not in a satisfactory state. There is much recklessness, much turbulence, 
much craving for pfblitical change ; and the cause of these evils is the policy 
of the Whigs. They rose to power by agitation in 1830; they retairied 
power by means of agitation through the tempestuous months which 
followed : they carried the Reform Bill by means of agitation : expelled 
from office, they forced themselves in a^^ain by means of agitation ; and 
now we are paying the penalty of their misconduct. Chartism is the 
natural offspring of Whiggism. From those who caused the evil we 
cannot expect the remedy. The first thing to be done is to dismiss them, 
and to call to power men who, not having instigated the people to commit 
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excesses, can, without incurring the charge of inconsistency, enforce the 
laws.” 

Now, Sir, it seems to me that this argument was completely refuted by 
the able and eloquent speech of my right honourable friend the Judge 
Advocate.* He said, and he said most truly, that those who hold this 
language are really accusing, not the Government of Lord Melbourne, 
but the Government of Lord Grey. I was therefore, I must say, surprised, 
after the si^eech of my right honourable friend, to hear the right honour- 
able Baronet the Member for Pembroke, himself a distinguished member 
of the cabinet of Lord Grey, pronounce a harangue against agitation. 
That he was himself an agitator he does not venture to deny ; but he tries 
to excuse himself by saying, “I liked the Reform Bill ; I thought it a 
good bill ; and so I agitated for it ; and, in agitating for it, I acknowledge 
that I went to the very utmost limit of what was prudent, to the very 
utmost limit of what was legal.” Does not the right honourable Baronet 
perceive that, by setting up this defence for his own past conduct, he 
admits that agitation is good or evil, according as the objects of the 
agitation are good or evil? When I hear him speak of agitation as 
a practice disgraceful to a public man, and especially to a Minister of 
the Crown, and address his lecture in a particular manner to me, I cannot 
but wonder that he should not perceive that his reproaches, instead of 
wounding me, recoil on himself. I was not a member of the .Cabinet 
which brought in the Reform Bill, which dissolved the Parliament in a 
moment of intense excitement in order to carry the Reform Bill, which 
refused to serve the Sovereign longer unless he would create i->eers in 
sufficient numbers to carry the Reform Bill. I was at that time only one 
of those hundreds of members of this House, one of those millions of 
Englishmen, who were deeply impressed with the conviction that the 
Reform Bill was one of the best laws that ever had been framed, and 
who reposed entire confidence in the abilities, the integrity, and the 
patriotism of the ministers ; and I must add that in no member of the 
administration did I place more confidence than in the right honourable 
Baronet, who was then First Lord of the Admiralty, and in the noble 
lord who was then Secretary for Ireland, t J t was indeed impossible for 
me not to see that the public mind was strongly, was dangerously stirred : 
but I trusted that men so able, men so upright, men who had so large a 
stake in the country, would carry us safe through the storm which they 
had raised. And is it not rather hard that my confidence in the right 
honourable Baronet and the noble lord is to be imputed to me as a crime 
by the very men who are trying to raise the right honourable Baronet 
and the noble lord to power ? The Charter, we have been told in this 
debate, is the child of the Reform Bill. But whose child is the Reform 
Bill ? If men are to be deemed unfit for office because they roused the 
national spirit to support that bill, because they went as far as the law 
permitted in order to carry that bill, then I say that no men can be more 
unfit for office than the right honourable Baronet and the noble lord. It 
may be thought presumptuous* in me to defend two persons who are so 
well able to defend themselves, and the more so, as they have a powerful 
ally in the right honourable Baronet the Member for Tamworth, who, 
having twice offered them high places i§ the Government, must be sup- 
posed to be of opinion that they are not disqualified for being ministers 
by having been agitators. I will, however, venture to offer some argu- 

* Sir George Grey. 
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ments in vindication of the conduct of my noble and right honourable 
friends, as I once called them, and as, notwithstanding the asperity which 
has characterised the present debate, I should still have pleasure in call- 
ing them. I would say in their behalf that agitation ought not to be 
indiscriminately condemned ; that great abuses ought to be removed j 
that in this country scarcely any great abuse was ever removed till the 
public feeling had been roused against it ; and that the public feeling has 
seldom been roused against abuses without exertions to which the name 
of agitation may be given. I altogether deny the assertion which we 
have repeatedly heard in the course of this debate, that a government 
which does not discountenance agitation cannot be trusted to suppress re- 
bellion. Agitation and rebellion, you say, are in kind the same thing : they 
differ only in degree. Sir, they are the same thing in the sense in which 
to breathe a vein and to cut a throat are the same thing. There are 
many points of resemblance between the act of the surgeon and the act 
of the assassin. In both there is the steel, the incision, the smart, the 
bloodshed. But the acts differ as widely as possible both in moral character 
and in physical effect. So with agitation and rebellion. I do not believe 
that there has been any moment since the revolution of 1688 at which an 
insurrection in this country would have been justifiable. On the other hand, 
1 hold that we have owed to agitation a long series of beneficent reforms 
which could have been effected in no other way. Nor do I understand how 
any person can reprobate agitation, merely as agitation, unless he is pre- 
pared to adopt the maxim of Bishop Horsley, that the people have nothing 
to do with the laws but to obey them. The tmth is that agitation is insepa- 
rable from popular government. If you wish to get rid of imitation, you 
must establish an oligarchy like that of Venice, or a despotism like that 
of Russia. If a Russian thinks that he is able to suggest an improve- 
ment in the commercial code or the criminal code of his country, he 
tries to obtain an audience of the Emperor Nicholas or of Count Nessel- 
rode. If he can satisfy them that his plans are good, then undoubtedly, 
without agitation, without controversy in newspapers, without harangues 
from hustings, without clamorous meetings in great halls and in market- 
places, without petitions signed by tens of thousands, you may have a 
reform effected with one stroke of the pen. Not so here. Here the 
people, as electors, have power to decide questions of the highest import- 
ance. And ought they not to hear and read before they decide ? And 
how can they hear if nobody speaks, or read if nobody writes ? You 
must admit, then, that it is our right, and that it may be our duty, to 
attempt by speaking and writing to induce the great body of our country- 
men to pronounce what we think a right decision ; and what else is agi- 
tation ? In saying this I am not defending one party alone. Has there 
been no Tory agitation? No agitation against Popery? No agitation 
against the new Poor Law? No agitation against the plan of education 
framed by the present Government ? Or, to pass from questions about 
which we differ to questions about which we all agree : Would the slave 
trade ever have been abolished without agitation? Would slavery ever 
have been abolished without agitation ? Would your prison discipline 
ever have been improved without agitation? Would your penal code, 
once the scandal of the Statute Book, have been mitigated without agita- 
tion? I am far from denying that agitation may be abused, may be em- 
ployed for bad ends, may be carried to unjustifiable lengths. So may 
that freedom of speech which is one of the most precious privileges of 
this House, Indeed, the analogy is very close. What is agitation but 
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the mode in which the public, the body which we repiresent, the great 
outer assembly, if I may so speak, holds its debates? It is as necessary 
to the good government of the country that our constituents should debate 
as that we should debate. They sometimes go wrong, as we sometimes 
go wrong. There is often much exaggeration, much unfairness, much 
acrimony in their debates. Is there none in ours? Some worthless 
demago^es may have exhorted the people to resist the laws. But what 
mem&r of Lord Grey’s Government, what member of the present Gov- 
ernment, ever gave any countenance to any illegal proceedings? It is 
perfectly true that some words which have been uttered here and in other 
places, and which, when taken together with the context and candidly 
construed, will appear to mean nothing but what was reasonable and con- 
stitutional and moderate, have been distorted and mutilated into some- 
thing that has a seditious aspect. But who is secure against such misrepre- 
sentation? Not, I am sure, the right honourable Baronet the Member 
for Pembroke. He ought to remember that his own speeches have been 
used by bad men for bad ends. He ought to remember that some ex- 
pressions which he used in 1830, on the subject of the emoluments divided 
among Privy Councillors, have been quoted by the Chartists in vindica- 
tion of their excesses. Do I blame him for this ? Not at all. He said 
nothing that was not justifiable. But it is impossible for a man so to 
guard his lips that his language shall not sometimes be misunderstood 
by dull men, and sometimes misrepresented by dishonest men. I do 
not, I say, blame him for having used those expressions : but I do say 
that, knowing how his own expressions had been perverted, he should 
have hesitated before he threw upon men, not less attached than himself 
to the cause of law, of order and property, imputations certainly not 
better founded than those to which he is himself liable. 

And now, Sir, to pass by many topics to which, but for the lateness of 
the hour, I would willingly advert, let me remind the House that the 
question before us is not a positive question, but a question of compari- 
son. No man, though he may disapprove of some part of the conduct of 
the present Ministers, is justified in voting for the motion which we are 
considering, unless he believes that a change would, on the whole, be 
beneficial. No government is perfect : but some government there must 
be ; and if the present government were worse than its enemies think it, 
it ought to exist until it can be succeeded by a better. Now I take it to 
be perfectly clear that, in the event of the removal of Her Majesty’s pre- 
sent advisers, an administration must be formed of which the right hon- 
ourable Baronet the Member for Tamworth will be the head. Towards 
that right honourable Baronet, and towards many of the noblemen and 
gentlemen who would probably in that event be assodated with him, I 
entertain none but kind and respectful feelings. I am far, I hope, from 
that narrowness of mind which makes a man unable to see merit in any 
party but his own. If I may venture to parody the old Venetian pro- 
verb, I would be “First an Englishman; and then a Whig.” I feel 
proud of my country when I think how much ability, uprightness, and 
patriotism may be found on both sides of the House. Among our oppo- 
nents stands forth, eminently distinguished by parts, eloquence, know- 
ledge, and, I willingly admit, by public spirit, the right honourable 
Bsuohet the Member for Tamworth. Having said this, I shall offer no 
apology for the remarks which, in the discharge of my public duty, I 
shall make, without, I hope, any personal discourtesy, on his past con- 
duct, and his present position. 
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It has been, Sir, I will not say his fault, but his misfortune, his fate, 
to be the leader of a party with which he has no sympathy. To go back 
to what is now matter of history, the right honourable Baronet bore a 
chief part in the restoration of the currency. By a very large proportion 
of his followers the restoration of the currency is considered as the chief 
cause of the distresses of the country. The right honourable Baronet 
cordially supported the commercial policy of Mr Huskisson. But there 
was no name more odious than that of Mr Huskisson to the rank and 
file of the Tory party. The right honourable Baronet assented to the 
Act which removed the disabilities of the Protestant Dissenters. But, a 
very short time ago, a noble Duke, one of the highest in power and rank 
of the right honourable Baronet’s adherents, positively refused to lend his 
aid to the executing of that Act. The right honourable Baronet brought 
in the bill which removed the disabilities of the Roman Catholics ; but 
his supporters make it a chief article of charge against us that we have 
given practical effect to the law which is his best title to public esteem. 
The right honourable Baronet has declared himself decidedly favourable 
to the new Poor Law. Yet, if a voice is raised against the Whig Bas- 
tilles and the Kings of Somerset House, it is almost certain to be the 
voice of some zealous retainer of the right honourable Baronet. On the 
great question of privilege, the right honourable Baronet has taken a 
part which entitles him to the gratitude of all who are solicitous for the 
honour and the usefulness of the popular branch of the legislature. But 
if any person calls us tyrants, and calls those whom we have imprisoned 
martym, that person is certain to be a partisan of the right honourable 
Baronet. Even when the right honourable Baronet does happen to 
agree with his followers as to a conclusion, he seldom arrives at that con- 
clusion by the same process of reasoning which satisfies them. Many great 
questions which they consider as questions of right and wrong, as questions 
of moral and religious principle, as questions which must, for no earthly 
object, and on no emergency, be compromised, are treated by him merely 
as questions of expediency, of place, and of time. He has opposed many 
bills introduced by the present Government ; but he has opposed them on 
such grounds that he is at perfect liberty to bring in the same bills himself 
next year, with perhaps some slight variation. I listened to him as I 
always listen to him, with pleasure, when he spoke last session on the sub- 
ject of education. I could not but be amused by the skill with which he 
performed the hard task of translating the gibberish of bigots into lan- 
guage which might not misbecome the mouth of a man of sense. I felt 
certain that he despised the prejudices of which he condescended to make 
use, and that his opinion about the Normal Schools and the Douai 
Version entirely agreed with my own. I therefore do not think that, in 
times like these, the right honourable Baronet can conduct the adminis- 
tration with honour to himself or with satisfaction to those who are im- 
patient to see him in office. I will not affect to feel apprehensions from 
which I am entirely free. I do not fear, and I will not pretend to fear, 
that the right honourable Baronet will be a tyrant and a persecutor. I do 
not believe that he will give up Ireland to the tender mercies of those 
zealots who form, I am afraid, the strongest, and I am sure the loudest, 
part of his retinue. I do not believe that he will strike the names of 
Roman Catholics from the Privy Council book, and from the Commissions 
of ^he Peace. I do not believe that he will lay on our table a bill for the 
repeal of that great Act which was introduced by himself in 1829. What 
I do anticipate is this, that he will attempt to keep his party together 
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by means which will excite grave discontents, and yet that he will not 
succeed in keeping his party tc^ether ; that he will lose the support of the 
Tories without obtaining the support of the nation ; and that his govern- 
ment will fall from causes purely internal. 

This, Sir, is not mere conjecture. The drama is not a new one. It 
was peirformed a few years ago on the same stage and by most of the same 
actors. In 1827 the right honourable Baronet was, as now, the head of a 
powerful Tory opposition. He had, as now, the support of a strong 
minority in this House. He had, as now, a majority in the other House. 
He was, as now, the favourite of the Church and of the Universities. 
All who dreaded political change, all who hated religious liberty, rallied 
round him then, as they rally round him now. Their cry was then, as 
now, that a government unfriendly to the civil and ecclesiastical constitu- 
tion of the realm was kept in power by intrigue and court favour, and that 
the right honourable Baronet was the man to whom the nation must look 
to defend its laws against revolutionists, and its religion against idolaters. 
At length that cry became irresistible. Tory animosity had pursuetl the 
most accomplished of Tory statesmen and orators to a resting place in 
Westminster Abbey. The arrangement which was made after nis death 
lasted but a very few months : a Tory government was formed ; and the 
right honourable Baronet became the leading minister of the Crown in 
the House of Commons. His adherents hailed his elevation with clamor- 
ous delight, and confidently expected many years of triumph and dominion. 
Is it necessary to say in what disappointment, in what sorrow, in what fury, 
those expectations ended ? The right honourable Baronet had been raised 
to power by prejudices and passions in which he had no share. His fol- 
lowers were bigots. He was a statesman. He was coolly weighing conve- 
niences against inconveniences, while they were ready to resort to a pro- 
scription and to hazard a civil war rather than depart from what they called 
their principles . For a time he tried to take a middle course. He imagined 
that it might be possible for him to stand well with his old friends, and yet 
to perform some part of his duty to the state. But those were not times 
in which he could long continue to halt between two opinions. His eleva- 
tion, as it had excited the hopes of the oppressors, had excited also the terror 
and the rage of the oppressed. Agitation, which had, during more than a year, 
slumbered in Ireland, awoke with renewed vigour, and soon became more 
formidable than ever. The Roman Catholic Association began to exercise 
authority such as the Irish Parliament, in the days of its independence, had 
never possessed. An agitator became more powerful than the Lord Lieute- 
nant, Violence engendered violence. Every explosion of feeling on one side 
of St George’s Channel was answered by a louder explosion on the other. 
The Clare election, the Penenden Heath meeting showed that the time 
for evasion and delay was past. A crisis had arrived which made it 
absolutely necessary for the Government to take one side or the other. 
A simple issue was proposed to the right honourable Baronet, concession 
or civil war j to disgust his party, or to ruin his country. He chose the 
good part. He performed a duty, deeply painful, in some sense humili- 
ating, yet in truth highly honourable to him. He ca.me down to this 
House and proposed the emancipation of the Roman Catholics. Among 
his adherents were some who, like himself, had opposed the Roman 
Catholic claims merely on the ground Of political expi^iency ; and these 
persons readily consented to support his new policy. But not so the 
great body of his followers. Their zeal for Protestant ascendency was a 
ruling pa^ion, a passion, ^oo, which they thought it a virtue to indulge. 
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They had exerted themselves to raise to power the man whom they 
regarded as the ablest and most trusty champion of that ascendency ; and 
he had not only abandoned the good cause, but had become its adversary. 
Who can forget in what a roar of obloquy their anger burst forth? 
Never before was such a flood of calumny and invective poured on a 
single head. All history, all fiction were ransacked by the old friends of 
the right honourable Baronet, for nicknames and allusions. One right hon- 
ourable gentleman, who I am sorry not to see in his place opposite, found 
English prose too weak to express his indignation, and pursued his per- 
fidious chief with reproaches borrowed from the ravings of the deserted 
Dido. Another Tory explored Holy Writ for parallels, and could find 
no parallel but Judas Iscariot. The great university which had been proud 
to confer on the right honourable Baronet the highest marks of favour, 
was foremost in affixing the brand of infamy. From Cornwall, from 
Northumberland, clergymen came up by hundreds to Oxford, in order to 
vote against him whose presence, a few days before, would have set the 
bells of their parish churches jingling. Nay, such was the violence of 
this new enmity that the old enmity of the Tories to Whigs, Radicals, 
Dissenters, Papists, seemed to be forgotten. That Ministry which, when 
it came into power at the close of 1828, was one of the strongest that the 
country ever saw, was, at the close of 1829, one of the weakest. It 
lingered another year, staggering between two parties, leaning now on 
one, now on the other, reeling sometimes under a blow from the right, 
sometimes under a blow from the left, and certain to fall as soon as the 
Tory opposition and the Whig opposition could find a question on which 
to unite. Such a question was found : and that Ministry fell without a 
struggle. 

Now what I wish to know is this. What reason have we to believe 
that any administration which the right honourable Baronet can now 
form will have a different fate ? Is he changed since 1829 ? Is his party 
changed ? He is, I believe, still the same, still a statesman, moderate in 
opinions, cautious in temper, perfectly free from that fanaticism which 
inflames so many of his supporters. As to his party, I admit that it 
is not the same ; for it is very much worse. It is decidedly fiercer and 
more unreasonable than it was eleven years ago. I judge by its public 
meetings ; I judge by its journals ; I judge by its pulpits, pulpits which 
every week resound with ribaldry and slander such as would disgrace the 
hustings. A change has come over the spirit of a part, I hoj^ not the 
larger part, of the Tory body. It was once the glory of the Tories that, 
through all changes of fortune, they were animated by a steady and 
fervent loyalty which made even error respectable, and gave to what 
might otherwise have been called servility something of the manliness and 
nobleness of freedom. A great Tory poet, whose eminent services to the 
cause of monarchy had been ill requited by an ungrateful Court, boasted 
that 

“ Loyalty is still the same. 

Whether it win or lose the game ; 

True as the dial to the sun, 

Although it be not shined upon.” 

Toryism has now changed its character. We have lived to see a monster 
of a faction made up of the worst parts of the Cavalier and the worst 
parts of the Roundhead. We have lived to see a race of disloyal Tories, 
We have lived to see Tories giving themselves the airs of those insolent 
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who puffed out their tobacco smoke in the face of Charles the 
First. We have lived to see Tories who, because they are not allowed to 
giind the people after the fashion of Strafford, turn round and revile the 
Soverei^ in the style of Hugh Peters. I say, therefore, that, while the 
leader is still what he was eleven years ago, when his moderation alienated 
his intemperate followers, his followers are more intemperate than ever. 
It is my firm belief that the majority of them desire the repeal of the 
Emancipation Act You say, no. But I will give reasons, and un- 
answerable reasons, for what I say. How, if you really wish to maintain 
the Emancipation Act, do you explain that clamour which you have 
raised, and which has resounded through the whole kingdom, about the 
three Popish Privy Councillors ? You resent, as a calumny, the imputa- 
tion that you wish to repeal the Emancipation Act ; and yet you cry out 
that Church and State are in danger of ruin whenever the Government 
carries that Act into effect. If the Emancipation Act is never to be 
executed, why should it not be repealed ? I perfectly understand that an 
honest man may wish it to be repealed. But I am at a loss to understand 
how honest men can say, ** We wish the Emancipation Act to be main- 
tained ; you who accuse us of wishing to repeal it slander us foully : we 
value it as much as you do. Let it remain among our statutes, provided 
always that it remains as a dead letter. If you dare to put it in force, 
indeed, we will agitate against you ; for, though we talk against agitation, 
we too can practise agitation : we will denounce you in our associations ; 
for, though we call associations unconstitutional, we too have our associa- 
tions : our divines shall preach about Jezebel : our tavern spouters shall 
give significant hints about James the Second.” Yes, Sir, such hints have 
been given, hints that a sovereign who has merely executed the law, ought 
to be treated like a sovereign who grossly violated the law. I perfectly 
understand, as I said, that an honest man may disapprove of the Emanci- 
pation Act, and may wish it repealed. But can any man, who is of 
opinion that Roman Catholics ought to be admitted to office, honestly 
maintain that they now enjoy more than their fair share of power and 
emolument ? What is the proportion of Roman Catholics to the whole 
population of the United Kingdom ? About one-fourth. What propor- 
tion of the Privy Councillors are Roman Catholics ? About one-seventieth. 
And what, after all, is the power of a Privy Councillor, merely as such ? 
Are not the right honourable gentlemen opposite Privy Councillors ? If 
a change should take place, will not the present Ministers still be Privy 
Cottnculors ? It is notorious that no Privy Coimcillor goes to Council 
unless he is specially summo,ned. He is called Right Honourable, and he 
walks out of a room before Esquires and Knights. And can we seriously 
brieve that men who think it monstrous that this honorary distinction 
^buld be given to three Roman Catholics, do sincerely desire to main- 
tain a Inw by which a Roman Catholic may be Commander in Chief with 
all the military patronage, First Lord of the Admiralty with all the naval 
patronage, or First Lord of the Treasury, with the chief influence in every 
department of the Government. I must therefore suppose that those who 
join in the cry against the three Privy Councillors, are either imbecile or 
hostile to the Emancipation Act, 

I repeat, therefore, that, while the right honourable Baronet is as free 
from bigotry as he ws^ eleven years ago, his party is morfe bigoted than it 
was eleven years ago. The difl^ulty of governing Ireland in opposition to 
^ feelings of the great body of the Irish people is, I apprehend, as great 
COW as it was eleven years ago. What then must be the fate of a govern- 
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ment formed by the right honourable Baronet? Suppose that the event 
of this debate should make him Prime Minister ? Should I be wrong 
if I were to prcmhesy that three yearn hence he will be more hated and 
vilified by the Tory party than the present advisers of the Crown have 
been ? Should I be wrong if I were to say that all those literary organs 
which now deafen us with praise of him, will then deafen us with abuse 
of him ? Should I be wrong if I were to say that he will be burned in 
effigy by those who now drink his health with three times three and one 
cheer more ? Should I be wrong if I were to say that those very gentle- 
men who have crowded hither to-night in order to vote him into power, 
will crowd hither to vote Lord Melbourne back ? Once already have I 
seen those very persons go out into the lobby for the purpose of driving the 
right honourable Baronet from the high situation to which they had them- 
selves exalted him. I went out with them myself ; yes, with the whole 
body of the Tory country gentlemen, with the whole body of high Church- 
men. All the four University Members were with us. The effect of 
that division was to bring Lord Grey, Lord Althorpe, Lord Brougham, 
Lord Durham into power. You may say that the Tories on that occa- 
sion judged ill, that they were blinded by vindictive passion, that if 
".hey had foreseen all that followed they might have acted differently. 
Perhaps so. But what has been once may be again. I cannot think it 
possible that those who are now supporting the right honourable 
Baronet will continue from personal attachment to support him if they 
see that his policy is in essentials the same as Lord Melbourne’s. I 
l)elieve that they have quite as much personal attachment to Lord Mel- 
bourne as to the right honourable Baronet. They follow the right honour- 
able Baronet because his abilities, his eloquence, his experience are 
necessary to them ; but they are but half reconciled to him. They never 
can forget that, in the most important crisis of his public life, he 
delil)erately chose rather to be the victim of their injustice than its in- 
strument. It is idle to suppose that they will be satisfied by seeing a new 
set of men in power. Their maxim is most tmly “ Measures, not men.” 
They care not l^fore whom the sword of state is borne at Dublin, or who 
wears the badge of St Patrick. What they abhor is not Lord Normanby 
personally or Lord Ebrington personally, but the great principles in con- 
formity with which Ireland has been governed by Lord Normanby and 
by I.ord Ebrington, the principles of justice, humanity, and religious 
freedom. What they wish to have in Ireland is not my Lord Hadding- 
ton, or any other viceroy whom the right honourable Baronet may select, 
but the tyranny of race over race, and of creed over creed. Give them 
what they want ; and you convulse the empire. Refuse them ; and you 
dissolve the Tory party. I believe that the right honourable Baronet 
himself is by no means without apprehensions that, if he were now 
called to the head of affairs, he would, very speedily, have the dilemma 
of 1829 again before him. He certainly was not without such apprehen- 
sions when, a few months ago, he was commanded by Her Majesty to 
submit to her the plan of an administration. The aspect of public affaii-s 
was not at that time cheering. The Chartists were stirring in England. 
There were troubles in Canada, There wei-e great discontents in the West 
Indies. An expedition, of which the event was still doubtful, had been 
sent into the heart of Asia. Yet, among many causes of anxiety, the 
discerning eye of the right honourable Baronet easily discerned the 
quarter where the great and immediate danger lay. He told the House 
Uiat his difficulty would be Ireland. Now, Sir, that which would be the 
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difficulty of his administration is the strength of the present administra- 
tion. ller Majesty’s Ministers enjoy the confidence of Ireland ; and I 
believe that what ought to be done for that country will excite less dis- 
content here if done by them than if done by him. He, I am afraid, 
great as his abilities are, and good as I willingly admit bis intentions to 
be, would find it easy to lose the confidence of his partisans, but bard 
indeed to , win the confidence of the Irish people. 

It is indeed principally on account of Ireland that I feel solicitous 
about the issue of the present debate. I well know how little chance he 
who speaks on that theme has of obtaining a fair hearing. Would to 
God tnat I were addressing an audience which would judge this great 
controversy as it is judged by foreign nations, and as it will be judged by 
future ages. The passions which inflame us, the sophisms which delude 
us, will not last for ever. The paroxysms of faction have their appointed 
season. Even the madness of fanaticism is but for a day. The time is 
coming when our conflicts will be to others what the conflicts of our fore- 
fathers are to us ; when the preachers who now disturb the State, and 
the politicians who now make a stalking horse of the Church, will be no 
more than Sacheverel and Harley. Then will be told, in language very 
different from that which now calls forth applause from the mob of 
Exeter Hall, the true story of these troubled years. 

There was, it will then be said, a part of the kingdom of Queen Vic- 
toria which presented a lamentable contrast to the rest ; not from the 
want of natural fruitfulness, for there was no richer soil in Europe ; not 
from want of facilities for trade, for the coasts of this unhappy region 
were indented by bays and estuaries capable of holding all the navies of 
the world ; not because the people were too dull to improve these advan- 
tages or too pusillanimous to defend them ; for in natural quickness of 
wit and gallantry of spirit they ranked high among the nations. But 
all the bounty of nature had been made unavailing by the crimes and 
errors of man. In the twelfth century that fair island was a conquered 
province. The nineteenth century found it a conquered province still. 
During that long interval many great changes had taken place which had 
conduced to the general welfare of the empire ; but tliose changes had 
only aggravated the misery of Ireland. The Reformation came, biinging 
to England and Scotland divine truth and intellectual liberty. To Ireland 
it brought only fresh calamities. Two new war cries, Protestant and 
Catholic, animated the old feud between the Englishry and the Irishry. 
The Revolution came, bringing to England and Scotland civil and 
spiritual freedom, to Ireland subjugation, degradation, persecution. The 
Union came ; but though it joined legislatures, it left hearts as widely 
disjoined as ever. Catholic Emancipation came : but it came too late ; 
it came as a concession made to fear, and, having excited unreasonable 
hopes, was naturally followed by unreasonable disappointment. Then 
came violent irritation, and numerous errors on both sides. Agitation 
produced coercion, and coercion produced fresh agitation. Difficulties and 
dangers went on increasing, till a government arose which, all other 
means having fail^, determined to employ the only means that had not 
yet been fairly tried, justice and mercy. The State, long the stepmother 
of the many, and the mother only of the few, became for the first time 
the common parent of all the great family. The body of the people 
began to look on their rulers as friends. Battalion after battalion, 
squadron after squadron was withdrawn from districts which, as it had 
till then been thought, could be governed by the sword alone. Yet the 
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security of property and the authority of Jaw became every day more 
complete. Symptoms of amendment, symptoms such as cannot be either 
concealed or counterfeited, began to appear ; and those who once 
despaired of the destinies of Ireland began to entertain a confident hope 
that she would at length take among European nations that high place 
to which her natural resources and the intelligence of her children entitle 
her to aspire. 

In words such as these, I am confident, will the next generation speak 
of the events in our time. Relying on the sure justice of history and 
posterity, I care not, as far as I am personally concerned, whether -w'e 
stand or fall. That issue it is for the House to decide. Whether the 
result will be victory or defeat, I know not. But I know that there are 
defeats not less glorious than any victory ; and yet I have shared in some 
glorious victories. Those were proud and happy days ; — some who sit 
on the benches opposite can well remember, and must, I think, regret 
them ; — those were proud and happy days when, amidst the applauses 
and blessings of millions, my noble friend led us on in the great struggle 
for the Reform Bill ; when hundreds waited round our doors till sunrise 
to hear how we had sped ; when the great cities of the north poured forth 
their population on the highways to meet the mails which brought from 
the capital the tidings whether the battle of the people had been lost or 
won. Such days my noble friend cannot hope to see again. Two such 
triumphs would be too much for one life. But perhaps there still awaits 
him a less pleasing, a less exhilarating, but a not less honourable task, the 
task of contending against superior numbers, and through years of dis- 
comfiture, for those civil and religious liberties which are inseparably as- 
sociated with the name of his illustrious house. At his side will not be 
wantingmen who against all odds, and through all turns of fortune, in evil 
days and amidst evil tongues, will defend to the last, with unabated spirit, 
the noble principles of Milton and of Locke. We maybe driven from office. 
We may be doomed to a life of opposition. We may be made marks for 
the rancour of sects which, hating each other with a deadly hatred, yet 
hate toleration still more. We may be exposed to the rage of Laud on 
one side, and of Praise-God-Barebones on the other. But justice w ill be 
done at last : and a portion of the praise which we bestow on the old 
champions and martyrs of freedom will not be refused by future genera- 
tions to the men w’ho have in our days endeavoured to bind together in 
real union races too long estranged, and to efface, by the mild influence 
of a parental government, the fearfiil traces which have been left by the 
misrule of ages. 
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WAR WITH CHINA 


A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the tth 
OF April, 1840. 

On the seventh of April, 1840, Sir James Graham moved the following resolution: 

“That it appears to this House, on consideration of the papers relating to China 
presented to this House by command of Her Majesty, that the interruption in 
our commercial and friendly intercourse with that country, and the hostilities which 
have since taken place, are mainly to be attributed to the want of foresight and 
precaution on the part of Her Majesty’s present advisers, in respect to our relations 
with China, and especially to their neglect to furnish the Superintendent at Canton 
with powers and instructions calculated to provide against the growing evils con- 
nected with the contraband trade in opium, and adapted to the novel and difficult 
situation in which the Superintendent was placed.” 

As soon as the question had been put from the Chair the following Speech was 
made. 

The motion was rejected, after a debate of three nights, by 271 votes to 261. 

Mr Speaker, — If the right honourable Baronet, in rising to make an 
attack on the Government, was forced to own that he was unnerved and 
overpowered by his sense of the importance of the question with which 
he had to deal, one who rises to repel that attack may, without any shame, 
confess that he feels similar emotions. And yet I must say that the anxiety, 
the natural and becoming anxiety, with which Her Majesty’s Ministers have 
awaited the judgment of the House on these papers, was not a little allayed 
by the terms of the right honourable Baronet’s motion, and has been still 
more allayed by his speech. It was impossible for us to doubt either hii, 
inclination or his ability to detect and to expose any fault which we might 
have committed, and we may well congratulate ourselves on finding that, 
after the closest examination into a long series of transactions, so extensive, 
so complicated, and, in some respects, so disastrous, so keen an assailant 
could produce only so futile an accusation. 

In the first place. Sir, the resolution which the right honourable Baronet 
has moved relates entirely to events which took place before the rupture 
with the Chinese Government. That nipture took place in March, 1839. 
The right honourable Baronet therefore does not propose to pass any 
censure on any step which has been taken by the Goveniment within the 
last thirteen montns ; and it will, I think, be generally admitted, that 
when he abstains from censuring the proceedings of the Government, it 
is because the most unfriendly scrutiny can find nothing in those proceed- 
ings to censure. We by no means deny that he has a perfect right to 
propose a vote expressing disapprobation of what was oone in 1837 or 
1838. At the same time, we cannot but be gratified by learning that he 
approves of our present policy, and of the measures which we have taken, 
smee the rupture, for the vindication of the national honour and for the 
protection of the national interests. 

It is also to be observed that the right honourable Baronet has not 
ventuied, either in his motion or in his speech, to charge Her Majesty^s 
Mfotslers with any unwise or uniust act, with any act tending to lower 
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the character of England, or to give cause of offence to China. The only 
sins which he imputes to them are sins of omission. His compla^pt is 
merely that they did not foresee the course which events would take at 
Canton, and that consequently they did not send sufBcient instructions to 
the British resident who was stationed there. Now it is evident that 
such an accusation is of all accusations that which requires the fullest 
and most distinct proof ; for it is of all accusations that which it is easiest 
to make and hardest to refute* A man charged with a culpable act 
which he has not committed has comparatively little difficulty in proving 
his innocence. But when the charge is merely this, that he has not, in a 
long and intricate series of transactions, done all that it would have been 
wise to do, how is he to vindicate himself? And the case which we are 
considering has this peculiarity, that the envoy to whom the Ministers 
are said to have left too large a discretion was fifteen thousand miles 
from them. The charge against them therefore is this, that they did not 
give such copious and particular directions as were sufficient, in every 
possible emergency, for the guidance of a functionary, who was fifteen 
thousand miles off. Now, Sir, I am ready to admit that, if the papers 
on our table related to important negotiations with a neighbouring state, 
if they related, for example, to a negotiation carried on with France, my 
noble friend the Secretary for Foreign Affairs* might well have l)een 
blamed for sending instructions so meagre and so vague to our ambassa- 
dor at Paris. For my noble friend knows to-night what passed between 
our ambassador at Paris and the French Ministers yesterday ; and a mes- 
senger despatched to-night from Downing Street will be at the Embassy 
in the Faubourg Saint Honors the day after to-morrow. But that con- 
stant and minute control, which the Foreign Secretary is bound to exercise 
over diplomatic agents who are near, becomes an useless and pernicious 
meddling when exercised over agents who are separated from him by a 
voyage of five months. There are on both sides of the House gentlemen 
conversant with the affairs of India, 1 appeal to those gentlemen. India 
is nearer to us than China. India is far better known to us than China. 
Yet is it not universally acknowledged that India can be governed only 
in India ? The authorities at home point out to a governor the general 
line of policy which they wish him to follow ; but they do not send him 
directions as to the details of his administration. How indeed is it possible 
that they should send him such directions ? Consider in what a state the 
affairs of this country would be if they were to be conducted according 
to directions framed by the ablest statesman residing in Bengal. A 
despatch goes hence asking for instructions while London is illuminating 
for the peace of Amiens. The instmctions arrive when the French 
army is encamped at Boulogne, and when the whole island is up 
in arms to repel invasion. A despatch is written asking for instruc- 
tions when Bonaparte is at Elba. The instmctions come when he is at 
the Tullleries. A despatch is written asking for instmctions when he is 
at the Tuilleries. The instructions come when he is at St Helena. It 
would be just as impossible to govern India in London as to govern 
England at Calcutta. While letters are preparing here on the supposi- 
tion that there is profound peace in the Carnatic, Hyder is at the gates of 
Fort St George. While letters are preparing here on the supposition that 
traie is flouri^ing and that the revenue exceeds the expenditure, the 
c^ps ^ye failed, great agency houses have broken, and the government 

Lord Palxnenton. 
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U negotiating a loan on hard terms. It is notorious that the great men 
who- founded and preserved our Indian empire, Clive and Warren 
Hastings, treated all particular orders which they received from home as 
mere waste paper. Had not those great men had the sense and spirit so 
to treat such orders, we should not now have had an Indian empire. But 
the case of China is far stronger. For, though a person who is now 
writing a despatch to Fort William in Leadenhall Street or Cannon Row, 
cannot know what events have happened in India within the last two 
months, he may be very intimately acquainted with the general state of 
that country, with its wants, with its resources, with the habits and temper 
of the native population, and with the character of every prince and 
minister from Nepaul to Tanjore. But what does anybody here know of 
China? Even those Europeans who have been in that empire are almost 
as ignorant of it as the rest of us. Everything is covered by a veil, 
through which a glimpse of what is within may occasionally be caught, a 
glimpse just sufficient to set the imagination at work, and more likely to 
mislead than to inform. The right honourable Baronet has told us that 
an Englishman at Canton sees about as much of China as a foreigner who 
should land at Wapping and proceed no further would see of England. 
Certainly the sights and sounds of Wapping would give a foreigner but a 
very imperiect notion of our Government, of our manufactures, of our 
^riculture, of the state of learning and the arts among us. And yet the 
illustration is but a faint one. For a foreigner may, without seeing even 
Wapping, without visiting England at all, study our literature, and may 
thence form a vivid and correct idea of our institutions and manners. But 
the literature of China affords us no such help. Obstacles unparalleled in 
any other country which has books must be surmounted by the student 
who is determined to master the Chinese tongue. To learn to read is the 
business of half a life. It is easier to become such a linguist as Sir William 
Jones was than to become a good Chinese scholar. You may count upon 
your fingers the Europeans whose industry and genius, even when stimu- 
lated by the most fervent religious zeal, has triumphed over the difficulties 
of a language without an alphabet. Here then is a country separated 
from us physically by half the globe, separated from us still more effect- 
ually by the barriers which the most jealous of all governments and the 
hardest' of all languages oppose to the researches of strangers. Is it then 
reasonable to blame my noble friend because he has not sent to our 
envoys in such a country as this instructions as full and precise as it would 
have been his duty to send to a minister at Brussels or at the Hague ? The 
right honoumble fearonet who comes forward as the accuser on this occa- 
sion is really accusing himself. He was a member of the Government of 
Lord Grey. He was himself concerned in framing the first instructions 
which were given by my noble friend to our first Superintendent at Canton. 
For those instructions the right honourable Baronet frankly admits that he 
is hiihselit responsible. Are those instructions then very copious and 
minute ? Not at all. They merely lay down general principles. The Re- 
sident, for example, is enjoined to respect national usages, and to avoid 
whatever xoay shock the prejudices of the Chinese ; but no orders are given 
him as to itxatters of detail. In 1834 my noble friend quitted the Foreign 
Office, and the Duke of Wellington weat to it. Did the Duke of Wel- 
lington send out those C^ious and exact directions with which, according 
to the right honourable Baronet, the Goveminent Is bound to fumii^ its 
agent in China? No, $ir ; the Duke of Wcllin^on, grown old in the 
conduct of great affairs, knows better than anybo^ that a man of very 
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ordinary ability at Canton is likely to be a better judge of what ought to 
be done on an emergency arising at Canton than the greatest politician 
at Westminster can possibly be. His Grace, therefore, like a wise man 
as he is, wrote only one letter to the Superintendent, and in that letter 
merely referred the Superintendent to tne general directions given by 
Lord Palmerston. And how, Sir, does the right honourable Baronet 
prove that, by persisting in the course which he himself took when in 
office, and whicn the Duke of Wellington took when in office. Her 
Majesty’s present advisers have brought on that rupture which we all 
deplore ? He has read us, from the voluminous papers which are on the 
table, much which has but a very remote connection with the question. 
He has said much about things which happened before the present Ministry 
existed, and much about things which have happened at Canton since the 
rupture ; but very little that is relevant to the issue raised by the resolu- 
tion which he has himself proposed. That issue is simply this, whether 
the mismanagement of the present Ministry produced the nipture. I 
listened to his long and able speech with the greatest attention, and did 
my best to separate that part which had any relation to his motion from 
a great mass of extraneous matter. If my analysis be correct, the charge 
which he brings against the Government consists of four articles. 

The first article is, that the Government omitted to alter that part of the 
original instructions which directed the Superintendent to reside at Canton. 

The second article is, that the Government omitted to alter that part of 
the original instructions which directed the Superintendent to communi- 
cate directly with the representatives of the Emperor, 

The third article is, that the Government omitted to follow the advice 
of the Duke of Wellington, who had left at the Foreign Office a memor- 
andum recommending that a British ship of war should be stationed in the 
China sea. 

The fourth article is, that the Government omitted to authorise and 
empower the Superintendent to put down the contraband trade carried 
on by British subjects with China. 

Such, Sir, are the counts of this indictment. Of these counts, the 
fourth is the only one which will require a lengthened defence. The first 
three may be disposed of in very few words. 

As to the first, the answer is simple. It is tme that the Government 
did not revoke that part of the instructions which directed the Superin- 
tendent to reside at Canton ; an<Lit is true that this part of the instructions 
did at one time cause a dispute between the Superintendent and the 
Chinese authorities. But it is equally true that this dispute was accom- 
modated early in 1837 ; that the Chinese Government furnished the 
Superintendent with a passport authorising him to reside at Canton ; 
that, during the two yeai-s which preceded the rupture, the Chinese Go- 
vernment made no objection to his residing at Canton ; and that there is 
not in all this huge blue book one word indicating that the rupture was 
caused, directly or indirectly, by his residing at Canton. On the first 
count, therefore, I am confident that the verdict must be, Not Guilty. 

To the second count we have a similar answer. It is tnie that there 
was a dispute with the authorities of Canton about the mode of com- 
munication. But it is equally true that this dispute was settled by a 
compromise. The Chinese made a concession as to the channel of cotn- 
munition. The Superintendent made a concession as to the form of 
communication. The question had been thus set at rest before the rup- 
ture, and had absolutely nothing to do with the rupture. 
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As to the third charge, I must tell the right honourable Baronet that 
he has altogether misapprehended that memorandum which he so confi- 
dently cites. The Duke of Wellington did not advise the Government 
to station a ship of war constantly in the China seas. The Duke, writing 
in 1835, at a time when the regular course of the trade had been inter- 
rupted, recommended that a ship of war should be stationed near Canton, 
“till the trade should take its regular peaceable course,*’ Those are 
His Grace’s own words. Do they not imply that, when the trade had 
again taken its regular peaceable course, it might be right to remove the 
ship of war ? Well, Sir, the trade, after that memorandum was written, 
did resume its regular peaceable course : that the right honourable 
Baronet himself will admit ; for it is part of his own case that Sir 
George Robinson had succeeded in restoring quiet and security. The third 
charge then is simply this, that the Ministers did not do in a time of per- 
fect tranquillity what the Duke of Wellington thought that it would have 
been right to do in a time of trouble. 

And now, Sir, I come to the fourth charge, the only real charge ; for 
the other three are so futile that I hardly understand how the right 
honourable Baronet should have ventured to bring them forward. The 
fourth charge is, that the Ministers omitted to send to the Superintendent 
orders and powers to suppress the contraband trade, and that this 
omission was the cause of the mpture. 

Now, Sir, let me ask whether it was not notorious, when the right 
honourable Baronet was in office, that British subjects carried on an ex- 
tensive contraband trade with China? Did the right honourable Baronet 
and his colleagues instruct the Superintendent to put down that trade ? 
Never. That trade went on while the Duke of Wellington was at the 
Foreign Office. Did the Duke of Wellington instruct the Superintendent 
to put down that trade ? No, Sir, never. Are then the followers of the 
right honourable Baronet, are the followers of the Duke of Wellington, 
prepared to pass a vote of censure on us for following the example of the 
right honourable Baronet and of the Duke of Wellington? But I am 
understating my case. Since the present Ministers came into office, the 
reasons against sending out such instructions were much stronger than 
when the right honourable Baronet was in office, or when the Duke of 
Wellington was in office. Down to the month of May 1838, my noble 
friend had good grounds for believing that the Chinese Government was 
about to legalise the trade in opium. It is by no means easy to follow 
the windings of Chinese politics. But, it is certain that about four years 
ago the whole question was taken into serious consideration at Pekin. The 
attention of the Emperor was called to the undoubted fact, that the law 
which forbade the trade in opium was a dead letter. That law had been 
intended to guard against two evils, which the Chine.se legislators seem 
to have regarded with equal horror, the importation of a nOxious drug, 
and the exportation of the precious metals. It was found, however, that 
as man^ pounds of opium came in, and that as many pounds of silver went 
out, as if there had been no such law. The only effect of the prohibition was 
that the people learned to think lightly of imperial edicts, ana that no part of 
the great sums expended in the purchase of the forbidden luxury came into 
the imperial treasury. These considerations were set forth in a most lumi- 
nous ^^udicious riate paper, drawn by Tang Tzee, President of the Sacri- 
ficial Ofmees. I am so;^ to hear that this eidkht^ed Minister has been 
tnmed out of office on, account of his liberality: tOf to be turned butot 
I apprebetKih a much more serious mlsfortnhtbaCilii^ in 
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Tang Tzee argued that it was unwise to attempt to exclude opium, for that, 
while millions desired to have it, no law would keep it out, and that the 
manner in which it had long been brought in had produced an injurious 
effect both on the revenues of the state and oif the morals of the 
people. Opposed to Tang Tzee was Tchu Sing, a statesman of a very dif- 
ferent class, of a class which, I am sorry to say, is not confined to China. 
Tchu Sing appears to be one of those staunch conservatives who, when 
they find that a law is inefficient because it is too severe, imagine that 
they can make it efficient by making it more severe still. His historical 
knowledge is much on a par with his legislative wisdom. He seems to 
have paid particular attention to the rise and progress of our Indian 
Empire, and he informs his imperial master that opium is the weapon by 
which England effects her conquests. She had, it seems, persuaded the 
people of Hindostan to smoke and swallow this besotting drug, till they 
became so feeble in body and mind, that they were subjugated without 
difficulty. Some time appears to have elapsed before the Emperor made 
up his mind on the point in dispute between Tang Tzee and Tchu Sing. 
Our Superintendent, Captain Elliot, was of opinion that the decision 
would be in favour of the rational view taken by Tang Tzee ; and such, 
as I can myself attest, was, during part of the year 1837, the opinion of 
the whole mercantile community of Calcutta. Indeed, it was expected 
that every ship which arrived in the Hoogley from Canton would bring 
the news that the opium trade had been declared legal. Nor was it 
known in London till May 1838, that the arguments of Tchu Sing had 
prevailed. Surely, Sir, it would have been most absurd to order Captain 
Elliot to suppress this trade at a time when everybody expected that it 
would soon cease to be contraband. The right honourable Baronet must, 
1 think, himself admit that, till the month of May 1838, the Government 
here omitted nothing that ought to have been done. 

The question before us is therefore reduced to ve^ narrow limits. It 
is merely this ; Ought my noble friend, in May 1838, to have sent out a 
despatch commanding and empowering Captain Elliot to put down the 
opium trade ? I do not think that it would have been right or wise to 
send out such a despatch. Consider, Sir, with what powers it would 
have been necessary to arm the Superintendent. He must have been 
authorised to arrest, to confine, to send across the sea any British subject 
whom he might believe to have been concerned in introducing opium into 
China. I do not deny that, under the Act of Parliament, the Govern- 
ment might have invested him with this dictatorship. But I do say that 
the Government ought not lightly to invest any man with such a dictator- 
ship, and, that if, in consequence of directions sent out by the Govern- 
ment, numerous subjects of Her Majesty had been taken into custody and 
shipped off to Bengal or to England without being permitted to wind up 
their affairs, this House would in all probability have called the Ministers 
to a strict account. Nor do I believe that by sending such directions 
the Government would have averted the rupture which has taken place. 
I will go further. I believe that, if such directions had been sent, we 
should now have been, as we are, at war with China ; and that we 
should have been at war in circumstances singularly dishonourable ^d 
disastrous. 

For, Sir, suppose that the Superintendent bad been authorised a^ com- 
manded' by the Government to put forth an order prohibiting British sub- 
|eUs from trading in opium ; supp<^ that he had put forth such an order ; 

to enfptce it? The right honourabfe Baronet has had too 



IVAI^ WITH CH/HA, 


604 

much experience of public affair*? to imagine that a lucrative trade will be 
suppressed by a sheet of paper and a seal. In England we have a preventive 
service which costs us half a million a year. We employ more than fifty 
cruisers to guard our coasts. We have six thousand effective men whose 
business is to intercept smugglers. And yet everybody knows that every 
article which is much desired, which is easily concealed, and which is 
heavily taxed, is smuggled into our island to a great extent. The quantity of 
brandy which comes in without paying duty is known to be not less than six 
hundred thousand gallons a year. Some people think that the quantity of 
tobacco which is imported clandestinely is as great as the quantity which 
goes through the custom-houses. Be this as it may, there is no doubt 
that the illicit importation is enormous. It has been proved l^efore a 
Committee of this House that not less than four millions of pounds of to- 
bacco have lately been smuggled into Ireland. And all this, observe, has 
been done in spite of the most efficient preventive service that I believe 
ever existed in the world. Consider too that the price of an ounce of 
opium is far, very far higher than the price of a pound of tobacco. 
Knowing this, knowing that the whole power of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons cannot here put a stop to a traffic less easy, and less profitable than 
the traffic in opium, can you believe that an order prohibiting the traffic 
in opium would have been readily obeyed ? Remember by what power- 
ful motives both the buyer and the seller would have been impelled to 
deal with each other. The buyer would have been driven to the seller by 
something little short of torture, by a physical craving as fierce and im- 
patient as any to which our race is subject. For, when stimulants of this 
sort have been long used, they are desired with a rage which resembles the 
rage of hunger. The seller would have been driven to the buyer by the 
hope of vast and rapid gain. And do you imagine that the intense appe- 
tite on one side for what had become a necessary of life, and on the other for 
riches, would have been appeased by a few lines signed Charles Elliot? The 
very utmost effect which it is pos.sible to believe that such an order would 
have produced would have been this, that the opium trade would have left 
Canton, where the dealers were under the eye of the Superintendent, and 
where they would have run some risk of being punished by him, and 
would have spread itself along the coast. If we know anything about the 
Chinese Goveniment, we know this, that its coastguard is neither trusty 
nor efficient ; and we know that a coa.stguard as trusty and as efficient as 
our own would not be able to cut off communication between the mer- 
chant longing for silver and the smoker longing for his pipe. Whole 
fleets of vessels would have managed to land their cargoes along the 
shore. Conflicts would have arisen between our countrymen and the local 
magistrates, who would not, like the authorities of Canton, have had some 
knowledge of Euopean habits and feelings. The mere malum prohibitum 
would, as usual, have produced the mala in se. The unlawful traffic 
would inevitably have led to a crowd of acts, not only unlawful, but im- 
moral The smuggler would, by the almost irresistible force of circum- 
stances, have been turned into a pirate. We know that, even at Canton, 
where the smugglers stand in some awe of the authority of the Superintend- 
ent and of the opinion of an English society which contains many respect- 
able persons, the illicit trade has caused tjnany brawls and outrages. What, 
then, was to be exceed when every captain of a ship laden with opium 
would have been the sole judge of his own conduct ? It is easy to guess 
what would have happened, A boat is sent ashore to fill the water-casks 
and to buy fre^ provimons. The provisions are refused* The aailorB 
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take them by force. Then a well is poisoned. Two or three of the ship’s 
company die in agonies. The crew in a fury land, shoot and stab every 
man whom they meet, and sack and burn a village. Is this improbable? 
Have not similar causes repeatedly produced similar effects ? Do we not 
know that the jealous vigilance with w-hich Spain excluded the ships of 
other nations from her Transatlantic possessions turned men who would 
otherwise have been honest merchant adventurers into buccaneers? 
The same causes which raised up one race of buccaneers in the Gulf of 
Mexico would soon have raised up another in the China Sea. And can 
we doubt what would in that case have been the conduct of the Chinese 
authorities at Canton ? We see that Commissioner Lin has arrested and 
confined men of spotless character, men whom he had not the slightest 
reason to suspect of being engaged in any illicit commerce. He did so on 
the ground that some of their countrymen had violated the revenue laws 
of China. How then would he have acted if he had learned that the red- 
headed devils had not merely been selling opium, but had been fighting, 
plundering, slaying, burning ? Would he not have put forth a proclama- 
tion in his most vituperative style, setting forth that the Outside Barbarians 
had undertaken to stop the contraband trade, but that they had been found 
deceivers, that the Superintendent’s edict was a mere pretence, that there 
was more smuggling than ever, that to the smuggling had been added 
robbery and murder, and that therefore he should detain all men of the guilty 
race as hostages till reparation should be made ? I say, therefore, that, if 
the Ministers had done that which the right honourable Baronet blames 
tliem for not doing, wc should only have reached by a worse way the 
point at which we now are. 

I have now, Sir, gone through the four heads of the charge brought 
against the Government ; and I say with confidence that the interrup- 
tion of our friendly relations with China cannot justly be imputed to 
any one of the omissions mentioned by the right honourable Baronet. 
In truth, if I could feel assured that no gentleman woukl vote for the 
motion without attentively reading it, and considering whether the pro- 
position which it affirms has been made out, I should have no uneasi- 
ness as to the result of this debate. But I know that no member weighs 
the words of a resolution for w'hich he is asked to vote, as he would 
weigh the words of an affidavit which he w as asked to swear. And I 
am aware that some persons, for whose humanity and honesty I enter- 
tain the greatest respect, are inclined to divide w'ith the right honour- 
able Baronet, not because they think that he has proved his case, but 
because they have taken up a notion tliat we are making war for the 
purpose of forcing the Government of China to admit opium into that 
country, and that, therefore, we richly deserve to be censured. Certainly, 
Sir, if we had been guilty of such absurdity and such atrocity as those 
gentlemen impute to us, we should deserve not only censure but condign 
punishment. But the imputation is altogether unfounded. Our course 
was clear. We may doubt indeed whether the Emperor of China judged 
well in listening to Tchu Sing and disgracing Tang Tzee. Wc may 
doubt whether it be a wise policy to exclude altogether from any country 
a drug which is often fatally abused, but which to those w^ho use it rightly 
is one of the most precious boons vouchsafed by Providence to man, power- 
ful to assuage pain, to soothe irritation, and to restore health. We may 
doubt whether it be a wise policy to make laws for the piu'pose of pre- 
venting the precious metals from being exported in the natural course of 
trade. We have learned from all history, and from our own experience, 
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that revenue cutters, custom-house officers, informers, will never keep out 
of any country foreign luxuries of small bulk for which consumers are will- 
ing to pay high prices, and will never prevent gold and silver from going 
abroad in exchange for such luxuries. We cannot believe that what Eng- 
land with her skilfully organised fiscal system and her gigantic marine, 
has never been able to effect, will be accomplished by the junks 
which are at the command of the mandarins of China. But, whatever 
our opinion on these points may be, we are perfectly aware that they 
are points which it belongs not to us but to the Emperor of China to 
decide. He had a perfect right to keep out opium and to keep in silver, 
if he could do so by means consistent with morality and public law. 
If his officers seized a chest of the forbidden drug, we were not entitled 
to complain ; nor did we complain. But when, finding that they could 
not suppress the contraband trade by just means, they resorted to 
means flagrantly unjust, when they imprisoned our innocent country- 
men, when they insulted our Sovereign in the person of her represen- 
tative, then it became our duty to demand satisfaction. Whether the 
opium trade be a pernicious trade is not the question. Take a parallel 
case : take the most execrable crime that ever was called a trade, the Afri- 
can slave trade. You will hardly say that a contraband trade in opium i.s 
more immoral than a contraband trade in negroes. We prohibited slave- 
trading : we made it felony ; we made it piracy ; we invited foreign 
powers to join with us in putting it down ; to some foreign powers we 
paid large sums in order to obtain their co-operation ; we employed our 
naval force to intercept the kidnappers ; and yet it is notorious that, in 
spite of all our exertions and sacrifices, great numbers of slaves were, even 
as late as ten or twelve years ago, introduced from Madagascar into our 
own island of Mauritius. Assuredly it was our right, it was our duty, to 
guard the coasts of that island strictly, to stop slave ships, to bring the 
buyers and sellers to punishment. But suppose, Sir, that a ship under 
French colours was seen skulking near the island, that the Governor was 
fully satisfied from her build, her rigging, and her movements, that she 
was a slaver, and was only waiting for the night to put on shore the 
wretches who were in her hold. Suppose that, not having a sufficient 
naval force to seize this vessel, he were to arrest thirty or forty French 
merchants, most of whom had never been suspected of slave-trading, and 
were to lock them up. Suppose that he were to lay violent hands on 
the French consul. Suppose that the Governor were to threaten to starve 
his prisoners to death unless they produced the proprietor of the slaver. 
Would not the French Government in such a case have a right to demand 
reparation? And, if we refused reparation, would not the French 
Government have a right to exact reparation by arms ? And would it be 
enough for us to say, “ This is a wicked trade, an inhuman trade. Think 
of the misery of the poor creatures who are tom from their homes. Think 
of the horrors of the middle passage. Will you make war in order to 
force us to admit slaves into our colonies?” Surely the answer of the 
French would be, ‘*We are not making war in order to force you to 
admit slaves into the Mauritius. By all means keep them out. By all 
means punish every man, French or English, whom you can convict of 
bringing them in. What we complain oT is that you have confounded the 
innocent with the guilty, and that you have .acted towards the representa- 
tive of our government in a manner inconsistent with the law of nations. 
Do not, in your zeal for one great principle, trample on all the other great 
principles of morality.” Just such are the grounds on which Her Majesty 
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has demanded reparation from China. And was it not time? See, Sir, 
see how rapidly injury has followed injury. The Imperial Commissioner, 
emboldened by the facility with which he had perpetrated the first outrage, 
and utterly ignorant of the relative position of his country and ours in the 
scale of power and civilisation, has risen in his requisitions. He began 
by confiscating property. His next demand was for innocent blood. A 
Chinese had been slain. Careful inquiry was made ; but it was impossible 
to ascertain who was the slayer, or even to what nation the slayer belonged. 
No matter. It was notified to the Superintendent that some subject of 
the Queen, innocent or guilty, must be delivered up to suffer death. The 
Superintendent refused to comply. Then our countrymen at Canton 
were seized. Those who were at Macao were driven thence : not men 
alone, but women with child, babies at the breast. The fugitives begged 
in vain for a morsel of bread. Our Lascars, people of a difierent colour 
from ours, but still our fellow-subjects, were flung into the sea. An 
English gentleman was barbarously mutilated. And was this to be 
borne? I am far from thinking that we ought, in our dealings with such 
a people as the Chinese, to be litigious on points of etiquette. The place 
of our country among the nations of the world is not so mean or so ill 
ascertained that we need resent mere impertinence, which is the effect of 
a very pitiable ignorance. Conscious of superior power, we can bear to 
hear our Sovereign described as a tributary of the Celestial Empire. 
Conscious of superior knowledge we can bear to hear ourselves described 
as savages destitute of every useful art. When our ambassadors were 
required to perform a prostration, which in Europe would have been 
considered as degrading, we were rather amused than irritated. It would 
have been unworthy of us to have recourse to arms on account of an un- 
civil phrase, or of a disjmtc about a ceremony. But this is not a question 
of phrases and ceremonies. The liberties and lives of Englishmen are at 
stake : and it is fit that all nations, civilised and uncivilised, should know 
that, wherever the Englishman may wander, he is followed by the eye 
and guarded by the power of England. 

I was much touched, and so^ 1 dare say, were many other gentlemen, 
by a pa.ssage in one of Captain Elliot’s despatches. I mean that passage 
in which he describes his arrival at the factory in the moment of extreme 
danger. As soon as he landed he was surrounded by his countrymen, all 
in an agoily of distress and despair. The first thing which he did was to 
order the British flag to be brought from his boat and planted in the 
balcony. The sight immediately revived the hearts of those who had a 
minute before given themselves up for lost. It was natural that fhey 
should look up with hope and confidence to that victorious flag. For it 
reminded them that they belonged to a country unaccustomed to defeat, 
to submission, or to shame ; to a country which had exacted such repara- 
tion for the wrongs of her children as had made the ears of all who heard 
of it to tingle ; to a country which had made the Dey of Algiers humble 
himself to the dust before her insulted Consul ; to a country which had 
avenged the victims of the Black Hole on the Field of Plassey ; to a 
CJOuntry which had not degenerated since the Great Protector vowed that 
he would make the name of Englishman as much respected as ever had 
been the name of Roman citizen. They knew that, surrounded as they 
were by enemies, and separated by great oceans and continents from all 
help, not a hair of their heads would be harmed with impunity. On this 
part of the subject I believe that both the great contending parties in this 
House are agreed. I did not detect in the speech of the right honourable 
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Baronet, — and I listened to that speech with the closest attention, — one 
word indicating that he is less disposed than we to insist on fuU satisfac- 
tion for the great wrong which has been done. I cannot believe that the 
House will pass a vote of censure so grossly unjust as that which he has 
moved. But I rejoice to think that, whether we are censured or not, the 
national honour will still be safe. There may be a change of men ; but, 
as respects China, there will be no change of measures, I have done ; 
and have only to express my fervent hope that this most righteous quarrel 
maybe prosecuted to a speedy and triumphant close ; that the brave men 
to whom is intrusted the task of exacting reparation may perform their 
duty in such a manner as to spread, throughout regions in which the 
English name is hardly known, the fame not only of English skill and 
valour, but of English mercy and moderation ; and that the overruling 
care of that gracious Providence which has so often brought good out 
of evil may make the war to which we have been forced the means of 
establishing a durable peace, beneficial alike to the victors and the 
vanquished. 
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A SPEECH 

Deijvered in the House of Commons on the 
5 TH OF February 1841. 

On the twenty-ninth of January 1841, Mr Serjeant Talfourd obtained leave to bring 
in a bill to amend the law of copyright. The object of this bill was to extend 
the term of copyright in a book to sixty years, reckoned from the death of 
the writer. 

On the fifth of February Mr Serjeant Talfourd moved tliat the bill should be 
read a second time. In reply to him the following Speech was made. The bill 
was rejected by 45 votes to 38. 

Though, Sir, it is in some sen.se agreeable to approach a subject with 
which political animosities have nothing to do, I offer myself to your 
notice with some reluctance. It is painful to me to take a course which 
may possibly be misunderstood or misrepresented as unfriendly to the 
interests of literature and literary men. It is painful to me, I will add, 
to oppo.se my honourable and learned friend on a question which he has 
taken up from the purest motives, and which he regards with a parental 
interest. These feelings have hitherto kept me silent when the law of 
copyright has been under discussion. But as I am, on full consideration, 
satisfied that the measure befi>re us will, if adopted, inflict grievous 
injury on the public, without conferring any compensating advantage 
on men of letters, I think it my duty to avow that opinion and to 
defend it. 

The first thing to be done. Sir, is to settle on what principles the ques- 
tion is to be argued. Are we free to legislate for the public good, or are 
we not ? I.S this a question of expediency, or is it a question of right ? 
Many of those who have written and petitioned against the e.xisting state 
of things treat the question as one of right. The law of nature, according 
to them, gives to every man a sacred and indefeasible property in his 
own ideas, in the fruits of his own reason and imagination. The legis- 
lature has indeed the power to take away this properly, just as it has the 
power to pass an act of attainder for cutting off an innocent man’s head 
without a trial. But, as such an act of attainder would be legal murder, 
so would an act invading the right of an author to his copy be, according 
to these gentlemen, legal robbery. 

Now, Sir, if this be so, let justice be done, cost what it may. I am 
not prepared, like my honourable and learned friend, to agree to a com- 
promise between right and expediency, and to commit an injustice for 
the public convenience. But I must say, that his theory soars far beyond 
he reach of my faculties. It is not necessary to go, on the present occa- 
don, into a metaphysical inquiry about the origin of the right of property ; 
and certainly nothing but the strongest necessity would lead me to discuss 
a subject so likely to be distasteful to the House. I agiee, I own, with 
Paley in thinking that property is the creature of the law, and that the 
k w which creates property can be defended*only on this ground, that it 
is a law beneficial to mankind. But it is unnecessary to debate that 
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point. For, even if I believed in a natural right of property, independent 
of utility and anterior to legislation, I should still deny that this right 
could survive the original proprietor. P'ew, I apprehend, even of those 
who have studied in the most mystical and sentimental schools of moral 
philosophy, will be disposed to maintain that there is a natural law of 
succession older and of higher authority than any human code. If there 
be, it is quite certain that^we have abuses to reform much more serious 
than any connected with the question of copyright. For this natural law 
can be only one ; and the modes of succession in the Queen’s dominions 
are twenty. To go no further than England, land generally descends to 
the eldest son. In Kent the sons share and share alike. In many dis- 
tricts the youngest takes the whole. Formerly a portion of a man’s per- 
sonal property was secured to his family ; and it was only of the residue 
that he could dispose by will. Now he can dispose of the whole by will : 
but you limited his power, a few years ago, by enactipg that the will 
should not be valid unless there were two witnesses. If a man dies in- 
testate, his personal property generally goes according to the statute of 
distributions ; but there are local customs which modify that statute. 
Now which of all these systems is conformed to the eternal standard of right? 
Is it primogeniture, or gavelkind, or borough English ? Are wills pu t 
(irvino? Are the two witnesses jttredivino ? Might not the Mrs rattona- 
hilis of our old law have a fair claim to be regarded as of celestial institu- 
tion? Was the statute of distributions enacted in Heaven long before it 
was adopted by Parliament ? Or is it to Custom of York, or to Custom 
of London, that this pre-eminence belongs ? Surely, Sir, even those who 
hold that there is a natuml right of property must admit that rules pre- 
scribing the manner in which the effects of deceased persons shall be 
distributed are purely arbitrary, and originate altogether in the will of the 
legislature. If so. Sir, there is no controversy between my honourable 
and learned friend and myself as to the principles on which this question 
is to be argued. For the existing law gives an author copyright during 
his natural life ; nor do I propose to invade that privilege, w hich I should, 
on the contrary, be prepared to defend strenuously against any assailant. 
The only point in issue between us is, how long after an author’s death 
the State shall recognise a copyright in his representatives and assigns ; 
and it can, I think, hardly be disputed by any rational man that this is 
a point which the legislature is free to determine in the way which may 
appear to be most conducive to the general good. 

We may now, therefore, I think, descend from these high regions, 
whore we are in danger of being lost in the clouds, to firm ground and 
clear light. Let us look at this question like legislators, and after fairly 
balancing conveniences and inconveniences, pronounce between the exist- 
ing law of copyright, and the law now proposed to us. The question of 
copyright, Sir, like most questions of civil prudence, is neither black nor 
white, but grey. The system of copyright has great advantages and 
great disadvantages ; and it is our business to ascertain what these are, 
and then to make an arrangement under which the advantages may be as 
far as pcwsible secured, and the disadvantages as far as possible excluded. 
The cnatg^e which I bring against my honourable and learned friend’s 
bill is thts, that it leaves the advantages nearly what they are at present, 
and increases the disadvantages at least fourfold. 

The advantages arising from a system of copyright are obvious. It is 
desirable that we should have a supply of good books ; we cannot have 
such a supply unless men of letters are liberally remunerated : and the 
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least objectionable way of remunerating them is by means of copyright. 
You cannot depend for literary instruction and amusement on the leisure 
of men occupied in the pursuits of active life. Such men may occa- 
sionally produce compositions of great merit. But you must not look to 
such men for works which require deep meditation and long research. 
Works of that kind you can expect only from persons who make litera- 
ture the business of their lives. Of these persons few will be found 
among the rich and the noble. The rich and the noble are not impelled 
to intellectual exertion by necessity. They may be impelled to intellec- 
tual exertion by the desire of distinguishing themselves, or by the desire 
of benefiting the community. But it is generally within these walls that 
they seek to signalise themselves and to serve their fellow-creatures. 
Both theiip ambition and their public spirit, in a country like this, natu- 
rally take a political turn. It is then on men whose profession is litera- 
ture, and whose private means are not ample, that you must rely for a 
supply of valuable books. Such men must be remunerated for their 
literary labour. And there are only two ways in which they can be 
remunerated. One of those ways is patronage ; the other is copy- 
right. 

There have been times in which men of letters looked, not to the pub- 
lic, but to the government, or to a few great men, for the reward of their 
exertions. It was thus in the time of Mrccenas and Pollio at Rome, of 
the Medici at Florence, of Louis the Fourteenth in France, of Lord 
Halifax and Lord Oxford in this country. Now, Sir, I well know that 
there are cases in which it is fit and graceful, nay, in which it is a sacred 
duty to reward the merits or to relieve the distresses of men of genius by 
the exercise of this species of liberality. But these cases are exceptions. 
I can conceive no system more fatal to the integrity atvl independence of 
literary men than one under which they should be taught to look for 
their daily bread to the favour of ministers and nobles. I can conceive 
no system more certain to turn those minds which are formed by nature 
to be the blessings and ornaments of our species into public scandals 
and pests. 

We have, then, only one resource left. We must betake ourselves to 
copyright, be the inconveniences of copyright what they may. Those 
inconveniences, in truth, are neither few nor small. Copyright is monopoly, 
and produces all the effects which the general voice of mankind attributes 
to monopoly. My honourable and learned friend talks very contemptu- 
ously of those who are led away by the theory that monopoly makes 
things dear. That monopoly makes things dear is certainly a tlieory, as 
all the great tniths which have been established by the experience of all 
ages and nations, and which are taken for granted in all reasonings, may 
be said to be theories. It is a theory in the same sense in which it is a 
theory that day and night follow each other, that lead is heavier than 
water, that bread nourishes, that arsenic poisons, that alcohol intoxicates. 
If, as my honourable and learned friend seems to think, the whole world 
is in the wrong on this point, if the real effect of monopoly is to make 
articles good and cheap, why does he stop short in his career of change ? 
Why does he limit the operation oi so salutary a principle to sixty years ? 
Why does he consent to anything short of a perpetuity ? He told us that 
in consenting to anything short of a perpetuity he was making a com- 
promise between extreme right and expediency. But if his opinion about 
monopoly be correct, extreme right and expediency would coincide. Or 
rather, why should we not restore the monopoly of the East India trade 
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to the East India Company ? Why should we not revive all those old 
monopolies which, in Elizabeth’s reign, galled our fathers so severely that, 
maddened by intolerable wrong, they opposed to their sovereign a resist- 
ance before which her haughty spirit quailed for the first and for the last 
time? Was it the cheapness and excellence of commodities that then so 
violently stirred the indignation of the English people ? I believe. Sir, 
that I may safely take it for granted that the effect of monopoly generally 
is to make articles scarce, to make them dear, and to make them bad. 
And I may with equal safety challenge my honourable friend to find out 
any distinction between copyright and other privileges of the same kind ; 
any reason why a monopoly of books should produce an effect directly 
the reverse of that which was produced by the East India Company’s 
monopoly of tea, or by Lord Essex’s monopoly of sweet win^. Thus, 
then, stands the case. It is good that authors should be remunerated ; 
and the least exceptionable way of remunerating them is by a monopoly. 
Yet monopoly is an evil. For the sake of the good we must submit to 
the evil ; but the evil ought not to last a day longer than is necessary for 
the purpose of securing the good. 

Now, I will not affirm that the existing law is perfect, that it exactly 
hits the point at which the monopoly ought to cease ; but this I con- 
fidently say, that the existing law is very much nearer that point than the 
law proposed by my honourable and learned friend. For consider this ; 
the evil effects of the monopoly are proportioned to the length of its 
duration. But the good effects for the sake of which we bear with the evil 
effects are by no means proportioned to the length of its duration. A 
monopoly of sixty years produces twice as much evil as a monopoly of 
thirty years, and thrice as much evil as a monopoly of twenty years. But 
it is by no means the fact that a posthumous monopoly of sixty years 
gives to an author thrice as much pleasure and thrice as strong a motive 
as a posthumous monopoly of twenty years. On the contrary, the 
difference is so small as to be hardly perceptible. We all know hov; 
faintly we are affected by the prospect of very distant advantages, even 
when they are advantages which we may reasonably hope that we shall 
ourselves enjoy. But an advantage that is to be enjoyed more than half 
a century after we are dead, by somebody, we know not by whom, perhaps 
by somebody unborn, by somebody utterly unconnected with us, is really 
no motive at all to action. It is very probable that in the course of some 
generations land in the unexplored and unmapped heart of the Australasian 
continent will be very valuable. But there is none. of us who would lay down 
five pounds for a whole province in the heart of the Australasian conti- 
nent. We know, that neither we, nor anybody for whom we care, will ever 
receive a farthing of rent from such a province. And a man is very little 
moved by the thought that in the year 2000 or 2100, somebody who 
claims through him will employ more shepherds than Prince Esterhazy, 
and will have the finest house and gallery of pictures at Victoria or 
Sydney. Now, this is the sort of boon which my honourable and learned 
friend holds out to authors. Considered as a boon to them, it is a mere 
nullity ; but considered as an impost on the public, it is no nullity, but a 
very serious and pernicious reality. I will take an example. Dr Johnson 
died fifty-six years ago. If the law were what my honourable and learned 
friend wishes to mAe it, somebody would now have the monopoly of 
Dr Johnson^s works. Who that somebody would be it is impossible to 
say ; but we may venture to guess. I guess, then, that it would have been 
some bookseller, who was the ass^ of another bookseller, who was the 
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f randson of a third bookseller, who had bought the copyright from Black 
rank, the doctor’s servant and residuary legatee, in 1785 or 1786. Now, 
would the knowledge that this copyright would exist in 1841 have been 
a source of gratification to Johnson ? Would it have stimulated his exer- 
tions? Would it have once drawn him out of his bed before noon? 
Would it have once cheered him under a fit of the spleen ? Would it 
have induced him to give us one more allegory, one more life of a poet, 
one more imitation of Juvenal ? I firmly believe not. I firmly believe 
that a hundred years ago, when he was writing our debates for the 
Gentleman’s Magazine, he would very much rather have had twopence to 
buy a plate of shin of beef at a cook’s shop underground. Considered as 
a reward to him, the difference between a twenty years’ and sixty years’ 
term of posthumous copyright would have been nothing or next to 
nothing. Rut is the difference nothing to us ? I can buy Rasselas for 
sixpence ; I might have had to give five shillings for it. I can buy the 
Dictionary, the entire genuine IJictionary, for two guineas, perhaps for 
less ; I might have had to give five or six guineas for it. Do I grudge 
this to a man like Dr Johnson ? Not at all. Shbw me that the prospect 
of this boon roused him to any vigorous effort, or sustained his spirits 
under depressing circumstances, and I am quite willing to pay the price 
of such an object, heavy as that price is. But what I do complain of is 
that my circumstances are to be worse, and Johnson’s none the better ; 
that I am to give five pounds for what to him was not worth a farthing. 

The principle of copyright is this. It is a tax on readers for the pur- 
pose of giving a bounty to writers. The tax is an exceedingly bad one ; 
it is a tax on one of the most innocent and most salutary of human 
pleasures ; and never let us forget, that a tax on innocent pleasures is a 
premium on vicious pleasures. I admit, however, the necessity of giving 
a bounty to genius and learning. In order to give such a bounty, I 
willingly submit even to this severe and burdensome tax. Nay, I am 
ready to increase the tax, if it can be shown that by so doing I should 
proportionally increase the bounty. My complaint is, that my honour- 
and learned friend doubles, triples, quadruples, the tax, and makes 
scarcely any perceptible addition to the bounty. Why, Sir, what is the 
additional amount of taxation which would have been levied on the 
public for Dr Johnson’s works alone, if my honourable and learned 
friend’s bill had been the law of the land ? I have not data sufficient to 
form an opinion. But I am confident that the taxation on his Dictionary 
alone would have amounted to many thousands of pounds. In reckon- 
ing the whole additional sum which the holders of his copyrights would 
have taken out of the pockets of the public during the last half century 
at twenty thousand pounds, I feel satisfied that I very greatly underrate 
it. Now, I again say that I think it but fair that we should pay twenty 
thousand pounds in consideration of twenty thousand pounds’ worth of 
pleasure and encouragement received by Dr Johnson. But I think it very 
hard that we should pay twenty thousand pounds for what he would not 
have valued at five shillings. 

My honourable and learned friend dwells on the claims of the posterity 
of great writers. Undoubtedly, Sir, it would be very pleasing to see a 
descendant of Shakespeare living in opulence on the fmits of his great 
ancestor’s genius. A house maintained in splendour by such a patrimony 
would be a more interesting and striking object than Blenheim is to us, 
or than Strathfieldsaye will be to our children. But, unhappily, it is 
scarcely possible that, under any system, such a thing can come to pass. 
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My honourable and learned friend does not propose that copyright shall 
descend to the eldest son, or shall be bound up by irrevocable entail. It 
is to be merely personal property. It is therefore highly improbable that 
it will descend during sixty years or half that term from parent to 
child. The chance is that more people than one will have an interest 
in it. They will in all probability sell it and divide the proceeds. The 
price which a bookseller will give for it will bear no proportion to the sum 
which he will afterwards draw from the public, if his speculation proves 
successful. He will give little, if anything, more for a term of sixty years 
than for a term of thirty or five and twenty. The present value of a dis- 
tant advantage is always small ; but when there is great room to doubt 
whether a distant advantage will be any advantage at all, the present 
value sink to almost nothing. Such is the inconstancy of me public 
taste that no sensible man will venture to pronounce, with confidence, what 
the sale of any book published in our days will be in the years between 
1890 and 1900. The whole fashion of thinking and writing has often 
undergone a change in a much shorter period than that to which my hon- 
ourable and learned friend would extend posthumous copyright. What 
would have been considered the best literary property in the earlier part 
of Charles the Second’s reign ? I imagine Cowley’s Poems. Overleap 
sixty years, and you are in the generation of which Pope asked, “ Who 
now reads Cowley ? ” What works were ever expected with more impa- 
tience by the public than those of Lord Bolingbroke, which appeared, I 
think, in 1754? In 1814, no bookseller would have thanked you for the 
copyright of them all, if you had offered it to him for nothing. What w'ould 
Paternoster Row give now for the copyright of Hayley’s Triumphs of 
Temper, so much admired within the memory of many people still living ? 

I say, therefore, that, from the very nature of literary property, it will 
almost always pass away from an author’s family ; and I say, that the 
price given for it to the family will bear a very small proportion to the tax 
which the purchaser, if his speculation turns out well, will in the course 
of a long series of years levy on the public. 

If, Sir, I wished to find a strong and perfect illustration of the effects 
which I anticipate from long copyright, I should select,— my honourable 
and learned friend will be surprised, — I should select the case of Milton’s 
granddaughter. As often as this bill has been under discussion, the fate 
of Milton’s granddaughter has been brought forward by the advocates of 
monopoly. My honourable and learned friend has repeatedly told the story 
with great eloquence and effect. He has dilated on the sufferings, on the ab- 
ject poverty, of this ill-fated woman, the last of an illuslrious race. He tells 
us that, in the extremity of her distress, Garrick gave her a benefit, that 
Johnson wrote a prologue, and that the public contributed some hundreds 
of pounds. Was it fit, he asks, that she should receive, in this eleemosynary 
form, a small portion of what was in truth a debt ? Why, he asks, instead 
of obtaining a pittance from charity, did she not live in comfort and luxury 
on the proceeds of the sale of her ancestor’s works ? But, wSir, will my 
honourable and learned friend tell me that this event, which he has so often 
and so pathetically described, was caused by the shortness of the term 
of copyright? Why, at that time, the duration of coi)yright was longer 
than even he, at ])resent, proposes to m^e it. The monopoly lasted, 
not sixty years, but for ever. At the time at which Milton’s^randdaugh- 
ter asked charity, Milton’s works were the exclusive property of a 
bookseller. Within a few months of the day on which the benefit was 
given at Garrick’s theatre, the holder of the copyright of Paradise Lost, 
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— I think it was Toiison, — applied to the Court of Chancery for an injunc- 
tion against a bookseller who had published a cheap edition of the great 
epic poem, and obtained the injunction. The representation of Comus 
was, if I remember rightly, in 175^; the injunction in 1752. Here, 
then, is a perfect illustration of the effect of long copyright. Milton’s 
works are the property of a single publisher. Everybody who wants 
them must buy them at Tonson’s shop, and at Tonson’s price. Whoever 
attempts to undersell Tonson is harassed with legal proceedings. Thou- 
sands who would gladly possess a copy of Paradise Lost, must forego that 
great enjoyment. And what, in the meantime, is the situation of the 
only person for whom we can suppose that the author, protected at such 
a cost to the public, was at all interested ? She is reduced to utter destitu- 
tion. Milton’s works are under a monopoly. Milton’s granddaughter is 
starving. The reader is pillaged ; but the writer’s family is not enriched. 
Society is taxed doubly. It has to give an exorbitant price for the poems ; 
and it has at the same time to give alms to the only surviving descendant 
of the poet. 

But this is not all. I think it right, Sir, to call the attention of the 
House to an evil, which is perhaps more to be apprehended when an 
author’s copyright remains in the hands of his family, than when it is trans- 
ferred to booksellers. I seriously fear that, if such a measure as this should 
be adopted, many valuable works will be either totally suppressed or 
grievously mutilated. I can prove that this danger is not chimerical ; and 
I am quite certain that, if the danger be real, the safeguards which my 
honourable and learned friend has devised are altogether nugatory. That 
the danger is not chimerical may easily be shown. Most of us, I am 
sure, have known persons who, very erroneously as I think, but from the 
best motives, would not choose to reprint P'ielding’s novels, or Gibbon’s 
History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. Some gentle- 
men may perhaps be of opinion that it would be as well if Tom Jones 
and Gibbon’s History were never reprinted. I will not, then, dwell on 
these or similar cases. I will lake cases respecting which it is not likely 
that there will be any difference of opinion here ; cases, too, in which 
the danger of w^hich I now speak is not matter of supposition, but matter 
of fact. Take Richardson’s novels. Whatever I mav, on the present 
occasion, think of my honourable and learned friend^s judgment as a 
legislator, I must always respect his judgment as a critic. He will, I 
am sure, say that Richardson’s novels are among the most valuable, 
among the most original works in our language. No writings have done 
more to raise the fame of English genius in foreign countries. No writ- 
ings are more deeply pathetic. No writings, those of Shakspeare ex- 
cepted, show^ more profound knowledge of the human heart. As to their 
moral tendency, I can cite the most respectable testimony. Dr Johnson 
describes Richardson as one who had taught the passions to move at 
the command of virtue. My dear and honoured friend, Mr Wilber- 
force, in his celebrated, religious treatise, when speaking of the unchris- 
tian tendency of the fashionable novels of the eighteenth century, dis- 
tinctly excepts Richardson from the censure. Another excellent person, 
whom I can never mention without respect and kindness, Mrs Hannah 
More, often declared in conversation, and has declared in one of her 
published poems, that she first learned from the writings of Richard- 
son those principles of piety by which her life was guided. I may 
safely say that books celebrated as works of art through the whole 
civilised world, and praised for their moral tendency by Dr Johnson, 
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by Mr Wilberforce, by Mrs Hannah More, ought not to be sup- 
pressed. Sir, it is my firm belief, that if the law had been what my 
honourable and learned friend proposes to make it, they would have 
been suppressed. I remember Richardson’s grandson well ; he was a 
clergyman in the city of London ; he was a most upright and excellent 
man ; but he had conceived a strong prejudice against works of fiction. 
He thought all novel-reading not only frivolous but sinful. He said, — 
this I state on the authority of one of his clerical brethren wlto is now a 
bishop, — ^he said that he had never thought it right to read one of his 
grandfather’s books. Suppose, Sir, that the law had been what my 
honourable and learned friend would make it. Suppose that the copy- 
right of Richardson’s novels had descended, as might well have been the 
case, to this gentleman. I firmly believe, that he would have thought it 
sinful to give them a wide circulation. I firmly believe, that he would not 
for a hundred thousand pounds have deliberately done what he thought 
sinful. He would not have reprinted them. And what protection does 
my honourable and learned friend give to the public in such a case ? 
Why, Sir, what he proposes is this : if a book is not reprinted during five 
years, any person who wishes to reprint it may give notice in the London 
Gazette : the advertisement must be repeated three times : a year must 
elapse ; and then, if the proprietor of the copyright does not put forth a 
new edition, he loses his exclusive privilege. Now, what protection is 
this to the public ? What is a new edition ? Does the law define the 
number of copies that make an edition ? Does it limit the price of a 
copy? Are twelve copies on large paper, charged at thirty guineas each, 
an edition ? It has been usual, when monopolies have been granted, to 
prescribe numbers and to limit prices. But I do not find that my honourable 
and learned friend proposes to do so in the present case. And, without 
some such provision, the security which he oners is manifestly illusory. It 
is my conviction that, under such a system as that which he recommends 
to us, a copy of Clarissa would have been as rare as an Aldus or a Caxton. 

I will give another instance. One of the most instinctive, interesting, 
and delightful books in our language is Boswell’s Life of Johnson. Now 
it is well known that Boswell’s eldest son considered this book, considered 
the whole relation of Boswell to John.son, as a blot in the escutcheon of 
the family. He thought, not perhaps altogether without reason, that his 
father had exhibited himself in a ludicrous and degrading light. And 
thus he became so sore and irritable that at last he could not bear to hear 
the Life of Johnson mentioned. Suppose that the law had been what 
my honourable and learned friend wishes to make it. Suppose that the 
copyright of Boswell’s Life of Johnson had belonged, as it well might, 
dunng sixty years, to Boswell’s eldest son. What would have been 
the consequence ? An unadulterated copy of the finest biographical 
work in the world would have been as scarce as the first edition of 
Camden’s Britannia. 

These are strong cases. I have shown you that, if the law had been 
what you are now going to make it, the finest prose work of fiction in the 
language, the finest biographical work in the language, would very pro- 
bably have been suppressed. But I have stated my case weakly. The 
books which I have mentioned are singularly inoffensive books, books 
not touching on any of those questions which drive even wise men beyond 
the bounds of wisdom. There are books of a very different kind, books 
which are the rallying points of great political and religious parties. 
What is likely to happen if the copyright of one of these books should by 
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descent or transfer come into the possession of some hostile zealot ? I will 
take a single instance. It is only fifty years since John Wesley died ; 
and all his works, if the law had been what my honourable and 
learned friend wishes to make it, w^ould now have been the property 
of some person or other. The sect founded by Wesley is the most 
numerous, the wealthiest, the most powerful, the most zealous of sects. In 
every parliamentary election it is a matter of the greatest importance to 
obtain the support of the Wesleyan Methodists. Their numerical strength 
is reckoned by hundreds of thousands. They hold the memory of their 
founder in the greatest reverence ; and not without reason, for he was 
unquestionably a great and a good man. To his authority they con- 
stantly appeal. His works are in their eyes of the highest value. His 
doctrinal writings they regard as containing the best system of theology 
ever deduced from Scripture. His journals, interesting even to the com- 
mon reader, are peculiarly interesting to the Methodist : for they contain 
the whole history of that singular polity which, weak and despised in its 
beginning, is now, after the lapse of a century, so strong, so flourishing, 
and so formidable. The Irymns to which he gave his imprimatur are a 
most important part of the public worship of his followers. Now, sup- 
pose that the copyright of these works should belong to some person 
who holds the memory of Wesley and the doctrines and discipline of the 
Methodists in abhorrence. There are many such persons. The Eccle- 
siastical Courts are at this very time sitting on the case of a clergyman of 
the Established Church who refused Christian burial to a child baptized 
by a Methodist preacher. I took up the other day a work which is con- 
sidered as among the most respectable organs of a large and growing 
party in the Church of England, and there I saw John Wesley designated 
as a forsworn priest. Suppose that the works of Wesley were sup- 
pressed. Why, Sir, such a grievance would be enough to shake the 
foundations of Government. Let gentlemen who are attached to the 
Church reflect for a moment what their feelings would be if the Book of 
Common Prayer were not to be reprinted for thirty or forty years, if the 
price of a Book of Common Prayer were run up to five or ten guineas. 
And then let them determine whether they will pass a law under which 
it is possible, under which it is probable, that so intolerable a wrong may 
be done to some sect consisting perhaps of half a million of persons. 

I am so sensible, Sir, of the kindness with which the House has 
listened to me, that I will not detain you longer. I will only say this, 
that if the measure before us should pass, and should produce one-tenth 
part of the evil which it is calculated to produce, and which I fully 
expect it to produce, there will soon be a remedy, though of a very 
objectionable kind. Just as the absurd acts which prohibited the sale of 
game vere virtually repealed by the poacher, just as many absurd 
revenue acts have been virtually repealed by the smuggler, so will this 
law be virtually repealed by piratical booksellers. At present the 
holder of copyright has the public feeling on his side. Those who invade 
copyright are regarded as knaves who take the bread out of the mouths 
of deserving men. Everybody is well pleased to see them restrained 
by the law, and compelled to refund their ill-gotten gains. No trades- 
man of good repute will have anything to do with such disgraceful transac- 
tions. Pass this law : and that feeling is at an end. Men very different 
from the present race of piratical booksellers will soon infringe this in- 
tolerable monopoly. Great masses of capital will be constantly employed 
in the violation of the law. Every art will be employed to evade legal 
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pursuit ; and the whole nation will be in the plot. On which side in- 
deed should the public sympathy be when the question is whether some 
book as popular as Robinson Crusoe, or the Pilgrim’s Progress, shall be 
in every cottage, or whether it shall be confined to the libraries of the rich 
for the advantage of the great-grandson of a bookseller who, a hundred years 
before, drove a hard bargain for the copyright with the author when in great 
distress? Remember too that, when once it ceases to be considered as wrong 
and discreditable to invade literary property, no person can say where the 
invasion will stop. The public seldom makes nice distinctions. The whole- 
some copyright which now exists will share in the disgrace and danger of 
the new copyright which you are about to create. And you will find 
that, in attempting to impose unreasonable restraints on the reprinting of 
the works of the dead, you have, to a great extent, annulled those 
restraints which now prevent men from pillaging and defrauding the 
living. If I saw. Sir, any probability that this bill could be so amended 
in the Committee that my objections might be removed, I would not 
divide the House in this stage. But I am so fully convinced that no 
alteration which would not seem insupportable to my honourable and 
learned friend, could render his measure supportable to me, that I must 
move, though with regret, that this bill be read a second time this day 
six months. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered in a Commi itee of the House of Commons 
ON THE 6th of April 1842. 

On the third of March 1842, Lord Mahon obtained permission to bring in a bill to 
amend the Law of Copyright. This bill extended the term of Copyright in a book 
to twenty-five years, reckoned from the death of the author. 

On the sixth of April the House went into Committee on the bill, .and Mr Greene 
took the Chair. Several divisions took place, of which the result was that the plan 
suggested in the following Speech was, with some modifications, adopted. 

Mr Greene, — I have been amu.sed and gratified by the remarks which 
my noble friend* has made on the arguments by which I prevailed on 
the last House of Commons to reject the bill introduced by a very able 
and accomplished man, Mr Serjeant Talfourd, My noble friend has 
done me a high and rare honour. For this is, I believe, the first occa- 
sion on which a speech made in one Parliament has been answered in 
another. I should not find it difficult to vindicate the soundness of the 
reasons which I formerly urged, to set them in a clearer light, and to 
fortify them by additional facts. But it seems to me that we had better 
discuss the bill which is now on our table than the bill which was there 
fourteen months ago. Glad I am to find that there is a very wide 
difference between the two bills, and that my noble friend, though he 
has tried to refute my arguments, has acted as if he liad been convinced 
by them. I objected to the term of sixty years as far too long. My 
noble friend has cut that term down to hventy-five years. 1 warned the 
House that, under the provisions of Mr Serjeant Talfourd’s bill, valuable 
works might not improbably be suppressed by the representatives of 
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authors. My noble friend has prepared a clause which, as he thinks, 
will guard against that danger. I will not, therefore, waste the time of 
the Committee by debating points which he has conceded, but will pro- 
ceed at once to the proper business of this evening. 

Sir, I have no objection to the principle of my noble friend’s bill. In- 
deed, I had no objection to the principle of the bill of last year. I have 
long thought that the term of copyright ought to be extended. When 
Mr Serjeant Talfourd moved for leave to bring in his bill, I did not 
oppose the motion. Indeed I meant to vote for the second reading, and 
to reserve what I had to say for the Committee. But the learned Ser- 
jeant left me no choice. lie, in strong language, begged that nobody 
who was disposed to reduce the term of sixty years would divide with 
him. “Do not,” he said, “give me your support, if all that you mean 
to grant to men of letters is a miserable addition of fourteen or fifteen 
years to the present term. I do not wish for such support. I despise 
it.” Not wishing to obtrude on the learned Serjeant a support which he 
despised, I had no course left but to take the sense of the House on the 
second reading. The circumstances are now different. My noble friend’s 
bill is not at present a good bill ; but it may be improved into a very 
good bill ; nor will he, 1 am persuaded, withdraw it if it should be so 
improved. He and I have the same object in view ; but we differ as to 
the best mode of attaining that object. We are equally desirous to extend 
the protection now enjoyed by writers. In what way it may be extended 
with most benefit to them and with least inconvenience to the public, is 
the question. 

The present state of the law is this. The author of a work has a certain 
copyright in that work for a term of twenty-eight years. If he should 
live more than twenty-eight years after the publication of the work, he 
retains the copyright to the end of his life. 

My noble friend does not propose to make any addition to the teim of 
twenty-eight years. But he propo.ses that the copyright shall last twenty- 
five years after the author’s death. Thus my noble friend makes no ad- 
dition to that term which is certain, but makes a very large addition to 
that term which is uncertain. 

My plan is different. I would make no addition to the uncertain term ; 
but I would make a large addition to the certain term. I propose to add 
fourteen years to the twenty-eight years which the law now allows to an 
author. His copyright will, in this way, last till his death, or till the 
expiration of forty-two years, whichever shall first happen. And I think 
that I shall be able to prove to the satisfaction of the Committee that my 
plan will be more beneficial to literature and to literary men than the 
plan of my noble friend. 

It must surely. Sir, be admitted that the protection which we give to 
books ought to be distributed as evenly as possible, that every book should 
have a fair share of that protection, and no book more than a fair .share. 
It would evidently be absurd to put tickets into a wheel, with different 
numbers marked upon them, and to make writers draw, one a term of 
twenty-eight years, another a term of fifty, another a term of ninety. 
And yet this sort of lottery is what my noble friend proposes to establish. 

I know that we cannot altogether exclude chance. You have two terms 
of copyright ; one certain, the other uncertain ; and we cannot, I admit, 
get rid of the uncertain term. It is proper, no doubt, that an author’s 
copyright should last during his life. But, Sir, though we cannot alto- 
gether exclude chance, we can very much diminish the share which chance 
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must have in distributing the recompense which we wish to give to genius 
and learning. By every addition which we make to the certain term we 
diminish the influence of chance ; by every addition which we make to 
the uncertain term we increase the influence of chance. I shall make 
myself best understood by putting cases. Take two eminent female 
writers, who died within our own memory, Madame D’Arblay and Miss 
Austen. As the law now stands, Miss Austen’s charming novels would 
have only from twenty-eight to thirty-three years of copyright. For that 
extraordinary woman died young ; she died before her genius was fully 
appreciated by the world. Madame D’Arblay outlived the whole genera- 
tion to which she belonged. The copyright of her celebrated novel, 
Evelina, lasted, under the present law, sixty-two years. Surely this in- 
equality is sufliciently great — sixty-two years of copyright for Evelina, 
only twenty-eight for Persuasion. But to my noble friend this inequality 
seems not great enough. He proposes to add twenty-five years to 
Madame D’Arblay’s term, and not a single day to Miss Austen’s term. 
He would give to Persuasion a copyright of only twenty-eight years, as at 
present, and to Evelina a copyright more than three times as long, a copy- 
right of eighty-seven years. Now, is this reasonable ? See, on the other 
hand, the operation of my plan. I make no addition at all to Madame 
D’Arblay’s term of sixty-two years, which i.s, in my opinion, quite long 
enough j but I extend Miss Austen’s term to forty-two years, which is, 
in my opinion, not too much. You see. Sir, that at present chance has 
too much sway in this matter : that at present the protection which the 
State gives to letters is very unequally given. Y on see that if my noble 
friend’s plan be adopted, more will be left to chance than under the 
present system, and you will have such inequalities as are unknown 
under the present system. You see also that, under the system which I 
recommend, we .shall have, not perfect certainty, not perfect equality, but 
much less uncertainty and inequality than at present. 

But this is not all. My noble friend’s plan is not merely to institute a 
lottery in which some writers will draw prizes and some will draw blanks. 
It is much wor.se than this. His lottery is so contrived that, in the vast 
majority of cases, the blanks will fall to the best books, and the prizes to 
books of inferior merit. 

Take Shakspeare. My noble friend gives a longer protection than 1 
should give to Love’s Labour’s Lost, and Pericles, Prince of Tyre ; but 
he gives a shorter protection than I should give to Othello and Macbeth. 

Take Milton. Milton died in 1674. The copyrights of Milton’s great 
works would, according to my noble friend’s plan, expire in 1699. Comus 
appeared in 1634, the Paradise Lost in 1668. To Comus, then, my 
noble friend would give sixty-five years of copyright, and to the Paradise 
Lost only thirty-one years. Is that reasonable ? Comus is a noble poem : 
but who would rank it with the Paradise Lost ? My plan would give 
forty-two years both to the Paradise Lost and to Comus. 

Let us pass on from Milton to Dryden. My noble friend would give 
more than sixty years of copyright to Dryden’s worst works ; to the en- 
comiastic vei’ses on Oliver Cromwell, to the Wild Gallant, to the Rival 
Ladies, to other wretched pieces as bad as anything written by Flecknoe or 
Settle ; but for Theodore and Honofla, for Tancred and Sigismunda, 
for Cimon and Iphigenia, for Palamon and Arcite, for Alexander’s Feast, 
my noble friend thinks a copyright of twenty-eight years sufficient. Of 
all Pope’s works, that to which my noble friend would give the largest 
measure of protection is the volume of Pastorals, remarkable only as the 
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production of a boy. Johnson’s first work was a Translation of a Book 
of Travels in Abyssinia, published in 1735. It was so poorly executed 
that in his later years he did not like to hear it mentioned. Boswell once 
picked up a copy of it, and told his friend that he had done so. “ Do not 
talk about it,” said Johnson: “it is a thing to be for^rotten.” To this 
performance my noble friend would give protection during the enormous 
term of seventy-five years. To the Lives of the Poets he would give pro- 
tection during about thirty years. Well ; take Henfy Fielding ; it 
matters not whom I take, but take Fielding. His early works are read 
only by the curious, and would not be read even by the curious, but for 
the fame which he acquired in the latter part of his life by works of a very 
different kind. What is the value of the Temple Beau, of the Intriguing 
Chambermaid, of half a dozen other plays of which few gentlemen have 
even heard the names? Yet to these worthless pieces my noble friend 
would give a term of copyright longer by more than twenty years than 
that which he would give to Tom Jones and Amelia. 

Go on to Burke. His little tract, entitled The Vindication of Natural 
Society is certainly not without merit ; but it would not be remembered 
in our days if it did not bear the name of Burke. To this tract my noble 
friend would give a copyright of near seventy years. But to the great 
M'or. on the French Revolution, to the Appeal from the New to the Old 
Whigs, to the letters on the Regicide Peace, he would give a copyright 
of thirty years or little more. 

And, Sir, observe that I am not selecting here and there extraordinary 
instances in order to make up the semblance of a case. I am taking the 
greatest names of our literature in chronological order. Go to other 
nations ; go to remote ages ; you will still find the general rule the same. 
There was no copyright at Athens or Rome ; but the history of the Greek 
and Latin literature illustrates my argument quite as well as if copyright 
had existed in ancient times. Of all the plays of Sophocles, the one to 
which the plan of my noble friend would have given the most scanty re- 
compense would have been that wonderful masterpiece, the CEdipus at 
Colonos. Who would class together the Speech of Demosthenes against 
his Guardians, and the Speech for the Crown ? My noble friend, indeed, 
would not class them together. For to the .Speech against the Guardians 
he would give a copyright of near seventy years, and to the incomparable 
Speech for the Crown a copyright of less than half that length. Go to 
Rome. My noble friend would give more than twice as long a term to 
Cdcero’s juvenile declamation in defence of Roscius Amerinus as to the 
Second Philippic. Go to France. My noble friend would give a far 
longer term to Racine’s Freres Ennemis than to Athalie, and to Moliere’s 
Etourdi than to Tartuffe. Go to Spain. My noble friend would give a 
longer term to forgotten works of Cervantes, works which nobody now 
reads, than to Don Quixote. Go to Germany. According to my noble 
friend’s plan, of all the works of Schiller the Robbers would be the most 
favoured : of all the works of Goethe, the Sorrows of Werter would be 
the most favoured. I thank the Committee for listening so kindly to 
this long enumeration. Gentlemen will perceive, I am sure, that it is 
not from pedantry that I mention the names of so many books and 
authors. But just as, in our debates on civil affairs, we constantly draw 
illustrations from civil history, we must, in a debate about literary pro- 
perty, draw our illustrations from literary history. Now, Sir, I have, I 
think, shown from literary history that the effect of my noble friend’s 
plan would be to give to crude and imperfect works, to third-rate and 
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fourth-rate works, a mat advantage over the highest productions of 
genius. It is impossible to account for the facts which I have laid before 
you by attributing them to mere accident. Their number is too great, 
their character too uniform. We must seek for some other explanation ; 
and we shall easily find one. 

It is the law of our nature that the mind shall attain its full power by 
slow degrees ; and this is especially true of the most vigorous minds. 
Young men, nOjj^loubt, have often produced works of great merit ; but it 
would be impossible to name any writer of the first order whose juvenile 
performances were his best. That all the most valuable lx)oks of history, 
of philology, of physical and metaphysical science, of divinity, of political 
economy, have been produced by men of mature years will hardly be 
disputed. The case may not be quite so clear as respects works of the 
imagination. And yet I know no work of the imagination of the very 
highest class that was ever, in any age or country, produced by a man 
under thirty- five. Whatever powers a youth may have received from 
nature, it is impossible that his taste and judgment can be ripe, that his 
mind can be richly stored with images, that he can have observed the 
vicissitudes of life, that he can have studied the nicer shades of character. 
How, as Marmontel very sensibly said, is a person to paint portraits 
who has never seen faces? On the whole, I believe that 1 may, without 
fear of contradiction, affirm this, that of the good books now extant in 
the w'orld more than nineteen-twentieths were published after the writers 
had attained the age of forty. If this be so, it is evident that the plan of 
my noble friend is framed on a vicious principle. For, while he gives to 
juvenile productions a very much larger protection than they now enjoy, 
he does comparatively little for the works of men in the full maturity of 
their powers, and absolutely nothing for any work which is published 
during the last three years of the life of the writer. For, by the existing 
law, the copyright of such a work lasts twenty-eight years from the pub- 
lication ; and my noble friend gives only twenty-five years, to be reckoned 
from the writer’s death. 

What I recommend is that the certain term, reckoned from the date of 
publication, shall be forty-two years instead of twenty-eight years. In this 
arrangement there is no uncertainty, no inequality. The advantage which 
I propose to give will be the same to every book. No work will have so long 
a copyright as my noble friend gives to some books, or so short a copyright 
as he gives to others. No copyright will last ninety years. No copyright will 
end in twenty-eight years. To every book published in the course of the 
last seventeen years of a writer’s life I give a longer term of copyright 
than my noble friend gives ; and I am confident that no person versed in 
literary history will deny this, — that in general the most valuable works 
of an author are published in the course of the last seventeen years of his 
life. I will rapidly enumerate a few, and but a few, of the great works 
of English writers to which my plan is more favourable than my noble 
friend’s plan. To Lear, to Macl^th, to Othello, to the Fairy Queen, to the 
Paradise Lost, to Bacon’s Novum Organum and De Augmentis, to Locke’s 
Essay on the Human Understanding, to Clarendon’s History, to 
Hume’s History, to Gibbon’s History, to Smith’s Wealth of Nations, to 
Addison’s Spectators, to almost all t^ie great works of Burke, to Clarissa 
and Sir Charles Grandison, to Joseph Andrews, Tom Jones and Amelia, 
and, with the single exception of Waverlcy, to all the novels of Sir Walter 
Scott, I give a longer term of copyright than my noble friend gives, Can 
he match that list ? Does not that list contain what England has pro- 
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duced greatest in many various ways — poetry, philosophy, history, 
eloquence, wit, skilful portraiture of life and manners? I confidently 
therefore call on the Committee to take my plan in preference to the plan 
of my noble friend, I have shown that the protection which he proposes 
to give to letters is unequal, and unequal in the worst way. I have shown 
that his plan is to give protection to books in inverse proportion to their 
merit. I shall move when we come to the third clause of the bill to omit 
the words ** twenty-five years,” and in a subsequent part of the same 
clause I shall move to substitute for the words “ twenty-eight years ” the 
words “forty-two years.” I earnestly hope that the Committee will 
adopt these amendments ; and I feel the firmest conviction that my noble 
friend’s bill, so amended, will confer a great boon on men of letters with 
the smallest possible inconvenience to the public. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 30 op May 1842. 


On the second of May 1842, Mr Thomas Duncombe, Member for Finsbury, presented 
a petition, very numerously signed, of which the prayer was as follows : 

“ Your petitioners, therefore, exercising their just constitutional right, demand 
th.at your Honourable House, to remedy the many gross and manifest evils of 
which your petitioners complain, do immediately, without alteration, deduction, 
or addition, pass into a law the document entitled the People’s Charter." 

On the following day Mr Thomas Duncombe moved that the petitioners should be 
heard by themselves or their Counsel at the Bar of the House. I'he following 
Speech was made in opposition to the motion. 

The motion was rejected by 287 votes to 49. 

Mr Speaker, — I was particularly desirous to catch your eye this evening, 
because, when the motion of the honourable Member of Rochdale * was 
under discussion, I was unable to be in my place; I understand that, on 
that occasion, the absence of some members of the late Government was 
noticed in severe term.s, and was attributed to discreditable motives. As 
for myself, Sir, I was prevented from coming down to the House by ill- 
ness : a noble friend of mine, to whom particular allusion was made, was 
detained elsewhere by pure accident ; and I am convinced that no 
member of the late administration was withheld by any unworthy feeling 
from avowing his opinions. My own opinions 1 could have no motive 
for disguising. They have been frequently avowed, and avowed before 
audiences which were not likely to regard them with much favour. 

I should wish, Sir, to say what I have to say in the temperate tone 
which has with so much propriety been preserved by the right honourable 
Baronet the Secretary for the Home Department ; t but, if I should use 
any warm expression, I trust that the House will attribute it to the 
strength of my convictions and to my solicitude for the public interests. 
No person who knows me will, I am quite sure, suspect me of regarding 
the hundreds of thousands who have signed the petition which we are 
now considering, with any other feeling than cordial goodwill. 

* Mr Sharman Crawford ♦ Sir James Gfaham. 
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Sir, I cannot conscientiously assent to this motion. And yet I must 
admit that the honourable Member for Finsbury* has framed it with con- 
siderable skill. He has done his best to obtain the support of all those 
timid and interested politicians who think much more about the security 
of their seats than about the security of their country. It would be very 
convenient to me to give a silent vote with him. I should then have it in 
my power to say to the Chartists of Edinburgh, “When your petition 
was before the Jlouse I was on your side : I was for giving you a full 
hearing.” I should at the same time be able to assure my Conservative 
•constituents that I never had supported and never would support the 
Charter. But, Sir, though this course would be very convenient, it is 
one which my sense of duty will not suffer me to take. When questions 
of private right are before us, we hear, and we ought to hear, the' argu- 
ments of the parties interested in those questions. But it has never been, 
and surely it ought not to be, our practice to grant a hearing to persons 
who petition for or against a law in which they have no other interest 
than that which is common between them and the whole nation. Of the 
many who petitioned against slavery, against the Roman Catholic claims, 
against the corn laws, none was suffered to harangue us at the bar in sup- 
port of his views. If in the present case we depart from a general rule 
which everybody must admit to be a very wholesome one, what inference 
can reasonably be drawn from our conduct, except this, that we think the 
petition which we are now considering entitled to extraordinary respect, 
and that we have not fully made up our minds to refuse what the peti- 
tioners ask ? Now, Sir, I have fully made up my mind to resist to the 
last the change whigh they urge us to make in the constitution of the 
kingdom. I therefore think that I should act disingenuously if I gave 
my voice for calling in orators whose eloquence, I am certain, will make 
no alteration in my opinion. I think too that if, after voting for hearing 
the petitioners, I should then vote against granting their prayer, I should 
give them just ground for accusing me of having first encouraged and 
then deserted them. That accusation, at least, they shall never bring 
against me. 

The honourable Member for Westminster f has expressed a hope that 
the language of the petition will not be subjected to severe criticism. If 
he means literary criticism, I entirely agree with him. The style of this 
composition is safe from any censure of mine ; but the substance it is 
absolutel)%iecessary that we should closely examine. What the peti- 
tioners demand is this, that we do forthwith pass what is called the People’s 
Charter into a law without alteration, diminution, or addition. This is 
the prayer in support of which the honourable Member for Finsbury would 
have us hear an argument at the bar. Is it then reasonable to say, as 
some gentlemen have said, that, in voting for the honourable Member’s 
motion, they mean to vote merely for an inquiry into the causes of the 
public distress ? If any gentleman thinks that an inquiry into the causes 
of the public distress would be useful, let him move for such an inquiry. 
I will not oppose it. But this petition does not tell us to inquire. It tells 
us that we are not to inquire. It directs us to pass a certain law word 
for word, and to pass it without the smallest delay. 

I shall, Sir, notwithstanding the request or command of the petitioners, 
venture to exercise my right of free speech on the suWeet of the People’s 
Charter. There is, among the six points of the Char&r>, one for which \ 
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have voted. There is another of which 1 decidedly approve. There are 
others as to which, though I do not agree with the petitioners, I could go 
some way to meet them. In fact, there is only one of the six points on 
which I am diametrically opposed to them : but unfortunately that point 
happens to be infinitely the most important of the six. * 

One of the six points is the ballot. I have voted for the ballot ; and 
I have seen no reason to change my opinion on that subject. 

Another point is the abolition of the pecuniary qualification for mem- 
bers of this House. On that point I cordially agree with the petitioners. 
You have established a sufficient pecuniary qualification for the elector ; 
and it therefore seems to me quite superfluous to require a pecuniary 
qualification from the representative. Everybody knows that many Eng- 
lish members have only fictitious qualifications, and that the members for 
Scotch cities and boroughs are not required to have any qualification at 
all. It is surely absurd to admit the representatives of Edinburgh and 
Glasgow without any qualification, and at the same time to require the 
representative of Finsbury or Marylebone to possess a qualification or the 
semblance of one. If the qualification really be a security for respect- 
ability, let that security be demanded from us who sit here for Scotch 
towns. If, as I believe, the qualification is no security at all, why should 
we require it from anybody ? It is no part of the old constitution of the 
realm. It was first established in the reign of Anne. It was established 
by a bad parliament for a bad purpose. It was, in fact, part of a course 
of legislation which, if it had not been happily interrupted, would have 
ended in the repeal of the Toleration Act and of the Act of Settlement. 

The Chartists demand annual parliaments. There, certainly, I differ 
from them ; but I might, perhaps, be willing to consent to some com- 
promise. I differ from them also as to the expediency of paying the 
representatives of the people, and of dividing the country into electoral 
districts. But I do not consider these matters as vital. The kingdom 
might, I acknowledge, be free, great, and happy, though the members of 
this house received salaries, and though the present boundaries of coun- 
ties and boroughs were superseded by new lines of demarcation. These, 
Sir, are subordinate questions. I do not of course mean that they are 
not important. But they are subordinate when compared with that 
question which still remains to l)e considered. The essence of the Charter 
is universal suffrage. If you withhold that, it matters not very much what 
else you grant. If you grant that, it matters not at all what else you 
withhold. If you grant that, the country is lost. 

I have no blind attachment to ancient usages. I altogether disclaim 
what has been nicknamed the doctrine of finality. I have said enough 
to-night to show that I do not consider the settlement made by the 
Reform Bill as one which can last for ever. I certainly do think that 
an extensive change in the polity of a nation most be attended with serious 
evils. Still those evils may be overbalanced by advantages : and I am 
perfectly ready, in every case, to weigh the evils against the advantages, 
and to judge as well as I can which scale preponderates. I am bound by 
no tie to oppose any reform which I think likely to promote the public 
good. I will go so far as to say that I do not quite agree with those who 
think that they have proved the People^s Charter to be absurd when they 
have proved that it is incompatible with the existence of the throne and 
of the peerage. For, though I am a faithful and loyal subject of Her 
Majesty, and though I sincerely wish to see the House of Lords powerful 
and resected, I cannot consider either monarchy or aristocracy as the 
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ends of government. They are only means. Nations have flourished 
without hereditary sovereigns or assemblies of nobles ; and, though I 
should be very sorry to see England a republic, I do not doubt that she 
might, as a republic, enjoy prosperity, tranquillity, and high consider- 
ation. The dread and aversion with which I regard universal suffrage 
would be greatly diminished, if I could believe that the worst effect 
which it would produce would be to give us an elective first magistrate 
and a senate instead of a Queen and a House of Peers. My firm con- 
viction is that, in our country, universal suffrage is incompatible, not with 
this or that form of government, but with all forms of government, and 
with everything for the sake of which forms of government exist ; that it 
is incompatible with property, and that it is consequently incompatible 
with civilisation. 

It is not necessary for me in this place to go through the arguments 
which prove beyond dispute that on the security of property civilisation 
depends ; that, where property is insecure, no climate however delicious, 
no soil however fertile, no conveniences for trade and navigation, no 
natural endowments of body or of mind, can prevent a nation from sinking 
into barbarism ; that where, on the other hand, men are protected in the 
enjoyment of what has been created by their industry and laid up by their 
self-denial, society will advance in arts and in wealth notwithstanding the 
.sterility of the earth and the inclemency of the air, notwithstanding 
heavy taxes and destructive wars. Those persons who say that England 
has been greatly misgoverned, that her legislation is defective, that her 
wealth has been squandered in unjust and impolitic contests with America 
and with France, do in fact bear the .strongest testimony to the truth of 
my doctrine. For that our country has made and is making great pro- 
gress in all that contributes to the material comfort of man is indisputable. 
If that progress cannot be ascribed to the wisdom of the Government, to 
what can we ascribe it but to the diligence, the energy, the thrift of 
individuals? And to what can we ascribe that diligence, that energy, 
that thrift, except to the security which ])roperly has during many gene- 
rations enjoyed here ? Such is the power of this great principle that, 
even in the last war, the most costly war, beyond all comparison, that ever 
was waged in this world, the Government could not lavish wealth so fast 
as the productive classes created it. 

If it be admitted that on the institution of property the well-being of 
society depends, it follows surely that it would be madness to give supreme 
power in the state to a class which would not be likely to respect that 
institution. And, if this be conceded, it seems to me to follow that it 
would be madness to grant the prayer of this petition. I entertain no 
hope that, if we place the government of the kingdom in the hands of 
the majority of the males of one-and-twenty told by the head, the institu- 
tion of property will be respected. If I am asked why I entertain no 
such hope, I answer, because the hundreds of thousands of males of 
twenty-one who have signed this petition tell me to entertain no such 
hope ; because they tell me that, if I trust them with power, the first use 
which they will make of it will be to plunder every man in the kingdom 
who has a good coat on his back and a good root over his head. God 
forbid that I should put an unfair construction on their language 1^ I will 
read their own words. This petition, be it remembered, is an authorita- 
tive declaration of the wishes of those who, if the Charter ever becomes 
law, will return the great majority of the House of Commons ; and these 
are their words ? “Your petitioners complain, that they are enormously 
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taxed to pa^ the interest of what is called the national debt, a debt 
amounting at present to eight hundred millions, being only a portion of 
the enormous amount expended in cmel and expensive wars for the sup* 
pression of all liberty by men not authorised by the people, and who 
consequently had no right to tax posterity for the outrages committed by 
them upon mankind.” If these words mean anything, they mean that 
the present generation is not bound to pay the public debt incurred by our 
rulers in past times, and that a national bankruptcy would be both just 
and politic. For my part, I believe it to be impossible to make any 
distinction between the right of a fundholder to his dividends and the right 
of a landowner to his rents. And, to do the petitioners justice, T must 
say that they seem to be much of the same mind. They are for dealing 
w'ith fundholder and landowner alike. * They tell us that nothing will 
‘^unshackle labour from its misery, until tlie people possess that power 
under which all monopoly and oppression must cease ; and your peti- 
tioners respectfully mention the existing monopolies of the suffrage, of 
paper money, of machinery, of land, of the public press, of^ religion, 
of the means of travelling and transit, and a host of other evils too 
numerous to mention, all arising from class legislation.” Absurd as 
this hubbub of words is, part of it is intelligible enough. What can the 
monopoly of land mean, except property in land ? The only monopoly 
of land which exists in England is this, that nobody can .sell an acre of 
land which does not belong to him. And what can the monopoly of ma- 
chinery mean but property in machinery ? Another monopoly which is 
to cease is the monopoly of the means of travelling. In other words all 
the canal property and railway property in the kingdom is to be confis- 
cated. What other sense do the words bear? And these are only speci- 
mens of the reforms which, in the language of the petition, are to unshackle 
labour from its misery. There remains, it seems, a host of similar mono- 
polies too numerous to mention ; the monopoly I presume, which a 
draper has of his own stock of cloth ; the monopoly which a hatter has of 
hi.s own stock of hats ; the monopoly which we all have of our furniture, 
bedding, and clothes. In short, the petitioners ask you to give them 
power in order that they may not leave a man of a hundred a year in the 
realm. 

I am far from wishing to throw any blame on the ignorant crowds 
which have flocked to the tables where this petition was exhibited. 
Nothing is more natural than that the labouring people should be de- 
ceived by the arts of such men as the author of this absurd and wicked 
composition. We ourselves, with all our advantages of education, are 
often very credulous, very impatient, very shortsighted, when we are 
tried by pecuniary distress or bodily pain. W’e often resort to means of 
immediate relief which, as Reason tells us, if we would listen to her, are 
certain to aggravate our sufferings. Men of great abilities and knowledge 
have ruined their estates and their constitutions in this way. How then 
can we wonder that men less instructed than ourselves, and tried by pri- 
vations such as we have i>ever known, should be easily misled by moun- 
tebanks who promise impossibilities? Imagine a well-meaning laborious 
mechanic, fondly attached to his wife and children. Bad times come. He 
sees the wife whom he loves grow thinner and paler every day. His little 
ones cry for bread, and he has none to give them. Then come the pro- 
fessional agitators, the tempters, and tell him that there is enough 
and more than enough for everybody, and that he has too little only because 
l^ded gentlemen, fundholdei*s, bankers, manufacturers, railway proprie- 
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tors, shopkeepers have too much. Is it strange that the poor man should 
be deluded, and should eagerly sign such a petition as this ? The inequality 
witli which wealth is distributed forces itself on everybody’s notice. It is 
at once perceived by the eye. The reasons which irrefragably prove this 
inequality to be necessary to the well-being of all classes are not equally 
obvious. Our honest working man has not received such an education 
as enables him to understand that the utmost distress that he has ever 
known is prosperity when compared with the distress which he would 
have to endure if there were a single month of general anarchy and 
plunder. But you say, it is not the fault of the labourer that he is not well 
educated. Most true. It is not his fault. But, though he has no share 
in the fault, he will, if you are foolish enough to give him supreme power 
in the state, have a very large share of the punishment. Y ou say that, if the 
Government had not culpably omitted to establish a good system of public 
instruction, the petitioners would have been fit for the elective franchise. 
But is that a reason for giving them the franchise when their own petition 
proves tlT#t they are not fit for it ; when they give us fair notice that, if we let 
them have it, they will use it to our ruin and their own ? It is not neces- 
sary now to inquire whether, with universal education, we could safely have 
universal suffrage. What we are asked to do is to give universal suffrage 
before there is universal education. Have I any unkind feeling towards 
these poor people ? No more than I have to a sick friend who implores 
me to give him a glass of iced water which the physician has forbidden. 
No more than a humane collector in India has to those poor peasants 
who in a season of scarcity crowd round the granaries and beg with tears 
and piteous gestures that the doors may be opened and the rice distri- 
buted. I would not give the draught of water, because I know that it 
would be poison. I would not give up the keys of the granary, because 
I know that, by doing so, I should turn a scarcity into a famine. And 
in the same way I would not yield to the importunity of multitudes who, 
exasperated by suffering and blinded by ignorance, demand with wild 
vehemence the liberty to destroy themselves. 

But it is said. You must not attach so much importance to this peti- 
tion. It is very foolish, no doubt, and disgraceful to the author, be he 
who he may. But you must not suppose that those who signed it 
approve of it. They have merely put their names or their marks without 
weighing the sense of the document which they subscribed. Surely, Sir, 
of all reasons that ever were given for receiving a petition with peculiar 
honours, the strangest is that it expresses sentiments diametrically opposed 
to the real sentiments of those who have signed it. And it is a not less 
strange reason for giving men supreme power in a state that they sign 
political manifestoes of .the highest importance without taking the trouble 
to know what the contents are. But how is it possible for us to believe 
that, if the petitioners had the power which they demand, they would not 
use it as they threaten ? During a long course of years, numerous 
speakers and writers, some of them ignorant, others dishonest, have been 
constantly representing the Government as able to do, and bound to do, 
things which no Government can, without great injury to the country, 
attempt to do. Every man of sense knows that the people support the 
Government. But the doctrine of the Chartist philosophers is that it is 
the business of the Government to support the people. It is supposed 
by many that our rulers possess, somewhere or other, an inexhaustible 
storehouse of all the necessaries and conveniences of life, and, from mere 
hardheartedness, refuse to distribute the contents of this magazine among 
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the poor. We have all of us read speeches and tracts in which it seemed 
to be taken for granted that we who sit here have the power of working 
miracles, of sending a shower of manna on the West Riding, of striking 
the earth and furnishing all the towns of Lancashire with abundance of 
pure water, of feeding all the cotton -spinners and weavers who are out of 
work with five loaves and two fishes. There is not a working man who 
has not heard harangues and read newspapers in which these follies 
are taught. And do you believe that as soon as you give the working 
men absolute and irresistible power they will forget all this? Yes, Sir, 
absolute and irresistible power. The Charter would give them no less. 
In every constituent body throughout the empire the working men will, 
if we grant the prayer of this petition, be an irresistible majority. In every 
constituent body capital will be placed at the feet of labour ; knowledge will 
be borne down by ignorance; and is it possible to doubt what the result 
must be ? The honourable Member for Bath and the honourable Member for 
Rochdale are now considered as very democratic members of Parliament. 
They would occupy a very different position in a House of Commons 
elected by universal suffrage, if they succeeded in obtaining seats. They 
would, I believe, honestly oppose every attempt to rob the public credi- 
tor. They would manfully say, “Justice and the puSlic good require 
that this sum of thirty millions a year should be paid;” and they would 
immediately be reviled as aristocrats, monopolists, oppressors of the poor, 
defenders of old abuses. And as to land, is it possible to believe that 
the millions who have been so long and loudly told that the land is their 
estate, and is wrongfully kept from them, should not, when they have 
Siupreme power, use that power to enforce what they think their rights ? 
What could follow but one vast spoliation? One vast spoliation ! That 
would be bad enough. I'hat would be the greatest calamity that ever 
fell on our country. Yet would that a single vast spoliation were the 
worst ! No, Sir ; in the lowest deep there would be a lower deep. I'he 
first spoliation would not be the last. How could it ? All the causes 
which had produced the first spoliation would still operate. They would 
operate more powerfully than before. The distress would be far greater 
than before. The fences which now' protect })roperty would all have 
been broken through, levelled, swept away. The new proprietors would 
have no title to show to anything that they held except recent robbery. 
With what face then could they complain of being robbed? What 
would be the end of these things? Our experience, God be praised, 
does not enable us to predict it with certainty. We can only guess. 
My guess is that we should see something more horrible than can be 
imagined-— something like the siege of Jerusalem on a far larger scale. 
There w^ould be many millions of human beings, crowded in a narrow' 
space, deprived of all those resources which alone had made it possible 
for them to exist in so narrow a space ; trade gone ; manufactures gone ; 
credit gone. What could they do but fight for the mere sustenance of 
nature, and tear each other to pieces till famine, and pestilence following 
in the train of famine, came to turn the tfitrible commotion into a more 
terrible repose ? The best event, the very best event, that I can antici- 
pate, — and what must the state of things be, if an Englishman and a 
Whig calls such an event the very best? — the very I)est event, I say, 
that I can anticipate is that out of the confusion a strong military des- 
potism may arise, and that the sword, firmly grasped by some rough 
nand, may give a sort of protection to the miserable wreck of all that 
immense prosperity and glory. But, as to the noble institutions under 
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which our country has made such progress in liberty, in wealth, in know- 
ledge, in arts, do not deceive yourselves into the belief that we should 
ever see them again. We should never see them again. We should not 
deserve to see them. All those nations which envy our greatness would 
insult our downfall, a downfall which would be all our own work ; and 
the history of our calamities would be told thus : England had institu- 
tions which, though imperfect, yet contained within themselves the 
means of remedying every imperfection ; those institutions her legislators 
wantonly and madly threw away ; nor could they urge in their excuse 
even the wretched plea that they were deceived by false promises ; for, 
in the very petition with the prayer of which they were weak enough to 
comply, they were told, in the plainest terms, that public ruin would be 
the effect of their compliance. 

Thinking thus. Sir, I will oppose, with every faculty which God has 
given me, every motion which directly or indirectly tends to the granting 
of universal suffrage. This motion I think, tends that way. If any 
gentleman here is prepared to vote for universal suffrage with a full view 
of all the consequences of universal suffrage as they arc set forth in this 
petition, he acts with perfect consistency in voting for this motion. But, 
I must say, I he^rd with some surprise the honourable baronet the Mem- 
ber for Leicester * say that, though he utterly disapproves of the petition, 
though he thinks of it just as I do, he wishes the petitioners to be heard 
at the bar in explanation of their opinions. I conceive that their opinions 
are quite sufficiently explained already ; and to such opinions I am not 
disposed to pay any extraordinary mark of respect. 1 shall give a clear 
and conscientious vote against the motion of the honourable Member for 
Finsbury ; and I conceive that the petitioners will have much less reason 
to complain of my open hostility than of the conduct of the honourable 
Member, who tries to propitiate them by consenting to hear their 
oratory, but has fully made up his mind not to comply with their 
demands. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 
9TH OF March 1843. 

On the ninth of March 1843, Mr Vernon Smith, Member for Norihainpion, made the 
following motion ; 

“That this House, having regard to the high and important functions of the 
Governor General of India, tne mixed character of the native population, and the 
recent measures of the Court of Directors for discontini;ing any seeming sanction 
to idolatry in India, is of opinion that the conduct of Lord Ellenborough in 
issuing the General Orders of the sixteenth of November 1842, and in addressing 
the letter of the same date to all the chiefs, princes, and people of India, respect- 
ing the restoration of the gates of a temple to Somnautn, is unwise, indecorous, 
and reprehensible.” 

Mr Emerson Tennent, Secretary of the Board of Control, opposed the motion. 
In reply to him the following Speech was made. 

The motion was rejected by 242 vote^ to 157. 

Mr Speaker, — If the practice of the honourable gentleman, the Secre- 
tary of the Board of Control, had been in accordance with his precepts, if he 

* Sir John £astha^> 
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had not, after exhorting us to confine ourselves strictly to the subject l^efore 
us, rambled far from that subject, I should have refrained from all digres- 
sion. For in truth there is abundance to be said touching both the sub- 
stance and the style of this Proclamation. I cannot, however, leave the 
honourable gentleman’s peroration entirely unnoticed. But I assure 
him that I do not mean to wander from the question before us to any 
great distance or for any long time. 

I catinot but wonder, Sir, that he who has, on this, as on former occa- 
sions, exhibited so much ability and acuteness, should have gravely repre- 
sented it as a ground of complaint, that my right honourable friend the 
Member for Northampton has made this motion in the Governor General’s 
absence. Does the honourable gentleman mean that this House is to be 
interdicted from ever considering in what manner Her Majesty’s Asiatic 
subjects, a hundred millions in number, are governed ? And how can we 
consider how they are governed without considering the conduct of him 
who is governing them ? And how can we consider the conduct of him 
who is governing them, except in his absence ? For my own part, I can 
say for myself, and I may, I doubt not, say for my right honourable friend 
the Member for Northampton, that we both of us wish, with all our 
hearts and souls, that we were discussing this question in the presence of 
Lord Ellenborough. Would to heaven, Sir, for the sake of the credit of 
England, and of the interests of India, that the noble lord were at this 
moment under our gallery ! But, Sir, if there be any Governor who has 
no right to complain of remarks made on him in his absence, it is that 
Governor who, forgetting all official decorum, forgetting how important it 
is that, while the individuals who serve the Slate are changed, the State 
should preserve its identity, inserted in a public proclamation reflections 
on his predecessor, a predecessor of whom, on the present occasion, I will 
only say that his conduct had deserved a very different return. I am con- 
fident that no enemy of Lord Auckland, if Lord Auckland has an 
enemy in the House, will deny that, whatever faults he may have com- 
mitted, he was faultless with respect to Lord Ellenborough. No 
brother could have laboured more assiduously for the interests and the 
honour of a brother than Lowl Auckland laboured to facilitate Lord 
Ellenborough ’s arduous task, to prepare for Lord Ellenborough the 
means of obtaining success and glory. And what was the recjuilal? 
A proclamation by Lord Ellenborough, stigmatising the conduct 
of Lord Auckland. And, Sir, since the honourable gentleman the 

Secretary of the Board of Control has thought fit to divert the debate 
from its proper course, I will venture to request that he, or the honour- 
aide director who sits behind him,* will vouchsafe to give us some 
explanations on an important point to which allusion has been made. 
Lord Ellenborough has been accused of having publicly announced that 
our troops were about to evacuate Afghanistan before he had ascertained 
that our captive countrymen and countrywomen had been restored to 
liberty. This accusation, which is certainly a serious one, the honourable 
gentleman, the Secretary of the Board of Control, pronounces to be a 
mere calumny. Now, Sir, the proclamation which announces the witli- 
drawing of the troops bears date the first of October 1842. What I wish 
to know is, whether any member of the Government, or of the Court of 
Directors, will venture to affirm that on the first of October 1842, the 
Governor General knew that the prisoners had been set at liberty ? I 
believe that no member either of the Government or of the Court of 
* Sir James Hogg. 
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Directors will venture to affirm any such thing. It seems certain that on 
the first of October the Governor General could not know that the 
prisoners were safe. Nevertheless, the honourable gentleman the Secre- 
tary of the Board of Control assures us that, when the proclamatiorr 
was drawn up, the Governor General did know that the prisoners were 
safe. What is the inevitable consequence? It is this, that the date is a 
false date, that the proclamation was written after the first of October, 
and antedated? And for what reason was it antedated? I am almost 
ashamed to tell the House what I believe to have been the reason. I 
believe that Lord Ellenborough affixed the false date of the first of 
October to his proclamation because Lord Auckland’s manifesto against 
Afghanistan was dated on the first of October. I believe that Lord 
Ellenborough wished to make the contrast between his own success and 
his predecessor’s failure more striking, and that for the sake of this paltry, 
this childish, triumph, he antedated his proclamation, and made it appear 
to all Europe and all Asia that the English Government was indifferent 
to the fate of Pmglishmen and Englishwomen who were in a miserable 
captivity. If this be so, and I shall be surprised to hear any person deny 
that it is so, I must say that by this single act, by writing those words, 
the first of October, the Governor General proved himself to be a man 
of an ill-regulatcd mind, a man unfit for high public trust. 

I might, Sir, if I chose to follow the example of the honourable gentle- 
man the Secretary of the Board of Control, advert to many other matters. 
I might call the attention of the House to the systematic manner in 
which the Governor General has exerted himself to lower the character 
and to break the spirit of that civil service on the respectability and 
efficiency of which chiefly depends the happiness of a hundred millions 
of human beings. I might say much about the financial committee which 
he appointed in the hope of finding out blunders of his predecessor, but 
which at last found out no blunders except his own. But the question 
before us demands our attention. That question has two sides, a serious 
and a ludicrous side. Let us look first at the serious side. Sir, I disclaim 
in the strongest manner all intention of raising any fanatical outcry ox of 
lending aid to any fanatical project. I would very much rather be the 
victim of fanaticism than its tool. If Lord I^llenborough were called in 
question for having given an impartial protection to the professors of differ- 
ent religions, or for restraining unjustifiable excesses into which Christian 
missionaries might have been hurried by their zeal, I would, widely as I have 
always differed from him in politics, have stood up in his defence, though 
I had stood up alone. But die charge against Lord Ellenborough is that 
he has insulted the religion of his own country and the religion of millions 
of the Queen’s Asiatic subjects in order to pay honour to an idol. And 
this the right honourable gentleman the Secretary of the Board of Con- 
trol calls a trivial charge. Sir, I think it a very grave charge. Her 
Majesty is the ruler of a larger heathen population than the world ever 
saw collected under the sceptre of a Christian sovereign since the days of 
the Emperor Theodosius. What the conduct of rulers in such circum- 
stances ought to be is one of the most important moral questions, one of 
the most important political questions, that it is possible to conceive. 
There are subject to the British rule^in Asia a hundred millions of people 
who do not profess the Christian faith. The Mahometans are a minority : 
but their importance is much more than proportioned to their number : 
for they are an united, a zealous, an ambitious,* a warlike class. The 
great majority of the population of India consists of idolators, blindly 
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attached to doctrines and rites which, considered merely with reference 
to the temporal interests of mankind, are in the highest degree i)eniicious. 
In no part of the world has a religion ever existed more unfavourable to 
the moral and intellectual health of our race. The Brahminical mytho- 
logy is so absurd that it necessarily debases every mind which receives it 
as truth ; and with this absurd mythology is bound up an absurd system 
of physics, an absurd geography, an absurd astronomy. Nor is this form 
of Paganism more favourable to art than to science. Through the whole 
Hindoo Pantheon you will look in vain for anything resembling those 
beautiful and majestic forms which stood in the shrines of ancient Greece. 
All is hideous, and grotesque, and ignoble. As this superstition is of 
all superstitions the most irrational, and of all superstitions the most in- 
elegant, so is it of all superstitions the most immoral. Emblems of 
vice are objects of public worship. Acts of vice are acts of public wor- 
ship. The courtesans are as much a part of the establishment of the 
temple, as much ministers of the god, as the priests. Crimes against 
life, crimes against property, are not only permitted but enjoined 
by this odious theology. But for our interference human victims 
would still be offered to the Ganges, and the widow would still be laid on 
the pile with the corpse of her husband, and burned alive by her own 
children. It is by the command and under the especial protection of one 
of the most powerful goddesses that the Thugs join themselve.s to the un- 
suspecting traveller, make friends with him, slip the noose round his 
neck, plunge their knives in his eyes, hide him in the earth, and divide 
his money and baggage. I have read many examinations of Thugs ; and 
I particularly remember an altercation which took place between two of 
those wretches in the presence of an English officer. One d'hug reproached 
the other for having been so irreligious as to spare the life of a traveller 
when the omens indicated that their patroness required a victim. “How 
could you let him go? How can you expect the goddess to protect us if 
you disobey her commands ? That is one of your North country heresies.” 
Now, Sir, it is a difficult matter to determine in what way Christian 
rulers ought to deal with such superstitions as these. We might have 
acted as the Spaniards acted in the New World. We might have 
attempted to introduce our own religion by force. We might have sent 
missionaries among the natives at the public charge. We might have held 
out hopes of public employment to converts, and have imposed civil dis- 
abilities on Mahometans and Pagans. But we did none of these things; 
and herein we judged wisely. Our duty, as rulers, was to preserve strict 
neutrality on all questions merely religious : and I am not aware that we 
have ever swerved fmni strict neutrality for the purpose of making pro- 
selytes to our own faith. But we have, I am sorry to say, sometimes 
deviated from the right path in the opposite direction. Some English- 
men, who have held high office in India, seem to have thought that 
the only religion which was not entitled to toleration and to respect 
was Christianity. They regarded every Christian missionary with ex- 
treme jealousy and disdain ; and they suffered the most atrocious crimes, if 
enjoined by the Hindoo superstition, to be perpetrated in open day. It is 
lamentable to think how long after our power was firmly established in 
Bengal, we, grossly neglecting the first and plainest duty of the civil 
magistrate, suffered the practices of infanticide and Suttee to continue 
unchecked. We decorated the temples of the false gods. We provided 
the dancing girls. We gilded and painted the images to which our 
ignorant subjects bowed down. We repaired and embellished tlie car 
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under the wheels of which crazy devotees flung thenisselves at every 
festival to be crushed to death. We sent guards of honour to escort 
pilgrims to the places of worship. We actually made oblations at the 
shrines of idols. All this was considered, and is still considered, by some 
prejudiced Anglo-Indians of the old school, as profound policy. I believe 
that there never was so shallow, so senseless a policy. We gained 
nothing by it. We lowered ourselves in the eyes of those whom we 
meant to flatter. We led them to believe that we attached no import- 
ance to the difference between Christianity and heathenism. Yet how 
vast that difference is ! I altogether abstain from alluding to topics 
which belong to divines. I speak merely as a politician anxious for the 
morality and the temporal well-being of society. And, so speaking, I 
say that to countenance the Brahminical idolatry, and to discountenance 
that religion which has done so much to promote justice, and mercy, and 
freedom, and arts, and sciences, and good government, and domestic 
happiness, which has struck off the chains of the slave, which has 
mitigated the horrors of war, which has raised women from servants 
and playthings into companions and friends, is to commit high treason 
against humanity and civilisation. 

Gradually a better system was introduced. A great man whom we 
have lately lost. Lord Wellesley, led the way. He prohibited the im- 
molation of female children ; and this was the most unquestionable of 
all his titles to the gratitude of his country. In the year 1813 Parlia- 
ment gave new facilities to persons who were desirous to proceed to 
India as missionaries. Lord William Bentinck abolished the Suttee. 
Shortly afterwards the Home Government sent out to Calcutta the im- 
portant and valuable despatch to which reference has been repeatedly 
made in the course of this discussion. That despatch Lord Glenelg 
wrote , — 1 was then at the Board of Control, and can attest the fact, — 
with his own hand. One paragraph, the sixty-second, is of the highest 
moment. I know that paragraph so well that I could repeat it word for 
word. It contains in short compass an entire code of regulations for the 
guidance of British functionaries in matters relating to the idolatry of 
India. The orders of the Home Government were express, that the 
arrangements of the temples should be left entirely to the natives. A 
certain discretion was of course left to the local authorities as to the time 
and manner of dissolving that connection which had long existed between 
the Engli.sh Government and the Brahminical superstition. But the prin- 
ciple was laid down in the clearest manner. This was in February 1833. 
In the year 1838 another despatch was sent, which referred to the sixty- 
second paragraph in Lord (ilenelg’s despatch, and enjoined the Indian 
Government to observe the rules contained in that paragraph. Again, 
in the year 1841, precise orders were sent out on the same subject, 
orders which Lord Ellenborough seems to me to have studied carefully 
for the express purpose of disobeying them point by point, and in the 
most direct manner. You murmur : but only look at the orders of the 
Directors and at the proclamation of the Governor General. The 
orders are, distinctly and positively, that the British authorities in 
India shall have nothing to do with the temples of the natives, shall 
make no presents to those temples, ^all not decorate those temples, 
shall not pay any military honour to those temples. Now, Sir, the 
first charge which I bring against Lord Ellenborough is, that he 
has been guilty of an act of gross disobedience, that he has done that 
which was forbidden in the strongest terms by those from whom his 
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power is derived. The Home Government says, Do not interfere in the 
concerns of heathen temples. Is it denied that Lord Ellenborough has 
interfered in the concerns of a heathen temple ? The Home Government 
says, Make no presents to heathen temples. Is it denied that Lord 
Ellenborough has proclaimed to all the world his intention to make a 
present to a heathen temple? The Home Government says, Do not 
decorate heathen temples. Is it denied that Lord Ellenborough has pro- 
claimed to all the world his intention to decorate a heathen temple ? 'Fhe 
Home Government says, Do not send troops to do honour to heathen 
temples. Is it denied that Lord Ellenborough sent a body of troops to 
escort these gates to a heathen temple ? To be sure, the honourable 
gentleman the Secretary of the Board of Control tries to get rid of this 
part of the case in rather a whimsical manner. He says that it is impos- 
sible to believe that, by sending troops to escort the gates, Lord Ellen- 
borough can have meant to pay any mark of respect to an idol. And 
why? Because, says the honourable gentleman, the Court of Directors 
had given positive orders that troops should not be employed to pay 
marks of respect to idols. Why, Sir, undoubtedly, if it is to be taken 
for granted that Lord Ellenborough is a perfect man, if all our reasonings 
are to proceed on the supposition that he cannot do wrong, then I admit 
the force of the honourable gentleman’s argument. But it seems to me a 
strange and dangerous thing to infer a man’s innocence merely from the 
flagrancy of his guilt. It is certain that the Home authorities ordered 
the Governor General not to employ the troops in the service of a temple. 
It is certain that Lord Ellenborough employed the troops to escort a 
trophy, an oblation, which he sent to the restored temple of Somnauth. 
Yes, the restored temple of Somnauth. Those are his lordship’s words. 
They have given rise to some discu.ssion, and seem not to be understood 
by everybody in the same sense. We all know that ibis temple is in 
ruins. I am confident that Lord Ellenborough knew it to be in ruins, 
and that his intention was to rebuild it at the public charge. That is the 
obvious meaning of his words. But, as this meaning is so monstrous 
that nobody here can venture to defend it, his friends pretend that he 
believed the temple to have been already restored, and that he had no 
thought of being himself the restorer. How can I believe this? How 
can I believe that, when he issued this proclamation, he knew nothing 
about the state of the temple to which he proposed to make an offering 
of such importance ? He evidently knew that it had once been in ruins ; 
or he would not have called it the restored temple. Why am I to sup- 
pose that he imagined it to have been rebuilt ? He had people about 
him who knew it well, and who could have told him that it was in ruins 
still. To say that he was not aware that it was in ruins is to say that he 
put forth his proclamation without taking the trouble to ask a single 
question of those who were close at hand and were perfectly competent 
to give him information. Why, Sir, this defence is itself an accusation. 
I defy the honourable gentleman the Secretary of the Board of Control, I 
defy all human ingenuity, to get his lordship clear off from both the 
horns of this dilemma. Either way, he richly deserves a parliamentary 
censure. Either he published this proclamation in the recklessness of 
utter ignorance without making the smallest inquiry ; or else he, an 
English and a Christian Governor, meant to build a temple to a heathen 
god at the public charge, in direct defiance of the commands of his official 
superiors. Turn and twist the matter which way you will, you can make 
nothinfir else of it. The stain is like the stain of Blue Beard’s key. in the 
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nursery tale. As soon as you have scoured one side clean, the spot 
comes out on the other. 

So much for the first charge, the charge of disobedience. It is fully 
made out : but it is not the heaviest charge which I bring against Lord 
Ellenborough. I charge him with having done that which, even if it had 
not been, as it was, strictly forbidden by the Home authorities, it would 
still have been a high crime to do. He ought to have known, without 
any instructions from home, that it was his duty not to take part in dis- 
putes among the false religions of the East ; that it was his duty, in his 
official character, to show no marked preference for any of those religions, 
and to offer no marked insult to any. But, Sir, he has paid unseemly 
homage to one of those religions ; he has grossly insulted another ; and he 
has selected as the object of his homage the very worst and most degrading 
of those religions, and as the object of his insults the best and purest of 
them. The homage was paid to Lingamism. The insult was offered to 
Mahometanism. Lingamism is not merely idolatry, but idolatry in its 
most pernicious form. The honourable gentleman the Secretary of the 
Board of Control seemed to think that he had achieved a great victory 
when he had made out that his lordship’s devotions had been paid, not 
to Vishnu, but to Siva. Sir, Vishnu is the preserving Deity of the 
Hindoo Mythology ; Siva is the destroying Deity; and, as far as I have 
any preference for one of your Governor General’s gods over another, I 
confess that my own tastes would lead me to prefer the preserving to the 
destroying power. Yes, Sir ; the temple of Somnauth was sacred to 
Siva ; and the honourable gentleman cannot but know by what emblem 
Siva is represented, and with what rites he is adored. I will say no 
more. The Governor General, Sir, is in some degree protected by the 
very magnitude of his offence. I am ashamed to name those things to 
which he is not ashamed to pay public reverence. I'his god of destruc- 
tion, whose images and whose worship it would be a violation of decency 
to describe, is selected as the object of homage. As the object of insult 
is selected a religion which has borrowed much of its theology and much 
of its morality from Christianity, a religion which in the midst of Poly- 
theism teaches the unity of God, and, in the midst of idolatry, strictly 
proscribes the worship of images. The duty of our Government is, as I 
said, to take no part in the disputes between Mahometans and idolaters. 
But, if our Government does take a part, there cannot- be a doubt that 
Mahometanism is entitled to the preference. Lord Ellenborough is of a 
different opinion. He takes away the gates from a Mahometan mosque, 
and solemnly offers them as a gift to a Pagan temple. Morally, this is a 
crime. Politically, it is a blunder. Nobody who knows anything of the 
Mahometans of India can doubt that this affront to their faith will excite 
their fiercest indignation. Their susceptibility on such points is extreme. 
Some of the most serious disasters that have ever befallen us in India 
have been caused by that susceptibility. Remember what happened at 
Vellore in 1806, and more recently at Bangalore. The mutiny of Vellore 
was caused by a slight shown to the Mahometan turban ; the mutiny of 
Bangalore, by disrespect said to have been shown to a Mahometan place 
of worship. If a Governor General had been induced by his zeal for 
Christianity to offer any affront to a mosque held in high veneration by 
Mussulmans, I should think that he had been guilty of indiscretion such 
as proved him to be unfit for his post. But to affront a mosque of 
peculiar dignity, not from zeal for Christianity, but for the sake of this 
loathsome god of destruction, is nothing short of madness. Some 
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temporary popularity Lord Ellenborough may no doubt gain in some 
quarters. I hear, and I can well believe, that some bigoted Hindoos have 
hailed this proclamation with delight, and have begun to entertain a hope 
that the British Government is about to take their worship under its peculiar 
protection. But how long will that hope last ? I presume that the right 
honourable Baronet the First Lord of the Treasury does not mean to suffer 
India to be governed on Brahminical principles. I presume that he will 
not allow the public revenue to be expended in rebuilding temples, adorn- 
ing idols, and hiring courtesans. I have no doubt that there is already 
on the way to India such ah admonition as will prevent Lord Ellen- 
borough from persisting in the course on which he has entered. The 
consequence will be that the exultation of tlie Brahmins will end in mor- 
tification and anger. See then of what a complication of faults the Gov- 
ernor General is guilty. In order to curry favour with the Hindoos he 
has offered an inexpiable insult to the Mahometans ; and now, in order 
to quiet the English, he is forced to disappoint and disgust the Hindoos. 
But, apart from the irritating effect which these transactions must pro- 
duce on every part of the native population, is it no evil to have this con- 
tinual wavering and changing? This is not the only case in which Lord 
Ellenborough has, with great pomp, announced intentions which he has 
not been able to carry into effect. It is his Lordship’s habit. He put 
forth a notification that his Durbar was to be honoured by the presence 
of Dost Mahomed. Then came a notification that Dost Mahomed would 
not make his appearance there. In the proclamation which we are now 
considering his lordship announced to all the princes of India his resolu- 
tion to set up these gates at Somnauth. The gates, it is now universally 
admitted, will not be set up there. All India will see that the Govenior 
General has changed his mind. The change may be imputed to mere 
fickleness and levity. It may be imputed to the disapprobation with 
which his conduct has been regarded here. In either case he appears 
in a light in which it is much to be deplored that a Governor General 
should appear. 

So much for the serious side of this business ; and now for the ludicrous 
side. Even in our mirth, however, there is sadness ; for it is no light 
thing that he who represents the British nation in India should be a jest 
to the people of India. We have sometimes sent them governors whom 
they loved, and sometimes governors whom they feared ; but they never 
before had a governor at whom they laughed. Now, however, they 
laugh ; and how can we blame them for laughing, when all Europe and 
all America are laughing too? You see. Sir, that the gentlemen opposite 
cannot keep their countenances. And no wonder. Was such a State 
paper ever seen in our language before ? And what is the plea set up for 
all this bombast ? Why, the honourable gentleman the Secretary of the 
Board of Control brings down to the House some translations of Persian 
letters from native princes. Such letters, as everybody knows, are written 
in a most absurd and turgid style. The honourable gentleman forces us 
to hear a good deal of this detestable rhetoric ; and then he asks why, if 
the secretaries of the Nizam and the King of Oude use all the.se tropes and 
hyperboles. Lord Ellenborough should not indulge in the same sort of 
eloquence? The honourable gentleman might as well ask why Lord 
Ellenborough should not sit cross-legged, why he should not let his 
beard grow to his waist, why he should not wear a turban, why he 
should not hang trinkets all about his person, why he should not ride 
about Calcutta on a horse jingling with bells and glittering with false 
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pearls. The native princes do these things ; and why should not he ? 

Why, Sir, simply because he is not a native prince, but an English 

Governor General. When the people of India see a Nabob or a Rajah 

in all his gaudy finery, they bow to him with a certain respect. 

They know that the splendour of his garb indicates superior rank and 
wealth. But if Sir Charles Metcalfe had so bedizened himself, they 
would have thought that he was out of his wits. They are not such fools 
as the honourable gentleman takes them for. Simplicity is not their 
fashion. But they understand and respect the simplicity of our fashions. 
Our plain clothing commands far more reverence than all the jewels which 
the most tawdry Zemindar wears ; and our plain language carries with 
it far more weight than the florid diction of the most ingenious Per- 
sian scribe. The plain language and the plain clothing are inseparably 
associated in the minds of our subjects with superior knowledge, with 
superior energy, with superior veracity, with all the high and commanding 
qualities which erected, and which still uphold, our empire. Sir, if, as 
the speech of the honourable gentleman the Secretary of the Board of 
Control seems to indicate, Lord Ellenborough has adopted this style on 
principle, if it be his lordship’s deliberate intention to mimic, in his State 
papers, the Asiatic modes of thought and expression, that alone would be 
a reason for recalling him. But the honourable gentleman is mistaken 
in thinking that this proclamation is in the Oriental taste. It bears no 
resemblance to the very bad Oriental compositions which he has read to 
us, nor to any other Oriental compositions that I ever saw. It is neitlier 
English nor Indian. It is not original, however ; and I will tell the 
House where the Governor General found his models. He has apparently 
been studying the rants of the French Jacobins during the period of their 
ascendency, the Carmagnoles of the Convention, the proclamations issued 
by the Directory and its Proconsuls : and he has been seized with a 
desire to imitate those compositions. The pattern which he seems to have 
especially proposed to himself is the rhodomontade in which it was an* 
nounced that the modern Gauls were marching to Rome in order to avenge 
the fate of Dumnorix and Vercingetorex. Everybody remembers those 
lines in which revolutionary justice is described by Mr Canning : — 

“Not she in British courts who takes her stand, 

The dawdling balance dangling in her hand ; 

But firm, erect, with keen reverted glance, 

The avenging angel of regenerate France, 

Who visits ancient sins on modern times, 

And punishes the Pope for Ccesar’s crimes.” 

In the same spirit and in the same style our Governor General has 
proclaimed his intention to retaliate on the Mussulmans beyond the 
mountains the insults which their ancestors, eight hundred years ago, 
offered to the idolatry of the Hindoos. To do justice to the Jacobins, 
however, I must say that they had an excuse which was wanting to the 
noble lord. The revolution had made almost as great a change in literary 
tastes as in political institutions. The old masters of French eloquence 
had shared the fate of the old states and of the old parliaments. I'he 
highest posts in the administration were filled by persons who had no ex- 
perience of affairs, who in the general confusion had raised themselves by 
audacity and quickness of natural parts, uneducated men, or half educated 
men, who had no notion that the style in which they had heard the heroes 
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and villains of tragedies declaim on the stage was not the style of real 
warriors and statesmen. But was it for an English gentleman, a man of 
distinguished abilities and cultivated mind, a man who had sate many 
years in parliament, and filled some of the highest posts in the State, to 
copy the productions of such a school ? 

But, it is said, what does it matter if the noble lord has written a 
foolish rhapsody which is neither prose nor verse ? Is affected phraseology 
a subject for parliamentary censure ? What great ruler can be named 
who has not committed errors much more serious than the penning of a 
few sentences of turgid nonsense ? This, I admit, sounds plausible. It 
is quite true that very eminent men, Lord Somers, for example, Sir 
Robert Walpole, Lord Chatham and his son, all committed faults which 
did much more harm than any fault of style can do. But I beg the House 
to observe this, that an error which produces the most serious consequences 
may not necessarily prove that the man who has committed it is not a 
very wise man ; and that, on the other hand, an error v'hich directly pro- 
duces no important consequences may prove the man who has committed 
it to be quite unfit for public trust. Walpole committed a ruinous error 
when he yielded to the public cry for war with Spain. But, notwithstanding 
that error, he was an eminently wise man. Caligula, on tlie other hand, 
when he marched his soldiers to the beach, made them fill their helmets 
with cockle-shells, and sent the shells to be placed in the Capitol as trophies 
of his conquests, did no great harm to anybody ; but he surely proved that 
he was quite incapable of governing an empire. Mr Pitt’s expedition to 
Quiberon was most ill judged, and ended in defeat and disgrace. Yet 
Mr Pitt was a statesman of a very high order. On the other hand, 
such ukases as those by which the Emperor Paul used to regulate the 
dress of the people of Petersburg, though they caused much less misery 
than the slaughter at Quiberon, proved that the Emperor Paul could 
not safely be trusted with power over his fellow-creatures. One day he 
forbade the wearing of pantaloons. Another day he forbade his subjects 
to comb their hair over their foreheads. Then he prosci ibed round hats. 
A young Englishman, the son of a merchant, thought to evade this 
decree by going about the city in a hunting cap. Then came out an 
edict which made it penal to wear on the head a round thing such ns the 
luiglish merchant’s son wore.. Now, Sir, I say that, when 1 examine the 
substance of Lord Ellenborough’s proclamation, and consider all the con- 
sequences which that paper is likely to produce, I am forced to say that 
he has committed a grave moral and political offence. When I examine 
the style, I see that he has committed an act of eccentric folly, much of 
the same kind with Caligula’s campaign against the cockles, and with 
the ICmperor Paul’s ukase against round hats. Consider what an extra- 
vagant selfconfidence, what a disdain for the examples of his great pre- 
decessors and for the opinions of the ablest and most experienced men 
who are now to be found in the Indian services, this strange document 
indicates. Surely it might have occurred to Lord Ellenborough that, if 
this kind of eloquence had been likely to produce a favourable impres- 
sion on the minds of Asiatics, such Governors as Warren Hastings, Mr 
Pdphinstone, Sir Thomas Miinro, and Sir Charles Metcalfe, men who 
were as familiar with the language and manners of the native popillation 
of India as any man here can be with the language and manners of the 
French, would not have left the discovery to be made by a new comer 
who did not know any Eastern tongue. Surely, too, it might have 
occurred to the noble lord 'that, before he put forth such a proclamation. 
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he would do well to ask some person who knew India intimately what 
the effect both on the Mahometans and Hindoos was likely to be. I 
firmly believe that the Governor General either did not ask advice or 
acted in direct opposition to advice. Mr Maddock was with his lord- 
ship as acting Secretary. Now I know enough of Mr Maddock to be 
quite certain that he never counselled the Governor General to publish 
such a paper. I will pawn my life that he either was never called upon 
to give an opinion, or that he gave an opinion adverse to the course 
which has been taken. No Governor General who was on good terms 
with the civil service would have been, I may say, permitted to expose 
himself thus. Lord William Bentinck and Lord Auckland were, to be 
sure, the last men in the world to think of doing such a thing as this. But 
if either of those noble lords, at some unlucky moment when he was not 
quite himself, when his mind was thrown off the balance by the pride 
and delight of an extraordinary success, had proposed to put forth such a 
proclamation, he would have been saved from committing so great a 
mistake by the respectful but earnest remonstrances of those in whom he 
placed confidence, and who were solicitous for his honour. From the 
appearance of this proclamation, therefor^ I infer that the terms on which 
Load Ellenborough is with the civil servants of the Company are such 
that those servants could not venture to offer him counsel when he most 
needed it. 

For these reasons, Sir, I think the noble lord unfit for high public trust. 
Let us, then, consider the nature of the public trust which is now reposed 
in him. Are gentlemen aware that, even when he is at Calcutta, sur- 
rounded by his councillors, his single voice can carry any resolution con- 
cerning the executive administration against them all ? They can object ; 
they can protest ; they can record their opinions in writing, and can 
require him to give in writing his reasons for persisting in his own 
course : but they must then submit. On the most important questions, 
on the question whether a war shall be declared, on the question whether 
a treaty shall be concluded, on the question whether the whole system of 
land revenue established in a great province shall be changed, his single 
vote weighs down the votes of all who sit at the Board with him. The 
right honourable Baronet opposite is a powerful minister, a more power- 
ful minister than any that we have seen during many years. But I will 
venture to say that his power over the people of England is nothing 
when compared with the power which the Governor General possesses 
over the people of India. Such is Lord Ellenborough’s power when he 
is with his council, and is to some extent held in check. But where is 
he now? He has given his council the slip. He is alone. He has near 
him no person who is entitled and bound to offer advice, asked or un- 
asked : he asks no advice : and you cannot expect men to outstep the 
strict line of their official duty by obtruding advice on a superior by 
whom it would be ungraciously received. The danger of having«a rash 
and flighty Governor General is sufficiently serious at the very best. But 
the danger of having Such a Governor General up the country, eight or 
nine hundred miles from any person who has a rignt to remonstrate with 
him, is fearful indeed. Interests so vast, that the most sober language 
in which they can be described sounds hyperbolical, are entrusted to a 
single man ; to a man who, whatever his parts may be, and they are 
doubtless considerable, has shown an indiscretion and temerity almost 
beyond belief ; to a man who lias been only a few months in India ; to a 
man who takes no counsel with those who are w'ell acquainted with India. 
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I cannot sit down without addressing myself to those Directors pf the 
East India Company who are present. I exhort them to consider the 
heavy i^sponsibility which rests on them. They have the power to recall 
Lord EUenborough ; and I tmst that they will not hesitate to exercise 
that power. This is the advice of one who lias been their servant, who 
has served them loyally, and who is still sincerely anxious for their 
credit and for the welfare of the empire of which they are the guardians. 
But if, from whatever cause, they are unwilling to recall the noble lord, 
then I implore them to take care that he be immediately ordered to re- 
turn to Calcutta. Who can say what new freak we may hear of by the 
next mail ? I am quite confident that neither the Court of Directors nor 
Her Majesty’s Ministers can look forward to the arrival of that mail 
without great uneasiness. Therefore 1 say, send l.ord EUenborough back 
to Calcutta. There at least he will find persons who have a right to 
advise him and to expostulate with him, and who will, I doubt not, have 
also the spirit to do so. It is something that he will be forced to record his 
reasons for what he does. It is something that he will be forced to hear 
reasons against his propositions. It is something that a delay, though 
only of twenty-four hours, will be interposed between the first conception 
of a wild scheme and the execution. I am afraid that these checks will 
not be sufficient to prevent much evil : but they are not absolutely nuga- 
tory. I entreat the Directors to consider in what a position they will 
stand if, in consequence of their neglect, some serious calamity should 
befall the country which is confided to their care. I will only say, in 
conclusion, that, if there be any use in having a Council of India, if it be 
not meant that the members of Council should draw large salaries for 
doing nothing, if they are really appointed for the purpose of assisting 
and restraining the Governor, it is to the last degree absurd that their 
powers should be in abeyance when there is a Governor who, of all the 
the Governors that ever England sent to the East, stands most in need 
both of assistance and of restraint. ^ 


A speech 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 19TH 
OF February 1844. 

On the thirteenth of February 184-1^, Lord John Russell moved for a Committee of the 
whole House to take into consideration the state of Ireland. After a discussion of 
nin* nights the motion was rejected by 334 votes to 335. On the fifth night of the 
debate the foibwing Speech was made. 

I CANNOT refrain. Sir, from congratulating you and the House that I 
did not catch your eye when I rose before. 1 should have been extremely 
sorry to have prevented any Irish member from addressing the House on 
a question so interesting to , Ireland, but peculiarly sorry to have stood in 
the way of tlie honourable gentleman who to-night pleaded the cause of 
his country with so much fotce and eloquence.* ■ 

♦ Mr J. O’Brien. 

^ m ti 
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I am sorry to say that 1 cannot reconcile it to my conscience to follow 
the advice which has been just given me by my honourable friend the 
Member for Pomfret,* with all the authority which, as he has reminded 
us, belongs to his venerable youth. I cannot at all agree with him in 
thinking that the wisest thing that we can do is to suffer Her Majesty’s 
Ministers to go on in their own way, seeing that the way in which they 
have long l)een going on is an exceedingly bad one. I support the motion 
of my noble friend for these plain reasons. 

First, I hold that Ireland is in a most unsatisfactory, indeed in a most 
dangerous, state. 

Secondly, I hold that for the state in which Ireland is Her Majesty’s 
Ministers are in a ^eat measure accountable, and that they have not 
shown, either as legislators or as administrators, that they are capable of 
remedying the evils which they have caused. 

Now, Sir, if I make out these two propositions, it will follow that it 
is the constitutional right and duty of the representatives of the nation to 
interfere ; and I conceive that my noble friend, by moving for a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, has proposed a mode of interference which 
is both parliamentary and convenient. 

My first proposition, Sir, will scarcely be disputed. Both sides of the 
House are fully agreed in thinking that the condition of Ireland may well 
excite great anxiety and apprehension. That island, in extent about one 
fourth of the United Kingdom, in population more than one-fourth, supe- 
rior probably in natural fertility to any area of equal size in Europe, 
possessed of natural facilities for trade such as can nowhere else be found 
m an equal extent of coast, an inexhaustible nursery of gallant soldiers, a 
country far more important to the prosperity, the strength, the dignity of 
this great empire than all our distant dependencies together, than the 
Canadas and the West Indies added to Southern Africa, to Australasia, 
to Ceylon, and to the vast dominions of the Moguls, that island. Sir, is 
acknowledged by all t» be so ill affected and so turbulent that it must, in 
any estimate of our power, be not added but deducted. You admit that 
you govern that island, not as you govern England and Scotland, but 
as you govern your new conquests in Scinde j not by means of the 
respect which the people feel for the laws, but by means of bayonets, of 
artillery, of entrenched camps. 

My first proposition, then, I take to be conceded. Ireland is in a 
dangerous st^te. The question which remains to be considered is, whether 
for the state in which Ireland is Her Majesty’s Ministers are to be held 
accountable. 

Now, Sir, I at once admit that the distempers of Ireland must in part 
be attributed to causes for which neither Her Majesty’s present Ministers 
nor any public men now living can justly be held accountable. I will not 
trouble the House with a long dissertation on those causes. But it is neces- 
sary, I think, to take at least a rapid glance at them ; and in order to do so. 
Sir, we must go back to a period not only anterior to the birth of the states- 
men who are now arrayed against each other on the right and left of your 
chair, but anterior to the birth even of the great parties of which those 
statesmen are the leaders ; anterior to the days when fbe names of Toiy 
and Whig, of court; party and countfy party, , of oavaUer and roundhead, 
eame into use ; ah^e^dor to the existence of those Puritans tb whofen the 
honourable Member for Shrewsbury,*!* in a very ingenious speech, ascribed 
the csalamities of Ireland. 

' *MrR. Milnes. 


t Mr tHsraeU. 
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The primary cause is, no doubt, the manner in which Ireland became 
subject to the English crown. The annexation was effected by conquest,* 
and by conquest of a peculiar kind. It was not a conquest such as we 
have been accustomed to see in modern Europe. It was not a conquest 
like that which united Artois and Franche Comte to France, or Silesia 
to Prussia. It was the conquest of a race by a race, such a conquest as 
that which established the dominion of the Spaniard over the American 
Indian, or of the Mahratta over the peasant of Guzerat or Tanjore. Of 
all forms of tyranny, I believe that the worst is that of a nation over a 
nation. Populations separated by seas and mountain ridges may call each 
other natural enemies, may wage long wars with each other, may recount 
with pride the victories which they have gained over each other, and 
])oint to the flags, the guns, the ships which they have won from each 
other. But no enmity that ever existed between such populations 
approaches in bitterness the mutual enmity felt by populations which are 
locally intermingled, but which have never morally and politically amalga- 
mated ; and such were the English ry and the Irishry. Yet it might 
have been hoped that the lapse of time and the progress of civilisa- 
tion would have effaced the distinction between the oppressors and the 
oppressed. Our island had suffered cruelly from the .same evil. Here 
the Saxon had trampled on the Celt, the Dane on the Saxon, the Norman 
on Celt, Saxon, and Dane. Yet in the course of ages all the four races 
had been fused together to form the great English people. A similar 
fusion would probably have taken place in Ireland, but for the Refor- 
mation. The English settlers adopted the Protestant doctrines which 
were received in England. The Aborigines alone, among all the nations 
of the north of Europe, adhered to the ancient faith. Thus the line of 
demarcation between the two populations was deepened and widened. 
The old enmity was reinforceci by a new enmity stronger still. Then 
came those events to which the honourable Member for Shrewsbury 
referred. The spirit of liberty in England was closely allied with the 
spirit of Puritanism, and was mortally hostile to the Papacy. Such men 
as Hampden, Vane, Milton, Locke, though zealous generally for civil 
and spiritual freedom, yet held that the Roman Catholic worship had no 
claim to toleration. On the other hand, all the four kings of the House of 
Stuart showed far more favour to Roman Catholics than to any class of 
Protestant nonconformists. James the First at one time had some hopes 
of effecting a reconciliation with the Vatican. Charles the First entered 
into secret engagements to grant an indulgence to Roman Catholics. 
Charles the Second was a concealed Roman Catholic. James the Second 
was an avowed Roman Catholic. Consequently, through the whole of the 
seventeenth century, the freedom of Ireland and the slavery of England 
meant the same thing. The watchwords, the badges, the names, the places, 
the days, which in the mind of an Englishman were associated with de- 
liverance, prosperity, national dignity, were in the mind of an Irishman 
associated with bondage, ruin, and degradation. The memory of William 
the Third, the anniversary of the battle of the Boyne, are instances. I 
was much struck by a circumstance which occurred on a day which I 
have every reason to remember with gratitude and pride, the day on 
which I had the high honour of being declared one of the first two mem- 
bers for the great borough of Leeds. My chair was covered with orange 
ribands. The horses which drew it could hardly be seen for the pro- 
fusion of orange -coloitied finery with which they were adorned. Orange; 
cockades were in all the hats ; orange favours at all the windows. Artel 
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my supporters, I need not say, were men who had, like myself, been 
ftealous for Catholic emancipation. I could not help remarking that the 
badge seemed rather incongruous. But I was told that the friends of 
Catholic emancipation in Yorkshire had always rallied under the orange 
banner, that orange was the colour of Sir George Savile, who brought in 
that bill which caused the No Popery riots of 1780, and that the very 
chair in which I sate was the chair in which Lord Milton, now Earl 
P'itzwilliam, had triumphed after the great victory which he won in 1807 
over the No Popery party, then headed by the house of Harewood. I 
thought how different an effect that procession would have produced at 
Limerick or Cork, with what howls of rage and hatred the Roman 
Catholic population of those cities would have pursued that orange flag 
which, to every Roman Catholic in Yorkshire, was the memorial of con- 
tests maintained in favour of his own dearest rights. This circumstance, 
however slight, well illustrates the singular contrast between the history 
of England and the histoi7 of Ireland. 

Well, Sir, twice during the seventeenth century the Irish rose up 
against the English colony. Twice they w^ere completely put down ; and 
twice they were severely chastised. The first rebellion was cnished by 
Oliver Cromw'ell ; the second by William the Third. Those great men 
did not use their victory exactly in the same way. The policy of Crom- 
well was wise, and strong, and straightforward, and cruel. It was com- 
prised in one word, which, as Clarendon tells us, was often in the mouths 
of the Englishry of that time. That word w'as extirpation. The object 
of Cromwell was to make Ireland thoroughly Anglo-Saxon and Protestant. 
If he had lived twenty years longer he might perhaps have accomplished 
that work : but he died while it was incomplete ; and it died with him. 
The policy of William, or to speak more correctly, of those whose inclina- 
tions William was under the necessity of consulting, was less able, less 
energetic, and, though ' more humane in seeming, perhaps not more 
humane in reality. Extirpation was not attempted. The Irish Roman 
Catholics were permitted to live, to be fruitful, to replenish the earth ; 
but they were doomed to be what the Helots were in Sparta, what the 
Greeks were under the Ottoman, what the blacks now are at New York. 
Every man of the subject caste was strictly excluded from public trust. 
Take what path he might in life, he was crossed at every step by some 
vexatious restriction. It was only by being obscure and inactive that he 
could, on his native soil, be safe. If he aspired to be powerful and 
honoured, he must l^gin by being an exile. If he pined for military 
glory, he might gain a cross or peiTiaps a Marshal’s staff in the armies of 
France or Austria. If his vocation was to politics, he might distinguish 
himself in the diplomacy of Italy or Spain. But at home he was a mere 
Gibeonite, a hewer of wood and a drawer of water. The statute book of 
Ireland was filled with enactments which furnish to the Roman Catholics 
but too good a ground for recriminating on us when we talk of the bar- 
barities of Bonner and Gardiner ; and the harshness of those odious laws 
was aggravated by a more odious adminstration. For, bad as the legis- 
lators were, the magistrates were worse still. In those evil times 
that roost unhappy hostility between landlord and tenant, 
which is one of the peculiar curses of Ireland. Oppression and 
tttrbhlience reciprocally generated each other. The combination of 
nistk .tyrants was resisted by gangs of rustic banditti. Courts of 
law a>ia juries existed only fenr the benefit of the dominant sect. 
T1 k»^ priests who were revered by millions as their iiatural advisers 
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and guardians, as the only authorised expositors of Christian truth, 
as the only authorised dispensers of the Christian sacraments, were 
treated by the squires and squireens of the ruling faction as no 
good-natured man would treat the vilest beggar. In this manner a cen- 
tury passed away. Then came the French Revolution and the great 
awakening of the mind of Europe. It would have been wonderful indeed 
if, when the happiest and most tranquil nations Were agitated by vague 
discontents and vague hopes, Ireland had remained at rest. Jacobinism, 
it is true, was not a very natural ally of the Roman Catholic religion. 
But common enmities produce strange coalitions ; and a strange coalition 
was formed. There was a third great rising of the aboriginal population 
of the island against English and Protestant ascendency. "I'hat rising 
was put down by the sword ; and it became the duty of ihost who were 
at the head of affairs to consider how the victory should be used. 

I shall not be suspected of being partial to the memory of Mr Pitt. 
But I cannot refuse to him the praise both of wisdom and of humanity, 
when I compare the plan w'hich he formed in that hour of triumph with 
the plans of those English mlers who had before him governed Ireland. 
Of Mr Pitt’s plan the Union was a part, an excellent and an essential 
part indeed, but still only a part. Wc shall do great injustice both to his 
head and to his heart, if we forget that he was permitted to carry into 
effect only some unconnected portions of a comprehensive and well- 
concerted scheme. He wished to blend, not only the parliaments, but 
the nations, and to make the two islands one in interest and affection. 
With that view the Roman Catholic disabilities were to be removed : the 
Roman Catholic priests were to be placed in a comfortable and honour- 
able position ; and measures were to be taken for the purpose of giving 
to Roman Catholics the benefits of liberal education. In truth, Mr 
Pitt’s opinions on those subjects had, to a great extent, been derived from 
a mind even more powerful and capacious tlian his own, from the mind 
of Mr Burke. If the authority of these two great men had prevailed, I 
believe that the Union with Ireland would now have been as secure, and 
as much beyond the reach of agitation, as the Union with Scotland. The 
Parliament in College Green would liave been remembered as what it 
was, the most tyrannical, the most venal, the most unprincipled asscmldy 
that ever sate on the face of this earth. I do not think that, by saying 
this, I can give offence to any gentleman from Ireland, however zealous 
for Repeal he may be : for 1 only repeat the language of Wolfe Tone. 
Wolfe Tone said that he had seen more deliberative assemblies than most 
men ; that he had seen the English Parliament, the American Congress, 
the French Council of Elders and Council of Five Hundred, the Batavian 
Convention ; but that he had nowhere found anything like the baseness 
and impudence of the scoundrels, as he called them, at Dublin. If Mr 
Pitt’s whole plan had been carried into execution, that infamous parlia- 
ment, that scandal to the name of parliament, would have perished unre- 

f retted ; and the last day of its existence would have been remembered 
y the Roman Catholics of Ireland as the first day of their civil and 
religious liberty. The great boon which he would have conferred on them 
would have been gratefully received, because it could not have been 
ascribed to fear, because it would have been a boon bestowed by the 
powerful on the weak, by the victor on the vanquished. Unhappily, of 
all his projects for the benefit of Ireland the Union alone was carried into 
effect ; and therefore that Union was an Union only in name. The Irish 
found that they had parted with at least the name and show of independ- 
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«tice, and that for this sacrifice of national pride they were to receive no 
compensation. The Union, which ought to have been associated in their 
minds with freedom and justice, was associated only with disappointed 
hopes and forfeited pledges. Yet it was not even then too late. It was 
not too late in 1813. It was not too late in 1821. It was not too late 
in 1825. Yes : if, even in 1825, some men who then were, as they now 
are, high in the service of the crown, could have made up their minds to 
do what they were forced to do four years later, that great work of con- 
ciliation which Mr Pitt had meditated might have been accomplished. 
The machinery of agitation was not yet fully organized ; the Government 
was under no strong pressure ; and therefore concession might still have 
been received with thankfulness. That opportunity was suffered to 
escape ; and it never returned. 

In 1829, at length, concessions were made, were made largely, were 
made without the conditions which Mr Pitt would undoubtedly have 
demanded, and to which, if demanded by Mr Pitt, the whole body of 
Roman Catholics would have eagerly assented. But those concessions 
were made reluctantly, made ungraciously, made under duress, made 
from the mere dread of civil war. How then was it possible that they 
should produce contentment and repose? What could be the effect of 
that sudden and profuse liberality following that long and obstinate 
resistance to the most reasonable demands, except to teach the Irishman 
that he could obtain redress only by turbulence? Could he forget that 
he had been, during eight and twenty years, supplicating Parliament for 
justice, urging those unanswerable arguments which prove that the rights 
of conscience ought to be held sacred, claiming the performance of pro- 
mises made by ministers and princes, and that he had supplicated, argued, 
claimed the performance of promises in vain ? Could he forget that two 
generations of the most profound thinkers, the most brilliant wits, the 
most eloquent orators, had written and spoken for him in vain? Could 
he forget that the greatest statesmen who took his part had paid dear for 
their generosity ? Mr Pitt endeavoured to redeem his pledge; and he 
was driven from office. Lord Grey and Lord Grenville endeavoured to 
do but a very small part of what Mr Pitt had thought right and expe- 
dient ; and they were driven from office. Mr Canning took the same 
side ; and his reward was to be worried to death by the party of which 
he was the brightest ornament. At length, when he was gone, the 
Roman Catholics began to look, not to cabinets and parliaments, but to 
themselves. They displayed a formidable array of physical force, and 
yet kept within, just within, the limits of the law. The consequence was 
that, in two years, more than any prudent friend had ventured to demand 
for them was granted to them by their enemies. Yes ; within two years 
after Mr Canning had been laid in the transept near us, all that he would 
have done, and more than he could have done, was done by his perse- 
cutors. How was it possible that the whole Roman Catholic population 
of Ireland should not take up the notion that from England, or at least 
from the party which then governed and which now governs England, 
nothing is to be got by reason, by entreaty, by patient endurance, but 
everything by intimidation ? That tardy repentance deserved no grati- 
tude, and obtained none. The whole machinery of agitation was com- 
plete and in perfect order. The leaders had tasted the pleasures of 
popularity ; the multitude had tasted the pleasures of excitement. Both 
the demagogue and his audience felt a craving for the daily stimulant. 
Grievances enough remained, God knows, to serve as pretexts for agita- 
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tion : and the whole conduct of the Government had led the sufferers to 
believe that by agitation alone could any grievance be removed. 

Such, Sir, is the history of the rise and progress of the disorders of 
Ireland. Misgovernment, lasting without interruption from the reign of 
Henry the Second to the reign of William the Fourth, has left us an 
immense mass of discontent, which will, no doubt, in ordinary times, 
make the task of any statesman whom the Queen may call to power 
sufficiently difficult. But though this be true, it is not less true, 
that the immediate causes of the extraordinary agitation which 
alarms us at this moment is to be found in the misconduct of Her 
Majesty’s present advisers. For, Sir, though Ireland is always 
combustible, Ireland is not always on fire. We must distinguish 
between the chronic complaints which are to be attributed to remote 
causes, and the acute attack which is brought on by recent impru- 
dence. For though there is always a predisposition to disease in 
that unhappy society, the violent paroxysms come only at intervals. 
I must own that I am indebted for some of my imagery to the 
right honourable Baronet the First Lord of the Treasury. When he sate 
on this bench, and was only a candidate for the great place which he 
now fills, he compared himself to a medical man at the bedside of a 
patient. Continuing his metaphor, I may say that his prognosis, his 
diagnosis, his treatment, have all been wrong, I do not deny that the 
case was difficult. The sufferer was of a very ill habit of body, and had 
formerly suffered many things of many physicians, and, among others, I 
must say, of the right honourable Baronet himself. Still the malady had, 
a very short lime ago, been got under, and kept under by the judicious 
use of lenitives ; and there was reason to hope that if that salutary regi- 
men had been steadily followed, there would have been a speedy im- 
provement in the general health. Unhappily, the new State hygeist 
chose to apply irritants which have produced a succession of convulsive 
fits, each more violent than that which preceded it. To drop the figure, 
it is impossible to doubt that Lord Melbourne’s government was popuLj 
with the great body of tlie Roman Catholics of Ireland. It is impossible 
to doubt that the two Viceroys whom he sent to Ireland were more loved 
and honoured by the Irish people than any Viceroys before whom the 
sword of state has ever been borne. Under the late Government, no 
doubt, the empire was threatened by many dangers ; but, to whatever 
quarter the Ministers might look with .uneasy apprehension, to Ireland 
they could always look with confidence. When bad men raised dis- 
turbances here, when a Chartist rabble fired on the Queen’s soldiers, 
numerous regiments could, without the smallest risk, be spared from 
Ireland. When a rebellion broke out in one of our colonies, — a rebellion 
too which it might have been expected that the Irish would regard with 
favour, for it was a rebellion of Roman Catliolics against Protestant 
rulers, — even then Ireland was true to the general interests of the empire, 
and troops were sent from Munster and Connaught to put down in- 
surrection in Canada. No person will deny that if, in 1840, we had 
unhappily been forced into war, and if a hostile army had landed in Bantry 
Bay, the whole population of Cork and Tipperary would have risen up 
to defend the throne of Her Majesty, and would have offered to the in- 
vaders a resistance as determined as would have been offered by the 
men of Kent or Norfolk. And by what means was this salutary effect 
produced? Not by great legislative reforms : for, unfortunately, that 
Government, though it had the will, had not the power to carry such 
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reforms against the sense of a strong minority in this House, and of a 
decided majority of the Peers, No, Sir ; this effect was produced merely 
by the wisdom, justice, and humanity with which the existing law, de- 
fective as it might be, was administered. The late Government, calum- 
niated and thwarted at every turn, contending against the whole influence 
of the Established Church, and of the great body of the nobility and 
landed gentry, yet did show a disposition to act kindly and fairly 
towards Ireland, and did, to the best of its power, treat Protestants and 
Roman Catholics alike. If we had been as strong as our successors in 
parliamentary support, if we had been able to induce the two Houses to 
follow in le^slation the same principles by which we were guided in 
administration, the Union with Ireland would now have been as secure 
from the assaults of agitators as the Union with Scotland. But this was 
not to be. During six years an opposition, formidable in numbers, for- 
midable in ability, selected as the especial object of the fiercest and 
most pertinacious attacks those very acts of the Government which had, 
after centuries of mutual animosity, half reconciled the two islands. 
Those Lords Lieutenant who, in Ireland, were venerated as no preceding 
Lord Lieutenant had ever been venerated, were here reviled as no pre- 
ceding Ix)rd Lieutenant had ever been reviled. Every action, every word 
which was applauded by the nation committed to their care, was here im- 
puted to them as a crime. Every bill frametl by the advisers of the 
Crown for the benefit of Ireland was either rejected or mutilated. A 
few Roman Catholics of distinguished merit were appointed to situations 
which were indeed below their just claims, but which were higher than 
any member of their Church had filled during many generations. Two 
or three Roman Catholics were sworn of the Council ; one took his seat 
at the Board of Treasury ; another at the Board of Admiralty. There 
was great joy In Ireland ; and no wonder. \\’hat had been done was 
not much ; but the ban had been taken off ; the Emancipation Act, 
which had been little more than a dead letter, was at length a reality. 
But in England all the underlings of the great Tory parW set up a howl 
of rage and hatred worthy of Lord George Gordon s No Popery mob. 
ITie right honourable Baronet now at the head of the Treasury, with his 
usual prudence, abstained from joining in the cry, and was content to 
listen to it, to enjoy it, and to profit by it. But some of those who 
ranked next to him among the chiefs of the opposition, did not imitate his 
politic reserve. One great man -denounced tne Irish as aliens. Another 
called them minions of Popery. Those teachers of religion to whom 
millions looked up with affection and reverence were called by the Pro- 
testant press demon priests and surpliced ruffians, and were denounced 
from the Protestant pulpit as pontiffs of Baal, as false prophets who were 
to be slain with the sword. We were reminded that a Queen of the 
chosen people had in the old time patronised the ministers of idolatry, 
and that her blood had been given to the dogs. Not content with 
throwing out or frittering down every law beneficial to Ireland, not con- 
tent with censuring in severe terms every act of the executive government 
which gave satisfaction in Ireland, you, yes you, who now fill the great 
offices of .state, assumed the offensive. F rom obstruction you proceeded to 
aggression. You brot^ht in a bill which you called a Bill for the Re^ 
gistraticm of Electors in Ireland. then told you that it vi*as a bill 
for the wholesale disfranchisement of the electors of Ireland. We th^ 
proved incontrovertibly that, under pretence of reforming tbe law of pro- 
cedure, you were really altering the substantilre law i; t&tr bf n^ing it 
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(mpossible for any to vindicate hi« right to vote without trouble, 
expense, and loss of time, you were really taking away the votes of tens 
of thousands. You denied all this then. You very coolly admit it all 
now. Am I to believe that you did know it as well in 1841 as in 1844? 
Has one new fact been brought to light? Has one argument been dis- 
covered which was not, three or four years ago, urged twenty, thirty, 
forty times in this House ? Why is it that you have, when in power, 
abstained from proposing that change in the mode of registration which, 
when you were out of power, you represented as indispensable? You 
excuse yourselves by saying that now the responsibilities of office are 
upon you. In plain words, your trick has served its purpose. Your 
ODject, — for I will do justice to your patriotism, — your object was not to 
min your country, but to get in ; and you are in. Such public virtue 
deserved such a reward, a reward which has turned out a punishment, a 
reward which ought to be, while the world lasts, a warning to unscrupu- 
lous ambition. Many causes contributed to place you in your present 
situation. But the chief cause was, beyond all doubt, the prejudice 
W'hich you excited amongst the English against the just and humane 
manner in whicli the late Ministers governed Ireland. In your impa- 
tience for office, you called up the devil of religious intolerance, a devil 
more easily evoked than dismissed. He did your work ; and he holds your 
bond. You once found him an useful slave : hut you have since found him 
a hard master. It was pleasant, no doubt, to be applauded by high church- 
men and low churchmen, by the Sheldonian Theatre and by Exeter Hall. 
It wa.s pleasant to 1 )e described as the champions of the Protestant faith, as 
the men who stood up for the Gospel against that spurious liberality which 
made no distinction lictwecn truth and falsehood. It was pleasant to hear 
your opponents called by every nickname that is to be found in die foul 
vocabulary of the Reverend Hugh Macneill. It wasplea.sant to hear that 
they were the allies of Antichrist, that they were the servants of the man 
of sin, that they were branded with the mark of the Beast. But when all 
this slander and scurrility had raised you to power, when you found that 
you had to manage million.s of those who had been, year after year, con- 
stantly insulted and defamed by yourselves and your lacqueys, your he.arts 
liegan to fail you. Now you tell us tliat you have none but kind and 
respectful feelings towards the Irish Roman Catholics, that you wish to 
conciliate them, that you wish to carry the Emancipation Act into full 
effect, that nothing would give you nune pleasure than to place on the 
>>ench of justice a Roman Catholic lawyer of consen^ative politics, that 
nothing would give you more pleasure than to jdace at the Board of 
Treasury, or at the Bonn! of Admiralty, some Roman Catholic gentleman 
of conservative politics, distinguished by hi* talents for business or debate. 
Your only reason, you assure us, for not promoting Roman Catholics is 
that all the Roman Catholics are your enemies ; and you ask whether any 
Minister can be expected to promote his enemies. For my part I do not 
doubt that you would willingly promote Roman Catholics : for, as I 
have said, 1 give you full credit for not wishing to do your countiy more 
harm than is neccssanr for the purpose of turning out and keeping out 
the Whigs, I also fully admit that you cannot ht blamed for not pro- 
moting your enemies. But what I want to know is, bow it happens that 
all the Roman Catholics in the United Kingdom are your enemies. Was 
such a thing ever heard of before ? Here are six or seven millions of 
people of all professions, of all trades, of all grades of rank, fortune, in- 
tellect, education. Begin with the premier Peer, the Earl Marshal of 
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the realm, the chief of the Howards, the heir of the Mowbrays and Fita* 
alans, and go down through earls, barons, baronets, lawyers, and mer- 
chants, to the very poorest peasant that eats his potatoes without salt in 
Mayo ; and all these millions to a man are arrayed against the Govern* 
ment. How do you explain this ? Is there any natural connection be- 
tween the Roman Catholic theology and the political theories held by 
Whigs and by reformers more democratical than the Whigp? Not only 
is there no natural connection, but there is a natural opposition. Of all 
Christian sects the Roman Catholic Church holds highest the authority 
of antiquity, of tradition, of immemorial usage. Her spirit is eminently 
conservative, nay, in the opinion of all Protestants, conservative to an un- 
reasonable and pernicious extent. A man who has been taught from 
childhood to regard with horror all innovation in religion is surely l«s 
likely than another man to be a hold innovator in politics. It is pro- 
bable that a zealous Roman Catholic, if there were no disturbing cause, 
would be a Tory ; and the Roman Catholics were all Tories till you per- 
secuted them into Whiggism and Radicalism. In the civil war, now 
many Roman Catholics were there in Fairfax's army ? I believe, not one. 
They were all under the banner of Charles the P'irst. When a reward of 
five thousand pounds was offered for Charles the Second alive or dead, 
when to conceal him was to nin a most serious risk of the gallows, it was 
among Roman Catholics that he found shelter. It has been the same in 
other countries. When everything else in France was prostrate before the 
Jacobins, the Roman Catholic peasantry of Brittany and Poitou still 
stood up for the House of Bourbon. Against the gigantic power of 
Napoleon, the Roman Catholic peasantry of the Tyrol maintained unaided 
the cause of the House of Hapsburg. It would be easy to multiply ex- 
amples. And can we believe, in defiance of all reason and of all 
history, that, if the Roman Catholics of the United Kingdom had 
been tolerably well governed, they would not have been attached to 
the Government? In my opinion the Tories never committed so 
great an error as when they scourged away and spumed away the 
Roman Catholics. Mr Burke understood this well. The sentiment 
which, towards the close of his life, held the entire posse-ssion of his mind, 
was a horror, — a morbid horror it at last became, — of Jacobinism, and of 
everything that seemed to him to tend towards Jacobinism ; and, like a 
great statesman and philosopher, — for such he was even in his errons— 
he perceived, and he taught Mr Pitt to perceive, that, in the war against 
Jacobinism, the Roman Catholics were the natural allies of royalty and 
aristocracy. But the help of these allies was contumeliously rejected by 
those politicians who make themselves ridiculous by carousing on Mr 
Pitt's birthday, while they abjure ail Mr Pitt’s principles. The conse- 
quence is, as you are forced to own, that there is not in the whole king- 
dom a Roman Catholic of note who is your friend. Therefore, whatever 
your inclinations may be, you must intrust power in Ireland to Protestants, 
to Ultra-Protestants, to men who, whether they belong to Orange lodges 
or not, are in spirit Oranjgemen. Every appointment which you make 
increases the discontent of the Roman Catholics. The more di$c<mtented 
they are, the less you can venture to employ them. The way in which 
you treated them while you were in opp<»ition has raised in them such a 
dislike and distrust of you that you cannot cany the EmancipaUon Act 
into effect, though, as you tell us, and as I believe, you sincerely desire 
to do so. As respects the offices d* which you dispose, that Ad is null 
and vpid. Of all the booiis which that Act purports to bestouf di Ko* 
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man Catholics they really ^joy only one, admission to Parliament : and 
that th^ would not enjoy if you had been able three years ago to carry 
your Irish Registration Bill. You liave wounded national feeling : you 
have wounded religious feeling : and the animosity which you have 
roused shows itself m a hundred ways, some of which I abhor, some of 
which I lament, but at none of which I can wonder. They are the 
natural effects of insult and injury on quick and ill regulated sensibility. 
You, for your own purposes, inflamed the public mind of England against 
Ireland ; and you have no right to l)e surprised by finding that the public 
mind of Ireland is inflamed against England. You called a fourth part 
of the people of the United Kingdom aliens : and you must not blame 
them for feeling and acting like aliens. You have filled every public 
department with their enemies. What then could you expect but that 
they would set up against vour Lord Lieutenant and your official hier- 
archy^a more powerful chief and a more powerful organization of their 
own ? They remember, and it would be .strange indeed if they had for- 
gotten, what under the same chief, and by a similar organization, they 
extort^ fixim you in 1829 ; and they are determined to try whether you 
are bolder and more obstinate now than then. 

Such are the difficulties of this crisi.s. To a great extent they are of 
your own making. And what have you done in order to get out of 
them ? Great statesmen have sometimes committed great mistakes, and 
yet have by wisdom and firmness extricated themselves from the embar- 
rassments which those mistakes had caused. Let us see whether you are 
entitled to rank among such statesmen. And first, what, — commanding, 
as you do, a great majority in this and in the other House of Parliament, 
—what have you done in the w'ay of legislation? The answer is very 
short and simple. The loginning and end of all your legislation for 
Ireland will be found in the Arms Act of last session. You will hardly 
call that conciliation ; and I shall not call it coercion. It was mere petty 
annoyance. It satisfied nolx)dy. We called on you to redress the 
wron^ of Ireland. Many of your own friends called on you to stifle her 
complaints. One noble anti learned }>erson was so much disgusted by 
your remissness that he employeil his own great abilities anti his own 
valuable time in framing a new coercion bul for you. You were deaf 
alike to us and to him. The whole fruit of your legislative wisdom was 
this one [.mltry teasing police regulation. 

Your executive administration through the wht>le recess has l)cen one 
long Vduncler. The way in which your Ixird l^ieulenant anti his advisers 
acted about the Clontarf meeting would alone justify a severe vote of 
censure. The noble lord, the Secretary for the Colonies,* has told us 
that the Government did all that was pos.sible to caution the |>eopIc 
against attending that meeting, and that it would be unreasonable to cen- 
sure men for not performing impossibilities. Now, Sir, the ministers 
themselves acknowledm that, a.s early as the morning of the Friday which 
preceded the day fixed for the meeting, the Lord Lieutenant determined 
to put forth a proclamation against the meeting. Yet the proclamation 
was not published in Dublin and the suburbs till after nightfdl on 
Saturday. ITte meeting was fixed for the Sunday moming. Will any 
person have the hardihood to assert that it was impos^hle to have a 
proclamation drawn up, printed and circulated, in twenty-four hours, nay 
in six hours ? It U idle to talk of the necessity of weighing well the words 
of auch a document. The Lord Lieutenant should have weighed well the 
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value of the lives of his royal mistress’s subjects. Had he done so, there can 
be no doubt that the proclamation might have been placarded on every 
wall in and near Dublin early in the forenoon of the Saturday* The 
negligence of the Government v»^ould probably have caused the loss of 
many lives but for the interposition of the man whom you are persecuting. 
Fortune stood your friend ; and he stood your friend ; and thus a slaughter 
more terrible than that which took place twenty-five years ago at Man- 
chester was averted. ' 

But you were incorrigible. No sooner had you, by strange good luck, 
got safe out of one scrape, than you made haste to get into another, out 
of which, as far as I can see, you have no chance of escape. You insti- 
tuted the most unwise, the most unfortunate of all state prosecutions. 
You seem not to have at all known what you were doing. It appears 
never to have occurred to you that there was any difference between a 
criminal proceeding which was certain to fix the attention of theVhole 
civilised world and an ordinary ^ui tarn action for a penally. The 
evidence was such and the law such that you were likely to get a verdict 
and a judgment ; and that was enough for you. Now, Sir, in such a case 
as this, the probability of getting the verdict and the judgment is only a 
part, and a very small part, of what a statesman ougfit to consider. 
Before you determined to bring the most able, the most powerful, the 
most popular of your opponents to the bar as a criminal, on account of 
the manner in which he nad opposed you, you ought to have asked your- 
selves whether the decision which you expected to obtain from the 
tribunals would be ratified by the voice of your own country, of foreign 
countries, of posterity ; whether the general opinion of mankind might 
not be that, though you were legally in the right, you were morally in the 
wrong. It was no common person that you weixj l)cnt on punishing. 
About that person I feel, I own, considerable difficulty in saying anything. 
He is placed in a situation which would prevent generous enemies, which 
has prevented all the memljers of this House, with one ignominious 
exception, from assailing him acrimoniously. 1 will try, in si^eaking of 
him, to pay the respect due to eminence and to misfortune without 
violating the respect due to truth. I am convinced that the end which 
he is pursuing is not only mischievous but unattainable : and some of the 
means which he has stooi>cd to use for the purpose of attaining that end 
I regard with deep tlisapprobation. But it is impossible for me not to 
see that the place which he holds in the estimation of his countrymen is 
such as no popular leader in our history, I might perhaps say in the 
history of the world, has ever attained. Nor is the interest which he 
inspires confined to Ireland or to the United Kingdom. Go where you will 
on the Continent : visit any coffee house : dine at any public table : embark 
on board of any steamboat : enter any diligence, any railway carriage x 
from the moment that your accent shows you to be an Englishman, the 
very first question asked bv your companions, be they what thev may, 
physidans, advocates, merenants, manuiacturers, or what we should call 
yeomen, is certain to be * * What will be done with Mr O’Connell ? ” Lo(dr 
ovefr atiy file of French journals ; and you will see what a space he om- 
pies in the eyes of the French people. ^ It is most unfortunate, but it is a 
truths and a truth which we ought always to bear in tnindi that there is 




and Ireland not very tnudi unlike the Ceding v^h exkti htw mhmt the 
connection l^ween Russia and Pedand. All the sympatldes of all ooit» 
tinental politicians arc with the Irish. We arc regamed as the oppres- 
sors, and the Irish os Uie oppressed. An insurrection in Ireland would 
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Mye the good wishes of a great majority of the people of Europe. Aod^ 
Sir, it is natural that it should be so. For the cause of Uie Irish repealers 
has two different aspects, a democratic aspect, and a Roman Catholic 
aspect, and is therefore regarded with favour by foreigners of almost every 
shade of opinion. The extreme left, — to use the French nomenclature, — 
wishes success to a great popular moventent against the throne and the 
aristocracy. The extreme right wishes success to a movement headed by 
the bishops and priests of the true Church against a heretical government 
and a heretical hierarchy, The consequence is that, in a contest with 
Ireland, you will not have, out of this island, a single well wisher in the 
world. 1 do not say this in order to intimidate you. But I do say that, 
on an occasion on which all Christendom was watching your conduct with 
an unfriendly and suspicious eye, you should have carefully avoided every- 
thing that looked like foul play. Unhappily you were too much bent on 
g^mg the victory ; and you have gained a victory more disgraceful and 
disastrous than any defeat. Mr O’Connell has been convicted : but you 
cannot deny that he has been wronged ; you cannot deny that irregulari- 
ties have been committed, or that the effect of those irregularities has 
been to put you in a better situation and liirn in a worse situation than the 
law contemplated. It is admitted that names which ought to have licen 
in the jury-list were not there. It is admitted that all, or almost all, the 
names which were wrongfully excluded were the names of Roman Catho- 
lics. As to the numlicr of those who were w rongfully excluded there is 
some dispute. An affidavit has lx;en produced which puts the number at 
twenty-seven. The right honourable gentleman, the Recorder of Dubli^ 
who of course puts the numl)er as low as he conscientiously can, admits 
twenty-four. But some gentlemen maintain that this irregularity, though 
doubtless blamable, cannot have had any effect on the event of the trim. 
What, they ask, arc twenty or twenty-seven names in seven hundred and 
twenty ? Why, Sir, a very simple arithmetical calculation w'ill show that 
the irregularity wras of grave importance. Of the seven hundred and 
twenty, forty-eight were to be selected by lot, and then reduced by 
alternate striking to tw'elve. The forty-eighth part of seven hundred 
and twenty is fifteen. If, therefore, there had been fifteen more 
Roman Catholics in the jury-list, it would have been an even chance 
that there would have been one Roman Catholic more among the 
forty eight. If there hail been twenty -seven more Roman Catholics 
in the list, it would have been almost an even diaiice that there would 
have been two Roman Catholics more among the forty-eight. Is it 
impossible, is it improbable that, but for this trick or this blunder, — I 
wiu not now inquire which, — the result of tlie trial might have been 
different ? For, remember the power w'hich the law* gives to a single iuror. 
lie can, if his mind is fully made up, prevent a conviction. I heard 
murmurs when I used the word trick. Am I not justified in feeling a doubt 
which it is quite evident that Mr Justice Perrin feels ? He is reported to 
have said, — and I take the report of newspapers favourable to the Govern- 
ment, — he is reported to have said that there had been great careless- 
ness, neglect of duty, that there were circumstances which raised 
grave suspicion, and tliat he was not prepared to say that the irrec^laii^If 
was accidental. The noble lord the Secretary for the Colonies has ao- 
i^ifthtd us^td pay respect to the judges. I am sure that 1 pay 

respect to everything that tails from Mr Justice Perrin* (Ic 
mat much better than I, much better tlun any (ilnglish gentlemnnt 
artifices WC .Wkely to be employed by Irish functionaries fpir tfie 
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purpose of packing a jury ; and he tells us that he is not satisfied that this 
irregularity was the effect of mere inadvertence. But, says the right 
honourable Baronet, the Secretary for die Home Department, **I am 
not responsible for this irregularity.” Most true : and nobody holds the 
right honourable Baronet responsible for it. But he goes on to say, ** I 
lament this irregularity most sincerely : for I believe that it has raised a 
prejudice against the administration of justice.” Exactly so. That is 
just what I say. I say that a prejudice has been created against the ad- 
minstration of justice. I say that a taint of suspicion has b^n thrown on 
the verdict which you have obtained. And I ask whether it is right and 
decent in you to avail yourselves of a verdict on which such a taint has 
been thrown ? The only wise, the only honourable course open to you 
was to say, ** A mistake has been committed : that mistake has given us 
an unfair advantage ; and of that advantage we will not make use.” 
Unhappily, the time when you might have taken this course, and might 
thus to a great extent have repaired your former errors, has b^n suffered 
to elapse. 

Well, you had forty-eight names taken by lot from this mutilated jury- 
list : and then came the striking. You struck out all the Roman Catholic 
names : and you give us your reasons for striking out these names, reasons 
which I do not think it worth while to examine. The real question which 
you should liave considere<l was this : Can a great issue between two hos- 
tile religions, — ^for such the issue was, — be tried in a manner above all sus- 
picion by a jury composed exclusively of men of one of those religions ? I 
know that in striking out the Roman Catholics you did nothing that was 
not according to technical rules. But my great charge against you is that 
you have looked on this whole case in a technical point of view, that you 
have been attorneys when you should have been statesmen. The letter 
of the law was doubtless with you ; but not the noble spirit of the law. 
The jury de nudUiate lingua is of immemorial antiquity among us. Sup- 
pose that a Dutch sailor at Wapping is accused of stabbing an English- 
man in a brawl. The fate of the culprit is decided by a mixed body, by 
six Englishmen and six Dutchmen. Such were the securities which the 
wisdom and justice of our ancestors gave to aliens. You are ready enough 
to call Mr O’Connell an alien when it serves your purposes to do so. You 
arc ready enough to inflict on the Irish Roman Catholic all the evils of 
alienage. But the one privilege, the one advantage of alienage, you deny 
him. In a case which of all cases most require a jury de medietate^ in a 
case which sprang out of the mutual hostility of races and sects, you pat^k 
a jury all of one race and all of one sect. Why, if you were determined 
to go on with this unhappy prosecution, not have a common jury ? There 
ms no difficulty in having such a jury ; and among the jurors might 
Wvc been some respectable Roman Catholics who were not members of 
the Repeal Association, A verdict of Not Guilty from such a jury 
would have done you infinitely less harm than the verdict of Guilty wnich 
you have succeeded in obtaining. Yes, you have obtained a verdict of 
Guilty ; but you have obtained that verdict from twelvCTnen brought to- 
gether by illegal means, and selected in such a manner that their decision 
can inspire no cmiiiderice* You have obtained that verdict by the help 
of a Chief Justice of whose charge I can hardly trust myself to speak. 
To do Mm r%ht, Ifowf ver^ I wUi say that his charge was not, asu^lias 
been celled, uapieceddhte^ > for Ube^ a very elose resembian^ to sbale 
cbai^ Which may be foutm in the state triattOf the le^ of tMi 

IlbWeVBr, with 0iit jory-ltst, with thhf jury; with this judg^ 
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you have a verdict. And w^hat have you gained l>y it? Have you 
pacified Ireland? No doubt there is just at the present moment an 
apparent tranquillity ; but it is a tranquillity more alarming than tutbu* 
lence. The Irish will be quiet till you b^in to put the sentence of im- 
prisonment into execution, because, feeling the deepest interest in the fate 
of their persecuted Tribune, they will do nothing that can be prejudicial 
to him. But will they be quiet when the door of a gaol has been closed 
on him ? Is it possible to believe that an agitator, whom they adored 
while Ws agitation was a source of profit to him, will lose his hold on 
their affections by being a martyr in what they consider as their cause ? 
If I, who am strongly attached to the Union, who believe that the Re- 
peal of the Union would be fatal to the empire, and who think Mr 
O’Connell’s conduct highly reprehensible, cannot conscientiously say that 
he has had a fair trial, if the prosecutors themselves are forced to own 
that things have happened which have excited a prejudice against the 
verdict and the judgment, what must l>e the feelings of the people of 
Ireland, who believe not merely that he is guiltless, but that he is the 
best friend that they ever had ? He will no longer lie able to harangue 
them : but his wrongs will stir their blood more than his eloquence eVer 
did ; nor will he in confinement be able to exercise that influence which 
has so often restrained them, even in their most excited mood, from pro- 
ceeding to acts of violence. 

Turn where we will, the prospect is gloomy ; and that which of all 
things most disturbs me is this, that your experience, sharp as it has 
been, does not seem to have made you wiser. All that I have l>een able 
to collect from vour declarations leads me to apprehend that, while you 
continue to hold jxiwer, the future wdll be of a piece with the past. As 
to your executive administration, you hold out no hope that it wall be 
other than it has been. If we look back, your only remedies for the 
disorders of Ireland have been an impolitic state prosecution, an unfair 
state trial, barracks and soldiers. If we look forw’ard, you promise us no 
remedies but an unjust sentence, the harsh execution of that sentence, 
more l>arracks and more soldiers. 

You do indeed try to hold out hopes of one or two legislative reforms 
beneficial to Ireland ; but these hojjes, I am afraid, will prove delusive. 
You hint that you have prepared a Registration bill, of which the effect 
will be to extend the elective franchise. What the provisions of that bill 
may be we do not know. But this we know, that (he matter is one 
about which it is utterly impossible for you to do anything that shall be 
at once honourable to yourselves and useful to the country. Before we 
see your plan, we can say with perfect confidence that it must either 
destroy the last remnant of the representative system in Ireland, or the 
last remnant of your own character for consistency. 

About the much agitated question of land tenure you acknowledge that 
you have at present nothing to propose. We are to have a report, but 
you cannot tell us when. 

The Irish Church, as at present constituted and endowed, you are fully 
determined to uphold. On some future occasion, I hope to be able to 
ekpitun at laige my views bn that subject. To-night 1 have exhausted 
my own strei^h, and I have exhausted also, I am afraid, the kind indul- 
of the House. I will therefore only advert very briefly to some things 
havb been said about the Church m the course of the present debate. 

' S^i^ ^htlenteii bpporite have spoken of the religious discoid whitdi 
hi 'dm euiie of Ireland m language wnich does them honour ; and t arn 
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only sorry that we are not to have their votes as well as their speeches. 
But from the Treasury bench we have heard nothing but this, that the 
Established Church is there, and that there it must and shall remain, As 
to the speech of the noble lord the Secretary for the Colonies, really when 
we hear such a pitiable defence of a great institution from a man of 
such eminent abilities, what inference can we draw but that the in- 
stitution is altogether indefensible? The noble lord tells us that the 
Roman Catholics, in 1757, when they were asking to be relieved from the 
penal laws, and in 1792, when they were asking to be relieved from civil 
(Usabilities, professed to l>e quite willing that the Established Church 
should retain its endowments. What is it to us, Sir, whether they did or 
not ? If you can prove this Church to be a good institution, of course it 
ought to be maintained. But do you mean to say that a bad institution 
ought to be maintained because some people who have been many years 
in their graves said that they did not complain of it ? What if the 
Roman Catholics of the present generation hold a different language on 
this subject from the Roman Catholics of the last generation ? Is this 
inconsistency, which appears to shock the noble lord, anything but the 
natural and inevitable progress of all reform ? People who are oppressed, 
and who have no hope of obtaining entire justice, beg to be relieved 
from the most galling part of what they suffer. They assure the op- 
pressor that if he will only relax a little of his severity they shall be quite 
content ; and perhaps, at the time, they believe that they shall be con- 
tent. But are expressions of this sort, are mere supplications uttered 
under duress, to estop every person who utters them, and all his poste- 
rity to the end of time, from asking for entire justice ? Am I debarred 
from tiring to recover property of which I have been robbed, because, 
when the robber’s pistol was at my breast, 1 begged him to take every- 
thing that I had and to spare my life ? The noble lord knows well that, 
while the slave trade existed, the great men who exerted themselves to 
put an end to that trade disclaimed all thought of emancipating the 
negroes. Jn those days, Mr Pitt, Mr Fox, Lord Grenville, Lord Grey, 
and even my dear and honoured friend of whom I can never speak with- 
out emotion, Mr Wilberforce, always said that it was a calumny to accuse 
them of intending to liberate the black population of the sugar i.slands. 
In 1807 the present Duke of Northumberland, then Lord Percy, in the 
generous enthusiasm of youth, rose to propose in this House the abolition 
of slavery. Mr Wilberforce interposed, nay, I believe, almost pulled 
Lord Percy down. Nevertheless in 1833 the noble lord the Secretary 
for the Colonies brought in a bill to abolish slavery. Suppose that when 
he resumed his seat, after making that most eloquent speech in which he 
explan^^ plan to us, some West Indian planter had risen, and had 
said that in 1792, in 17^, in 1807, all fhe leading philanthropists had 
declare that they had no intentioo of emancipating the negroes ; 
would not the noble lord have answered that nothing that liad lieen 
said by anybody in 1792 or 1807 could bind us not to do what was right 
in 1S33? 

Thh is not the only point on which the noble lord’s speech is quite at 
varienoe with his own conduct. He appeals to the iinh artide of the 
Twty of Union. He se<^ that, if we touch the menues and pri 
of J^tablished Chut:C% we shaikviolate arti^l nn4 to VK^e 
luh article ¥ tlhc Treaty ^nf Union 1 % it seems* a 
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bers who are to sit in this House? The fourth artidOf we ail know, has 
been altered. And who brought in the bill which dtered that article? 
The noble lord himself. 

Then the noble lord adverts to the oath taken by Roman Catholic 
members of this House. They bind themselves, he says, not to use their 
power for the purpose of injuring the Established Church. I am sorry 
that the noble lord is not at this moment in the House. Had he l>een 
here I should have made some remarks which I now refrain from making 
on one or two expressions which fell from him. But, Sir, let us allow to 
his ai^iment all the weight which he can himself claim for it. What 
does it prove ? Not that the Established Church of Ireland is a good 
institution ; not that it ought to be maintained ; but merely this, that, 
when we are about to divide on the question whether it shall be maintained, 
the Roman Catholic members ought to walk away to the library. The 
oath which they have taken is nothing to me and to the other Protestant 
members who have not taken it. Suppose then our Roman Catholic 
friends withdrawn. Suppose that we, the six hundred and twenty or 
thirty Protestant members remain in the House. Then there is an end of 
this argument about the oath. Will the noble lord then be able to give us 
any reason for maintaining the Church of Ireland on the present footing? 

I hope, Sir, that the right honourable Baronet the first Lord of the 
Treasury will not deal with this subject as his colleagues have dealt with 
it. We have a right to expect that a man of his capacity, placed at the 
head of government, will attempt to defend the Irish Church in a manly 
and rational way. I would beg him to consider these questions : — For 
what ends do Established Churches exist ? Does the Established Church 
of Ireland accomplish those ends or any one of those ends ? Can an 
Established Church which has no hold on the hearts of the body of the 
people be otherwise than useless, or worse than useless ? Has the Estab- 
lished Church of Ireland any hold on the hearts of the Iwdy of the 
j)eople ? Has it been successful in making proselytes ? Has it l)een what 
the Established Church of England has l)een with justice called, what the 
Blstablished Church of Scotland was once with at least equal justice 
called, the poor man’s Church ? Has it trained the great body of the 
people to virtue, consoled them in affliction, commanded their reverence, 
attached them to itself and to the State ? Show that these questions can 
l>e answered in the affirmative j and you will have made, w hat I am sure 
has never yet been made, a goo<.l defence of the Established Church of 
Ireland. But it is mere mockery to bring us quotations from forgotten 
speeches, and from mouUly petitions presented to George the Second at 
a time when the penal laws were still in full force. 

And now, Sir, I must stop. I have said enough to justify the vote 
which 1 shall give in favour of the motion of my noble friend. I have 
^own, unless 1 deceive myself, that the extraordinary disorders which now 
alarm vb in Ireland have been produced by the fatal policy of the 
Government. I have shown that the mode in which the Government is 
now dialing with those disorders is far more likely to inflame than to 
allay them. While this system lasts, Ireland can never be tranquil ; and 
till Ireland is tranquil, England can never hold her proper place among 
the nations of the world. To the dijgnity, to the strength, to the safety 
of this great country, internal peace is indispensably necessary. In eveiy 
n^Qtiadoi), whether with France on the right of search, or with America 
on tfe line of boundary, the fact that Ireland is discontented is uppermost 
to ^ minds of the diplomatists on both sides, making the representative 

a T 
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of the British Crown timorous, and making his adversary bold. And no 
wonder. This is indeed a great and splendid empire, well provided with 
the means both of annoyance and of defence. England can do many 
things which are beyond the power of any other nation in the world. She 
has dictated peace to China. She rules Caffraria and Australasia. She 
could again sweep from the ocean all commerce but her own. She could 
again blockade every port from the Baltic to the Adriatic. She is able 
to guard her vast Indian dominions against all hostility by land or sea. 
But in this gigantic body there is one vulnerable spot near to the heart. 
At that spot forty-six years ago a blow was aimed which nanowly missed, 
and whicn, if it had not missed, might have been deadly. The govern- 
ment and the legislature, each in its own sphere, is deeply responsible for 
the continuance of a state of things which is fraught with danger to the 
State. From my share of that responsibility I shall clear myself by the 
vote which I am about to give ; and I trust that the number and the re- 
spectability of those in whose company I shall go into the lobby will be 
such as to convince the Roman Catholics of Ireland that they need not 
yet relinquish all hope of obtaining relief from the wisdom and justice 
of an Imperial Parliament. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 6th of June 1844. 

An attempt having been made to deprive certain dissenting conwegations of property 
which they had long enjoyed, on the ground that they did not hold the same 
rellaious opinions that had been held by the purchasers from whom they derived 
their title to that propwty, the Government of Sir Rol>ert Peel brought in a bill 
fixing a time of limitation in such cases. The time fixed was twenty-five years. 

The bill, having passed the Lords, came down to the House of Commons. On 
the sixth of June 1844, the second reading was moved by the Attorney General, 
Sir Wiliam FoUett. Sir Robert Inglis, Member for the University of Oxford, 
moved that the bill should be read a second time that day six months ; and the 
amendment was seconded by Mr Plumptre, Member for Kent. Early in the 
debate the following Speech was made. 

ITic second reading was carried by 307 votes to 117. 

If, Sir, I should unhappily fail in preserving that tone in which the 
question before us ought to be debated, it will assuredly not be for want 
either of an example or of a wanting. The honourable and learned 
Member who moved the second reading has furnished me with a mtxlel 
which I cannot too closely imitate ; and from the honourable Member 
for Kent, if I can learn nothing else, I may at least learn what temper 
and what style I ought most carefully to avoid. 

I was very desirous. Sir, to catch your eye, not because I wa.s so pre- 
sumptuous as to hope that I should be able to add much to the powerful 
and luminous ai|^ment of the honourable and learned gentleman who 
has, to our mat joy, again appeared among us to-night ; but because I 
thought it o^irable that, at an early peiiod in the debate, some person 
Whose seat is on this side of the House, some person strongly opposed to 
the policy of the present Govemm^t, should say, what 1 now say with 
sdl my heart, tiiiat this is a bill highly honourable to the Government, a 
btU miined on the soundest principles, and evidently introduced from 
best and purest motives. 1%is praise is a tribute due to Her Mijesty^s 
Idmisters ; and I have great pleasure in paying it 
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I have gfneat pleasure also in bearing my testimony to the humanity, 
the moderation, and the decorum with which my honourable friend the 
Member for the University of Oxford has expressed his sentiments. I 
must particularly applaud the resolution which he announced, and to 
which he strictly adhered, of treating this question as a question of tneum 
and tuum^ and not as a question of orthodoxy and hetenxloxj. With him 
it is possible to reason. But how am I to reason with the honourable 
Member for Kent, who has made a speech without one fact, one argument, 
one shadow of an argument, a speech made up of nothing but vitupera- 
tion ? I grieve to say that the same bitterness of theological animosity 
which characterised that speech may be discerned in too many of the 
petitions with which, as he boasts, our table has been heaped day after 
day. The honourable Member complains that those petitions have not 
been treated with proper respect. Sir, they liave l)een treated with much 
more respect than they deserved. He asks why we are to suppose tliat 
the petilionei*s are not competent to form a judgment on this question ? 
My answer is, that they have certified their incompetence under their own 
bands. They have, with scarcely once exception, treated this question as 
a question of divinity, though it is purely a question of property : and 
when I see men treat a question of property as if it were a question of 
divinity, 1 am certain that, however numerous they may l>e, their opinion 
is entitled to no consideration. If the persons whom this bill is meant to 
relieve are orthodox, that is no reason for our plundering anybody else in 
order to enrich them. If they are heretics, that is no reason for our 
plundering them in order to enrich others. I should not think myself justified 
m supporting this bill, if I could not with tnUh declare that, whatever sect 
had been in possession of these chapels, my conduct would have I>een pre- 
cisely the same. I have no peculiar sympathy with Unitarians. If these 
people, instead of being Unitarians, had l>een Roman Catholics, or Wesleyan 
Methodists, or Geneml Baptists, or Particular Baptists, or members of the 
Old Secession Church of Scotland, or meinbei*s of the Free Church of Scot- 
land, I should speak as I now speak, and vote as I now mean to vote. 

Sir, the whole dispute is about the second clause of this bill. I can 
hardly conceive that any gentleman will vote against the bill on account 
of the error in the marginal note on the third clause. To the first clause 
my honourable friend tne Memlxir for the University of Oxford said, if 1 
understood him rightly, that he had no objection ; and indeed a man of 
his integrity and benevolence could hardly say less after listening to the 
lucid and powerful argument of the Attorney (ieneral. It is therefore on 
the secomf clause that the whole question turns. 

The second clause, Sir, rests on a principle simple, well knowm, and 
most important to the welfare of all classes of the community. That 
principle is this, that prescription is a good title to property, that there 
ought to be a time of limitation, after which a possessor, in whatever wny 
his po-ssession may have originated, must not be dispossessed. Till very 
lately, Sir, I could not have imagined that, in any as.sem])Iy of reason- 
able, of civilised, of educated men, it could l)e necessary for me to stand 
up in defence of that principle. I should have thought it as much a 
waste of the public time to make a speech on such a subject as to make 
a speech against burning witches, against trying writs of right by wager 
of battle, or against requiring a culprit to prove his innocence by walking 
over red-hot ploughshares. But I find that I was in error. Certain 
sages, lately assembled in conclave at Exeter Hall, have done me the 
honour to communicate to me the fruits of their profound meditations on 
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the science of legislation. They have, it seems, passed a resolution de- 
c^ng that the principle, which 1 had suppos^ that no man out of 
Bedlam would ever question, is an untenable principle, and altogether 
unworthy of a British Parliament. They have been pleased to add, tfiit the 
present Government cannot, without gross inconsistency, call on Parliament 
to pass a statute of limitation. And why ? Will the House believe it ? Be- 
cause the present Government has appointed two new Vice Chancellors. 

Really, Sir, I do not know whether the opponents of this bill shine 
more as logicians or as jurists. Standing here as the advocate of pre- 
scription, I ought not to forget that prescriptive right of talking nonsense 
which gentlemen who stand on the platform of Exeter Hall are un- 
doubtedly entitled to claim. But, though I recognise the right, I cannot 
but think that it may be abused, and that it has been abused on the present 
occasion. One thing at least is clear, that, if Exeter Hall be in the right, 
all the masters of political philosophy, all the great legislators, all the 
systems of law by which men are and have been govern^ in all civilised 
countries, from the earliest times, must be in the wrong. How indeed 
can any society prosper, or even exist, without the aid of this untenable 
principle, this principle unworthy of a British legislature? This prin- 
ciple was found in the Athenian law. This principle was found in the 
Roman law. This principle was found in the laws of all those nations 
of which the jurisprudence was derived from Rome. This principle was 
found in the law administered by the Parliament of Paris ; and, when 
that Parliament and the law which it administered had l^een swept away 
by the revolution, this principle reappeared in the Code Napoleon. Go 
westward, and you find this principle recognised beyond the Mississippi. 
Go eastward, and you find it recognised beyond the Indus, in countnes 
which never heard the name of Justinian, in countries to which no 
translation of the Pandects ever found its way. Look into our own 
laws, and you will see that the principle, which is now designated as 
unworthy of Parliament, has guided Parliament ever since Parliament 
existed. Our first statute of limitation was enacted at Merton, by men 
some of whom had borne a part in extorting the Great Charter and 
the Forest Charter from King John. From that time to this it has 
been the study of a succession of great lawyers and statesmen to make 
the limitation more and more stringent. The Crown and the Church 
indeed were long exempted from the general rule. But ex|)erience 
fully proved that every such exemption was an evil ; and a remedy was 
at last applied. Sir George Savile, the model of English coiuitry 
gentlemen, was the author of the Act which barred the claims of 
the Crown. That eminent magistrate, the laic Lord Tcnterden, 
was the author of the Act which barred the claims of the Church. 
Now, Sir, how is it possible to believe that the Barons, whose seals 
are upon our Great Charter, would have perfectly agreed with the 
great jurists who framed the Code of Justinian, with the great jurists who 
framed the Code of Napoleon, with the most learned English lawyers of 
the nineteenth century, and with the Pundits of Benares, unless there had 
been some strong and clear reason which necessarily led men of sense 
in every age and country to the same conclusion? Nor is it difficult to 
see what tl^ reason was. For it is evident that the principle which silly 
aud ignorant fanatics have called un|;enable is essential to the institution 
of property < and that, if you take away that principlei you will produce 
evils resembling those wbidi would be produced by a general cqitfisGa<* 
tkm. Xma^fie what would (oUqw if the maxims HaU weie 
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introduced into Westmiiistei; HaJl. Imagine a state of things in which 
one of us should be liable to be sued on a bill of exchange indorsed by 
his grandfather in 1760. Imagine a man possessed of an estate and 
manor house which had descended to him through ten or twelve genera- 
tions of ancestors, and yet liable to be ejected because some flaw had 
been detected in a deed executed three hundred years ago, in the reign of 
Henry the Eip^hth. Why, Sir, should we not all cry out that it would 
be better to live under the ntle of a Turkish Pasha than under such a 
system. Is it not plain that the enforcing of an obsolete right is the 
inflicting of a wrong ? Is it not plain that, but for our statutes of limita- 
tion, a lawsuit would be merely a grave, methodical robbery ? I am 
ashamed to argue a point so clear. 

And if this be the general rule, why should the case which we are now 
considering l>e an exception to lliat rule? I have done my best to 
understand why. I have read much bad oratory, and many foolish peti- 
tions. I have heard with attention the reasons of my honourable friend 
the Member for the University of Oxford ; and 1 should have heard the 
reasons of the honourable Member for Kent, if there had been any to 
hear. Every argument by which my honourable friend the Member for 
the University of Oxford trieil to convince us that this case is an excep- 
tion to the general rule, will l>e found on examination to be an argument 
against the general mle itself. He says that the possession which we 
propose to sanction was originally a wrongful possession. Why, Sir, all 
the statutes of limitation that ever were made sanction possession which 
was originally wrongful. It is for the protection of possessors who are 
not in condition to prove that their possession was originally rightful that 
statutes of limitation are passed. Then my honourable friend says that 
this is an ex post facto law. Why, Sir, so are all our great statutes of 
limitation. Look at the Statute of Merton, passed in 1235 ; at the 
Statute of Westminster, passed in 1275 ; at the Statute of James the 
First, passed in 1623 ; at Sir George Savile’s Act, passed in the 
last century ; at Lord Tenterden’.s Act, passed in our own time. 
Every one of those Acts was retrospective. Every one of them 
barred claims arising out of past transactions. Nor was any objec- 
tion ever raised to what was so evidently just and wise, till bigotry 
and chicanery formeil that disgraceful league against which we are now 
contending. But, it is said, it is unreasonable to grant a l)oon to 
men because they have been many years doing wrong. The length 
of the time during w'hich they liave enjoyed property not rightfully 
their own, is an aggravation 01 the injury which they have committed, 
and is so far from being a reason for letting them enjoy that property 
for ever, that it is rather a reason for compelling them to make prompt 
restitution. With this childish sophistry the petitions on our tame are 
fllled. Is it possible tliat any man can be so dull as not to perceive that, 
if this be a reason, it is a reason a^inst all our statutes of limitation ? 
I do a greater wrong to my tailor if 1 withhold payment of his bill during 
six years than if I withhold payment only during two years. Yet the law 
says that at the end of two years he may bring an action and force me to 
pay him with interest, but that after the lapse of six years he cannot force 
me to pay him at all It is much harder that a family should be kept 
out of Its hereditary estate during five generations than during five days. 
But if you are kept out of your estate five days you have your action of 
j^tment ? and, after the lapse of five generations, you have no rentedy. 
1 siiy» therefor^ with cdnfidence, that every argument whidi has been 
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urged against this bill is an argument against the great principle of pre- 
scription. I go further, and I say that, if there be any case which, in an 
especial manner, calls for the application of the principle of prescription, 
this is that case. For the Unitarian congregations have laid out so much 
on these little spots of ground that it is im]^ssible to take the soil from 
them without taking from them property which is of much greater value 
than the mere soil, and which is indisputably their own. This is not the 
case of a possessor who has been, during many years, receiving great 
emoluments from land to which he had not a good title. It is the case 
of a possessor who has, from resources which were undoubtedly his <wn, 
expended on the land much more than it was originally worth. Even in 
the former case, it has been the policy of all wise lawgivers to fix a time of 
limitation . A fortiori^ therefore, there ought to be a time of limitation 
in the latter case. 

And here. Sir, I cannot help asking gentlemen to compare the petitions 
for this bill with the petitions against it. Never was there such a 
contrast. The petitions against the bill are filled with cant, rant, 
scolding, scraps of bad sermons. The petitions in favour of the bill set 
forth in the simplest manner great practical grievances. Take, for in- 
stance, the case of Cirencester. The meeting house there was built in 
1730. It is certain that the Unitarian doctrines were taught there 
as early as 1742. That was only twelve years after the chapel had 
been founded. Many of the original subscrilxirs must have been living. 
Many of the present congregation are lineal descendants of the original 
subscribers. Large sums have from time to time been laid out in repair- 
ing, enlarging, and embellishing the edifice ; and yet there are people 
who think it just and reasonable that this congregation should, after the 
lapse of more than a century, be turned out. At Norwich, again, a great 
dissenting meeting house was opened in 1688. It is not easy to say how 
soon Anti-Trinitarian doctrines were taught there. The change of ‘Senti- 
ment in the congregation seems to have been gradual ; but it is quite cer- 
tain that, in 1 754, ninety years ago, both pastor and fiock were decidedly 
Unitarian. Round the chapel is a cemetery filled with the monumentsof 
eminent Unitarians. Attached to the chapel are a schoolhouse and a 
library, built and fitted up hy Unitarians. And now the occupants find 
th^t their title is disputed. Tliey cannot venture to build j they cannot 
venture to repair ; and they are anxiously awaiting our decision. I do not 
know that I have cited the strongest ca.ses. I am giving you the ordinary 
history of these edifices. Go to Manchester. Unitarianisra has been taught 
there at least seventy years in a chajxjl on which the Unitarians have ex- 
pended large sums. Go to Leeds. Four thousand pounds have been sub- 
scribed for the repairing of the Unitarian chapel there, the chapel where, 
near eighty years ago, Priestley, the great Doctor of the sect, officiated. 
But these four thousand pounds are lying idle. Not a pew can be repaired 
till it is known whether thi.s bill will become law. Go to Maidstone, There 
Unitarian doctrines have been taught during at least seventy years j and 
seven hundred pounds have recently been laid out by the congregation in 
repairing the cha^L Go to Exeter. It matters not where you go. But go to 
Exeter. There Unitarian doctrines have been preached more than eighW 
; and two thousand pounds have been laid out on the chapel, it 
1 $ the same at Coventry, at Bath,. at^ Yarmouth, everywhere. And wUl 
a British Parliament rob the possessolb of these buildit^ ? I caa use no 
other word. How should we feel if it were proposed to deprive any 
other class of men of lan4 held during so hmg a timt| and improved at to 
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large a cost ? And, if this property should be transferred to those who 
covet it, what would they gain in comparison with what the present 
occupants would lose ? The pulpit of Priestley, the pulpit of Lardner, 
are objects of reverence to congregations which hold the teneU of 
Priestley and lardner. To the intruders those pulpits will be nothing ; 
nay, worse than nothing; memorials of heresiarchs. Within these 
chapels and all around them are the tablets which the piofls affection of 
four generations has placed over the remains of dear mothers an4 sisters, 
wives and daughters, of eloquent preachers, of learned theological writers. 
To the Unitarian, the building which contains these memorials is a 
hallowed building. To the intruder it is of no more value than any other 
room in which he can find a bench to sit on and a roof to cover him. 
If, therefore, we throw out this bill, we do not merely rob one set of 
people in order to make a present to another set. That would be bad 
enough. But we rob the Unitarians of that which they regard as a most 
precious treasure ; of that which is endeared to them by the strongest 
religious and the strongest domestic associations ; of that which cannot 
be wrenched from them without inflicting on them the bitterest pain and 
humiliation. 'I'o the Trinitarians we ^ve that which can to them be of 
little or no value except as a trophy 01 a most inglorious victory won in 
a most unjust war. 

But, Sir, an imputation of fraud has been thrown on the Unitarians ; 
not, indeed, here, but in many other places, and in one place of which I 
would always wish to s;>eak with res|>ecl. The Unitarians, it has been 
said, knew that the original founders of these chapels were Trinitarians ; 
and to use, for the purpose of propagating Unitarian doctrine, a building 
erected for the purpose of propagating 'rrinilaiian doctrine was grossly 
dishonest. One very eminent i^rson * has gone so far as to maintain 
that the Unitarians cannot pretend to anv prescription of more than 
sixty-three years ; and he proves his point thus : — Till the year i 779 , he 
says, no dissenting teacher was within the protection of tne Toleration 
Act unless he subscribed those articles of the Church of England which 
affirm the Athanasian doctrine. It is evident that no honest Unitarian 
can subscribe those articles. The inference is, that the persons who 
preached in these chapels down to the year 1779 must have been either 
Trinitarians or rogues. Now, Sir, I believe that they were neither Trini- 
tarians nor rogues ; and I cannot help susjiecting that the gi-eat prelate 
who brought this charge against them is not .so well read in the history 
of the nonconformist sects as in the history of that Church of which he 
is an ornament. The truth is that, long before tlie year 1779, the clause 
of the Toleration Act which re<|uired dissenting ministers to subscribe 
thirty-five or tliirly-six of our thirty-nine articles had almost become 
obsolete. Indeed, that clause Iiad never been rigidly enforced. From 
the very first there were some dissenting ministers who refused to subscribe, 
and yet continued to preach. Calany was one ; and he was not molested. 
And if this could l>e (lone in the year in which the Toleration Act passed, 
we may easily believe that, at a later peritxl, the law would not have 
been very strictly observed, New brooms, as the vulgar proverb tells 
us, sweep clean ; and no statute is so rigidly enforced as a statute just 
made. But, Sir, so long ago as the year 171 1, the provisions of the 
Toleration Act on this subject were mwified. In that year the Whigs, 
in onier to humour Lord Nottingham, with w'hom they had coales^ 
against Lord Oxford, consented to let the Occasional Conformity Bill 
* The Btihot) of London. 



DISSENTJSRS ClfJPELS BILL 


^4 

pass ; but they insisted on inserting in the bill a clause which was meant 
to propitiate the dissenters. By this clause it was enacted that, if an 
information were laid against a dissenting minister for having omitted to 
subscribe the articles, the defendant might, by subscribing at any stage 
of the proceedings anterior to the jud^ient, defeat tlie information, and 
throw all the costs on the informer. The House will easily believe that, 
when such was the state of the law, informers were not numerous. In- 
deed, during the discussions of 1773, distinctly affirmed, both in 

Parliament and in manifestoes put forth by the dissenting body, that the 
majority of nonconformist ministers then living had never subscribed. 
All arguments, therefore, grounded on the insincerity which has been rashly 
imputed to the Unitarians of former generations, fall at once to the ground. 

But, it is said, the persons who, in the reigns of Tames the Second, of 
William the Third, and of Anne, first established these chapels, held the 
doctrine of the Trinity ; and therefore, when, at a later period, the 
preachers and congregations departed from the doctrine of the Trinity, 
they ought to have departed from the chapels too. The honourable and 
learned gentleman, the Attorney General, has refuted this argument so 
ably that he has scarcely left anything for me to say about it. It is well 
known that the change which, soon after the Revolution, began to take 
place in the opinions of a section of the old Puritan body, was a gradual, 
an almost imperceptible, change. The principle of the English Presbyte- 
rians was to have no confession of faith and no form of prayer. Their 
tnist deeds contained no accurate theological definitions. Nonsubscrip- 
tion was in truth the very Ixind which held them together. What, then, 
could be more natural than that, .Sunday by Sunday, the sermons should 
have become less and less like those of the old Calvinistic divines, that 
the doctrine of the Trinity should have been less and less frequently men- 
tioned, that at last it should have ceased to be mentioned, and that thus, 
in the course of years, preachers and hearers should, by insensible 
degrees, have become first Arians, then, perhaps, Socinians. I know 
that this explanation has been treated vrith disdain by people profoundly 
ignorant of the history of English nonconformity. I see that my right 
honourable friend near me* does not assent to it. Will he permit me to 
refer him to an analogous case with which he cannot but be well ac- 
quainted ? No person in the House is more versed than he in the eccle- 
siastical history of Scotland ; and he will, I am sure, admit that some o( 
the doctrines now professed by the Scotch sects which sprang from the 
seces-sions of 1733 and 1760 are such as the sccedersof 1733 and the 
seceders of 1 760 would have regarded with horror. I have talxed with 
some of the ablest, most learned, and most pious of the Scotch dissenters 
of our time ; and they all fully admitted that thi^ held more than one 
pinion which their predecessors would have considered as impious. 
Take the que.stion of the connection between Church and State. The 
seceders of 1733 thought that the connection ought to be much closer 
than it is. They blamed the legislature for tolerating heresy. They 
mintamed that the Solemn league and Covenant was still binding on 
th6 kingdom. They considered It as a national sin that the validity of 
the Solemn League and Covenant was not recognised at the time of the 
Revolution. When Geoigc Whitfield went to Scotland, though they 
approved of his Calvinistic opinions, and thoUgh thw juitfy admired that 
natural ejofjucnce which he possessed in io wonoerhxi ft degreei they 
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would hold no communion with him because he would not subscribe the 
Solemn I.eaguc and Covenant. Is that the doctrine of their successors? 
Are the Scotch dissenters now averse to toleration ? Are they not zeal- 
ous for the voluntary system ? Is it not their constant cry that it is not 
the btisiness of the civil magistrate to encourage any religion, false or 
true ? Does any Bishop now abhor the Solemn league and Covenant 
more than they ? Here is an instance in which numerous congregations 
have, retaining their identity, passed gradually from one opinion to 
another opinion. And would it l)e just, would it be decent in me, to 
impute dishonesty to them on that account ? My right honourable friend 
may he of opinion that the question touching the connection between the 
Church and State is not a vital (juestion. But was that the opinion of 
the divines who drew up the Secession Testimony? He well knows that 
in their view a man who denied that it was the duly of the government 
to defentl reli^ous truth with the civil swoiti was as much a heretic ^ a 
man who denied the doctrine of the Trinity. 

Again, Sir, take the case of the Wesleyan Methodists. They are zealous 
against this bill. They think it monstrous that a chapel originally built 
for j^ople holding one set of doctrines should be occupied hy people 
holding a different set of doctrines. I would advise them to consider 
whether they cannot find in the history of their own Ixxly reasons for 
being a little more indulgent. What were the opinions of that great and 
good man, their founder, on the question whether men not episcopally 
ordained could lawfully administer the Eucharist? He told his followers 
that lay administration was a sin which he never could tolerate. Tho.se 
were the very words which he used ; and I believe that, during his life- 
time, the Eucharist never was administeretl by laymen in any place of 
worship which was under his control. After his death, liowever, the 
feeling in favour of lay administration became strong and general among 
his disciples. The Conference yielded to that feeling. The consequence 
is that now, in every chapel which lielonged to Wesley, those who glory 
in the name of Wesleyans commit, every Sacrament Sunday, what Wesley 
declared to be a sin wdiich he would never tolerate. And yet these very 
persons are not ashamed to tell us in loud and angry tones that it is fraun, 
downright fraud, in a congregation which has departed from it.s original 
doctrines to retain its original endowments. I l^elicve, Sir, that, if you 
refuse to pass this bill, the Courts of Eaw will soon have lo decide some 
knotty questions which, as yet, the Methodists little dream of. 

It na.s, I own, given me great pain to observe the unfair and acrimonious 
manner in which too many of the Protestant nonconformists have opposed 
this bill. 'Hie opposition of the Establishcnl Church has lieen compara- 
tively mild and moderate ; and yet from the Established Church we had 
less ri^ht to expect mildness and mo<leration. It is certainly not right, 
but It IS very natural, that a church, ancient and richly endowed, closely 
connected with the Crown and the aristocracy, powerful in parliament, 
dominant in the universities, should sometimes forget what is due to 
poorer and humbler Christian societies. But when I hear a cry for what 
IS nothing less than persecution set up by men who have been, over and 
over again within my own memory, forced to invoke in their own defence 
the principles of toleration, I cannot but feel astonishment mingled with 
indipiation. And what above all excites both my astonishment and my 
indignation is this, that the most noisy among the noisy opponents of the 
which we are considering w some sectaries who are at this veiY 
mom Wit calling on us to pass mother bill of just die saihe kind for theft 
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own benefit. I speak of those Irish Presbyterians who are asking for an 
ex post fcuto law to confirm their marriages. See how exact the parallel 
is between the case of those marriages and the case of these chapels. The 
Irish Presbyterians have gone on marrying according to their own forms 
during a long course of years. The Unitarians have gone on occupying, 
improving, embellishing certain property during a long course of years. 
In neither case did any doubt as to tne right arise in the most honest, in 
the most scrupulous mind. At length, about the same time, both the 
validity of the Presbyterian marriages and the validity of the title 
by which the Unitarians held their chapels were disputed. The 
two questions came before the tribunals. The tribunals, with 
great reluctance, with great pain, pronounced that, neither in the 
case of the marriages nor in the case of the chapels, can prescrip- 
tion be set up against the letter of the law. In lx)th cases tl>ere is 
a just claim to relief such as the legislature alone can afford. In both 
the legislature is willing to grant that relief. But this will not satisfy the 
orthodox Presbyterian. He demands with equal vehemence two things, 
that he shall be relieved, and that nobody else shall be relieved. In the 
same breath he tells us that it would be most iniquitous not to pass a 
retrospective law for his benefit, and that it would be most iniquitous to 
pass a retrospective law for the benefit of his fellow sufferers. I never 
was more amused than by reading, the other day, a speech made by a 
person of great note among the Irish Presbyterians on the subject of 
these marriages. “ Is it to be endured,*^ he says, “ that the mummies of 
old and forgotten laws are to l)c dug up and unswathed for the annoyance 
of dissenters ?” And yet a few hours later, this eloquent orator is himself 
hard at work in digging up and unswathing another set of mummies for 
the annoyance of another set of dissenters. I .should like to know how he 
and such as he would look if we Churchmen were to assume the same tone 
towards them which they think it becoming to assume towards the Uni- 
tarian body ; if we were to say, ‘‘You and those whom you would oppress 
are alike out of our pale. If they are heretics in your opinion, you are 
schismatics in ours. Siikce you insist on the letter of the law against them, 
we will insist on the letter of the law against you. Y ou object to ex post 
facto statutes ; and you shall have none. You think it reasonable that 
men should, in spite of a prescription of eighty or ninety years, be turned 
out of a chapel built with their own money, and a cemetery where their 
own kindred lie, because the original title was not strictly legal. \Ve think 
it equally reasonable that those contracts which you have imagined to 
be marriages, but which are now adjudged not to be legal marriages, 
should be treated as nullities.” I wish from my .soul that some of these 
orthodox dis.senters would recpllect that the doctrine which they defend 
with so much zeal against the Unitarians is not the whole sum and substance 
of Christianity, and that there is a text about doing unto others as you 
would that they should do unto you. 

To any intelligent man who has no object except to do justice, the 
Trinitarian dissenter and the Unitarian dissenter who are now asking us 
for relief will appear to have exactly the same right to it There is, 
however, I must own, one di.<itinction between the two cases. The Trini- 
tarian dissenters are a strong lx)dy, and especially strong among the 
electors of towns. They jare of greal weight in the State. Some of us 
may probably, by voting to-night against meir wishes, endanger our Mts 
in this Jiouse. The Unitarians, on the other hand, are few in number. 
Their creed is unpopular* Their friendship is likely to injure a public 
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inan more than their enmity. If therefore there be among us any person 
of a nature at once tyrannical and cowardly, any person who dehgnts in 
persecution, but is restrained by fear from persecuting powerful sects, now 
IS his time. He never can have a l)etter opportunity of gratifying his 
malevolence without risk of retribution. But, for my part, I long ago 
espoused the cause of religious liberty, not because that cause was popular, 
but because it was just ; and I am not disposed to abandon fhe principles 
to which I have been true through my whole life in deference to a passing 
clamour. The day may come, and may come .soon, when those who are 
now loudest in raising that clamour may again be, as they have formerly 
been, suppliants for justice. When that day comes I will try to prevent 
others from oppressing them, as I now try to prevent them from oppress- 
ing others. In the meantime I shall contend against their intolerance 
with the same spirit with which I may hereafter have to contend for their 
rights. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 
26111 OF February, 1845. 

On the twenty-sixth of Kebruary, 1845, on the <nJcstjon that the order of the day for 
going into Committee of Wnys and Means .should 1^ rc.ul. Lord John Russel) 
moved the following ametidment “ That it is the opinion of this House that the 
plan proposed by Her Majesty’s Government, in reference to the Sugar Duties, 
professes to keep up a distinction between foreign free labour sugar and foreign 
slave labour sugar, which is impracticable and illus<^ry ; and, without adequate 
benefit to the consumer, tends so greatly to impair the revenue a.s to render the 
removal of the Income and Property Tax at the end of three years extremely un- 
certain and improbable.’* The aniendinenc was rejected by 236 votes to 14*. In 
the debate the following Speech was made. 

Sir, if the que.stion now at is.suc were merely a financial or a commercial 
question, I should be unwilling to offer myself to your notice : for 1 am 
well aware that there are, Ixilh on your right and on your left hand, many 
gentlemen far more deeply versed in financial ami commercial science than 
myself ; and I should think that 1 discharged my duty lietter by listening 
to them than by asKiiming the office of a teacher. But, Sir, the question 
on which we are at issue with Her Majesty’s Ministers is neither a finan- 
cial nor a commercial (juestion. I do not understand it to be disputed 
that, if we were to pixmounce our decision with reference merely to fiscal 
and mercantile considerations, we should at once adopt the plan recom- 
mended by my noble friend. Indeed the right honourable gentleman, the 
late President of the Board of Trade,* has distinctly admitted this. He 
says that the Ministers of the Crown call upon us to sacrifice great pHecuni- 
ary advantages and great commercial facilities, for the purpose of maintain* 
ing a moral principle. Neither In any former debate nor in the debate of 
tms night has any person ventured to deny that, both as respects the public 
purse and as respects the interests of trade, the course recommended oy my 
noble friend is preferable to the course recommended by the Government 
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The objections to my noble friend’s amendment, then, are purely moral 
objections. We lie, it seems, under a moral obligation to make a dis« 
tinction between the produce of free labour and the produce of slave 
labour. Now I should be very unwilling to incur the imputation of being 
indifferent to moral obligations. I do, however, think that it is in my 
power to show strong reasons for believing that the moral obligation 
pleaded by the Ministers has no existence. If there be no such moral 
obligation, then, as it is conceded on the other side that all fiscal and 
commercial arguments are on the side of my noble friend, it follows that 
we ought to adopt his amendment. 

The right honourable gentleman, the late President of the Board of 
Trade, has said that the Government does not pretend to act with perfect 
consistency as to this distinction betw<=*en free labour and slave labour. It 
was, indeed, necessary that he should say this ; for the policy of the 
Government is obviously most inconsistent. Perfect consistency, I admit, 
we are not to expect in human affairs. But, surely, there is a decent con- 
sistency which ought to be observed ; and of this the right honourable 
gentleman himself seems to be sensible ; for he asks how, if we admit 
sugar grown by Brazilian slaves, we can with decency continue to stop 
Brazilian vessels engaged in the slave trade. This argument, whatever 
be its value, proceeds on the very correct supposition that the test of sin- 
cerity in individuals, in parties, and in governments, is consistency. The 
right honourable gentleman feels, as we must all feel, that it is impossible 
to give credit for good faith to a man who on one occasion pleads a scruple 
of conscience as an excuse for not doing a certain thing, and who on other 
occasions, where there is no essential difference of circumstances, does 
that very thing without any scmple at all. I do not wish to use such a 
word as hypocrisy, or to impute that odious vice to any gentleman on 
either side of the House. But whoever declares one moment that he feels 
himself bound by a certain moral rule, and the next moment, in a case 
strictly similar, acts in direct defiance of that rule, must submit to have, 
if not his honesty, yet at least his power of discriminating right from 
wrong very gravely questioned. 

Now, Sir, 1 deny the existence of the moral obligation pleaded by the 
Government. , 1 deny that we are under any moral obligation to turn our 
fiscal code into a penal code, for the purpose of correcting vices in the 
institutions of independent states. I say that, if you suppose such a 
moral obligation to be in force, the supposition leads to consequences 
from which every one of us would recoil, to consequences which would 
throw the whole commercial and political system of the world into con- 
fusion. I say that, if such a moral obligation exists, our financial legisla- 
tion is one mass of injustice and inhumanity. And I say more especially 
that, if such a moral obligation exists, the right honourable Baronet’s 
Budget is one mass of injustice and inhumanity. 

Observe, I am not disputing the paramount authority of moral obliga- 
tion. I am not setting up pecuniary considerations, against moral consi- 
derations. I know that it would be not only a wicked but a short- 
sighted policy, to aim at making a nation like this great and prosperous 
by violating the laws of justice. To those laws, enjoin what they may, 
l am prepared to submit But I will not palter with them : I will not 
cite them to day in order to serve one turn, and quibble them away to- 
morro>v in order to serve another. I will not have two standards of 
right ; one to be applied when I wish to protect a favourite interest at 
the public cost ; ana another to be applied when I wish to replenish the 
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Exchequer, and to give an impulse to trade. I will not have two weights 
or two measures. I will not blow hot and cold, play fast and loose, 
strain at ,a gnat and swallow a camel. Can the Government say as 
much? Are gentlemen opposite prepared to act in conformity with 
their own principle ? They need not look long for opportunities. The 
Statute Book swarms with enactments directly opposed to the rule which 
they profess to respect. I will take a single instance from our existing 
laws, and propound it to the gentlemen opposite as a test, if I must not 
say of their sincerity, yet of their power of moral discrimination. Take 
the article of tobacco. Not only do you admit the tobacco of the 
United States which is grown by slaves ; not only do you admit the 
tobacco of Cuba which is grown by slaves, and by slaves, as you tell us, 
recently imported from Africa ; but you actually interdict the free 
labourer of the United Kingdom from growing tobacco. You have long 
had in your Statute Book laws prohibiting the cultivation of tobacco in 
England, and authorising the Government to destroy all tobacco planta- 
tions, except a few square yards, which are suffered to exist unmolested 
in botanical gardens, for purposes of science. These laws did not 
extend to Ireland. The free peasantry of Ireland began to grow 
tobacco. The cultivation spread fast. Dow^n came your legislation 
upon it ; and now, if the Irish freeman dares to engage in competition 
with the slaves of Virginia and Havannah, you exchequer him; you 
ruin him ; you grub up his plantation. Here, then, we have a test by 
which we may try the consistency of the gentlemen opposite. I ask 
you, are you prepared, I do not say to exclude the slave grown tobacco, 
but to take away from slave grown tobacco the monopoly which you 
now give to it, and to permit the free labourer of the United Kingdom 
to enter into competition on equal terms, on any terms, wdth the negro 
who works under the lash ? I am confident that the three right honour- 
able gentleman opposite, the First Lord of the Trea.sury, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and the late President of the Board of Trade, will all 
with one voice answer “ No.^^ And why not? ‘‘Because,” say they, 
“it will injure the revenue. True it is,” they wdll say, “that the 
tobacco imported from abroad is grown by .slaves, and by slaves many 
of whom have been recently carried across the Atlantic in defiance, not 
only of justice and humanity, but of law and treaty. Tme it is that the 
cultivators of the United Kingdom are freemen. But then on the 
imported tobacco we are able to raise at the Custom House a duty of 
six hundred per cent., sometimes indeed of twelve hundred per cent. ; 
and, if tobacco were grown here, it would be difficult to get an excise 
duty of even a hundred per cent. We cannot submit to this loss of 
revenue ; and therefore we must give a monopoly to the slaveholder, and 
make it penal in the freeman to evade that monopoly.’’ You may* be 
right ; but, in the name of common sense, be consistent. If this moral ob- 
ligation of w'hich you talk so much be one which may with propriety yield 
to fiscal considerations, let us have Brazilian sugars. If it be paramount 
to all fiscal considerations, let us at least have British snuff and cigars. 

The present Ministers may indeed plead that they are not the authors 
of the laws which prohibit the cultivation of tobacco in Great Britain and 
Ireland. That is true. The present Government found those laws in 
existence : and no doubt there is good sense in the Conservative doctrine 
that many things which ought not to have been set up ought not, when 
they have been set up, to be hastily and rudely pulled down. But whaf’ 
will th^ right honourable Baronet urge in vindication of his own new 
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Budget ? He is not content with maintaining laws which he finds already 
existing in favour of produce grown by slaves. He introduces a crowd of 
new laws to the same effect. He comes down to the House wjth a pro- 
position for entirely taking away the duties on the importation of raw 
cotton. He glories in this scheme. He tells us that it is in strict accord- 
ance with the soundest principles of l^slation. He tells us that it will 
be a blessing to the country. I agree with him, and I intend to vote 
with him. But how is all this cotton grown ? Is it not grown by slaves? 
Again I say, you may be right ; but, in the name of common sense, l)e 
consistent. I saw, with no small amusement, a few days ago, a para- 
graph by one of the right honourable Baronet’s eulogists, which was to 
the following effect : — ** Thus has this eminent statesman given to the 
English labourer a large supply of a most important raw material, and 
has manfully withstood those ravenous Whigs who wished to inundate 
our country with sugar dyed in negro blood.” With what, I should like 
to know, is the right honourable Baronet’s cotton dyed ? 

Formerly, indeed, an attempt was made to distinguish between the 
cultivation of cotton and the cultivation of sugar. The cultivation of 
sugar, it was said, was peculiarly fatal to the health and life of the slave. 
But that plea, whatever it may have been worth, must now be abandoned ; 
for the right honourable Baronet now proposes to reduce, to a very great 
extent, the duty on slave grown sugar imported from the United States. 

Then a new distinction is set up. The United States, it i.s said, have 
slavery ; but they have no slave trade. I deny that assertion. I say 
that the sugar and cotton of the United States are the fruits, not only of 
slavery, but of the slave trade. And I say further that, if there be on the 
surface of this earth a country which, before God and man, is more ac- 
countable than any other for the mi.sery and degradation of the African 
race, that country is not Brazil, the produce of which the right honour- 
able Baronet excludes, but the United States, the produce of which he 
proposes to admit on more favourable terms than ever. I have no plea- 
sure in going into an argument of this nature. I do not conceive that it 
is the duty of a member of the English Parliament to discuss abuses which 
exist in other societies. Such discu.ssion seldom tends to pro<luce any 
reform of such abuses, and has a direct tendency to wound national pride, 
and to inflame national animosities. I would willingly avoid this subject : 
but the right honourable Baronet leaves me no choice. He turns this 
House into a Court of Judicature for the purpose of criticising and 
comparing the institutions of independent .States. He tells us that 
our Tariff is to be made an instniment for rewarding the justice and 
humanity of some Foreign Governments, and for punishing the barlmrity 
of others. He binds up the dearest interests of my constituents with 
qua^tions with which otherwise I should, as a Member of Parliament, 
have nothing to do. I would gladly keep silence on such questions. 
But it cannot be. The tradesmen and the professional men whom I re- 
present say to me, ** Why are wc to be loaded, certainly for some years, 
probably for ever, with a tax, admitted by those who impose it to be 
grievous, unequal, inquisitorial ? Why are we to be loaded in time of 
peace with burdens heretofore reserved for the exigencies of war ?’* The 
paper manufacturer, the soap manufacturer, say, “ Why, tf the Income 
Tax is to be continued, are our impq^^nt and suffering branches in- 
dustry to have no relief ?’* And the answer is, ** Because Brazil does not 
behave well as the United States towards the negro race,’* Can I 
then avc id instituting a comparison ? Am X not bound to bring to the 
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test the truth of an assertion pregnant with coaseauences so momentous 
to those who have sent me hither? I must speak out ; and, if what I 
say gives offence and produces inconvenience, for that offence and for that 
inconvenience the Government is responsible. 

I affirm, then, that there exists in the United States a slave trade# not 
less odious or demoralising, nay, I do in my conscience believe, more 
odious and more demoralising than that which is carried on between 
Africa and Brazil. North Carolina and Virginia are to Louisiana and 
Alabama what Congo is to Rio Janeiro. The slave States of the Union 
are divided into two classes, the breeding States, where the human beasts 
of burden increase and multiply and become strong for labour, and the 
sugar and cotton States to wnich those beasts of burden are sent to be 
worked to death. To what an extent the traffic in man is carried on we 
may learn by comparing the census of 1830 with the census of 1840. 
North Carolina and Virginia are, as I have said, great breeding States. 
During the ten years from 1830 to 1840 the slave population of North 
Carolina was almost stationary. The slave population of Virginia posi- 
tively decreased. Yet, both in North Carolina and Virginia propagation 
was, during those ten years, going on fast. The number of births among 
the slaves in those States exceeded by hundreds of thousands the number 
of the deaths. What then became of the smplus? Look to the returns 
from the Southern States, from the States whose produce the right 
honourable Baronet proposes to admit with reduced duty or with no duty 
at all ; and you will see. You will find that the increase in the breeding 
States was barely sufficient to meet the demand of the consuming States. 
In Louisiana, for example, where we know that the negro population is 
worn down by cruel toil, and would not, if left to itself, keep up its 
numbers, there were, in 1830, one hundred and seven thousand slaves j 
in 1840, one hundred and seventy thousand. In Alabama, the slave 
population during those ten years much more than doubled ; it rose from 
one hundred and seventeen thousand to two hundred and fifty-three 
thousand. In Mississippi k actually tripled. It rose from sixty-five 
thousand to one hundred and ninety five thousand. So much for the 
extent of this slave trade. And as to its nature, ask any Englishman who 
has ever travelled in the Southern Slates. Joblx*rs go alwut from plan- 
tation to plantation looking ovit for proprietors who are not easy in their 
circumstances, and who are likely to sell cheap. A black hoy is picked 
up here ; a black girl there. The dearest ties of nature and of marriage 
are tom asunder as nidely as they were ever torn asunder by any slave 
captain on the coast of Guinea. A gang of three or four hundred negroes 
is made up ; and then these wretches, handcuffed, fettered, guarded by 
armed men, are driven southward, as you would drive, —or rather as you 
would not drive, — a herd of oxen to Smithfield, that they may undergo 
the deadly labour of the sugar mill near the mouth of the Mississippi. A 
very few years of that labour in that climate suffice to send the stoutest 
African to his grave. But he can well be s^red. While he is fast 
sinking into premature old age, negro boys in Vir^jinia are growing up as 
fast into vigorous manhood to supply the void which cnielty is making in 
Louisiana. God forbid that I should extenuate the horrore of the slave 
trade in anv form 1 But I do think this its worst form. Bad enough is 
it that civilised men should sail to an uncivilised quarter of the world 
where slavery exists, should there buy wretched barbarians, and should 
carry them away to labour in a distant land : had enough ! But that a 
ei^is^ man, a baptized man, a man proud of being a citizen of a free 
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state, a man fr^tienting a Christian church, should breed slaves for ex« 
portation, and, if the whole horrible truth must be told, should even beget 
slaves for exportation, should see children, sometimes his own children, 
gambolling around him from infancy, should watch their growth, should 
become familiar with their faces, and sliould then sell them for four or 
five hundred dollars a head, and send them to lead in a remote country a 
life which is a lingering death, a life about which the best thing that can 
be said is that it is sure to be short ; this does, I own, excite a horror 
exceeding even the horror excited by that slave trade which is the curse 
of the African coast. And mark : I am not speaking of any rare case, of 
any instance of eccentric depravity. I am speaking of a trade as regular 
as the trade in pigs between Dublin and Laverpool, or as the trade in 
coals between the Tyne and the Thames. 

There is another point to which I must advert. I have no wish to 
apologise for slavery as it exists in Brazil ; but this I say, that slavery, 
as it exists in Brazil, though a fearful evil, seems to me a much less 
hopeless evil than slavery as it exists in the United States. In estimat- 
ing the character of negro slavery we must never forget one most im- 
portant ingredient ; an ingredient which was wanting to slavery as it was 
known to the Greeks and Romans ; an ingredient which was wanting to 
slavery as it appeared in Europe during the middle ages ; I mean the 
antipathy of colour. Where this antipathy exists in a high degree, it is 
difficult to conceive how the white masters and the black lalx)urers can 
ever be mingled together, as the lords and villeins in many parts of the 
Old World have been, in one free community. Now this antipathy is 
notoriously much stronger in the United States than in the Brazils. In 
the Brazils the free people of colour are numerous. They are not ex- 
cluded from honourable callings. You may find among them merchants, 
physicians, lawyers : many of them bear arms ; some have been admitted 
to holy orders. Whoever knows what dignity, what sanctity, the Church 
of Rome ascribes to the person of a priest, will at once perceive the im- 
portant consequences which follow from this last circumstance. It is by 
no means unusual to see a white |)enitent kneeling before the spiritual 
tribunal of a negro, confessing his sins to a negro, receiving absolution 
from a negro. It is by no means unusual to see a negro dispensing the 
Eucharist to a circle of whites. I need not tell the House what emotions 
of amazement and of rage such a spectacle would excite in Georgia or 
South Carolina. Fully admitting, therefore, as I do, that Brazilian 
slavery is a horrible evil, I yet must say that, if 1 were called upon to 
declare whether I think the chances of the African race on the whole 
better in Brazil or in the United States, I should at once answer iliat 
they are better in Brazil, t think it not improlmble that in eighty or a 
hundred years the black population of Brazil may be free and happy, t 
see no reasonable prospect of such a change in the United States. 

The right honourable gentleman, the late President of the Board 
of Trade, has said much about that system of maritime police by 
which wc have attempted to sweep slave trading vessels from the 
great highway of nations. Now what has been the conduct of Br^il, 
and what has been the condua of the United States, as respects that 
system of police? Brazil has come into the system ; the United States 
live thrown eveiy impediment in the way of the system. What opinion 
Her Majesty's Ministers mitertain resf^cting the Riht of Search we know 
from a letter of my Lord Aberdeen which has, wtUiin a few days, been 
laid on our taWe* I believe that ^ state correctly the sense of Jhid letter 
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whai I say that the noble Earl regards the Right of Search as an elTica* 
ciotis means, and as the only efficacious means, of preventing the mari- 
time slave trade. He expresses most serious doubts whether any substitute 
can be devised. I think that this check would be a most valuable one, 
if all nations would submit to it ; and I applaud the humanity which has 
induced successive British administrations to exert themsejves for the 
purpose of obtaining the concurrence of foreign Powers in so excellent a 
plan. Brazil consented to admit the Right of Search ; the United States 
refused, and by refusing deprived the Right of Search of half its value. 
Not content with refusing to admit the Right of Search, they even dis- 
puted the right of visit, a right which no impartial publicist in Europe 
will deny to be in strict conformity with the Law of Nations. Nor was 
this all. In every part of the Continent of Europe the diplomatic agents 
of the Cabinet of Washington have toiled to induce other nations to 
imitate the example of the United States. You cannot have forgotten 
(General Cass’s letter. You cannot have forgotten the teims in which 
his Government communicated to him its approbation of his conduct. 
You know as well as 1 do that, if the United States bad submitted to 
the Right of Search, there would have been no outcry against that 
nght in France. Nor do I much blame the French. It is but natural 
that, when one maritime Power makes it a point of honour to refuse 
us this right, other maritime Powers should think that they cannot, 
without degradation, take a different course. It is but natural that a 
Frenchman, proud of his country, should ask why the tricolor is to be 
less respected than the stars and stripes. The right honourable gentle- 
man says that, if we assent to my noble friend’s amendment, we shall no 
longer oe able to maintain the Right of Search. Sir, he need not trouble 
himself about that right. It is already gone. We have agreed to negotiate 
on the subject with France. Everybody knows how that negotiation will 
end. The French flag will be exempted from search i Spain will instantly 
demand, if she has not already demanded, similar exemption ; and you 
may as well let her have it with a good grace, and without wrangling. 
For a Right of Search, from which the flags of France and America are 
exempted, is not worth a dispute. The only system, therefore, which, 
in the opinion of Her Majesty^s Ministei-s, has yet been found efficacious 
for the prevention of the maritime slave trade, is in fact abandoned. And 
who is answerable for this ? The United States of America. The chief 
guilt even of the slave trade between Africa and Brazil lies, not with the 
(iovemment of Bmzil, but with that of the United States, And yet the 
right honourable Baronet proposes to punish Brazil for the slave trade, 
and in the same breath proposes to show favour to the United States, 
because the United States are pure from the crime of slave trading. I 
thank the right honourable gentleman, the late President of the Boj^ of 
Trade, for reminding me of Mr Calhoun’s letter. I could not have wished 
for a belter UlustratTon of my argument Let anybody who has read that 
letter say what is the country which, if we take on ourselves to avenge 
the wrongs of Africa, ought to be the first object of our indication. The 
Government of the United States has placed itself on a bad eminence to 
which Brazil never aspired, and which Brazil, even if aspiring to it, never 
could attain. The Government of the U nited States has formally declared 
itself the patron, the champion of negro slavery all over the world, the 
ev|] genins, the Arimanes 01 the African race, and seems to take pride in 
thk ^ameihl and odious distinction, 1 well understand that an American 
stateainaii vwf say, ** Slavery k a hmtble evil; but we were bom to it, we 
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see no at present to rid ourselves of it; and we mttst endure it as we best 
may/* Good and enlightened men may hold such lan^age ; but such 
is not the language of the American Caoinet. That C^inet is actuated 
by a propagandist spirit, and labours to spread servitude and barbarism 
with an ardour such as no other (government ever showed in the cause 
of freedom and civilisation. Nay more ; the doctrine hdd at Washington 
is that this holy cause sanctifies the most unholy means. These zedots 
of slavery think themselves justified in snatching away provinces on the 
right hand and on the left, in defiance of public faith and international 
law, from neighbouring countries which have free institutions, and this 
avowedly for the purpose of diffusing over a wider space the matest 
curse that afflicts humanity. They put themselves at the head of the 
slavedriving interest througfiout the world, just as Elizabeth put herself 
at the head of the Protestant interest ; and wherever their favourite 
institution is in danger, are ready to stand by it as Elizabeth stood by the 
Dutch. This, then, I hold to be demonstrated, that of all societies now 
existing, the Republic of the United States is by far the most culpable as 
respects slavery and the slave trade. 

Now then I come to the right honourable Baronct*s Budget. He tells 
us, that he will not admit Brazilian sugar, because the Bra»lian Govern- 
ment tolerates slavery and connives at the slave trade ; and he tells us at 
the same time, that he will admit the slave grown cotton and the slave 
grown sugar of the United States. I am utterly at a loss to understand 
how he can vindicate his consistency. He tells us that if we adopt my 
noble friend’s proposition, we shall give a stimulus to the slave trade be- 
tween Africa and Brazil. Be it so. But is it not equally clear that, if we 
adopt the right honourable Baronet’s own propositions, we shall give a 
stimulus to the slave trade between Virginia and I^uisiana ? I have not 
the least doubt that, as soon as the contents of his Budget are known on 
the other side of the Atlantic, the slave trade will become more active 
than it is at this moment ; that the jobbers in human flesh and blood will 
be more busy than ever ; that the droves of manacled negroes, moving 
southward to their doom, will be more numerous on every road. These 
will be the fruits of the r^ht honourable Baronet’s measure* Yet he 
tells us that this part of his Budget is framed on sound principles and 
will greatly benefit the country ; and he tells us truth. I mean to vote 
with him ; and I can perfectly, on my own principles, reconcile to my 
conscience the vote which I shall give, flow tne right honourable 
Baronet can reconcile the course which he takes to his conscience, I am 
at a loss to conceive, and am not a little atrious to know. No man is 
more capable than he of doing justice to any catise which he under- 
takes ; and it would be most presumptuous in me to anticipate the 
defence which he means to set up. But I hope that the House will 
suffer me, as one who feels deeply on this subject, now lo explain the 
reasons which convince me that 1 ought to vote for the ri^ honourable 
Baionet*s propositions respecting the produce of the United States. In 
etplaining those reasons, l at the same time explain the reasons whidi 
inauce me to vote with my noble friend to-night. 

t say then, Sir, that i fully admit the paramount authority of moral 
(^hgations. But it is hnportMt that we should accnratelY understand the 
i^ture and extent of those obligalieiis. We are clearly Wtmd to wrong 
no man.; Nay, more, we are bwnd to regard til men with beitevo^ce. 
38ut io eveiy indivM^^^^^ aild lo tvery soci^, *PtO¥id€tt<^ has « m 
s|!ihere wlthfb whfeh 'Mewiiehee peelfltafty aeriut f 
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individual or a society neglects what lies within that sphere in order to 
attend to what lies without, the result is likely to be harm and not ^ood. 

It is thus in private life. We should not be Justified in injunng a 
stranger in order to benefit ourselves or those wno are dearest to us. 
Every stranger is entitled, by the laws of humanity, to claim from us 
certain reasonable good offices. But it is not true that we are bound to 
exert ourselves to serve a mere stranger as we are bound to exert our- 
selves to serve our own relations. A man would not be justified in sub- 
jecting his wife and children to disagreeable privations, in order to save 
even from utter ruin some foreigner whom he never saw. And if a man 
were so absurd and perverse as to starve his own family in order to relieve 
people with whom he had no acquaintance, there can be little doubt that 
nis crary charity would produce much more misery than happiness. 

It is the same with nations. No statesman ought to injure other coun- 
tries in order to benefit his own country. No statesman ought to lose 
any fair opportunity of rendering to foreign nations such good offices as 
he can render without a breach of the duty which he owes to the society 
of which he is a member. But, after all, our country is our country, and 
has the first claim on our attention. There is nothing, I col^ceive, of 
narrow-mindedness in this patriotism. I do not say that vre ought to 
prefer the happiness of one particular society to the happiness of man- 
kind ; but I say that, by exerting ourselves to promote the happiness of 


the society with which we are most nearly connected, and with which we 
are best acquainted, we shall do more to promote the happiness of man- 
kind than by busying ourselves about matters wliich we do not fully 
understand, and cannot efficiently control. 

There are great evils connected with the factory system in this coun- 
try. Some of those evils might, I am inclined to think, be removed or 
mitigated by legislation. On that point many of my friends differ from 
me ; but we all agree in thinking that it is the duty of a British Legis- 
lator to consider the subject attentively, and with a serious sense of 


responsibility. There are also great social evils in Russia. The peasants 
of tliat empire are in a state of servitude. The sovereign of Russia is 
bound by the most solemn obligations to consider whether he can do 
anything to improve the condition of that large portion of his subjects. 
If we watch over our factory children, and he watches over his peasants, 
much gowl may l>e done. But would any good l)e done if the Emperor 
of Russia and the British Parliament were to interchange functions ; if 
he were to take under his patroiwge the weavers of I^ncashire, if we 
were to take under our patronage thie peasants of the Volga ; if he were 
to say, ** You shall send no cotton to Russia till you pass a Ten Hours’ 
Bill ; *’ if we were to say, “ You shall send no hemp or tallow to England 
till you emancipate your serfs?’* 

On these pnncipies, Sir, which seem to me to be the principles of 
plain common sense, I can, without resorting to any casttisti<^ subtilties, 
vindicate to my own conscience, and, 1 hope, to my country, the whole 
course whi^ I have pursued with respect to slavery. When I first came 
into Parliament, slavery still existed in the British dominions. I had, as 
it was natural that 1 should have, a strong feeling on the subject. 1 
exerted iii)uidf, according to my station and to the mea-sure of my abilities, 
on the side of the oppre»ed. I shrank from no personal sacrifice im that 
cause. I do not mention tlus as matter of l)oast. It was no more than 


my duty. The right honourable gentleman, the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, knows tha^ in 1833 , 1 disapproved of one 
of Uie measure which Lord Grey’s Government proposed on the subject 
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of slavery. I w'as in office ; and office was then as important to me as 
it could be to any man, I put my resignation into the hands of Lord 
Spencer, and both spoke and voted against the Administration. To my 
surprise. Lord Grey and Lord Spencer refused to accept my resignation, 
and I remained in office ; but during some days I considered myself as 
out of the service of the Crown. I at the same lime heartily joined in 
laying a heavy burden on the country for the purpose of compensating the 
planters. I acted thus, because, being a British Legislator, I thought 
myself bound, at any cost to myself and to my constituents, to remove a 
foul stain from the British laws, and to redress the wrongs endured by 
persons who, as British subjects, were placed under my guardianship. 
But my especial obligations in respect of negro slavery ceased when 
slavery itself ceased in that part of tW world for the welfare of which I, 
as a member of this House, was accountable. As for the blacks in the 
United States, I feel for them, God knows. But I am not their keeper. 

I do not stand in the same relation to the slaves of Louisiana and Ala- 
bama in which I formerly stood to the slaves of Demerara and Jamaica. 

I am bound, on the other hand, by the most solemn obligations, to pro- 
mote the'interests of millions of my own countrymen, who are indeed by 
no means in a state so miserable and degraded as that of the slaves in the 
United States, but who are toiling hard from sunrise to sunset in order 
to obtain a scanty subsistence ; who are often scarcely able to procure 
the necessaries of life ; and whose lot would be alleviated if I could open 
new markets to them, and free them from taxes which now press heavily 
on their industry. I see clearly that, by excluding the produce of slave 
labour from our ports, I should inflict great evil on my fellow-subjects 
and constituents. But the good which, by taking such a course, I should 
do to the negroes in the United States seems to me very problematical. 
That by admitting slave grown cotton and slave grown sugar we do, in 
.some sense, encourage slavery and the Slave IVade, may be true. But 
I doubt whether, by turning our fiscal code into a penal code for restraining 
the cruelty of the American planters, we should not, on the whole, 
injure the negroes 'rather than benefit them. No independent nation will 
endure to be told by another nation, “We are more virtuous than you ; 
we have sate in judgment on your institutions ; we find them to be bad ; 
and, as a punisnment for your offences, we condemn you to pay higher 
duties at our Custom House than we demand from the rest of the wond.’^ 
Such language naturally excites the resentment of foreigners. I can make 
allowance for their susceptibility. For I myself .sympathise with them. 
1 know' that Ireland has been misgoverned ; and I have done, and pur- 
pose to do, my best to redress her grievances. But when I take up a New 
York jQumal, and read there the rants of Pre.sident 'I'yler’s son, I feel 
so much disgusted by such insolent absurdity that I am for a moment 
inclined to deny that Ireland has any reason whatever to complain. It 
seems to me that if ever slavery is p^eably extinguished in the United 
States, that p;reat and happy change must be brought about by the efforts 
of those enl^htened and respectable American citizens who hate slavery 
as much as we hate it Now I cannot help fearing that, if the British 
Farliament were to fWoclaim itself the protector and avenger of the 
Amesrlcan slave, the pnde of those excdlent persons would udce the atamu 
It mlgHt become a point tff naticmal honour witii them to stand by an 
institndcm which thi^ have hitherto regarded as a national disgrace. We 
should thus confer no bctidit on the negro ; uimI we ^tottld at the same 
time inflict cni^ suffeiing oil our own coontrytaen. 

On these grounds^ Siri X can* udtii a clear consdoice^ vote for the fight 
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honourable Baronet’s propositions respecting the cotton and sugar of the 
Unit^ States. But on exactly the same grounds I can, with a clear 
conscience, vote for the amendment of my noble friend. And I confess 
that I shall be much surprised if the right honourable Baronet shall be 
able to point out any distinction betw'een the cases. 

I have detained you too long, Sir ; yet there is one point to which I 
must refer ; I mean the refining. Was such a distinction ever heard 
of? Is there anything like it in all Pascal's Dialogues with the old 
Jesuit ? Not for the world are we to eat one ounce of Brazilian sugar. 
But we import the accursed thing ; we bond it ; we employ our skill 
and machinery to render it more alluring to the eye and to the palate ; 
we export it to Leghorn and Hamburg ; we send it to all the coffee 
houses of Italy and Germany : we pocket a profit on all this ; and then 
we put on a Pharisaical air, and thank God that we are not like those 
wickeil Italians and Germans who have no scruple about swallowing 
slave grown sugar. Surely this sophistry is worthy only of the worst 
class of false witnesses. I perjure myself 1 Not for the world. I only 
kissed my thumb ; I did not put my lips to the calf-skin.” I remember 
something very like the right honouiTible Baronet’s morality in a .Spanish 
novel which I read long ago. I Ixjg pardon of the House for detaining 
them with such a trifle ; but the story is much to the purpose. A wan- 
dering lad, a sort of Gil Bias, is taken into the service of a rich old silver- 
smith, a most pious man, who is always telling his beads, who hears ma.ss 
daily, and observes the feasts and fasts of the church with the utmost 
scrupulosity. 7"he silversmith is always preaching honesty and piety. 
“ Never,’’ he constantly repeats to his young assistant, “ never touch 
what is not your own ; never take liberties with sacred things.” Sacrilege, 
as uniting theft with profaneness, is the sin of which he has the deepest 
horror. One day, while he is lecturing after his usual fashion, an ill- 
looking fellow comes into the shop with a sack under his arm. “Will you 
buy these?” says the visitor, and produces from the sack some church 
plate and a rich silver crucifix. “ Buy them I ” cries the pious man. 
“ No, nor touch them ; not for the world. I know wdiere you got them. 
Wretch that you are, have you no care for your soul? ” “ Well then,” 

says the thief, “ if you will not buy them, w ill you melt them down for 
me?” “ Melt them down !” answers the silversmith, “ that is quite 
another matter.” He takes the chalices and the crucifix with a pair of 
tongs ; the silver, thus in bond, is dropped into the crucible, melted, and 
delivered to the thief, who lays down five pistoles and decamps with his 
booty. The young servant stares at this strange scene. But the master 
very gravely re.sumcs his lecture. “ My son,” he .says, “ take warning by 
that sacrilegious knave, and take example by me. Think what a load of 
guilt lies on his conscience. You will see him hanged before long. But 
as to me, you saw that I would not touch the stolen property. I keep 
these longs for such occasions. And thus I thrive in the fear of God, and 
manage to turn an honest penny.” You talk of moixility. What ^n be 
more immoral than to bring ridicule on the very name of morality, by 
drawing distinctions where there are no differences? Is it not enough 
that this dishonest casuistry has already poisoned our theology ? Is it not 
enough that a set of quibbles has been devised, under cover of which a divine 
may hold the worst doctrines of the Church of Rome, and may hold with 
them the best benefice of the Church of England ? Let us at least keep 
the debates of this House free from the sophistry of Tract Number Ninety. 

And (tktn ^e right hououraUe genUeman, the late President of the 
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Board of Trade, wonders that other nations consider out abhorrence of 
slavery and the Slave Trade as sheer hypocrisy. Why, Sir, how should 
it be otherwise ? And, if the imputation annoys us, whom have we to 
thank for it ? Numerous and malevolent as our detractors are, none of 
them was ever so absurd as to charge us with hypocri^ because we took 
slave grown tobacco and slave grown cotton, till the Government began 
to aifect scruples about admitting slave grown sugar. Of course, as soon 
as our Ministers ostentatiously announced to all the world that our fiscal 
system was framed on a new and sublime moral principle, everybo^ 
b^n to inquire whether we consistently adhered to that principle. It 
required much less acuteness and much less malevolence than that of our 
neighbours to discover that this hatred of slave grown produce was mere 
grimace. They see that we not only take tobacco produced by means of 
slavery and of the Slave Trade, but that we positively interdict freemen 
in this country from growing tobacco. They see that we not only take 
cotton produced by means of slavery and of the Slave Trade, but that we 
are about to exempt this cotton from all duty. They see that we are at 
this moment reducing the duty on the slave grown sugar of Louisiana. 
How can we expect them to believe that it is from a sense of justice and 
humanity that we lay a prohibitory duty on the sugar of Brazil ? I care 
little for the abuse which any foreign press or any foreign tribune may 
throw on the Machiavelian policy of perfidious Albion. What gives 
me pain is, not that the charge of hypocrisy is made, but that 1 am unable 
to see how it is to be refuted. 

Yet one word more. The right honourable gentleman, the late Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, has quoted the opinions of two persons, 
highly distinguished by the exertions which they made for the abolition 
of slavery, my lamented friend. Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton, and Sir 
Stephen Lushington. It is most true that those eminent persons did 
approve of the principle laid down by the right honourable Baronet 
opposite in 1841. I tnink that they were in error ; but in their error I 
am sure that they were sincere, and I firmly believe that they would 
have been consistent. They would have objected, no doubt, to my 
noble friend’s amendment ; but they would have objected equally to the 
right honourable Baronet’s budget. It was not prudent, I think, in 
gentlemen opposite to allude to those respectable names. The mention 
of those names irresistibly carries the mind back to the days of the great 
struggle for negro freedom. And it is but natural that we should ask 
where, during that struggle, were those who now profess such loathing 
for slave grown su^ ? The three persons who are chiefly responsible 
for the financial and commercial policy of the present Government I take 
to be the right honourable Baronet at the head of the Treasury, the right 
honourable gentleman the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the right 
honourable gentleman the late President of the l^ard of Trade. Is 
there anything in the past conduct of any one of the three which can lead 
me to believe that hjs sensibility to the evils of slavery is greater than 
mine ? I am sure that the right honourable Baronet the first Lord of 
the Treasury would think that I was speaking ironically if I were to com- 
pliment him on his zeal for the liberty of the negro race. Never once, 
during the whole of the long and obstinate conflict which ended in the 
aboiitton of slavery in our colonies, did he give one word, one sign of 
encouragement to those who suffered and laboured for the g^>od cause. 
Tim whole weight of his mat abilities and influence was in the otto 
scale. 1 well remember so kte as iSjj) he dedaied in Home 
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tion proposed by my noble fri^d who now represents Sunderland,* nor 
to the plan of gradual emancipation proposea by Ix)rd Grey's govern- 
ment. I well remember that he said, “ I shall claim no credit liereafter 
on account of this bill ; all that 1 desire is to be absolved from the 
responsibility." As to the other two r^ht honourable gentlemen whom 
I have mentioned, they are West Indians ; and their conduct was that 
of West Indians. I do not wish to give them pain, or to throw any 
disgraceful imputation on them. Personally I regard them with feel- 
ings of goodwill and respect. I do not question their sincerity ; but 
I know that the most honest men are but too jprone to deceive them- 
selves into the belief that the path towards which they are impelle<l 
by their own interests and passions is the path of duty. I am con- 
scious that this might l>e my own case ; and I believe it to be theirs. 
As the right honourable gentleman, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
has left the House, I will only say that, with respect to the ques- 
tion of shivery, he acted after the fashion of the class to whioi he 
belonged. Hut as the right honourable gentleman, the late President of 
the KtKird of Trade, is in his place, he must allow me to bring to his 
recollection the part which he took in the debates of 1833. He then 
said; ‘*You raise a great clamour about the cultivation of sugar. You 
say that it is a species of industry fatal to the health and life of the 
slave. I do not deny that there is some difference between the 
labour of a sugar plantation and the labour of a cotton plantation, 
or a coffee plantation. But the difference is not so great as you 
think. In marshy soils, the slaves who cultivate the sugar cane suffer 
severely. But in Barbadoes, where the air is good, they thrive and mul- 
tiply," He proceeded to say that, even at the worst, tlie labour of a 
sugar plantation was not more unhealthy than some kinds of lalxiur in 
which the manufacturers of England are employed, and which nobody 
thinks of prohibiting. He particularly mentioned grinding. “ See how 
grinding destroys the health, the sight, the life. Yet there is no outcry 
jigainst grinding." He went on to say that the whole question ought to 
be left by Parliament to the West Indian Legislature. [Mr Ghastom : 
Really I never said so. You are not quoting me at all correctly.] What, 
not al>out the sugar cultivation and the grinding? [Mr Gladstone: lliat 
is correct ; but I never recommendc«l that the question should be left to 
the West Indian T,egislature.s.] I have quoted correctly. But since my 
right honourable friend disclaims the sentiment imputed to him by the 
reporters, I shall say no more about it. I have no doubt that he is quite 
right, and that what he said was misunderstood. What is undisputed is 
amply sufficient for my purpose, I see that the persons who now show 
so much zeal against slavery in foreign countries, are the same persons 
who formerly countenancea slavery in the British Colonies. I I'emember 
a time when they maintained that we were bound in justice to protect 
slave grown sugar against the competition of free grown sugar, and even 
of British free grown sugar. I now hear them calling on m to protect 
fVee grown sugar against the com^ietition of slave grown su^r. 1 
remember a time when they extenuated os much as they could the evils 
of the sugar cultivation. 1 now hear them exaggerating those evils. 
But, devious as their course has been, there is one clue by which I can 
ewy track them through the whole maze. Inconstant in everything 
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dse, they are constant in demanding protection for the West Indian 
planter. While he employs slaves, they do their best to apologise for 
the evils of slavery. As soon as he is forced to employ freemen, they 
begin to cry up the blessings of freedom. They go round the whole 
compass, and yet to one point they steadfastly adhere : and that point is 
the interest of the West Indian proprietors, I have done, Sir ; and I 
thank the House most sincerely for the patience and indulgence with 
which I have been heard. I hope that I have at least vindicated my 
own consistency. How Her Majesty’s Ministers will vindicate theii con- 
sistency, how they vtdll show that their conduct has at all times been 
guided by the same principles, or even that their conduct at the present 
time is guided by any fixed principle at all, 1 am unable to conjecture. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House ok Commons on the 14TH of April, 1845. 

On Satu«’day the eleventh of April, 1845, Sir Robert moved the second reading 
of the Maynooth College Bill. Auer a debate of six nights the motion was car- 
ried by 333 votes to 176. On the second night the following Speech was made. 

I DO not mean, Sir, to follow the honourable gentleman who has just 
sate down into a discussion on an amendment which is not now before 
us. When my honourable friend the Member for Sheffield shall think it 
expedient to msfke a motion on that important subject to which he has 
repeatedly called the attention of the Hoii.se, I may, perhaps, ask to l>e 
heard. At present I shall content myself with explaining the reasons 
which convince me that it is my duty to vote for the second reading of 
this bill ; and I cannot, I think, better explain those reason.s than by 
passing in review, as rapidly as I can, the chief objections which have 
been made to the bill here and elsewhere. 

The objectors, Sir, may be divided into three classe.s. The first class 
consists of those persons who object, not to the principle of the grant to 
Maynooth College, but merely to the amount. The second class consists 
of Arsons who object on principle to all grants made to a church which 
they regard as corrupt. The third class consists of persons who object on 
principle to all grants made to churches, whether corrupt or pure. 

Now, Sir, of those three classes the first is evidently that which takes 
the most untenable ground. How any person can think that Maynooth 
College ought to be supported by public money, and yet can think this 
bill too bad to be suffered to go into Committee, I do not well under- 
stand. I am forced however to believe that there are many such persons. 
For I cannot but remember that the old annual vote attracted scarcely 
any notice ; and I see that this bill has priKliiced violent excitement. 1 
cannot but remember that the old annual vote used to pass with very few 
dissentients ; and I see that great numbers of gentlemen, who never were 
among those dissentients, have crowded down to the House in order 
to divide against this bill It is indeed certain that a large proportion, 
1 believe a majority, of those members who cannot, as they assure us, 
conscientkHisly support the |dan proposed by the right honourable 
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Baronet at the head of the Govemment, would without the stn^lest 
scruple have supported him if he had in this, as in former years, asked 
us to give nine tnousand pounds for twelve months. So it is : yet I can- 
not help wondering that it should be so. For how can any human in- 
genuity turn a question between nine thousand pounds and twenty-six 
thousand pounds, or between twelve months and an indefinite number of 
months, into a question of principle? Observe : I am not now answering 
those who maintain that nothing ought to be given out of the public 
purse to a corrupt church ; nor am I now answering those who maintain 
that nothing ought to Ixj given out of the public purse to any church 
whatever. They, I admit, oppose this bill on principle. I perfectly 
understand, though I do not myself hold, the opinion of the zealous 
voluntary who says, “ Whether the Roman Catliolic Church teaches 
truth or error, she ought to have no assistance from the State.*' I also 
perfectly understand, though I do not myself hold, the opinion of the 
zealous Protestant who says, “The Roman Catholic Church teaches 
error, and therefore ought to have no assistance from the State.” But 1 
cannot understand the reasoning of the man who says, “ In spite of the 
errors of the Roman Catholic Church, I think that she ought to have 
some assistance from the State ; but I am bouml to mark my abhorrence 
of her errors by doling out to her a miserable pittance. Her tenets are 
so absurd and noxious that I will pay the professor who teaches them 
wages less than I should offer to my groom. Her rites are so supersti- 
tious that I will take care that they shall l>e performed in a chai>el 
with a leaky roof and a dirty floor. By all means let us keep her a 
college, provided only that it l)e a shabby one. Let us support those 
who are intended to teach her doctrines and to administer her sacraments 
to the next generation, provided only that every future priest shall cost 
us less than a foot soldier. Let us lx>ard her young theologians ; but let 
their larder be so scantily supplied that they may be compelled to break 
up liefore the regular vacation from mere want of food. Let us lotlge 
them ; but let their lodging l)e one in which they may be packed like 
pigs in a stye, and l>c punished for their heterodoxy by feeling the snow 
and the wind through the broken panes.” Is it jwssible to conceive 
anything more absurd or more disgraceful? Can anything be clearer 
than this, that whatever it is lawful to do it is lawful to do well ? If it 
be right that we should keep up this college at all, it must be right that 
we should keep it up respectably. Our national dignity is concerned. 
For this in.stitulion, whether good or bad, is, beyond all dispute, a very 
important institution. Its office is to form the character of those who 
arc to form the character of millions. Whether we ought to extend any 
patronage to such an institution is a question about which wise and 
nonest men may differ. But that, as we do extend our patronage to such 
an institution, our patronage ought to be worthy of the object, and 
worthy of the greatness of our country, is a proposition from which I am 
astonished to hear any person dissent. 

It is, I must say, with a {>ecuHarly Ixid grace that one of the members 
for the University to which I have the honour to belong,* a gentleman 
who never thought himself l)Ound to say a word or to give a vote against 
the grant of nine thousand pounds, now vehemently opposes the grant 
of twenty-six thousand pounds as exorbitant. When I consider how 
munificently the colleges of Cambridge and Oxford are endowed, and 
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with what pomp religion and learning are there surrounded ; when 1 call 
to mind the loi^ streets of places, the towers and oriels, the venerable 
cloisters, the trim gardens, the otgans, the altar pieces, the solemn light 
of the stained windows, the libraries, the museums, the galleries of 
painting and sculpture ; when I call to mind also the physical comforts 
which are provided both for instructors and for pupils ; when I reflect 
that the very sizars and servitors are far better lodged and fed than those 
students who afe to be, a few years hence, tlie priests and bishops of the 
Irisli people ; when 1 think of the spacious and stately mansions of the 
heads of houses, of the commodious chambers of the fellows and scholars, 
of the refectories, the combination rooms, the bowling greens, the stabling, 
of the state and luxury of the great feast days, of the piles of old plate on 
the tables, of the savoury steam of the kitchens, of the multitudes of geese 
and capons which turn at once on the spits, of the oceans of excellent ale 
in the butteries ; and when I remember from whom all this splendour 
and plenty is derived ; when I remember what was the faith of Edward 
the Third and of Henry the Sixth, of Margaret of Anjou and Margaret 
of Richmond, of William of Wykeham and William of Waynefleet, of 
Archbishop Chicheley and Cardinal Wolsey ; when 1 remember what we 
have taken from the Roman Catholics, King’s College, New College, 
Christ Church, my own Trinity ; and when 1 look at the miserable 
Dotheboys Hall which we have given them in exchange, 1 feel, I must 
own, less proud than 1 could wish of being a Protestant and a Cambridge 
man. 

Some gentlemen, it is true, have made an attempt to show that there 
is a distinction of principle between the old grant which they have always 
supported and the larger grant which they are determined to oppose. 
But never was attempt more unsuccessful. They say that, at the time of 
the Union, we entered into an implied contract with Ireland to keep up 
this college. We are therefore, they argue, bound by public faith to con- 
tinue the old grant ; but we are not bound to make any addition to that 
grant. Now, Sir, on this point, though on no other, 1 do most cordially 
agree with those petitioners who have, on this occasion, covered your 
table with such huge bales of spoiled paper and parchment. I deny the 
existence of any such contract. I think myself perfectly free to vote for 
the abolition of this college, if I am satisfied that it Is a pernicious insti- 
tution ; as free as I am to vote against any item of the ordnance estimates ; 
as free as I am to vote for a reduction of the number of marines. It is 
strange, too, that those who appeal to this imaginary contract should not 
perceive that, even if their fiction l^e admitted as true, it will by no means 
get them out of their difficulty. Tell us plainly what are tlie precise terms 
of the contract which you suppose Great Britain to have made with 
Ireland about this college. Whatever the terms be, they will not serve 
your purpose. Was the contract this, that the Imperial Parliament 
would do for the college what the Irish Parliament bad been used to do? 
Or was the contract this, that the Imperial Parliament would keep the 
college in a respectable and efficient state ? If the former was the con- 
tract, nine thousand pounds would l>e too much. If the latter was the 
contract, you will not, I am confi^lent, be able to prove that twenty-six 
thousand pounds is too liUle, 

1 have now, I think, said quite as ^uch as need be said in answer to 
those who maintain that we ought to mve support to this oollege, but that 
the support ought to be ni(^raly and precarious. I now come to anotlier 
and a much more formtclauio cla» of onjectois. Their tdijectiiins may l^e 
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simply stated thus. No man can justifiably, either as an individual or as 
a trustee for the public, contribute to the dissemination of religious error. 
But the Church of Rome teaches relimous error, 'riierefore we cannot 
justifiably contribute to the support of an institution of which the object 
is the dissemination of the doctrines of the Church of Rome. Now, Sir, 

1 deny the major of this syllogism. I think that there are occasions on 
which we arc bound to contribute to the dissemination of doctrines with 
which errors are inseparably intermingled. Let me be clearly understood. 
The question is not whether we should teach truth or teach error, but 
whether we should teach truth adulterated with error, or teach no truth 
at alL The constitution of the human mind is such that it is impossible 
to provide any machinery for the dissemination of truth which shall not, 
witn the trutli, disseminate some error. Even those rays which come 
down to us from the great source of light, pure as they are in themselves, 
no sooner enter that gross and dark atmosphere in which we dwell than 
they are so much refracted, discoloured, and obscured, that they too often 
lead us astray. It will be generally admitted that, if religious truth can 
be anvwhere found untainted by error, it is in the Scriptures. Yet is there 
actually on the face of the globe a single copy of the Scriptures of which 
it can be said that it contains truth absolutely untainted with error? Is 
there any manuscript, any edition of the Old or New Testament in the 
original tongues, winch any scholar will pronounce faultless ? But to the 
vast majority of Christians the original tongues are and always must l)e 
unintelligible. With the exception of perhaps one man in ten thou- 
sand, we must be content with translations. And is there any translation 
in which there are not numerous mistakes? Are there not numerous 
mistakes even in our own authorised version, executed as that version was 
with painful diligence and care, by very able men, and under very splendid 
patronage? Of course mistakes must be still more numerous in those 
translations which pious men have lately made into Bengalee, Hindostanee, 
Tamul, Canarese, and other Oriental tongues. 1 admire the zeal, the 
industry, the energy of those who, in spite of diffiailties which to ordinary 
minds would seem insurmountable, accomplished that arduous W'ork. I 
applaud those benevolent societies which munificently encouraged that 
work. But I have been assured by good judges that the translations have 
many faults. And how should it have been otherwise? How should an 
Englishman produce a faultless translation from the Hebrew into the 
Cingalese ? I say, therefore, that even the Scriptures, in every form in 
which men actually possess them, contain a certain portion of error. 
And, if this l)e so, now can you look for pure uiidefecated truth in any 
other composition ? You contribute, without any scruple, to the printing 
of religious tracts, to the establishing of Sunday Schools, to the sending 
forth of missionaries. But are your tracts perfect ? Are your school- 
masters infallible ? Are your missionaries inspired ? Look at the two 
churches which are established in this island. Will you say that they 
both teach truth without any mixture of error? That is impossible. 
For they teach different doctrines on more than one important subject. 
It is plain theiefore, that iC as you tell us, it be a sin in a state 
to patronise an institution which teaches religious error, either the 
Church of England or the Church of Scotland ought to be abolished. 
But will anybody even venture to affirm that either of those 
churches teaches truth without any mixture of error? Have there 
not long bec»i in the Church of Scotland two very different scho<^ of 
tl^ogy ? ithuring many yearst Dr Robertson, the head of the modeme 
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party, and Dr Krskine, the head of the Calvinistic party, preached under 
the same roof, one in the morning, the other in the evening. They 
preached two different religions, so different that the followers of Robert- 
son thought the followers of Erskine fanatics, and the followers of 
Erskine thought the followers of Robertson Arians or worse. And is 
there no mixture of error in the doctrine taught by the clergy of the 
Church of England ? .Is not the whole country at this moment convulsed 
by disputes as to what the doctrine of the Church on some important 
subjects really is ? I shall not take on myself to say who is right and 
who is wrong. But this I say with confidence, that, whether the Trac- 
tarians or the Evangelicals be in the right, many hundreds of those 
divines who every Sunday occupy the pulpits of our parish churches must 
be very much in the wrong. 

Now, Sir, I see that many highly respectable persons, who think it a 
sin to contribute to the teaching of error at Maynooth College, think it 
not merely lawful, but a sacred duty, to contribute to the teaching of 
error in the other cases which I have mentioned. They know that our 
version of the Bible contains some error. Yet they subscribe to the 
Bible Society. I'hey know that the Serampore translations contain a 
still greater quantity of error. Yet they give largely towards the print- 
ing and circulating of those translations. My honourable friend the 
Member for the University of Oxford will not deny that there is among 
the clergy of the Church of England a Puritan party, and also an Anti- 
puritan party, and that one of these parties must teach some error. Yet 
he is constantly urging us to grant to this Church an additional endow- 
ment of I know not how many hundreds of thousands of pounds. He 
would doubtless defend himself by saying that nothing on earth is per- 
fect ; that the purest religious society must consist of human beings, and 
must have those defects which arise from human infinnities ; and that 
the truths held by the established clergy, though not altogether unalloyed 
with error, are so precious, that it is better that they should l^e imparted 
to the people with the alloy than that they should not be imparted at all. 
Just so say I. I am sorry that we cannot teach pure truth to the Irish 
people. But I think it better that they should have important and salu* 
tary truth, polluted by some error, than that they should remain 
altogether uninstructed. I heartily wish that they were Protestants. 
But I had rather that they should be Roman Catholics than that they 
should have no religion at all. Would you, .says one gentleman, teach 
the people to worship Jugemaut or Kalee? Certainly not. My argu- 
ment leads to no such conclusion. The worship of Jugemaut and KiJee 
is a curse to mankind. It is much better that ]>eop]e .should be without 
any religion than that they should believe in a religion which enjoins 
prostitution, suicide, robbery, assassination. But will any Prote.stant 
deny that it is better that the Irish should l>e Roman Catholics than that 
they should live and die like the beasts of the field, indulge their appe* 
tites without any religious restraint, .suffer want and cammity witnout 
any religious consolation, and go to their graves without any religious 
hope? These considerations entirely satiS^y my mind* Of course I 
would not propagate error for its own sake. To do so would l>c not 
merely wicked, but diabolical. But, in order that I may be able to pro- 
pagate truth, I consent to propagate |hat portion of error which adheres 
to truth, and which cannot be separated notn truth* I wish Christianity 
to have a great influence on the peasantry of Ireland* 1 see no proba- 
bility that Christiiaitity will have that influence except In onafcHrm^ That 
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form I consider as very corrupt. Nevertheless, the good seems to me 
greatly to predominate over the evil ; and therefore, being unable to get 
the good alone, I am content to take the good and the evil together. 

I now come to the third class of our opponents. I mean those who take 
tlieir stand on the voluntary principle. I will not, on this occasion, in- 
quire whether they are right in thinking that governments ought not to 
contribute to the support of any religion, true or false. For it seems to 
me that, even if 1 were to admit that the general rule is correctly laid 
down by them, the present case would be an exception to that rule. The 
question on which I am alx)ut to vote is not whether the State shall or 
shall not give any support to religion in Ireland. The State does give 
such support, and will continue to give such support, whatever may be 
the issue of this debate. The only point which we have now to decide is 
whether, while such support is given, it shall be given exclusively to the 
religion of the minority. Here is an island with a population of near 
eight millions, and with a wealthy established church, the members of 
which are little more than eight hundred thousand. There is an arch- 
bishop with ten thousand a year. If 1 recollect rightly, seventy thousand 
pounds are divided among twelve prelates. At the same time the Pro- 
testant dissenters in the north of Ireland receive, in another form, sup|K>rt 
from the State. But the great majority of the population, the poorest 
part of the population, the part of the population which is most in need 
of assistance, the part of the population which holds that faith for the 
propagation of which the tithes were originally set apart, and the church 
lands originally given, is left to maintain its own priests. Now is not 
this a case which stands quite by itself? And may not even those who 
hold the general proposition, that every man ought to pay his own 
spiritual pastor, yet vote, without any inconsistency, for this bill ? I was 
astonished to hear the honourable Member for Shrewsbury * tell us that, 
if we make this grant, it will Ije impossible for us to resist the claims of 
any dis.senting sect. He particularly mentioned the Wesleyan Methodists. 
Are the cases analogous? Is there the slightest resemblance between 
them? l.et the honourable gentleman show me that of the sixteen 
millions of people who inhabit England thirteen millions are Wesleyan 
Methodists. Let him slmw me that the members of the Established 
C’hurch in England are only one tenth of the population. Let him show 
me that JKnglLsh dis.senters who are not Wesleyan Methodists receive a 
Regium Donum. Let him show me that immense estates bequeathed to 
John Wesley for the propagation of Methodism have, by Act of Parlia- 
ment, been taken from the Methodists and given to the Church. If be 
can show me this, I promise him that, whenever the Wesleyan Methodists 
shall ask for twenty-six thousand pounds a year to educate their ministers, 
I sliail be prepared to grant their request. But neither the case of the 
Methodists nor any other case which can be mentioned, resembles the 
case with whidi we have to do. Look round Europe, round the world, 
for a parallel ; and you will look in vain. Indeed the state of things 
which exists in Ireland never could have existed had not Ireland been 
closely connected with a country, which possessed a great superiority of 
power, and which abused that superiority. The burden which we are 
now, I hope, about to lay on ourselves is but a small penalty for a great 
injustice. Were I a staunch voluntary, I should still feel that, while the 
church of eight hundred thousand people retains its great endowments, I 
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^uld not be justified in refiisttig this small boon to the chtirch of eight 
millions. 

To sum up diortly what 1 have said ; it is clear to me in the first place 
tlmt, if we have no religious scruple about granting to this College nine 
thousand pounds for one year, we ought to have no religious scruple about 
granting twenty-six thousand pounds a year for an indefinite term. 

Secondly, it seems to me that those Arsons who tell us that we ought 
never in any circumstances to contribute to the propi^tion of error do 
in fact lay down a rule which would altogether interdict the propagation 
of truth. 

Thirdly, it seems to me that, even on the hypothesis that the voluntary 
principle is the sound principle, the present case Is an excepted case, to 
which it would be unjust and unwise to apply that principle. 

So much, Sir, as to this bill ; and now let me add a few words about 
those by whom it has been framed and introduced. We were exhorted, 
on the first night of this debate, to vote against the bill, without inquiring 
into its merits, on the ground that, good or bad, it was proposed by men 
who could not honestly and honourably propose it. A similar appeal 
has been made to us this evening. In these circumstances, Sir, I must, 
not I hope from party spirit, not, I am sure, from p>ersonal animosity, 
but from a regard for the public interest, which must be injuriously affect^ 
by everything which tends to lower the character of public men, say 
plainly what I think of the conduct of Her Majesty’s Ministers, Un- 
doubtedly it is of the highest importance that we should legislate well. 
But it is also of the highest importance that those who govern us should 
have, and should be known to have, fixed principles, and should be 
guided by those principles both in office and in opposition. It is of the 
highest importance that the world should not be under the impression 
that a statesman is a person who, when he is out, will profess and pro- 
mise anything in order to get in, and who, when he is in, will forget all 
that he professed and promised when he was out. I need not, I suppose, 
waste time in proving that a law may be in itself an exceedingly goocl 
law, and yet that it may be a law which, when viewed in connection with 
the former conduct of those who proposed it, may prove them to be un- 
deserving of the confidence of their country. When this is the case, our 
course is clear. We ought to distinguish between the law and its authors. 
The law we ought, on account of its intrinsic merits, to support. Of the 
authors of the law, it may be our duty to speak in terms of ceimire. 

In such terms I feel it to be my duty to s})eak of Her Majesty’s present 
advisers. I have no personal hostility to any of them ; and that political 
hostility which 1 do not disavow has never prevent^ me from doing 
justice to their abilities and virtues. I have always admitted, and I now 
most willingly admit, that the right honourable Baronet at the head of 
the Government possesses many of the qualities of an excellent minister, 
eminent talents for debate, eminent talents for business, great experience, 
great information, great skill in the management of this House. 1 will 
go further, and say that I give him full credit for a sincere desire to pro- 
mote the welfare of his country. Nevertheless, it is impossible for me to 
deny that there is too much ground for the reproaches of those who, 
havtngvln spite of a bitter experience, a secono time trusted him, now 
find th^selves a secomi time deluded. I cannot but see that it has been 
too mneh his practice, whOO m opposition, to make use of passions with 
which he has not the sligh|est sympathy, and of prejudices which he re- 
gards with profound contempt As soon as he is in power a change takes 
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pliace. The instruments which have done his work are flung aside. The 
iadd^ by which he has climbed is kicked down. I am forSd to say that 
the right honourable Baronet acts thus habitually and on system. The 
instance before us is not a solitary instance. I do not wish to dwell on 
the events which took place seventeen or eighteen years ago, on the lan- 
guage which the right honourable Baronet held about the Catholic ques- 
tion when he was out of power in 1827, and on the change which twelve 
months of power product. I will only say that one such change was 
quite enough for one life. Again the right honourable Baronet was 
in opposition ; and again he employed his old tactics. 1 will not min- 
utely relate the history of the manoeuvres by which the Whig Government 
was overthrown. It is enough to say that many powerful interests were 
united against that Government under the leading of the right honourable 
Baronet, and that of those interests there is not one which is not now disap- 
jK>in(ed and complaining. To confine my remarks to the subject immediately 
oefore us — can any man deny that, of all the many cries w hich were raised 
against the late administration, that which most strongly stirred the public 
mind was the cry of No Popery ? Is there a single gentleman in the House 
who doubts that, if, four yearn ago, my noble friend the Member for the 
City of London had proposed this bill, he would have been withstood by 
every member of the present Cabinet? Four years ago, Sir, we were 
discussing a very different bill. The party which was then in opposition, 
and which is now in place, was attempting to force through Parliament a 
law, which bore indeed a specious name, but of which the effect would 
have l)een to disfranchise the Roman Catholic electors of Ireland by tens 
of thousands. It was in vain that we argued, that we protested, that we 
asked for the delay of a single session, for delay till an inquiry could be 
made, for delay till a Committee should report. We were told that the 
case was one of extreme urgency, that every hour was precious, that the 
House must, without loss of time, be purged of the minions of Popery. 
These arts succecdetl. A change of administmtion took place. The 
right honourable Baronet came into power. He has now been near four 
years in power. He has had a Parliament which would, l^eyond all 
doubt, have passed eagerly and gladly that Registration Bill which he 
and his colleagues had pretended that they thou^t indispensable to the 
welfare of the State. And where is that bill now ? Flung away ; con- 
demne<l by its own authors ; pronounced by them to be so oppressive, so 
inconsistent with all the principles of representative government, that, 
though they had vehemently supported it when they were on your left 
hand, they could not think of proposing it from the Treasury Bench. 
And what substitute does the honourable Baronet give his followers to 
console them for the lass of their favourite Registration Bill ? Even this 
bill for the endowment of Maynooth College. Was such a feat of 
legerdemain ever seen? And can we wonder that the eager, honest, 
hotheaded Protestants, who raised you to i>ower in the confident hope 
that you would curtail the privileges of the Roman Catholics, should 
stare and grumble when you proi>osc to give public money to the Roman 
Catholics ? Can we wonder that, from one end of the country to the 
other, everything should be ferment and uproar, that petitions should, 
night after night, whiten all our benches like a .snowstorm ? Can we 
wonder that the people out of doors should be exasperated by seeing the 
very men who, -when we were in office, voted against the old grant to 
Maynooth, now pushed and pulled into the House by your whippers-in 
to vote for an increased grant ? The natural consequences follow. All 
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those fierce spirits, 'whom you hftllooed on to harass us, now turn round 
and begin to worry you. The Ora^eman raises his war-whoop : Exeter 
Hall sets up its bray : Mr Macneiie shudders to see more costly cheer 
than ever provided for the priests of Baal at the table of the Que^n ; and 
the Protestant Operatives of Dublin call for impeachments in exceedingly 
bad English. But what did you expect? Did you think, when, to serve 
your turn, you called the Devil up, that it was as easy to lay him as to 
raise him? Did you think, when you went on, session after session, 
thwarting and reviling those whom you knew to be in the right, and 
flattering all the worst passions of those whom you knew to be in the 
wrong, that the day of reckoning would never come? It has come. 
There you sit, doing penance for the disingenuousness of years. If it l)e 
not so, stand up manfully and clear your feme before the House and the 
country. Show us that some steady principle has guided your conduct 
with respect to Irish affairs. Show us how, if you are honest in 1845, 
you can have been honest in 1841. Explain to us why, after having 
goaded Ireland to madness for the purpose of ingratiating yourselves with 
the English, you are now setting England on fire for the purpose of in- 
gratiating yourselves with the Irish. Give us some reason which shall 
prove that the policy which you are following, as Ministers, is entitled 
to support, and which shall not equally prove you to have been the most 
factious and unprincipled opposition that ever this county saw. 

But, Sir, am I, l>ecau.se I think thus of the conduct of Her Majesty's 
Ministers, to take the counsel of the honourable member for Shrewsbury 
and to vote against their bill ? Not so. I know well that the fate of 
this bill and the fate of the administration are in our hands. But far be 
it from us to imitate the arts by which we were overthrown. The spec- 
tacle exhibited on the bench opposite will do quite mischief enough. 
That mischief will not be lessened, but doubled, if there should be an 
answering display of inconsistency on this side of the House. If this bill, 
having been introduced by Tories, shall be rejected by Whigs, both the 
great parties in the State will be alike discredited. There will be one 
vast shipwreck of all the public character in the country. Therefore, 
making up my mind to sacrifices which are not unattended with pain, 
and repressing some feelings which stir strongly within me, I have deter- 
mined to give my strenuous support to this bill. Yes, Sir, to this bill, 
and to every bill which shall seem to me likely to promote the real Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland, I will give my support, regardle.ss of obloquy, 
regardless of the risk which I may run of lo^ng my seat in Parliament. 
For such obloquy I have learned to consider as true glory ; and as to nty 
seat 1 am determined that it never shall be held by an ignominious tenure ; 
and 1 am sure that it can never be lost in a more honourable cause. 
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A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 23RD of April 1845. 

On the twenty-third of April 1845, the order of the day for eoing into Committee on 
the Maynooth College Bill was read. On the motion that the Speaker should 
leave the chair, Mr Ward, Member for Sheffield, proposed the following amend- 
ment : — 

*'That it is the opinion of this House that any provision to be made for the 
purposes of the present Bill ought to be taken from the funds already applicable 
to eccle.siastical purpose.s in Ireland.” 

After a debate of two nights the amendment was rejected by 322 voles to 148. 
On the first night the following Speech was made. 

I WAS desirous, Sir, to catch your eye this evening, l>ecause it happens 
that I have never yet found an opportunity of fully explaining my views 
on the important subject of the Irish Church. Indeed, I was not in this 
country when that subject for a time threw every other into the shade, 
disturl>ed the whole political world, produced a schism in the Administra- 
tion of Lord Crey, and overthrew the short Administration of the right 
honourable Baronet opposite. The motion now before us opens, I con- 
ceive, the whole Question. My honourable friend the Member for 
Shefheld, imlee<l, asks us only to transfer twenty-six thousand pounds a 
year from the Established Church of Ireland to the College of Maynooth. 
But this motion, I think, resembles an action of ejectment brought for a 
.single farm, with the view of trying the title to a large estate. Whoever 
refuses to a.ssent to what is now proposed must l)e considered as holding 
the opinion that the pro|>erty of the Irish Church ought to be held in- 
violate : anti I can scarcely tnink that any person will vole for what is 
now proposed, who is not prepared to go very much farther. The point 
at issue, I take, therefore, to be this ; whether the Irish Church, as now 
constituted, shall lx? maintained or not ? 

Now, Sir, when a legislator is called upon to decide whetlier an insti- 
tution shall be maintained or not. it seems to me that he ought in the 
fir.st place to examine whether it he n goml or a had institution. This 
may sound like a truism ; hut if I am to judge by the speeches which, on 
thi.s and former occasions, have been made by gentlemen opposite, it is 
no truism, but an exceedingly recondite truth. I, Sir, think the Estab- 
lished Church of Ireland a bail institution. I will go farther. I am not 
speaking in anger, or with any wish to excite anger in others ; I am not 
speaking with rhetorical exaggeration : I am calmly and deliberately ex- 
pres.stng, in the only appropriate terms, an opinion which I formed many 
years ago, which all my observations and reflections have confirmed, and 
which I am prepared to .support by reasons, when I say that, of all the 
institutions now existing in the civilise<l world, the Established Church of 
Ireland seems to me the most absurd. 

I cannot help thinking that the speeches of those who defend this 
Church suffice of themselves to prove that my views are just. For who 
ever heard anylwxly defend it on its merits ? Has any gentleman to-night 
defended it on its merits? We are told of the Roman Catholic oa|j|ij as 
if that oath, whatever be its meaning, whatever be the extent of the 
obligation which it lays on the consciences of those who take it, could 
po«nbly prove this Clmrch to be a good thing. We are told that Roman 
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Catholics of note, both laymen and divines, fifty years ago, declared that, 
if they were relieved from the disabilities under which they then lay, they 
should willingly see the Church of Ireland in possession of all its endow- 
ments : as if anything that anybody said fifty years ago could absolve us 
from the plain duty of doing what is now best for the country. We are 
told of the Fifth Article of Union ; as if the Fifth Article of Union were 
more sacred than the Fourth. Surely, if there be any article of the Union 
which ought to be regarded as inviolable, it is the Fourth, which settles the 
number of members whom Great Britain and 1 reland respectively are to 
send to Parliament. Yet the provisions of the Fourth Article have been 
altered with the almost unanimous assent of all parties in the State. The 
change was proposed by the noble lord who is now Secretary for the 
Colonies. It was supported by the right honourable Baronet the Secretary 
for the Home Department, and by other members of the present Ad- 
ministration. And so far were the opponents of the Reform Bill from 
objecting to this infraction of the Treaty of Union that they were disposed 
to go still farther. I well remember the night on which we debat^ the 
question, whether Members should l)e given to Finsbury, Marylebone, 
I^mbeth, and the Tower Hamlets. On that occasion, the 'Fories at- 
tempted to seduce the Irish Reformers from us by promising that Ireland 
should have a share of the plunder of the metropolitan districts After 
this, Sir, I must think it childish in gentlemen opposite to appeal to the 
Fifth Article of the Union. With still greater surpnse, did I hear the 
right honourable gentleman the Secretary for Ireland say that, if we adopt 
this amendment, we shall make all landed and funded property insecure. 
I am really ashamed to answer such an argument. Nolxxiy proposes to 
touch any vested interest ; and surely it cannot l>e necessary for me to 
point out to the right honourable gentleman the distinction between pro- 
l>crty in which some person has a vested interest, and property in which 
no person has a vested interest. That distinction is part of the very 
rudiments of political science. Then the right honourable gentleman 
quarrels with the form of the amendment. Why, Sir, perhaps a more 
convenient form might have been adopted. But is it by cavils like these 
that a great iastitution .should be defended ? And who ever heard the 
Established Church of Ireland defended except by cavils like these? 
Who ever heard any of her advocates sp>eak a manly and statesmanlike 
language? Who ever heard any of her advocates say, **I defend this 
institution because it is a good institution : the ends for which an Estab- 
lished Church exists are such and such : and 1 will show you that this 
Church attains those ends ? ” Nobody says this. Nobody has the hardi- 
hood to say it. What divine, what political speculator who has written 
in defence of ecclesiastical establishments, ever defended such establish* 
menu on grounds which will support the Church of Ireland ? What 
panegyric has ever been pronounced on the Churches of England ami 
Scotland, which is not a satire on the Church of Ireland ? What traveller 
comes among us who is not moved to wonder and derision by the Church 
of Ireland ? What foreign writer on British affairs, whether European or 
American, whether Protestant or Catholic, whether Conservative or 
Liberal, whether partial to England or prejudiced against England, ever 
mentions the Church of Ireland without expressing his amaaement tliaf 
such an establishment should exist among reasonable men ? 

Aiid those who speak thus of this Church speak tusUy. Is there kny* 
thii^ else like (t ? Was tibere ever anything else luce it ? The world is 
full of eccleshisltcal establbhments 1 but such s portent as this Chufeh of 
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Ireland is nowhere to be found. Look round the Continent of Europe. 
Ecclesiastical establishments from the White Sea to the Mediterranean : 
ecclesiastical establishments from the Wolga to the Atlantic : but nowhere 
the Church of a small minority enjoying exclusive establishment. I>ook 
at America. There you have all forms of Christianity, from Mormonism, 
if you call Mormonism Christianity, to Romanism. In some places you 
have the voluntary system. In some you have several religions connected 
with the state. In some you have the solitary ascendency of a single 
Church. But nowhere, from the Arctic Circle to Cape Horn, do you find 
the Church of a small minority exclusively established. Look round 
our own empire. We have an Established Church in England ; it is the 
Church of the majorky. I'here is an Established Church in Scotland. 
When it was set up, it was the Church of the majority. A few months 
ago, it was the Church of the majority. I am not quite sure that, even 
after the late unhappy disruption, it is the Church of the minority. In our 
colonies the State does much for the support of religion ; but in no colony, 

I believe, do we give exclusive support to the religion of the minority. 
Nay, even in those parts of the empire where the great body of the popu- 
lation is attached to absurd and immoral superstitions, you have not been 
guilty of the folly and injustice of calling on them to pay for a Church 
which they do not want. We have not [>ortioned out Benq^al and the 
Carnatic into parishes, and scattered Christian rectors, with stipends and 
glebes, among millions of Pagans and Mahometans. We keep, indeed, a 
small Christian establishment, or rather three small Christian establish- 
ments, Anglican, Presbyterian, and Catholic. But we keep them only 
for the Christians in our civil and military services ; and we leave un- 
touched the revenues of the mosques and temples. In one country alone 
is to lie seen the st>ectacle of a community of eight millions of human 
l)eings, with a Church which is the Church of only eight hundred 
thousand. 

It has lieen often said, and has been re|)eated to-night by the honpur- 
able Member for Radnor, tliat this Church, though it includes only a 
tenth part of the population, has more than half the wealth of Ireland. 
But is that an argument in favour of the present system ? Is it not the 
strongest argument that can be urge<l in favour of an entire change ? It 
is true that there are many cases in which it is fit that property should 
prevail over numlrer. d’hose ca.ses may, I think, be all arranged in two 
classes. One class consists of those cases in which the preservation or 
improvement of property is the object in view. Thus, in a railway com- 
pany, nothing can bij more reasonable than that one proprietor who holds 
five hundred shares should have more power than five proprietors who 
hold one share each. The other class of cases in which proi'ierty may 
justly confer privileges is where superior intelligence is required. Pro- 
perty is indem but a very imperfect test of intelligence. But, when we 
are legislating on a large scale, it is perhaps the best which we can apply. 
For wiiere there is no jwoperty, there can very seldom beany mental culti- 
vation. It is on this principle that special jurors, who have to try causes 
of peculiar nicety, are taken from a wealthier order than that which fur- 
nishes common Jurors, But there cannot be a more false analog than 
to reason from these cases to the case of an Established Church, So far is 
it from being true that, in establishing a Church, we ought to pay mom 
regard to one rich man than to five poor men, that the direct reverse ts 
the sound rule. We ought to pay more regard to one poor man than 
to five rich men. For. in the first j^aoe, the public ordinances of religion 
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are of far more importance to the poor man than to the rich man. I do 
not mean to say that a rich man may not be the better for hearing ser- 
mons and joining in public prayers. But these things are not indispens- 
able to him ; and, if lie is so situated that he cannot have them, he may 
find substitutes. He has money to buy books, time to study them, 
understanding to comprehend them. Every day he may commune with 
the minds of Hooker, Leighton, and Barrow. He therefore stands less 
in need of the oral instruction of a divine than a peasant who cannot read, 
or who, if he can read, has no money to procure books, or leisure to per- 
use them. Such a peasant, unless instructed by word of mouth, can know 
no more of Christianity than a wild Hottentot. Nor is this all. The 
poor man not only needs the help of a minister of religion more than the 
rich man, but is also less able to proaire it. If there were no Established 
Church, jieople in our rank of life would always be provided with 
preachers to their mind at an expense which they would scarcely feel. 
But when a poor man, who can hardly give his children their fill of 
potatoes, has to sell his pig in onler to pay something to his priest, the 
burden is a heavy one. Tliis is, in fact, the strongest reason for having 
an established church in any country. It is the one reason which pre- 
vents me from joining with the partisans of the voluntary system. I 
should think their arguments unanswerable if the question regarded the 
upper and middle classes only. If I would keep up the Established 
Cnurch of England, it is not for the sake of lords, and baronets, and 
country gentlemen of five thousand pounds a-year, and rich bankers in 
the city. I know that such people will always have churches, aye, and 
cathedrals, and organs, and rich communion plate. The person about 
whom I am uneasy is the working man ; the man who would find it diffi- 
cult to pay even five shillings or ten shillings a-year out of his small 
earnings for the ministrations of religion. What is to l)ecome of him 
under the voluntary system ? Is he to go without religions instruction 
altogether ? That we .should all think a great evil to himself, and a great 
evil to society. Is he to pay for it out of his slender means? I'hat 
would be a heavy tax. Is he to be de]>endent on the lll)erality of 
others? That is a somewhat precarious and a somewhat humiliating 
dependence. I prefer, I own, that system under which there is, in the 
rudest and most secluded district, a house of God, where public worship 
is performed after a fashion acceptable to the great majority of the com- 
munity, and where the poorest may partake of the ordinances of religion, 
not as an alms, but as a right. But does this argument apply to a 
Church like the Church of Ireland ? It is not necessary on this occasion 
to decide whether the arguments in favour of ecclesiastical establish- 
ments, or the arguments in favour ot the voluntary system, be the 
stronger. There are weighty considerations on l)olh sides. Balancing 
them as well as I can, I think that, as respects England, the preponder- 
ance is on the side of the Establishment. But, as respects Ireland, there 
is no balancing. All the weights are in one .scale. All the arguments 
which incline us against the Church of England, and all the arguments 
which incline us in favour of the Church of England, are alike aigimicnts 
against the Church of Ireland ; against the Church of the few ; against 
the Church of the wealthy ; against the Church which, reversing eveiy 
principle on which a Christian Church should be founded, fills the rich 
with its i^ood things, and sends the hungry empty away. 

One new whid) has repeatedly, both in this House and out of it, l>cen 
taken of the Church of Ireland^ seems to deserve notice. It is admitted. 
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as indeed it could not well l>e denied, that this Church does not perform 
the functions which are everywhere else expected from similar institu- 
tions ; that it does not instruct the body of the people ; that it does not 
administer religious consolation to the Body of the people. But, it is 
said, we must regard this Church as an aggressive Church, a proselytising 
Church, a Church militant among spiritual enemies. Its office is to 
spread Protestantism over Munster and Connaught. I remember well that, 
eleven years ago, when Lord Grey’s Government proposed to reduce the 
numljer of Irish bishoprics, this language was held. It was acknowledged 
that there were more bishops than the number of persons then in com- 
munion with the Establishecl Church required. But that miml>er, we 
were assured, would not be stationary ; and the hierarchy, therefore, 
ought to be constituted with a view to the millions of converts who would 
soon require the care of Protestant pastors. I well remember the strong 
expression which was then used by my honourable friend, the Member for 
the University of Oxford. We must, he said, make allowance for the ex- 
pansive force of Protestantism. A few nights ago a noble lord for whom 
I, in common with the whole House, feel the greatest respect, the Mem- 
ber for Dorsetshire,* .spoke of the missionary character of the Church of 
Ireland. Now, Sir, if such language had been held at the Council Board 
of Queen Elizabeth when the constitution of this Church was first debated 
there, there would have been no cause for wonder. Sir William Cecil or 
Sir Nicholas Bacon might very naturally have said, “ There are few Pro- 
testants now in Ireland, it is true. But when we consider how rapidly 
the Protestant theology has spread, when we remember that it is little 
more than forty years since Martin Luther began to preach against in- 
dulgences, and wnen we see that one half of Europe is now emancipated 
from the old superstition, we may reasonably expect that the Irish will 
soon follow the example of the other nations which have embraced the 
doctrines of the Reformation.” Cecil, I say, and his colleagues might 
naturally entertain this expectation, and might without absurdity make 
preparations for an event which they regarded as in the highest tlcgree 
probable. But we, vvlio have seen this system in full oj>eralion from the 
year 1560 to the year 1845, ought to have been taught belter, unless in- 
deed we are past all teaching. Two hundred and eighty-five years has 
this Church been at W'ork. What could have been done for it in the way 
of authority, privileges, endowments, which has not been done ? Did any 
other set of bishops and priests in the world ever receive so much for 
tloing so little ? Nay, did any other set of bishops and priests in the 
world ever receive half as much for doing twice as much ? And what 
have we to show for all this lavish expenditure ? What but the most 
zealous Roman Catholic population on the face of the earth ? Where 
you were one hundred years ago, w here you were two hundred years ago, 
there you are still, not victorious over the domain of tUb old faith, but 
painfully and with dubious success defending your own frontier, your own 
English pale. Sometimes a deserter leaves you. Sometimes a deserter 
steals over to you. Whether your gains or looses of this sort be the 
greater I do not know ; nor is it worth while to inquire. On the great 
solid mass of the Roman Catholic jmpulation you have made no impres- 
sion whatever. There they are, as they were ages ago, ten to one against 
the members of your Established Church. Explain this to me. I speak 
to you, the zealous Protestants on the other side of the House. Explain 
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this to me on Protestant principles. If I were a Roman Catholic, I could 
easily account for the phenomena. If I were a Roman Catholic, I should 
content myself with saying that^the mi^ty hand and the outstretched arm 
had been put forth, according to the promise, in defence of the unchange* 
able Church ; that He who in the old time turned into blessings the 
curses of Balaam, and smote the host of Sennacherib, had signally con* 
founded the arts of heretic statesmen. But what is a Protestant to say ? 
He holds that, through the whole of this long conflict, during w'hich ten 
generations of men have been bom and have died, reason and Scripture 
have been on the side of the Established Clergy. Tell us then what we 
are to say of this strange war, in w'hich, reason and Scripture backed by 
wealth, by dignity, by the help of the civil power, have been found no 
match for oppressed and destitute error ? The fuller our conviction that 
our doctrines are right, the fuller, if we are rational men, must be our 
conviction that our tactics have been wrong, and that we have been en* 
cumbering the cause which we meant to aid. 

Observe, it is not only the comparative numl)er of Roman Catholics and 
Protestants that may justly furnish us with matter for serious reflection. 
The ciuality as well as the quantity of Irish Romanism deserves to be 
considered. Is there any other country inhabited by a mixed population 
of Catholics and Protestants, any other country in which Protestant doc- 
trines have long been freely promulgated from the press and from the 
pulpit, where the Homan Catholic spirit is so strong a.s in Ireland? I 
believe not. The Belgians are generally considered as very stubborn and 
zealous Roman Catholics. But 1 do not lielicve that either in stubborn- 
ness or in zeal they equal the Irish. And this is the fruit of three centu- 
ries of Protestant archbishops, bishops, archdeacons, deans, and rectors. 
And yet where is the wonder ? Is this a miracle that we should stand 
aghast at it ? Not at all. It is a result which human prudence ought to have 
long ago foreseen and long ago averted. It is the natural succession of 
effect to cause. If you do not understand it, it is liecaase you do not un- 
derstand what the nature and operation of a church is. There .ire parts of 
the machinery of Government which may be just as efficient when tney are 
hated as when they are loved. An army, a navy, a preventive service, a 
police force, may do their work whether the public feeling be with them or 
against them. Whether we dislike the com laws or not, your aistoin 
houses and your coast guanl keep out foreign corn. The multitude at 
Manchester was not the less effectually dispersed by the yeomanry, because 
the interference of the yeomanry excited the bitterest indignation. There 
the object was to produce a material effect ; the material means w'ere 
sufficient ; and nothing more was required. But a Church exists for 
moral ends. A Church exists to be loved, to be reverenced, to be 
heard with dociHty, to reign in the understandings and hearts of men. A 
Church which is abhorred is useless or worse than useless ; and to Quarter 
a hostile Church on a conquered people, as you would quarter a Kudiery, 
is therefore the most absurd of mistakes. This mistake our ancestors 
committed. They posted a Church in Ireland just as they j>ostcd gar- 
risons in Ireland. The g^sons did their work. They were disliked. 
But that mattered not. They had their forts and their arms ; and they 
kept down^the aboriginal race. But the Church did not do its work. 
For to that work the love and confidence of the people were essential. 

I may remark in pming that, even under more fisvoumHe circunt* 
stances a parochial ^esthood is not a good engine for the purpose of 
making proselytes. The Church of Roi^ whatever we may think of 
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her ends, has shown no want of sagacit)^ in the choice of means ; and 
she knows this well. When she makes a great aggressive movement, 
-•-and many such movements she has made with signal succes.s, — she em- 
ploys, not her parochial clergy, but a veiy different machinery. The 
business of her parish priests is to defend and govern what has been won. 
It is by the reli^ous orders, and especially by the Jesuits, that the great 
acouisitions have been made. In Ireland your parochial clergy lay 
unaer two great disadvantages. They were endowed, and they were 
ha^ed ; so richly endowed that few among them cared to turn mis- 
sionaries j so bitterly hated that those few had but little success. They 
long^ contented themselves with receiving the emoluments arising from 
their benefices, and neglected those means to which, in other parts of 
Europe, Protestantism had owed its victory. It is well known that of all 
the instruments employed by the Reformers of tJermany, of England, and 
of Scotland, for the purpose of moving the public mind, the most power- 
ful was the Bible translated into the vernacular tongues. In Ireland the 
Protestant Church had been established wear half a century before the 
New Testament was printed in Erse. The whole Bible was not 
printed in Erse till this Church had existed more than one hundred 
and twenty years. Nor did the publication at last take place under the 
patonage of the lazy and wealthy hierarchy. The expense was defrayed 
by a layman, the illustrious Robert Bovle. So things went on century 
after century. Swift, more than a hundred years ago, described the pre- 
lates of his country as men gorged with wealth and sunk in indolence, 
whose chief business was to bow and job at the Castle. The only spirit- 
ual function, he says, which they performed was ordination ; and, .when 
he saw what |)crsons they ordained, he doubted whether it would not be 
better that they should neglect that function as they neglected every other. 
Those, Sir, are now living who can well remember bow the i-evenues of 
the richest see in Ireland were squandered on the shores of the Mediter- 
ranean by a bishop, whose epistles, very different compositions from the 
epistles of Saint Peter and Saint John, may be found in the correspond- 
ence of I.acly Hamilton. Such abuses as these called forth no complaint, 
no reprimand. And all this time the true pastors of the people, meanly 
fed and meanly clothed, frowned upon by the law, exposed to the insults 
of every petty souire who gloried in the name of Protestant, were to be 
found in miseraole cabins, amidst filth, and famine, and contagion, in- 
structing the young, consoling the miserable, holding up the crucifix 
before the eyes of the dying. Is it strange that, in such circumstances, 
the Roman Catholic religion should have been constantly becoming 
dearer and dearer to an ardent and sensitive people, and that your Estab- 
lished Church siiould have been constantly sinking lower and lower in 
their estimation? I do not of course hold the living clergy of the Irish 
Church answerable for the faults of their predecessors. God forbid I To 
do 80 would ht the most flagitious injustice. I know that a saluUry 
change has taken place. I have lio reason to doubt that in learning and 
regularity of life the Protestant clergy of Ireland arc on a level with the 
clergy of England. But in the way of making proselytes they do as 
little a« those who preceded them. An enmity of thiee hundrw years 
separates the nation from those who should^ be its teachers. In short, it 
is plain that the mind of Ireland has taken its ply, and is not to he bent in 
a direction, or, at all events, is not to be so bent by your present 

mad^nery. 

WeB« then, this Chttreli ia inefilctent as a missionary Church. But 
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there is yet another end which, in the opinion of some eminent men, a 
Church is meant to serve. That end has been often in the minds of 
practical politicians. But the first speculative politician who distinctly 
pointed it out was Mr Hume. Mr Hume, as might have been expected 
from his known opinions, treated the question merely as it related 
to the temporal happiness of mankind ; and, perhaps, it may be 
doubted whether he took quite a just view of the manner in which even 
the temporal happiness of mankind is affected by the restraints and con- 
solations of religion. He reasoned thus : — It is dangerous to the peace 
of society that the public mind should be violently excited on religious 
subjects. If you adopt the voluntary system, the public mind will always 
be so excited. For every preacher, knowing that his bread depends on 
his popularity, seasons his doctrine high, and practises every art for the 
purpose of obtaining an ascendency over his hearers. But when the 
Government pays the minister of religion, he has no pressing motive to 
inflame the zeal of his congregation. He will probably go through his 
duties in a somewhat perfunctory manner. His power will not be very 
formidable ; and, such as it is, it will be employed in support of that 
order of things under which he finds himself so comfortable. Now, Sir, 
it is not necessary to inquire whether Mr Hume's doctrine be sound or 
unsound. For, sound or unsound, it furnishes no ground on which you 
can rest the defence of the institution which we are now considering. It 
fs evident that by establishing in Ireland the Church of the minonty in 
connection with the State, you have produced, in the very highest degree, 
all those evils which Mr Hume considered as inseparable from the volun- 
tary system. You may go all over the world without finding another 
country where religious differences take a form so dangerous to the peace 
of society ; where the common people are so much under the influence of 
their priests ; or where the priests who teach the common people are so 
completely estranged from the civil Government. 

And now, Sir, I will sum up what I have said. For what end does 
the Church of Ireland exist? Is that end the instruction and solace of 
the great body of the people? You must admit that the Church of Ire- 
land has not attained that end. Is the end which you have in view the 
conversion of the great body of the people from the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion to a purer form of Christianity ? You must admit that the Church 
of Ireland has not attained that end. Or do you ]^ro|x>se to yourselves 
the end contemplated by Mr Hume, the peace and security of civil 
society? You mu.st admit that the Church of Ireland has not attained 
that end. In the name of common sense, then, tell us what good end 
this Church has attained ; or sufler us to conclude, as I am forced to 
conclude, that it is emphatically a bad institution. 

It docs not, I know, necessarily follow that, because an institution is 
bad, it is therefore to be iinm^iately destroyed. Sometimes a had 
institution takes a strong hold on the hearts of mankind, intertwines its 
roots with the very foiuraations of society, and is not to be removed with- 
out serious peril to order, law, and property. For example, I hold poly- 

f amy to be one of the most pernicious practiciip that exist in the world. 
Ittt if the Legislative Council of India were to pass an Act prohibiting 
polygamy, I should think that they were out of their senses. Such a 
measure would bring down the vast fabric of our Indian Empire with 
one crash. But is there any similar recson for dealing tenderly with the 
Established Church of Ireland? That Church, Sir, is not one of those 
bad mstituitons which ought to be spared because they are .popttbuv and 



THE CHURCH OF IRELAND. 


697 

because their fall would injure good institutions. It is, on the contrary, 
so odious, and its vicina^ so much endangers valuable parts of our 
polity, that, even if it were in itself a good institution, Uiere would be 
strong reasons for giving it up. 

The honourable gentleman who spoke last told us that we cannot 
touch this Church without endangering the legislative Union. Sir, I 
have given my best attention to this important point ; and I have arrived 
at a very different conclusion. The question to be determined is this ; — 
What is 4he best way of preserving political union between countries in 
which different religions prevail ? With respect to this question we have, 
I think, all the light which history can give us. There is no sort of ex- 
periment describe by Lord Bacon which we have not tried. Inductive 
philosophy is of no value if we cannot tnist to the lessons derived from 
the experience of more than two hundred years. England has long l>een 
closely connected with two countries less powerful than herself, and dif- 
fering from herself in religion. The Scottish people are Presbyteriaas ; the 
Irish people are Roman Catholics. We determined to force the Angli- 
can sy.stem on both countries. In lx)th countries great discontent was 
the result. At length Scotland rebelled. Then Ireland rebelled. The 
Scotch and Irish rebellions, taking place at a lime when the public mind 
of England was greatly and justly excited, pro<luced the Great Rebellion 
here, and the downfall of the Monarchy, of the Church, and of the Aris- 
tocracy. After the Restoration we again tried the old system. During 
twenty-eight years we persisted m the attempt to force Prelacy on the 
Scotch ; and the consequence was, during those twenty-eight years Scotland 
exhibited a frightful spectacle of misery and depravity. The history of that 
period is made up of oppression and resistance, of insurrections, barbarous 
punishments, and assassinations. One day a crowd of zealous rustics 
stand desperately on their defence, and ret>el the dragoons. Next day 
the dragoons scatter and hew down the flying peasantry. One day the 
kneeboiies of a wretched Covenanter are beaten flat in that accursed 
boot. Next day the Lord Primate is dragged out of his carriage by a 
band of raving fanatics, and, while screaming for mercy, is butchered at 
liie feet of his own daughter. So things went on, till at last we remein- 
Ijercd that institutions are made for men, and not men for institutions. 
A wise Government desisted from the vain attempt to maintain an Epis- 
copal Establishment in a Presbyterian nation. From that moment the 
connection between England and Scotland became every year closer and 
closer, 'riiere were still, it is true, many causes of animosity. There 
was an old antipathy between the nations, the effect of many blows given 
and received on both sides. All the greatest calamities that had bewllen 
Scotland had been inflicted by England, The proudest events in Scot- 
tish history were victories obtained over England. Yet all angry feelings 
died rapidly away. The union of the nations became complete. The 
oldest man living does not remember to have heard any demagogue 
breathe a wish for separation. Do you believe that this would have hap- 
pened if England had, after the Revolution, persisted in attempting to 
force the surplice and the Prayer Book on the Scotch? I tell you that, 
if you had adhered to the mad sdieme of having a religious union with 
Scotland, you never would have had a cordial political union with her. 
At this very clay you would have had monster meetings on the north of 
the Tweed, and another Conciliation Hall, and another repeal button, 
with the motto, ‘*Nemo me impune laccssit/^ In fact, England never 
would have become the great power that she is. For Scotland would 
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have been, not an addition to the effective strength of the Empire, hot a 
deduction from it. As often as there was a war with France or Spain, 
there would have been an insurrection in Scotland. Our country would 
have sunk into a kingdom of the second class. One such Church as that 
about which we are now debating is a serious encumbrance to the greatest 
empire. Two such Churches no empire could bear. You continued to 
govern Ireland during many generations as you had governed Scotland 
in the days of Lauderdale and Dundee. And see the result Ireland has 
remained, indeed, a part of your Empire. But you know her to be a 
source of weakness rather than of strength. Her misery is a reproach to 
you. Her discontent doubles the dangers of war. Can you, with such 
facts before you, doubt about the course which you ought to take? 
Imagine a physician with two patients, both afflicted with the same dis- 
ease. He applies the same sharp remedies to both. Both become worse 
and worse with the same inflammatory symptoms. Then he changes his 
treatment of one case, and gives soothing metlicines. The sufferer re- 
vives, grows better day by day, and is at length restored to perfect health. 
The other patient is still subjected to the old treatment, and becomes 
constantly more and more disordered. How would a physician act in 
such a case ? And are not the principles of experimental philosophy the 
same in politics as in medicine ? 

Therefore, Sir, I am fully prepared to take strong measures with regard 
to the Established Church of Ireland. It is not necessary for me to say 
precisely how far I would go. I am aware that it may be necessary, in 
this as in other cases, to consent to a compromise. But the more com- 
plete the reform which may be proposed, provided always that vested 
rights be, as I am sure they will be, held strictly sacred, the more cor- 
dially shall I support it 

That some reform is at hand 1 cannot doubt. In a very short time we 
shall see the evils which I have described mitigated, If not entirely re- 
moved. A Liberal Administration would make this concession to Ire- 
land from a sense of justice. A Conservative Administration will make 
it from a sense of danger. The right honourable Baronet has given the 
Irish a lesson which will bear fruit It is a lesson which rulers ought to be 
slow to teach ; for it is one which nations are but too apt to learn. We have 
repeatedly been told by acts —we are now told almost in express words — 
that agitation and intimidation are the meanswhich ought tolje employed by 
those who wish for redress of grievances from the party now m power. 
Such indeed has too long been the policy of England towards Ireland ; 
but it was surely never before avowed with such indiscreet frankness. 
Every epoch which is remembered with pleasure on the other side nf St 
George’s Channel coincides with some epoch which we here consider as 
disastrous and perilous. To the American war and the volunteers the 
Irish Parliament owed its independence. To the French revolutionary 
war the Irish Roman Catholics owed the elective franchise. It was in 
vain that afl the great orators and statesmen of two generations exerted 
themselves to remove the Roman Catholic disabilities, Burke, Fox, Pitt, 
Windham, Grenville, Grey, Plunkett, Wellesley, Gmttan, Canning, 
Wilberforce. Aigument and expostulation were fruitless. At lengui 
pressure of a stronger kind was boldly and skilfully applied ; and soon 
all dlfflculties p;ave way. The Catht^c Association, tne Clare election, 
the dread of civil war, produced the Emancipation Act. Again, the cry 
of No PbpCry *was rai^. That cry was fuccesshif. A faction which hid 
reviled in the bitterest terms the mild admitiislmtioii of Whig Victroy% 
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and which was pledged to the wholesale disfranchisement of the Roman 
Catholics, rose to power. One leading member of that faction had 
drawn forth loud cheers by declaiming against the minions of Popery. * 
Another had designated six millions of Irish Catholics as aliens. A 
third had publicly declared his conviction, that a time was at hand when 
all Protestants of every persuasion would find it necessary to combine 
firmly against the encroachments of Romanism. From such men we ex- 
pected nothing but oppression and intolerance. We are agreeably 
disappointed to find that a series of conciliatory bills is brought before us. 
But, in the midst of our delight, we cannot refrain from asking for some 
explanation of so extraordinary a change. We are told in reply, that the 
monster meetings of 1843 very formidable, and that oiir relations 
with America are in a very unsatisfactory state. The public opinion of 
Ireland is to be consulted, the religion of Ireland is to be treated with 
respect, not because equity and humanity plainly enjoin that course ; for 
equity and humanity enjoined that course as plainly when you were 
calumniating Lord Nonnanby, and hunying forward your Registration 
Bill ; but because Mr O’Connell and Mr Polk have between them made 
you very uneasy. Sir, it is with shame, with sorrow, and, I will add, 
with dismay, that I listen to such language. I have hitherto disapproved 
of the monster meetings of 1843. I have disapproved of the way in which 
Mr O’Connell and some other Irish representatives have seceded from this 
House. 1 should not have chosen to apply to those gentlemen the precise 
words which were used on a former occasion by the honriurable and 
learned Member for Bath. But I agreed with him in substance. 1 
thought it highly to the honour of my right honourable friend the Membci 
for Dungnrvon, and of my honourable friends the Member* for Kildare, 
for Roscommon, and for the city of Waterford, that they had the moral 
courage to attend the service of this House, and to give us the very 
valuable assistance which they are, in various ways, so well qualified to 
afford. But what am I to say now ? How can I any longer deny that 
the place where an Irish gentleman may l>est serve his country is 
Conciliation Hall ? How can I expect that any Irish Roman Catholic 
can be very sorry to learn that our foreign relations arc in an alarming 
state, or can rqoicc to hear that all danger of war has blown over ? 1 
appeal to the Conservative Members of this House. I ask them whither 
we are hastening? I ask them what is to be the end of a policy of which 
it is the principle to give nothing to justice, and everything to fear? 
We have oeen accused of truckling to Irish agitators. But I defy you to 
show ns that we ever made or are now making to Ireland a single 
concession which was not in strict conformity with our known principles. 
Yon may therefore trust us, when we tell you that there is a ^int 
where we will stop. Our language to the Irish is this : — You asK for 
emancipation : it was agreeable to our principles that you should have it ; 
and we assisted you Jto obtain it. You wished for a municipal svstem, as 
popular as that which exists in England ; we thought your wish reason- 
able, and did all in our power to gratify it This grant to Maynooth is, 
in our opinion, proper; and we will do our best to obtain it for you, 
though it should cost its our popularity and our seats in Parliament. The 
Established Church in your island, as now constituted, is a grievance of 
width you justly complain. We will strive to redress that grievance, 
llie Repeal of w Union we regard as fatal to the empire : and we never 
1HII consent to it ; never, thoiM the countir should be snmmndtd by 
dnaum as great as those wmth ^ueatered her when her Americaa 
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colonies, and France, and Spain, and Holland, were leagued against her, 
and when the armed neutrality of the Baltic disputed her maritime rights ; 
never, though another Bonaparte should pitch nis camp in sight of Dover 
Castle ; never, till all has been staked and lost ; never, till the four quarters 
of the world have been convulsed by the last struggle of the great English 
people for their place among the nations.’^ This, Sir, is the true prnicy. 
when you give, give frankly. When you withhold, withhold resolutely. 
Then what you give is received with gratitude ; and, as for what you 
withhold, men, seeing that to wrest it from you is no safe or easy enter- 
prise, cease to hope for it, and, in time, cease to wish for it. But there 
is a way of so withholding as merely to excite desire, and of so giving 
as merely to excite contempt ; and that way the present ministry has dis- 
covered. Is it possible for me to doubt that in a few months the same 
machinery which sixteen years ago extorted from the men now in power 
the Emancipation Act, and which has now extorted from them the bill 
before us, will again be put in motion? Who shall say what will be the 
next sacrifice? For my own part I firmly Mieve that, if the present 
Ministers remain in power five years longer, and if we should have,— 
which God avert !— a war with France or America, the Established Church 
of Ireland will be given up. The right honourable Baronet will come down 
to make a proposition conceived in the very spint of the Motions which 
have repeatedly been made by my honourable friend the Memlier for Sbef 
field. He will again be deserted by his followers , he will again be dragged 
through his difficulties by his opponents. Some honest l.^rd of the Trea- 
sury may determine to quit his office rather than belie all the professions 
of a life. But there will be little difficulty in finding a successor ready 
to change all his opinions at twelve hours’ notice. I may perhaps, while 
cordially supporting the bill, again venture to say something about con 
sistency, ana about tlie importance of maintaining a high standard of 
political morality. The right honourable Baronet will again tell me, that 
ne is anxious only for the success of his mea.sure, and that he does not 
choose to reply to taunts. And the right honourable gentleman the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer will produce Hansard, will read to the 
House my speech of this night, and will most logically argue that I 
ought not to reproach the Ministers with their inconsistency, seeing that I 
had, from my knowledge of their temper and principles, predicted to a 
tittle the nature and extent of that inconsistency. 

Sir, I have thought it my duty to brand with strong terms of reprehen- 
sion the practice of conceding, in time of public danger, what is obsti- 
nately withheld in time of puolic tranquillity. I am prepared, and have 
long been prepared, to grant much, very much, to Ireland. But if the 
Repeal Association were to dissolve itself to-morrow, and if the next 
steamer were to bring news that all our differences with the United States 
were adjusted in the most honourable and friendly manner, I woukl 
grant to Ireland neither more nor less than I would jgrant if we were on 
the eve of a rebellion like that of 1 79S ; if war were raging all along the 
Canadian frontier ; and if thirty French sail of the line were confronting 
our fleet in St George’s Channel. 1 give my vote from my heart and 
soul for the amendment of my honourable friend. He calls on us to 
make to Ireland a concession, which ought in justice to have been made 
long ago, and which mav be made wi{ji grace and dignity even now. I 
well know that you will refuse to make it now. I know as well that 
you will make it hereafter. You will make it as every concession to 
Ireland has been n^e, Ym wiU make it when its effect wUl be« not to 
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appease, but to stimulate agitation. V’’ou will make it when it will be 
regarded, not as a great act of national justice, but as a confession of 
national weakness. You will make it in sudi a way, and at such a 
lime, that there will l)e but too much leason to doubt whether more mis- 
chief has been done by your long refusal, or by your tardy and enforced 
compliance. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered in the Mouse of Commons on the 
9TH OF July 1845. 

On the first of May, 1845, Mr Rutherfurd, Member for Leith, obtained leave to bring 
in a bill to regninto .admission to the Secular Chairs in the Universities of Scot- 
land On the morning of ihc sixth of May the bill was re.id a first time, and 
remained two months on the table of the Hounc. At length the second reading 
w.is fixed for the ninth of July. Mr Ruthrrfurd was unable to attend on that 
day ; and it was necessary that one of his friends should supply his place. Ac- 
cordingly. as soon as the Order of the Day liad been read, the following Speech 
was made 

On a division the bill w.as rejected by 1 16 votes to 108. Hut, in the slate in which 
parties then were, this defeat was generally considered as a victory. 

Mr Si eaker, —I h.ive been requested by my honourable and learned 
friend, the Member for Leith, to act as his substitute on this occasion. 
1 am tndy sorry that any substitute sliOuld loe necessary. I am truly 
sorry that be is not among us to take charge of the bill which he not 
long ago introduced with one of the most forcible and luminous speeches 
that 1 ever had the pleasure of hearing. Mis audience was small ; but 
the few who fonned that audience cannot have forgotten the effect which 
hi.s arguments and his eloquence produced. 'I'he Ministers had come 
down to resist Ins motion : but their courage failed them : they hesitated : 
they conferred together : at last they consented that he should have leave 
to bring in his bill. Such, indeed, was the language which they held on 
that and on a subsequent occasion, that both my honourable and learned 
friend ami myself gave them more credit than they deserved. We really 
believed that they nad resolved to offer no opposition to a law which it 
was cmite evident that they jHirceived to lye just and beneficial. But we 
have been disap{)ointed. It has been notified to us that the whole influ- 
ence of the Government is to be exerted against our bill. In such dis- 
couraging ciraunstanccs it is that I rise to move the second reading. 

Yet, Sir, I do not altogether de8{>atr of success. When I consider what 
strong, what irresistible reasons we have to urge, I can hardly think it 
possible that the maiKlate of the most powerful administi-ation can pre- 
vail against them. Nay, I should consider victory, not merely as pro- 
bable, but as certain, if I did not know how imperfect is the information 
which English gentlemen genemllv possess concerning Scotch questions. 
It is because I know this that f think it my duty to depart from the 
ordinary practice, and, instead of simply moving the second reading, to 
explain at some length the principles on which this bill has been frame<l. 
I earnestly entreat thase English Members who were not so fortunate as 
to hear the speech of my honourable and learned friend, the Member for 
Wth to favour me with their attention; They will, I think, admit, that 



702 


THEOLOGrCAl TESTS 


I have a right to be heard with indulgence. 1 have been sent to this 
house by a great city which was once a capita), the abode of a Sovereign, 
the place where the Estates of a realm held their sittings. For the 
general good of the empire, Edinburgh descended from that high 
eminence. But, ceasing to be a political metropolis, she became an 
intellectual metropolis. For the loss of a Court, of a Privy Council, 
of a Parliament, she found compensation in the prosperity and splen- 
dour of an University renowned to the farthest ends of the earth as 
a school of physical and moral science. This noble and beneficent in 
stitution is now threatened with ruin by the folly of the Government, 
and by the violence of an ecclesiastical faction which is bent on per- 
secution without having the miserable excuse of fanaticism. Nor is it 
only the University of Edinburgh that is in danger. In pleading for 
that University, I plead for all the great academic^ institutions of Scot 
land. The fate of all dejjends on the event of this debate ; and, in the ' 
name of all, I demand the attention of every man who loves either learn 
ing or religious liberty. 

The first question which we have to consider is, whether the principles of 
the bill be sound. J believe that they are sound ; and I am quite confident 
that nobody who sits on the Treasury Bench will venture to pronounce them 
unsound. It does not lie in the mouths of the Ministers to say that literary 
instruction and scientific instruction arc inseparably connected with religious 
instruction. It is not for them to rail against Godless Colleges. It is not for 
them to talk with horror of the danger of suffering young men to listen 
to the lectures of an Arian professor of Botany or of a Popish professor 
of Chemistry. They are themselves at this moment setting up in Ireland 
a system exactly resembling the system which we wish to set up in Scot* 
land. Only a few hours have elapsed since they were themselves labour- 
ing to prove that, in a country in which a large proportion of those who 
require a liberal education are dissenters from the Established Church, it 
is desirable that there should he schools without theological teats. The 
right honourable Baronet at the head of the Government proposes that in 
tlw new colleges which he is establishing at Belfast, Cork, Limerick, and 
Galway, the professorships shall lie open to men of every creed : and he 
has strenuously defended that part of his plan against attacks from oppo- 
site quarters, against the attacks of zealous members of the Church of 
England, ami of zealous members of the Church of Rome. Only the 
day before yesterday the honourable Baronet the Member for North 
Devon* ventured to suggest a test as unol^lionahle as a test could well 
be. He would merely have r^uired the professors to declare their gene- 
ral belief in the divine authority of the Old and New Testaments. But 
even this amendment the First Lord of the Trea.sury resisted, and I think 
^ite rightly. He told us that it was quite unnecessary to institute an 
inquisition mto the religious opinions of people whose business was 
merely to teach secular knowlwge, and that it was absurd to imagine 
that any man of learning would di^race and ruin himself by preaching 
infidelity from the Greek chair or the Mathematical chair. 

Some members of (his House certainly held very different language : 
but their arguments made us little impression on Her Majesty’s Ministers 
as on me. we were told with the utmost earnestness tliat secular know- 
ledge, unaccompanied by a sound religious feith. and unsanctified by re- 
ligious feeling, wm not only useless, but positively noxious, a curse to the 
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posseltor, a curse to society. I feel the ^eatest personal kindness and 
respect for some gentlemen who hold this knguage. But they must par- 
don me if I say that the proposition which they have so conndently laid 
down, however well it may sound in pious ears while it is exprei^^ in 
general terms, will appear, as soon as it is applied to the real concerns of 
Fife, to be too monstrous, too ludicrous, for grave refutation. Is it seri- 
ously meant that, if the Captain of an Indiaman is a Socinian, it would 
be better for himself, his crew, and his passengers, that he should not 
know how to use his quadrant and his chronometers? Is it seriously 
meant that, if a druggist is a Swedenborgian, it would lie better for himself 
and his customers that he should not know the difference between Epsom 
salts and oxalic acid ? A hundred millions of the Queen’s Asiatic sub- 
iects are Mahometans and Pagans. Is it seriously meant that «t is desirable 
that they should lie as ignorant as the alx>riginal inhabitants of New South 
Wales, that tlicy should have no alphabet, that they should have no 
arithmetic, that they should not know how to build a bridge, how to sink 
a well, how to irrigate a field ? If it be true that secular knowledge, un- 
sanctified by true religion, is a positive evil, all these consequences follow. 
Yet surely they are consequences from winch every sane mind must recoil. 
It is a great evil, no doubt, that a man should be a heretic or an atheist. 
But I am quite at a loss to understand how this evil is mitigated by his 
not knowing that the earth moves round the sun, that by the help of a 
lever, a small power will lift a great weight, that Virginia is a republic, or 
that Paris is the capital of France. 

On these grounds, Sir, I have cordially supported the Irish Colleges 
Bill. But the principle of the Irish Colleges and the principle of the bill 
winch I hold In my hand are exactly the same : and the House and the 
country have a right to know why the authors of the former bill are the 
opponents of the latter bill. One distinction there is, I admit, lieiween 
Ireland and Scotland. It is true that in Scotland there is no clamour 
against the Union with England. It is true that in Scotland no dema- 
gogue can obtain applause and riches by slandering and reviling the Eng- 
lish people. It is true that in Scotland there is no traitor who would dare 
to say that he regards the enemies of the state as his allies. In every ex- 
tremity the Scottish nation will l>e found faithful to the common cause of 
the empire. But Her Majesty’s Ministers will hardly, I think, venture to 
say that this is their reason for refusing to Scotland the boon which they 
propose to confer on Ireland. And yet, if this be not their reason, what 
reason can wc find ? Observe how strictly analogous the cases are. You 
give it os a reason for establishing in Ireland colleges without tests that 
the Established Church of Ireland is the Church of the minority. Un- 
happily it may well l)c doubted whether the Established Church of Scot- 
land, too, be not now, thanks to your policy, the Church of the minority. 
It is true that the membere of the Established Church of Scotland are 
about a half of the whole population of Scotland ; and that the membere 
of the Established Church of Ireland are not much more than a tenth of 
the whole population of Ireland. But the question now before us does 
not concern the whole population. It concerns only the class which re- 
quires academical education j and I do not hesitate to sav that, in the class 
which requires academical education, in the class for the sake of which 
universities exists the proportion of Arsons who do not belong to the 
Established Church is as great in Scotland as in Ireland. You tell us 
thift sectarian education in Ireland is an evil. Is it less an evil in Scot- 
iand ? You tell us that it is desirable that the Protestant and the Roman 
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Caitbolic should study together at Cork. Is it less desirable that the son 
of an elder of the Established Church and the son of an elder of the Free 
Church should study together at Edinbuigh ? You tell us that it is not 
reasonable to require from a Professor of Astronomy or Surgery in Con- 
naught a declaration that he believes in the Gospels. On what ground, 
then, can you think it reasonable to require froin every Professor in Scot* 
land a declaration that he approves of the Presbyterian form of church 
government ? I defy you, with all your ingenuity, to find one ar^iment, 
one rhetorical topic, against our bill which may not be used with equal 
effect against your own Irish Collies Bill. 

Is there any peculiarity in the academical system of Scotland which 
makes these tests necessai^ ? Certainly not. The academical system of 
Scotland has its peculiarities ; but they are peculiarities which are not in 
harmony with these tests, peculiarities which jar with these tests. It is 
an error to imagine that, by passing this bill, we. shall establish a pre- 
cedent which will lead to a change in the constitution of the Universities 
of Cambridge and Oxford. Whether such a change be or be not desirable 
is a question which must be decided on grounds quite distinct from those 
on which we rest our case. I entreat English gentlemen not to be mis- 
led by the word University. That word means two different things on 
the two different sides of the Tweed. The academical authorities at 
Cambridge and Oxford stand in a parental relation to the student. They 
undertake, not merely to instruct him in philology, geometry, natural phil- 
osophy, but to form his religious opinions, and to watch over his morals. 
He is to be bred a Churchman. At Cambridge, he cannot graduate, at 
Oxford, I believe, he cannot matriculate, without declaring himself a 
Churchman. The College is a large family. An undergraduate is lodged 
either within the gates, or in some private house licensed and regulated 
by the academical authorities. He is required to attend public worship 
according to the forms of the Church of England several times every 
week. It is the duty of one officer to note the absence of young men 
from divine service, of another to note their alisence from the public table, 
of another to report those who return home at unseasonably late hours. 
An academical police parade the streets at night to seize upon any unlucky 
reveller who may be found dmnk or in bad company. There are punish- 
ments of various degrees for irregularities of conduct. Sometimes the 
offender has to learn a chapter of the Greek Testament ; sometimes he is 
confined to his college ; sometimes he is publicly reprimanded : for grave 
offences he is rusticated or expelled. Now, Sir, whether this system be 
good or bad, efficient or inefficient, I will not now inquire. This is evi- 
dent ; that religious tests are perfectly in harmony with such a system. 
Christ Church and King’s College undertake to instruct every young man 
who goes to them in the doctrines of the Church of England, and to see 
that lie regularly attends the worship of the Church of England. Whether 
this ought to be so, I repeat, I will not now inquire : but, while it is so, 
nothing can be more reasonable than to require from the rulers of Christ 
Church and Kiim’s Collie some declaration that they are themselves 
members of the Church of England. 

The character of the Scotch universities is altogether different. There 
you have no functionaries resembling the Vice-Chancellors and Proctors, 
the Heads of Houses, Tutors and Deans, whom I used to cap at Cam- 
bridge. There is no chapel ; there Is no academical authority entitled to 
ask a young man whether he goes to the parish church or the Qttaher 
meeting, to synagogue or to ikiasa Widi his moral conduct the univertliy 
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has nothing to do. The Principal and the whole Academical Senate 
cannot put any restraint, or inflict any punishment, on a lad whom they 
may see lying dead drimk in the High Street of Edinburgh. In truth, a 
student at a Scotch university is in a situation closely resembling that of 
a medical student in London. There are great numbers of youths in 
London who attend St George’s Hospital, or St Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
One of these youths may also go to Albemarle Street to hear Mr Faraday lec- 
ture on chemistry, or to Willis’s rooms to hear Mr Carlyle lecture on Ger- 
man literature. On the Sunday he goes perhaps to church, perhaps to the 
Roman Catholic chapel, perhaps to tlie Tal^rnacle, perhaps nowhere. 
None of the gentlemen whose lectures he has attended during the week 
has the smallest right to tell him where he shall worship, or to punish him 
for gambling in hells, or tippling in cider cellars. Surely we must all feel 
that it would be the height of absurdity to require Mr Faraday and Mr 
Carlyle to subscribe a confession of faith before they lecture ; and in what 
does their situation differ from the situation of the Scotch professor. 

In the peculiar character of the Scotch universitie.s, therefore, I find a 
strong reason for the passing of this bill. I find a reason stronger still 
when I look at the terms of the engagements which exist between the 
English and Scotch nations. 

Some gentlemen, I see, think that I am venturing on dangerous ground. 
We have }>een told, in confident tones, that, if we pass this bill, we shall 
commit a gross breach of public faith, we shall violate the Treaty of 
Union, and the Act of .Security. With equal confidence, and with con- 
fidence much better grounded, I affirm that the Treaty of Union and the 
Act of Security not only do not oblige us to reject this bill, but do oblige 
us to pass this bill, or some bill nearly resembling this. 

This proposition seems to be regarded by the M inisters as paradoxical : 
but I undertake to prove it by the plainest and fairest argument. I shall 
resort to no chicanery. If I did think that the safety of the common- 
wealth required that we should violate the Treaty of Union, 1 would 
violate it openly, and defend my conduct on the ground of necessity. It 
may, in an extreme case, be our duty to break our compacts. It never 
can be our duty to quibble them away. What I say is that the Treaty of 
Union, construed, not with the subtlety of a pettifogger, but according to 
the spirit, binds us to pass this bill or some similar bill. 

By the Treaty of Union it was covenanted that no person should be a 
teacner or office-bearer in the Scotch Universities who should not declare 
that he conformed to the worship and polity of the Established Church of 
Scotland. What /.Church was meant by the two contracting parties ? 
What Church was meant, more especially, by the party to the side of 
which we ought always to lean, I mean the weaker party ? Surely the 
Church estalmshed in 1707, when the Union took place. Is then, the 
Church of Scotland at the present moment constituted, on all points which 
the members of that Church think essential, exactly as it was constituted 
in 1 707 ? Most assuredly not. 

Every person who knows anything of the ecclesiastical history of Scot- 
land knows that, ever since the Reformation, the great body of the Pres- 
byterians of that country have held that congregations oug;ht to have a 
share in the apijointment of their ministers. This principle is laid down 
most distinctly in the First Book of Discipline, drawn up by John Knox. 
It is laid down# though not quite so strongly, in the Second Book of Dis- 
cipline, drawn up by Andrew Melville. And I beg gentlemen, English 
gentlemeni to omrve that in Scotland this is not regarded as a matter of 
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mere expediency. All staunch Presbyterians think that the flock is 
entitled, dtvim^ to a voice in the appointment of the pastor, and that 
to force a pastor on a parish to which ne is unacceptable is a sin as much 
forbidden by the Worn of God as idolatry or peijury. I am quite sure 
that I do not exaggerate when I say that the highest of our high church- 
men at Oxford cannot attach more importance to episcopal government 
and episcopal ordination than many thousands of Scotchmen, shrewd 
men, respectable men, men who fear God and honour the Queen, attach 
to this right of the people. 

When, at the time of the Revolution, the Presbyterian worship and 
discipline were established in Scotland, the question of patronage was 
settled by a compromise, which was far indeed from satisfying men of 
extreme opinions, but which was generally accepted. An Act, passed at 
Edinburgh, in 1690, transferred what we should call in England the ad- 
vowsons from the old patrons to parochial councils, composed of the elders 
and the Protestant landowners. This system, however imperfect it might 
appear to such rigid Covenanters as Davie Deans and Gifted Gilfillan, 
worked satisfactorily ; and the Scotch nation seems to have been contented 
with its ecclesiastical polity when the Treaty of Union was concludeil. 
By that treaty the ecclesiastical polity of Scotland was declared to be un- 
alterable. Nothing, therefore, can be more clear than that the Parlia 
ment of Great Britain was bound by the most sacred obligations not to 
revive those rights of patronage which the Parliament of Scotland had 
abolished. 

But, Sir, the Union had not lasted five years wlien our ancestors were 
guilty of a great violation of public faith. The history of that great fault 
and of its consequences is full of interest and instruction. The wrong 
was committed hastily, and with contumelious levity. The offenders were 
doubtless far from foreseeing that their offence would be visited on the 
third and fourth generation ; that we should be paying in 1845 the 
penalty of what they did in 1712. 

In 1712, Sir, the Whigs, who were the chief authors of the Union, had 
been driven from power. The prosecution of Sacheverell had made 
them odious to the nation. The general election of 1710 had gone 
against them. Tory statesmen were in office. Tory squires formed more 
than five-sixths of this House. The party which was uppermost thought 
that England had, in 1707, made a bad bargain, a bargain so bad that it 
could hardly be considered as binding. The guarantee so solemnly given 
to the Church of Scotland was a subject of loud and bitter complaint. 
The Ministers hated that Church much ; and their chief supporters, the 
country gentlemen and country clergymen of England, hated it still more. 
Numerous petty insults were offered to the opinions, or, if you please, 
the prejudices of the Presbyterians. At length it was determined to go 
further, and to restore to the old patrons those rights which had been taken 
away in 1690. A bill was brought into this House, the history of which 
you may trace in our Journals. Some of the entries are very significant. 
In spite of all remonstrances the Tory majority would not hear of delay. 
The Whig minority struggled hard, appealed to the Act of Union and 
the Act of Security, and insisted on having both those Acts read at the 
table. The bill passed this House, Jhowever, before the people of Scot- 
land knew that it had been brought in. For there were men neither 
reporters nor railroads ; and intell^nce from Westminster was longer in 
travelling to Cambridge than it now is in travelling to Aberdeen. The 
bill was in the House of Lords before the Chur^ of Scotland could 
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make her voice heard. Then came a petition from a committee ap- 
pointed by the Geneml Assembly to watch over the interests of religion 
while the General As.sembly itself was not sitting. The first name 
attached to that petition is the name of Principal Carstairs, a man who 
had stood high in the esteem and favour of William the Third, and who 
had lK»rne a chief part in establishing the Presbyterian Church in Scot- 
land. Carstairs and his colleagues appealed to the Act of Union, and 
implored the peers not to violate that Act. Rut party spirit ran high ; 
public faith was disregarded : patronage was restored. To that breach 
of the Treaty of Union are to be tlirectly ascribed all the schisms that 
have since rent the Church of Scotland. 

I will not detain the House by giving a minute account of those 
schisms. It is enough to say that the law of patronage produced, first 
the secession of 1733 and the establishment of the Associate Synod, then 
the secession of 1752 and the establishment of the Relief Synod, and 
finally the great secession of 1843 and the establishment of the Free 
Church. Only two years have elaj^sed since we saw, with mingled ad- 
miration and pity, a siiectacle worthy of the best ages of the Church. 
Four hundred and seventy ministers resigneil their stipends, quitted their 
manses, and went forth committing themselves, their wives, their children, 
to the ern-e of Providence. Their congregations followed them by 
thousands, and listened eagerly to the Word of I.ife in tent.s, in barns, or 
on those lulls and moors where the stublxini Presbyterians of a former 
generation had prayed and sung their ]>salms in defiance of the boot of 
Lauderdale and of the sword 01 Dumlee. "I'he rich gave largely of their 
riches. The poor contriliuted with the spirit of her who put her two 
mites into the treasury of Jerusalem. Meanwhile, in all the churches of 
large towns, of whole counties, the establishe<l clergy were preaching to 
empty lienclies. And of these secessions every one may be distinctly 
traced to that violation of the 'Preaty of Union which was committed in 
1712. 

This, .Sir, is the true history of dissent in Scotland : and. this )>eing 
so, how can any man have the front ti> invoke the Treaty of Union and 
the Act of Security against those who are devotedly attached to that 
system which the 'Preaty t>f Union and the Act of Security were designed 
to protect, and who are scccslcrs only because the 'lYeaty of Union and 
the Act of Security have been infringe<l ? I implore gentlemen to reHect 
on the manner in which they and their fathers have acted towards the 
Scotch Presbyterians. First you bind yourselves by the most solemn 
oliligations to maintain unaltered their Church as it was constituted in 
1707. Five years later you alter the constitution of their Church in a 
point regarded by them as essential. In consequence of your breach of 
Faith secession after s(X'ession takes plac'c, till at length the Church of 
the State ceases to be the Church of the People. I'hen you begin to be 
squeamish. Then tho.se articles of the Treaty of Union which, w'heii 
they really were obligatory, you outrageously violated, now when they 
are no longer obligatory, now when it is no longer in your power to 
observe them according to the spirit, are represented as inviolable. V ou 
first, by breaking your word, turn hundreds of thousands of Churchmen 
into I>isscnters ; and then you punish them for Iwing Dissenters, because, 
forsooth, you never break your word. If your consciences really are so 
tender, why do you not repeal the Act of 1712 ? Why do you not put 
the Church of Scotland hack into the same situation in which she was in 
1707 We have had occasion more than once in the course of this 
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session to admire the casuistical skill of Her Majesty’s Ministers. But I 
must say that even their scruple about slave-grown sugar, though that 
scruple is the laughing-stock of all Europe and all America, is respectable 
when compared with their scruple about the Treaty of Union. Is 
there the slightest doubt that every compact ought to be construed ac- 
cording to the sense in which it was understood by those who made it ? 
And is there the slightest doubt as to the sense in which the compact 
between England and Scotland was understood by those who made it ? 
Suppose that we could call up from their graves the Presbyterian divines 
who then sate in the General Assembly. Suppose that we could call up 
Carstairs ; that we could call up Boston, the author of the Fourfold State ; 
that we could relate to them the history of the ecclesiastical revolutions 
which have, since their time, taken place m Scotland ; and that we could 
then ask them, “Is the Established Church, or is the Free Church, 
identical with the Church which existed at the time of the Union ? " Is 
it not quite certain what their answer would be ? 'fhey would say, 
“Our Church, the Church which you promised to maintain unalterable, 
was not the Church which you protect, but the Church which you 
oppress. Our Church was the Church of Chalmers and Brewster, not 
the Church of Bryce and Muir. ” 

It is true, Sir, that the Presbyterian dissenters are not the only dissen- 
ters whom this bill will relieve. By the law, as it now stands, all per- 
sons who refuse to declare their approbation of the synodical polity, that 
is to say, all persons who refuse to declare that they consider episcopal 
government and episcopal ordination as, at least, matters altogether 
indifferent, are incapable of holding academical office in Scotland. Now, 
Sir, will any gentleman who loves the Church of England vote for main- 
taining this law ? If, indeed, he w'ere bound by public faith to maintain 
this law, I admit that he would have no choice. But I have proved, 
tmless I greatly deceive myself, that he is not bound by public faith to 
maintain this law? Can he then conscientiously support the Ministers 
to-night ? If he votes with them, he votes for persecuting what he him- 
self believes to be the tnith. He holds out to the members of his own 
Church lures to tempt them to renounce that Church, and to join them- 
selves to a Church which he considers as less pure. We may differ as to 
the propriety of imposing penalties and disabilities on heretics. But 
surely, we shall agree in thinking that we ought not to punish men for 
orthodoxy. 

I know, Sir, that there are many gentlemen who dislike innovation 
merely as innovation, and would be glad always to keep things as they 
ire now. Even to this class of persons I will venture to appeal. I 
assure them that we are not the innovators. I assure them that our object 
is to keep things as they are and as they have long been. In form, I own, 
we are proposing a change ; but in truth we are resisting a change. The 

r sstion really is, not whether we shall remove old tests, but whether we 
11 impose new ones. Tlie law which we seek to repeal has long been 
obsolete. So completely have the tests been disused that, only the other 
day, the right honourable Baronet, the Secretary for the Home Depart- 
ment, when speaking in favour of the Irish Colleges Bill, told us that the 
Government was not making a ra.slj experiment. “ Our plan,” he said, 
“ has already been tried at Edinburgh and has succeeded. At Edinburgh 
the tests have been disused near a hundred years. ” As to Glasgow the 
gentlemen opposite can give us full information from their own experience. 
For there are at least three members of the Cabinet who have been Lords 
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Rectors ; ilie First Lord of the Treasury, and the Secretaries for the Home 
Department and the Colonial Department. They never took the test 
They probably would not have taken it ; for they are all Episcopalians. 
In fact, they belong to the very class which the test was especially meant 
to exclude. The test was not meant to exclude Presbyterian dissenters ; 
for the Presbyterian Church was not yet rent by any serious schism. Nor 
was the test meant to exchjde the Roman Catholics ; for against the 
Roman Catholics there was already abundant security. The Protestant 
Episcopalian was the enemy against whom it was, m 1707, thought 
peculiarly necessary to take precautions. That those precautions have 
long Vjeen disused the three members of the Cabinet whom I mentioned 
can certify. 

On a sudden the law, which had long slept a deep sleep, has been 
awakened, stirred up, and put into vigorous action. These obsolete tests 
are now, it seems, to be exacted with severity. And why? Simply 
because an event has taken place which makes them ten times as unjust 
and ojipressive as they would have l>een fonnerly. They were not 
required while the Established Church was the Church of the majority. 
They are to be re([uired solely because a secession has taken place which 
has made the Established C'hurch the Church of the minority. While 
they could have done little mischief they were suffered to lie neglected. 
They arc now to be used, Ixxause a time has come at which they cannot 
be used without fatal consequences. 

It is inq^ossible for me to speak without indignation of those w^ho have 
taken the lead in the work of persecution. Yet I must give them credit 
for courage. They have selected as their object of attack no less a man 
than Sir David Brewster, Principal of the University of Saint Andrews. 
I hold in my hand the libel, as it is technically called, in which a Pres- 
bytery of the Established Church demands that Sir David, for the crime 
of adhering to that ecclesiastical polity which was guaranteed to his 
country by the Act of Union, shall be “removed from his office, and 
visited with such other censure or punishment as the laws of the Church 
enjoin, for the glory of God, the safety of the Church, and the prosixrity 
of the University, and to deter others liolding the same important office 
from committing the like offence in all time coming, but that others mav 
hear and fear the danger and detriment of following divisive courses. ' 
Yes ; for the glory of (Rxl, the .safety of the Church, and the prosperity 
of the University. What right. Sir, have the authors of such an instru- 
ment as this to raise their voices against the insolence and intolerance of 
the Vatican ? The glory of God ! As to that, I will only say that this 
is not the first occasion on which the glory of God has lieen made a pre- 
text for the injustke of man. Tlic siifety of the Church ! Sir, if, which God 
forbid, that Church is really pos.sessed by the evil spirit which actuates 
this Presbytery ; if that Church, having recently lost hundiexls of able 
ministers and hundreds of thousands of devout hearers, shall, instead of 
endeavonring, by meekness, and by redoubled diligence, to regain those 
whom she has estranged, give them new provocation ; if she shall shai-pen 
against them an old Taw the edge of whicli has long nisted off, and which, 
when it was first made, w'as made not for her defence, but for theirs ; then 
I pronounce the days of that Church numbered. As to the prosperity of 
the University, is there a comer of Europe where men of science will 
not laugh when they hear that the prosperity of the University of Saint 
Andrew.s is to be promoted by expelling Sir David Brewster on account 
of a theological squabble ? The professors of Edinburgh know better 
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than this Presbytery how the prosperity of a seat of learning is to be pro- 
moted. There the Academic Senate is almost unanimous in favour of the 
bill. And indeed it is quite certain that, unless this bill, or some similar 
bill, be passed, a new college will soon be founded and endowed with 
that munificence of which the history of the Free Church furnishes so 
many examples. From the day on which such an university arises, the 
old universities must decline. Now, they are practically national, and 
not sectarian, institutions. And yet, even now, the emoluments of a 
professorship are so much smaller than those which ability and industry 
can obtain in other ways, that it is difficult to find eminent men to fill the 
chairs. And if there be this difficulty now, when students of all religious 
persuasions attend the lectures, what is likely to happen when all the 
members of the Free Church go elsewhere for instruction ? If there lie 
this difficulty when you have all the world to choose professors from, 
what is likely to happen when your choice is narrowed to less than one- 
half of Scotland ? As the professorships become poorer, the professors 
will become less competent. As the professors become less competent, 
the classes will become thinner. As the classes become thinner, the pro- 
fessorships will again become poorer. The decline will become rapid and 
headlong. In a short time, the lectures will be delivered to empty rooms : 
the grass will grow in the courts i and men not fit to be village dominies 
will occupy the chairs of Adam Smith and Dugald Stewart, of Reid and 
Black, of Playfair and Jamieson. 

How do Her Majesty’s Ministers like such a prospect as this ! Already 
they have, whether by their fault or their misfortune I will not now 
Inquire, secured for themselves an unenviable place in the history of 
Scotland. Their names are already inseparably associated with the dis- 
ruption of her Church. Are those names to be as inseparably associated 
with the ruin of her Universities ? 

If the Government were consistent in error, some respect might be 
mingled with our disapprobation. But a Government which is guided by 
no principle ; a Government which, on the gravest questions, does not 
know its own mind twenty-four hours together ; a Government which is 
against tests at Cork, and for tests at Glasgow, against tests at Belfast, 
and for tests at Edinburgh, against tests on the Monday, for them on the 
Wednesday, again.st them again on the Thursday — how can such a (Govern* 
ment command esteem or confidence ? How can the Ministers wonder that 
their uncertain and capricious liberality fails to obtain the applause of the 
liberal party ? What right have they to complain if they lose the confi- 
dence of half the nation without gaining the confidence of the other half ? 

But I do not speak to the Government. 1 speak to the Hou.se. I 
appeal to those who, on Monday last, voted with the Ministers against 
the test proposed by the honourable Baronet the Memlxir for Noith 
Devon. I know what is due to party ties. But there is a mire .so black 
and so deep that no leader has a right to drag his followers through 
it. It is only forty-eight hours si^ce honourable gentlemen were 
brought down to the House to vole against requiring the professors 
in the Irish Colleges to make a declaration of belief in the Gospel : 
and now the same gentlemen are expected to come down and to 
vote that no man shall be a professor in a Scottish college who does 
not declare himself a Calvinist and a Prc.sbyterian. Flagrant as is 
the injustice with which the ministers have on this occasion treated Scot- 
land, the injustice with which they have treated their own supporters is 
more Hagrant still. 1 call on all who voted with the Government on 
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Monday to consider whether they can consistently and honourably vote 
with the Government to-night : I call on all members of the Church of 
England to jponder well before they make it penal to be a member of the 
Church of England ; and, lastly, I call on every man of every sect and 
party who loves science and letters, who is solicitous for the public tran- 
quillity, who respects the public faith, to stand by us in this our hard 
struggle to avert the ruin which threatens the Universities of Scotland- I 
move that tins bill be now read a second time. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered at Edinburgh on the 2d of December 1845. 

The following Speech was delivered at a public meeting held at Edinburgh on the 
second of December. 1845, for the pui^se of petitioning Her Majesty to open the 
ports of the United Kingdom for the tree admission of corn and other food. 

My Lord Provost and Gentlemen,— You will, I hope, believe that 
I am deeply sensible of the kindness with which you have received me. 
I only beg that you will continue to extend your indulgence to me, if it 
should happen that my voice should fail me in the attempt to address 
you. I have thought it my duty to obey your summons, though I am 
hardly equal to the exertion of public .speaking, and though I am so 
situated that I can pass only a few hours among you. But it seemed to 
me that this was not an ordinary meeting or an ordinary crisis. It seemed 
to me that a great era had arrived, and that, at .such a conjuncture, you 
were entitled to know the opinions and intentions of one who has the 
honour of being your representative. 

With respect to the past, gentlemen, I have perhaps a little to explain, 
but certainly nothing to repent or to retract. My opinions, from the 
day on which I entererl jniblic life, have never varied. I have always 
considered the principle of protection of agriculture as a vicious principle. 
I have always thought that this vicious principle took, in the Act of 
1815, in the Act of 1828, and in the Act of 1^2, a singularly vicious 
form. This I declared twelve yeai-s ago, when I stotxi for Leeds : this I 
declared in May 1839, when I first presented my.self before you ; and 
when, a few months later, Lord Melbourne invited me to become a 
member of his Government, I distinctly told him that, in office or out of 
office, I must vote for the total repeal of the corn law\s. 

But in the year 1841 a very peculiar crisis arrived. There was reason to 
hope that it might be possible to effect a compromise, which would not 
indeed wholly remove the evils in.separable from a system of protection, 
but which would greatly mitigate them. There were some circumstances 
in the financial situation of the country which led those who were then 
the advisers of the Crown to hope that they might be able to get rid of 
the sliding scale, and to substitute for it a moderate fixed duty. We pro- 
posed a duty of eight shillings a ouarter on wheat. The Parliament 
refused even to consider our plan. Her Majesty appealed to the people. 
I presented myself Ixifore you ; and you will bear me witness that I dis- 
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guised nothing. I said, ** I am for a perfectly free trade in corn : but I 
think that, situated as we are, we should do well to consent to a compro- 
mise, If you return me to Parliament, I shall vote for the eight shilling 
duty. It is for you to determine whether, on those terms, you wiU 
return me or not.’’ You agreed with me. You sent me back to the 
House of Commons on the distinct understanding that I was to vote for 
the plan proposed by the Government of which I was a member. As 
soon as the new Parliament met, a change of administration took place. 
But it seemed to me that it was my duty to support, when out of place, 
that proposition to which I had been a party when I was in place. I 
therefore did not think myself justified in voting for a perfectly free trade, 
till Parliament had decided against our fixed duty, and in favour of Sir 
Robert Peel’s new sliding scale. As soon as that decision had been 
pronounced, I conceived that I was no longer bound by the terms of the 
compromise which I had, with many misgivings, consented to offer to 
the agriculturists, and which the agriculturists had refused to accept. I 
have ever since voted in favour of every motion which has been made for 
the total abolition of the duties on corn. 

There has been, it is tnie, some difference of opinion between me and 
some of you. We belonged to the same camp : but we did not quite 
agree as to the mode of carrying on the war. I saw the immense strength 
of the interests which were arrayed against us. I saw that the com 
monopoly would last for ever if those who defended it were united, while 
those who assailed it were divided. I saw that many men of distinguished 
abilities and patriotism, such men as Lord John Russell, Lord Ilowick, 
Lord Morpetn, were unwilling to relinquish all hope that the question 
might be settled by a compromise such as had been projx)sed in 1841 
It seemed to me that the help of such men was indispensable to us, and 
that, if we drove from us such valuable allies, we should be unable to 
contend against the common enemy. Some of you thought that I wa.s 
timorous, and others that I wa.s misled by party spirit or by personal 
friendship. I still think that I judged rightly. But I will not now 
argue the question. It has been set at rest for ever, and in the best pos- 
sible way. It is not necessary for us to consider what relations we ought 
to maintain with the party which is for a moderate fixed duty. That 
party has disappeared. Time, and reflection, and discussion, have pro- 
duced their natural effect on minds eminently intelligent and candid. No 
intermediate shades of opinion are now left. There is no twilight. The 
light has been divided from the darkness. Two parties arc ranged in 
battle array against each other. I'herc is the standard of monopoly. 
Here is the standard of free trade ; and by the standard of free trade I 
pledge myself to stand firmly. 

Gentlemen, a resolution has been put into my hands which I shall 
move with the greatest pleasure. That resolution sets forth in emphatic 
language a truth of the nighest im|xirtancc, namely, that the present com 
laws press with especial severity on the poor. There was a time, gentle- 
men, when politicians were not ashamed to defend the corn laws merely 
as contrivances lor putting the money of the many into the pockets of 
the few. We mu.st, — so these men reasoned, — have a powerful and opu- 
lent class of grandees ; that we may have such grandees, the rent of land 
must be kept up ; and that the rent of land may be kept up, the price of 
bread must be kept up. There may*stffl be people who think thus ; but 
they wisely keep their thoughts to themselves. Nobody now ventures to 
say in public that ten thousand families ought to be pul? on short allow- 
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ancc of food in order that one man may have a fine stud and a fine pic- 
ture gallery. Our monopolists have changed their ground. They have 
abandoned their old argument for a new argument much less invidious, 
but, I think, rather more absurd. They nave turned philanthropists. 
Their hearts bleed for the misery of the poor labouring man. They 
constantly tell us that the cry against the corn laws has been raised by 
capitalists ; that the capitalist wishes to enrich himself at the expense 
both of the landed gentry and of the working people ; that every 
reduction of the price of food must l>e followed by a reduction of the 
wages of labour ; and that, if bread should cost only half what it now 
costs, the peasant and the artisan would be sunk in wretchedness 
and degradation, and the only gainers would be the millowners and 
the money changers. It is not only by landowners, it is not only 
by Tories, that this nonsense has been talked. We have heard it 
from men of a very different class, from demagogues who wish to 
keep up the corn laws, merely in order that the com laws may make the 
people miserable, and that misery may make the people turbulent. You 
know how assiduously those enemies of ail order and all property have 
laboured to deceive the working man into a belief that cheap bread w'ould 
be a curse to him. Nor have they always laboured in vain. You re- 
member that once, even in this great and enlightened city, a public 
meeting called to consider the corn laws was disturbed by a deluded 
populace. Now, for my own part, whenever I hear bigots who are 
opposed to all ref^orm, and anarchists who are bent on universal destme- 
tion, join in the same cry, I feel certain that it is an absurd and mis- 
chievous cry ; and surely never was there a cry so absurd and mischievous 
as this cry against cheap loaves. It seems strange that Conservatives, 
people wdio profess to hold new theories in abhorrence, people who are 
always talking about the wisdom of our ancestors, should insist on our 
receiving as an undoubted truth a strange paradox never heard of from 
the creation of the world till the nineteenth century. Begin with the 
most ancient book extant, the Book of (iencsis, and come down to the 
parliamentary debates of 1815 ; and I w’ill venture to say that you will 
find that, on this point, the parly w’hich affects profound reverence for 
antiquity and prescription has against it the unanimous voice of thirty- 
three centuries. If there be anything in which all peoples, nations, and 
languages, Jews, Greeks, Romans, Italians, Frenchmen, Englishmen, 
have agreed, it has lieen this, that the dearness of food is a great evil to 
the poor. Surely, the arguments w'hich are to counterbalance such a 
mass of authority ought to l)e weighty. What then are those arguments? 
I know of only one. If any gentleman is acquainted wdth any other, I 
wish that he w^ould communicate it to us ; and I wdll engage that lie 
shall have a fair and full hearing. The only armiment that I know of is 
this, that there are some countries in the world where food is cheaper 
than in England, and where the people are more miserable than in 
England. Bengal has been mentioned. But Poland is the favourite 
case. Whenever we ask w hy there should not be a free trade in com 
between the Vistula and the Thames, the answer is, Do you wish our 
labourers to be reduced to the condition of the peasants of the Vistula?” 
Was such reasoning ever heard before ? See how readily it may be 
turned against those who use it. Corn is cheaper at Cincinnati than 
here ; but the wages of the labourer arc much higher at Cincinnati than 
here : therefore, the lower the price of food, the higher the wages will he. 
This reasoning Is just as good as the reasoning of our adversaries : that is 
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to say, it is good for nothing. It is not one single cause that makes 
nations either prosperous or miserable. No friend of free trade is such 
an idiot as to say that free trade is the only valuable thing in the world ; 
that religion, government, police, education, the administration of jus- 
tice, public expenditure, foreign relations, have nothing whatever to do 
with the well-being of nations ; that people sunk in superstition, slavery, 
barbarism, must be happy if they have only cheap food. These gentle- 
men take the most unfortunate country in the world, a country which, 
while it had an independent government, had the very worst of inde- 
pendent governments ; the sovereign a mere phantom ; the nobles defying 
nim and Quarrelling with each other ; the great body of the population in 
a state of servitude ; no middle class ; no manufactures ; scarcely any 
trade, and that in the hands of Jew pedlars. Such was Poland while it 
was a separate kingdom. But foreign invaders came down upon it. It 
was conquered : it was reconquered : it was partitioned : it was reparti- 
tioned : it is now under a government of which I will not trust myself to 
speak. This is the country to which these gentlemen go to study the 
effect of low prices. When they wish to ascertain the effect of high 
prices, they take our own country ; a country which has been during 
many generations the best governed in Europe ; a country where per- 
sonal slavery has been unknown during ages ; a country which enjoys the 
blessings of a pure religion, of freedom, of order ; a country long secured 
by the sea against invasion ; a country in which the oldest man living 
has never seen a foreign flag except as a trophy. Between these two 
countries our political philosophers institute a comparison. They find 
the Briton better off than the Pole ; and they immediately come to the 
conclusion that the Briton is so well off because his bread is dear, and the 
Pole so ill off because his bread is cheap. Why, is there a single good 
which in this way I could not prove to be an evil, or a single evil which 
I could not prove to be a good ? Take lameness. I will prove that it is 
the best thing in the world to be lame : for I can show you men who are 
lame, and yet much happier than many men who have the full use of their 
legs. I will prove health to be a calamity. For I can easily find you 
people in excellent health whose fortunes have been wrecked, whose 
character has been blasted, and who are more wretched than many in 
valids. But is that the way in which any man of common sense reasons ? 
No ; the C]|uestioii is : Would not the lame man be happier if you re- 
stored to him the use of his limbs? Would not the healthy man be more 
wretched if he liad gout and rheumatism in addition to all his other 
calamities ? Would not the Englishman be better off if food were as 
cheap here as in Poland? Would not the Pole be more miserable if 
food were as dear in Poland as here ? More miserable indeed he would 
not long be : for he would be dead in a month. 

It is evident that the true way of determining the question which we 
are considering, is to compare the state of a society when food is cheap 
with the state of that same society when food is dear ; and this is a com- 
parison which we can very easily make. We have only to recall to our 
memory what we have ourselves seen within the last ten years. Take 
the year 1835. Food was cheap then; and the capitalist prospered 
greatly. But was the labouring man miserable ? On the contrary, it is 
notorious that work was plentiful that wages were high, that the com- 
mon people were thriving and contented. Then came a change like 
that in Pharaoh’s dream. The thin ears had blighted the full ears ; the 
lean kine had devoured the fat kine ; the days of plenty were over ; and 
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the days of dearth had arrived. In 1841 the capitalist was doubtless 
distressed. But will anybody tell me that the capitalist wa* the only 
sufferer, or the chief sufferer? Have we forgotten what w'as the condi- 
tion of the working people in that unhappy year ? So visible was the 
misery of the manufacturing towns that a man of sensibility could hardly 
l)ear to pass through them. Blverywhere he found filth and nakedness, 
and plaintive voices, and wasted forms, and haggard faces. Politicians 
who had never been thought alarmists began to tremble for the very 
foundations of society. First the mills were put on short time. Then 
they ceased to work at all. Then went to pledge the scanty property of 
the artisan : first his little luxuries, then his comforts, then his neces- 
.saries. The hovels were stripped till they w'ere as bare as the wigwam 
of a Dogribbed Indian. Alone, amidst the general misery, the shop 
with the three golden balls prospered, and was crammed from cellar to 
garret with the clocks, and the tallies, and the kettles, and the blankets, 
and the bibles of the poor. I remember well the effect which w'as pro- 
tiuced in London by tlie unwonted sight of the huge pieces of cannon 
which were going northward to overawe the starving population of Lan- 
cashire. 'Fhese evil days passed away. Since that time we have again 
had cheap bread. The capitalist has been a gainer. It was fit that he 
should be a gainer. But lias he l>een the only gainer ? Will those who 
are always telling us that the Polish laliourer is worse off than the 
English labourer venture to tell us that llic English labourer was worse 
off in 1844 than in 1 841 ? Have we not everywhere seen the goods of 
the {K)or coming back from the magazine of the pawnbroker? Have we 
not seal in the liouse of the working man, in his clothing, in his very 
looks as he passed us in the streets, that he was a happier lieing ? As to 
his pleasures, and especially as to the most innocent, the most salutary, 
of his pleasures, ask your own most intelligent and useful fellow citizen 
Mr Koliert Chambers what sale jxipular hooks had in the year 1841, and 
what sale they had last year. I am assured that, in one week of 1845, 
the sums paid in wages within twenty miles of Manchester exceeded by 
a million and a half the sums paid in the corresponding week of 1841. 

Gentlemen, both the capitalist and the lalxiiirer have been gainers, as 
they ought to have lieen gainers, by the diminution in the price of bread. 
But, there is a third party, which ought not to have gained by that diminu- 
tion, and yet lias gained very greatly by it ; and that party is Her 
Majesty’s present Government. It is for the interest of rulers that those 
whom they rule should be prosperous. But the prosperity which we have 
lately enjoyed was a prosperity for which we were not indebted to our 
rulers. It came in spite of them. It was produced by the cheapness of 
that which they had lalioured to render dear. Under pretence of making us 
independent oiforeign supply, they have established a system which makes 
us dependent in the worst possible way. As my valued friend, the Lord 
Provost,* has justly said, there is a mutual dependence among nations 
of which wc cannot get rid. That Providence has assigned different nro- 
ductions to different climates is a tnith with which everybody is familiar. 
But this is not all. Even in the same climate tlifferent productions lielong 
to different stages of civilisation. As one latitude is favourable to the 
vine and another to the sugar cane, .so there is, in the same latitude, a 
state of society in which it is desirable that the imlustry of men .should ht 
almost entirely directed towards the cultivation of the earth, and another 
state of society in which it is desirable that a large part of the population 
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should be employed in manufactures. No dependence can be conceived 
more natiSral, more salutary, more free from everything like degradation 
than the mutual dependence which exists between a nation which has a 
boundless extent of fertile land, and a nation which has a boundless com- 
mand of machinery ; between a nation whose business is to turn deserts 
into com fields, and a nation whose business is to increase tenfold by in- 
genious processes the value of the fleece and of the rude iron ore. Even 
if that dependence were less beneficial than it is, we must submit to it ; 
for it is inevitable. Make what laws we will, we must be dependent on 
other countries for a large part of our food. That point was decided when 
England ceased to be an exporting country. For, gentlemen, it is de- 
monstrable that none but a country which ordinarily exports food can l>e 
independent of foreign supplies. If a manufacturer determines to produce 
ten thousand pair of stockings, he will produce the ten thousand, and 
neither more nor less. But an agriculturist cannot determine that he will 
produce ten thousand quarters of corn, and neither more nor less. That 
he may be sure of having ten thousand quarters in a bad year, he must 
sow such a quantity of land that he will have much more than ten thou- 
sand in a good year. It is evident that, if our island does not inordinary 
years produce many more quarters than we want, it will in bad years 
produce fewer quarters than we want. And it is equally evident that our 
cultivators will not produce more quarters of corn than we want, unless 
they can export the surplus at a profit Nobody ventures to tell us that 
Great Britain can be ordinanly an exjiorting country. It follows that we 
must be dependent : and the only question is, Which is the best mode of 
dependence ? That question it is not difficult to answer. Go to Lanca- 
shire ; see that multitude of cities, some of them equal in size to the 
capitals of large kingdoms. Look at the warehouses, the machinery, the 
canals, the railways, the docks. See the stir of that hive of human l:)eings 
busily employed in making, packing, conveying stuffs which are to lie 
worn in Canada and Caffraria, in Chili and Java. You naturally ask. 
How is this immense population, collected on an area which will not 
yield food for one tenth part of them, to lie nourished ? But change the 
scene. Go beyond the Ohio, and there you will see another species of 
industry, equally extensive and equally flourishing. You will see the 
wilderness receding fast before the advancing tide of life and civilisation, 
vast harvests waving round the black stumps of what a few months ago was 
a pathless forest, and cottages, bams, mills, rising amidst the haunts of 
the wolf and the bear. Here is more than enough com to feed the 
artisans of our thickly peopled island ; and most gladly would the grower 
of that com exchange it for a .Sheffield knife, a Birmingham spoon, a 
warm coat of I^eds woollen cloth, a light dress of Manchester cotton. 
But this exchange our rulers prohibit. They say to our manufacturing 
population, “You would willingly weave clothes for the people of 
America, and they would gladly sow wheat for you ; Imt we prohibit thi.s 
intercourse. We condemn Ixith your Iwnnsand their ploughs to inaction. 
We will comjiel you to pay a high price for a .stinted mcnl. We will comjK*! 
those who would gladly be your purveyors and your customers to be your 
rivals. We will compel them to turn manufacturers in .self-defence ; and 
when, in close imitation of us, they imi>ose high duties on British goods 
for the protection of their own ^oduce, we will, in our speeches and 
despatches, express wonder and pity at their strange ignorance of politic^ 
economy.” 

Such has lieen the policy of Her Majesty’s Ministers ; but it has not 
yet been fairly brought to the trial. Good harvests have prevented bad 
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laws from producing their full effect. The Government has had a run 
of luck ; and vulgar observers have mistaken luck for wisdom. But 
such runs of luck do not last for tfver. Providence will not always 
send the rain and the sunshine just at such a time and in such 
a quantity as to save the reputation of shortsighted statesmen. 
There is too much reason to l>elieve that evil days are approach- 
ing. On such a subject it is a sacred duty to avoid exaggeration ; 
and I shall do so. I observe that the writers, — wretched writers they 
are, — who defend the present Administration, assert that there is no 
probability of a considerable rise in the price of provisions, and that the 
vVhigs and the Anti-Corn-Law League are busily engaged in circulating 
false reports for the vile purpose of raising a panic. Now, gentlemen, it 
shall not be in the power of anybody to throw any such imputation on 
me ; for I shall describe our prospects in the words of the Ministers 
themselves. I hold in my hand a letter in which Sir Thomas Free- 
mantle, Secretary for Ireland, asks for information touching the potato 
crop in that country. His words are these. “Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment is seeking to learn tlie opinion of judges and well informed persons 
in every part of Ireland regarding the probability of the supply being 
sufficient for the .sup|)ort of the people during the ensuing winter and 
spring, provided care be taken in preserving the stock, and economy 
used in its consumption.” Here, you will observe, it is taken for granted 
that the su])ply is not suOicient for a year’s consumption : it is taken for 
granted that, without care and economy, the suj)ply will not last to the 
end of the spring ; and a doubt is expre.ssed whether, with care and 
economy, the sujiply will last even through the winter. In this letter 
the Ministers of the Crown tell us that famine is dose at hand ; and yet, 
when this letter was written, the duty on foreign corn was seventeen 
shillings a quarter. Is it necessary to say more about the merits of the 
sliding scale ? We were assured that this w^onderful piece of machinery 
would secure us against all danger of scarcity. But unliappily we find 
that there is a hitch ; the sliding scale w'ill not slide ; the Ministers are 
crying “Famine,” while the index which they themselves devised is still 
jKiintiug to “ rienty.” 

And thus. Sir, 1 come back to the resolution which I hold in my hand, 
A dear year is before us. The price of meal is already, I believe, half as 
much again as it was a few months .ago. Again, unhappily, we are able 
to bring to the test of facts the doctrine, that llie dtarness of food 
benefits the labourer and injures only the capitalist. The price of food 
is rising. Are wages rising ? On the contrary, they are falling. ^ In 
numerous districts ilie symptoms of distress are already perceptible. The 
manufacturers are already beginning to work short lime. Warned by 
r^ieated experience, they know well what fk coming, and expect that 
will be a second 1841. 

If these things do not teach us wisdom, we arc jiast all teaching. Twice 
in ten years we have seen the price of corn go up ; and, as it went up, the 
wages of the labouring classes w^enl tiown. 'i'wice in the same period we 
have seen the price of corn go down j and, as it went down, the wages of 
the lalxiuring classes went up. Surely such experiments as these would in 
any science ue considered as decisive. 

The pro8|)ect, gentlemen, is, doubtless, gloomy. Vet it has its bright 
part. I have ali'eady congratulated you on the important fact that Lord 
John Russell and those who have hitherto acted on this subject in concert 
with him, have given up all thoughts of a fixed duty. I have to congra- 
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tulate you on another fact not less important. I am assured that the 
working people of the manufacturing districts have at last come to under- 
stand this question. The sharp ^liscipline which they have undergone 
has produced this good effect ; that they will never again listen to any 
orator who shall have the effront^ to tell them that their wages rise and 
fall with the price of the loaf. Tnus we shall go into the contest under 
such leading and with such a following as we never had before. The 
best part of the aristocracy will be at our head. Millions of labouring 
men, who had l>een separated from us by the arts of impostors, will be in 
our rear. So led and so followed, we may, I think, look forward to 
victory, if not in this, yet in the next Parliament. But, whether our 
triumph be near or remote, I assure you that I shall not fail as regards 
this question, to prove myself your true representative. I will now, my 
Lord, put into your hands this resolution, “That the present com law 
presses with especial severity on the poorer classes.** 


A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 
220 OF May 1846. 

On the twenty-ninth of April, t 8^6, Mr Fielden, Membf-T for Oldham, moved the 
second reading of a Bill for limiting the labour of young persons in factories to ten 
hours a day. The debate was adjourned, and was repeatedly resumed at long 
intervals. At length, on the twenty-second of May the Bill was rejected by 203 
votes to 193. Oil that day the following Speech was made. 

It is impossible. Sir, that I can remain silent after the appeal which has 
been made to me in .so pointed a manner by my honourable friend, the 
Member for Shefheld,* and even if that appeal had not been made to me, 
I should have been very desirous to have an opportunity of explaining the 
grounds on which I shall vote for the second reading of this bill. 

It is, I hope, unnece.ssary for me to assure my honourable friend that I 
utterly disapprove of those aspersions which have, both in this House and 
out of it, been thrown on the owners of factories. For that valuable 
class of men I have no feeling but respect and good will. I am con- 
vinced that with their interests the intere.sts of the whole community, 
and especially of the lal><)uring classes, are inseparably bound up. I 
can also with perfect sincerity declare that the vote which I shall give 
to-night will not be a factious vote. In no circumstances indeed should 
I think that the laws of political hostility warranted me in treating 
this question as a party question. But at the present moment I would 
much rather strengthen than weaken the hands of Her Majesty*s 
Ministers. It is by no means pleasant to me to be under the necessity 
of opposing them. I assure them, I assure my friends on this side of the 
House with whom I am so unfortunate as to differ, and especially my 
honourable friend the Member for Sheffield, who spoke, I must say, in 
rather too plaintive a tone, that I have no desire to obtain creiht for 


Mr Ward. 



THE TEN HOURS BILE 


719 

humanity at their expense. I fully believe that their feeling towards the 
labouring people is quite as kind as mine. There is no difference be- 
tween us as to ends : there is an honest difference of opinion as to means : 
and we surely ought to be able to discuss the points which we differ 
without one angry emotion or one acrimonious word. 

The details of the bill, Sir, will be more conveniently and more regu- 
larly discussed when we consider it in Committee. Our business at pre- 
sent is with the princijde : and the principle, we arc told by many gentle- 
men of great autnority, is unsound. In their opinion, neither this bill, 
nor any other bill regulating the hours of labour, can be defended. This, 
they say, is one of those matters about which we ought not to legislate at 
all ; one of those matters which settle themselves far better than any 
government can settle them. Now it is most important that this point 
should be fully cleared up. We certainly ought not to usurp functions 
which do not properly belong to us : but, on the other hand, we ought 
not to abdicate functions which do pro^Hirly belong to us. I hardly know 
which is the greater pest to society, a paternal government, that is to say 
a prying, meddlesome government, which intrudes itself into every part 
of human life, and which thinks that it can do everything for everylx>dy 
better than anybody can do anything for himself ; or a careless, lounging 
government, which suffers grievances, such as it could at once remove, to 
grow and multiply, and which to all complaint and remonstrance has only 
one answer : “ We must let things alone : we must let things take their 
course : w’e must let things find their level.’’ There is no more im- 
portant problem in politics than to ascertain the just mean between these 
two most pernicious extremes, to draw correctly the line which divides 
those cases in which it is the duty of the State to interfere from those 
cases in which it is the duty of the State to abstain from interference. In 
old times the l>esetting sin of rulers was undoubtedly an inordinate dis- 
position to meddle. The lawgiver was always telling people how to keep 
their shops, how to till their fields, how to educate their children, how 
many di.shes to have on their tables, how much a yard to give for the 
cloth which made their coats. He was always trying to remedy some 
evil which did not proj>erIy fall within his province : and the consequence 
was that he increased the evils which he attempted to remedy. He was 
so much shocked by the distress inseparable from scarcity that he made 
statutes against forestalling and regrating, and so turned the scarcity into 
a famine. He w'as so much shocked by the cunning and hardheartedness 
of money-lenders that he made laws against usury ; and the consequence 
was that the borrower, who, if he had been left unprotected, would have 
got money at ten |)er cent., could hardly, when protected, get it at fifteen 
per cent. Some eminent political philosophers of the last century ex- 
posed with great ability the folly of such legislation, and, by doing so, 
rendered a great service to mankind. There has been a reaction, a 
reaction which has doubtless produced much good, but which like 
most reactions, has not been without evils and dangers. Our states- 
men cannot now be accused of being busybodies. But I am afraid 
that there is, even in some of the ablest and most upright among 
them a tendency to the opposite fault. I will pve an instance m 
what I mean. Fifteen years ago it became evident that railroads 
would soon, in every part of the kingdom, supersede to a great ex- 
tent the old highways. The tracing of the new routes which were to 
join all the chief citie.s, ports, and naval arsenals of the island was a 
matter of the highest national importance. But, unfortunately, those 
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who should have acted for the nation, refused to interfere. Conse- 
quently, numerous questions which were really public, questions which 
concerned the public convenience, the public prosperity, the public 
security, were treated as private questions. That the whole society was 
interested in havi% a good system of internal communication seemed to 
be forgotten. The speculator who wanted a large dividend on his shares, 
the landow’ner who wanted a large price for his acres, obtained a full 
hearing. But nobody applied to be heard on behalf of the community. 
The effects of that great error we feel, and we shall not soon cease to 
feel. Unless I am greatly mistaken, we are in danger of committing to- 
night an error of the same kind. The honourable Member for Montrose * 
and my honourable friend the Member for Sheffield think that the question 
before us is merely a question between the old and the new theories of 
commerce. They cannot underirtand how any friend of free trade can 
wish the Legislature to interfere between the capitalist and the labourer. 
They say, “ You do not make a law' to settle the price of gloves, or the 
texture of gloves, or the length of credit wliich the glover shall give. 
You leave it to him to determine whether he will charge high or low 
prices, whether he will use strong or flimsy materials, whether he will 
trust or insist on ready money. You acknowledge that these are matters 
which he ought to be left to settle with his customers, and that we ought 
not to interfere. It is possible that he may manage his shop ill. But it 
is certain that we shall manage it ill. On the same grounds on which 
you leave the seller of gloves and the buyer of gloves to make their own 
contract, you ought to leave the seller of labour and the buyer of labour 
to make their own contract.^* 

I have a great respect, Sir, for those who reason thus : but I cannot 
see this matter in the light in which it appears to them ; and, though I 
may distrust my own judgraeiTt, I must be guided by it, I am, 1 believe, 
as strongly attached as any member of this House to the principle of free 
trade, rightly understood. Trade, considered merely as trade, considered 
merely with reference to the pecuniary interest of the contracting parties, 
can hardly be too free. But there is a great deal of trade which cannot 
be considered merely a.s trade, and which affects higher than pecuniary 
interests. And to say that Government never ought to regulate such 
trade is a monstrous proposition, a proposition at which Adam Smith 
would have stood aghast. We impose .some restrictions on trade for pur- 
poses of police. Thus, we do not suffer everybody who has a cab and a 
horse to ply for pas.sengers in the streets of London. We do not leave 
the fare to be determined by the supply and the demand. We do not 
permit a driver to extort a guinea for going half a mile on a rainy day 
when there is no other vehicle on the stand. We impose some restric- 
tions on trade for the sake of revenue. Thus, we forbid a farmer to 
cultivate tobacco on his own ground. We impose some restrictions on 
trade for the sake of national defence. Thus we compel a man who 
would rather be ploughing or weaving to go into the militia ; and we fix 
the amount of pay which he shall receive without asking his consent. 
Nor is there in all this anything inconsistent with the soundest political 
economy. For the science of political economy teaches us only that we 
ought not on commercial grounds to interfere with the liberty of com- 
merce ; and we, in the cases which 1 have put, interfere with the liberty 
of commerce on higher than commercial grounds. 

* Mr Hum 
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And now, Sir, to come closer to the case with which we have to deal, 
I sav, first, that where the health of the community is concerned, it may 
be the duty of the State to interfere with the contracts of individuals ; and 
to this proposition I am quite sure that Her Majesty’s Government will 
cordially assent. I have just read a very interesting report signed by two 
members of that Government, the Duke of Bucckiich, and the noble carl 
who was lately Chief Commissioner of the Woods and Forests, and who 
is now Secretary for Ireland ; * and, since that report was laid before the 
House, the noble earl himself has, with the sanction of the Cabinet, 
brought in a bill for the protection of the public health. By this bill it 
is provided that no man shall be permitted to build a house on his own 
land in any great town without giving notice to certain Commissioners. 
No man is to sink a cellar without the consent of these Commissioners. 
The house must not be of less than a prescril^ed width. No new house 
must l3e built without a drain. If an old house has no drain, the Com- 
missioners may order the owner to make a drain. If he refuses, they 
make a drain for him, and send him in the bill. They may order him to 
whitewash his house. If he refuses, they may send people with pails 
and brushes to whitewash it for him, at his charge. Now, suppose that 
some proprietor of houses at Leeds or Manchester were to expostulate 
with the Government in the language in which the Government has ex- 
postulated with the supporters of this bill for the regulation of factories. 
Suppose he were to say to the noble carl, “ Vour lordship professes to be 
a friend to free trade. Your lordship’s doctrine is that everybody ought 
to be at liberty to buy cheap and to sell dear. Why then may not I run 
up a house as cheap as I can, and let my rooms as dear as I can? 
Your lordship does not like houses without drains. Do not take one of 
mine then. You think my bedrooms filthy. Nolx>dy forces you to sleep 
in them. Use your own liberty : but do not restrain that of your neigh- 
bours. I can find many a family willing to pay a shilling a week for 
leave to live in what you call a hovel. And why am not 1 to take the 
shilling which they are willing to give me ? And why arc not they to 
have such shelter as, for that shilling, I can afl'ord them ? Why did you 
send a man wdthout my consent to clean my house, and then force me to 
pay for what I never ordered ? My tenants thought the house clean 
enough for them ; or they would not have been my tenants ; and, if they 
and I were satisfied, why did you, in direct defiance of all the principles 
of free trade, interfere between us ? " This reasoning, Sir, is exactly of a 
piece with the reasoning of the honourable Memt>er for Montrose, and of 
my honourable friend the Memlier for Shefticld. If the noble earl will 
allow me to make a defence for him, I believe that he would answer the 
objection thus: “I hold,” he would say, “the sound doctrine of free 
trade. But your doctrine of free trade is an exaggeration, a caricature of 
the souml doctrine ; and by exhibiting such a caricature you bring dis- 
cretlit on the sound doctrine. We should have nothing to do with the 
contracts l)etween you and your tenants, if those contracts affected only 
pecuniary interests. But higher than pecuniary interests are at stake. It 
concerns the commonwealth that the great Irody of the people sliould not 
live in a way which makes life wretched and short, which enfeebles the 
l)ody and pollutes the mind. If, by living in houses which resemble 
hogstyes, great numbers of our countrymen liave contracted the tastes of 
hogK, if tliey have l>ccome so familiar with filth and stench and contagion, 
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that they burrow without reluctance in holes which would turn the stomach 
of any man of cleanly habits, that is only an additional proof that we 
have too long neglect^ our duties, and an additional reason for our now 
performing them. 

Secondly, I say that where the public morality is concerned it 
may be the duty of the State to interfere with the contracts of 
individuals. Take the traffic in licentious books and pictures. Will 
anybody deny that the State may, with propriety, interdict that 
traffic? Or take the case of lotteries. I have, we will suppose, an 
estate for which I wish to get twenty tlioiisand pounds. I an- 
nounce my intention to issue a thousand tickets at twenty pounds 
each. The holder of the number which is first drawn is to have 
the estate. But the magistrate interferes ; the contract between me 
and the purchasers of my tickets is annulled ; and I am forced to pay 
a heavy penalty for having made such a contract. I appeal to the prin- 
ciple of iree trade, as expounded by the honourable gentlemen the Mem- 
bere for Montrose and Sheffield. I say to you, the legislators who have 
restricted my liberty, “ What business have you to interfere between a 
buyer and a seller ? If you think the speculation a bad one, do not take 
tickets. But do not interdict other people from judging for themselves. ” 
Surely you would answer, “You would be right if this were a mere ques- 
tion of trade : but it is a question of morality. We prohibit you from 
disposing of your property in this particular mode, because it is a mode 
which tends to encourage a most pernicious habit of mind, a habit of 
mind incompatible with all the qualities on which the well-being of indi- 
viduals and of nations depends.”' 

It must then, I think, be admitted that, where health is concerned, and 
where morality is concerned, the State is justified in interfering with the 
contracts of individuals. And, if this be admitted, it follows that the case 
with which we now have to do is a case for interference. 

Will it be denied that the health of a large part of the rising genera- 
tion may be seriously affected by the contracts which this bill is intended 
to regulate ? Can any man who has read the evidence which is before us, 
can any man who has ever observed young people, can any man who re- 
members his own sensations when he was young, doubt that twelve hours 
a day of labour in a factory is too much for a lad of thirteen ? 

Or will it be denied that this is a question in which public morality is 
concerned ? Can any one doubt, — none, I am sure, of my friends around 
me doubts, — that education is a matter of the highest importance to the 
virtue and happiness of a people ? Now we know that there can be no 
education without lei.sure. It is evident that, after deducting from the 
day twelve hours for labour in a factory, and the additional hours ncces- 
sary for exercise, refreshment,, and repose, there will not remain time 
enough for education. 

I have now, I think, shown that this bill is not in principle objection- 
able ; and yet I have not touched the strongest part of our case. 1 hold 
that, where public health is concerned, and where public morality is con- 
cerned, the State may be justified in regulating even the contracts of 
adults. But we propose to regelate only the contracts of infants. Now, 
was there ever a civilised society in which the contracts of infants were 
not under some regulation ? Is th^e a single mcml)er of this House who 
will say that a wealthy minor of thirteen ought to be at perfect liberty to 
execute a conveyance of his estate, or to give a bond for fifty thousand 
pounds? If anybody were so alwurd as to say, “ What has the Legisla- 
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ture to do with the matter ? Why cannot you leave trade free ? Why 
do you pretend to understand the boy’s interest better than he under- 
stands it ?’* — you would answer ; When he grows up, he may squander 
his fortune away if he likes : but at present the State is his guardian ; 
and he shall not rum himself till he is old enough to know what he is 
about.'’ Tlie minors whom we wish to ])rotect have not indeed large 
pro|)erty to throw away : but they are not the less our wartls. Their only 
inheritance, the only fund to which they must look for tlieir subsistence 
through life, is the sound mind in the sound body. And is it not our 
duty to prevent them from wasting their most precious wealth before they 
know its value ? 

But, It is said, this bill, though it directly limits only the labour of in- 
fants, will, by an indirect operation, limit also the labour of adults. Now, 
Sir, though I am not prepared to vole for a bill directly limiting the labour 
of adults, I will plainly say tliat I do not think that the limitation of the 
labour of adults would necessarily produce all those frightful consequences 
which we have heard predicted. You clieer me in very iriumphant 
tones, as if 1 had uttered some monstrous paradox. Pray, does it not 
occur to any of you that the labour of adults is now limited in this country ? 
Are you not aware that you are living in a society in wliich the labour of 
adults is limited to six days in seven ? It is you, not 1 , who maintain a para- 
dox opposed to the opinions and the practices of all nations and ages. Did 
you ever hear of a single civilised State since the beginning of the world 
in which a certain jxirtion of time was not set apart for the rest and recrea- 
tion of adults by public authority ? In general, this arrangement has been 
sanctioned by religion. 'Fhc Kgyptians, the Jews, the Greeks, the Romans, 
had their liolidays : the Hindoo has liis holidays: the Mussulman has 
his holidays : there arc holidays in the Cireek Chinch, holidays in the 
Church of Rome, holidays m the Church of England. Is it not amusing 
to hear a gentleman pronounce with confidence that any legislation which 
limits the labour of adults must proiluce consequences fatal to society, 
without once reflecting that in the society m which he lives, and in every 
other society that exists, or ever has existed, there has lieeii such legisla- 
tion without any evil consequence? It is true that a Puritan Govemment 
in F.ngland, and an Atheistical (iovernment in France, abolished llie old 
holidays .as superstitious. Hut those Governments felt it to be absolutely 
necessary to institute new holulays. C ivil festivals ivere .substituted for 
religious lestivals. You will fnid among the ordinances of the Fong Par- 
liament a law providing that, in exchange for the days of rest and amuse- 
ment winch the ]>cople lia<l Ijeen used to enjoy at I'.aster, \\ hitsuntidc, 
and Chrislma.s tlie second Tues<lay in every month shouUl be given to the 
working man, and that any apprentice who was forced to work on the 
second 'fuesday of any month might have Ins master up before a magis- 
trate. The French Jacobins decreed that the Sunday should no longer 
be a day of rest ; hut they instituted another day of rest, the Decade. 
They .swept away the holidays of the Roman ('atholic Church j but they 
instituted another set of holklays, the Sansculollidcs, one sacred to Genius, 
one to Industry, one to (Opinion, and so on, I say, therdore, that the 
practice of limiting by law the lime of the labour ol adults is so far from 
[icing, as .some gentlemen seem to think, an unheard of and monstrous 
practice, that it is a practice as universal as cookery, as the wearing of 
clothes, as the use of domestic animals. 

And has this practice been proved by experience to be pernicious? Let 
us take the instance with which we are most familiar. Let us inquire 
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what has l)een the effect of those laws which, in our own country, limit 
the labour of adults to six days in every seven. It is quite unnecessary to 
discuss the question whether Christians be or be not bound by a divine 
command to observe the Sunday. For it is evident that, whether our 
weekly holiday be of divine or of human institution, the effect on the 
temporal interests of Society will be exactly the same. Now, is there a 
single argument in the whole Speech of my honourable friend the Member 
for Sheffield which does not tell just as strongly against the laws which 
enjoin the observance of the vSunday as against the bill on our table ? 
Surely, if his reasoning is good for hours, it must l^ equally good for days. 

He says, ** If this limitation be good for the working people, rely on it 
that they will find it out, and that they will themselves establish it with- 
out any law. ” Why not reason in the same way about the Sunday ? Why 
not say, “If it be a good thing for the people of London to sliut their 
shops one day in seven, they wl! find it out, and will shut their shops 
without a law ? ” Sir, the answer is obvious. I have no doubt that, if 
you were to poll the shopkeepers of London, you would find an immense 
majority, probably a hundrecl to one, in favour of closing shops on the 
Sunday ; and yet it is absolutely necessary to give to the wish of the ma- 
jority the sanction of a law ; for, if there were no such law, the minority, 
by opening their shops, would soon force the majority to do the same. 

But, says my honourable friend, you cannot limit the labour of adults 
unless you fix wages. This proposition he lays down rc|>eatedlv, assures 
us that it is incontrovertible, and indeecl seems to think it self-evident ; 
for he has not taken the trouble to prove it. Sir, my answer shall be 
very short. We have, during many centuries, limited the labour of adults 
to six days in seven ; and yet we have not fixed the rate of wages. 

But, it is said, you cannot legislate for all trades ; and therefore you 
had better not legislate for any. Look at the |'>oor sempstress. She 
works far longer ami harder than the factory child. She soinetime.s plies 
her needle fifteen, sixteen hours in the twenty-four. See how the house- 
maid works, up at six every morning, and toiling up stairs and down 
stairs till near midnight. You own that you cannot do anything for the 
sempstress and the housemaid. Why then trouble yourscdf about the 
factory child? Take care that by protecting one class you do not aggra- 
vate the hardships endured by the classes which you cannot protect. 
Why, Sir, might not all this be said, word for word, against the laws 
which enjoin the observance of the Sunday ? There are classes of people 
whom you cannot prevent from working on the Sunday. 'I’here are classes 
of peoj)le whom, if you could, you ought not to prevent from working on 
the Sunday. Take the sempstress, of whom so much has been said. 
You cannot keep her from sewing and hemming all Sunday in her garret. 
But you do not think that a reason for suffering Lovent Garden Market, 
and Leaden hall Market, and Smithfield Market, and all the shops from 
Mile End to Hyde Park to be open all Sunday. Nay, these factories 
about which we are debating, — doe.s anybody propose that they shall In: 
allowed to work all Sunday ? See then how inconsistent you are. You 
think it unjust to limit the labour of the factory child to ten hours a day, 
because you cannot limit the labour of the sempstress. And yet you see 
no injustice in limiting the labour of the factory child, aye, and of the 
factory man, to six days in the week*, though you cannot limit tlie labour 
of the sempstress. 

But, you say, by protecting one clas.s we sliall aggravate the sufferings 
of all the classes wnich we cannot protect. You say this ; hut you do 
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not j)rove it ; and all experience proves the contrary We interfere on 
the Sunday to close the shops. We do not interfere with the labour of 
the housemaid. But are the housemaids of London more severely worked 
on the Sunday than on other days? The fact notoriously is the reverse. 
For your legislation keeps the public feeling in a right state, and thus pro* 
tects indirectly those whom it cannot protect directly. 

Will my honourable friend the Member for Slieffield maintain that the law 
which limits the number of working days has been injurious to the working 
population? I am certain that he will not. How then can he expect 
me to believe that a law which limits the numVier of working hours must 
necessarily be injurious to the working population? Yet he and those 
who agree with him seem to wonder at our dulncss because we do not at 
once admit the truth of the doctrine which they propound on this subject. 
They reason thus. We cannot reduce the number of hours of labour in 
factories without reducing the amount of production. We cannot reduce the 
amount of production without reducing the remuneration of the labourer. 
Meanwhile, foreigners, who are at lilxjrty to work till they drop down 
dead at their looms, will soon l>eat us out of all the markets of the world. 
Wages will go down fast, 'i'hc condition of our working people will l>e 
far worse than it is ; and our unwise interference will, like the unwise in- 
terference of our ancestors with the dealings of the corn factor and the 
money lender, increase the distress of the very class which w'e wish to relieve. 

Now, Sir, I fully admit that there might be such a limitation of the 
houi*s of labour as would produce the evil conseciucnccs with >vhich w e are 
threatened ; and this, no doubt, is a very gotxl reason for legislating 
with great caution, for feeling our way, for looking w^ll to all the details 
of tins bill. But it is certainly not true that every limitation of the hours 
of lalx)ur must produce these consequences. And 1 am, I must say, sur- 
prised w'lien I hear men of eminent ability and knowdtalgc lay down the 
proposition that a diminution of the time of labour must be followed by 
diminution of the usages of labour, as a proposition universally true, as a 
prop<Jsilion capable of lieing strictly demonstrated, as a proposition about 
which tlicre can Ixi no more doubt than about any theorem in Euclid. 
Sir, I deny the truth of the proposition ; and for tliis plain reason. We 
have already, by law, greatly reducctl the lime of labour in factories. 
Thirty years ago, the late Sir Robert Reel told the House that it was a 
common practice to make cliildrcn of eight years of age toil in mills fifteen 
hours a day. A law has since been made which prohibits persons under 
eighteen years of age from working in mills more than twelve hours a 
day. Tliat law was ojqioscd on exactly the .same grounds on which the 
bill Ijcforc us is opposed. Barhanicnt w^a,s told then, as it is told now, 
that with the time of labour the quantity of pio<luciion would decrease, 
that with the quantity of production the wages would decrease, that our 
manufacturers would be unable to contend with foreign manufacturers, 
and that the condition of the lalmuring pojuilation instead of being made 
lietter by the interference of the Legislature would he made woi'se. Read 
over those dcbatc.s ; and you may imagine that you are reading the debate 
of this evening. Rarliament disregaixicd these prophecies. Tlie time of 
lal)Our was limited. Have wages fallen? lias the cotton trade left 
Manchester for France or Germany? Has the condition of the working 
people l)ccomc more miserable ? Is it not universally acknowledged that 
the evils which were so confidently predicted have not come to pass? 
I.-et me be understood. 1 am not arguing that, because a law which re- 
ducet,! the houm of daily labour from fitieeu to tw'elve did not reduce 
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wages, a law reducing those hours from twelve to ten or eleven cannot 
possibly reduce wages. That would lie very inconclusive reasoning. 
What I say is this, that, since a law which reduced the hours of daily 
labour from fifteen to twelve has not reduced wages, the proposition that 
every reduction of the hours of lalnnir must necessarily reduce wages is a 
false projjosition. There is evidently some flaw in that deir»onst ration 
which my honourable friend thinks so complete ; and what the flaw is wc 
may perhaps discover if we look at the analogous case to which I have 
so often referred. 

Sir, exactly three hundred years ago, great religious changes were 
taking place in England. Much was said and written, in that inquiring 
and innovating age, about the question whether Christians were under a 
religious obligation to rest from labour on one day in the week ; and it is 
well known that the chief Reformers, both here and on the Continent, 
denied the existence of any such obligation. Suppose then that, in 1546, 
Parliament had made a law that there should thenceforth be no distinction 
between the Sunday and any other day. Now, Sir, our opponents, if 
they are consistent with themselves, must hold that such a law would 
have immensely increased the wealth of the country and the remuneration 
of the working man. What an effect, if their principles be sound, must 
have been produced by the addition of one sixth to the time of labour ! 
What an increase of production ! What a rise of wages ! How utterly 
unable must the foreign artisan, who still had his days of festivity and of 
repose, have found himself to maintain a competition with a people 
whose shops were open, whose markets were crowded, whose spades 
and axes, and planes, and hods, and anvils, and looms were at work 
from morning till night on three hundred and sixty-five days a year ! 
The Sundays of three hundred years make up fifty yeai-s of our 
working days. We know what the industry of fifty years can do. 
We know what marvels the industry of the last fifty years has 
wrought. The arguments of rny honourable friend irresistibly lead us to 
this conclusion, that if, during the last three centuries, the Sunday had 
not been observed as a day of rest, we should have been a far richer, a 
far more highly civilised people than we now are, and that the laliouring 
classes especially would have !)een far better off than at pre.sent. But 
does he, does any Member of the House, seriously believe that this would 
have been the case ? For my own part, I have not the smallest doubt 
that, if we and our ancestors had, during the last three centuries, worked 
just as hard on the Sunday as on the week days, we should have been at 
this moment a poorer people and a less civilised people than we are ; 
that there would have been less production than there lias been, that the 
wages of the labourer would have been lower than they are, and that 
some other nation would have been now making cotton stuffs and woollen 
stuffs and cutlery for tlie whole world. 

Of course, Sir, 1 do not mean to .say that a man will not produce more 
in a week by working seven <lays than by working six days. But I very 
much doubt whether, at the end of a year, he will generally have pro- 
duced more by working seven days a week than by working six days a 
week ; and I firmly believe that, at the end of twenty years, he will have 
produced much less by working seven days a week than by working six 
days a week. In the .same manner I do not deny that a factory child 
will produce more, in a single day, by working twelve hours than by 
working ten hours, and by working fifteen hours than by working twelve 
hours. But I do deny that a great society in which children work fifteeiv 
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or even twelve hours a day will, in the lifetime of a generation, produce 
as much as if those children had worked less. If we consider man merely 
in a commercial point of view, if we consider him merely as a machine 
for the production of worsted and calico, let us not forget what a piece of 
mechanism he is, how fearfully and wonderfully made. We do not treat 
a fine horse or a sagacious dog exactly as we treat a spinning jenny. Nor 
will any slaveholder, who has sense enough to know his own interest, 
treat his human chattels exactly as he treats hi> horses and his dogs. 
And would you treat the free laliourer of England like a mere wheel or 
pulley ? Kely on it that intense labour, beginning too early in life, con- 
tinued too long every day, stunting the growth of the iKxly, stunting the 
growth of the mind, leaving no time for healthful exercise, leaving no time 
for intellectual culture, must impair all those high qualities which have 
made our country great. Your overworked boys will become a feeble 
and ignoble race of men, the parents of a more feeble and more ignoble 
progeny ; nor will it be long ^‘fore the deterioration of the labourer will 
injuriously affect those very interests to which his physical and moral 
energies have been sacrificed. On the other hand, a day of rest recurring 
ill every week, two or tlirce hours of leisure, exercise, innocent amuse- 
ment or useful study, recurring every day, must improve the whole man, 
physically, morally, intellectually ; and the improvement of the man w ill 
improve all that the man produces. Why is it, Sir, that the Hindoo cotton 
manufacturer, close to whose door the cotton grow s, cannot, in the bazaar 
of his ow n town, maintain a com petition w'ith the English cotton manu- 
facturer, who has to send thousands of miles for the raw' material, and 
who has then to send the wrought material thousands of miles to 
market ? You will say that it is owing to the excellence of our machi- 
nery. And to what is the excellence of our machinery owing? How 
many of the improvements w'hich have been made in our machinery do 
we owe to llie ingenuity and jiatient thought of working men? Adam 
Smith tells us in the first chapter of his great work, that you can hanlly 
go to a factory without seeing some very pretty machine, — that is his 
expression, — devised by some labouring man. Hargraves, the inventor 
of the spinning jenny, was a common artisan. Crompton, the in- 
ventor of the mule jenny, was a w'orkiiig man. How many hours of the 
labour of children would do so much for our manufactures as one of these 
iniprovenicnt.s has done ? And in w hat sort of society are such improve- 
ments most likely to be made ? Surely in a society in which the faculties 
of the working people arc (leveloj>cd by education. How long will you 
wail btdorc any negro, working under tne lash in Louisiana, will contrive 
a lictter machinery for squeezing the sugar canes ? My honourable friend 
seems to me, in all his reasonings aliout the commercial prosj^erity of 
nations, to overlook entiiely the chief cause on w hich that prosperity de 
}>ends. What is it, Sir, that makes the great difference between country 
and country? Not the exuberance of soU ; not the mildness of climate ; 
not mines, nor havens, nor rivers. These things are indeed valuable 
when put to their proper use by human intelligence : but hunian intelli- 
gence can do much without them ; and they without human intelligence 
can do nothing. They exist in the highest degree in regions of whiA the 
inhabitants are few, and squalid, and barbarous, and naked, and starving ; 
W'hile on sterile rocks, amidst uiuvholesome marshes, and under inclement 
skies, may be found immense populations, w ell fed, well lodged, well clad, 
well governed. Nature meant Egypt and Sicily to be the gardens of the 
world. They once were so. Is it anything in the earth or in the air that 
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makes Scotland more prosperous than Egypt, that makes Holland more 
prosperous than Sicily ? No ; it was the Scotchman that made Scotland ; 
it was the Dutchman that made Holland. Look at North America, Two 
centuries ago the sites on which now arise mills, and hotels, and banks, 
and colleges, and churches, and the Senate Houses of flourishing common- 
wealths, were deserts abandoned to the panther and the bear. What has 
made the change ? Was it the rich mould, or the redundant rivers ? No : 
the prairies were as fertile, the Ohio and the Hudson were as broad and as 
full then as now. Was the improvement the effect of .some great transfer 
of capital from the old world to the new ? No , the emigrants generally 
carried out with them no more than a pittance ; but they carried out the 
English heart, and head, and ann ; and the English heart and head and 
arm turned the wilderness into cornfield and orchard, and the huge trees 
of the primeval forest into cities and fleets. Man, man is the great instru- 
ment that produces wealth. 'Fhe natural differerjce between Campania 
and Spitzl)ergen is trifling, when compared with the diflerence between a 
country inhabited by men full of bodily and mental vigour, and a country 
inhabited by men sunk in bodily and mental decrepitude. Therefore it i.s 
that we are not poorer but richer, l>ecau.se we h.ive, through many ages, 
rested from our labour one day in seven. That clay is not lost. While in- 
dustry is suspended, while tlie plough lies in the furrow, while the Excliange 
is silent, while no smoke ascends from the factory, a process is going on 
quite as important to the wealth of nations as any process which is per* 
formed on more busy days. Man, the machine of machines, the machine 
compared with which all the contri vances of the Watts and tlie Arkwrights 
are worthless, is repairing and winding up, so that he returns to his 
labours on the Monday with clearer intellect, with livelier spirits, with 
renewed corporal vigour. Never will I believe that what makes a popu- 
lation stronger, and healthier, and wiser, and l>etter, can ultimately make 
it poorer. You try to frighten us by telling us, that in some (lerman fac- 
tories, the young work seventeen hours in the twenty-four, that they work 
so hard that among thousands there is not one who grows to such a .sta- 
ture that he can be admitted into the army ; and you a.sk whether, if we 
pass this bill, we can possibly hold our own against such competition as 
this? Sir, I laugh at the thought of .such comj)etition. If ever we arc 
forced to yield the foremost place among commercial natioas, we shall 
yield it, not to a race of degenerate dwarfs, but to some people pre-emi- 
nently vigorous in btxly and in mind. 

For these reasons, Sir, I approve of the principle of this l.>ill, and shall, 
without hesitation, vote for the secoml reading. To what extent we 
ought to reduce the hours of lalx)ur i.s a question of more difficulty. I 
think that we are in the situation of a physician who ha.s satisfied himself 
that there is a disease, and that there is a specific medicine for the 
disease, but who is not certain what quantity of that medicine the 
patient’s constitution will l^ear. Such a physician would probably 
administer his remedy by small doses, and carefully watch its operation. 
I cannot help thinking that, by at once reducing the hours of labour 
from twelve to ten, we should hazard too much. The change is great, 
and ought to be cautiously and gradually made. Suppose that there 
should be an immediate fall of wages, which is not impossible. Mi^ht 
there not be a violent reaction? Might not the public take up a notion 
that our legislation had been erroneous in principle, though, in truth, 
our error would have been an error, not of principle, but merely of 
degree ? Might not Parliament be induced to retrace its steps ? Might 
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we not find it difficult to maintain even the present limitation ? The 
wisest course would, in my opinion, l>e to reduce the hours of labour 
from twelve to eleven, to observe the effect of that experiment, and if, 
as 1 hope and Ijelieve, the result should he satisfactory, then to make a 
further reduction from eleven to ten. This is a question, however, whidi 
will l>e with more advantage considered when w^e are in Committee. 

One word, Sir, Ijefore I sit down, in answer to my noble friend near 
me.* lie seems to think that this bill is ill timed. I own that 1 cannot 
agree with him. We carried up on Monday last to the bar of the Lords 
a bill which will remove the most hateful and pernicious restriction that 
ever w'as laid on trade. Nothing can be more proj^er than to apply, in 
the same w'eek, a remedy to a great evil of a directly opposite kind. As 
lawgivers, we have two great faults to confess and to repair. We have 
done that which we ought not to have done. We have left undone that 
which we ought to have done. W'e have regulated that which we should 
have left to regulate itself. We have left unregulated that which we 
were l>ound to regulate. We have given to some branches of industry a 
protection which has proved their bane. We have withheld from public 
nealth and public morals the protection which was their due. WT‘ have 
prevented the labourer from buying his loaf where he could get it 
cheajxjst ; but we have not prevented him from ruining his body and 
mind by premature and immoderate toil. I hope that we have seen the 
last lx)th of a vicious system of interference and of a vicious system of non* 
interference, and that our poorer countrymen will no longer have reason 
to attribute their sufferings either to our meddling or to our neglect. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered at the Opening of the Edinuurgii Philosophical 
Institution on the 4TH of November 1846. 

I THANK you, Oentlemen, for this cordial reception. I have thought it 
right to steal a short time from duties not unimportant for the purpose of 
lending my aid to an undertaking calculated, as 1 think, to raise the 
credit and to promote the best interests of the city which has so many 
claims on my gratitude. 

d'hc Director of our Institution have requested me to propose to you 
as a toast the Literature of Britain. They could not have assigned to 
me a more agreeable duty. The chief object of this Institution is, I 
conceive, to impart knowledge through the medium of oiii own language. 
Edinburgh is already rich in libraries worthy of her fame as a seat of 
literature and a seat of jurisiinidence. A man of letters can here with- 
out difficulty obtain access to re|X)sitorics filled with the wisdom of many 
ages and ol many nations. But something was still wanting. We still 
wanted a library open to that large, that important, that respectable 
class which, though by no means destitute of liberal curiosity or of sensi- 
bility to literary pleasures, is yet forced to be content with what is written 
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in our own tongue. For that class especially, I do not say exclusively, 
this library is intended. Our directors, I hope, will not be satisfied, I, 
as a meml^r, shall certainly not be satisfied, till we possess a noble and 
complete collection of English books, till it is impossible to seek in vain 
on our shelves for a single English book which is valuable either on 
account of matter or on account of manner, which throws any light on 
our civil, ecclesiastical, intellectual, or social history, which, m short, can 
afford either useful instruction or harmless amusement. 

From such a collection, placed within the reach of that large and 
valuable class which I have ^mentioned, I am disposed to expect great 
good. And when 1 say this* I do not take into the account those rare 
cases to which my valued friend, the Lord Provost,* so happily alluded. 
It is indeed not impossi!)le that some man of genius who may enrich our 
literature with imperishable eloquence or song, or who may extend the 
empire of our race over matter, may feel in our reading room, for the 
first time the consciousness of powers yet undeveloped. It is not impos- 
sible that our volumes may suggest the first thought of something great 
to some future Burns; or Watt, or Arkwright. But I do not .speak of 
these extraordinary cases. What I confidently anticipate is that, through 
the whole of that class whose benefit we have peculiarly in view, there 
will be a moral and an intellectual improvement ; that many hours, 
which might otherwise be wasted in folly or in vice, will be employed in 
pursuits which, while they afford the highest and most lasting pleasure, 
are not only harmless, but purifying and elevating. My own experience, 
my own observation, justifies me in entertaining this hope. I have had 
opportunities, both in this and in other countries, of forming .some esti- 
mate of the effect which is likely to be produced l)y a good collection of 
books on a society of young men. There is, I will venture to say, no 
judicious commanding officer of a regiment who will not tell you that the 
vicinity of a valuable library will improve perceptibly the whole character 
of a mess. I w'ell knew one eminent military servant of the East India 
Company, a man of great and various accomplishments, a man honour- 
ably distinguished both in war and in diplomacy, a man wdio enjoyed the 
confidence of some of the greatest generals and statesmen of our time. 
When I asked him how, having left his country while still a boy, and 
having passed his youth at military stations in India, he had been able 
to educate him.self, his answ'er w’as, that he had been stationed in the 
neighbourhood of an excellent library, that he had been allowed free 
acce.ss to the books, and that they had, at the most critical time of his 
life, decided his character, and saved him from being a mere smoking, 
card-playing, punch-drinking lounger. 

Some of the objections which have been made to such Jnstitutions as 
ours have been so happily and completely refuted by my friend the Lord 
Provost, and by the Most Reverend Prelate who has honoured us with 
his presence this evening, + that it would be idle to say again what ha.s 
been so well said. I'here is, however, one objection which, with your 
permission, I will notice. Some men, of whom I wish to speak with 
great respect, are haunted, as it seems to me, with an unreasonable 
fear of wdiat they call superficial knowledge. Knowledge, they say, 
which really deserves the name, is a great blessing to mankind, the 
ally of virtue, the harbinger of ’freedom. But such knowledge mu.st 
be profound. A crowd of people who have a smattering of mathe- 
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matics, a smattering of astronomy, a smattering of chemistry, who 
have read a little poetry and a little history, is dangerous to the 
commonwealth. Such half-knowledge is worse than ignorance. And 
then the authority of Pope is vouched. Drink deep or taste not ; .shallow 
draughts intoxicate : drink largely ; and that will sober you. I must 
confess that the danger which alarms these gentlemen never seemed to me 
very serious : and my reason is this ; that 1 never could prevail on any 
person wlio pronounced superficial knowledge a curse, and profound 
knowledge a blessing, to tell me what was his standard of profundity. 
The argument proceeds on the suppo.silion that there is some line be- 
tween profound and superficial knowledge similar to that which separates 
truth from falsehood. I know of no such line. When we talk of men 
of deep science, do we mean that they have got to tlie bottom or near the 
bottom of science ? Do we mean that they know all that is capable of 
lieing known? Do we mean even that they know, in their own especial 
department, all that the smatterers of the next generation will know ? 
Why, if we compare the little tnith that we know witli the infinite tnass 
of truth which we do not know, we are all shallow together ; and the 
greatest philosophers that ever lived would be the first to confess their 
shallowness. If we could call up the first of human beings, if we could 
call up Newton, and ask him whether, even in those sciences in which 
lie had no rival, he considered himself as profoundly knowing, he would 
have told us that he was but a smaltcrer like ourselves, and that the dif- 
ference between his knowledge and ours vanished, when compared with 
the quantity of truth still undiscovered, jiust as the distance between a 
pe^^on at the foot of Pen Lomond and at the top of Pen Lomond vanishes 
when compared with the distance of the fixed stars. 

It IS evident then that those who are afraid of superficial knowledge do 
not mean by superficial knowledge knowledge which is superficial when 
compared with the whole quantity of truth capable of being known. For, 
in that sen.se, all human knowledge is, and always has been, and always 
mu.st be, superficial. What then is the standard? Is it the same two 
years together in any country ? Is it the same, at the same moment, in 
any two countries ? Is it not notorious that the profundity of one age is 
the shallowness of the next ; that the profundity of one nation is the 
shallowness of a neighluntring nation ? Kamohim Roy passed, among 
Hindoos, for a man of profound Western learning; but he would have 
Ireen but a veiy superficial member of this Institute. Strabo was justly 
entitled to be called a profound geographer eighteen hundred years ago. 
Put a teacher of geography, who had never heard of America, would now 
be laughed at by the girls of a boarding-school. What would now be 
thought of the greatest chemist of 1 746, or of the greatest geologist of 
1746? The truth is that, in all experimental science, mankind is, of 
neces.sity, constantly advancing. Every generation, of course, has its 
front rank and its rear rank ; but the rear rank of a later generation 
occu|>ies the ground which was occupied by the front rank of a former 
generation. 

You remember Gulliver’s adventures. First he is shipwrecked in a 
country of little men ; and he h a Golossu-s among them. He strides 
over the walls of their capital : he stands higher than the ciqx)la of their 
great temple : he tugs after him a royal fleet ; he stretches his legs ; and 
a royal army, with drums beating and colours flying, marches through the 
gigantic arch : he devours a whole granary for breakfast, eats a herd of 
cattle for dinner, and washes down his meal with all the hogsheads of a 
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cellar. In his next voyage he is among men sixty feet high. He who, 
in Lilliput, used to take people up in his hand in order that he might be 
able to hear them, is himself taken up in the hands and held to the ears 
of his masters. It is all that he can do to defend himself with his hanger 
against the rats and mice. The court ladies amuse themselves with seeing 
him fight wasps and frogs : the monkey runs off with him to the chimney 
top : the dwarf drops him into the cream jug and leaves him to swim for 
his life. Now, was Gulliver a tall or a short man ? Why, in his own 
house at Rotlierhithe, he was thought a man of the ordinary stature. 
Take him to Lilliput ; and he is Quinbus Flestrin, the Man Mountain. 
Take him to Brobdingnag, and he is Grildrig, the little Manikin. It is 
the same in science. The pygmies of one society would have passed for 
giants in another. 

It might be amusing to institute a comparison betw’een one of the pro- 
foundly learned men of the thirteenth century and one of the superficial 
students who will frequent our library. Take the great philosopher of 
the time of Henry the I'hird of England, or Alexander the Third of 
Scotland, the man renowned all over the island, and even as far as Italy 
and Spain, as the first of astronomers and chemists. What is his astro- 
nomy? He is a firm believer in the Ptolemaic system. He never heard 
of the law of gravitation. Tell him that the succession of day and night 
fs caused by the turning of the earth on its axis. Tell him that, in con- 
sequence of this motion, the polar diameter of the earth is shorter than 
the equatorial diameter. Tell him that the succession of summer and 
winter is caused by the revolution of the earth round the sun. If he does 
not set you down for an idiot, he lays an information against you before 
the Bishop, and has you burned for a heretic. To do him justice, how- 
ever, if he is ill informed on these points, there are other points on which 
Newton and Laplace were mere children when compared with him. He 
can cast your nativity. He knows what will happen when Saturn is in 
the House of Life, and what will happen when Mars is in conjunction 
with the Dragon’s Tail. He can read in the stars whether an expedition 
will be successful, whether the next harvest will be plentiful, which of 
your children will be fortunate in marriage, and which will be lost at sea. 
Happy the State, happy the family, which i.s guided by the counsels of so 
profound a man ! And what but mischief, public and private, can we 
expect from the temerity and conceit of sciolists who know no more 
about the heavenly bodies than what they have learned from Sir John 
Herschel’s beautiful little volume. But, to speak seriously, is not a little 
truth better than a great deal of falsehood ? Is not the man who, in the 
evenings of a fortnight, has acquired a correct notion of the solar system, 
a more profound a.stronomer than a man who has passed thirty years in 
reading lectures about the primum mobile^ and in drawing schemes of 
horoscopes ? 

Or take chemistry. Our philosopher of the thirteenth century shall 
be, if you please, an universal genius, chemist as well as astronomer. 
He has perhaps got so far as to know, that if he mixes charcoal and salt- 
petre in certain proportions and then applies fire, there will be an explo- 
sion which will shatter all his retorts and aludels ; and he is proud ot 
knowing what will in a later age lie familiar to all the idle boys in the 
kingdom. But there are departments of science in which he need not 
fear the rivalry of Black, or Lavoisier, or Cavendish, or Davjr. He is in 
hot pursuit of the philosopher’s stone, of the stone that is to bestow 
wealth, and health, and longevity. He has a long array of strangely shaped 
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vessels, filled with red oil and white oil, constantly boiling. The moment 
of projection is at hand ; and soon all his kettles and gridirons will be 
turned into pure gold. Poor Professor Faraday can do nothing of the 
sort. I should deceive you if I held out to you the smallest hope that he 
will ever turn your halfpence into sovereigns. But if you can induce him 
to give at our Institute a course of lectures such as I once heard him give 
at the Royal Institution to children in the Christmas holidays, I can pro- 
mise you that you will know more about the effects produced on bodies 
by heat and moisture than was known to some alchemists who, in the 
middle ages, were thought worthy of the patronage of kings. 

As it has been in science so it has been in literature. Compare the 
literary acquirements of the great men of the thirteenth century with 
those which will be within the reach of many who will frequent our read- 
ing room. As to Greek learning, the profound man of the thirteenth 
century was absolutely on a par with the superficial man of the nine- 
teenth. In the modern languages, there was not, six hundred years ago, 
a single volume which is now read. The library of our profound scholar 
must have consisted entirely of Latin books. We will suppose him to 
have had both a large and a choice collection. We will allow him thirty, 
nay forty manuscripts, and among them a Virgil, a Terence, a Imcan, an 
Ovid, a Statius, a great deal of Livy, a great deal of Cicero. In allowing 
him all this, we are dealing most liberally with him; for it is much more 
likely that his shelves v'cre filled with treatises on .school divinity and 
canon law', composed by writers wdiose names the w’orld has very wu.sely 
forgotten. But, even if we suppose him to have pos.sessed all that is 
most valuable in the literature of Rome, I say with perfect confidence 
that, both in respect of intellectual improvement, and in respect of in- 
tellectual pleasures, he was far less favourably situated than a man w'ho 
now, knowing only the English language, has a bookcase filled with the 
best English works. Our great man of the Middle Ages could not form 
any conception of any tragedy approaching Macbeth or Lear,* or of any 
comedy equal to Henry the Fourth or I'welfth Night. I'he best epic 
poem that he had read was far inferior to the Paradise Lost ; and all the 
tomes of his philosophers were not worth a page of the Novum 
Organum. 

The Novum Organum, it is true, persons w'ho know only Engli.sh must 
read in a translation : and this reminds me of one great advantage which 
such persons will derive from our Institution. They will, in our libinry, 
be able to form some acquaintance with the master minds of I'eniote ages 
and foreign countries. A large part of what is best w'orth knowing in 
ancient literature, and in the literature of France, Italy, Germany, and 
Spain, has been translated into our own tongue. It is scarcely possible 
that the translation of any book of the highest class can be equal to the 
original. But, though the finer touches may be lost in the copy, the great 
outlines will remain. x\n Englishman who never saw the frescoes in the 
Vatican may yet, from engravings, form some notion of the exquisite 
grace of Raphael, and of the sublimity and energy of Michael Angelo. 
And so the genius of Homer is seen in the poorest version of the Iliad ; 
the genius of Cervantes is seen m the jioorest version of Don Quixote. 
Let it not be .supposed that I wish to dissuade any person from studying 
either the ancient languages or the languages of modem Europe. Far 
from it. I prize most highly those keys of knowledge ; and I think that 
no man who has leisum for study ougnt to be content until he possesses 
several of them. 1 always much admired a saying of the Emperor 
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Charles -the Fifth. ** When I learn a new language/' he said, ** I feel as 
if I had got a new soul.” But I would console those who have not time 
to make themselves linguists by assuring them that, by means of their 
own mother tongue, they may obtain ready access to vast intellectual 
treasures, to treasures such as might have been envied by the greatest 
linguists of the age of Charles the Fifth, to treasures surpassing those 
which were possessed by Aldus, by Erasmus, and by Melancthon. 

And thus I am brought back to the point from which I started. I 
have been requested to invite you to fill your glasses to the Literature of 
Britain ; to that literature, the brightest, the purest, the most durable of 
all the glories of our country ; to that literature, so rich m precious truth 
and precious fiction ; to that literature which boasts of the prince of all 
poets and of the prince of all philosophers ; to that literature which has 
exercised an influence wider than that of our commerce, and mightier 
than that of our arms ; to that literature which has taught France the 
principles o§ liberty, and has furnished Germany with models of art ; to 
that literature which forms a tie closer than the tie of consanguinity between 
us and the commonwealths of the valley of the Mississippi ; to that litera- 
ture before the light of which impious and cruel superstitions are fast 
taking flight on the banks of the Ganges ; to that literature wdiich will, 
in future ages, instruct and delight the unborn millions who will have 
turned the Australasian and Caffrarian deserts into cities and gardens. To 
the Literature of Britain, then ! And, wherever British literature spreads, 
may it be attended by ilritish virtue and by British freedom ! 


A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the 
I 8th of April 1847. 


In the year 1847 the Government asked from the House of Commons a grant of one 
hundred thousand pounds for the education of the people. On the uuieteenth of 
April, Lord John Russell, having explained the reasons for this applic.ation, moved 
the order of the day for a Committee of Supply, Mr Thomas Duncombe, Mem- 
ber for Finsbury, moved the following amendment : “ That previous to any grant 
of public money being assented to by this House, for the purpose of carrying out 
the scheme of nafional education, as developed in the Minutes of the Committee 
of Council on Education in August and December last, which minutes have been 
presented to both Houses of Parliament by command of Her Majesty, a Select 
Committee be appointed to inquire into the justice and expediency of such a 
scheme, and its probable annual cost ; also to inquire whether the,, regulations 
attached thereto do not unduly increase the influence of the Crown, invade the 
constitutional functions of Parliament, and interfere with the religious convictions 
and civil rights of Her Majesty’s subiects ” 

In opposition to this amendment the following Speech was made. After a de- 
bate of three nights, Thomas Duncombe obtained permission to withdraw the 
latter part of his amenament. The first part was put, and negatived by 37a votes 
to 47. ^ 

You will not wonder, Sir, that^I am desirous to catch your e^e this 
evening. The first duty which I performed, as a Member of the Com- 
mittee of Council which is charged with the superintendence of public 
instruction, was to give my hearty assent to the plan which the honour- 
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able Member for Finsbury calls on the Housip to condemn. I am one of 
those who have been accused in every part of the kingdom, and who are 
now accused in Parliament, of aiming, under specious pretences, a blow 
at the civil and religious liberties of the people. It is natural therefore 
that I should seize the earliest opportunity of vindicating myself from so 
grave a charge. 

The honourable Member for Finsbury must excuse me if, in the 
remarks which I have to offer to the House, I should not follow very 
closely the order of his speech. The truth is that a mere answer to his 
speech would be no defence of myself or of my colleagues. I am surprised, 

I own, that a man of his acuteness and ability should, on such an occasion, 
have made such a speech. The country is excited from one end to the 
other by a great question of principle. On that question the Government 
has taken one side. The honourable Member stands forth as the chosen 
and trusted champion of a great party which takes the other side. We 
expected to hear from him a full exposition of the views of those in whose 
name he speaks. But, to our astonishment, he has scarcely even alluded to 
the controversy which has divided the whole nation. He has entertained 
us with sarcasms and personal anecdotes : he has talked much about 
matters of mere detail : but I must say that, after listening with close 
attention to all that he has said, I am quite unable to discover whether, 
on the only important point whkh is in issue, he agrees with us or with 
that large and active body of Nonconformists which is diametrically 
opposed to us. He has sate down without dropping one word from which 
it is possible to discover whether he thinks that education is or that it is 
not a matter with which the State ought to inteidere. Yet that is the question 
about which the whole nation has, during several weeks, been writing, read- 
ing, speaking, hearing, thinking, petitioning, and on which it is now the duty 
of Parliament to pronounce a decision. That question once settled, there 
will be, I believe, very little room for dispute. If it be not competent to 
the State to interfere with tlfs education of the people, the mode of inter- 
ference recommended by the Committee of Council must of course be 
condemned. If it be the right and the duty of the State to make provi- 
sion for the education of the people, the objections made to our plan will, 
in a very few words, be shown to be frivolous. 

I shall take a course very dilTerent from that which has been taken by 
the honourable gentleman. I shall in the clearest manner profess my 
opinion on that great (question of principle which he has studiously 
evaded ; and for my opinion 1 shall give what seem to me to be un- 
answerable reasons. 

I believe, Sir, that it is the right and the duty of the State to provide 
means of education for the common people. This proposition seems to 
me to ^ implied in every definition that has ever yet been given of the 
functions of a government. About the extent of those functions there has 
been much difference of opinion among ingenious men. There are some 
who hold that it is the busine.ss of a government to meddle with every part 
of the system of human life, to regulate trade by bounties and prohibi- 
tion&, to regulate expenditure by sumptuary laws, to regulate literature 
by a censorship, to regulate religion by an inquisfeon. Others go to the 
opposite extreme, and assign to government a ^ry narrow^ sphere of 
action. But the very narrowest sjSiere that ever was assigned to govern- 
ma:its by any school of political philosophy is quite wide enough for my 
purpose. On one point all the disputants are agreed, 'fhey unanimously 
acknowledge that it is the duty of every government to take offer for 
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giving security to the persons and property of the members of the com- 
munity. 

This being admitted, can it be denied that the education of the com- 
mon people is a most effectual means of securing our persons and our 
property ? I^t Adam Smith answer that question for me. His authority, 
always high, is, on this subject, entitled to peculiar respect, because he 
extremely disliked busy, prying, interfering governments. He was for 
leaving literature, arts, sciences, to take care of themselves. He was not 
friendly to ecclesiastical establishments. He was of opinion, that the 
State ought not to meddle with the education of the rich. But he has 
expressly told us that a distinction is to be made, particularly in a com- 
mercial and highly civilised society, between the education of the rich 
and the education of the poor. The education of the poor, he says, is a 
matter which deeply concerns the commonwealth. Just as the magis- 
trate ought to interfere for the purpose of preventing the leprosy from 
spreading among the people, he ought to interfere for the purpose of 
stopping the progress of the moral distempers which are inseparable 
from ignorance. Nor can this duty be neglected without danger to the 
public peace. If you leave the multitude uninstructed, there is serious 
risk that religious animosities may produce the most dreadful disorders. 
The most dreadful disorders I Those are Adam Smith’s own words ; 
and prophetic words they were. Scarcely had he given this warning to 
our rulers when his prediction was fulfilled in a manner never to be for- 
gotten. I speak of the No Popery riots of 1780. I do not know that 
I could find in all history a stronger proof of the proposition, that the 
ignorance of the common people makes the property, the limbs, the lives 
of all classes insecure. Without the shadow or a grievance, at the sum- 
mons of a madman, a hundred thousand people rise in insurrection. 
During a whole week, there is anarchy in the greatest and wealthiest of 
European cities. The parliament is besieged. Your predecessor sits 
trembling in his chair, and expects every moment to see the door beaten 
in by the rufl&ans whose roar he hears all round the house. The peers 
are pulled out of their coaches. The bishops in their lawn are 
forced to fly over the tiles. The chapels of foreign ambassadors, 
buildings made sacred by the law of nations, are destroyed. The 
house of the Chief Justice is demolished. The little children of the 
Prime Minister are taken out of their beds and laid in their night clothes 
on the table of the Horse Guards, the only safe asylum from the fury of 
the rabble. The prisons are opened. Highwaymen, housebreakers, 
murderers, come forth to swell the mob by which they have been set free. 
Thirty-six fires are blazing at once in London. Then comes the retribu- 
tion. Count up all the wretches who were shot, who were hanged, who 
were crushed, who drank themselves to death at the rivers of gin which 
ran down Holbom PI ill ; and you will find that battles have been lost 
and won with a smaller sacrifice of life. And what was the cause of this 
calamity, a calamity which, in the history of London, ranks with the 
great plague and the great fire ? The cause was the ignorance of a popu- 
lation which had been suffered, in the neighbourhood of palaces, theatres, 
temples, to grow up as rude and stupid as any tril^e of tattooed cannibals 
in New Zealand, I might say as any drove of beasts in Smithfield Market. 

The instance is striking ; but it irnot solitary. To the same cause are 
to be ascribed the riots c? Nottingham, the sack of Bristol, all the out- 
rages of Ludd, and Swing, and Rebecca, beautiful and costly machinery 
broken to pieces in Yorkshire, bams and haystacks blazing in Kent, 
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_ences and buildings puUed down in Wales. Could such things hi|^ been 
done in a country in which the mind of the labourer had been opened by 
education, in which he had been taught to find pleasure in the exercise of 
his intellect, taught to revere his Maker, taught to respect* legitimate 
authority, and taught at the same time to seek the redress of xbal wrongs 
by peaceful and constitutional means ? 

This then is my argument. It is the duty of Government to protect 
our persons and property from danger. 'Fhe gross ignorance of the 
common people is a principal cause of danger to our persons and pro- 
perty. Therefore, it is the duty of the Government to take care that 
the common people shall not be grossly ignorant. 

And what is the alternative ? It is universally allowed that, by some 
means, Government must protect our persons and property. If you take 
away education, what means do you leave? You leave means such as 
only necessity can ^stify, means which inflict a fearful amount of pain, 
not only on the guil^, but on the innocent who are connected with the 
guilty. Y ou leave guns and bayonets, stocks and whipping- posts, tread- 
mills, solitary cells, penal colonies, gibbets. See then how the case 
stands. Here is an end which, as we all agree, governments are bound 
to attain. There are only two ways of attaining it. One of those ways 
is by making men better, and wiser, and happier. The other way is by 
making them infamous and miserable. Can it be doubted which way we 
ought to prefer? Is it not strange, is it not almost incredible, that pious 
and benevolent men should gravely propound the doctrine that the magis- 
trate is bound to punish and at the same time bound not to teach ? To 
me it seems quite clear that whoever has a right to hang has a right to 
educate. Can we think without shame and remorse that more than half 
of those wretches who have been tied up at Newgate in our time might 
have been living happily, that more than half of those who are now in 
our gaols might have been enjoying liberty and using that liberty well, 
that such a hell on earth as Norfolk Island, need never have existed, if 
we had expended in training honest men but a small part of what we 
have expended in hunting and torturing rogues. 

I would earnestly entreat every gentleman to look at a report which 
is contained in the Appendix to the First Volume of the Minutes of 
the Committee of Council. I speak of the report made by Mr Seymour 
Tremenheare on the state of that part of Monmouthshire which is in- 
habited by a population chiefly employed in mining. He found that, in 
this district, towards the close of 1839, out of eleven thousand children 
who were of an age to attend school, eight thousand never went to 
any school at all, and that most of the remaining three thousand 
might almost as well have gone to no school as to the squalid hovels in 
which men who ought themselves to have been learners pretended to 
teach. In general these men had only one qualification for their employ- 
ment ; and that was their utter unfitness for every other employment. 
They were disabled miners, or broken hucksters. In their schools all 
was stench, and noise, and confusion. Now and then the clamour of the 
boys was silenced for two minutes by the furious menaces of the master ; 
but it soon broke out again. The instruction given was of the lowest 
kind. Not one school in ten was provided with a single map. This is 
the way in which you suffered the minds of a great population to be 
formed. And now for the effects of your negligence. The barbarian in- 
habitants of this region rise in an insane rebellion against the Govern- 
ment. 'Fhey come pouring down their valleys to Newport. They fire 
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on the Queen^s troops. They wound a magistrate. The soldiers fire In 
return ; and too many of these wretched men pay with their lives the 
penalty of their crime. But is the crime theirs alone ? Is it strange that 
they should listen to the only teaching that they had ? How can you, 
who took no pains to instruct them, blame them for giving ear to tl^e 
demagogue who took pains to delude them ? We put them down, of 
course. We punished them. We had no choice. Order must be main- 
tained ; property must be protected ; and, since we had omitted to take 
the best way of keeping these people quiet, we were under the necessity 
of keeping them quiet by the dread of the sword and the halter. But 
could ahy necessity be more cruel ? And which of us would i*un the 
risk of being placed under such necessity a second time ? 

I say, therefore, that the education of the people is not only a means, 
but the best means, of attaining that which all allow to be a chief end of 
government ; and, if this be so, it passes my faculties to understand how 
any man can gravely contend that Government has nothing to do with 
the education of the people. 

My confidence in my opinion is strengthened when I recollect that I 
hold that opinion in common with all the greatest lawgivers, statesmen, 
and political philosophers of all nations and ages, with all the most 
illustrious champions of civil and spiritual freedom, and especially with 
those men whose names were once held in the highest veneration by the 
Protestant Dissenters of England. I might cite many of the most vener- 
able names of the old world ; but I would rather cite the example of that 
country which the supporters of the Voluntary system here are always 
recommending to us as a pattern. Go back to the days when the little 
society which has expanded into the opulent and enlightened common- 
wealth of Massachusetts l>egan to exist. Our modern Dissenters will 
scarcely, I think, venture to speak contumeliously of those Puritans whose 
spirit Laud and his High Commission Court could not sulxlue, of those 
Puritans who were wilfing to leave home and kindred, and all the com- 
forts and refinements of civilised life, to cross the ocean, to fix their abode 
in forests among wild beasts and wild men, rather than commit the sin of 
performing, in the House of God, one gesture which they believed t6 be 
displeasing to Him. Did those brave exiles think it inconsistent with 
civil or religious freedom that the State should take charge of the educa- 
tion of the people ? No, Sir ; one of the earliest laws enacted by the 
Puritan colonists was that every township, as soon as the Lord had in- 
creased it to the number of fifty houses, should appoint one to teach all 
children to write and read, and that every township of a hundred houses 
should set up a grammar school. Nor have the descendants of those who 
made this law ever ceased to hold that the public authorities were bound 
to provide the means of public instruction. Nor is this doctrine confined 
to New England. ** Educate the people’* was the first admonition ad- 
dressed by Penn to the colony which he founded. “ Educate the people ” 
was the legacy of Washington to the nation which he had saved. “Edu- 
cate the people ” was the unceasing exhortation of Jefferson ; and I quote 
Jefferson with peculiar pleasure, because of all the eminent men thiil have 
ever lived, Adam Smith himself not excepted, Jefl'erson was the one who 
most abhorred everything like meddling on the part of governments. 
Yet the chief business of his later years was to establish a good system of 
State education in Virginia. 

And, against such authority as this, what have you who take the other 
side to show ? Can you mention a single great philosopher, a single man 
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distinguished by his zeal for liberty, humanity, and truth, who, from the 
beginning of the world down to the time of this present Parliament, ever 
held your doctrines ? You can oppose to the unanimous voice of all the 
wise and good, of all ages, and of both hemispheres, nothing but a clamour 
which was first heard a few months ago, a clamour in which you cannot 
join without condemning, not only all whose memory you profess to hold 
in reverence, but even your former selves. 

This new theory of politics has at least the merit of originality. It 
may be fairly stated thus. All men have hitherto been utterly in the 
wrong as to the nature and objects of civil government. The great truth, 
hidden from every preceding generation, and at length revealed, in the 
year 1846, to some highly respectable ministers and elders of dissenting 
congregations, is this. Government is simply a great hangman. Govern- 
ment ought to do nothing except by harsh and degrading means. The 
one business of Government is to handcuff, and lock up, and scourge, and 
shoot, and stab, and strangle. It is odious tyranny in a government to 
attempt to prevent crime by informing the understanding and elevating 
the moral feeling of a people. A statesman may see hamlets turned, in 
the course of one generation, into great seaport towns and manufacturing 
towns. He may know that on the character of the vast population which 
is collected in those wonderful towns, depends the prosperity, the peace, 
the very existence of society. But he must not tnink of forming that 
character. He is an enemy of public liberty if he attempts to prevent 
those hundreds of thousands of his countrymen from becoming mere 
Yahoos. He may, indeed, build barrack after barrack to overawe them. 
If they break out into insurrection, he may send cavalry to sabre them : 
he may mow them down with grape shot : he may hang them, draw 
them, quarter them, anything but teach them. He may see, and may 
shudder as he sees, throughout large rural districts, millions of infants 
growing up from infancy to manhood as ignorant, as mere slaves of sen- 
sual appetite, as the beasts that perish. No matter. He is a traitor to 
the cause of civil and religious freedom if he does not look on with folded 
arms, while absurd hopes and evil passions ripen in that rank soil. He 
must wait for the day of his harvest. He mu.st wait till the Jaquerie 
comes, till farm houses are burning, till threshing machines are broken in 
pieces ; and then begins his business, w'hich is simply to send one poor 
ignorant savage to the county gaol, and another to the antipodes, and a 
third to the gallows. 

Such, Sir, is the new theory of government which was first propounded, 
in the year 1846, by some men of high note among the Nonconformists 
of England. It is difficult to understand how men of excellent abilities 
and excellent intentions — and there are, I readily admit, such men among 
those who hold this theory — can have fallen into so absurd and pernicious 
an error. One explanation only occurs to me. This is, I am inclined to 
lielieve, an instance of the operation of the great law of reaction. We 
have just come victorious out of a long and fierce contest for the liberty 
of trade. While that contest was undecided, much was said and written 
about the advantages of free competition, and about the da^er of suffer- 
ing the State to regulate matters which should be left to individuals. There 
has consequently arisen in the minds of persons who are led by words, and 
who are little in the habit of making distinctions, a disposition to apply to 
political questions and moral questions principles which are sound only when 
^applied to commercial questions. These people, not content with having 
ipreed the Government to surrender a province wrongfully usurped, now 
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wish to wrest from the Government a domain held by a right which was 
fiever before questioned, and which cannot be questioned with the 
smallest show of reason. “If,” they say, “ free competition is a good 
thing in trade, it must surely Ixi a good thing in education. The supply 
of other commodities, of sugar, for example, is left to adjust itself to the 
demand *, and. (fie consequence is, that we are better supplied with sugar 
than if the Government undertook to supply us. Why then should wc 
doubt that the supply of instruction will, without the intervention of the 
Government, be found equal to the demand 

Never was there a more false analogy. Whether a man is well sup- 
plied with sugar is a matter which concerns himself alone. But whether 
he is well supplied with instruction is a matter which concerns his neigh- 
bours and the State. If he cannot afford to pay for sugar, he must go 
without sugar. But it is by no means fit that, liecause he cannot afford 
to pay for education, he should go without education. Between the rich 
and their instructors there may, as Adam Smith says, be free trade. The 
supply of music masters and Italian masters may be left to adjust itself 
to the demand. But what is to become of the millions who are too poor 
to procure without assistance the services of a decent schoolmaster ? We 
have indeed heard it said that even these millions will be supplied with 
teachers by the free competition of benevolent individuals who will vie 
with each other in rendering this service to mankind. No doubt there 
are many benevolent individuals who spend their time and money most 
laudably in setting up and supporting schools ; and you may say, if you 
plea.se, that there is, among these respectable persons, a competition to 
do good. But do not be imposed upon by words. Do not believe that 
this competition resembles the competition which is produced by the 
desire of wealth and by the fear of ruin. There is a great difference, be 
assured, between the rivalry of philanthropists and the rivalry of grocers. 
The grocer knows that, if his wares are worse than tha.se of other grocers, 
he shall soon go before the Bankrupt Court, and hi.s wife and children 
will have no refuge but the workhouse : he knows that, if his shop obtains 
an honourable celebrity, he shall be able to set up a carriage and buy a 
villa ; and this knowledge impels him to exertions compared with which 
the exertions of even very charitable people to serve the poor are but 
languid. It would be strange infatuation indeed to legislate on the sup- 
position that a man cares for his fellow creatures as much as he cares for 
himself. 

Unless, Sir, I greatly deceive myself, those arguments, which show 
that the Government ought not to leave to private people the task of 
providing for the nation^ defence, will equally show that the Govern- 
ment ought not to leave to private people the task of providing for 
national education. On this subject, Mr Hume has laid down the 
general law with admirable good sense and perspicuity. I mean David 
Hume, not the Member for Montrose, though that honourable gentleman 
will, I am confident, assent to the doctrine propounded by his illustrious 
namesake. David Hume, Sir, justly says that most the arts and 
trades which exist in the world pr^uce so much advantage and pleasure 
to individuals, that the magi.strate may safely leave it to individuals to 
encourage those arts and trades. But he adds that there are callings 
which, though they are highly useful,^ay, absolutely necessary to society, 
yet do not administer to the peculiar plca.sure or profit of any individual. 
The military calling is an instance. Here, says Hume, the Government 
Jnterfei e. It must take on itself to regulate these callings, and 
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to stimulate the industry of the persons who follow these callings by 
pecuniary and honorary rewards. 

Now, Sir, it seems to me that, on the same principle on which Govern- 
ment ought to superintend and to reward the soldier, Government ought 
to superintend and to reward the schoolmaster. I mean, of course, the 
schoolmaster of the common people. That his calling is useful, that bis 
calling is necessary, will hardly l>e denied. Yet it is clear that hLs ser- 
vices will not be adequately remunerated if he is left to Ije remunerated 
by those whom he teaches, or by the voluntary contributions of the 
charitable. Is this disputed? Look at the facts. You tell us that 
schools will multiply and flourish exceedingly, if the Government will 
only abstain from interfering with them. Has not the Government long 
abstained from interfering with them? Has not everything been left, 
through many years, to individual exertion ? If it were true that educa- 
tion, like trade, thrives most where the magistrate meddles least, the 
common people of England would now be the best educated in the 
world. (3ur schools would be model schools. Every one would have a 
well chosen little library, excellent maps, a small but neat apparatus for 
experiments in natural philosophy. A grown })erson unable to read and 
write would be pointed at like Giant O’Brien or the Polish Count. Our 
schoolmasters would be as eminently expert in all that relates to teaching 
as our cutlers, our cotton-spinners, our engineers are allowed to be in 
their respective callings. I'hey would, as a class, be held in high consi- 
deration ; and their gains would be such that it would be easy to find 
men of respectable character and attainments to fill up vacancies. 

Now, is this the case ? Look at the charges of the judges, at the reso- 
lutions of the grand juries, at the reports of public officers, at the rej)orts 
of voluntary associations. All tell the same sad and ignominious story. 
Take the reports of the Insi>ectors of Prisons. In the House of Correc- 
tion at I lertford, of seven hundred prisoners one half could not read at 
all ; only eight could read and write well. Of eight thousand prisoners 
who had pas.sed through Maidstone Gaol only fifty could read and write 
well. In Coldbath Fields Prison, the proportion that could read and 
write well seems to have been still smaller. Turn from the registers of 
prisoners to the registers of marriages. You will find that about a hun- 
dred and thirty thousand couples were married in the year 1S44. More 
than forty thousand of the bridegrooms and more than sixty thousand of 
the brides did not sign their names, but made their marks. Nearly one 
third of the men and nearly one half of the women, who are in the prime 
of life, who are to be the parents of the Fmglishmen of the next genera- 
tion, who are to bear a chief part in forming the minds of the English- 
men of the next generation, cannot write their own names. Remember, 
too, that, though people who cannot write their own names must be 
grossly ignorant, people may write their own names and yet have very 
little knowledge. Tens of thousands who were able to write their names 
had in all probability received only the wretched education of a com- 
mon day school, Wc know what such a school too often is ; a room 
crusted with filth, without light, without air, with a heap of fuel in one 
corner and a brood of chickens in another ; the only machinery of in- 

ruction a dogeareil spelling-book and a broken slate; the masters the 
refuse of all other callings, discarded footmen, mined pedlars, men who 
cannot work a sum in the rule of three, men who cannot write a common 
letter without blunders, men who do not know whether the earth is a 
^ere or a cube, men who do not know whether Jerusalem is in Asia or 
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America. And to such men, men to whom none of us would entnist the 
key of his cellar, we have entrusted the mind of the rising generaU6n, and, 
with the mind of the rising generation the freedom, the happiness, the 
glory of our country. 

Do you question the accuracy of this description? I will produce 
evidence to which I am sure that you will not venture to take an excep- 
tion. Every gentleman here knows, I suppose, how important a place 
the Congregational Union holds among the Nonconformists, and how 
prominent a part Mr Edward Baines has taken in opposition to State 
education. A Committee of the Congregational Union drew up last year a 
report on the subject of education. That report was received by the Union ; 
and the person who moved that it should be received was Mr Edward 
Baines. That report contains the following passage : “ If it were neces- 
sary to disclose facts to such an assembly as this, as to the ignorance and 
debasement of the neglected portions of our population in towns and 
rural districts, both adult and juvenile, it could easily be done. Private 
information communicated to the Board, personal observation and inves- 
tigation of the various localities, with the published documents of the 
Registrar General, and the reports of the state of prisons in England and 
Wales, published by order of the House of Commons, would furnish 
enough to make us modest in speaking of what has been done for the 
humbler classes, and make us ashamed that the sons of the soil of Eng- 
land should have been so long neglected, and should present to the 
enlightened traveller from other shores such a sad spectacle of neglected 
cultivation, lost mental power, and spiritual degradation.” Nothing can 
be more just. All the information which I have been able to obtain 
bears out the statements of the Congregational Union. I do believe that 
the ignorance and degradation of a large part of the community to which 
we belong ought to make us ashamed of ourselves. I do believe that an 
enlightened traveller from New York, from Geneva, or from Berlin, 
would be shocked to see so much barbarism in the close neighbourhood of 
so much wealth and civilisation. But is it not strange that the very gentle- 
men who tell us in such emphatic language that the people are shame- 
fully ill-educated, should yet persist in telling us that under a system of 
free competition the people are certain to be excellently educated ? ( )nly 
this morning the opponents of our plan circulated a paper in which they 
confidently predict that free competition will do all that is necessary, if 
we will only wait with patience. Wait with patience I Why, we have 
been waiting ever since the Heptarchy. How much longer are we to 
wait ? Till the year 2847 ? Or till the year 5847 ? That the experiment 
has as yet failed you do not deny. And why should it have failed ? Has 
it been tried in unfavourable circumstances ? Not so : it hai* been tried 
in the richest and in the freest, and in the most charitable country in all 
Europe. Has it been tried on too small a scale? Not so ; millions have, 
been subjected to it. Has it been tried during too short a time ? Not 
so ; it has been going on during ages. The cause of the failure then is 
plain. Our whole system has been unsound. We have applied the 
principle of free competition to a case to which that principle is not 
applicable. 

But, Sir, if the state of the southern part of our island has furnished m „ 
with one strong argument, the statJ of the northern part furnishes me 
with another argument, which is, if possible, still more decisive. A hun- 
dred and fifty years ago England was one of the best governed and most 
iirosperous countries in the world : Scotland was perhaps the rudest and 
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TOorest country that could lay any claim to civilisation. The name of 
Scotchman was then uttered in this part of the island with contempt. 
The ablest Scotch statesmen contemplated the degraded state of their 
poorer countrymen with a feeling approaching to despair. It is well 
known that Fletcher of Saltoun, a brave and accomplished man, a man 
who had drawn his sword for lil>erty, who had suffered proscription and 
exile for liberty, was so much disgusted and dismayed by the misery, the 
Ignorance, the idleness, the lawlessness of the common people, that he 
proposed to make many thousands of them slaves. Nothing, he thought, 
but the discipline which kept order and enforced exertion among the 
negroes of a sugar colony, nothing but the lash and the stocks, could 
reclaim the vagabonds who infested every part of Scotland from their 
indolent and predatory habits, and compel them to support themselves 
by steady labour. He therefore, soon after the Revolution, published a 
pamphlet, m which he earnestly, and, as I believe, from the mere impulse 
of humanity and patriotism, recommended to the Estates of the Realm 
this sharp remedy, which alone, as he conceived, could remove the evil. 
Within a few months after the publication of that pamphlet a very different 
remedy was applied. The Parliament which sate at Edinburgh passed 
an act for the establishment of parochial schools. What followed ? An 
improvement such as the world had never seen took place in the moral 
and intellectual character of the people. Soon, in spite of the rigour 
of the climate, in spite of the sterility of the earth, Scotland became 
a country which had no reason to envy the fairest portions of the globe. 
Wherever the Scotchman went, — and there were few parts of the 
world to which he did not go, — he carried his superiority with him. I! 
he was admitted into a public office, he worked his way up to the highest 
post. If he got employment in a brewery or a factory, he was soon the 
foreman. If he took a shop, his trade was the best in the street. If he 
enlisted in the army, he became a colour-sergeant. If he went to a colony, 
he was the most thriving planter there. The Scotchman of the seven- 
teenth century had been spoken of in London as we speak of the Esqui- 
maux. The Scotchman of the eighteenth century was an object, not of 
scorn, but of envy. The cry was that, w'herever he came, he got more 
than his share ; that, mixed with Englishmen or mixed with Irishmen, he 
rose to the top as surely as oil rises to the top of water. And what had 
produced this great revolution ? The Scotch air was still as cold, the 
Scotch rocks were still as bare as ever. All the natural qualities of the 
Scotchman were still what they had been when learned and benevolent 
men advised that he should be flogged, like a beast of burden, to his daily 
task. But the State had given him an education. That education was 
not, it is true, in all respects what it should have lieen. But such as it 
was, it had done more for the bleak and dreaiy shores of the Forth and 
the Clyde than the richest of soils and the most genial of climates had 
done for Capua and Tarentum. Is there one meml>er of this House, 
however strongly he may hold the doctrine that the Government ought 
not to interfere with the education of the jieople, who will stand up and 
say that, in his opinion, the Scotch would now have been a happier and 
a more enlightened people if they had been left, dining the last five gene- 
rations, to find instruction for themselves ? 

I say then, Sir, that, if the science of Government be an experimental 
science, this question is decided. We are in a condition to perform the 
inductive process according to the rules laid down in the Novum Or- 
ganum. We have two nations closely connected, inhabiting the same 
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island, sprung from tne same blood, speaking the same language, governed 
by the same Sovereign and the same Legislature, holding essentially the 
same religious faith, having the same allies and the same enemies. Of 
these two nations one was, a hundred and fifty years ago, as respects 
opulence and civilisation, in the highest rank among European communi- 
ties, the other in the lowest rank. The opulent and highly civilised 
nation leaves the education of the people to free competition. In the poor 
and half barbarous nation the education of the people is undertaken by 
the State. The result is that the first are last and the last first. The 
common people of Scotland, — it is vain to disguise the truth, — have 
passed the common people of England. Free competition, tried with 
every advantage, has produced effects of which, as the Congregational 
Union tells us, we ought to be ashamed, and which must lower us in the 
opinion of every intelligent foreigner. State education, tried under every 
disadvantage, has produced an improvement to which it would be difficult 
to find a parallel in any age or country. Such an experiment as this 
would be regarded as conclusive in surgery or chemistry, and ought, I 
think, to be regarded as equally conclusive in politics. 

These, Sir, are the reasons which have satisfied me that it is the duty 
of the State to educate the people. Being firmly convinced of that truth, 
I shall not shrink from proclaiming it here and elsewhere, in defiance of 
the loudest clamour that agitators can raise. The remainder of my task 
is easy. For, if the great principle for which I have been contending is 
admitted, the objections which have been made to the details of our plan 
will vanish fast. I will deal with those objections in the order in wliich 
they stand in the amendment moved by the honourable Member for 
Finsbury. 

First among his objections he places the cost. Surely, Sir, no person 
who admits that it is our duty to tram the minds of the rising generation 
can think a hundred thousand pounds too large a sum for that purpose. 
If we look at the matter in the lowest point of view, if we consider 
human beings merely as producers of wealth, the difference between an 
intelligent and a stupid population, estimated in pounds, shillings, and 
pence, exceeds a hundredfold the proposed outlay. Nor is this all. For 
every pound that you save in education, you will spend five in prosecu- 
tions, in pri.sons, in penal settlements. I cannot believe that the House, 
having never grudged anything that was asked for the purpose of main- 
taining order and protecting property by means of pain and fear, will 
begin to be niggardly as soon as it is proposed to effect the same objects 
by making the people wiser and better. 

The next objection made by the honourable Member to our plan is 
that it will increase the influence of the Crown. This sum of a hundred 
thousand pounds may, he apprehends, be employed in corruption and 
jobbing. Those schoolmasters who vote for ministerial candidates will 
obtain a share of the grant : those schoolmasters who vote for opponents 
of the ministry will apply for assistance in vain. Sir, the honourable 
Member never would have made this objection if he had taken the 
trouble to understand the minutes which he has condemned. We pro- 
pose to place this part of the public expenditure under checks which 
must make such abuses as the honourable Meml)er anticipates morally 
impossible. Not only will there be those ordinary checks which are 
thought sufficient to prevent the misapplication of the many millions 
annually granted for the army, the navy, the ordnance, the civil govern- 
ment ; not only must the Ministers of the Crown come every year to this 
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House for a vote, and be prepared to render an account of the manner 
in which they have laid out what had been voted in the preceding year, 
but, when they have satisfied the House, when they have got their vote, 
they will still be unable to distribute the money at their discretion. 
Whatever they may do for any schoolmaster must be done in concert with 
those persons who, m the district where the schoolmaster lives, take an 
interest in education, and contribute out of their private means to the 
expense of education. When the honourable gentleman is afraid that we 
shall comipt the schoolmasters, he forgets, first, that we do not appoint 
the schoolmasters ; secondly, that we cannot dismiss the schoolmasters ; 
thirdly, that managers who are altogether independent of us can, without 
our consent, dismiss the schoolmasters ; and, fourthly, that without the 
recommendation of those managers we can give nothing to the school- 
masters. Observe, too, that such a recommendation will not be one of 
those recommendations which goodnatured easy people are too apt to 
give to everybody who asks ; nor will it at all resemble those recom- 
mendations which the Secretary of the I'reasury is in the habit of 
receiving. For every ^xmnd which we pay on the recommendation 
of the managers, the managers themselves must pay two pounds. 
They must also provide the schoolmaster with a house out of their 
own funds before they can obtain for him a grant from the public funds. 
What chance of jobbing is there here? It is common enough, no 
doubt, for a Member of Parliament who votes with Government to ask 
that one of those who zealously supjxnted him at the last election 
may have a place in the Excise or the Customs. But such a member 
would soon cease to solicit if the answer were, “ Your friend shall have 
a place of fifty pounds a year, if you will give him a house and settle 
on him an income of a hundred a year.” What chance then, I 
again ask, is there of jobbing? What, say some of tlie dissenters 
of Leeds, is to prevent a Tory Government, a High Church Govern- 
ment, from using this parliamentary grant to corrupt the schoolrajisters of 
our borough, and to induce them to use all their iiiHuence in favour of a 
Tory and High Church candidate ? Why, Sir, the dissenters of Leeds 
themselves have the power to prevent it. Let them subscribe to the 
schools : let them take a share in the management of the schools : let 
them refuse to recommend to the Committee of Council any schoolmaster 
whom they suspect of having voted at any election from corrupt motives : 
and the thing is done. Our plan, in truth, is made up of checks. My 
only doubt is whether the checks may not be found too numerous and too 
stringent. On our general conduct there is the ordinary check, the 
parliamentary check. And, as respects those minute details which it is 
imiKissible that this House can investigate, we shall be checked, in every 
town and m every rural district, by boards consisting of independent men 
zealous in the cause of education. 

The truth is. Sir, that those who clamour most loudly against our plan, 
have never thought of ascertaining urhat it is, I see that a gentleman, 
who ought to have known better, has not been ashamed publicly to tell 
the woiTd that our plan will cost the nation two millions a year, and will 
paralyse all the exertions of individuals to educate the people. These 
two assertions are uttered in one breath. And yet, if he who made them 
had read our minutes before he railed at them, he would have seen that 
his predictions are contradictory ; that they cannot both be fulfilled ; 
that, if individuals do not exert themselves, the country will have to 
pay nothing ; and tliat, if the country has to pay two millions, it will be 
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because individuals have exerted themselves with such wonderful, such 
incredible vigour, as to raise four millions by voluntary contributions. 

The next objection made by the honourable Member for Finsbury is 
that we have acted unconstitutionally, and have encroached on the functions 
of Parliament. The Committee of Council, he seems to consider as an 
unlawful assembly. He calls it sometimes a self-elected body and some- 
times a self-appointed body. Sir, these are words without meaning. 
The Committee is no more a self-elected body than the Board of Trade. 
It is a body appointed by the Queen ; and in appointing it Her Majesty 
has exercised, under the advice of her responsible Ministers, a prerogative 
as old as the monarchy. But, says the honourable Member, the consti- 
tutional €0111*56 would have been to apply for an Act of Parliament. On 
what ground ? Nothing but an Act of Parliament can legalise that which 
is illegal. But whoever heard of an Act of Parliament to legalise whai 
was already beyond all dispute legal? Of course, if we wished to send 
aliens out of the country, or to retain disaffected persons in custody with- 
out bringing them to trial, we must obtain an Act of Parliament em- 
powering us to do so. But why should we ask for an Act of Parliament 
to empower us to do what anybody may do, what the honourable Member 
for Finsbury may do ? Is there any doubt that he or anybody else may 
subscribe to a school, give a stipend to a monitor, or settle a retiring pension 
on a preceptor who has done good service? What any of the Queen’s 
subjects may do the Queen may do. Suppose that her privy purse were 
so large that she could afford to employ a hundred thousand pounds m 
this beneficent manner ; would an Act of F^arliament be necessary to 
enable her to do so? Every part of our plan may lawfully be carried into 
execution by any person, Sovereign or subject, who has the inclination 
and the money. We have not the money ; and for the money we come, 
in a strictly constitutional manner, to the House of Commons. The 
course which we have taken is in conformity with all precedent, as well 
as with all principle. There are military schools. No Act of Parliament 
was necessary to authorise the establishing of such schools. All that was 
nece.ssary was a grant of money to defray the charge. When I wa.s 
Secretary at War it was my duty to bring under Her Majesty’s notice the 
situation of the female children of her soldiers. Many .such children 
accompanied every regiment, and their education was grievously neglected. 
Her Majesty was graciously pleased to sign a warrant by which a girls’ 
school was attached to each corps. No Act of Parliament was necessary. 
For to set up a school where girls might be taught to read, and write, and 
sew, and cook, was perfectly legal already. I might have set it up 
myself, if I had been rich enough. All that I had to ask from Parliament 
was the money. But I ought to beg pardon for arguing a point so clear. 

The next objection to our plans is that they interfere with the religious 
convictions of Her Majesty’s subjects. It has been sometimes insinuated, 
but it has never been proved, that the Committee of Council has shown 
undue favour to the Established Church. Sir, I have carefully read and 
considered the minutes ; and I wish that every man who has exerted his 
eloquence against them had done the same. I say that I have carefully 
read and considered them, and that they seem to me to have been drawn 
up with exemplary impartiality. 'I'he benefits which we offer we offer 
to people of all religious persuasions alike. The dissenting managers of 
schools will have equal authority with the managers who belong to the 
Church. A boy who goes to meeting will be just as eligible to be a 
monitor, and will receive just as large a stipend, as if he went to the 
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cathedral. The schoolmaster who is a nonconformist and the schoolmaster 
who is a conformist will enjoy the same emoluments, and will, after the 
same term of service, obtain, on the same conditions, the same retiring 
pension. I wish that some gentleman would, instead of using vague 
phrases about religious liberty and the rights of conscience, answer this 
plain question. Suppose that in one of our large towns there are four 
schools, a school connected with the Church, a school connected with the 
Independents, a Baptist school, and a Wesleyan school ; what encourage- 
ment, pecuniary or honorary, will, by our plan, be given to the school 
connected with the Church, and withheld from any of the other three 
schools ? Is it not indeed plain that, if by neglect or maladministration 
the Church school should get into a bad state, while the dissenting 
schools flourish, the dissenting schools will receive public money and the 
Church school will receive none ? 

It is true, I admit, that in rural districts which are too poor to support 
more than one school, the religious community to which the majority be- 
longs will have an advantage over other religious communities. But this 
is not our fault. If we are as impartial as it is possible to be, you surely 
do not expect more. If there .should be a parish containing nine hundred 
churchmen and a hundred dissenters, if there should, in that parish, be a 
school connected with the Church, if the dissenters in that parish should 
be too poor to set up another school, undoubtedly the school connected 
with the Church will, in that parish, get all that we give ; and the dis- 
senters will get nothing. But observe that there is no partiality to the 
Church, as the Church, in this arrangement. The churchmen get 
public money, not because they are churchmen, but because they are the 
majority. The dissenters get nothing, not because they are dissenters, 
but because they are a small minority. There are districts where the 
case will be reversed, where there will be dissenting schools, and no 
Church schools. In such cases the dissenters will get what we have to 
give, and the churchmen will get nothing. 

But, Sir, 1 ought not to say that a churchman gets nothing by a 
system which gives a good education to dissenters, or that a dissenter gets 
nothing by a system which gives a good education to churchmen. We 
are not, I hope, so much conformists, or so inucli nonconformists, as to 
forget that w'e are Englishmen and Christians. We all, Churchmen, 
Presbyterians, Independents, Baptists, Methodists, have an interest in 
this, that the great body of the people should be rescued from ignorance 
and barbarism. I mentioned Lord George Gordon’s mob. That mob 
began, it is true, with the Roman Catholics ; but, long before the tumults 
were over, there was not a respectable Protestant in London who was not 
in fear for his house, for his limbs, for his life, for the lives of those 
who were dearest to him. The honourable Member for Finsbury says 
that we call on men to |my for an education from which they de- 
rive no benefit. I deny that there is one honest and industrious man in 
the country who derives no benefit from living among honest and indus- 
trious neighbours rather than among rioters and vagalxinds. This matter 
i.s as much a matter of common concern as the defence of our coast. 
Suppose that I were to say, “ Why do you tax me to fortify Portsmouth? 
If the people of Portsmouth think that they cannot be safe without bas- 
tions and ravelins, let the people of Portsmouth pay the engineers and 
masons. Why am I to bear the charge of works from which I derive no 
advantage ?” You would answer, and most justly, that there is no man 
in the island who does not derive advantage from these works, whether 
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he resides within them or not. And, as every man, in whatever part of 
the island he may live, is bound to contribute to the support of those 
arsenals which are necessary for our common security, so is every man, 
to whatever sect he may belong, bound to contribute to the support of 
those schools on which, not less than on our arsenals, our common 
security depends. 

I now come to the last words of the amendment. The honourable 
Member for Finsbury is apprehensive that our plan may interfere with 
the civil rights of Her Majesty’s subjects. How a man’s civil rights can 
be prejudiced by his learning to read and write, to multiply and divide, 
or even by his obtaining some knowledge of history and geogiaphy, I do 
not veiy well apprehend. One thing is clear, that persons sunk in that 
ignorance in which, as we are assured by the Congregational Union, great 
numbers of our countrymen are sunk, can be free only in name. It is 
hardly necessary for us to appoint a Select Committee for the purpose of 
inquiring whether knowledge be the ally or the enemy of liberty. He is, 
1 must say, but a short-sighted friend of the common people who is eager 
to bestow on them a franchise which would make them all-powerful, and 
yet would withhold from them that instmction without which their power 
must be a curse to themselves and to the State. 

This, Sir, is my defence. From the clamour of our accusers I appeal 
with confidence to the country to which we must, in no long time, render 
an account of our stewardship. I appeal with still more confidence to 
future generations, which, while enjoying all the blessings of an im- 
partial and efficient system of public instruction, will find it difficult to 
believe that the authors of that system should have had to struggle with 
a vehement and pertinacious opposition, and still more difficult to l)elieve 
that such an opposition was offered in the name of civil and religious 
freedom. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered at the College of Glasgow on the 
2 1 ST OF March, 1849. 


At the election of Lord Rector of the University of GLasgow, In November, 1848, the 
votes stood thus : Mr Macaulay, 255 ; Colonel Mure, 203. The installation took 
place on the twenty-first of Marcli, 1849 ; and after that ceremony had been per- 
formed, the following Speech was delivered. 

My first duty, Gentlemen, is to return you my thanks for the honour 
which you have conferred on me. You well know that it was wholly un- 
solicited ; and I can assure you that it was wholly unexpected. I may 
add that, if I had been invited to become a candioate for your suffrages, 
I should respectfully have declined the invitation. My predecessor, whom 
I am so happy as to be able to call my friend, declared from this place 
last year in language which well became him, that he would not have come 
forward to displace so eminent a statesman as Lord John Russell. I can 
with equal truth affirm that I would not have come forward to dis- 
plaoe so estimate a gentlemen and so accomplished a scholar as Colonel 
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Mure. But Colonel Mure felt last year that it was not for him, and I 
now feel that it is not for me, to question the propriety of your decision 
on a point of which, by the constitution of your body, you are the judges. 
I therefore gratefully accept the office to which I have been called, fully 
purposing to use, whatever powers belong to it with a .single view to the 
welfare and credit of your society. 

I am not using a mere phrase of course, when I say that the feelings 
with which I bear a part in the ceremony of this day are such as I find it 
difficult to utter in words. I do not think it strange that, when that great 
master of eloquence, Edmund Burke, stood where I now stand, he fal- 
tered and remained mute. Doubtless the multitude of thoughts which 
nished into his mind was .such as even he could not easily arrange or ex- 
press. In truth there are few spectacles more striking or affecting than 
that which a great historical place of education presents on a solemn 
public day. 'I'here is something strangely interesting in the contrast be- 
tween the venerable antiquity of the body and the fresh and ardent youth 
of the great majority of the members. Recollections and hopes crowd 
upon us together. The past and the future are at once brought close to 
us. Our thoughts wander back to the time when the foundations of this 
ancient building were laid, and forward to the time when those whom it 
is our office to guide and to teach will be the guides and teachers of our 
posterity. On tlie present occasion we may, with peculiar propriety, give 
such thoughts their course. For it has chanced that my magistracy has 
fallen on a great .secular epoch. This is the four hundredth year of the 
existence of your University. At such jubilees, jubilees of which no indi- 
vidual sees more than one, it is natural, and it is good, that a society like 
this, a society which survives all the transitory parts of which it is com- 
posed, a society which has a corporate existence and a perpetual succes- 
sion, should review its annals, should retrace the stage.s of its growth from 
infancy to maturity, and should try to find, in the experience of gene- 
rations which have passed away, lessons which may be profitable to 
generations yet unborn. 

The retrospect is full of interest and instruction. Perhaps it may be 
doubted whether, since tlie Christian era, there has been any point of time 
more important to the highest interests of mankind than that at which the 
existence of your University commenced. It was at the moment of a great 
destruction and of a great creation. Your society was instituted just be- 
fore the empire of the East perished ; that strange empire which, dragging 
on a languid life through the great age of darkness, connected together 
the two great ages of light ; that empire which, adding nothing to our 
stores of knowledge, and producing not one man great in letters, in science, 
or in art, yet pre.served, in the midst of barbarism, tho.se masterpieces of 
Attic genius, which the highest minds still contem}>late, and long will 
contemplate, with admiring despair. And at that very lime, while the 
fanatical Moslem were plundering the churches and palaces of Constanti- 
nople, breaking in pieces Grecian sculptures, and giving to the flames piles 
of Grecian eloquence, a few humble German artisans, who little knew 
that they were calling into existence a power far mightier than that of the 
victorious Sultan, were busied in cutting and setting the first types. The 
University came into existence just in time to witness the disappearance 
of the last trace of the Roman empire, and to witness the publication of 
the earliest printed book. 

At this conjuncture, a conjuncture of unrivalled interest in the history of 
letters, a man, never to be mentioned without reverence by every lover of 
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letters, held the highest place in Europe. Our just attachment to that Pro* 
testant faith to which our country owes so much must not prevent us from 
paying the tribute which, on this occasion, and in this place, justice and grati- 
tude demand, to the founder of the University of Glasgow, the greatest of 
the restorers of learning, Pope Nicholas the Fifth. He had sprung from the 
common people ; but his abilities and his erudition had early attracted 
the notice of the great. He had studied much and travelled far. He 
had visited Britain, which, in wealth and refinement, was to his native 
Tuscany what the back settlements of America now are to Britain. He 
had lived with the merchant princes of Florence, those men who first 
ennobled trade by making trade the ally of philosophy, of eloquence, and 
of taste. It was he who, under the protection of the munificent and dis- 
cerning Cosmo, arranged the first public library that Modem Europe 
possessed. From privacy your founder rose to a throne ; but on the 
throne he never forgot the studies which had been his delight in privacy. 
He was the centre of an illustrious group, composed partly of the last 
great scholars of Greece, and partly of the first great scholars of Italy, 
Theodore Gaza and George of Trebizond, Bessarion and Filelfo, Marsilio 
Ficino and Poggio Bracciolini. By him was founded the Vatican library, 
then and long after the most precious and the most extensive collection 
of books in the world. By him were carefully preserved the most valu- 
able intellectual treasures which had been snatched from the wreck of 
the Byzantine empire. His agents were to be found everywhere, in the 
bazaars of the farthest East, in the monasteries of the farthest West, pur- 
chasing or copying worm-eaten parchments, on which were traced words 
worthy of immortality. Under his patronage were prepared accurate 
Latin versions of rtiany precious remains of Greek poets and philosophers. 
But no department of literature owes so much to him as history. By him 
were introduced to the knowledge of Western Europe two great and 
unrivalled models of historical composition, the work of Herodotus and 
the work of Thucydides. By him, too, our ancestors were first made ac- 
quainted with the graceful and lucid simplicity of Xenophon and with 
the manly good sense of Polybius. 

It was while he was occupied with cares like these that his attention 
was called to the intellectual wants of this region, a region now swarm- 
ing with population, rich with culture, and resounding with the clang of 
machinery, a region which now sends forth fleets laden with its admirable 
fabrics to the lands of which, in his days, no geographer had ever heard, 
then a wild, a poor, a half barbarous tract, lying on the utmost verge of 
the known world. He gave his sanction to the plan of establishing a 
University at Glasgow, and bestowed on the new seat of learning all the 
privileges which belonged to the University of Bologna. I can conceive 
that a pitying smile passed over his face as he named Bologna and Glas- 
gow together. At Bologna he had long studied. No spot in the world 
had been more favoured by nature or by art. The .surrounding country 
was a fruitful and sunny country, a country of cornfields and vineyards. 
In the city, the house of Bentivoglo bore rule, a house which vied with 
the house of Medici in taste and magnificence, which has left to posterity 
noble palaces and temples, and which gave a splendid patronage to arts 
and letters. Glasgow your founder just knew to be a poor, a small, a 
rude town, a town, as he would ha¥ie thought, not likely ever to be great 
and opulent ; for the soil, compared with the rich country at the foot of 
the Apennines, was barren, and the climate was such that an Italian 
shuddered at the thought of it. But it is not on the fertility of the soil, 
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it is not on the mildness of the atmosphere, that the prosperity of nations 
chiefly depends. Slavery and superstition can make Campania a land of 
beggars, and can change the plain of Enna into a desert. Nor is it be- 
yond the power of human intelligence and energy, developed by civil 
and spiritual freedom, to turn sterile rocks and pestilential marshes into 
cities and gardens. Enlightened as your founder was, he little knew that 
he was himself a chief agent in a great revolution, physical and moral, 
political and religious, in a revolution destined to make the last first and 
the first last, in a revolution destined to invert the relative positions of 
Glasgow and Bologna. We cannot, I think, better employ a lew minutes 
than in reviewing the stages of this great change in human affairs. 

The review shall be short. Indeed I cannot do better than pass 
rapidly from century to century. Look at the world, then, a hundred 
years after the seal of Nicholas had been affixed to the instrument which 
called your College into existence. We find Europe, we find Scotland espe 
cially, in the agonies of that gieat revolution which we emphatically call 
the Reformation. The liberal patronage which Nicholas, and men like 
Nicholas, had given to learning, and of which the establishment of this 
scat of learning is not the least remarkable instance, had produced an 
effect which they had never contemplated. Ignorance was the talisman 
on which their power depended ; and that talisman they had themselves 
broken. They had called in Knowledge as a handmaid to decorate 
Superstition, and their error produced its natural effect. I need not tell 
you what a part the votaries of classical learning, and especially the 
votaries of Greek learning, the Humanists, as they were then called, bore 
in the great movement against spiritual tyranny. They formed, in fact, 
the vanguard of that movement. Every one of the chief Reformers — I do 
not at this moment remember a single exception — was a Humanist. 
Almo.st every eminent Humanist in the north of Europe was, according 
to the measure of his uprightness and courage, a Reformer. In a Scot- 
tish University I need hardly mention the names of Knox, of Buchanan, 
of Melville, of Secretary Maitland. In truth, minds daily nourished with 
the best literature of Greece and Rome necessarily grew too strong to be 
trammelled by the cobwebs of the scholastic divinity ; and the influence 
of such minds was now rapidly felt by the whole community ; for the in- 
vention of printing had brought books within the reach even of yeomen 
and of artisans. From the Mediterranean to the Frozen Sea, therefore, 
the public mind was everywhere in a ferment ; and nowhere was the fer- 
ment greater than in Scotland. It was in the midst of martyrdoms and 
pro.scriptions, in the midst of a war between power and truth, that the first 
century of the existence of your University closed. 

Pass another hundred years ; and we are in the midst of another revo- 
lution. The war between Popery and Protestantism had, in this island, 
been terminated by the victory of Protestantism. But from that war 
another war had sprung, the war between Pi-elacy and Puritanism. 'Die 
hostile religious sects were allied, intermingled, confounded with hostile 
political parties. The monarchical element of the constitution was an 
object of almost exclusive devotion to the Prelatist. I'he popular element 
of the constitution was especially dear to the Puritan. At length an 
appeal was made to the sword. Puritanism triumphed ; but Puritanism 
was already divided against itself. Independency and Republicanism 
were on one side, Presbyterianism and limited Monarchy on the other. 
It was in the very darkest part of that dark time, it was in the midst of 
battles, sieges, and executions, it was when the whole world was still 
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aghast at the awful spectacle of a British King standing before a judgment 
seat, and laying his neck on a block, it was when the mangled remains 
of the Duke of Hamilton had just been laid in the tomb of his hchise, it 
was when the head of the Marquess of Montrose had just been fixed on 
the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, that your University completed her second 
century. 

A hundred years more ; and we have at length reached the beginning 
of a happier period. Our civil and religious liberties had indeed been 
bought with a fearful price. But they had been bought. The price had 
been paid. The last battle had been fought on British ground. The last 
black scaffold had been set up on Tower Hill. The evil days were over 
A bright and tranquil century, a century of religious toleration, of domes- 
tic peace, of temperate freedom, of equal justice, was beginning. 'Fhat 
century is now closing. When we compare it with any equally long 
period in the history of any other great society, we shall find abundant 
cause for thankfulness to the Giver of all good. Nor is there any place in 
the whole kingdom better fitted to excite this feeling than the place where we 
are now assembled. For m the whole kingdom we shall find no district 
in which the progress of trade, of manufactures, of wealth, and of the 
arts of life, has been more rapid than in Clydesdale. Your University 
has partaken largely of the prosperity of this city and of the surrounding 
region. The security, the tranquillity, the liberty, which have been pro- 
pitious to the industry of the merchant and of the manufacturer, have 
been also propitious to the industry of the scholar. To the last century 
belong most of the names of which you justly boast. The time would 
fail me if I attempted to do justice to the memory of all the illustrious 
men who, during that period, taught or learned wisdom within these 
ancient walls ; geometricians, anatomists, jurists, philologists, metaphy- 
sicians, poets : Simpson and Hunter, Millar and Young, Reid and 
.Stewart ; Campbell, whose coffin was lately borne to a grave in that re- 
nowned transept which contains the dust of Chaucer, of Spenser, and of 
Dryden ; Black, whose discoveries form an era in the history of chemical 
science ; Adam Smith, the greatest of all the masters of political science ; 
James Watt, who perhaps did more than any single man has done, since 
the New Atlantis of Bacon was written, to accomplish that glorious pro- 
phecy. We now speak the language of humility when we say that the 
University of Glasgow need not fear a comparison with the University of 
Bologna. 

A fifth secular period is about to commence. There is no lack of 
alarmists who will tell you that it is about to commence under evil 
auspices. But from me you must expect no such gloomy prognostica- 
tions. 1 have heard them too long and too constantly to be scared by 
them. Ever since I began to make observations on the state of my 
country, I have been seeing nothing but growth, and hearing of nothing 
but decay. The more I contemplate our noble institutions, the more 
convinced I am that they are sound at heart, that tliey have nothing of 
age but its dignity, and that their strength is still the strength of youth. 
The hurricane, which has recently overthrown so much that was great 
and that seemed durable, has only proved their solidity. They still stand, 
august and immovable, while dynasties and churches are lying in heaps 
of min all around us. I see no reason4o doubt that, by the blessing of 
God on a wise and temperate policy, on a policy of which the principle 
is to preserve what is good by reforming in time what is evil, our civil 
institutions may be preserved unimpaired to a late posterity, and that, 
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indcr the shade of our civil institutions, our academical institutions may 
long continue to flourish. 

I tmst* therefore, that, when a hundred years more have run out, this 
ancient College will still continue to deserve well of our country and of 
mankind. I trust that the installation of 1949 will be attended by a still 
greater assembly of students than I have the happiness now to see before 
me. That assemblage, indeed, may not meet in the place where we have 
have met. These venerable halls may have disappeared. My successor 
may speak to your successors in a more stately edifice, in an edifice which, 
even among the magnificent buildings of the future Glasgow, will still be 
admired as a fine specimen of the architecture which flourished in the 
days of the good Queen Victoria. But, though the site and the walls 
may be new, the spirit of the institution will, I hope, be still the same. 
My successor will, 1 hope, be able to boast that the fifth century of the 
University has even been more glorious than the fourth. lie will be 
able to vindicate that boast by citing a long list of eminent men, great 
masters of experimental science, of ancient learning, of our native elo- 
quence, ornaments of the senate, the pulpit and the bar. He will, I hope, 
mention with high honour some of my young friends who now hear me ; 
and he will, I also hope, be able to add that their talents and learning 
were not wasted on selfish or ignoble objects, but were employed to pro- 
mote the physical and moral good of their species, to extend the empire 
of man over the material world, to defend the cause of civil and religious 
liberty against tyrants and bigots, and to defend the cause of virtue and 
order against the enemies of all divine and human laws. 

I have now given utterance to a part, and to a part only, of the recol- 
lections and anticipations of which, on this solemn occasion, my mind is 
full. I again thank you for the honour which you have bestowed on me ; 
and I assure you that, while I live, I shall never cease to take a deep 
interest in the welfare and fame of the body with which, by your kindness, 
I have this day become connected. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered at Edinburcih on the zd of November, 1852. 


At the General Election of 185a the votes for the City of Edinburgh stood thus : 


Mr Macaulay 1872 

Mr Cowan 1754 

The Lord Provost 1559 

Mr Bruce 1066 

Mr Campbell 686 


On the second of November the Electors assembled in the Music Hall to meet 
the representative whom they had, without any solicitation on his pjirt, placed at 
the head of the poll. On this occasion the following Speech was delivered. 


Gentlemen, — I thank you from my heart for this kind reception. In 
truth, it has almost overcome me. Your good opinion and your good 
will were always very valuable to me, far more valuable than any vul^r 
object of ambition, far more valuable than any office, however lucrative 
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or dignified. In truth, no office, however lucrative or dignified, would 
have tempted me to do what I have done at your summons, to leave 
again the happiest and most tranquil of all retreats for the bustle of poli- 
tical life. But the honour which you have conferred upon me, an honour 
of which the greatest men might well be proud, an honour which it is in 
the power only of a free people to bestow, has laid on me such an obli- 
gation that I should have thought it ingratitude, I should have thought it 
pusillanimity, not to make at least an effort to serve you. 

And here, Gentlemen, we meet again in kindness after a long separa- 
tion. It is more than five years since I last stood in this very place ; a large 
part of human life. There are few of us on whom those five years have 
not set their mark, few circles from which those five years have not taken 
away what can never be replaced. Even in this multitude of friendly 
faces I look in vain for some which would on this day have been lighted 
up with joy and kindness. 1 miss one venerable man, who, before I was 
born, in evil times, in times of oppression and of corniption, had adhered, 
with almost solitary fidelity, to the cause of freedom, and whom 1 knew 
in advanced age, but still in the full vigour of mind and body, enjoying 
the respect and gratitude of his fellow citizens. I should, indeed, be 
most ungrateful if I could, on this day, forget Sir James Craig, his public 
spirit, his judicious counsel, his fatherly kindness to myself. And Jeffrey 
— with what an effusion of generous affection he would, on this day, have 
welcomed me back to Edinburgh ! He too is gone ; but the remembrance 
of him is one of the many ties which bind me to the city once dear to his 
heart, and still inseparably a.ssociated with his fame. 

But, Gentlemen, it is not only here that, on entering again, at your call, 
a path of life which I believed that I had quitted for ever, I shall be 
painfully reminded of the changes which the last five years have produced. 
In Parliament 1 shall look in vain for virtues which I loved, and for 
abilities which 1 admired. Often in debate, and never more than when 
we discuss those questions of colonial policy which are every day acquiring 
a new interest, I shall remember wdth regret how much eloquence ana 
wit, how much acuteness and knowledge, how many engaging qualities, 
how many fair hopes, are buried in the grave of poor Charles Buller. 'I’here 
were other men, men with whom I had no political connection and little 
personal connection, men to whom I was, during a great part of my public 
life, honestly opposed, but of whom I cannot now think without grieving 
that their wisdom, their experience, and the weight of their great names 
can never more, in the hour of need, bring help to the nation or to the 
throne. Such were those two eminent men whom 1 left at the height, 
one of civil, the other of military fame ; one the oracle of the House of 
Commons, the other the oracle of the blouse of I^ords. There were 
parts of their long public life which they would themselves, I am per- 
suaded, on a calm retrospect, have allowed to be justly censurable. But 
it is impossible to deny that each in his own department saved the State ; 
that one brought to a triumphant close the most formidable conflict in 
which this country was ever engaged with a foreign enemy ; and that the 
other, at an immense sacrifice of personal feeling and personal ambition, 
freed us from an odious monopoly, which could not have existed many 
years longer without producing fearful intestine discords. I regret them 
ooXh. : but I peculiarly regret him who is associated in my mind with the 
place to w’hich you have sent me.* 1 shall hardly know the House of 
Commons without Sir Robert Peel. On the first evening on which I 
took my seat in that House, more than two and twenty years ago, he 
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held the highest position among the Ministers of the Crown who sate 
there. During all the subsequent years of my parliamentary service I 
scarcely remember one important discussion in which he did not bear a 
part with conspicuous ability. His figure is now before me : all the 
tones of his voice are in my ears ; and the pain with which I think that I 
shall never hear them again would be embittered by the recollection of 
some sharp encounters which took place between us, were it not that at 
last there was an entire and cordial reconciliation, and that, only a very 
few days before his death, I had the pleasure of receiving from him 
marks of kindness and esteem of which I shall always cherish the recol- 
lection. 

But, Gentlemen, it is not only by those changes which the natural law 
of mortality produces, it is not only by the successive disappearances of 
eminent men that the face of the world has been changed during the 
five years which have elapsed since we met here last. Never since the 
origin of our race have there been five years more fertile of great events, 
five years which have left behind them a more awful lesson. We have 
lived many lives in that time. The revolutions of ages have been com- 
pressed into a few months. France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, — what a 
history has theirs been ! When we met here last, there was in all of 
those countries an outward show of tranquillity ; and there were few, 
even of the wisest among us, who imagined what wild passions, what 
wild theories, were fermenting under that peaceful exterior. An obstinate 
resistance to a reasonable reform, a resistance ptolonged but for one day 
beyond the time, gave the signal for the explosion ; and in an instant, 
from the borders of Russia to the Atlantic Ocean, everything was con- 
fusion and terror. The streets of the greatest capitals of Europe were 
piled up with barricades, and were streaming with civil blood. The 
house of Orleans lied from France : the Foj^ fled from Rome : the 
Emperor of Austria was not safe at Vienna. There were popular insti- 
tutions in Florence ; popular institutions at Naples. One democratic 
convention sat at Berlin ; another democratic convention at Frankfurt. 
V'ou remember, I am sure, but too well, how some of the wisest and 
most honest friends of liberty, though inclined to look with great indul- 
gence on the excesses inseparable from revolutions, began first to doubt 
and then to despair of the prospects of mankind. You remember how 
all sorts of animosity, national, religious, and social, broke forth together. 
You remember how with the hatred of discontented subjects to their 

f ovemments was mingled the hatred of race to race and of class to class, 
'or myself, I .stood aghast; and though naturally of a sanguine dis- 
tX)sition, I did for one moment doubt whether the progress of society 
was not about to be arrested, nay, to be suddenly and violently turned 
back ; whether we were not d<.)omed to pass in one generation from 
the civilisation of the nineteenth century to the barbarism of the 
fifth. I remembered that Adam Smith and Gibbon had told us that 
the dark ages were gone, never more to return, that modern Europe 
was in no danger of the fate which had befallen the Roman empire. 
That flood, they said, would no more return to cover the earth ; and they 
seemed to reason justly : for they compared the immense strength of the 
enlightened part of the world with the weakness of the part which re- 
mained savage ; and they asked whence were to come the Huns and the 
Vandals, who should again destroy civilisation ? It had not occurred to 
tliem that civilisation itself might engender the barbarians who should 
destroy it. It had not occurred to them that in the very heart of great 
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capitals, in the neighbourhood of splendid palaces, and churches, and 
theatres, and libraries, and museunns, vice and ignorance might produce 
a race of Huns fiercer than those who marched under Attila, and of 
Vandals more bent on destruction than those who followed Gensenc. 
Such was the danger. It passed by. Civilisation was saved ; but at 
what a price ! The tide of popular feeling turned and ebbed almost as fast 
as it had risen. Imprudent and obstinate opposition to reasonable demands 
had brought on anarchy ; and as soon as men had a near view of anarchy 
they fled m terror to crouch at the feet of despotism. To the dominion 
of mobs armed with pikes succeeded the sterner and more lasting domi- 
nion of disciplined armies. The Papacy rose from its debasement ; rose 
more intolerant and insolent than before ; intolerant and insolent as in 
the days of Hildebrand ; intolerant and insolent to a degree which dis- 
mayed and disappointed those who had fondly cherished the hope that 
the spirit which had animated the Crusaders and the Inquisitors had been 
mitigated by the lapse of years and by the progress of knowledge. 
Through all that vast region, where little more than four years ago we 
looked in vain for any stable authority, we now look in vain for any trace 
of constitutional freedom. And we, Gentlemen, in the meantime, have 
been exempt from both those calamities which have wrought ruin all 
around us. The madness of 1848 did not subvert the British throne. 
The reaction which followed has not destroyed British liberty. 

And why is this ? Why has our country, with all the ten plagues 
raging around her, been'a land of Goshen ? Everywhere else was the 
thunder and the fire running along the ground, — a very grievous storm, — 
a storm such as there was none like it since man was on the earth ; yet 
everything tranquil here ; and then again thick night, darkness that might 
be felt j and yet light in all our dwellings. We owe this singular hap- 
piness, under the blessing of God, to a wise and noble constitution, the 
work of many generations of great men. Let us profit by experience ; 
and let us be thankful that we profit by the experience of others, and not 
by our own. Let us prize our constitution : let us purify it : let us amend 
it ; but let us not destroy it. Let us shun extremes, not only because 
each extreme is in itself a jiositive evil, but also because each extreme 
necessarily engenders its opposite. If we love civil and religious freedom, 
let us in the day of danger uphold law and order. If we are zealous for 
law and order, let us prize, as the best safeguard of law and order, civil 
and religious freedom. 

Yes, Gentlemen ; if I am asked why we are free with servitude all 
around us, why our Habeas Corpus Act has not been suspended, why 
our press is still subject to no censor, why we still have the liberty of as- 
sociation, why our representative institutions still abide in all their strength, 
I answer, It is because in the year of revolutions we stood firmly by our 
Government in its peril ; and, if I am asked why we stood by our Govern- 
ment in its peril, when men all around us were engaged in pulling Gov- 
ernments down, I answer, It was because we knew that though our 
Government was not a perfect Government, it was a good Government, 
that its faults admitted of peaceable and legal remedies, that it had never 
inflexibly opposed just demands, that we had obtained concessions of in- 
estimable value, not by beating the drum, not by ringing the tocsin, not 
by tearing up the pavement, not running to the gunsmiths* shops to 
search for arms, out by the mere force of reason and public opinion. 
And, Gentlemen, pre-eminent among those pacific victories of reason and 
public opinion, the recollection of which chiefly, I believe, carried us 
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safely through the year of revolutions and through the year of counter- 
revolutions, I would place two great reforms, inseparably associated, one 
with the memory of an illustrious man, who is now beyond the reach of 
envy, the other with the name of another illustrious man, who is still, 
and, I hope, long will be, a living mark for distinction. I speak of tlie 
great commercial reform of 1846, the work of Sir Robert Peel, and of the 
great parliamentary reform of 1832, the work of many eminent statesmen, 
among whom none was more conspicuous than Lord John Russell. I 
particularly call your attention to those two great reforms, because it will, 
in my opinion, the especial duty of that House of Commons in which, 
by your distinguished favour, I have a seat, to defend the commercial 
reform of Sir Robert Peel, and to perfect and extend the parliamentary 
reform of Lord John Russell. 

With respect to the commercial reform, though I say it will be a sacred 
duty to defend it, I do not apprehend ghat we shall find the task very 
difficult. Indeed, I doubt whether we have any reason to apprehend a 
direct attack upon the system now established. From the expressions 
used during the last session, and during the late elections, by the Ministers 
and their adherents, I should, I confess, find it utterly impossible to draw 
any inference whatever. They have contradicted each other ; and they 
have contradicted themselves. Nothing would be easier than to select 
from their speeches passages which would prove them to be Freetraders, 
and passages which would prove them to be Protectionists. But, in tnith, 
the only inference which can properly be drawn from a speech of one of 
these gentlemen in favour of Free Trade is, that, when he spoke, he was 
standing for a town ; and the only inference which can be drawn from the 
speech of another in favour of Protection is, that, when he spoke, he w'as 
standing for a county. I ^luitted London in the heat of the elections. 
I left behind me a Tory candidate for Westminister and a Tory candidate 
for Middlesex, loudly proclaiming themselves Derby ites and Freetraders. 
All along my journey through Berkshire and Wiltshire I heard nothing 
but the cry of Derby and Protection ; but when I got to Bristol, the cry 
was Derby and Free Trade again. On one side of the Wash, Lord 
Stanley, the Under- Secretary of State for the Foreign Department, a 
young nobleman of great promise, a young nobleman who appears to me 
to inherit a large portion of his father’s ability and energy, held language 
which was universally understood to indicate that the Government had 
altogether abandoned all thought of Protection. Lord Stanley was ad- 
dressing the inhabitants of a town. Meanwhile, on the other side of the 
Wash, the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster was haranguing the 
farmers of Lincolnshire ; and, when somebody took it upon him to ask, 
“ What will you do, Mr Christopher, if Lord Derby abandons Protec- 
tion ? ” the Chancellor of the Duchy refused to answ^er a question so 
monstrous, so insulting to Lord Derby. “ 1 will stand by Lord Derby,” 
he said, “ because I know that Lord Derby will stand by Protection.” 
Well, these opposite declarations of two eminent persons, both likely to 
know the mind of Lord Derby on the subject, go forth, and are taken up 
by less distinguished adherents of the party. The Tory candidate for 
Leicestershire says, “ I put faith in Mr Christopher : while you see Mr 
Christopher in the Government, you may be assured that agricul- 
ture will be protected.” But, in East Surrey, which is really a 
suburb of London, I find the Tory candidate saying, “Never mind 
Mr Christopher. I trust to I.ord Stanley. What should Mr Chris- 
topher know on the subject ? He is not in the Cabinet : he can teU 
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you nothing about it. Nay, these tactics were carried so far that 
Tories who had formerly been for Free Trade, turned Protectionists if 
they stood for counties ; and Tories, who had always been furious Protec- 
tionists, declared for Free Trade, without scniple or shame, if they stood 
for large towns. Take for example Lord Maidstone. He was once one 
of the most vehement Protectionists in England, and put forth a small 
volume, which, as I am an elector of Westminster, and as he was a can- 
didate for Westminster, I thought it my duty to buy, in order to under- 
stand his opinions. It is entitled Free Trade Hexameters. Of the 
poetical merits of Lord Maidstone’s hexameters I shall not presume to give 
an opinion. You may all form an opinion for yourselves by ordering 
copies. They may easily be procured : for I was assured, when I 
bought mine in Bond Street, that the supply on hand was still consider- 
able. But of the political merits of Lord Maidstone’s hexameters I can 
speak with confidence ; and it f| impossible to conceive a fiercer attack, 
according to the measure of the power of the assailant, than that which 
his lordship made on Sir Robert Peel's policy. • On the other hand, Sir 
Fitzroy Kelly, who is now Solicitor General, and who was Solicitor 
General under Sir Robert Peel, voted steadily with Sir Robert Peel, 
doubtless from a regard to the public interest, which would have suffered 
greatly by the retirement of so able a lawyer from the service of the 
Crown. Sir Fitzroy did not think it necessary to lay down his ofhcc even 
when Sir Robert Peel brought in the bill which established a free trade 
in corn. But unfortunately Lord Maidstone becomes a candidate for the 
City of Westminster, and Sir Fitzroy Kelly stands for an agricultural 
county. Instantly, therefore. Lord Maidstone forgets his verses, and 
Sir Fitzroy Kelly forgets his votes. Lord Maidstone declares himself a 
convert to the opinions of Sir Robert Peel ; and Sir Robert Peel’s own 
Solicitor General lifts up his head intrepidly, and makes a speech, ap- 
parently composed out of Lord Maidstone’s hexameters. 

It is therefore, Gentlemen, utterly impossible for me to pretend to 
infer, from the language held by the members of the Government, and 
their adherents, what course they will take on the subject of Protection. 
Nevertheless, I confidently say that the system established^ by Sir 
Robert Peel is perfectly safe. The law which re[)ealcd the Corn Laws 
stands now on a much firmer foundation than when it was first passed. 
W'e are stronger than ever in rea.son ; and we are stronger than ever in 
numbers. We are stronger than ever in reason, because what w'as only 
prophecy is now history. No person can now question the salutary 
effect which the repeal of the Corn Laws has had on our trade and industry. 
We are stronger than ever in numbers. You, I am sure, recollect the 
time when a formidable opposition to the repeal of the Corn Laws was 
made by a class which was most deeply interested m that repeal ; I 
mean the labouring cla.sses. You recollect that, in many large towns, ten 
years ago, the friends of f ree Trade could not venture to call meetings 
for the purpose of petitioning against the Corn Laws, for fear of being 
interrupted by a crowd of working people, who had been taught by a 
certain class of demagogues to say that the question was one in which 
working people had no interest, that it was purely a capitalist’s question, 
that, if the poor man got a large loaf instead of a small one, he would 
get from the capitalist only a sixpence instead of a shilling. I never had 
the slightest faith in those doctrines. Experience even then seemed to 
me completely to confute them. I compared place with place ; and I 
found that, though bread was dearer in England than in Ohio, wages* 
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were higher in Ohio than in England. I compared time with time ; and 
I saw that those times when bread was cheapest in England, within my 
own memory, were also the times in which the condition of the labour- 
ing classes was the happiest. But now the experiment has been tried in 
a manner which admits of no dispute, I should be glad to know, if 
there were now an attempt made to impose a tax on com, what dema- 
gogue would be able to bring a crowd of working men to hold up their 
hands in favour of such a tax. Thus strong, Gentlemen, in reason, and 
thus strong in numbers, we need, I believe, apprehend no direct attack 
on the principles of Free Trade. It will, however, be one of the first 
duties of your representatives to be vigilant that no indirect attack shall 
be made on these principles ; and to take care that in our financial 
arrangements no undue favour shall be shown to any class. 

With regard to the other question which I have mentioned, the ques- 
tion of Parliamentary Reform, I think that the time is at hand when that 
question will require the gravest consideration, when it will lie necessary 
to reconsider the Reform Act of 1832, and to amend it temperately and 
cautiously, but in a large and liberal spirit. I confess that, in my opinion, 
this revision cannot be made with advantage, except by the Ministers of 
the Crown. I greatly doubt whether it will be fouml possible to carry 
through any plan of improvement if we have not the Government heartily 
with us ; and I must say that from the present Administration I can, as 
to that matter, expect nothing good. What precisely I am to expect 
from them I do not know, whether the most obstinate opposition to 
every change, or ilie most insanely violent change. If 1 look to their con- 
duct, I find the gravest reasons for apprehending that they may at one 
time resist the most just demands, and at another time, from the merest 
caprice, propose the wildest innovations. And I will tell you why 1 
entertain this opinion. I am sorry that, in doing so, I must mention the 
name of a gentleman for whom, personally, I have the highest respect ; 
I mean Mr Walpole, the Secretary of State for the Home Department. 
My own acquaintance with liim is slight ; but I know him well by char- 
acter , and 1 believe him to be an honourable, an excellent, an able 
man. No man is more esteemed in private life : but of his public con- 
duct I must claim the right to speak with freedom ; and I do so with the 
less scruple because he has himself set me an example of that freedom, 
and because I am really now standing on the defensive. Mr Walpole 
lately made a speccli to the electors of Midhurst ; and in that speech he 
spoke personally of Lord John Russell as one honourable man should 
speak of another, and as, 1 am sure, I wish always to speak of Mr 
Walpole. But in T.ord John’s public conduct Mr Walpole found many 
faults. Chief among those faults was this, that his lordship had re-opened 
the question of reform. Mr Walpole declared himself to be opposed on 
principle to organic change. He justly said that if, unfortunately, 
organic change should be necessary, whatever was done ought to be done 
with much deliberation and with caution almost tiiYKirous ; and he 
charged Lord John with having neglected these plain rules of prudence. 
I was perfectly thunderstruck when 1 read the speech : for I could not 
but recollect that the most violent and democratic change that ever was 
proposed within the memory of the oldest man had been proposed but a 
few weeks before by this same Mr Walpole, as the organ of the present 
Government. Do you remember the history of the Militia Bill? In 
general, when a great change m our institutions is to be proposed from 
the Treasury Bench, the Minister announces his intention some weeks 
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before. There is a great attendance : there is the most painful anxiety 
to know what he is going to recommend, 1 well remember, — for I was 
present, — with what breathless suspense six hundred persons waited, on 
the first of March, 1831, to hear Lord John Russell explain the principles 
of his Reform Bill. But what was his Reform Bill to the Reform Bill of 
the Derby Administration ? At the end of a night, in the coolest way 
possible, without the smallest notice, Mr Walpole proposed to add to 
the tail of the Militia Bill a clause to the effect, that every man who had 
served in the militia for two years should have a vote for the county. 
What is the number of those voters who were to be entitled to vote in 
this way for counties ? The militia of England is to consist of eighty 
thousand men ; and the term of service is to be fire years. In ten years 
the number will be one hundred and sixty thousand ; in twenty years, 
three hundred and twenty thousand ; and in twenty- five years, four 
hundred thousand. Some of these new electors will, of course, die off in 
twenty-five years, though the lives are picked lives, remarkably good 
lives. What the mortality is likely to be I do not accurately know ; but 
any actuary will easily calculate it for you. I should say, in round 
numbers, that you will have, when the system has been in operation foi 
a generation, an addition of about three hundred thousand to the county 
constituent bodies ; that is to sjw, six thousand voters on the average wdll 
be added to every county in England and Wales. That is sinely an 
immense addition. And what is the qualification? Wliy, the first 
qualification is youth. These electors are not to be above a certain 
age ; but the nearer you can get them to eighteen the better. The second 
qualification is poverty. The elector is to be a person to Whom a shil- 
ling a day is an object. The third oualification is ignorance ; for I 
venture to say that, if you take the trouble to observe the appearance of 
those young fellows who follow the recniiting sergeant in the streets, you 
will at once say that, among our labouring dasses, they are not the most 
educated, they are not the most intelligent. That they are brave, stout 
lads, I fully believe. Lord Hardinge tells me that he never .saw a finer 
set of young men ; and I have not the slightest doubt lhat> if necessary, 
after a few weeks’ training, they will be found .standing up for our fire- 
sides against the best disciplined soldiers that the Continent can produce. 
But these are not the qualifications which fit men to choose legislators. 
A young man who goes from the ploughtail into the army is generally 
rather thoughtless and disposed to idleness. Oh ! but there is another 
qualification which I had foi^otten : the voter must be five feet two. 
There is a qualification for you ! Only think of measuring a man for the 
franchise ! And this is the work of a Conservative Government, this 
plan which would swamp all the counties in England with electors who 
possess the Derby- Walpole qualifications ; that is to say, youth, poverty. 
Ignorance, a roving disposition, and five feet two. Why, what right have 
people who have proposed such a change as this to talk about — I do not 
say Lord John Russell’s imprudence — but the imprudence of Ernest Jones 
or of any other Chartist ? The Chartists, to do them justice, would give 
the franchise to wealth as well as to poverty, to knowledge as well as to 
ignorance, to mature age as well as to youth. But to make a qualifica- 
tion compounded of disqualifications is a feat of which the whole glory 
belongs to our Conservative rulers.- This astounding proposition was 
made, 1 believe, in a very thin House : but the next day the House was 
full enough, everybody having come down to know what was going to 
happen. One asked, why not this? and another, why net that ? Are 



RE-ELl^CTION TO PARLIAMENT. 


761 

all the legular troops to have the franchise ? all the policemen ? all the 
sailors ? for, if you give the franchise to ploughboys erf twenty-one, what 
class of honest Englishmen and Scotchmen can you with decency ex- 
clude ? But up gets the Home Secretary, and informs the House that 
the plan had not lien sufficiently considered, that some of his colleagues 
were not satisfied, and that he would not press his proposition. Now, 
if it had happened to me to propose such a reform at one sitting of the 
House, and at the next sitting to withdraw it, because it had not been 
well considered, I do think that, to the end of my life, I never should 
have talked about the exceeding imprudence of reopening the question of 
reform ; I should never have ventured to read any other man a lecturii 
about the caution with which all plans of organic change ought to be 
framed. 1 repeat that, if I am to judge from the language of the pre- 
sent Ministers, taken in connection with this solitary instance of their 
legislative skill in the way of reform, I am utterly at a loss what to 
expect. On the whole, what I do expect is that they will offer a 
pertinacious, vehement, provoking opposition to safe and reasonable 
change, and that then, in some moment of fear or caprice, they will 
bring in, and fling on the table, in a fit of desperation or levity, some 
plan which will loosen the very foundations of society. 

For my own part, 1 think that the question of Parliamentary Reform is 
one which must soon be taken up ; but it ought to be taken up by the 
Government ; and T hope, before long, to see in office a Ministry which 
will take it up in earnest. I dare say that you will not suspect me of 
saying so from any interested feeling. In no case whatever shall I again 
be a member of any Ministry. During what may remain of my public 
life, I sliall be the servant of none but you. I have nothing to ask of any 
government, except that protection which every government owes to a 
faithful and loyal subject of the Queen. But 1 do hope to sec in office 
before long a Ministry which will treat this great question as it should l>e 
treated. It will be the duty of that Ministry to revise the distributfon of 
power. It will be the duty of that Ministry to consider whether small 
constituent bodies, notoriously corrupt, and ])roved to be corrupt, such, 
for example, as Harwich, ought to retain the power of sending members 
to Parliament. It will be the duty of such a Ministry to consider whether 
small constituent bodies, even less notoriously corrupt, ought to have, in 
the counsels of tlie empire, a share as great as that of the West Riding of 
York, and twice as great as that of the county of Perth. It will be the 
duty of such a Ministry to consider whether it may not be possible, with- 
out the smallest danger to peace, law, and order, to extend the elective 
franchise to classes of the community which do not now possess it. As 
to universal suffrage, on that subject you already know my opinions ; and 
I now come before you with those opinions strengthened by everything 
which, since I last professed them, has passed in Europe. We now know, 
by the clearest of all proofs, that universal suffrage, even united with 
secret voting, is no security against the establishment of arbitrary power. 
But, Gentlemen, I do look forward, and at no very remote period, to an 
extension of the franchise, such as I once thought iin.safc. I believe that 
such an extension will, by the course of events, be brought about in the 
very best and happiest way. Perhafis I may l>e sanguine : but I think 
that good times are coming for the labouring classes of this country. I 
do not enlertafo that hope because I expect that Fourierism, or Saint 
Simonianism, or Socialism, or any of those other ** isms ” for which the 
plain English word is “robbery,” will prevail. I know that such schemes 
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only aggravate the misery v^rhich they pretend to relieve. I know that it 
is possible, by legislation, to make the rich poor, but that it is utterly 
impossible to make the poor rich. But I believe that the progress of 
experimental science, the free intercourse of nation with nation, the unre- 
stricted influx of commodities from countries where they are cheap, and 
the unrestricted efflux of labour towards countries where it is dear, will 
soon produce, nay, I believe that they are beginning to produce, a great 
and most blessed social revolution. I need not tell you, Gentlemen, that 
in those colonies which Iiave l)een planted by our race, — and, when I 
speak of our colonies I speak as well of those which have sepaiated from us 
as of those .which still remain united to us,— I need not tell you that in our 
colonies the condition of the labouring man has long been far more pros- 
perous than in any part of the Old World. And why is this? Some 
people tell you that the inhabitants of Pennsylvania and New England are 
better off than the inhabitants of the Old World, because the United States 
have a republican form of government. But we know that the inhabitants 
of Pennsylvania and New England were more prosperous than the inhabi- 
tants of the Old World when Pennsylvania and New England were as 
loyal as any part of the dominions of George the First, George the 
Second, and George the Third ; and we know that in Van Diemen’s 
Land, in New Zealand, in , Australasia, in New Brunswick, in Canada, 
the subjects of Her Majesty are as prosperous as they could be under 
the government of a President, The real cause is that, in these 
new countries, where there is a Ixmndless extent of fertile land, no- 
thing is easier than for the labourer to pass from the place which is over- 
stocked with labour to the place which is understocked ; and that thus 
both he who moves and he who stays always have enough. This it is 
which keeps up the prosperity of the Atlantic States of the Union. They 
pour their population hack to the Ohio, across the Ohio to the Mis- 
sissippi, and beyond the Mississippi to the Rocky Mountains. Every- 
where the de.sert is receding before the advancing flood of human life and 
civilisation ; and, m the meantime, those who are left behind enjoy 
abundance, and never endure such privations as in old countries too often 
befall the labouring classes. Ana why has not the condition of our 
labourers been equally fortunate ? Simply, as I believe, on account of 
the great distance which separates our country from the new and unoc- 
cupied part of the world, and on account of the expense of traversing 
that distance. Science, however, has abridged, and is abridging, that 
distance science lias diminished, and is diminishing, that expense. 
Already New Zealand is, for all piactic.al purposes, nearer to us than 
New England was to the Puritans who fled thither from the tyranny of 
Laud. Already the ports of North America, Halifax, Boston, and New 
York, are nearer to us than, within the memory of persons now living, 
the Island of Skye and the county of Donegal were to London. Already 
emigration is beginning to produce the same effect here which it has pro- 
duced on the Atlantic States of the Union. And do not imagine that 
our countryman who goes abroad is altogether lost to us. Even if he 
goes from under the dominion of the British Queen and the protection of 
the British flag he will still, under the benignant system of free trade, 
rxmtinue to be bound to us by close lies. If he ceases to be a neighbour, 
he is still a benefactor and a custom^. Go where he may, if you will 
but maintain that system inviolate, it is for us that he is turning the 
forests into cornfields on the bank.s of the Mississippi ; it is for us that 
he is tending his sheep and preparing his fleeces in the heart of Austral- 
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asia ; and in the meantime it is from us that he receives those commodi- 
ties which are produced with most advantage in old societies, where great 
masses of capital have been accumulated. His candlesticks and his pots 
and his pans come from Birmingham ; his knives from Sheffield ; the 
light cotton jacket which he wears in summer from Manchester ; the good 
cloth coat which he wears in winter from Leeds ; and in return he sends us 
back, from what was lately a wilderness, the good flour out of which is 
made the large loaf which the British labourer divides among his children. 
I believe that it is in these changes that we shall see the best solution of 
the question of the franchise. We shall make our institutions more de- 
mocratic than they are, not by lowering the franchise to the level of the 
great mass of the community, but by raising, in a time which will be very 
short when compared with the existence of a nation, the great mass up 
to the level of the franchise. 

I feel that I must stop, I had meant to advert to some other subject.s. 
I had meant to say something about the ballot, to which, as you know, I 
have always been favourable ; something about triennial parliaments, to 
which, as you know, 1 have always been honestly opposed ; something 
about your university tests ; something about the cry for religious equality 
which has lately been raised in Ireland ; but I feel that 1 cannot well 
proceed. I have only strength to thank you again, from the very bottom 
of ray heart, for the great honour which you have done me in choosing 
me, without solicitation, to represent you in Parliament. 1 am proud of 
our connection ; and I shall try to act in such a manner that you may not 
be ashamed of it. 


A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons on the ist of June 1853. 

On the first of June 1853, bord Hotham, Member for Kent, moved the third readin;; 
of bill of which the chief object was to make the Master of the Rolls inppable 
of sitting in the House of Commons. Mr Henry Drummond, Member for 
Surrey, moved that the bill should be read a third time that day si.v mouth.s. In 
support of Mr Drummond’s amendment the following Speech was made. 

The amendment was carried by 3»4 voles to 123. 

T CANNOT, Sir, suffer the House to proceed to a division without expres- 
sing the very strong opinion which I have formed on this subject. I shall 
give my vote, with all my heart and soul, for the amendment moved by 
my honourable friend the Member for Surrey. I never gave a vote in my 
life with a more entire confidence that I was in the right ; and 1 cannot 
but think it discreditable to us that a bill for which there is so little to be 
said, and against which there is so much to be said, should have been 
permitted to pass through so many stages without a division. 

On what grounds, Sir, does the noble lord, the Member for Kent, ask 
us to make this change in the law ? 1 he only ground, surely, on which 
a Conservative legislator ought ever to propose a change in the law is this, 
that the law, as it stands, has produced some evil Is it then pretended 
that ihe law, as it stands, has produced any evil? The noble lord him- 



764 EX CL USJON OF JUD GES 

self tells you that it has produced no evil whatever. Nor can it be said 
that the experiment has not been fairly tried. This House and the office 
of Master of tlie Rolls began to exist, probably in Uie same generation, 
certainly in the same century. During six hundred years this House has 
been open to Masters of the Rolls. Many Masters of the Rolls have sate 
here, and have taken part, with great ability and authority, in our 
deliberations. To go no further ba^ than the accession of the House of 
Hanover, Jekyll was a member of this House, and Strange, and Kenyon, 
and Pepper Arden, and Sir William Grant, and Sir John Copley, and 
Sir Charles Pepys, and finally Sir John Romilly. It is not even pretended 
that any one of these eminent persons was ever, on any single occasion, 
found to be the worse member of this House for being Master of the 
Rolls, or the worse Master of the Rolls for being a member of this 
House. And if so, is it, I ask, the part of a wise statesman, is it, I ask 
still more emphatically, the part of a Conservative statesman, to alter a 
system which has lasted six centuries, and which has never once, during 
all those centuries, produced any but good effects, merely because it is 
not in harmony with an abstract principle ? 

And what is the abstract principle for the sake of which we are asked 
to innovate in reckless defiance of all the teaching of experience ? It is 
this ; that political functions ought to be kept distinct from judicial 
functions. So sacred, it seems, is this principle, that the union of the 
political and judicial characters ought not to be suffered to continue even 
in a case in which that union has lasted through many ages without pro- 
ducing the smallest practical inconvenience. “ Nothing is so hateful, ’’ I 
quote the words of the noble lord who brought in this bill, “ nothing is 
so hateful as a political judge.” 

Now, Sir, if I assent to the principle laid down by the noble lord, I 
must pronounce his bill the most imbecile, the most pitiful, attempt at 
reform that ever was made. The noble lord is a homocopathist in state 
medicine. His remedies are administered in infinitesimal doses. If he 
will, for a moment, consider how our tribunals are constituted, and how 
our parliament is constituted, he will perceive that the judicial and 
political character are, through all grades, eveiy where combined, every- 
where interwoven, and that therefore tlie evil which he proposes to remove 
vanishes, as the mathematicians say, when compared with the immense 
mass of evil which he leaves behind. 

It has been asked, and very sensibly asked, why, if you exclude the 
Master of the Rolls from the House, you should not also exclude the 
Recorder of the City of Lon<lon. I should be very sorry to see the 
Recorder of the City of London excluded. But I must say that the rea- 
sons for excluding him are ten times as strong as the reasons for excluding 
the Master of the Rolls. For it is well known that political cases of the 
highest importance have been tried by Recorders of the City of London. 
But why not exclude all Recorders, and all Chairmen of Quarter Sessions ? 
I venture to say that there are far stronger reasons for excluding a Chairman 
of Quarter Sessions than for excluding a Master of the Rolls. I long ago 
attended, during two or three years, the Quarter Sessions of a great county. 
There I constantly saw in the chair an eminent meml>erof this House. 
An excellent criminal judge he was. Had he been a veteran lawyer, he 
could hardly have tried causes more satisfactorily or more expeditiously. 
But he was a keen politician : he had made a motion which had turned 
out a Govermnent ; and when he died he was a Cabinet Minister. Yet 
this gentleman, the head of the ^Blue interest, as it was oalM, in his 
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county, might have had to try men of the Orange party for rioting at a 
contested election. He votea for the corn laws ; and he might have had 
to try men for breaches of the peace which had originated in the discon* 
tent caused by the corn laws. He was, as 1 well remember, hooted, and, 
I rather think, pelted too, by the mob of l.ondon for his conduct towards 
Queen Caroline ; and, when he went down to his county, he might have 
had to sit in judgment on people for breaking windows which had not 
been illuminated in honour of Her Majesty’s victory. This is not a 
solitary instance. There are, I dare say, in this House, fifty Chairmen 
of Quarter Sessions. And this is an union of judicial and political func- 
tions against which there is really much to be said. For it is important, 
not only that the administration of justice should be pure, but that it 
should be unsuspected. Now I am willing to believe that the adminis- 
tration of justice by the unpaid magistrates in political cases is pure : but 
unsuspected it certainly is not. It is notorious that, in times of political 
excitement, the cry of the whole democratic press always us that a poor 
man, who has been driven by distress to outrage, has far harder measure 
at the Quarter Sessions than at the Assizes. So loud was this cry in 
1819 that Mr Canning, in one of his most eloquent speeches, pronounced 
it the most alarming of all the signs of the times. See then how extra- 
vagantly, how ludicrously inconsistent your legislation is. Y ou lay down 
the principle that the union of political functions and judicial functions 
is a hateful abuse. That abuse you determine to remove. You accord- 
ingly k|ave in this House a crowd of judges who, in troubled times, have 
to try persons charged with political offences ; of judges who have often 
been accused, truly or falsely, of carrying to the judgment seat their poli- 
tical sympathies atwl antipathies ; and you shut out of the house a single 
judge, whose duties are of such a nature that it has never once, since the 
time of Edward the First, been even suspected that he or any of his pre- 
decessors has, in the administration of justice, favoured a i^)oUtical ally, 
or wronged a political opponent. 

But even if 1 were to admit, what I altogether deny, that there is some- 
thing in the functions of the Master of the Rolls which makes it pecu- 
liarly desirable that he should not take any part in politics, I should still 
vote against this bill, as most inconsistent and inemcient. If you think 
that he ought to be excluded from political assemblies, why do not you 
exclude him ? You do no such thing. You exclude him from the House 
of Commons, but you leave the House of Lords open to him. Is not 
the House of Lords a political assembly ? And is it not certain that, 
during several generations, judges have generally had a great ascendency 
in the House o? Lords ? A hundred years ago a great judge. Lord Hard- 
wicke, possessed an immense influence there. lie bequeathed his power 
to another great judge, Lord Mansfield. When age had impaired the 
vigour of Lord Mansneld, the authority which he had, during many years, 
enjoyed, passed to a third judge, Lord Thurlow. Everybody knows what 
a dominion that eminent judge, Lord Eldon, exercis^ over the peers, 
what a share he took in making and unmaking ministries, with what 
idolatrous veneration he was regarded by one great party in the State, 
with what dread and aversion he was regarded by the other. When the 
long reign of Lord Eldon had terminated, other judges, Whig and Tory, 
appeared at the head of contending factions. Some of us can well re- 
member the first ten days of October, 1831. Who, indeed, that lived 
through those days can ever forget them ? It was the most exciting, the 
most alarming political conjuncture of my time. On the morning < 3 * the 
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eighth of October, the Reform Bill, after a discussion which had lasted 
through many nights, was rejected by the Lords. God forbid that I 
should again see such a crisis ! I can never hope again to hear such a 
debate. It was indeed a splendid display of various talents and acquire- 
ments. There are, I dare say, some here who, like myself, watched 
through the last night of that conflict till the late autumnal dawn, some- 
times walking up and down the long gallery, sometimes squeezing our- 
selves in behind the throne, or below the bar, to catch the eloquence of 
the great orators who, on that great occasion, surpassed themselves. 
There I saw, in the foremost ranks, confronting each other, two judges, 
on one side Lord Brougham, Chancellor of the realm, on the other Lord 
Lyndhurst, Chief Baron of the Exchequer. How eagerly we hung 
on their words 1 How eagerly those words were read before noon by 
hundreds of thousands in the capital, and, within forty-eight hours, by 
millions in every part of the kingdom ! With what a burst of popular 
fury the decision of the House was received by the nation ! The ruins of 
Nottingham Castle, the mins of whole streets and squares at Bristol, 
proved but too well to what a point the public feeling had been wound up. 
If it be true that nothing is so hateful to the noble lord, the Member for 
Kent, as a judge who takes part in political contentions, why does he 
not bring in a bill to prevent judges from entering those lists in which 
Lord Brougham and Lord Lyndhurst then encountered each other ? 
But no : the noble lord is perfectly willing to leave those lists open 
to the Master of the Rolls. The noble lord’s objection is not to the union 
of the judicial character and the political character. He is quite willing 
that anywhere but here judges should be politicians. The Master of the 
Rolls may l)e the soul of a great party, the head of a great party, the 
favourite tribune of a stormy democracy, the chief .spokesman of a 
haughty aristocracy. He may do all that declamation and sophistry can 
do to inflame the passions or mislead the judgment of a senate. But it 
must not be in this room. He must go a hundred and fifty yards hence. 
He must sit on a red bench, and not on a green one. He must say, “My 
Lords,” and not “Mr Speaker.” He must say, “Content,” and not 
“ Aye.” And then he may, without at all shocking the noble lord, be 
the most stirring politician in the kingdom. 

But I am understating my case. I am greatly understating it. For, 
Sir, this union of the judicial character and the political character, in 
Members of the other House of Parliament, is not a merely accidental 
union. Not only may judges be made peers ; but all the peers are neces- 
sarily judges. Surely when the noble lord told us that the union of 
political functions and of judicial functions was the most hateful of all 
things, he must have forgotten that, by the fundamental laws of the 
realm, a political assembly is the supreme court of appeal, the court 
which finally confirms or annuls the judgments of the courts, both of 
common law and of etjuity, at Westminster, of the courts of Scotland, 
of the courts of Ireland, oi this very Master of the Rolls about whom we 
are debating. Surely, if the noble lord’s principle be a sound one, it is 
not with the Master of the Rolls but with the House of Peers that we 
ought to begin. For, beyond all dispute, it is more important that the 
court above should be constituted on sound principles than that the court 
below should be so constituted. If the^aster of the Rolls goes wrong, 
the House of Peers may correct his errors. But who is to correct the errors, 
of the House of Peers? All these considerations the noble lord overlooks. 
He is quite willing that the j>eers shall sit in the morning as judges, shall 
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determine questions affecting the property, the liberty, the character of 
the Queen’s subjects, shall determine those questions in the last resort, 
shall overrule the decisions of all the other tribunals in the country ; and 
that then, in the afternoon, these same noble persons shall meet as poli- 
ticians, and shall debate, sometimes rather sharply, sometimes in a style 
which we dare not imitate for fear that you. Sir, should call us to order, 
about the Canadian Clergy Reserves, the Irish National Schools, the 
Disabilities of the Jews, the Government of India. I do not blame the 
noble lord for not attempting to alter this state of things. We cannot 
alter it, I know, without taking up the foundations of our constitution. 
But is it not absurd, while we live under such a constitution, while, 
throughout our whole system from top to bottom, political functions and 
judicial functions are combined, to single out, not on any special grouncl, 
but merely at random, one judge from a crowd of judges, and to exclude 
him, not from all political assemblies, but merely from one political as- 
sembly ? Was there ever such a mummery as the carrying of this bill to 
the other House will be, if, unfortunately, it should be carried thither. 
The noble lord, himself, I have no doubt, a magistrate, himself at once a 
judge and a politician, accompanied by several gentlemen who are at once 
judges and politicians, will go to the bar of the Lords, who are all at once 
judges and politicians, will deliver the bill into the hands of the Chan- 
cellor, who is at once the chief judge of the realm and a Cabinet Minister, 
and will return hither proud of having purified the admiuistration of 
justice from the taint of politics. 

No, Sir, no ; for the purpose of purifying the administration of justice 
this bill is utterly impotent. It will l>e effectual for one purpose, and for 
one purpose only, for the purpose of weakening and degrading the Hou.se 
of Commons. This is not the first lime that an attempt has been made, 
under specious pretexts, to lower the character and impair the efficiency 
of the assembly which repre.sents the great body of the nation. More 
than a hundred and fifty years ago there was a general cry' that the 
number of placemen in Parliament was too great. No doubt. Sir, 
the number was too great : the evil required a remedy ; but some 
rash and short-sighted though probably well meaning men, pro|X)sed 
a remedy which would have produced far more evil than it would have 
removed. They inserted in the Act of .Settlement a clause jirovid- 
ing that no person who held any office under the Crown should sit in this 
House. The clause was not to take effect till the House of Hanover 
should come to the throne ; and, happily for thecounti7, before the Hou.se 
of Hanover came to the throne, the clause was repealed. Had it not 
been repealed, the Act of Settlement would have been, not a blessing, but 
a curse to the country. There was no want, indeed, of plausible and popu- 
lar commonplaces in favour of this clause. No man, it was said, can serve 
two masters. A courtier cannot be a good guardian of public liberty. A 
man who derives his subsistence from the taxes cannot Ixi trusted to check 
the public expenditure. You will never have purity, you will never have 
economy, till the stewards of tlie nation are independent of the Crown, and 
dependent only on their constituents. Yes ; all this sounded well : but what 
man of sense now doubts that the effect of a law excluding all official men 
from this House would have been to depress that branch of the legislature 
which springs from the people, and to increase the power and consideration 
of the hereditary aristocracy ? The whole administration would have been 
in the hands of peers. The chief object of every eminent Commoner would 
have been to obtain a peemge. As soon as any man had gained such disliac- 
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tion here by his eloquence and knowledge that he was selected to the 
post of Chancellor of the Exchequer, Secretary of State, or First Lord of the 
Admiralty, he would instantly have turned his back on what would them 
indeed have been emphatically the Lower House, and would have gone to 
that chamber in which alone it would have been possible for him fully to 
display his abilities and fully to gratify his ambition. Walpole and Pul* 
leney, the first Pitt and the second Pitt, Fox, Windham, Canning, Peel, 
all the men whose memory is inseparably associated with this House, all 
the men of whose names we think with pride as we pass through St 
Stephen’s Hall, the place of their contentions and their triumphs, would, 
in the vigour and prime of life, have become Barons and Viscounts. The 
great conflict of parties would have been transferred from the Commons 
lo the Lords. It would have been impossible for an assembly, in which 
not a single statesman of gieat fame, authority, and experience m impor- 
tant affairs would have been found, to hold its own against an assembly 
in which all our eminent politicians and orators would have been collected. 
All England, all Europe, would have been reading with breathless interest 
the debates of the peers, and looking with anxiety for the divisions of the 
peers, while we, instead of discussing high Questions of state, and giving 
a general direction to the whole domestic ana foreign policy of the lealm, 
should have been settling the details of canal bills and turnpike bills. 

The noble lord, the Member for Kent, does not, it is true, propose so 
extensive and important a change as that which the authors of the Act of 
Settlement wished to make. But the tendency of this bill is, beyond all 
doubt, to make this House less capable than it once was, and less capable 
than the other House now is, of discharging some of the most important 
duties of a legislative assembly. 

Of the duties of a legislative assembly, the noble lord, and some of those 
gentlemen who support his bill, seem to me to liave formed a very imper- 
fect notion. They argue as if the only business of the House of Commons 
was to turn one set of men out of place, and to bring another set into 
place ; as if a judge could find no employment here but factious wrang- 
ling. Sir, it is not so. There are extensive and peaceful provinces of 
parliamentary business far removed from the fields of battle where hostile 
parties encounter each other. A great jurist, seated among us, might, 
without taking any prominent part in the strife between the Ministry and 
the Opposition, render to his country most valuable service, and earn for 
himself an imperishable name. Nor was there ever a time when the as- 
sistance of such a jurist was more needed, or was more likely to be justly 
appreciated, than at present. No observant man can fail to perceive that 
there is in the public mind a general, a growing, an earnest, and at the 
same time, 1 must say, a most sober and reasonable desire for extensive 
law reform. I hope and believe that, for some time to come, no year will 
pass without progress in law reform ; and I hold that of all law reformers 
the best is a learned, upright, and large-minded judge. At such a time 
it is that we are called upon to shut the door of this House against the 
last great judicial functionary to whom the unwise legislation of fi^rmer 
parliaments has left it open. In the meantime the other House is open to 
him. It is open to all the other judges who are not suffered to sit here. 
It is open to the Judge of the Admiralty Court, whom the noble lord, 
twelve or thirteen years ago, prevailed ^on us, in an unlucky hour, to ex- 
clude. In the other House is the Lord Chancellor, and several retired 
Chancellors, a Ivord Chief Justice, and several retired Chief JusticeSr 
TV Queen may place there to-morrow the Chief Baron, the two Lords Jus- 
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ticcs, the three Vice Chancellors, the very Master of the Rolls about 
whom we are debating : and we, as if we were not already too weak for the 
discharge of our functions, are trying to weaken ourselves still more. I 
harbour no unfriendly feeling towards the Lords, I anticipate no conflict 
with them. But it is not fit that we should be unable to bear an equal 
part with them in the great work of improving and digesting the law. 
It is not fit that we should l)e under tne necessity of placing implicit 
confidence*in their superior wisdom, and of registering without amendment, 
any bill which they may send us. To that humiliating situation we are, I 
grieve to say, fast approaching. I was much struck by a circumstance 
which occurred a few days ago. I heard the honourable Member for 
Montrose, who, by the by, is one of the supporters of this bill, urge the 
House to pass the Combination Bill, for a most extraordinary reason. 
“ We really,” he said, cannot tell how the law about combinations of 
workmen at present stands ; and, not knowing how the law at present 
stands, we are quite incompetent to decide whether it ought to be altered. 
Let us send the bill up to the Lords. They understand these things. 
We do not. There are Chancellors, and ex-Chancellors, and Judges 
among them. No doubt they will do what is proper ; and I shall 
acquiesce in their decision.” Why, Sir, did ever any legislative assembly 
abdicate its functions in so humiliating a manner ? Is it not strange that 
a gentleman, distinguished by his love of popular institutions, and by the 
jealousy with which he regards the aristocracy, should gravely propose 
that, on a subject which interests and excites nundreds of thousands of 
our constituents, we should declare ourselves incompetent to form an 
opinion, and beg the Lords to tell us what we ought to do? And is it not 
stranger still that, while he admits the incompetence of the House to dis- 
charge some of its most important functions, and while he attributes that 
incompetence to the want of judicial assistance, he should yet wish to 
shut out of the House the only high judicial functionary who is now per- 
mitted to come into it ? 

But, says the honourable Member for Montrose, the MavSter of the 
Rolls has duties to perform which, if properly performed, will leave him 
no leisure for attendance m this House : it is important that there should 
Ije a division of labour ; no man can do two things well ; and, if we 
suffer a jud^ to be a member of Parliament, we shall have both a bad 
member of Parliament and a bad judge. 

Now, Sir, if this argument proves anything, it proves that the Master 
of the Rolls, and indeed all the other judges, ought to be excluded from 
the House of Lords as well as from the House of Commons. But I 
deny that the argument is of any weight. The division of labour has its 
disadvantages as well as its advantages. In operations merely mechani- 
cal you can hardly carry the subdivision too far ; but you may very easily 
carry it too far in operations which require the exercise of high intellec- 
tual powers. It is quite true, os Adam Smith tells us, that a pin will be 
best made when one man does nothing but cut the wire, when another 
does nothing but mould the head, when a third does nothing but sharpen 
the point. But it is not true that Michael Angelo would have been a 
greater painter if he had not been a sculptor : it is not true that Newton 
would have been a greater experimental philosopher if he had not been a 
geometrician ; and it is not true that a man will be a worse lawgiver 
because he is a great judge. 1 believe that there is as close a connection 
between the functions of the judge and the functions of the lawgiver as 
between anatomy and surgery. Would it not be the height of absurdity 
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to lay down the rule that iiobody who dissected the dead should he 
allowed to operate on the living? The effect of such a division of 
labour would be that you would have nothing but bungling surgery; 
and the effect of the division of labour which the honourable Meml>er for 
Montrose recommends will be that we shall have plenty of bungling 
legislation. Who can be so well qualified to make laws and to mend 
laws as a man whose business is to interpret laws and to administer laws? 
As to this point I have great pleasure in citing an authority to which the 
honourable Member for Montrose will, I know, be disposed to pay the 
greatest deference ; ' the authority of Mr Bentham. Of Mr Bentham’s 
moral and political speculations, I entertain, 1 must own, a very mean 
opinion : but I hold him in high esteem as a jurist. Among all his 
writings there is none which I value more than the treatise on Judicial 
Organization. In that excellent work he discusses the question whether 
a person who holds a judicial office ought to be permitted to hold with 
it any other office. Mr Bentham argues strongly and convincingly 
against pluralities ; but he admits that there is one exception to the 
general rule. A judge, he says, ought to^ be allowed to sit in the 
legislature as a representative of the people » for the best school for a 
legislator is the judicial bench ; and the supply of legislative skill is in all 
societies so scanty that none of it can be spared. 

My honourable friend, the Member for Surrey, has completely refuted 
another argument to which the noble lord, the Member for Kent, ap|)ears 
to attach considerable importance. The noble lord conceives that no 
person can enter this House without stooping to practise arts which would 
ill become the gravity of the judicial chameter. He spoke particularly 
of what he called the jollifications usual at elections. Undoubtedly the 
festivities at elections are sometimes disgraced by intemperance, and 
sometimes by buffoonery ; and 1 wish from the bottom of my heart lhat 
intemperance and buffoonery were the worst means to which men, 
jeputed upright and honourable in private life, have resorted in order to 
obtain seats in the legislature. I should, indeed, sorry if any Master 
of the Rolls should court the favour of the populace by playing the 
mountebank on the hustings or on tavern tables. Still more sorry should 
I be if any Master of the Rolls were to disgrace himself and his office by 
employing the ministry of the Frails and the Flewkers, by sending vile 
emissaries with false names, false addresses, and bags of sovereigns, to 
buy the votes of the pwr. No doubt a Master of the Rolls ought to ^ 
free, not only from ^ilt, but from suspicion. I have not hitherto men- 
tionetl the present Master of the Kolls. 1 have not mentioned him 
because, in my opinion, this question ought to be decided by general and 
not by personal considerations. 1 cannot, however,^ refrain from saying, 
with a confidence which spring from long and intimate acquaintance, 
that my valued friend, Sir John Komilly, will never again sit in this 
House unless he can come in by means very different from those by which 
he was turned out. But, Sir, are we prei^red to say that no person can 
becon^ a representative of the English people except by some sacrifice of 
integritv,or at least of personal dignity? If it 1 m so, we l|fd indeed 
better think of setting our House in order. If it be so, the prospects of 
our country are dark indeed* How can England retain her place among 
the nations, if the assembly to which all her dearest interests are confided, 
the assembly which can, a single vote, transfer the management of her 
affairs to new hands, and ^ve a new direction to her whole policy, foreign 
and domestic, financial, commercial and colonial, is closed against every 
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mwcL 1^0 hfts rigid princi}^ and a fine sense of deconun ? But it is not 
so. Did that great judge, Sir William Scott, lower his character by 
eritering this House as Member for the University of Oxford? Did Sir 
John Copley lower his character by entering this House as Member for 
the University of Cambridge ? But the universities, you say, are consti- 
tuent bodies of a very peculiar kind. Be it so. Then, by your own 
admission, there are a few seats in this House which eminent judges have 
filled and may fill without any unseemly condescension. But it would he 
most unjust, and in me, especially, most ungrateful, to compliment the 
universities at the expense of other constituent bodi^. 1 am one of many 
members who know by experience that a generosity and a delicacy of 
sentiment which would do honour to any seat of learning may be found 
among the ten pound householders of our great cities. And, Sir, as to 
the counties, need we look further than to your chair ? It is of as much 
importance that you should punctiliously preserve your dignity as that the 
Master of the Rolls should punctiliously preserve his dignity. If you had, 
at the last election, done anything inconsistent with the integrity, with the 
gravity, with the suavity of temper which so eminently qualify you to 
preside over our deliberations, your public usefulness would have been 
seriously diminished. But the great county which does itself honour by 
sending you to the House required from you nothing unbecoming your 
character, and would have felt itself degraoed by your degradation. And 
what reason is there to doubt that other constituent bodies would act as 
justly and considerately towards a judge distinguished by uprightness and 
ability as Hampshire has acted towards you ? 

One very futile argument only remains to be noticed. It is said that 
we ought to be consistent ; and that, having turned the Judge of the 
Admiralty out of the House, we ought to send the Master of the Rolls 
after him. I admit, Sir, that our system is at present very anomalous. 
But it is better that a system should be anomalous than that it should be 
uniformly and consistently bad. You have entered on a wrong course. 
My advice is first that you stop, and secondly that you retiace your steps. 
The time is not far distant when it will be necessary for us to revise the 
constitution of this House. On that occasion, it will be part of our 
duty to reconsider the rule which determines what public functionaries 
shall be admitted to sit here, and what public functionaries shall be ex- 
cluded. That rule is, I must say, singularly absurd. It is this, that no 
pei-son who holds any office created since the twenty-fifth of October, 
1705, shall be a member of the House of Commons. Nothing can !)e 
more unreasonable or more inconvenient. In 1705, there were two 
Secretaries of State and two Under Secretaries. Consequently, to this 
day, only two Secretaries of State and two. Under Secretaries can sit 
among us. Suppose that the Home Secretary and the Colonial Secre- 
tary are members of this House, and that the office of Fore™ Secretary 
becomes vacant. In that case, no member of this House, whatever may 
be his qualifications, his fame in diplomacy, his knowledge of all the 
politics of the Courts of Europe, can be appointed. Her Majesty must 
give the Admiralty to the commoner who is, of all her subjects, fittest 
lor the Foreign Office, and the seals of the Foreign Office to some jjeer 
who would perhaps be fitter for the Admiralty. Again, the Postmaster 
General cannot sit in this House. Yet why not ? He always comes in 
and goes out with the Government : he is often a member of the Cabinet ; 
and 1 believe that he is, of all public functionaries, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer alone excepted, the one whom it would be most convenient tv 
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have here. I earnestly hope that, before long, this whole subject .will 
be taken into serious consideration. As to the judges, the rule which I 
should wish to see laid down is very simple. I would admit into this 
House any judge whom the people might elect, unless there were some 
special reason against admitting him. There is a special reason against 
admitting any Irish or Scotch judge. Such a judge cannot attend this 
• House without ceasing to attend his court. There is a special reason 
against admitting the Judges of the Queen’s Bench and of the Common 
Pleas, and the Barons of the Exchequer. They are summoned to the 
House of Lords ; and they sit there : their assistance is absolutely neces- 
sary to enable that House to discharge its functions as the highest court 
of appeal ; and it would manifestly both inconvenient and derogatory 
to our dignity that members of our body should be at the beck and call 
of the peers. I see no special reason for excluding the Master of the 
Rolls ; and I would, therefore, leave our door open to him. I would 
open it to the Judge of the Admiralty, who has been most unwisely 
excluded. I would open it to other great judicial officers who are now 
excluded solely because their offices did not exist in 1705, particularly to 
the two Lords Justices, and the three Vice Chancellors. In this way, 
we should, I am convinced, greatly facilitate the important and arduous 
work of law reform ; we should raise the character of this House : and I 
need not say that with the character of this House must rise or fall the 
estimation in which representative institutions are held throughout the 
world. But, whether the extensive changes which 1 have recommended 
shall be thought desirable or not, I trust that we shall reject the bill of 
the noble lord. I address myself to the Conservative members on your 
left hand ; and I ask them whether they are prepared to alter, on grounds 
purely theoretical, a system which has lasted during twenty generations 
without producing the smallest practical evil. I turn to the Liberal 
members on this side ; and I ask them whether they are prepared to 
lower the reputation and to impair the efficiency of that branch of the 
legislature which springs from the people. Fo^, myself, Sir, I hope that 
I am at once a Liberal and a Conservative politician ; and, in both char- 
acters, 1 shall give a clear and conscientious vote in favour of the amend- 
ment moved by my honourable friend. 
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The Club, 387. His character, 387. 
His life of Johnson, 387. 

Bourbon, Duke, character of the govern- 
ment of, aSo, aSt. 

Bow Street, whiggery of, 195, 196. 

Boyd, his translation of the Divine Comedy 
of Dante, 43. 

Boyle, Charles, his college edition of the 
letters of Phalaris, 344. The answer to 
Bentley attributed to him, 345. 

Boyse, the poet, his friendship with 
Samuel Johnson, 378. 

Braaidas, great only when he ceased to be 
a Lacedaemonian, oa. 

Btissot, the Girondist leader, 298. His 

i trial, 309. 

I Brissothtesr the. See Gtroadists. 

Buccaneer, the Last, 463. 

I Buityan, Joluii age in which he produced 
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BURGUNDY. 

his Pilgrim’s Progresi^ 116. His birth 
and early life, 353. His notions of good 
and evil, 354. Enlists in the parlia* 
mentary army, 354. Returns home and 
marries, 354. His fantasies and internal 
suflferings, 3«. Thrown into gaol, 356. 
His prison fife. 3^ 357. His intimate 
knowledge of the Bible, 357. His early 
writings, 357. His abhorrence of the 
Quakers, 357. His controversies, 357. 
His answer to Edward Fowler, 357. 
His dii^ute with some of his own sect, 
357* His liberation from prison, 358. 
His Pilgrim's Progress. 358. His Holy 
35^ Difficulties of 1685, 360. 
His death and burtahplace, 360. Fame 
of his Pilgrim’s Progress, 36*^ 361. 
Burgundy, Duke of, his theory of good 
government, 278. 

Burke, Edmund, his chr^racter of the first 
French republic, 145. And of the 
French National Assembly, 272 His 
vindication of himself from the charge 
t>f inconsistency, 273. His part in 'J'hc 
Club, 387. H»s position in the Whig 
opposition, 401^. 

Burns, Robert, age in which he produced 
his works, ii6. 

Butter, Samuel, character of his poetry, 
119. 

Byron, Lord, his egotism and its success, 

45 - 


C iESAR, accounts of his campaigns, re- 
garded as history. 146. 

Camden, Lord, joins the Whig opposition, 
400. 

Canning, George, popular comparison of, 
with Mr Pitt, 271. His activity in Pill’s 
cause, 425. 

Carey, his translatiqp of the Divine Comedy 
of Dante, 44. 

Carmagnoles, the, of Barbre, 308. Lord 
Elleiib oroueh’s, 308. 

Carmichael, Miss, or Polly, in Dr John- 
son’s house, 389. 

Carnot, M. Htppolyte, his part in the Me- 
moirs of Bertrand Barbrc, 285, 288, 2gi. 
Carolan, his compositions, 362. 

Carrier, the tyrant of Nantes, placed under 
arrest, 323. 

Cast!, character of his Animali Parlanti, 35. 
Cathdteism, Roman, the must poetical of 
all religions, 37. Its great revival at the 
beginning of the thirteenth century, 37. 
Treaty concluded by Charles 11 . oy 
which he bound himself to set Catho- 
licism in England, 358. 

Catiline, Sallust's account of the Con- 
spiracy of, 146. 

Cavendish, Ixird John, becomes Chancellor 
of the Exchetjuer, 401. Resists, 402. 
Cervantes, delight with which his Don 
Quixote is read, 10a 

Charles IL, King of England, iolliience of 
his residence abroad upon his character 
and tastes, 118. His treaty respecting 
Roman Catholics, 358. 


I CYRUS. 

Chathmn, first Earl of, compared by Mira- 
beau. 284. Hisdeclining years, 305. His 
last appearance in the House of Lords, 
395 - 

Chatham, second Earl of, his mismanage- 
ment of the Admiralty, 421. 

Chaumette, one of the accusers of the Gi- 
rondists before the Revolutionary Tri- 
bunal, 309. 

Christ Cnurch, Oxford, cry of, against 
Bentley, 345. 

Christianity, efiTect of the victory of, over 
paganism, 152. 

Cnurch of I reland, Speech on, 689. 

Churchill, his insult to Johnson, 385. 

Civil War, the great, 59. 

Clarendon, his History of the Rebellion, 
charge of garbling it, 352. 

Classical writers, celebrity of the great, 72. 

Clcomenes, causes and results of his raving 
cruelty. 93. 

Clergvman, the Country, his 'I’rip to Cam- 
bridge, 45s. 

Club, I'hc, formation of, 365, 386. Mem- 
bers of the, 387. 

Coalition," formation of the, 403. Uni- 
versal disgust, 405. End of the Coalition, 
407. 

Coates, Romeo, the actor, 185. 

Cock Lane Ghost, the, 385. 

Collot, d Herbois, becomes a member of 
the Cominittee of Public Safety, 310. 
Attacked in the streets, 316. Brought 
to trial, 323, 324. Condenmed by the 
Convention to be removed to a distant 
place of confinement, 324. His end, 326 

Condorcet, strength brought by him to the 
Girondist party, 299. His melancholy 
end, 309. 

Confidence in Ministry of Lord Melbourne, 
Speech on, 585. 

Constantinople, empire of, its retrogression 
and stupefaction, 152. 

Convention, the French, of 1792, 297. The 
Girondists, 298. The Mountain, 300. 
Character of the diplomatic language 
during the reign of the Convention, 3<S 

Copyri^tj Speeches on, 609, 618. 

Coraay, Charlotte, her murder of Marat, 

305- 

Corn Laws, Speech on, 71 1. 

Corneille, attempts of the ’“Academy to 
depress the rising fame of, la. 

Cornwallis, General, his surrender to the 
Americans, 401. 

Cottabus, the Athenian game of, 15. 

Couthon, becomes a member of the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, 310. His exe- 
cution, 321. 

Cowley, Mr Abraham, and Mr John Mil- 
ton, conversation between, touching the 
great Civil War, 59. 

Criticism, verbal, 72. Improvement of the 
science of ciiticism, ti;^. The critical 
and poetical faculty distinct and imcom* 
patible, 115. 

Cyrus, Xenophon’s Lift of, hs character, 
141. 
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DANTB. 

D ante, criticism on, 3a. His 6rst ad- 
venture in the popular tonrae, 32- 
Influences of the times in which he lived 
upon his works, 35. His love of Bea- 
tnce, 38. His despair of happiness on 
earth, 38. Close connection Mtween his 
intellectual and nioral character, 38. 
Compared with Milton, 38. His meta- 
phors and comparisons, 38, 39. Little 
impression maae by the forms of the 
external world upon him, 40. Fascina- 
tion revolting and nauseous images had 
for his mind, 42. His use of ancient 
mythology in hispoems, 4a. His idolatry 
of Virgil, 42. Excellence of his style, 
43. Remarks upon the translations of 
the Divine Comedy, 43, 44. His vener- 
ation for writers inferior to himself, 109. 
How regarded by the Italians of the 
fourteenth century, 109. 

Danton, character of, 286. His death, 313. 
David, M. d’Angers, the sculptor, his part 
in the Memoirs of Bertrand Barere, 285. 
De B'oe, effect of his Robinson Crusoe 
on the imagination of the child and the 
judgment of the man. 110. 

Demerville, the Jacobin, betrayed by his 
friend Barere, 331- 

Democracy, a pure, 91. Mr MilPs view of 
a pure and direct, 163. 

Demosthenes, compared by Mr Mitford to 
iEschines, 97, 98. His irresistible elo- 
quence, gg. 

Denham, Sir John, character of his poetry, 
118. 

Denis, St, Abbey of, laid waste by Barere, 

** feenms, St, and St George, in the Water, 
some Account of the Lawsuit between 
the Parishes of," 54, 

Deserted Village of Oliver Goldsmith, 367. 
Desmoulins, Camille, his attack on the 
Reign of Terror, 313. Reply of Barere, 

Desmoulins,Mrs,inDrTohnson’shou5e,38p. 
Despotic rulers, 190. Theory of a despotic 
government, 212. 

Dies Irae, 44^. 

Dionysius, his criticisms, 73. 

Diplomatic language used by the French 
Convention, 208. 

Directory, the Executive, of France, for- 
mation of, 326. 

Dissenters, persecution of the, by the 
Cavaliers, ^6. Relieved by Charles 
11 ., 358. Prosecutions consequent on 
the enterprise of Monmouth, 358. The 
Dissenters courted by the government 
of James IL, 360. 

Dissenters' Chapels Bill, Speech on, 658. 
Divine Comedy of Dante, tne great source 
of the power of the, 38. Remarks on 
the translations of the, 43, 44. 

Djezsar Pasha, his cruelty. 312. 
Doddiflgton, Babb, his kindness to Samuel 
Johnson, 381. 

Don Quixote, delight with which it is 
lead. 109. 


ENGLAND. 

Dorset, Earl of, his poetry, 116. 

Drama, the old English, ti6. Compared 
with that of Athens and France, n6. 
Causes of the excellence of the English 
drama, 116. Superiority of dramatic to 
other works of imagination, 117. Ex- 
tinction of the drama by the Puritans, 
117. The drama of the time of Charles 
II., up. Dryden’s plays, 121. 

Dryden, John, place assigned to him as a 
poet, 103, His merits and- defects, 107, 
129, 130. Influence exercised by him 
on his age, :ao. Two parts into which 
his life divides itself, 120. His small 
pieces presented to patron^ 120. Cha- 
racter of his Annus Mirabilis, 121. His 
rhyming plays, 121. His impossibR 
men and women, 122, His tendency 
to bombast, 124. His attempts at 
fairy image^, 126. His incomparable 
reasonings in verse, 157. His art of 
producing rich effects by familiar words, 
128. Catholicity of his literary creed, 
128. Causes of the exaggeration which 
disfigure his panegyrics, 129. Character 
of his Hind and Panther, 130. And of 
his Absalom and Achitophel, 120. Com- 
pared with Juvenal, 130. What he 
would probably have accomplished in 
an epic poem, 131. Compared with 
Milton, 151. 

Dubois, Cardinal, his mode of dealing 
with public petitions, 315. 

Dumont, M., review of his Souvenirs sur 
Mirabeau, 267. Services rendered by 
him to society, 267. His interpretation 
of Bentham’s works, 268. His view of 
the French Revolution, 269. His efforts 
to instruct the French inpoKtical know- 
ledge, 271 Sketch of the character of 
Mirabeau, 283. Of Sieyes and Talley- 
rand, 284. And of his own character, 284. 

Dumourier, his Girondist sympathies, 299. 
His defection, 303, 

Dundas, Henry, Lord Advocate, com- 
mencement of his friendship with Pitt, 

Dunning, Mr, joins the Whig opposition, 
400. 

Duroc, General, his letter to Barere, 332. 

E ADY, Dr, his advertisements, 185, 

Education, the, of the Athenians, 
76. Defects of their conversational 
education, 76. 

Edinburgh Election, speech at, 573. 
Education, Speech on, 734. 

£TOtism| the f>est of conversation, 45< 
4lest given by it to writing, 45. 
Eleusinian Mysteries, the, 31. 
Ellenborough, Lord, his Carmagnoles, 308. 
Ellis, Welfaore, 401. 

England, revolution in the poetry of, 114. 
Mr Mill’s remarks on the British Con- 
stitution, 170. His view of the consti- 
tution of the English Oovernnient, ara. 
Mr Sadler's statement of the law of 
population in England, 939, 257. The 
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BPISTLB8. 

English Revolution compared with the 
French, *71. Mildness of the revolution 
caused by the Reform Bill, 275. Makes 
war against France, 427. 

Epistles, Petrarch's, 53. 

Epitaph on Henry Martyn, 435. 

— — — on Lord William Bentmck, 468, 

on Sir Benjamin Heath 'Malkin, 

469, 

Epitaph on Lord Metcalfe, 470. 

Euphuism in England, 116. 

Euripides, mother of, 25, note. His Jesu- 
itical morality, 29, note. How regarded 
by Quintillian, 73. 

Evil, question of the origin of, in the world, 
228, 248. 

Exclusion of Judges from the House of 
Commons, Speech on, 763. 

F ederalism, the new crime of, in 
France, 30a. Federalism as enter- 
tained by Barire, 303. 

Fdne'lon, nis principles of good govern- 
ment, as shown in his Telemachu.s, 278. 
Fluxions, discovery of the method of, 106. 
Fortune, remedies for Good and Evil, 
Petrarch’s, 52. 

Fowler, Edward, John Bunyan’s answer 
to. 357. 

Fox, Charles James, his character. 400. 
His great political error, 403. The 
King's detestation of him, 404. Becomes 
Secretary of State under the Duke of 
Portland, 404. His India Bill, 406. His 
speeches, 4x1. 

Fragments of a Roman Tale, t. 

France, character of the poetry of, 115. 
Characteristics of the pcrsonincations of 
the drama of, 116. Spirit excited in 
France at the time of the Revolution by 
some of the ancient historians, 145. 
Burke’s character of the French Repub- 
lic, 145. Population of, 254. Condition 
of the government of, in 1799, 269. Stric- 
tures of M. Dumont on the National 
Assembly, 271. Infancy of political | 
knowledge of the French at the period 
of the Revolution, 271. The f.nglish 
Revolution compared with the French, 
272. Arguments against the old mon- 
archy of France, 273. The first com- 
pared with the second F rench Revolution, 
274. Causes of the first Revolution, 276. 
Condition of France for eighty years 
previous to the Revolution, 293. Causes 
which immediately led to that event, 
293. Difficulties of the Constitution of 
1791, 296. The war with the continental 
coalition, 297. Effect of the League of 
Pilnilz on tlie position of the King, 297.' 
Formation and meeting of the Conven- 
tion, 297. The two great parties of the 
Convention — the Girondists and the 
Mountain, 299. 300. Dcith of the King, 
300, 3ot. Policy of the Jacobins, ^a. 
Tlie new crime of federalism, 302. De- 
fection of Dumourier and anpointment 
of the Committee of Public Safety. 303, 


GOLDSMITH. 

3x2. Irruption of the mob into the 
palace of the Tuileries, ^4. Destruction 
of the Girondists, 309. Establishment of 
the Reign of Terror, 310. Condition of 
France during the reign of Louis XIV., 
^6. And during that of Louis XV., 277. 
Tension’s principles of good govern- 
ment, 278. His views incomprehensible 
to his countrymen, y8. Loss to France 
on the death of the Duke of Burgundy, 

278. The Regen<^ of Philip of Orleans, 

279. The Duke of Bourbon, 280. Down- 
ward course of the monarchy, and indi- 
cations of the forthcoming revolution, 
281. The Greek and Roman models of 
the French legislators, 283. Victories 
of France in 1794, 320. The memorable 
ninth of Thermidor, 321. Execution of 
Robespierre and his accomplices, 321. 
End of the Jacobin dominion in France, 
321, 326. Condition of the nation atthis 
period, 323. Formation of the Consti- 
tution of 1795, 326. Bonaparte's return 
from Egypt and assumption of .'ibsolute 
power, 32r Political .spies in France, 
330, 331. Defeat of Napoleon at Water- 
loo, 335. The Ch.imbcr of Representa- 
tives, 335. The Roy.ilist Cham^r tinder 
the Bouxbons, 336. Review of the policy 
of the Jacobins, 338. War declared by 
England against, ^27. 

French Academy, its scrvicc.s to litera- 
ture, ii. 

Froissart, character of his history, 149, 

G ARRICK, David, relation between 
him and his old master Johnson, 380. 
A member of the Literary Club, 387. 
Garth, Dr, insults Bentley and extols 
Boyle, 346. 

Gates of Somnauth, the, Speech on, 630. 
Gaudet, the Gin>ndist, his execution, 30^. 
Gcnsonn<, the Girondist leader, 298. His 
trial, 309. His death, 309. [a, 156 

Geologist, Bishop Watson’s description of 
George III., his treatment of his ministers, 
Georgies Political, 458. [415. 

Germaine, Lord George, 401. 

Gibbon, Edward, charges brought against 
him esa historian, 154, His part in The 
Club, 387. 

Girondists, or Brissotincs, Barire’s account 
of the proceedings against the, 290. 
Sketch of the political party so called, 
299. Its struggles with the Mountain, 
W2. Accusation brought against the 
leaders of the party, 302. Defeated by 
the Mountain, 304. Impeached by their 
late collca^e Bai^re, 306. Their trial, 
308. Their fate, 309. 

Goldsmith, Oliver, nis birth and early life, 
j 362. His first schoolmaster, 362. His 
personal appearance, 363. His college 
life, 363. Death of his father, 363. His 
attempts at the church, law, and physic, 
363, 364. His rambles on foot through 
Flanders, France, and Switzerland, 364. 
His disregard of truth, 364. His return 
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COMER CHBPHORAOD. 

to EngUnfii and desperate expedients to 
to obtain a living;, 364. His literary 
drudgery, Character of his works, 

365. Inttoduced to Johnson, 365, One 
of the original members of The Club, 
365. JRemoves from Breakneck Steps to 
the Temide, 365. Story of the publica- 
tion of the Vicar of Wakefield, 3^ His 
Traveller, His Dramas, 367. His 

Deserted Village, 367. His She Stoops 
to Conquer, 368. His Histories, ^68. 
His arts of selection and condensation, 
368- His intimacy with the great talkers 
of the day, 3^ His conversadonal 
powers, 369. How regarded by his as- 
sociates, 3^. His virtues and vices, 
369, 370. His death, 370. His ceno- 
taph in Westminster Abbey, 371. His 
biographers, 371. His part in I'he Club, 
38a 

Comer Chephoraod, King of Babylon, 
apologue of, 13. 

Goranatured Man, the, of Oliver Gold- 
smith, 367, 

Government of India, Speech on, 551. 

Government, proper conditions of agood, qt. 
Review of Mr Milfs Essays on, &c-, ifo. 
His chapter on the ends of government, 

163. And on the means, 163. His view 
of a pure and direct democracy, 163. Of 
an oligarchy, 163 And of a monarchy, 

164. Deduction of a theory of jpolitics 
in the mathematical form, Gevern- 
ment according to Mr Mill only neces- 
sary to prevent men from plundering 
each other, 167, His argument that no 
combination o( the three simple formsof 

' government can exist, x68. iiis remarks 
on the British constitution, 169. His 
hope for mankind in the government of 
a representative body, 173. The real 
security of men against bad government, 
173. Mr Mill’s views as to the qualifi- 
cations of voters for representatives, 174. 
The desire of the poor nujority to plun- 
der the rich minority, 176. Effects 
which a general spoliation of the rich 
would produce, 178. Method of arriv- 
ing at a just conclusion on the subject of 
the science of government, 181. Mr 
Bentham’s defence of Mr Mill’s Essays, 
X84. Deduction of the theory of govern- 
ment from the principles of human na- 
ture, 196. Remarks on the Utilitarian 
theory of government, 196. Mode of 
tracking the latent principle of good 
government, 907. Cnecks in political 
institutions, 210. Power, 211. Consti- 
tufion of the English government, 213. 

Greece, review of Mr Mitford's History of, 
87. ignmrance of the modern his- 

torians of Greece, 88. The imaginative 
and critical schotds of poetry in, 1x4. 

Greeks, domestic habits of the, 4^ Change 
in their tempet a* ^ close of the Telo- 
ponnesiap , 136, Character of their 
fashiojaabie Causes of the 

citclusivc spirit of the Greeksi 149, 150. 


HOOLS. 

ALL, Robert, his eloquence, 357. 
Hamlet, causes of its power and 
inflnence, 41. 

Happiness, principle of the greatest, of the 
greatest number examined, i9i;^2oa. The 
most elevated station the principle is ever 
likely to attain, sot, 303. The West- 
minster Reviewer’s defence of the 
“greatest happiness principle,” 2x6. 
H^ey, his translation of the Divine 
Comedy of Dante, 43. 

Heat, Lord Bacon's ini^e of tracking the 
principle of, 207. 

Hebert, the Jacobin, his vile character, 307. 
Accuses the Girondists before the Revo- 
lutionary Tribunal, 309. 

Hebrides, Johnson’s visit to the, 389. 
Herodotus, character of his history, 134. 
His faults, 136. Character of the people 
for whom the book was composed, 136. 
His history compared with that of 
Thucydides, 137. Herodotus regarded 
as a delineator of character, 14^8. 

Heron, Robert, his drama of News from 
Camperdown, 246. 

Hervey, ;Henry, his kindness to Samuel 
Johnson, 374, 376. 

History, Mr Milford’s views of, 99. The 
true domain of history. 100, tor. Quali 
fications necessary for writing, 133. I'he 
history of Herc^otus, 134. Tliat of 
Thucydides, 137. Johnson’s remarks 
on history, 137. Xenophon’s history, 
X4X. Polybius and Arrian, 141. Char- 
acter of the historians of the Plutarch 
class, X42, X43. English classical asso- 
ciations and names compared with those 
of the ancients, 143, 144. Spirit excited 
in England and in France by the writers 
of the Plutarch class, 144. Livy, 145. 
Caesar, 146. Sallust, 140. Tacitus, >47- 
Merits and defects of modern historians, 
148, 149. Froissart, MachiavelU, and 
Guicciardini, 149. Effect of the inven- 
tion of printing, 140. Causes of the 
exclusiveness of the Greeks and Romans, 
X49-X51. Effect oCthe victory of Chris- 
tianity over paganism, X53. Establish- 
mentof the balance of moral and intel- 
lectual influence in Europe, 153. The 
species of misrepresentation which 
abounds inost in m^em historians, lej. 
Hume, Gibboify and Milford, 154. Ne- 
glect of the art of narration, 155. Effect 
of historical reading compared to that 
produced by foreign travel, 157. Char- 
acter of the perfect historian, 157, 158. 
Instruction derived from the productions 
of such a writer, 159, 

'Hoche, General, refuses to obey the cruel 
decree of the Convention, 319. 

Holy War, Bunyan's, 359. 

Homer, intent desire to know something of 
« him, 45. QuiiitilUan’8criticismson,73. His 
inai^ropriate <i^thet«, xai. Hisdes^rip 
tion of Heotmr at the Grecian walbta<|, ts6. 
Hoole, the Dielaphvsical tailor, his friend- 
I ship with Samuel Johosomi 378, 
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HORACE. 

Horace, hts comparison poems to certain 
paintinRs, 77. 

Hume, David, charges brought against 
him as a historian, 154. 

Hyder Aly, his succesMs, 399. 

I DLER. Johnston's publication of the, 
3 [ 83 - , 

Imagination and judgment, no, in. 
Power of the imagination in a barbarous 
age, 113 . 

Inaugural ^eech at Glasgow College, 748. 
India Bill, Fox'.s, 406. 

Inferno, Dante's, character of the, 38<-40. 
Ireland, William Pitt the first English min- 
ister who formed great designs for the 
benefit of Ireland, 432. 

Isocrates, his defence of oligarchy and 
tyranny, 98. fw. 

Italian language, Dante's first work on the, 
Italian Writers, Criticisms on the Principal, 
32. Dante, 32. Petrarch, 44. 

Italy, revolution of the poetry of, 114, 
Monti's imitation of the style of Dant^ 
114. 

J ACOBINS of Paris, policy of the, 303. 
Excesses of the, 302, 303. Materials 
of which the party was composed, 309, 
310. Their cruelties in Paris and in the 
provinces, 311, Review of the policy of 
the Jacobins, 338. 
acobite, Epitaph on a, 463. 
acobites, revival of thetr spirits in 1721, 
349. Plan for a Jacobite insurrection, 349. 
Jenyns, Soame, Dr Johnson's review of 
his Inquiry into the Nature and Origin 
of Evil, 383. 

Jewish Disabilities, Speech on, S44 
Jews, the .sacred books of the, unknown to 
the Romans, 151. 

Johnson, Dr Samuel, his contemptuous 
derision of the civilisation of the Athen- 
ians, 75- His remark on history and 
historians, 137. Oliver Goldsmith intro- 
duced to, 365. Story of the publication 
of the Vicar of Wakefield, 366. Johnson's 
birth and early life, 372. His father, 372. 
Goes to Oxford, 373. His attainments 
at this time, 373. His struggles with 
poverty, 373-376; Becomes an incur- 
able hypocHondriac, 374. HU literary 
drudgery, 374. His marriage, 375. His 
school near Lichfield, 37^. ^ts out for 
tiondon , 375. Efiect oTrus privations on 
his temper and deportment, 376. En* 
gMed on the "Gentleman's Mugaztne,’' 
370. His political opinions, 377. His 
Jacobite views, 377. HU poem of Lon- 
don, 378. Hts associates, 378. His life 
of Richard Savage, 279. His Dictionary, 
37gt. His treatment oy Lord Chesterfield, 
379. HU Vanity of Human Wishes 
compared with the Satire of Juvenal, 
379. Rebtion between him and his 
pupil David Garrick^ 380. 1 lene brought 
out, 380 PuUicatton and reception o 4 ‘ 
the iUmbier, 381 . Death of Mrs Johnson. 


LINCOLN CATHEDRAL. 

281. Publication of the Dictionary, 382. 
His levicw of Soame jenyns's Inquiry 
into the Nature and Origin of Evil, 383. 
His Idler, 383. Death of his mother, 
383. Circumstances under which Rasse* 
las was published, 383. His hatred of 
the Whigs, 384. Accepts a pension of 
three hundred a year, 384. His belief in 
ghosts, 385. Publication of hU edition 
of Shakespeare's works, 385. Honours 
conferred upon him, 386. HiscoUot^al 
talents 386. His predominance in 
Club, 386. His biographer, James Bos- 
well, 287. The inmates of his house 
near Fleet Street, 388. His visit to the 
Hebrides, 389. His prejudice against 
the Scotch, 3^ His exposure of Mac- 
herson’s forgery of Fingal, 390- His 
'axation no Tyranny, 391. His lives of 
the Poets, 291, 39a. His declining years, 
29a, His death, 394. 

Jonnson, Michael, of Lichfield, 372, 

Jones, Sir William, his part in the Literary 
Club, 387. 

udgment and imagination, no, in. 
uUan, the Emperor, bis partiality for the 
Greek language, 150. 

Jurisprudence, Mr Bentham’s reduction 
of, to a science, *67, 266. 

Juryman, the stipend of an Athenian, 17. 
Just, Saint, expatiates on the guilt of 
Vergniaud and Pciion, 307. Becomes a 
member of the Coinmiilce of Public 
Safety, 310. His doom, 313. His exe- 
cution, 321. 

Juvenal compared with Dryden, 120 His 
satire compared with that of Samuel 
Johnson, 379. 

K ing, the, in the Athenian demo- 
cracy, 31, note. 

Klelrer, General, refuses to obey the cruel 
decree of the Convention, 319. 

L ACEDAEMON, cau.s«s of the silent 
but rapid downfall of, 79. note. The 
development of merit prevented by the 
laws of, Her foreign policy and 
domestic mstitutions, 93. Her govern- 
ment compared with that of Athens, 94. 
Her helots, 97. 

Langton, Bennet, a member the Literary 
Club, 387. 

Latin works of Petrarch, the, 53. 

Lebon, the Jacobin, his crimes defended 
by Barire, 313, 314. Placed under 
arrest, 323. 

Levett, KoTOrt, the quack doctor, 389. 
Liberty, how regarded by the later ancient 
1 writers, 89. How regarded by historians 
of the Plutarch class, 14a. Peculiar 
and essentially English character of 
English liberty, 143, 144. Political, 
views with which it was regarded by the 
French legislators of the Revolution, 283. 
Lies, various kinds of, 288. 

Lincoln Cathedral, story of the painted 
window of, 158. 
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Literary Magazine, Johnson’s contribu- 
tions to the, 383. 

Literature, on the Royal Society of, 10. 

Literature, ancient, proper examination 
of, 75. State of literature as a calling, 
in the last century, 375. 

Literature of Britain, the, Speech on. 
.7«9‘ 

Livy, his faults and merits as a historian, 

London, blessing of the great fire of, 152. 
Riots in, in T780, 40a 

Longinus, criticism on his work on the 
“Sublime,” 73. 

Louis XIV., his bitter lamentations of his 
former extravagances, 177. His charac* 
ter as a king, ajrfi. 

Louis XV., condition of France when he 
came to the throne, 277, 27S. 

Louis XVI., his character, 2^. His post- 
tion in 1792, 297. His death, 300, 301. 

Louis XVIII., leniency of his government 
at the Restoration, 336. 

Love, honouraWe and chivalrous, un- 
known to the Greeks, 46. The passion 
as delineated in the Roman poets, 46. 
What is implied in the modern sense of i 
the word love, 46. Change undergone 
in the nature of the passion of love in 
the middle ages, 46. 

Lycurgus, his mistaken principles of legis- 
lation, 94. His system of domestic 
slavery, 97. 

Lyons, cruelties of the Jacobins at, 311. 
Barere’s proposal to utterly annihilate 
it, 313. 

Lysander, depressed by the constitution of 
LycuiTjus, 92. 

TV T ACFLECNOE, of Dryden, charac- 

IVX ter of the, 131 

Machiavelli, character of his history, 149. 

Maepherson, his forgery of Fingal, 390. 
Threatens Dr Johnson, 390. 

Malkin, SirBenjaminHeath, epitaph on, 469. 

Malthus, Mr, attacked by Mr Sadler, 227. 

Man, the contemplation of, the n^lest 
earthly object of man, i|o, 41. 

Marat, his murmurs against Barire, 305. 
His death, 305, note. 

Marcellus, the counterfeit oration for, 344. 

Marie Antoinette, Queen, Harare’s account 
of the death of, 285. Brought before the 
Revolutionary Tribunal on the motion of 
Barftre, 307. Her execution, 307. 

Martyn, Henry, epitaph on, 435. 

Maynooth, Speech on, 680. 

Medical science, Petrarch's invectives on 
the, 53. 

Melville, Lord, his impeachment, 428. 

Memoirs, {popularity of, as compared with 
that of history, 155, 156. 

Mimcrial Anitoriiannique, the, of 
Barire, 33«t 333- 

Metaphors, Dante ^ 40. 

Metcalfe, Lord, Epitaph on, 47a 

Mill, Mr, review of his Essays on Govern- 


False princi^es u|>on which his theory 
rests, 160. Precision of his arguments 
and dryness of his style, i6i. His « 
j^ricri method of reasoning, 162. Curious 
instances of his peculiar turn of mind, 
162. His views of democracy, oligarchy, 
and monarchy, 163, 164. His fallacies, 
165 €t seq. His proposed government 
by a representative body, 174. His pro- 
posal of universal .suffrage, but for males 
only, 174. The effects which a general 
spoliation of the rich would engender, 
177. His remarks on the influence of the 
middle rank, 179. Review of the West- 
minster Reviewer's defence of Mr Mill, 
184-204. 

Milton, John, compared with Dante, 39. 
Milton, Mr John, and Mr Abraham 
Cowley, conversation between, touching 
the great Civil War, 59. His great mo- 
dem epic, itg. Dryden's admiration for 
his genius, 128, 129. 

Mirabeau, Souvenirs sur.&c., M. Dumont’s 
review of, 267. M. Dumont's picture of 
Mirabeau in the National Assembly, 283. 
Mirabeau compared to Wilkes, 283. 
And to the Earl of Chatham, 284. 

Mitford, Mr, critici.sm on his History of 
Greece, 87. His principal characteristic 
as a historian, 88. Errors of almost all 
the most modern historians of Greece, 
88. Estimation in which the later 
ancient writers have been held, 89 Dif- 
ferences between Mr Mitford and the 
historians who have preceded him, go. 
His love of .singularity, His hatred 
of democracy, 91. And love of the oli- 
garchical form of government, 92. His 
niogical inferences and false statements, 
xp. His inconsistency with himself, 99. 
His deficiencies, ^ 100. Charges oi 
misrepresentation mought against him 
as a historian, iS4, 155. 

Monarchical formot government, Mr Mill’s 
view of a, 164. 

Moncontour, the Battle of, 438. 

Mountain, sketch of the party in the 
French Convention so called, 300. Votes 
for the death of the King, 301. Its vic- 
tory over the Girondists, 303. Tyranny 
of the Mountain, 304 et seq. Vioience 
of public opinion against it, 323. 

N ASEBY, the Battle of, 438- 

N ational Assembly, the F rench, vn. 
Mr Burke’.s character of them, 27a. M. 
Dumont's picture of the Assembly, 283. 
Nollekcns, his cenotaph of Oliver Gold- 
smith in Westminster Abbey, 371. 

I Noncomformists, relief of, by Charles II., 
358. 

North, Lord, and the America difficul- 
ties, 401. Resi^^nation of his ministry|^ 
40Z. The Coalition, 403, 404. End of 
* the Coalition, 407. 

OE on St Cecilia’s Pay of Dryden ; 
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OLERON. 

Ol^ron, Harare, Billaud, and Coliot d'Hcr- 
bois imprisoned at, 335, 136. 

Oligarchy, Mr Mitford's love of pure, 92. 
Exainination of this sentiment, 92. llic 
growth of genius always stunted by oli- 
garchy, 92. Mr Mill’s view of an oligar- 
chical A)rm of government, 164. 

Opinion, good, of the public, causes ©four 
regard for the, 165. 

Orators, Athenian, 72. 

O. atory : Excellence to which eloquence 
attained at Athens, 75. Circunistances 
favourable to this result, 77. Principles 
upon which poetry is to be estimated, 77. 
("au'^es of tne difference between the 
English and Athenian orators, 77. The 
history of eloquence at Athens, 78. 
Speeches of the ancients, as transmitted 
to us by Thucydides, 78. Period during 
which eloquence nourished most at 
Athens, 78. Coincidence between the 
progress of the art of war and that of 
oratory, 79. The irresistible eloquence 
of Demosthenes, 99. The oratory of 
Pitt and Fox, 410, 41 1, 

Orestes, the Greek highwayman, 17. 

Orleans, Philip, Duke of, character of him 
and of his Regency, 279, 280. 

Ossian, character of the poems of, 43. 

Ostracism, practice of, among the Athen- 
ians, 92. 

Othello, causes of the power of, 40. 


P AGANISM, effect of the overthrow of, 
by Christianity, 152. 

Pallas, the birth-place of Oliver Goldsmith, 
36a. 

Paradise, Dante’s, its principal merit, ^3. 
Paraphrase of a passage in the Chronicle 
of the Monk of St Gall, 467. 

Paris, policy of the Jacobins of, 302. Their 
excesses, 303. 

Parliamentary government, its advantages 
and disadvantages, 40a 
Parliamentary Reform, Speeches on, 483, 
^493» 5«2f 5*8. 530- 

Patronage, effect of, on hierature, xao. 
Pausanias, his insanity, ^4. 

Pauson, the Athenian painter, 15. 

Peers, question of the sterility of the, as a 
class, 262. 

Peir®us, disreputable character of, 15. 
People’s Charter, the, Speech on, 623. 
Pericles, his eloquence, 78. 

Fiction, the Girondist, 299. Saint last’s 
speech on his guilt, 307. His unfortu- 
nate end, 309. 

Pefrarch, influence of his poems on 
the literature of Italy, 33, 34- Criti- 
cism on the works of^, 44. Celebrity 
as a writer, 44. Causes of this, 44. 
45. Extraordinary sensation caused 
by his amatory verses, 47* Causes co- 
operating to spread his renown, 47. His 
coronation at Rome, 47, ,48. His poeti- 
cal powers, 48. His genius, 49. Paucity 
of his thoughts, 49. His energy when 
speaking of the wrongs and degradation 


POETRY. 

of Italy, 49. His poems on religious 
subjects, 50. Prevailing defect of his 
be.st compositions, 50. Remarks on his 
Latin vmtings, 52. 

Phalarisof Awigentari, the spurious letters 
of, 344. Sir W. Temple’s opinion of 
them, 344. Their worthlessness shown 
by Bentley, 345. 

Phillips, John, his mominicnt refused ad- 
mission into Westminster Abbey, 129. 

Pilgrim’s Progress, Banyan’s history of 
the, 358. Its fame, 361. Attempts to 
improve and imitate it, 361. 

Piinitz, League of, effect of the, 279. 

Piozzi, Mrs, 388, 392, 393. 

Pisistratus, his eloquence, 78. 

Pitt, William, popular comparison of, with 
Mr Canning, 271. H is oirth and early 
life, 395, 3^. His preceptor Pretyman, 
397. His fondness for mathematics. 

397. His knowledge of Greek and Latin. 
307. And of modern literature, 398. 

Mjs delight in oratory, 398. Studies the 
law, 399. Goes into P.arliainent for 
Appleby, 399. Condition of the country 
at this peri^, 399. Pitt’s first speech in 
Parliament, 400. Declines the Vice- 
Tieasurcrsliip of Ireland, 401. Courts 
the ullra-Whtg party, 402. His advocacy 
of reform, 402. Becomes Chancellor of 
the Exchetmer at twenty-three years of 
age, 403. Pitt’s speech and Sheridan’s 
rep:^rtee, 404. His visit to the Continent 
with William Wilbcrforce, 405. Ap- 
pointed First Lord of the Treasury and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 407. His 
difficulties and dangers, 407. His power, 
408. Review of his merit‘d and defects, 
408. His reported speeches, 410. 
Character of his oratory, 41 1. His 
private life, 412. His popularity, 412. 
His neglect of authors, 413, 414. His 
talents as a leader, 414. Effect of the 
French Revolution, 417. His love of 
peace and freedom, 419. Unjustly 
charged with apostasy, 419. Beginning 
of his misfortunes, 420. His domestic 
policy, 422. His gicat designs for the 
Dcncfii of Ireland, 42a. His rupture 
with Addington. 425. His speech on 
Uie opening of the Session of 1803, 426. 
Reconstructs the government on the 
resignation of the Addington ministi^, 

3 28. Decline of his health, 429. His 
eath, 430, His public funeral, i|3i. 
Vote for paying his debts, 431. Review 
of his life, 43a. Lines to his memory, 435. 
Plautus, translation from his Rudens, 4^. 
Plutarch, class of historians of which he 
may be regarded as the head, 143. His 
delineation of character, 148. 

Poetry : Horace's comparison of poems to 
certain paintings, 77. Principles upon 
which poetry is to be estimated, 77. 
Element by which poetry is poetry, 106. 
Frame of mind required by poetry, 108. 
Absurdities of writers who attempt to 
give general rules for composition, 108. 
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The mechanicftl part efthe art of poetry, 
na. Power of the imagination in a 
barbarous age, na. Periods of con- 
summate excellence and of the decline 
of poetry, 113. A^e of critical poetry, 
IX V 'l^e imaginative school j^dually 
fading into the critical, 1x4. The poets 
of Greece, 114. And of Rome, 1x5. 
Revolution of the poetry of Italy, Spain, 
and England, Z15. The critical and 
poetical faculties, distinct and incom- 
patible, 11 5. Excellence of English 
dramatic poetry, x 16. Extinction of the 
dramatic and ascendency of the fashion- 
able school of poetry, 1x7. Changes in 
the time of Charles II., xi6, 1x9. John 
Dryden, zao, e/ 

Poets, the favourite themes of the, of the 
present day, 41. Catholicity of the 
orthodox p^tical creed, 41. Why good 
poets are bad critics, 43. 

Police officers of Athens, 17, 

Polybius, his character as a historian, X41. 

Pomponitis Atticus, his veneration for 
Greek literature, 150. 

Pope, Alexander, condensation of the 
sense in his couixets, 78. His friendship 
with Bishop Atterbufy, 349. Appears 
as a witness in favour of nis friend, 350. 

•His epitaph on Atterbury, 352. 

Population, review of Mr Sadler’s work 
on the law of, 926. His attack of Mr 
Malthus, 927. His statement of the law of 
population, 931. Extremes of population 
and fecundity in well-known countries, 
221. Population of England, 231, 357. 
Of the United States of America, 343. 
Of France, 354. And of Prussia. 359. 

Portland, Duke of, formation of his Ad- 
ministration, 404. 

Portrait-painting Compared with history, 
138. 

Posterity, Epistle to, Petrarch’s, 53. 

Power, senses in which the word may be 
used, 2X1. Dependence of the hap^piness 
of nations ou the resJ distribution of 
power, 2x3. 

Pretytnan, Bishop of Lincoln, 397. His 
life of William Pitt 397. 

Printing, influence of, on modern histmry, 
149. 

Prior, Matthew, his intimacy with Bishop 
Atterbury, 349. 

Prise poems, character of, 12. 

' Proye^i poets, their amatenry composi- 
tions, 47. 

Prussia ; Mr Sadler’s law of population, as 
illustrated by the census ot Prussia, 2^ 

psatmanazar, George, his friendship wriH 
Samuel Jtffinson, 378. 

Purgatorio, Dante’s, the sunile of the riieep 
in the, 40. Incomparable style of tn« 
sixth canto of, 43. 

Puritans, their f^hibition of theatrical 
representatiems, 1x7^ 

Q uakers, Bunyan’s abhorrence of 
the, 357. 


ROMAttS. 

luiatillian, his principles of criticism, 73^ 
juixote, the Spiritual, 361. 


TJ ADICAL War Song, a, 436. 

Rambler, Johosoii'ii, publication of 
the, 381. 

Rasselas, Johnson’s, circumstances under 
which it was written, 383. Plan of the 
work, 383. 

Re-election to Parliament, Speech on, 753. 

Reform Bill, mildness of the revolution of 
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Regent, the Pnnee, and the King, 4x6, 

Rent, Doctrine of, 106. 

Repeal of Union with IreUnd, Speech on, 
535* 

Representation, Us value as a check on the 
governing few, 913. 

Revolution, the French, terms in which it 
is spoken of by M. Dumont, adp. . 

Revolution, the first and second French, 
371-376. Cmrnpared with the Engli&h, 
272. And with the American, 273, 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, his part in tne Qub, 
387. 

Rich : desire of the poor majority to plun- 
der the rich minority, 176. Effects which 
a general spoliation would produce, 178, 

Ricliardson, Samuel, his opinion of the 
Rambler, 381. His kindness to Johnson,?. 

383* 

Robespierre, his power over the lives of his 
fellow-citizen^ 211. His ch.^racter, 286, 
Regaled by Barfere at a tavern on the 
day of the Queen’s death, 307. Atrocious 
decree of ^e Convention proposed by 
him, 300. Becomes one of the Committee 
of Public Safety. 3x0. Purpose of his 
celebrated fiendish decree, 32a Barerc’s 
panegyric on Robespierre, 321 Barere’s 
motion to p^t Robespierre au 4 his ac- 
complices to death; 321. Robespierre’s 
execution, 321. His cha meter, 322. 

Rc;:kingham, Charles Marquis of, at the 
head of the Whig opposition, 400. His 
adherents in the House of Comraoas, 
Becomes Prime Minister, 40X. His 
death, 403. 

Roland, Madame, her cottrs^e and force of 
thoumiL m Her execution; 309. 

Roland, the Girondist, 299. His wife, 399. 
His fate, 30a 

Roman Tale, Fragments of a, x. 

Romans, domestic habits of the, 46. Cha- 
racter of the poetry of the Romans, X15, 
Their regard tor the km^age and Htera- 
ture of Greece, 150. Their disregard of 
the sacred books of tne Hebrews, 151. 
Their exclurive siHrit, The Roman 
empire of toe time of Diocletian com- 
pared with the Chinese empire, ixx. £f- 
* feet of the victoiT of Chimianity ^er 
paganisin, x«3. Purifleatioa of the Ro- 
man woild the invAsioii the Bar- 
hariant^ zss* 
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KO(/$SBAU. I 

Rousseau, Kis egotism and its success, 45. 
Royal Society m Literature, on the, 10. 
Rumfordi Count, his propositkm for feeding 
soldiers cheaply. 76. 

Russell, Lord William, his last saying, 144. 

S ACHEVERELL, prosecution of, 3^7. 
Sadler, Mr, review of his work on the 
Law of Population, 226. His style, 236, 
246. And spirit, 227. His attack on Mr 
Malthus, 237. His distinctions without 
a difference, 229. The great discovery 
by which he has vindicated the ways of 
Providence, 230. His refutation refuted, 
246. The motto on his title>p»ge, 246. 
His statements examined and refuted, 

247 , 

Safely, Committee of Public, formation of 
the, in Paris, 304. Names of the persons 
composing the, 310. Character of the 
men composing the Committee, 312. Its 
crimes and blunders, 313. Rt^spierre’s 
fiendish motion, 320. 

Sallust, hia merits ac a historian, 146. His 
conspiracy of Catiline, 146. 

Satire of JuVenal and Dryden, 130. 

Savage, Kichardi hie career, 378, 
Sdhoolmeti, Lord Bacon's description of 
of his time, 

the rejected 

*4ti|uage he gives 
fcfiings 39- His 
euphuism, 115. His dramas miracles 
of art, Z16. His exquisite imagery, 136. 
Publication of Johnson's edition of the 
works of, 385< Character of the work, 

Sheliurne, William, Earl of, in the Whig 
opposition, 400. Placed by the King at 
the head of the Treasury, 40a. 

Sheridan, Richard Brii||(ey, his repartee 
to Pitt, 404. 

Sidney, Sir Philip, his dying thanksgiving, 
M4- 

Siey », the Abbd, M. Dumont's sketch of 
the character of, 284. 

Similitudes, Dante’s, 40. 

Simon, Saint, his character and opinions, 
278. 

Slavery, Domestic, the cause ^ of the 
violence of factions in ancient times. 95. 
Smalridge, Dean of Carlisle and Christ 
Church, 347. 

^ng, 457. 

Sonnet-fancters, 51. 

Spain, revolutiotf of the poetry of, 115. 
Sparta, the great men of, 92. Mr Mi^ 
ford's admiVarion of the stability of the 
institutions of, 03. Real character of the 
Spartans, 93. Their kind of liberty, 143. 
Spectator, Addison's, crowds of imitations 
of the, 380. 

Sl*BBCMES~ 

Anatomy Bill, 528. 

Church of Ireland, the, 689. 


THRALBS. 

Confidence in Lord Melbourne’s Min* 
istry, 585. 

Copyright, 609, 618. 

Corn Laws, the, 7x1. 

Dissenters' Chapels Bill, 658. 

Edinburgh Election, 573. 

Education, ;n4> 

Exclusion ofjudges from the House 
of Commons, 763. 

Gates of Somnauth, the, 630. 
Government of India, the, 557. 
Inaugural Speech at Glasgow College, 
748. 

Jewish Disabilities, 544. 

Literature of Britain, the, 729. 
Maynooth, 680. 

Parliamentary Reform, 483, 493, 502, 
SIX, 5x8, 53a 

People's Charter, the, 623. 

Re-election to Parliament, 753. 

Repeal of the Union with Ireland, 535. 
State of Ireland, the, 641. 

Sugar Duties, the, 6^. 

Ten Hours Bill, the, 718. 

Theoio^cal Tests in the Scotch Uni- 
versities, 701. 

War with China, the, 598. 

Spencer, George Earl, his able adminis* 
tration of the Admiralty, 421. 

Spies, political, in France, 330, 331 . Theit 
unpopularity in England, 330. The 
modus outran tii of a spy, 331. 

State of Ireland, the, Speech on, 64X. 
Stories, good, fondness of the later ancient 
writers for, 90. 

“Sublime, Longinus on the,” ^^3. Burke 
and Du^ld Stewart's discussions, 73. 
SuffraM, Universal, 193, 194. 

Sugar Duties, the, Speech on, 667. 

T acitus, HIs eminence as a historian, 
X47, As a delineator of character, 

Taiteymnd, M. Dumont’s sketch of the 
character of, 284. 

Tallien, his attack on Robespierre in the 
Convention, 321. [35. 

Tasso, character of his “Sccchia Rapita,” 
Telephus, the, of Euripides, 25. 

Temple, Sir William, his essay in praise of . 

the ancient writers, 344. 

Ten Hours Bill, the, Si^ech on, 7x8. 

Ten Thousand, Xenophon’s Expeditk^ of 
the, its character, 141. 

Twor, Reign of, commencement of ’the, 
in^ France, 310. Members of the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, 31a Robes- 
oierre's fiendish decree, 320. End of the 
Revolutionary Tribunal, 321, 322. 
ThemistpcleSj, his eloquence, 78. 

Theological Tests in the Scotch Univer- 
sities, the Speech on, 701. 
Theo-philanthropy in France, 308. 
Thermidor, the memorable ninth of, 321. 
32a. 

Thrales, Dr Johnson's connection with the, 
388, 392, 393. 
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THUCVOIDKS. XENOPHON. 

Thucydides, character of, the speeches of Virgli^Ode to the, Petrarch s, 50. 
the ancients> as transmitted to us by: him, Volt«^, reluctance of the French Aca- 
78. His historical shoretomro^, Cxoo. tletny to acknowledge the genius of, 1 
His history compared with that of Hero- Voters, (qualifications of, Mr views 

dotus, 137. Management of his perspec- regarding, 175. , , 

tive in history, X38. His speeches put ' .I’ 

into the mouths of his characters,, 1 1 TAKEFIFJJ^, Vicar of, the 
His deficiencies, School in which VV. pbblication of the. 36^ ^ 

he studied,' 140. His style and’philoso- Walker, Obadiah. the apostate, 3 -3; ilis 
phy, T40. l^garded a.s a delineator of aspersions on Martin Luther, 343. 
character, iJ|. Waller, Edward, character of Ins poetry, 

Thurlow, Lordi retains the Great Seal un- 118. 

<lef Lord Rockingham, 401. Dismissed, Walme.sley, Gilbert, his kindness to Samuel 
4 %- Again Lord Chancellor, 407. Johnson, 374, 375. 

Tiberius Caesar, Tacitus’s delineation of War, difference between, in large and small 
the character of, 147. communities, 95, 

Tinkers in the seventeenth century, 353. War with China, the, Speech on, 598. 
Tinville, Fouquier, his introduction to the Waterloo, bsHtle'of, 535. 

Revolutionary Tribunal of Paris, 313. /fV, the editorial, 4 ts fatal influence on# 
Placed under arrest, 323. rising gcniu.s, ii. 

Tiraah and Ahirad, marriage of, 444. Wellcsley^Sir Arthur, William Pitt’s re- 

Tptilon, Bar 4 re*s pro]X)>.al to destroy i^ 343, tnark olf'^o,, 

Traveller, Goldsmith’s, publication of the, ** Wellingtonidd, a Prophet cal Account of 
366. Its noble and simple design, 366. a Grand National Epic Poem, to be en- 
titled,” 80 

U NITED STATES of -Americ^ raaid* -.Westminster Hall compared with the 
increase of the human racein the, Roman Forum, 143, 144. 

242. Caussibof this,^242. ' Ke5Adt5«iil!f<Air. Westminster Review, its defence of Mill ‘ 
censuses, 2.^2, a43 Number of slaves in revicu%d, 184. And of the Utilitarian 
the Union in 1810, 243. And of emigrants theory of government, 205. 

to the United States m 1817, 243. Recog- Wharton, Duke oC his speech in defence 
nition of the independence of the State.s, of Atterbury, 350, r- 
3^,403. Surrender of Cornwallis, 401. , Whigs, the party of opposition in 1780, 
Universal Suffrage, 193, 194. ^ 400. Their accession to power, 401. 

Uses, Statute of, its practical value, 202. WiUxtrforce, William, his visit to the Con- 
Utilitarianism, 160. On^ of the princip; ! \ tinent with W’illiam Pitt, 405. Returned 
tenets of, i6t. Styh; of writing admired j for York, 408. 

by Utilitarians, 161. llarren theories of i Wilkes, John, compared to Mirabeau, 283. 
the Utilitarians, 182. Duly of exposing i Williams, Mrs, in Dr Johnson’s house, 388. 
the fallacy of their arguments, 184. Lord i Women, condition of, among the Greeks, 
hacon’s description of the Utililari.-\n j 45. Among the Romans, 46 Super- 
philosophy, 197. Mr Bentham’s exposi- ! stitious veneration with which they were 
lion of the Utilitarian principle, 198. regarded by the warriors of thq north of 
Remarks on theUtilitarian theory of gov- Europe, 46. Their insight into motives, 

ernment, 205. Delusion of the Ulilita- 140. RejeetjW by Mr Mill from all share 

rians, 20$, Origin of their fauliSj^o^. in government, 174. Identity oGntcrest 

Real character of the sect, 2i8 Their between the sexes, 174, 175. Right i>f 

iummum donum, 221. women to volt: as well as men, 193. ^ 

Wordsworth, William, his egotism as ex- 
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